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By A. FARRARRA

A bitter attack on Washington’s re-
actionary policy in Latin America was
delivered by Eugenio Aragon, Guate-
malan workers’ delegate to the In-
ternational Labor Organization’s reg-
ional parley now bemg held in Mon-
tevideo.

The ILO, an affiliate of the United
Nations, is examining labor conditions
in Latin America. Aragon denounced
“imperialism” and charged that the
current anti-Communist drive in the
hemisphere is serving as a cloak for
neo-fascism,

The frankness with which the labor
delegate from the tiny Central Amer-
ican republic spoke is explained by
the fact that Central America is a
powder keg today. Reactionary po-
litical forces are on the offensive, and,
as the experience of the last few

months shows, are ready to fake the

road of civil war to install militarist
and totalitarian regimes.

A few weeks ago Guatemala was
the scene of an attempted uprising
against the Arevalo regime. Prior to
that, the Nicaraguan dictator, Somoza,

U. S. Backs Dictators
South of Border, Sa ys
Guatemalan Delegate

who has long enjoyed the support of
the United States, attempled an in-
vasion of Costa Rica.

The epidemic of counter-revolution-
ary uprisings in Latin America began
last October with the Odrias uprising
in Peru. No sooner had the r'nilital_'i_sts
unseated the Bustamente government
than the United States recognized the
Odrias regime, and thereby gave the
go-ahead signal to reactionary forces
in the other Latin American countries.

A wave pf conspiracies, aborted up-
risings and disturbances in Chile, Bo-
livia and Venezuela immediately fol-
lowed. Only the Venezuelan coup
d’état was successful. Again the
United States granted recognition to
a. regime that had come to power
against the will of the majority. ...

In this struggle between *“democ-
racy” and “militarist reaction,” the
United States has acted and continues
to act as the ally of the landlord-
militarist ruling groups.

In addition, the United States has
blocked several attempis made by
Latin American representatives in the

(Continued on page 4)

Morale High in Singer Strike
As Company Remains Arrogant

By A. WINTERS

ELIZABETH, May 7—The end of the
first week finds the Singer workers,
over 8,000 of them, solid in their de-
termination to win a decent contract
‘from . this . intermationil sewing --ma-
chine -m nopoly The workers are
members of Local 401 of 1he United
Electrical Workers, CIO.

The Elizabeth workers were joined
by the Bridgeport, Conn. Singer
workers, members of UE Local 227,
on May 4, who voted 12 to 1 to go
on strike after contract negotiations
resulted "in the same arrogant atti-

tude displayed by Singer m all’ of it§

plants.
Pledged to support the strikers are
the Singer workers of Truman, Ark.,

and the Furiiture Workers, CIO, of '

South Bend, Ind., and the Singer
workers of St. John, Canada, members
of the Steel Workers, CIO. Negotia-
tions are being planned to get the
support of the Singer plant in Scot-
land.

Evidence of the arrogance and
union-smashing attitude of the Sing-
er officials is shown by the following
news item that appeared in the New-
ark Evening News of May 2 under
the head: “MERRY CHRISTMAS TO
STRIKERS, HIS OFFER.”

“ELIZABETH—At a conference of
Singer officials in the Winfield Scott
Hotel last night, M. L. Lightner, vice-
president of the Singer Manufactur-
ing Co. and of its sales subsidiary,
the Singer Sewing Machine Co., sug-
gested that when checks for last
week's pay are mailed this week a
card reading ‘Season’s Greetings—
Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year' be included. -

“He said the strike could last un-
til 1950 and beyond before he would
consent to any modification of the
work-standards system or any other
of the major demands of the strikers.
The company reportedly has in ware-

houses enough machines, parts and

needles to take care of normal de-

mand for at least six months.”
However, the morale of the work-

ers is high. Picket lines are well
_manned m all kmds of weather and

ers are in evldence everywhere
The Stalinist leaders of the strike

(Continued on page 3)

Build- the-

Across the country last week, inau-
‘gural meetings to build the new In-

dependent Socialist League were suc-

‘eessfully held in a series of political

meetings. These meetings combined

‘the announcement with celebration

of the ‘iraditional holiday of world
labor, May Day. Members of the Na-
tional Committee of the League
brought messages and greetings.

Noteworthy in the reports from
the main centers was the presence of
numbers of workers from shops in
major industries and unions. Lengthy
discussion and question periods fol-
lowed the main addresses. Keenest in-
terest was evinced in the reasons for
the launching of .the new organiza-
tion.

