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. 30 WEEKS

since labor won its great "victory" at the
polls on November 2 by re-electing Truman
and a Democratic majority—but

The Tall-l'ldriley_ Law
is still on the books!

Jim Crow Cracked in Baltimore’s
Legit Theater Through Picketing

BALTIMORE—This city's Negro seg-
regation pattern is showing a crack.
The Maryland Theater opened its
house on a non-segregated basis for
the showing of “Anna Lucasta,” and
it followed a few weeks later with
a piano concert by Hazel Scott.

When the play opened, seats were
sold to Negroes in the balecony only.
Immediately a committee of repre-
sentatives from the NAACP, the Bal-
timore Interracial Fellowship Youth,
the Maryland Progressive Party and
the Urban League contacted the man-
agement with a demand for a policy
of non-segregation. It was refused and
a picket line was set up. The picket
line lasted for a week, while the man-
agement alternately pleaded with the
pickets to go away and negotiated
over a settlement:

At the end of the week, w:th the
show losing money every day, the
management capitulated and agreed
to try a policy of non-segregation.

The cast, which is almost entirely. Ne-_

gro, cooperated by promis!ng to go
without salaries for the second week
if the showings fa;led to make money.
The policy pald. At {ie" end of. the
second week there wa

an overflow

crowd, and the booking was extended
twice for a total of six more days.

The victory was significant because
for .two years groups have picketed
Ford’s, Baltimore's only legitimate
theater until now, and failed in their
attempt to break down segregation
there.

With the Maryland Theater show-
ing plays without segregation during
the coming season, there is a good
chance that Ford's can be cracked.
That the picket line has already” af-
fected the attendance at Ford's is
shown by the fact that they have been
forced to book a higher percentage
of musicals which get heavy attend-
ance, sinceé the people who attend se-
rious dramatic productions respect
the picket line in’great numbers.

The Maryland has already attracted
some theatergoers from Washington,
who will not cross the Ford picket
line, especially since the Washington
Ford Theater shut down when faced
by the refusal of Actors Equity to
book ‘at’ that segregated house.

The committee which conducted the
picket " line at the Maryland is ac-

tively coopetratinig “with' the ‘theater”

- (Continued on page 2)

One after
the “Fair Deal” platform which mo-
bilized labor’'s vote for Truman have
gone down like so many clay pigeons.
Chief among these has heen repeal
of the Taft-Hartley law.

Thirty weeks have passed since the
national elections which were to
have brought immediate and un-
equivoecal repeal, The end result has
beén that no one, no one, expects the
andministration to push, and Congress
to enact, comp]et,e repeal The issue
-has long since become one of deter-
mining how far 'a new law shall go
in crippling the limbs of an inde-
pendent and vigorous labor move-
ment. Meanwhile, Taft - Hartley
stands.

Not even the most skeptical backer
of Truman in the labor movement an-
ticipated such utter rout. For the
least that seemed reasonably to be
expected was that the new Congress,
under the leadership of the adminis-
tration, would pay off on a few of
the promises made. That these prom-
ises have not been fulfilled is good
for considerable thought.

TIME TO THINK!

We are not quarreling about Tru-
man as an individual. Maybe he
meant what he promlsed maybe he
didn’t. It matters little. Nor are we
discussing the complexities of po-
litical alignment in the U. 8. gov-
ernment today. It seems obvious that
a multiplicity of forces aré combin-
ing to shape new alignments and
strategems in the higher circles of
capitalist polities, as can be wit-
nessed in the Congressional debates.
These developments require the clos-
est attention of labor; not, however,
its participation! g

When a labor movement, which
only aféw 'months.ago made its major
political stand over repeal of Taft-

By WYATT LEE

NEW YORK, May' 31—The trial of
eleven National Committee members
of the Communist Party has reached
its halfway mark, with the govern-
ment resting its case after the ap-
pearance of thirteen proseeution wit-
nesses during a two-month period.
The. defense now takes over and its
first witness, John W. Gates, a de-
fendant and editor of the Daily Work-
er, has been on the stand for the past
week. Undoubtedly the other ten de-
fendants will take their turn, with
,William Z. Foster, the indicted na-
fional chairman who has been ex-
cused from the trial on grounds of

AN EDITORIAL

FBI Case in (P Trial Is Rested:
Adds Up to Thirdhand Assertions

ill health, presen_ting testimony in
the form of an affidavit.
The prosecution evidence presented

a picture of what the U. S. Depart-’
iment of Justice considers to be

“teaching and advocating the violent
overthrow of the government.” This
is the charge, under the terms of the
Smith Act, that the CP leaders face.
SMITH GAG ACT AT WORK

.The prosecution laid the ground-
work of its charges through the tes-
timony of its first witness, Louis F,
Budenz, a former managing editor
of the Daily Worker who left the CP
to become a Catholic and a professor
at a Catholit university.

Through Budenz the government
sought to prove that when the CP
was reconstituted in' 1945, following
its wartime existence as the super-
patriotic Communist Political Asso-
ciation, the party became a conspira-
torial force, with its leaders, thé pres-
ent defendants, conspiring 1o advo-
cate and teach the overthrow of the
government,

The wording here is important, as
it brings the charge under the pro-
visions of the Smith Act, designed by
Congress in the early days of the
war to circumvent Supreme Court
decisions' that required proof of an

(Continued on page 3)

. On the Eisler Case

The British judge who refused to extradite Gerhart
Eisler undoubtedly delivered a slap in the face to the
United States. Up to the moment when the judge ruled
that Eisler was not extraditable under ‘the laws gov-
erning perjury in England, the United States goyern-
ment had assumed that the British authorities would
do as they were told by the boss. The overbearing be-
havior of the United States shocked even the ealloused
imperialist diplomatic' circles,
British cops were not only told to haul the fugitive off
the Polish ship on which he fled the United States, but
a couple of U. 8. gendarmes were sent along to super-
intend the business in what is legally called “British .

sensibilities of

waters.”

That the' Bt‘lt‘l‘ih judge acted according to his own
conscience ‘is something for which he i3 to be com-
mended. To the degree that he and others in England
reared up and refused to act as servants for United
States imperialism, they breathed a bit of fresh air

into the international cll_mate

The opinion was apparently widespread in England
that Eisler was a political refugee. He was not and is
not. But inlsofar as the judge, or those whn_demanded
Eisler's freedom, looked upon Eisler as a political vie-
tim,-they were: obhgated to act as. they did: The right
of political asylum is'a precious one. It woyld indeed
be a monstrous thing to allow governments to snatch

politcal refugees.

It is good that the mighty master got slapped in
the face. It is good that there are people in England
who will not permit violence to the freedom of political
asylum. Beyond these two considerations, we have been
little concerned with the sensational Eisler affair. For
Eisler is a political victim only to the extent that the
moment of his arrest was decided not so'much by nor-
mal intelligence plecautlons as by the pohtics of the

cold war.

Eisler id'a spy (for the Russian despots) He is an
agent of assassins, if not an assassin himself. (What
.was his involvement:in the' assassmatmn of Leon

The

Trotsky?) Except insofar as_he can be brought to
answer for his crimes against the working class, crimes
committed in performance of his GPU duties, we do
not eare what happens to him.

We are normally completely indifferent to the fate
of sples The activities of spies, and the apprehension
of spies, are problems for the governments involved.
Spies operate accordmg to the rules of their profes-
sion. One of these is that they can expect to be caught,
and they are treated accordingly by the government
which traps them.

. activities were undoubtedly known to U. S. intelligence
experts for a long time, was arrested at a moment

That this particular spy whose

convenient to U. 8. imperialist politics does not alter

the nature of his activities—nor command any greater
concern for his fate from us. If we would like to see
him examined on his comp]:clty in the murder of Leon
Trotsky and in similar crimes against socialism, that
is the limit of our interest in this GPU agent and spy.

g
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Road to Lasting Peace?

Labor Action Feature on UWF

MOVEMENT

another, the points in’

Hartley, is rediiced to making a choice
between narrow and wide injunctive
provisions.in the law, it becomes time
for the rank and file of that labor
movement fo demanhd a new orienta-
tion. By and large,.the leadership of

the labor movement has decided po--

litical policy. The ranks have gene
along expecting ‘genuine’ accomplish=
ment, it is now clearly #ime for the
ranks to be involved in making policy.
It is equally time for the political ac-
tivities of the unions to be coordinat-
ed on a solid democratic basis' in
preparation for political advances
that can be made.

Whether it was right or wrong to
support Truman in November (and
we thought it was wrong), the ex-
perience of the last months proves
that the Demecratic Party cannot be
the vehicle of labor’s politeal achieve-
ments. Whether it was right or
wrong in the past to abstain from
political action (and we thought it
was wrong), certainly nobody today
argues that political matters are
not organized labor’s concern.

Both AFL (Labor's: League for
Political Education) and CIO
(PAC) have created -political sec-
tions. As these bodies stand today,
they are, from laber's viewpoint, in-
effective machmes ~whose purpose.
seems to be little more than that of
promoting the candidacy of this or
that big party candidate. They can,
however, be converted into instru-
ments of real indepgndent political
action.

ASK THE RANK AND FILE!

Readers of LABOR ACTION
know that we helieve that a labor
party is indispensably indicated. In
our view the political action bodies
of the AFL and CIO, could be best
utilized -as the core of such a labor
party. But we are not even arguing
that at the moment.

What we wish to suggest here is

laBor Is loSing ‘the Fight on T-H!
Mobilize the Rank and File Through

A Political Action Congress of Labor!

that a conference of existing political
ucilion bodies, organized on a demeo-
cratic level, involving leadership and
rank and file, be called at once to
consider labor's position in relation
to the 81st Congress and those issues
of particular interest (Taft-Hartley,
housing, etc.). The broader.issues of
labor's political goals and weapons
must inevitably rise, but a POLITICAL
CONGRESS OF UNION REPRESEN-
TATIVES is absolutely required for
our immediate needs.

* Taft-Hartley is still on the hooks.
The most that seems likely to come
of Congress is a watered down ver-
sion of Taft-Hartley. Similarly on
other issues. Labor has to sit down
and plan its strategy for meeting
this situation, and winning its de-
mands, The ranks are not lacking in
confidence, What they lack is the
opportunity to get together to sys-
tematically promote their political
interests.

CONGRESS OF POLITICAL ACTION!

Moreover, new Congressional élec-
tions will soon be coming. The futil-
ity of backing this or that “friendly”
capitalist candidate has been dem-
onstrated for the umpteenth time.
Clearly, the appearance of independ-
ent labor candidates, pledged to
nothing but the advancement of the
people’s interest, is on the order of
the day.

Political poﬂcy. like every other
aspect of union policy, is best made
with rank and file participation, is
best made when coordinated on a lo-
cal und national scale. Let us there-
fore start ceolling in our local union,
in our shops, for a "getting together™
of the  political. bodies that exist
(PAC, LLPE) or are yet to be created.

We can start on a local scale, mov-

ing forward to & natioial tonference -
‘of delegates in’' a° CONGRESS OF

POLITICAL ACTION. Let's start’
“talking it up” in our unions now!

-|-"we, reserve .the right; to..cut, ete,

Reuther Retreats
In Ford Strike —

Discontent Grows

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, May 31—The 24-day Ford strike has ended with incon-
clusive results, in terms of the immediate issue that caused it—
the speedup—and with a moral blow to the prestige of the UAW

and the Reuther leadership.

The Ford Motor Compuny insisted on two main points: (1)
arbitration of the speedup issue, and (2) no talks on pensions or
the contract until after the men went back to work.

Walter Reuther told the strikers a week ago Thursday that

An Invitation

The ecoming convention of the
United Auto Workers faces im-
portant problems of policy and
leadership. This great union has
taken on key importance for the
whole labor movement, and in
many ways its problems are those
of the whole CIO.

In the next period, LABOR AC-
TION intends to follow these prob-
lems closely. But we wish also to
extent an invitation to our read-
ers — especially members of the
UAW—to participate in our dis-
cussion. We invite letters dealing
constructively, informatively, or
critically with the issues before
the Auto Workers.

Viewpoints differing from those
expressed in our own columns are
welcome. Regardless of the opin-
ions expressed, letters will be pub-
lished (as wusual) depending on
their general interest and space
availability, As wusual also (espe-
‘cially’ with respeect to long letters)

Keep 'em as short as possible—
500 words is a good mark.

Gites Secret Speech by High
Officer on U.S. Militarism

The charge that the American mili-
tary establishment aims to fix its own
control upon the country was aired
this week by one of the most respon-
sible labor newspapers in the United
States—*“Labor,” the national weekly
organ of the Railroad Brotherhoods,
in its issue of May 28.

Citing at length from the off-the-
record speech of a high officer, “La-
bor” also ties this trend up with the
recent “Diréctive No. 1" issued by
Secretary of Defense Louis Johnson,
which imposed a gag rule upon any
information to .the press from any

governthent Defense  Department
source.
The railroad unions’ paper says:

“For example, it is charged that the
‘gag’ is being used to muzzle opposi-
tion to army and air force schemes

-to use the proposed merger law ‘o

abolish the Madrine Corps and naval
aviation. Also to cover up the law’s
‘dangers to American democracy.’ 2

Following is the summary of the
speech by the "high officer” as pre-
sented by “Labor":

‘An illustration of this point of view
is provided by a high officer’s recent
talk to a military group. By express-
ing frank and unusual opinions, he
risked punishment under the so-called'
“gag rule” and his name cannot be
mentioned here.

Back of the armed forces merger
bill, he said, “is-a struggle for power
in the entire military arganization. It
is copied out of: the General Staff
book of Von Moltke — is the same
thing that took place in Germany in
1937 to 1939.

“It's the struggle, espeeially in time
of peace, as to- which service will get,
the biggest cut' ofrthe increasing mili- ...

- tary, appropriation pie.

“It.began ‘in 4943, when the ulea of
unification was first proposed 1n. a
secret memorandum by the Chief of
Staff of the Army.

“It was a ‘proposal that there be
set up a unified service, a single Sec-
retary of War, a Chief of Staff as
supreme commander of all the armed
forces, and a national General Staff.

WRITTEN BY GENERAL, ADMIRAL
“The secret papers of 1943 appeared

" in the Senate and House in 1945 and

1946, in a measure which was killed
by Congress. Then, early.in 1947, the

plan was again proposed in the Na-
lional Security Act.”

After a bitter battle, the officer said,
the law was passed in 1947, and be-
came known as the “Unification Act.”
It “contains some good features, but
is heavily weighted in favor of the
military.”

“That was inevitable,” he declared,

“because the act was written by an

air force general and a navy admiral.”

CONTROL OF COUNTRY

“The bill was deliberately drawn
up to permit the military people to
take control of the country in the
next war or before,” the officer as-
serted. 1

.However, the army and air. force
chiefs did not get all they.wanted in
1947, Congress made some changes-in
the bill before passing it.

Now," the officer said, the power-
seeking “ militarists are again after
what they failéd to get in:1947. They
wrote the bill now before Congress,
to get a bigger share of the “pie™ by
doing away with the Marine Corps
and naval aviation, and to make ‘‘the
military” “all-powerful” in this coun-
lry, as it was in Germany and Japan.

“CHAIRMAN" REALLY CHIEF
“One of the amendments would ap-
point a chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff. They didn't dare call him
the Chief of- Staff of the Armed
Forces, so they called him ‘chairman.’
“Actually, he would be. the very
Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces
which Congress would not accept two
years ago. Mg
“A° little paragraph containing
about four lines was slipped into the
1947 act. It said the General Stafl
‘would be restricted to 100 officers.
“The present amendment would re-

move all restrictions. That would
mean an unlimited General Staff, as
they had in Germany.

“One of the dangers of the pro-
posed ‘unified’ organization is this:
REARS DANGEROUS MONOPOLY
" “A bill such as this, bringing all
military branches "into one depart-
ment, under a supreme commander,
would create the greatest monopoly
this country has ever seen—a monop-
oly spending 40 per cent of all annual
appropriations.

“Congress has realized what busi-
ness monopolies would do to the aver-
age citizen, so Congress set up anti-
trust laws to protect the country
against that sort of thing. Yet Con-
gress is asked to create a vastly more
powerful and dangerous military mo-
nopoly. |

“It is said this would result in econ-
omy,” the officer pointed out. “For-
restal said that military ‘unification’
saved the country $56 million last
year.

LIKE PRUSSIAN SYSTEM

“He failed to say that, during the
same period, military expenditures in-
creased from $10 billion to $14 bil-
lion, and are $16 billion today.

“If we have that sort of monopoly,
there is no economy. Military cost
will go up and up, as it has in the two
years we've had ‘unification.’

“The legislation now proposed will
saddle this country with the same mil-

itaristic system it was copied from—

the Prussian General Staffi system.

And with it the ‘gag rule’—the same

sort of thing they have in Moscow.
“These things go to the very root

of democracy,” the officer declared. "’
“They involve the very 1.hmgs we

fought for in the war.’™
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the union wouldn't compromise

with speedup, and (2) it would.

insist on pension negotiations
during the strike.

The major retreat was made
by Reuther. His statement pro-

claiming the settlement o union vic-
tory was disingenuous: "This is the
firsf try. It was a bord clean fight.
We won the first round. Now let's go

_ info the second round—contracts.”

If the unien wins the speedup dis-
pute in arbitration, there will be some
basis. for Reuther's claim. But the
UAW suffered badly with regard to
forcing the company into pension
negotiations. Reuther backtracked in
his demands; he accepted arbitration
—he insist&d on it ag a’ means of
ending the strike; and negotiations
on the contract and on pensions now
begin without any real spirit of vie-
tory or confidence among the Ford
workers! : .

WHAT "VICTORY"?

Whether Reuther outsmarted h:m- ]

self or was -outsmarted by John
Bugas  (Foid’s -labor hoss) in the
final'days of the:strike is secondary

to. the fact thatithe Ford Company

conceded very, llttle, and did succeed |

in making the union revétse its pro--

claimed public policies and progiam. -

When Reuther proposed. arbitra-
tion he suggested it on the basis of
a “loaded” question on apeedup'
Does a man have to make up “work
which was lost through no fault of
his own? Secondly, Reuther had a
deal fixed up in Washington where’
an arbitrafor would be  appointed
who would probably rule in favor of
the union. In that event the union
would have won the first round, even
though it accepted arbitration. :

But Bugas and thé Ford Compony
didn't fall for that one. Instead they
stalled, and finally forced the unionm,
which was now committed to arbitra-
tion, to accept d formuld that coni-
promises the whole fight against
speedup. X

The Reuther leadership had to
spend some time convincing the
Thompson forces in Ford Local 600
to accept the settlement. Even then,:
Tommy Thompson (head of the lo-
cal) told the settlement meeting that
he was still against arbitration.

Although Reuther told the meeting
“I think we will win because our
claim is based on a specific contract
clause," his own lack of confidence
in the results of arbitration were
indicated when he said: “If we lose,
then we still are in negotiatiéns and
we will have a ‘good chance'to change
the line in the contract.” )

If the union cah lose the lpndﬂp
issue in arbitration, as Reuther ad-
mits, where does the victory In the
present séttlement éxist, except in the
publicity - release . of the Reuther
lqudersblp? .

How the Ford workers felt about
the settlement was indicated by the
attendance at the settlement meet-
ing. Less than 4,000 showed up to
vote on the proposal, Why show up?
If the union accepted arbitration“it
was ever, so why waste a day going
to a meeting? For three days the
newspapers had been saying that the
strike was as good as settled. Reu-
ther’s retreat was obvious ta the

most backward workers, let alone to

the union act1v1sts

. HEAT UNDER REUTHER
The Stalinists put out a leaflet de-'

nounding the settlemeént as a “He-

“trayal,” but-didn't. try to make a -

‘major. floor _fight,: (It was one ‘of
those: situations where confysion .and

- :bitterness ‘makes ‘any discussion fu.:
1 :: tile;:and; thesworkers are still hostile
“to ithe: CR,- especially the: Thompson.
-forces who,  while going along with:

the settlement, are doing a real job
on Reuther as the man chiefly re-
sponsible for it.)

Reuther, in his speech, denounced
-the CP and ridiculed its flipfops, but
failed to mention by so much as one
werd his own painfully obvious hﬁp-
flops in this strike.

In the auto industry as a w
the fact that the UAb\rPV dldn’:h\.:l’lli
this fight encourages the other com-

_ pames to ‘continue’ t.he;r drive on

.. (Continiued on, page 2)
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PHILADELPHIA—The May issue of
Huseal ‘107 News (United Electrical,
Radio & Machine Workers, CIO) has
iearried a very excellent series of ar-
ticles written by leaders of the union
on the general topic of “Freedom.”
The articles condemned specifically
tite action of the attorney general in
placing the Industrial Workers of the
World on the “subversive list” (the
first labor union to be so labeled) and
the continued interference of the
military at the Essington Westing-
house plant through denying union
members the right to work in the
aviation gas turbine division because
they are “poor security risks.”

President John Schaefer,
remarks on the listing of the. IWW,
pointed out that this organization
had made contributions to the Amer-
jean labor movement, had opposed the
political parties of big business, and
had denounced World War I as a
war for profits. Because the IWW has
criticized the established social or-
der it is now tagged “subversive.” In
more general remarks on “Freedom
to Criticize,” Schaefer said:

“Criticism—of the nation, of the
union, of society—is what makes for
progress. To silence even one critic
leads sooner or later to the suppres-
sion of all criticism. That is tyranny.
That is totalitarianism. ‘Think as I
think, or dom’t think at all’ is the
ideology of all dictatorships. That is
the irend of affairs at the present
time with the witch-hunts, red-bait-
ing, loyalty oaths, and ‘security-risk’
firings.”

“YELLING LOUD”

The year-long fight-of Local 107 to
maintain job rights for “poor security
risks” was summarized by Business
Agent Francis Bradley. Since last

Phila. UE Local Hits
Nail on Head in Paper

in his

Independent

June the Navy has denied four mem-
bers of the local the right to work
on classified work, and only action
by the union in the form of the 26-
hour sitdown sirike last July pre-
vented the company from interpret-
ing these Navy directives by firing
the employees involved. Bradley
made public a letter which he cir-
culated widely in labor and liberal
circles after the second pair of risk
cases arose eight weeks ago. In his
letter the business agent summed up
the local’s attitude on “Freedom to
Work™:

“The uninformed might believe the
factory is a hotbed of subversives—
it’s not so. It's only because we he-
lieve in yelling as loud as we can
when we lose something—in this case,
something more precious than eco-
nomic gains. Others climb into their
shells. =

“Freedom to Organize” was dealt
with by Edward Saviisky, a general
committeeman:

“Nobody gave us the right to organ-
ize unions so that we could better our
conditions. The men of money and
the government fought us every inch
of the way. . .. It was our own mo-
bilization for action that built the
CIO, and not the generosity of a
‘friendly Congress and President.’ La-
bor has no friends outside its own
ranks. We can depend only on our-
selves. Today the Taft-Hartley Act
and the other attacks on the rights
of labor threaten our ‘freedom’ to
organize. Our only defense is our
own solidarity and determination.”

And, it should be added, this sol-
idarity and determination has to be
shown on the political as well as
on the economic field, by building an
independent party of labor—mnot by
supporting capitalist politicians.

WITH THE

All readers of LABOR ACTION are invited o attend meetings, classes,
lectures and socials sponsored by local branches of the INDEPENDENT
SOCIALIST LEAGUE. For general information -and literature of the ISL, and
for hcﬁl information not given below, write to: INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST
I.ENGIJE. 4 Court ‘Square, Long Island City 1, New York. ‘For information on
the SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE, youth organization of the ISL, write to the
SYL at the same address, Telephone: IRonsides 6-5117.