Since a fund drive is under way to
provide the financial base for the
ISL, readers will be glad to know,
that these meetings were in every
instance unusually successful in this
respect as well. _

Eighty-five people, most of them
workers from auto plants and stu-
dents from Roosevelt and Chicago
Universities heard Max Shachiman,
ISL chairman, at the Chicago inau-
gural meeting forcefully reassert the
necessity. for socialism. Don Morgan,
of the Socialist Youth League, urged
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the whole of Germany."

It iIs this now obvious fact which has greatly tem-
pered the enthusiasm of the German people and the
Berlin population at the welcome news that the 10-month-
old alrlift Is about to end. While the immediate danger
and tension of war has greatly relaxed, new and even

larger questions are at stake,

The rapid events of the last week have brought pro-
found changes in the European and world situation as a
whole, as well as in Germany itself. The disclosure that
secret negotiations have been going on for iwo months
to lift the blockade was followed by the actual event
itself ahd arrangements for a new Four Power confer-
ence to be held this month in Paris. Finally, the Bonn
Assembly concluded its work and announced the for-
mation of a federal republic for Western Germany.

All these happenings have, understandably, been
greeted by people everywhere with a genuine, if some-
what skeptical, enthusiasm and eagerness. To many, it
seems that perhaps the cold war is coming to an end,
that a peace treaty with Germany may actually be
signed and a new era of good will and East-West cor-
dial relations is about to begin. Let us see how much

truth there is in such expectations.

SHIFT IN STRATEGY

That Stalin and the Kremlin rulers have decided
upon. a_ significant shift in strategy and tactics.is- he-~
= yona any questmn ‘It is, of course; far too soon to meas-
ure the extent and depth of this change, but we shall
soon know how far Stalin is prepared to go by observing

End of Berlin Blockade Launches
New Stage in Battle for Germany

“The ending of the Berlin blockade," said Dr. Kurt
head of the German Social-Democratic
Party, "means the start of a new and great struggle for

as well as by keeping a sharp eye on Stalinist tactics
and strategy elsewhere. Nevertheless, there is no ques-
tion that by this sudden shift, Stalin has reopened

once more the whole question of Germany and its future.

exactly this.

But despite the remarks of President Truman, the lifé-
ing of the blockade does not simply put matters back
‘as they were a year ago when the blockade was im-
posed. Not only has much changed in the meantime, but
the issue is mo longer that of the city of Berlin. It is
rather the issue of Germany's fate as a whole. The whole
new tactic of Stalin was deliberately calculated to do

sides. All are not yet clear,

In addition, from a narrow economic point of view,
the Russian zone of Germany has been far more dras-
tically effected by the Allied counter-blockade than vice

the behdavior of his spokesmen at the coming conference,

rejection of the policies of both
Washington and Moscow as essential
to peace, the primary need of youth
everywhere.

_A chorus led by Lydia Bennett sang
workers' songs, adding spirit to the

meeting. The enthusiastic audience

contributed $400 to the Build- the ISL
Fund. .

In Detroit, Shachtman spoke to a
rally of 60, most of whom were UAW
militants. Interest there in the ISL
attracted members of the  Socialist
and Socialist Workers Parties. After

(Continued on page 3)

Shachtman Debates A-Pact at U. of (.

AVC Sponsors Discussion With Chlcago Professor Before 170 Students

By DON HARRIS

CHICAGO, May 5—Spansored by the
University of Chicago chapter of the
Ameriean Veterans Committee, Max
Shachtman, national chairman of the
Independent Socialist League, par-
ticipated together with Professor
Hans Morgenthau in-a discussion of

the question “Can the Atlantic Pact °

Prevent War?” before an audience of
170 veterans and students at the Uni-
versity of Chicago tonight.

Prof. Morgenthau, being an advo-
cate of the “realist” approach to pow-
er politics, did not make the claim
that the pact COULD avert war; ra-
ther he claimed that it was clearly
superfluous inasmuch as it would be
the United States which, in the case
of any aggressive move by Russia,
would take military action, whether
any pact existed or not.

The countries of Western Europe,

he said, would be unable to defend-

themselves adequately because of

what he termed “social instability,”
although he admitted that the arms
sent under the pact would ‘probably
be used to bolster “regimes of the
status quo.” He stated that were he
a senator, he would “vote reluctant-
ly" in favor of the pact, although he
would prefer to see “a unilateral dec-
laration by the. United States” that
the U. S. would go to war in any in-
stance of an aggressive move by Rus-
sia.