AKRON
Write to Box 221.

BALTIMORE
Write to national office of ISL.

-BUFFALO
639 Main St., 2nd floor.
SYL meets Friday evenings.

. CHICAGO

333 West North Ave.,, Room 3.
Tel.: MIChigan 9003.

SYL: same address.

CLEVELAND
Write to Box 1190, Station B.
Branch meets Tuesdays, 8 p.m,, at
Slovenian Home, 6409 St. Clair Ave.

DETROIT
9016 12th St.

LOS ANGELES

8314 So. Grand. Tel.: Richmond
7.3230 (if no answer, phone AX 2-
9067).

NEWARK ‘
248 Market St.

NEW YORK CITY

City Center: 114 West 14th St.,
third floor. Tel.: WAtkins 4-4222,
CHelsea 2-9681.

Open daily 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Manhattan Branch: Wednesday,
8:15 p.m. at City Center.

Industrial Branch: Thursday, 8:15
p.m. at City Center.

Brooklyn - Brownsville  Branch:
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at De Luxe
Pilace, 538 Howard Ave. (near Pit-
kin).

.Queens Brarnch: Write to ISL at
City Center, 114 West 14th Street.

NEW YORK CITY—
SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE

For all information, write: Social-
ist Youth League, 114 West 14th
St., N. Y. 11, N. Y.

Manhattan Unit: Open forum ev-
ery Friday, 8:30 p.m. at City Center,
114 West 14th St.

Bronaz Unit: -Open forum -every
other Sunday, 8:30 p.m., at 1330
Wilkins Ave.

Brooklyn Unit: Open forum every
Thursday, 8:30 p.m., at 1768 East
5th St., Brooklyn.

PHILADELPHIA

1139 West Girard Ave., 3rd floor.

Meetings Monday at 8 p.m.

Open House, Sundays 8:30-10 p.m.
PITTSBURGH

Write to national office of ISL.

READING

Write to P. O. Box 1671.

Labor Action Hall, Reed St. (Reed
and Court) is open Sundays, 7:45-
9:30 p.m., for round-table discus-
sions on trade-union subjects.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

Write to Labor “Action Hall, 466
Tenth St., Room 212, Oakland 7, Cal.
SEATTLE

Write to Labor Action, Box 358,
905 3rd Ave.

ST. LOUIS

Write to Douglas Bridge, P. O.
Box 3414, Maplewood Branch, Maple-
wood, Mo.

WEST VIRGINIA
Write to national office of ISL,

YOUNGSTOWN
Write to J..P. Walters, Box 605.

]

A New York Event!

Meyer Schapiro, Moderator:

‘FRIDAY, 8 :P.-M.
.JUNE 10
.83¢ (tav incl.)

THE STATE OF ART TODAY AND ITS FUTURE

Clement Greenberg: art critic, The ‘Nation
Jumas J..Sweeney: author and lecturer ;
-George Morris: artist and art critic ’

Sponsored by Kufchemle nghfs Comm.

Round Table

Prof. of -Fine Arts, Columbia

HOTEL DIPLOMAT
| 108 W. 43d 'St.
New York City

%
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Ford Strike —

(Continued from page 1)
speeding up the workers. The strug-
gle for a better contract and pen-
sions in Ford is made much more
difficult.

An indication of the present situ-
ation is revealed in the quietly ig-
nored fact that -at Chrysler, -where
the union can reopen negotiations
on wages on June 15, Norman Math-
ews, UAW Chrysler director, hasn’t
even issued a call for a national
conference of Chrysler
workers to discuss the problem and
work out a program:

The period of disillusionment with
the Reuther .leadership has ‘'begupn
among the Reuther followers. There
is little indication that the CP will
gmn. The other anti: Reuther fadtion
seems o be completely dormant or
still punch-drunk from all the defeats
it took in recent local union elections.

But in the Reuther ranks, dissat-
isfaction has grown and \has “be-
come more vocal. It remains to be
seen if it becomes strong enough. to
force some changes in the Reuther
leadership at the next convention.

. ‘ [

Baltimore —
(Continued from page 1)

management to get bookings of plays
for next season, They contacted a
number of actors and actresses who
have refused to 'play at segregated
houses, also Lillian Hellman and Eu-
gene O'Neill, who have refused to
permit their plays to be booked where
there is segregation.

Actors Equity was notified and has
already told the committee that it
has notified its New York members
and has urged them to route their
plays to the Maryland.

This victory on the Baltimore seg-
reégation front can be credited to the
perserverance of a mere handful of
people from the Baltimore Interra-
cial Fellowship and the NAACP who,
for fwo yedrs, ‘kept the issue alive
by picketing Ford’s in ‘all kinds of
weather and in the face of lack of
cooperatien from many Ba!timure
“liberals” who expressed thelr sym»
pathy and walked on thraugh It is
a vindication of the _thgory ‘that a
half dozen people (or less) with prin-
_ciples, a program and consistent ac-
tivity can move mountains.

Vg .
Dog-Eat-Dog System,
“A lot of us ate dog food during the
depression. It was not poisonous, But
I don’t think a foreigner would a
preciate getting a can of it for human

consumption under a fancy American
label. .

"Once someone has bought inferior
food under an American label he ‘will
be through with American goods. We
should learn from the British. Their
labels stand for quality. In fact it is
probable they export their best grades
and leave the lower qualities for
home consumption.”

~Congressman :Crosser (D. 0.,
chairman of the House Commerce
-Comimittee, at his commlttee hearing
Apl‘ll 28.

We have no doubt that “a! formgn—
er” woulﬂ object to getting a can of
dog food under a fancy label—but
does the.good congressman think that
the Ohio constituency which elected
him (here at home) consisted of Aire-
dales?

N 2 : Ve
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By ¥ETTA -BARSH

Fund' Drive Director
MAY 30—This week’s colleclions to-
tal "$1123. With "three more collection
reports and a little over two weeks
to go, 60 per cent of the $14,000 goal
has been achieved.

There is no doubt but that this is

the time for an all-out effort by ev- -

eryone. Thanks ta the continued co-
operation of SYL units, the difference
between the quotas set -and $14,000
has been reduced to $957.

-However, -if ‘we -are -to -snllamed in
raising $14,000, all units in the drive
will not only have to realize their
‘respective 'quotas but' they will “have
to .exceed them. A mnumber of the

League branches, appreciating this
fact,’have unofficially incféased -their
“quotas to l'lelp méet the $14/000 goal.

_'We urge all branehes to make theu-
a.]l out effort now: you have unly two

* more weeks in wlich to make collec-

tions. See to ‘it that all pledges are
turned in immediately and ‘begin

Branch ‘Quota -Received PerCent
Bronx SYL ......ooooovei v, $50 $78 156
Chicago SYL ....................... 100 152 152
T L SS—— 50 58 116
Brooklyn SYL ...........ccoevennnnnnnn. 5 52 104
Berkeley SYL ..o, ' 52 104
Philadelphia ...........c..ccovvninninns ; 349 87
Cleveland ..............ccccooevvrrnnnnnenn. _ 339 85
‘New York City ...........ccoeevverne : 3406 - 85
7y T O 20 80
BUBAI0 ...cociannisisiiie 10 7% 7
Newark ......... Trsessipiomansies smssnasnsnes 3¢ 212 n
‘Chicago ............... T 1500 1005 67
San Francisco ............cceceveennn 800 525 &6
Detroit ... 600 359 60
Reading .......ccococcrennniinins 100 50 50
‘Manhattan SYL .. e 507 25 50
Buffalo SYL ........c.ccocceneieinnens 50 25 50
Labor Action and' New Int'l ...... 150 68 45
Akron ... A 200 79 40
‘Ndtional Office ... ‘150 521 35
“West Vlrglmu N E— 43 34
Bt i 300 80 27
BOSEOR * ooccioiisoiimassoin abiasionms 100 22 22
Los ‘Angeles .... 500 107 21

| Youngstown ............ueee.. 100 20 20
Pittsburgh .......... R - 50 2 4
‘Baltimore ...........cccceee. s 200 4 2
Connechcud' ................................ 50 0 0

' Indlunu . S sy EA 100 -0 0
Orégon ... ‘50 0 0
Miscellanequs 983 0 0
WOTALS ..o $14,000  $8428 40
Readers of LABOR ACTION: Pitch In!
Here'smy $.......c.......... for the ISL Fund Drive.
L e B T T Date ...
AAAress ..o e oo
L e e A -Zone State ...

‘werking -on -your, oversubscription.

Buffalo madeé &' 40 per cent jump
this week with its $400 contribution.
This raises its total contributions to
$790. The Buffalo Fund Drive director
writes: “We WILL make our FULL
QUOTA in time. Will do our best to
get an extra 20 per cent.”

Philadelphia, which has been main-
taining a steady and even pace, sent
in $61 this week together with word
that we will be hearing from this
branch again shortly. Philadelphia is
now second only to St. Louis in the
list of League branches.

SYL STILL IN VAN

Cleveland is right behind Philadel-
phia this week with another $55 con-
tribution, which raises its collectiions
lo 85 per eent of its guota. New York
City joined the Cleveland branch in
the 85 per cent bracketl; it sent in
$265 and the assurance that it hoped
to do even better the.following week.

Our San Francisco Fund Drive di-
rector collected $63, which brings ils
lotal up to 66 per centl and gives it a
good chance of meeting its quota with
ease. San Francisco is now putting on
a real push to go over the top.

Seattle makes its first appearance
in the drive this week with an %80

By JOE CLARK

The Cleveland Board of Education
has just voted to obtain anti-Com-
munist oaths from 5000 of its em-
ployees, including its 3300 teachers.
An excited discussion preceded the
introduction of the legislation. The
only employees of the board exempt-
ed from the oath are those who work
by the hour.

The legislation was introduced by
board member Charles A. Mooney
and was seconded by Joseph M. Gal-
lagher. Comment by Mooney: “I see
no reason on God's green earth why
anybody would not want to stand
up and be counted. This will make
them go on record as Communists or
liars.” Comment by Gallagher: “Any-
one who wouldn't go along on this
thing has no place on our
rolls; the hell with them.”

DEADLOCK

Negotiations between the Warner
& Swasey Co. of Cleveland and the
International Association of Machin-
ists to settle the five - months-old
strike have been ended with both
sides standing firm. The strike in-
volves 1800 workers, mostly machin-
ists. No further meetings are sched-
uled or contemplated and it looks
like a hopeless deadlock. The union
is seeking a 10-cent hourly wage in-
crease and six paid holidays a year.
The union’s offer to submit the dis-
pute to arbitration has been rejected
by the company.

CIO VS. CP

The Cleveland Industrial Union
Counecil (CIO) has just gone on rec-
ord as-being solidly -behind the Mur-

‘OHIO LABOR NOTES
Cleveland Board of Education
Slaps Loyalty Oaths on Teachers

school

contribution. At the wvery beginning
of the drive the branch felt confident
that it would be able to meet its ‘$300
quota. Since then it has encountered
unexpected difficulties but we are in-
formed that despite its slowness in
getting started, the branch will meet
ils quota.

The Socialist Youth League con-

tinues to head the list. It had a total .

quota of $350 ($50 of which represent-
c¢id a voluntary increase in the origi-
nal guota)—and to date the receipts
from the SYL total $370. The indi-
vidual units of the SYL continue to
set the pace for all.

The contributions from SYL unils
lhis week total $53: the Buffalo SYL
has gone over the top with its $27,
the Chicago SYL has coniributed an-
other $24 in its effort to meet its $200
unofficial quota, and the Berkeley
SYL has sent in an additional $2.00.

QOur Minnesota friend continues to
add to ‘his original contributions. An-
other $5.00 has been received from
him with word that he is increasing
his personal gquota to $50 and hopes
to meet it before the end of the drive.
Other friends have sent in a total of
‘$22 which helped 1o inerease the con-
tributions listed under “National Of-
fice.” '

ray leadership in opposing “leftist” -

(i.e, CP-controlled) unions. This
could not "have happened a few
months ago. The CIUC has only re-
cently passed from Stalinist control.
This is noteworthy because of the
fact that the national convention of
the CIO is scheduled for €leveland
next Ottober.

At a meeting of the council on Mau.lr
-25, Secretary James Quinn offered a
resolution to.the effect that the Sta-
linist leaders must either follow CIO
policy or they will be kicked out
next Qctober, The resolution was di-
rected -at the Farm ‘Equ:pment Work-
ers, the United Office ‘& IP.rofessgonal

Workers, the Longshoremen’s Union '

and the Mine, Mill & Smelter Work-
ers, The board members also cast
their eyes over at the 'United Elec-

+ tricdl ‘Workers, in which-an opposi-

tion is conducting a drive to oust the
Stalinist leadership.

Quinn stressed the need for
strengthening the council’s political-
action committee and its campaign for
voluntary $1.00 contributions to fi-
nance its political campaign this year
and against Senator Robert Taft next
year.

LAYOFFS

Layoffs _fgmwing out of the Ford
strike have reached more than 4000
in Cleveland and another four or
five thousand are working short
time. Heaviest cutback was one af-
fecting 3000 workers in an auto-parts
firm. A machinery and foundry firm
has laid off 1300; an electrical ma-
chinery plant 500 and two other auto
parts firms 500, all as a direct result
of the Ford strike,

Labor and the Pope
To the Editor: '

Gordon Haskell in his article on
Pope Pius' pronouncement to em-
ployers on the relationship between
them and their hirelings was timely,
but he might-have handled his mate-
rial to'better advantage.

Pius XII, several months after his
election in 1939, directed an .encycli-
cal to the hierarchy of .the United
States attacking the .schools of .this
country. In it he said, ‘God has or-
dajped that for the exercise .of vir-
tues and for the testing one’s worth
there be in the world rich and poor.”
A statement issued by the Catholic
Inter - American . Seminar on Social
Studies in 1942 insists that “the Ghris-
tian concept of labor must be re-es-
tablished.” This derives from the dic-
ta issued by Pope ‘Leo XIII .in his
encyelical Rerum .Novarum. -This
“Christian concept,” according to
Pope Leo, as interpolated by the Sem-
inar, elicits this anomolous dicta: “The
poor must live well.” (!!) A.fatuous
statement if there .ever was one. It
also says: “It is a.fatal.error to re-
gard economic: life as<independent of

. the moral teachings of the -chu::ch."

Insofar as it is possible for the
“poor; to:live well,”;the church,gagily
reasons : that .a .satisfied “poer” ;who
is willing -to unﬁergo the . ngors of
being -poor and ,all: Lh.at ;80@s vwith . it,
while . at- t.he :game; fime ﬁlwtng well,”
will  be ‘exercising virfues (that .are
God -ordained, 'that will ,fest t,h@_n
worth, for after all man’'s rewand ;ds
not on this. earth but ‘in, the :here-
after. By this line .of reaspning the
church subscrjbes to: the b1hhcal quo-
tation of the -chance of a rich man
entering the kingdom of heaven.

The church, whose -Latin motto is
“Always the Same,"” -is compelled by

forces beyond its control, such as

“reasoning” which does not make
“right” in the mind of the church, fo
travel in the same direction .as the
current while at the same time fight-
ing it and w1$h1ng it would ‘ow in
the direction .the chureh says it
should.

In order to -méinta—in its *grasp .on
its millions .of communicants, it is
compelled, however much it may dis-
like and despise progress, to enter
into the arena of modern politics and
into the labor uniéns. The ACTU
bases itself directly -upon Pope :Leo’s
labor -encyelical. -What these Calho-
lic-sponsored union-.groups are striv-
ing to -perpetrate upon union mem-
bers is a .stratified class society in
consonance with what all the .popes
after Leo have ordained 'as “heing
obedient to those ‘who .command -them
and .to.God.”

This is .the state where the rulers
are implored ‘to be kind to -their
slaves and the-lattér to be obedient
to their masters. .Camille Ciariferra,
a notorious apologist for the -Vatican,
wrote: “The ‘Viatican, Heing -a eonserv-
ative force, feels that its help will-be

" invaluable -to -the Anglo - American

powers in the petiod-of.post-war re-
cénstryction.” This ‘wWas iwritten in
1942, and -how true: Cianferra’s asser-
tion was is witnessed by Catholic ac-
tion in the realm of world pelitics
and, in.firte,’ in‘every:facet:of human
activity where it can make itself
heard and felt.

Cianferra’s use of the word “con-
seérvative” is understating it. ‘The
long record wof -the :church against
science .and . demonstrable truth, its
black record of, persecution of here-

tics (all in the name of God) its tacit

approval of the fascist dictatorships

which brought the ecross back into
the classrooms which spensored and
backed with force the church's dic-
tum, are all on the record to see and
understand. That ‘the éurch cannot
openly indulge iis despotic divine will
is because of the very progress which
it ‘so intransigently fights, and will
till its dying breath.

s Norman JOHNSTONE

1 = . 4j ‘ge
On Indonesia Policy
To the Editor:

The time has come for LABOR
ACTION and the.Independent Social-
1st_I__.g_qgu_e to repudiate the policy of
critical political support to the hang-
meén of the Dutch Republic, Hatta
and ;Soekarno.

An AP .dispatch from Java dated
May 7, 1949, states that these two
gentlemen have -accepted the follow-
ing three-point policy: (1) ‘Issuance
of -an order to Republican .guerrillas
to cease their warfare; (2) Coopera-
tion ‘with-the Dutch in restoration of
peace and maintenance of order; and
(3) Participation in the round-table
conference at The Hague.

The meaning of this “compromise”
is obvious: the Republican. leadership
which once, despite its compromises
apd capitulations, represented in a
distorted way the needs .and . aspira-
lions of the people for independence,
has become a complete puppet of the
Dutch. These “revelutionary intellec-
tuals” will now become ’police-ser-
geants in charge of diping out the
guerrilla forces for their Dutéh mas-
ters.

‘Had Jack Brad’'s policy been fol-
lowed, i:e, “joining freely with , ., .

the social democrats —and without
conditions,” and not creating an al-
ternative arena of struggle {mdepen-
dent revolutionary army) but ﬁghtmﬂ'
under the military leadership and
control of :the -Republican: officers—if
this policy 'had been 'followed, then
the fate of Indonesian independence
would be sealed. The new “residents”
(an old word for native puppeis of
the Duteh) would now be in an ideal
position to disarm and -disperse Tan-
malaka's revolutionary forees. As it
is, to my knowledge, Tanmalaka will
continue to fight the Dutch -at the
head of the Prolétarian .Party.

‘With this changed situation our-po-
sition must be revised from that

stated in my letfer to LABOR AC- _

TION in the March 21 issue, to the
following:

(D Against the Jog;akarta govern-
ment as a Dutch puppet regime.

(2) For continued, uncompromising
armed struggle against-the -Dutch and
their new_ residency.

{3) Political and material support
to the Proletarian Party, headed by
Tanmalaka. ' ' _

R. MAGNUS
. ; ’

‘The -1étter column is alwiys open
to viewpoints on the guestions-raised
by Comrade Magnus. Comrade ‘Brad

-has‘beén invited to reply.—Ed.

Roped Outiby LA

Gentlemen:

Looking over an old issue of LA-
BOR ACTION (December 27, 1948)
we were particularly interested in
the article “Irgun: Threat to Israel
Democracy.” As former members of
Betar, your article was a-tremendous
influence on our decision to resign

and affiliate.ourselves with a religious

labor Zionist group. However, many
of our friends and acquaintances are
still members of the organization. If
the true facts were brought to the at-
tention of these Betarim with liberal
le,anmgs we .are sure they would no
lTonger care to be associated with such
a reactionary group. We therefore are
writing to you for ‘any assistance in
the way of facts, pamphlets or news
.of any kind showing factual evidence
of Betar's fascistic leanings. We

~should be grateful for your coopera-

tien ‘in this matter. We know the

~manner-in which unsuspecting Zion-

ist youth are “roped in” and fed the
‘propaganda of heroism and valor .of
the Irgun Zvai Leumi.
Sincerely yours ——
[The two writers, giving their ages
as 16 and 17, request that their names
be withheld in publication.—Ed.]
L ]

We're .certainly glad that our two
correspondents were -diverced from
Betar .by LLABOR ACTION's €xposé
of the Irgun, and we hope that after
seeing more of our paper they will
decide fo affiliate with a socialist or-

_ganization. Meanwhile the request for

,more information on Betar has beén

referred to the authors of the “Irgun”
article, Comrades. Al and,Ed Findley.
—Ed.

‘ORDER YOUR 'BOOKS !
THROUGH :LABOR ACTION
'BOOK SERVICE
4 Court’Square
Long Island City 1, N, Y,

R A S i e TR Ty et




I I BP0 e L o i

Rt o) S e e L Y

T T R A

June &, 1949

LABOR ACTION

o[)ono/on . c[)dfer

by GEORGE STONE, Editor, Socidlist Leader———

The Local Elections in May: An Augury?

The correspondent who challenged my analysis of the Labor Party’s
strength in this country- [See letters in last week’s issue—Ed.] possibly
feels that the results of the May local elections substantiate his claim that
Labor is losing ground. Let me admit at once that I did not anticipate the
trend of the April elections to continue so markedly in those which took place
early this month. But I would ask my correspondent to examine the results
factually and objectively before jumping to any conclusions.

The seats involved were last contested in 1945 and 1946 when there was
a landslide in Labor’s favor and no one was so foolish to suppose that Labor
could do quite so well this time. To some extent, indeed, Labor’s position
improved over the April county council elections. In the April eleétions, the
Labor Party lost on an average four seats in each area '(¢learly a reaction
to Sir Stafford Cripps’ April budget), but in the elections held this month
the average loss dropped to a third of a seat.

Commenting on the elections, the Observer, Britain’s foremost ‘Sunday
newspaper, stated that "it is unwise o compare local with ndtiondl elections.
The Conservatives have yet to win a by-election, and until they do Labor has
-good reason for thinking that it will get back to power in i_'?SB. ‘though with
a reduced majority." ; '

And the London Times (May 14) had this to say: “It is still very far
from certain, however, that the national belance of political forces, say, next
May, will be similarly tilted, . . . It seems to be wsual now for about twice
as many electors to vote in Parliamentary elections as in Jocal elections. It
is doubtful whether those who have not voted in the local elections, many of
them earlier supporters of the Labor ‘Party, are likely to be-divided between
the parties in next year’s general eléction in the same proportions as those
who have just voted. Party loyalty will'be more on its mettle.”

N o L]
The Fight Is Between Labor ‘and Toryism

What these elections have clearly shown is that the Conservatives have
streamlined their local party organizations with some effect, and that there
is no immediate prospect of the people giving any serious consideration to
any nominees other than those of the Conservative and Labor Parties. The
smaller parties suffered devastating defedts—the only successful-ILP can-
didates were those who were not opposed by the Labor Party—and the Stal-
inists were treated so ignominiously by the electorate that their boast to put
one hundred parliamentary candidates into the field for the next .general
election must be considered just an empty threat. .

The défeat of the Stalinists is welcomed and is not '\yrpl'_tll’fur!h_er com-
ment. But when will such parties as the ILP face up to realities ‘and dccept
the logic of the present situation? Surely the fact that workers in all parts
of the country have ‘refused ‘to ‘back a third party,-in contrast to ‘their con-
tinued loyalty to the Labor Party, is a measure of the ILP's mistake.