Comrade Shachtman analyzed the
pact as a further step on the part of
the U. S. to organize its part of the
world for the war it is preparing to
wage against Russia. He dissected the
fallacies that lay behind the official
arguments in favor of the pact, show-
ing:

(1) That no legal, political, moral
or other basis existed for differen-
tiating between countries included in
the paet and the Russian satellites, as
the victims of Russian aggression; (2)
that it is a purely military instru-

ment, sufficient tb prevent war only
so long as Russia is not prepared to
wage one, and (3) that it could not
begin to solve the burning social ques-
tion of the difference between capital-
ist imperialism and Stalinist collec-
tivism, basic to the entire conflict.

In the lively discussion which fol-
lowed, sustained by questions from
the floor, Professor Morgenthau ex-
panded somewhat on his previous re-
marks, admitting that he did not be-
lieve that the present governments
of Eyrope would be able to solve the
problem of Stalinism by winning the
masses away from the Communist
Parties, but he refused to make any
comment upon the substance of Com-
rade Shachtman’s remarks. An in-
quiry on the meaning of the concept
“Neither: Washington " nor Moscow™
presénted Shachtman with the op-
portunity to develop the program of
independent socialist struggle against
the war preparations of both impe-
rialist camps,

g

. versa. The choking off of Ruhr steel and coal supplies has
'hit the Russian zone, and hit it hard. Productivit:
suffered and, recognizing -his - political. defeat, Stalin s -
further encouraged o make this strategic withdrawal
by these economic difficulties.

(Continued on page 3)

ISL Meetings. Rally Support

Fund Drive Hits 41 Per Cent Mark

By YETTA BARSH
Fund Drive Director .

MAY 9 — Another” $1,734.61 has been
collected for the Build-the-ISL Fund
Drive during the past week. This
brings our total up to $5749, or to
41 per cent of our goal

Our Chicago branch was the heavi-
est contributor. Their contributions
for last week add up to $480, giving
them a total of $771—over one half
of their substantial $1500 quota. This

fulfills their promise for this week.
We hope the branch can continue at
this pace.

San Francisco, without any ad-

vance notice, sent in $258.40 the early ,

part of the week. They have now
achieved 44 per cent of their $800
quota. The branch Fund Drive direc-
tor writes: “When the branch accept-
ed the quota of $800, some of us were
a little dubious of whether or not we

(Continued on page 2)

¥

There are many factors motivating this unexpected'
development, from the Russian viewpoint. As with
every major change in strategy, the motive has both
“positive” and “negative”
nor will they be until the Paris conference itself has
begun. But certain factors are already known. In the
first place, there is no question but that Russian im-
perialism lost its struggle to terrorize and take over
Berlin, thanks not exclusively or even primarily to the
astounding - airlift, but above all to the determined
anti-Stalinist *stand of . the millions of Berlin people.
Stalin suffered a first-rate and catastrophic political
defeat at the hands of the Germans who fought the
Russian terror to a standstill.

By WALTER JASON

STRIKE;
FACES HARD TEST

DETROIT, May 9—The United Auto Workers, -
ClO, face a major crisis in policy and 1949
strike strateqgy as a result of the strike at the
giant River Rouge plant of the Ford Motor Co.
Here is a strike which the Reuther leadership

tried to avoid, but which the
Ford Motor Company was de-
termined to provoke, and it suc-
ceeded.

The full story of this strike,
directly involving over 100,000
Ford workers, involves important rev-
elations of the strength and weakness
of the Reuther leadership, of the UAW
ranks, and the stormy course that the
1949 economic struggles of the union
are destined to run.

The background of the current
strike is vital to an understanding of
the crisis in which the UAW now
finds itself—a crisis so evident in De-
troit that only a sharp turn in events
will change the present situation.

As most readers of LABOR AC-
TION know, the Reuther strategy for

1949, as reported in various stories,’

was to concentrate on Ford for a $100-
a-month pension plan, to be obtained
by strike action in July if such tac-
tics were necessary. Then Reuther

planned to squeeze Chrysler and per-

haps General Motors into a similar
settlement.

This strategy was to unfold in a

_ “favorable political climate,” since the
““Truman --Democratic'
was pro-labor and the Taft-Hartley
Law would be repealed, and a new
period of New Dealism, called “the
Fair Deal,” would begin. At least this
was the “blueprint” of Reuther's
thinking.