At the moment such intetfvention in elections by the ILP merely displays
its weakness. But if the ILP vote were large in next year’s elections—enough
to split the working-class vote—victory would in all probability go to the
Conservatives and we would be saddled with a government more reactionary
than any we have known, )

Those who support intervention in elections at this stage argue that it
presents a “glorious opportunity” to build a genuine sotial-revolutionary
party. The assumption appears to be that such a party can ‘be built without
the support of organized labor. But if the working-clags has such a party
to thank for a period of Tory rule, it will be far less likely to look upon it
with anything but marked hostility. ) )

1 consider it all important to prevent the return of the Conservative
Party to power. Such parties as the ILP cannot effectively help in this

_fight outside the organized labor movement. The choice before ‘such parties

is whether to work within the movement of ‘social-democratic “feformism
or to increase the chance of the reactionaries by splitting the working-class
vote. I believe that to jeopardize the best prospects that the working ‘people
of this country have ever had is too high a price to pay forthe luxury-of
hugging a self-righteous purity to our bosoms.' : ’

Exit Two Stalinist Stooges

Meeting in London this week, the N_at_ional Executive-of the Labor Party
expelled Konni Zilliacus and L. J. Solley, two Labor members of Parlia-
ment. The expulsions caused little surprise. Zilliacus, who was for eighteen
years a member of the: secretariat of the League of Nations, and who
earned notoriety for being its hest-dressed member, has consistently op-
posed the government’s foreign policy. So have many-others, but Zilliacus
has supported the Stalinist pafty line on almost -every issue, and if he
isn’t a Stalinist party member, he has certainly given .every impression of
being one. ) )

No member of a British political party has served the Kremlin more faith-
fully. Both he and Solly were among the 21 Labor members who were signa-
tories of the Nenni telegram about a year-ago. Since then Platt-Mills,‘a Sta-
linist if there was ever ‘one, has been expélléd ‘from the Labor Party, ard ‘it
was known that Zilliacus and others would be similarly dealt with if they re-
fused to accept party decisions.

Let me_hasten to add that much of Zilliacus & Company’s -eriticism of
Labor’s foreign policy was justified. Where I part company with them.,
however, is on their method of propagating their-grievances and the groups
with whom they associated. Stalinists are not interested in peate; _théir
main—indeed only—objective is to swing Britain into ‘line -with Russia.
Whether this involves Britain in war and ‘her eventual ahnihildtion is 'of
no concern to these people; whether it means the décimation of the work-
ing-class movement is likewise of no importance. | .

The servants of the Kremlin do not quéstion—they obey! And, it is _be~
cause Zilliacus. and his associates have mnot given ‘-s'uﬁic:i_ept consideration
to this aspect of the issues, that they have lost Whatever ‘sympathy might
have been coming to them in their present dilemmal *

Zilliacus will disappear from the political scefie. The Tabor Pgrty has
given public notice that it will tolerate no 'Stalinists’:within its ranks, and
we have no reason to doubt its intentions on'this score.

But in the end, the question whether Stalinists ‘will become -a menace
in Britain will be answered not by executive committées but by the ‘rank
and file both inside and outside the labor movenienit. And that, in tdrn, Will
depend upon the willingness of the Labor Party to a;_‘ddptl programs and
policies more in keeping with the times and the temper af'the'l_pepple.
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COME TO THINK ABOUT IT . ...

By JOHN BARNES

One of the blessings of free enterprise to befall
harried humanity in recent years is television. This
product of science, ingenuity, and stock issues brings
into the American tavern (and threatens to bring into
each American home) dubious entertainment skillfully
designed to repel the overwhelining majority in all age

and interest groups.

Thus far, free Americans retain the upper hand;
we are free to turn away, to twist the switch if it is
at hand, or to frequent watering places which cling to
the old-fashioned principle that refreshment and en-
joyment are found in the glass rather than in the
sereen. -But how much longer will we have this advan-

tage?

This is no idle question. Particularly in the face of
reports which tell of two uses that the Entertainment
Committee of the National Association of Manufac-

* turers predict for the television medium,

These good-natured roustabouts, always ready for a

jolly seasen of strikebreaking or -a witchhunting safari,

TV's Got a Future: Here's How
To See Eye to Eye with the Boss

eyes, he sees- money being taken from his pockets! Here

look up from their -dividend reports long encugh to tell

-us-that-felevision will be decidedly invaluable: in conduct-
iig time ' dnd motion studies and ‘promdting greater effi-

-clency-on the -production line.

The future is .quite clear, dear brethren: Workers

of the world, prepare for audition!

SOUL-SEARING. -HORRORS

Luckily you need not rehearse lines, rouge your
cheeks or practise balancing your lunch basket on your
head Avhile punching the time c¢lock. All that is neces-
“sary is that you surpass a beaver-in will and a giant in
strength—so as not to spoil the picture.

‘For 'picture, if 'you will, the office ‘¢f a modern hard-
working tycoon. While trying to arrange for a foursome
-of golf af the country ‘club, vur hero flicks his television
‘switch. -Immediately "on his -wdll ‘theré ‘appedrs in black

he is forced to sit idly by while loafers (all reds, when
you get right down to it) throw a monkeywrench into
the next stockholders’ report. '

As ‘he watches further into the day he is beside him-

self with rage and indignation as he notices thirty-éne-
minute:lunch periods, bits of conversation, and additional
‘trips to the washroom.'In short, his day is ruined, along
with his digestion.
) The logical conclusion to theése soul-searing labors
is easy to see. He stumbles into the arms of his wife
babbling, “Darlang, I'm exhausted. I watched those
vermin for almost four whole hours today.” The darling
in this case, being a woman of breeding, suavely sug-
zests an eighteen-morith cruise in the Carribean and
the appointment of a less sensitive, more robust, under-
ling watcher. The country’s best brains are thus pre-
served in salt water and the boys in the shop continue
to put on a rollicking eight-hour show daily.

Should business decline, of course, the assémbly-line
cast may “go off for the summer.” Off to the unemploy-
ment insurance office, that is.

"TWO-WAY TELEVISION
Now before the highly paid minds in the labor bu-

reaucracy come to grips with this television problem,

an ‘obvious suggestion is in order. This suggestion, if

lt-aken't_o heart and to negotiating conferences, can eas-
ily ‘result in the horrors of peace, security and abun-
dance and can lose for us our priceless heritage of un-

‘front office.

and -white ‘(color is not due until 1951) a detailed pic-  ISM!

‘Yure of what is%going on in all'or a portion of the shop.
‘The *telephone line beirig busy, he turns his atten-
tion ‘to the assembly line. And it is here that he sees
the unpardonable: one man is blowing his nose, another
is pausing to-Wwipe his glasses and a third is walking—

‘slowly, no less—to the washroom!

"Need we describe the feeling of apprehension that
fills the dlleged mind of our hero? Here, with his own

EPONSOTS.

employment, war and eapitalism.

It is this: When a ‘television set is installed in the
front office for efficiency purposes, the union shall insist
thet o set be likewise: installed ‘before each worker, And,
while the front office peeps on the production line, the
production line sliall keep a close television ‘eye en the

After a few hours (it may even take days or weeks)
of seeing just Who is doing What for ‘Whom—SOCIAL-

How can it miss? For once the Joes and the Janes
down below see all the “know-how, initiative, risk and
enterprise” that goes into the making of an unearned
buek by “management,” there’s no doubt but that the
production program will undergo a ... change of

'So we're all for it. Bring on the cametas! But just )
be sure they’re shooting both ways!

FBI Case in CP Trial —

~ (Continued from page 1
overt act in such comnspiracy charges
‘and proof of a “cléar and -present dan-
ger.,” The Smith Aect has alreddy had
its wvictims, the 18 members of the
Socialist Workers Party convicted in
Minneapolis during ‘1941,

The core of Budenz's testimony is
that by reverting to Marxism-Lenin-
ism in 1945, on orders from the Krem-
lin transmitted in the famous Jacques
‘Duclos article, the CP once more be-
came the “revolutionary” party it al-
“ways had been except for the lapse*
of the war years. '

THIN REASONING

Budenz cannot prove this by the
‘writings and action of the CP (in
fact, Budenz admitted that in ten
"years 'as a CP journalist and editor
‘he had never advocated the over-
throw of the government!)—so he de-
‘Vised a circuitous means of reasoning
to make his point. Reduced to its ele-
ments, the reasoning goes like this:

Marxism-Leninism 'equals conspir-
atorial violent overthrow of the gov-
‘¢inment. Proof: the Bolshevik Revo-
‘hition. But the deéfense can deny that
“this is true and back up its statement
“with quotations ‘from Lenin. ‘Budenz
“teplies: ‘Lenin invented an Aesopian
language ‘through which he said one
‘thing “and ‘meant another, Using this
‘magic key, Budenz says that any doc-
ument ‘in which the occult words
““Hiarxism-Leninism” appedrs is an
appeal toa violent revolutionary con-
‘gpifacy. o

But more than one of Lenin's ene-
mies has admitted that his great abil-
‘ity as a teacher of Marxism lay pre-
cisely in his ability to get to the heart
of the matter with a minimum of lit-
erary frills and circumlocution.

The real doubletalk came through
the -attempts ‘of -the Stalinists to hold

. -fast to their.claims of being Leninists

while justifying all their flipflops and
the most dastardly -acts against the
-working class. ‘Completely distorted
-and without -a:particle of its original
‘nmieaning, the CP has used the term
“Mafxism-Leninism” to mask every
betrayal pérpetrated by Stalin in the
past guarter ‘century.

As the CP in the past used the
magic word to justify counter-revo-
*lufion, now Budenz and the govern-
ment ‘use it to prove their own
charges against the CP leaders.

PARADE OF STOOGES

The dozen witnesses who followed
:Budenz to the stand were divided
“between formier militants who had
left the party in disgust and stool-
pigeons planted in the CP ranks by
the FBI. Through their testimony
they attempted to buttress the main
-oullinies of -the case presented by Bu-
‘denz. '

Much was made of the fact that
.CP miembers someétimes use false
names or merely initials in -party rec-
ords; that certain educational meet-
ings were held in private with only
‘gélected party members invited to

“attend; -and that'the reconstitution of -

"the 'GP in'1945 was carried out from
above in a typically ruthless and bu-
réaucratic ‘Stalinist manner.

“While most of the ‘FBI agents had
béen ‘irustéd members of the party,

none had reached the upper levels of
the apparatus. They were function-
aries on local or state levels and lit-
tle of their testimony touched direct-
Iy on the defendants themselves. Al-
most invariably the “revolutionary”
statements guoted by the witnesses
were made by persons of miner status
in the party who evidently let their
desire to establish themselves as fol-
lowers of the “new line” run away
with their tongues.

At the conclusion of the prosecu-

tion’s case the defense made a series
of motions to dismiss the case. Judge
Harold Medina showed 'interest in

-only one—that no evidence of a “clear

and present danger” had been pre-
sented. This doctrine had just been
reaffirmed by the Supreme Court in
the Terminiello case, but Medina
made his own interpretation and held
that the government had presented
ample evidence for the trial to con-
tinue. All defense motions, as through-
out the trial so far, were rejected.

| SPARKS in the NEWS

-
Cynical—but True

Donald Ramsey, columnist for the
railroad brotherhoods’ national news-
paper “Labor,” has got something
here. Writing of the Stalinist strike-
breaking in the Berlin “El” strike,
he comments: "

“That situation was made to order
for General Frank L.: Howley, com-
mandant of the American zone. He
was a prosperous advertising man in
civilian life, and knows a good ‘sales
talk’ when he sees it.

“The chances are Howley is none
too friendly to unions in the United

‘States, and would be for ‘calling out
‘the troops’ to quell a railroad strike
‘here. ‘But in Berlin he talkéd good

union language, to ‘sell’ the German
workers on Uncle Sam and against
the Russians.

“He issued public statements call-
ing the young Communists ‘scabs’ and
‘strikebreakers,” and spoke of the
‘Red’ German polite in terms like
those American unionists used to ap-
ply to the Pinkertons and other armed
thugs hired by hard-boiled ‘American
employers.” (May 29)

‘Got an Extra Million?

In 1948 the Curtis-Wright Corpora-
tion got a $35 million tax refund.
Darryl F. Zanuck, the movie mag-
nate, igot back $174,973 from .the gov-
ernment, and there were many other
huge refunds.