Within the, UAW, the Reuther lead:
erchip was overwhelmingly supported

and these ideas accepted. Nothing was '

going to upset the applecart,

To be sure, there were disturbing
signs of speedup attempis in many
plants, but that was an old story. in
the UAW, and it could be handled as
usual. Some pressure here, a conces-
sion there, some slowdowns here, a
walkout there; all this was secondary.

administration’

WALTER REUTHER

The major concentration was Ford in
July.

What this over-all campaign failed
1o take into.account was (1) the illu-
sory ~character - of fhe '“pro ‘Tabor”
Washington administration; as every-
one recognizes except the UAW lead-
ership, which finds itself increasingly
embarrassed by the failure of Truman
10 come across.

.‘#onn's STRATEGY

. (2) The fact that the Ford Motor

‘Company . labor-relations boss, ex-FBI

Agent John Bugas was not a simple-
minded ddpe who would sit idly by
while Reuther gained important con-
cessions for the UAW ranks and won
fresh glories as the up-and-coming
labor leader in America. On the con-
trary, Bugas worked cut a sirategy to

‘(Continued on page 4)

the Auto Workers Union.

“There's no evidence of speedup aon the
line....l haven't seen anyone drop dead yet."
—Statement by a Ford official in the negotiation with

By EUGENE KELLER

The conclusion of the deliberations
of the Bonn (Western German) Par-
liamentary Council coincided almost
to the day with the beginning of U. S.-
Russian negotiations on the lifting of
the Berlin blockade. Thése negotia-
tions had been in progress since Feb-
ruary; the U. 8., however, obviously
delayed their becoming “officially”
and publicly known until it would be
able, as it now is, to confront its rival
with the finished Atlantic Pact and
the creation of a Western German
state.

Possibly, the Russians could have
temporarily prevented the consum-
mation of the Western German state,
had they lifted the blockade on their
own accord and proposed renewed
negotiations on Germany. The purpose
of the blockade had been, after all,
to compel the Anglo-Americans to re-
nege on their London agreement un-
der which the German Constitutional
Assembly was created in their zones:
and to allow the Russians to parti-
cipate in a general German settle-
ment,

Whatever immediate reasons mo-
tivated the Russians in trying no se-
rious maneuver to delay or prevent
adoption of a constitution at Bonn,
their passivity and the passivity of
the Stalinist “People’s Congress for
Unity and a Just' Peace” (intended
nucleus for an all-German govern-
ment) is a sign of the depth of their
political defeat in Germany. The

terms of the coming German settle-
ment cannot: but be powerfully af-
fected by the existence in fact of a
Western German state, securely con-
trolled by the Anglo-Americans.

RUSSIANS AGAINST REAL UNITY

This passivity has another meaning,
however. Contrary to general assump-
tion and contrary to the innumerable
proclamations and demonstrations of
the above-named Stalinist front or-
ganization in support of German uni-
ty (which means a centralized Ger-
man government), official Russian
policy has favored a “decentralized”
German government, based on a two-
chamber system and dependent upon
the provincial diets. (A statement of
policy to this effect is contained in
the declaration issued at the Warsaw
conference of the foreign ministers
of Russia and the satellite states,
June 1948.)

The Russians, like all the other re-
actionary forces, native or foreign,
who have a stake in Germany, favor

a "federal," i. e., emasculated central
government. Such an arrangement,
moreover, would allow the Russians
to hold on to their extensive invest
ments in the Eastern zone. Twenty
per cent of all key industries there are
in the hands of Russian corporations;
and an unknown number of establish-
ments are “partially” controlled by
them through the device of joint-
stock companies.)

At the same time it would afford

On Russian and Social-Democratic Policy at German Assembly-;

Bonn Causes Cleavage in SD Ranks

the German capitalists of the West-
ern zones ‘the “protection” they de-
sire against the social structure that
has 'prevailed in Eastern Germany
since 1945.

Thus, it is not the techniques of
control which are at issue but rather
who will exercise them and to what
extent. .

We must view in the light of these
circumstances also touched on in last
week’s LABOR ACTION) what the
role of the German Social-Democratic
Party (SDP) has been at Bonn.

SDs INCONSISTENT

The Social - Deinocrats adopted
(though they failed to pursue consist-
ently) a corréct policy in opposing
“federalism” and supporting the cen-
tralization of government to ' the
largest possible degree obtainable in
a divided Germany Such a policy is
obviously in consonance with the le-
gitimate interests of the German peo-
ple in preserving themselves as a na-
tional entity. Were they to lose 'the
latter staius permanently, their fate
as a semi-colony, dependent upon
American alms, and their cultural de-
cline might be irrevocable,

Furthermore, “federalism” will
weaken and eventually emasculate
the German labor movement. Finally
the only effective way by which the
reactionary policies of the occupants
can ‘be ‘opposed and by which a pro-
gressive democratic economic policy
can be redlized —thus counteracting

" ture central government,

all the prevailing disintegrative ten-
dencies—is by means of a centralized
government.