Did you-ever step to }vonder why

rich men and big corporatiens hire
experts to figure out their taxes, yet
pay so much more than is necessary
that Uncle Sam has to “hand them
back a lot of money?

By LEON TROTSKY
| Marxism
[in the
United
States

The answer is very simple. The
government refunds not only the
“overpaid” money but interest at the
rate of 6 per cent on it. With savings
banks paying one or two per cent
interest, and with bond buyers re-
warded on the basis of 214 per cent
(at maturity), it makes overpaying
your income tax a very profitable
venture—(From the Reading Labor
‘Advocate,

Short Story

- President Truman’s summer White
House at Independence, Mo., is being
painted by a non-union man.

So says the local representative of
the painter's union, in a letter to
Truman.

The non-union painter, John H.
Moler, says he doesn’t understand
“why the union is so upset.”

Mrs. Truman says (according to
Moler): “That makes no difference
fo me.”

Mrs. Truman says he has an un-
quenchable love for organized labor.

So the summer White House is be-
ing painted by a non-union man,

Indirectly Speaking —

(1) “We should not’ criticize profits.
We've got to keep GM profils at a
high level but they are only a small
part of the good we do indirectly.”—
M. E. Coyle, executive vice-president
of General Motors.

(2) “GM reported that its net in-
come represénted 10.7 per cent on
sales as ‘against 9.4 per cent last year
and 11.5 per c¢ent in the pre-war pe-
riod. This rise in the profits on siles
“is a small one considering the volume

. done,:and yet it demostrates that the

idea of-lowering the profits on greater
volume is still preached rather than
practised.”—C. F. ‘Hughes' column in
that well-known subversive organ,
the New York Times, May 1.

(3) Coyle's fotal compensation last

' year as an officer of GM was ‘$441,099

—close {0 a half million—not count-
ing unearned dividends on his 6789
shares of ‘common stock.

You see what he mieans by a “small
part of the good we do indirectly.”
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"The 'industrial dnd ‘commercial bourgeocisie,” fally asserted "Professor
Joseph A. Schumpeter in 1942, in the very midst of the bloodiest imperidlist
war to date, "is fundamentally pacifist and inclined to insist-on the applica-
tion of the moral precepts of private life to international relations.” :

The professor cited no evidence to support his fascinating assertion,
one of many wonderful things found in his anti-Marxist work, “Capitalism,
Socialism and Democracy.” :

If you believe the professor, then of course you need not concern your-
selves with the possibility of a third world war. But if you are ¢éne of ‘the
industrial and commercial bourgeoisie, or one of the victims of 'that preda-
tory class, then you will be hip-deep in concern with the new blood bath
which the “private enterprise system” is preparing for the world. 4

Just recently in Chicago a few hundred of the “industrial bourpeoisie”
concluded a 10-day study course on economic mobilization “planning, 'the
second in a series of such courses conducted throughout the nation by the
Armed Forces Industrial College. The course was not “planning for war.”
Professor Schumpeter would have liked the term used for ‘the éourse It
was “planning for the prevention of war.” "

Third World War Will Bring Ten-Cent Dollar

Some of ‘the ideas ¢xpressed during the seminar are of general interest.

Perhaps of greatest interest was the talk presented by Commuander Green-
halgh on the inflationary prospects of a future war. A third war, he sdid,
could lift the public debt from its present $252 billion to $600 billion. Inter-
est charges would be "staggering,”" declared Greenhalgh. Debt -service on
the present national debt now costs $5'2 billion-a year. On a $600!billion na-
tional debt it would rise o $12 ‘or $15 billion. - i s

Greenhalgh doesn’t believe the government would consider repudiating
the public debt. Instead, he believes, prices might be allowed to rise, with
the dollar further devalued as a means of lightening the debt “burden.“He
predicted a “nine- or ten-cent dollar” in terms of 1939 purchasing power,
as the aftermath of another world war. “The dollar of ‘today, ‘worth less
than 60 cents in pre-war purchasing power, might very well become a
nine- or ten-cent dollar of a post-World-War III period,” he -said.

o L] o - - )

Is There an Adding-Machine in the 'House?

Lecturers described the increasing costs of war. Whereas the annual
expense of maintaining a soldier today is $3,300 (against  $1,350 in 1940)
prices of raw materials and manufactured goods would be up 50 per cent
from World War II, in the event of another war, it was declared. .

Assuming 12 million men under arms, and purchase of the same amount
of munitions as in 1944, a new war would cost $143 billion a year. If it lasted
as long ‘as'the United States was in the recent war, it would cost $540 billion.

‘The U. S. bill for the last war was $381 billion, of which $153 billion was

squeezed out in taxes and $228 billion was borrowed. .

Commander Greenhalgh said the prevailing opinion in top military
circles was that a war with Russia would continue longer than .the fracas
with the Axis powers. : '

Among the subjects discussed by the peace-loving industrial and com-
mercial bourgeoisie in the present study course were joint strategic plan-
ning, geopolitics, joint mobilization, and ‘the relation of economic -factors
to political and military problems.

[ ]

Economic Notes

“ Profits through 1950 are assured the peace-loving aireraft manufac-
turers, according to official sources which show current backlogs of ‘prime
military aireraft and engine contrators to total $2,626,303,694, a sum
which is less than half the total to be spent on aireraft and .equipment by

the air forze and navy. Forecast for 1949 is that the industry will show

an operating profit of about $200 million. . . .
Tito recently signed a large contract with the Continental Supply Com-
pany, a subsidiory of the Youngstown Sheet & Tube Company. The contrdact

-calls for the company to supply several million dollars' worth of ‘oil-driliing

equipment and tubes to the Yugoslavian ministry .of mines. American ‘techni-
cians' will go to Yugoslavia to supervise installation and operation "of the
equipment. . . .

The Chevrolet division of General Motors Corporation has purchased
a war-built manufacturing plant in Saginaw, Mich., which it now occupies.
Chevrolet paid $1,300,000 to the War Assets Administration for the prop-
erty. It was built at a cost of more than twice that figure, $2,800,000.

Ten Giants of Steel: Net Profit ;After Taxes

1939 1946 1947 ‘1948
U. S. Steel ... $41,119,934 $88,683,530 $127,098,148 $129,627,845
Bethlehem ... 24,638,384 41,731,931 51,088,375 90,347,560
Republic ... 10,671,343 16,033,468 31,018,409 46438382
& Lo o, 3,188,944 ' 10,854,084 19,225,184 31,222,451
National 12,581,636 20,461,651 ' 26,838,788 40,121,506
Youngstown ...... 5,004,484 14,254,905 26,299,923 35.711,732
Armco 4,011,909 18,552,491 25,002,210 32,030,712
Inland 10,931,016 15,556,897 29,888,558 38,606,897
Sharen 255,497 2,857,856 6,722,019 9,234,983
Wheeling ............ 5,560,753 5,372,910 ‘10,445,161 15,050,044

More on UWF (see Page 4)—

Cord Meyer and Russia

The World Federalist views on Russia are presented most ¢om-
pletely (though unofficially, as we have noted already) in the book
published by its president, Cord Meyer, Jr., entitled Peace or Anarehy.
Where these views lead may be sketchily illustrated by the following
remarks in_Cord Meyer's discussion of the subject: . :

As long as the U, 8. has the Bomb and Russia has not, Russia “is
forced to take emergency measures . . . This consideration lelps to
explain as legitimately defensive Russian policies which many 'have
considered irrefutable proof of aggressive design.” '(Page 70.)

"Sacrifices for armaments are never popular . . . It therefore seems
‘fatuous to demand, that the Soviet' government replace the strict dis-
cipliie of the Communist Party with the more representative :methods
of pdrliamentary democracy.” (Page 71) ) .

“Likewise, the iron curtain must continue to hide:the Soviet Union
behind its impenetrablé folds so long as the threat remains of ‘atontic
and bacteriological attack. The curtain of censorship ‘performs-two
funections indispensafle to Russia’s security. ‘It is) first, @ ‘military
necessity . . . The second . . . is to preserve a unified: opinion within
Lthe Soviet Union.” (Page 72) - b '

“To Americans, ‘the ‘existence of the Russian secret .police is the
most damning indictment ‘adainst the Soviet state. ¥et it-is difficult 4o
see ‘how so useful an instrumént of national 'sécurity odn ‘be -elimindied,
while the basic need for preparedness remais.” (Page-73) - $ 3a

“Until atomic aggression is no longer «a possibility, the Soviet .
leaders must maintain huge occupation armies as a'simple and obvious
measure of self-preservation.” (Pages 76-77) = ; RERRAL

This is a¢ close to an apologia land (in a sense) a justification o
Russian totalitarianism as anyone will see outside: of the' Btalinist
and Stalinoid press. We emphasize that Meyer is driven into this
position, not by pro-Russian sympathies, but by the dilemma of ‘his
position—that Stalin must be persuaded and that he must therefore
be viewed as persuadable, the Russian-facts of life notwithstanding.

A by-product is its implication for ‘the U.'S. If the ‘Russian:system
of regimentation is legitimate,” "indispensable,"” "so useful," and "a
simple and obvious measure of self-preservation” because ‘of the danger
of aggressign in'the world . . . then how can'a redsondble’person deny
the same ‘expedients to Washington? We have no déubts about the
sincerity of Tord Meyer's (or UWF's) belief in-democratic: processes-or
their detestation of the Russian system, but they and 'their followers—
having been crowded into this "line" by a sét ¢f Ideas—sholild stop to
examine the implications. R L SR

We socialists do not believe that the danger of war in the world
justifies the abandonment of democratic rights in wny sénse. Nor did
Russian totalitarianism arise as a reflex to the atomic bomb. One
scarcely can gather from Cord Meyer that this monstrous regime arose

" long before the present world situation. ' ' ' :
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About -the United World Federalist Movement and Its Program —
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and on college campuses.

official declaration of principles is

The erganized movement for the idea of world government is rep-
resented in the United States by about eight groups, the most important
of which are: the United World Federalists, headed by Cord Meyer, Jr.,
‘| : ‘author of Peace or Anarchy; Federal Union, founded by Clarence Streit,
: author of Union Now; and the Citizens Committee for UN Reform,

-|- established by Ely Culbertson,

3 Of these the largest and most important is the UWF, and it is this
organization and its ideas which are the subject of the accompanying
article. Founded in February 1947 through a merger of five groups, it
claims about 30,000 or 40,000 members today, organized in chapters
based on congressional districts (assembly districts in New York City)

One difficulty in discussing the ideas of UWF is the fact that Its
"phrased in general terms" (as one
of its pamphlets, by Vernon Nash, says), skirting a host of questions
upon which there are varying points of view within the World Federalist
movement. But the pamphlets, folders, and other literature which it
- publishes and distributes go beyond these general ferms and present a |
system of ideas which is more susceptible to dicussion. The article is
based upon this official literature of the UWF.

b

fs World Government Achievable

Through the Present Governments?

By HAL DRAPER

The perlod between the two world
wars saw a flowering of peace soci-
ties of all kinds in great profusion.
It was a natural development. Even
the First World War—which was
less savage than the Second, and
may in the future appear to be posi-
tively idyllic in comparison to the
horrors of a third world war—
aroused the loathing and revulsion
of everyhody to whom civilized val-
ues were dear. The atomic bomb was
still only a Buck Rogers-like fan-
tasy, but it was freely predicted
even then that another war could
mean the end of civilization as we
know it in untold destructmn and
aegradation.

- The Second World War did not
quite live up to the direst of these
fears, but it came close enough fo
justify them in triple measure to a
generation which lives in dread of the
Bomb, of germ warfare, and of super-
sonic robot missiles. It takes only a
minimum of imagination and a widely
possessed degree of sensitivity for
any man or woman today to become,
if-not panicky, at least appalled by
the fate which looms before a world

- gpparently passively drifting toward

A.rmugcddon 7

What can we do? What can we do?
WHAT CAN WE Do? WHAT CAN WE
DO? The question beats insistently
in the brain as soon as the full
horror of this post-war world is
grasped.