The actual stand taken by the So-
cial-Democratic representatives at
Bonn consisted in public breast-beat-
ings about principles on which they
would never give in and weak-kneed
compromises whenever their political
iobs appeared threatened by the pos-
sible unilateral action the Christian-
Democrats might take with the sups
port of the military governments.

On the issue of the extent of finan-
cxal‘ control to be exercised by a fu-
they ap-
peared at first adamant in support of
a large degree of centralization in the
power of taxation—so much so that
they threatened to walk out of the
assembly (and that would have meéant

(Continued on page 4)

~ NEXT WEEK
The RDR Confgrence

held in Paris on April 30—so called
“International Day Against Dictator-
ship and War”—will be discussed in
LABOR ACTION, on the basis of in-
formation and reports now coming
in. Only brief accounts have appeared
in the U. S. press thus far. See next
week’s LABOR ACTION for the ful-
lest information and discussion,
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Givil Rights

Defense

~ Group Forms in Phila,

PHILADELPHIA, May 4—Announce-
ment was made here today of the
reorganization of the Citizens Coun-
cil on Democratic Rights in order to
widen its field of activity and to in-
crease its effectiveness. This action
bids fair to be of great aid fo indi-
viduals and to organizations such as
labor unions and the NAACP which
are frequently involved in defense
of civil rights.

The formation of a broad civil-
rights defense agency has long been
a crying need in this area since there
are not local units of the American
Civil Liberties Union or of the Work-
ers Defense League.

Another proposal made at the Con-
ference on Civil Rights would set up,
on a state-wide basis, a Pennsylvania
Fellowship Commission patterned af-
ter the Philadelphia commission
which co-sponsored today’s confer-
ence. Such a state commission is
deemed necessary because of the
failure of the Legislature to pass a
state Fair Employment Practices Act.

Almost 200 community, religious,
labor and interracial organizations
were represented at the conference,
including the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People,
the CIO City Council, B'nai B'rith,
American Jewish Congress, YMCA
and YWCA. The main speakers were
civil-rights attorneys Milton R. Kon-
vitz and Morris L. Ernst.

ATTACKS GOVERNMENT PURGE

Besides those mentioned above,
proposals for future action were: a
campaign to use the spirit as well as
the letter of the existing Philadel-
phia FEPC law; a campaign against
discriminatory housing and for a re-
development program in the city, and
for the establishment of a free city
college.

Both Kenvitz and Ernst spoke on
the government's “loyalty program”
and its relation to civil rights. Kon-
vitz, formerly of the staff of the
American Civil Liberties Union and
.now professor of labor relations. at
Cornell, condemned the. “loyalty pro-
gram” as it has developed in practice;

‘he said an atmosphere of fear has
been created in which people are
afraid to assert their rights of assem-
bly, speech and organization. Ernst,
on the other hand, stated his substan-
tial agreement with the government’s
policy in dealing with the Communist
Party.

Konvitz compared the use of FBI
spies, as revealed in the New York
trial of the Communist Party, to the
methods of the Russian GPU and the
Nazi Gestapo.

OHIO LABOR NOTES

U. C. Politics Club Hears

Mills, Coser on Socialism

CHICAGO — A discussion of “Per-
spectives of the American Labor and

Socialist Movements” highlighted the
University of Chicago Politics Club’s
May Day party, for which over one
hundred students jammed the home
of Instructors C. Wright Mills and
Lewis Coser on April 29,

Saul Mendelson, editor of Student
Partisan, led off with a general pres-
entation of the independent socialist
viewpoint.. He considered the devel-
opment of an independent labor party
as the indispensable next step in this

Senate Pulls Teeth from FEPC

By JOE CLARK

The strike” of Cleveland painters
shows no signs of settlement so far.
In all the local newspapers the em-
ployers are appealing to the public
to oppose the strike because ‘““the in-
creases would raise building costs
tremendously.”  But "the welfare
clause seems to be the biggest objec-
tion ! from the employers’ point of
view. They don't like that at all.
Picket lines have been set up, and,
so far, the other AFL crafts are re-
specting them,

EFFECTS OF FORD STRIKE

The great Ford strike has already
shown reflexes in Cleveland. Auto
mechanies at 15 Ford agencies
walked off their jobs yesterday. They
are objecting to the Ford company’s
proposed time-study rates, which,
they claim, would cut their pay
about 40 per cent.