‘And for the same reason, the ques-
tion becomes: What can we do right
npw? Something must be done right
now.. There must be something we
can do right now ...

A Powerful Idea

f‘ The political psychology of the
“peace society” is based on the kind
of thinking which refuses to go more
than one step beyond this impressive
question, It would be unfair to say
that it is based on panic. It would
be:fairer to say that it is based on
the yearning for a short cut to peace,
driven by legitimate and even laud-
able anxiety.

The multifarious peace societies
of yesterday were often simply im-
bued with the idea ‘that if -enough
people  talked Peace Peace Peace,
there would be peace. This empty
snl]:ness is not with us today, at least
in: organized.form, The crop of peace
movements which have followed the
recent war are in comparison grown
up and sophisticated.

They-are founded on an idéa. It is a
pe‘wlerhl idea, it is a programmatic
idea, it is a great and idealistic "vi-
sion, and it is a perfectly correct one.

1t is the idea of World Government,
the aim of a supra-national power
superseding the clash of national
nurelgnfles. a United States of the
Woerld.

‘We socialists are for the goal of
a’ world government, which would
eliminate the obsolete national boun-
daries into which the earth is divid-
ed, We enthusiastically agree that
only under a world government, or

unider its adequate beginnings, can

world peace be achieved.

.'This understates it. The fact is
that*this conception has been part
and parcel of the socialist program
and 'socialist thinking for over a
century. The World Federalist move-
nignt’ today, as it should, likes to re-

Iet to? the great men of the past who

£ 1

* pioneered the conception—to Vol-

taire, to Tennyson’s “parliament of
man,” etec. We have absolutely no
objections. But they do not find it
necessary to mention that it i& the
socialist movement and socialist ed-
ucation over the past hundred years
which is responsible for making the
conception familiar to millions, espe-
cially in Europe—and not Voltaire
and Tennyson. , . . In fact, it is no
exaggeration at all to say that the
world-government movement of to-
day is living off the fruits of one of
the seeds planted by socialist educa—
tion,

Persuade the Rulers?

But it is, and always was, only one
of the facets of the socialist pro-
gram, for good reason. The World
Federalists have ripped it out of the
context of ideas which gave-it flesh
and blood, and have converted it, and
it alone, into the be-all and end-all
of their program.

Socialism explained how the young
capitalist class, struggling against
the old feuda! regimes, needed na-
tional centralization for the full low-
ering of its new economic system.
How the national states developed
apace with the development of capi-
talism itself. How both capitalism and
its attendant nationalism ot first
played a distinctly progressive role in
making possible the modern develop-
ment of technology, prerequisite of
plenty for all. How, having outlived

this task, the expansion of capitalism

turns into the expansion of imper-
ialism, and how the legitimate na-
tionalist yearnings of peoples are
turned into the present-day Jugger-
nauts of the national sovereign capi-
talist states, ‘arrayed against other
developed and rapacious. capitalist
states, each seeking to bolster a
senile social system by the exploita-
tion of other lands. How it is neces-
sary to change this economic system
in order to make possible the achieve-
ment of a unified world in which the
once-useful national idea is raised to
the higher level of real international-
ism.

But the World Federalists have -

ripped the conception of world gov-
ernment out of this historic context,
indeed out of any historic context.
And it becomes something a bit dif-
ferent. It becomes the basis of a
movement devoted to persuading the
pregent, existing governments to give
up their sovereignty and.form a
world government. ! _

This is the crux of the matter,
and we shall see what it leads to.
The present: governments are the
historic outcome of one-two-three
centuries of struggle by rival capi-
talist classes against each other, by
fully crystallized and hardened na-
tional sovereignties developed for
national advantage—and it is these
rresent governments that are to be
persuaded.

-
Unity by Conquest

Can a world government be
achieved under the present govern-
ments?

This is certainly possible in one
way, unfortunately. That is through
the conquest of the world by one
power and its imposition of world
government from above, whether the
top dog be the United States or Rus-
sia. It is, in fact, the road advocated

:

I.eugue.

NTERESTED’ Get acquamfed with the
i*lndependent Socidlist League

: [j I want more information about i-he ideas and prmmples
_of independent socialism and the Independent Socialist

[:] I want fo join the Independent Socialist League.

hy one . eminent worl:d-govei'nment

- exponent, Bertrand Russell. But this
is specifically and completely reject- *
ed. by the movement organized in

* pedce ‘camie to the Italian’ peninsula

the United | ‘World - ' Federalists

(UWF), and we could not improve’
much on- their- characterization ~of
“*ghified the German states by “blood

this “idealistically” motivated mod-
est proposal for super-imperialism
and a world-wide Iron Heel in the
name of democracy.

Bertrand Russell's program has one
virtue: it is conceivably realizable.
This is, in fact, its decisive virtue in
Russell's own eyes (he has a personal
distaste for world conquest). The
UWF, having rejected it with praise-
worthy vigor, is left with the program
of persuading the rulers of the world
to ... abdicate. _

The World Federalists. have, we
said, ripped. the world-govefnment
concept out of its historical context,
‘but  they are not ,backward .about
ap‘pea]mg to “tﬁe lessons of history.”
This "consists. roughly. in pointing

“‘out that, for example, there was con-

stant warfare between England and
Scotland until both were united un-
der a single government; that there
was warfare between the Italian
states until all were unified under
one government; that if the thirteen
colonies could stop their scrapping
and voluntarily federate under a
single government, why can’t the
‘nations today? ete.

Russell, in spite of his monstrous
viewpoint, could give this bit of his-
torical naiveté a proper working-

Vign Tak? It oas ¢

> out! Does it ‘really never’ occur to the

‘World," Federalist, historians  that
*peace ‘came to Britain only_ when
‘England cn'nque:ed the ' Scots, that

“only ¢ when ‘oﬂe Italian’ state con-
‘quered the others, that Bismarck

and iron,” ete.?

Wherever rival power groups have
been opposed to each other, where
there are interests of collapse-or.
survival involved for the power group,
unification has been achieved enly Iw
conquest.

It is even more tempting to pur-
sue the analogy of the U. 8. eolo-
nies; but it may be sufficient to point
out this much: The secret convention
of . representatives of the colonial
ruling class who drew up the Con-
stitution had ..internal - scraps: but
they were able -to iron them out by
compromises, But with the later rise
of a quite different ruling class.in
the South, one based on a different
‘economic system (slavery), no com-
promise was able to avoid, the “irre-
pressible conflict,” the Civil War. Be-
cause what was involved was not
bargaining for advantage, but the
life-and-death of a ruling class as
such. -

Or perhaps the World Federalist
school of history tells us that the
Civil War was merely a misunder-
standing? This brings ‘us to the first
of the three most important fallacies
of the UWPF.

Fallacy No. 1: Wars Are Simply
Unfortunate Misunderstandings

Surely one can hardly propose a
cure for war, as the World Federal-
ists do, without holding a notion
about their cause.. The UWF has
such a notion,

It is: War results from mutual
fear. Only that? Well, primarily
that. e g

“As the diplomatic representatives
of both countries [U. S, and Russia]
publicly fire insults at each other

. . fear feeds on fear until both
governments may awake to discover
that the docile instrument of propa~
ganda has become their master , . .

"It is as if one told two men ‘“lﬂ‘l
they were sworn to kill each other.
They might first be unwilling to be-
lieve it, but the precautions both
would take could only convinde each
of the murderous intentions of the

‘other and serve to provoke a final

tragedy of errors.” (Cord Meyer Jr.,
Peace or Anarchy, pp. 83, 85.)

_“The present drift . . . is less the
product of any clash of rival inter-
ests than of mutual fear. There is
actually no real clash of vital inter-
est between the Soviet Union and the
United States.” (James P. Warburg,
How to Achieve One World.)

The gigantic world slaughters of
cur days result primarily, demswely
from regrettable and avoidable mis-
understandings. This is the rock-
bottom theory of World Federalism,
and a moment’s thought shows why
this otherwise disconcertingly naive
theory is necessary for a movement
which banks its all on persuading
the present masters.of the world,

Tragedy of Errors?

Was the Second World War be-
tween the Allies and the Nazi power
also simply a “tragedy of errors”—
or was it irrepressible because both
sets of rulers wanted the same
things (markets, _ colonial slaves,
control of backward .countries for
capital investment, etc.) and because
they could. not. mamtaln their na-
tional power w1thout them? I do not
know that the World Federalists .ex-
tend their tailored theory backward
in'time, but why not?

In fact, the statesmen of 1-I|e world

‘must be blithering idiots. Twe world

wars devastating the earth, destruc-

tion accomplished and threatened on .

a scale hard for the mind to grasp:—

blunders! We see this so clearly, ex-

plain the World Federalists (as did a
thousand  others before the Second
World Warl, but the statesmen go
right ahead. Twice already-—~worse to
come! Aren't we justified in conclud-
ing that they must be stupid, witless,
clodpated,::sbrainless imbeciles, dolts,
boobies- and nincompoops—in short,
idiots?

~Now we socialists also have our
unflattering opinions about the pres-
ent rulers of the national states, but
we do not regard idioey as the com-
mon denoninator of thelr 1mpelfec-
tions. G

It is c‘éHamly true that neither
the U. 8. nor Russia wants war (and
neither did Hitler, we may add in
the same sense with no charity to-
ward that tyrant) —they want some-
‘thing else which means survival-or-
collapse for their respective power
groups, their ruling classes. They
both have-to expand their economic
and. political power or else suffocdte
within their national borders.

The World Federalists have getten
a whiff of d germinal idea and do not
half realize the import of what they
are broaching. One World is not
merely a necessity to prevent war—it
is an economic necessity for the full-
est flowering of econamy in a world
where economy is world-wide, a
worid economy. .

The national boundaries are obso-
lete not only because they breed
fear; they are obsolete because they
choke and distort the inevitable need
for political integration in 4 world
where economic integration is al-
ready a faet in various ways. No
nation can live within its borders
alone. Each rival ruling class seeks
to integrate the world for itself, for
the economic necessities we have
mentioned. i

They do not want war. any more
than two dogs want to fight over:a
bone; they merely want the bone.

War is a tremendous risk, espe-
cially in the atomic age? We venture
the opinion.that even President Tru-
man -knows. this as well as Cord

Meyer Jr. This aspect of the World

Federalists’ emphasis harks back to
the yesterday of the peace societies:
Everybody nods. his head. But the
statesmen.go on doing what they
have to'do, because they have to do

- it, and they go.on sincerely hoping
a misunderstanding, a complex of .

that it does not lead to war, as it
must.

Fallacy No 2: Persuade Stalin
To Abandon Totdlitarian System

This is the meaning of the very -
strange attitude of the UWF taward :

Russia.

It is strange because there is no -
. question of pro-Russian or pro-Stal-
inist sympathies involved here, not *

even of the Wallaceite kind. (In fact,
the UWF has an “anti-subversive”
clause in its rules which should make
the FBI very happy.)

The firat item of their apprqagh

5;:‘tovyard the Russian question: in | re- !
‘lation: to : world

government, i§ ‘ux
doubtedly correct, on the basis of
their premises. Russia must be in it.
(This is the main difference between
the UWF and Clarence Streit's
group Federal Union.)

Russia must be in [f—otherwise it
is not a world government at all.
Worse: otherwise it will not mean
peace. What would be the meaning of
a federation without Russia? The
danger of war is between the U. 5.
and its satellites and Russia and its

satfellites. A federaticn of the first

camp would merely be a flghhr alli-
' ance of one of the war camps in the

cdvdnhges. corfclnly. but it would
not bring peace nedrer. As Grmvll’le
‘ Clark says' in d pamphlet pubiillled
* by UWF, it would be as likely fo pre.
cipitate war as te forestall it.

So Russia must be in it; else it is
MOk & peace'secheme hut sqmethmg

'with restraint) : “Has a g‘wen

. any indication ‘of being: favorably

interested in world government?—
None.” None indeed; the Kremlin
merely denounces the movement as a
“dirty imperialist plot.”

A Modest Proposal

So? The whole thing seems to go
up in smoke, does it? A good idea
perhaps, but Stalin isn't persuad-
ed...?

world, It would have ffs ‘benefits and

lelge, But | {as‘ a UWF pgt phi et{says.
ussi

‘No. The. UWF people, without be-
ing in the slightest sense pro-Rus-
sian, are literally driven and hogtied
in a pasltwn where they present, as
the key objéctive of their movement,
the effort to find out . .. whether the
Russian regime is really the brutal,
bloody . totalitarianism that it’s
cracked up to be. It goes this way:
—Is it? Who knows? Some claim
this, some eclaim that. We're not
Russia-huters. “They have as much
to lose as we do in a mutually de-
structive war.” We're not pessimis-
tie. Until the U. S. itself declares
for world -government, “we cannot
tell whether the purpose of their
present policy is aggression or de-
fense.” It is possible to have “an ef-
fective system of security protecting
theém and us alike.” (The quotes are

'f: omi Cord’ Meyer)

Would world government protect

““them”? Who is “them””? The Rus-

sian peoplé? In that case, of course.

‘But the totalitarian ollgarchy of the

Kremlin? -
With almost unique naweté in this

‘day and ‘age, the UWF proposes in

its optimistic way to make a modest
‘proposal - to the Moscow butchers
(we use this restrained and modér-
-ate epithet in' order not to offend too
many people). We paraphrase:
“Mr. Stalin & Co.: We propose
that you give up only some of your
power. We do not wish to be unrea-
sonable, so we limit these conces-

sions to the following few. Give up'

any control over armed forces [this
to a regime which is based on naked
terron]. Give up sole control over
tariffs and currency [this to a re-
gime which won’t even give out eco-
nomic statisticg]. Give up the armed
forces of the MVD (GPU, or secret
police) [this to a regime which keeps
millions in slave camps]. Give a

- bunch of foreigners (world-govern-

ment inspectors) the right to inspect
and patrol your economic setup from

top to bottom [this to a regime’

which is apt to arrest @ man for
visiting a foreigner’s home]. Give
foreigners (world government) the
right to ARREST YOUR CITI-
ZENS [to UWF, this #ight is a ne-
cessity for world government].”

It can be shortened: "Messrs. To-
talitarians: We propose that you give
up your totalifarianism, in the inter-
ests of humanity."

Slight Difficulty -

Now it is a sad faet that while
various forms of government can be
and have been federated under one
roof, there is at least one form of
government which cannct be feder-
ated. That is a totalitarian govern-
ment,

' Totalitarianism means ‘that every

facet of every department of 11fe,
every organization, every source of
power, every potential source ‘of
power, every institution which might
become a potential source of power
—all must be under the undivided
sway of the bureaucratic state.

Now if the devoted and self-sacri-
ficing activists of the World Federal-
ist movement wish to consecrate their
energies to the task of persuading
Stalin that his totalitarianism was a
lamentable blunder in the first place,
that its steady development into
forms that continue to amaze and
startle by their extremeness is merely
the outcome of the idiocy congenital
to statesmen, and should be volun-
tarily cast off by a resolute act (of
the selfsame idiots) . . . then we can
only suggest that they are presuming
too much on Stalin's .idiocy.

The strangeness of all this can
be Highlighted from another angle.
The World Federalists do not pro-
pose the enforcement of a world Bill
of Rights. They argue, with justice
on the basis of their premises,. that
this would exclude Russia, and Rus-
sia must be in. Very well. But they
are democrats. And so they follow
up this hard-headed self-restraint
with another (also perfectly cofrect)
argument -to appease the sentiments
of anyone outraged by the lack of
world Bill of Rights enforcement.

They argue: the very existence of

a world government will mean more

and more “free exchange of ideas,”
intercourse, breaking down of bar-
riers, the spread of democratic be-
liefs, the demonstration of the su-
periority of our ideas over the Rus-
sians’, ete.

Yes indeed.

That's WHY the Russian rulers are
not going to be persuaded that world

" government will protect "them." They

will not last an historic minute after

that. And while. they notoriously have

no insuperable prejudices against
cutting throats, they draw the line
against cutting their own. Not even in
the best interests of humanity.

And the whole existence of the
UWF is founded on the premise:
Let’s find out if they will.

Suppose they do find out, what
then? Suppose the U. S. makes some
kind of ‘world-government proposal
and Stalin rejects it? At this point,
the. UWF people sadly add: In that
case, we will be forced to accept a

federation of only those countries’

willing to enter, without Russia. But
haven't they demonstrated cogently
that such a federation would not be
an . instrument of peace? Yes, they
have; but this demonstration is never
repeated at the point mentioned.
Still: doesn’t every idea have its
slightest difficulties?

Fallacy No. 3: World Government

Will Benefit U.S.

This too is perfectly true if the
people of the U. S. are meant. But
that is not the question. It is 4 ques-
tion of the life-and-death needs of

‘the U. S. capitalist system; and the

questmn doés not change if this sys-
tem is referred to euphemistically
as the free-enterprise system.

We have pointed out that the U. 8.
(like the rest) does not want war—
it wants something else. The capital-
ist. economy of the U. 8. also must
expand into the world, or die. The
meaning of the second alternative is
clear enough before our own states-
men-in the form of the capitalist
systems -of Europe today, shattered

and weakened by the war, incapable

in their extreme’senility of expan-
sion, and' which are literally dying
before our eyes. '

U. S. capitalism is the only capltal-
ism''which Is ‘alive and kicking today,
the only éne that is a going concern.
It is. top dog. It cam remain so only
if its expansionist drives have free
play in the world. The U, S. does not
want war (because its statesmen are
not idiots) but its official economists,
such as the president's Committee of
Economic Advisers, proclaim that the
American dollar (that is, American
investment) has to penetrate into
every corner of the globe if its econ-
omy is to remain healthy. This is the
well-known Point 4 of Truman.

The same committee’s latest re-
port to the president indicated clear-
ly enough the extent to. which the
post-war pseudo-prosperity.has been
shored up (and a bust avoided so far)
hy the growth of the war economy
in this country. ° ]

Spartan A‘I'hi'ude

The spread of the American dollar
comes smack up against the Russian

¥uble (andithe Ruspiar "bp.yonet] ins
‘its penetration of the world econ-

omy. The ‘billion$ bemg ‘poured- out
directly and indirectly in war prep-
aration constitute the safety valve
which stands between capitalism and
its crisis. In the face of this, Chester

‘Bowles (a leading UWF luminary)

writes in Harpers:

“Deprived of the economic hypo-
dermic of war or armaments races
or military-aid programs [as the re-
sult of world government and peace]
American economy will have to
prove itself capable—as I am confi-

Capitalism Too

dent that it can—of avoiding the
bust that follows the boom: it will
have to prove there is nothing in-
consistent between a comprehensive
program of social welfare and the
preservation and indeed enlargement
of political and economic liberties.
Similarly, Russian communism . . .
will have to prove its ability to raise
the living standards of its people.”
This is an admirably fair-minded
attitude, designed to appeal to every
sportsmanlike instinet. Or perhaps
it is more like the attitude of the an-
cient Spartans, who exposed a new-
born baby on a mountain top for a
whlle—conmdenng that if the baby
did not survive, it was obviously no
loss anyway. One need not pretend
that there is nothing to be said for
it. But still less than parents are
the rulers of a social system pre-
pared to strike the Spartan note.

Considering the long record of cap-
italist economy and its busts, Bowles'
confidence in the ability of the profit
system to get along with peace and
plenty shows a determined will, al-
ways a creditable thing in a states-
men. But—suppose it can't? Is Bowles
perhaps able to tell us'why the coun-
try could not emerge from the deva-
stating crisis of the '30s until the war
came along to float it out on blood?
Depression or war, fear of depression
or fear of war—the profit system has
been shuitling between the two for
over a cenl'ury.

U.S. Won't Abd:ca'l'e

Furthermore, as we have pointed
out, the U. S. is the proud possessor
of the only capitalist system that is

still a going concern in the world.

In Europe, ‘all kinds of disturbing
operations are being perfmmed on

World Government: Road to Lasting Peace?

the capitalist structure, in England,
France, Italy, the rest. In Asia,
there is precious little love for either
the U. 8. or its free enterprise.’
Surely, the U. S. will not have a
majority in a world government, not
by itself, even with the weighted

“votes of various kinds proposed by

the World Federalists, Is U. S. capi-
talism going to put its fate in the
hands of a world-government major-
ity which will not have the standards
of the NAM nor even of Truman?
It is not here a question of a social-
ist majority or an anti-capitalist
majority in a world-government set-
up. Even with the present govern-
ments, and on the basis of even the
minimum economic powers proposed
for a world government, it is inevit-
able that all kinds of holes be shot
in the economic structure of U. S.

. capitalism.

We would go further if it were
necessary: we would add that the
very existence of a world govern-
ment would require and lead toward
a greater and greater assumption of
economice control over the national
states, and would in faet tend to un-
dermine the whole capitalist struc-
ture of the United States. But it is
not even necessary to try to demon-
strate this here. It would certainly
undermine the power of U, S. capi-
talism vis-a-vis the other countries,
even in the short run.

This is an argument for world gov-
ernment in our eyes; it may be an ar-
qument for world government in the
eyes of World Federalists—but it is
NOT an argument for world govern-
ment in the eyes of the Powers That
Be in Washington and Wall Street.

The U. S. capitalist class will not
abdicate any more readily than Stalin.

We socialists are entirely for a
supra-national government which
will set its face against any and all
imperialism, which will integrate the
economies of its world, its curren-
cies, ete., regardless of the effect of
this indispensable course on the pri-
vate-profit system and the well-
known sacred riglits of property.

No Short Cut

If we have a quarrel with World
Federalism at this point, it is only
because there is no point in wasting

energy trying to persuade the capi--

talist class of the U. 8. that this
program is in ¢fs interests, any more
than there is a point in futilely trying
to persuade totalitarians to be phil-
anthropic. We believe in building a
labor and socialist political move-
ment to take the government out of
the hands of this capitalist class and
its two parties, in order that the
great aims of both peace and secur-
ity shall be schieved. _

It is especially in Western Europe
today that 'there exists the very
greatest need for political and eco-
nomic integration across national
boundaries. Precisely because the
capitalist systems of these countries
are in such shattered, prostrate con-
dition, even the top leaders of these
countries proclaim the need.

But it is not only as an economic
enilfy that a unified Western Europe
is needed. |t is needed also for peace.
A "Western Union" which tore itself
free from domination from Washing-
ton as well as from Moscow, inde-
pendent of either power, would be o
tremendous force for peace.

Where the UWF is justly afraid
of a Weéstern federation which in-
cludes and is headed by the U. S. as
being merely the organization of the
anti-Russian ‘'war bloe, a genuinely
Independent Western Union, though
not a world government, could be an
independent power standing between
the two colossi. Our independent so-
cialist co-thinkers in Europe pro-
claim the need of such a federation.

But because the weakened capital-
ist powers of Europe are dependent
on U. S. capitalism for their life-
blood, the statesmen of the West who
talk about world federation are not
at all willing to federate independ-
ently of both Washington and Mos-
cow, the only kind of federation that
can make for peace.

World government—yes! An Inde-
pendent Western Union in Europe—
yes! But the road to it does not lie
through the persuasion of the same
kind of governments that have al-
ready dragged us through two world
wars and are feverishly preparing for
the third. The road lies #hrough
changing these governments, through
building a chor and socialist move-
ment that can challenge the power of
capitdl and reorganize society in the
interests of the masses of people.

The fight for socialism is no short
cut, and it does not appeal to the
psychology ‘of the “peace society,”

. but'it sets itself the aim which alone

can make world peace possible.
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