Major Cleveland employers whose
plants supply parts for Ford-built
cars are anticipating layoffs and
production cutbacks on a large scale
as a result of the Detroit strike.
Officials of the Weatherhead Com-
pany and the Cleveland Graphite
Bronze Company predict shorter
work weeks and lots of layoffs if the
strike lasts more than a few days.

Unemployment might leap by thou-
sands as a result of the stiike. While
Ford has no plant in Cleveland, a
number of large manufacturers and
scores of smaller ones number Ford
as their largest customer.

FEPC TEETH PULLED

In Columbus the Ohio Senate com-
pletely rewrote the compulsory fair
employmenf practices bill recently
passed by the House, and substituted
a purely educational one. The com-
pulsory measure would have made
it an unfair labor practice to fire or
refuse to hire anyone because of race
or religion. A five-man commission
would have been set up with police
powers for enforcement. It would
have applied to all employers of
more than 12 people. It appears very
unlikely that anything better than
the “educational” bill will be passed
by both Houses.

“Meantime the fight for a city ordi-
nance on FEPC in Cleveland has
been resumed as a result of the
events in Columbus. For some time
an “educational” system has been in
effect in Cleveland with no appreci-
able results. Senators Boyd and
Sawicki, both of whom supported
the weakened amendment, are in for
blistering attacks from backers of a
strong Cleveland FEPC.

country, and tied up the efforts of
socialists here with the efforts of
those independent socialists in Eu-
rope who oppose the policies of both
Russia and our own State Depart-
ment.

He termed the Truman Doctrine,
Marshall Plan and Atlantic Pact “re-
lated steps in the development of
America’s economic and sirategic po-
sition as a world imperialist power,”
and placed great stress on the “ne-
cessity of helping those in Western
Europe who seek to develop an Inde-
pendent Western Union capable of
counterbalancing the two big impe-
rialist powers.”

SHIFT TO U. 8.

Lewis Coser laid great emphasis on
the shift in the center of gravity for
socialists from Europe to the United
States. '

He said that the peoples of West-
ern Europe feel themselves to be
helpless pawns, al the mercy of the
two giants, ‘and that the socialist
movement cannot look to Europe for
guidance or base itself mainly on the
problems of Eurupe. ”

“On the contrary, it must be suc-
cessful enough in the U, S. to open
up a road for the rest of the world.
Therefore socialists here must bend
every effort to the task of breaking
out of their political isolation and of

giving a socialist perspective to the’

American labor movement.”

MILLS STATES VIEWS

" C. Wright Mills asserted that our
country symbolized the successful ap-
plication of manipulation in place of
coercion as a means of maintaining
the status quo.

He explained the various forms that
this manipulation fook, particularly
the use of the newly-developed media
of mass communication, and devel-
oped the idea that “socialists and the
labor movement must not in turn at-
tempt to manipulate human puppets
but must develop the spirit of free
inquiry and the habit of independent
thought among the people.”

(Reprinted from' ;the U. of C. “Ma-
roon,” May 6.), £

Build-ISL Meetings--

(Continued from page 1

the main address the audience re-
mained for two hours to discuss. $175
was raised.

From San Francisco comes word of
the May Day meeting addressed by
Gordon Haskell, local organizer, The
theme of the meeting was strongly
stated by Comrade Haskell: “We call
upon the workers, Negro and white,
to join with us in building this great
movement. We call upon the students,
the young people, upon the intellec-
tuals and professional people, to join
our league of struggle for socialism.”

In Philadelphia, Hal Draper, editor
of LABOR ACTION, made the key-
note speech on the theme “What Is

£ N\
Humorous Subject?

“The Soviet government—presum-
ably because it feels anything it
might say would be distorted or ridi-
culed anyhow—publishes no official
statistics about its penal system. Pub-
lications like ‘National Guardian,’
which would print such sfatistics as
straight news, cannot get them."—
National Guardian, February 28, 1949
(official organ of Henry Wallace’s
Progressive Party).

Now, of all things, who would

'- RIDICULE the Russian penal system?

b ; /S

View with Alarm

“Having just completed an extend-
ed tour from coast' to coast, I have
again had driven into my mind the
question: is pride in work fast di-
minishing? There is the {rain con-
ductor who no longer removes his
cap when collecting tickets in or
passing through the diner. There’s
the dining-car steward who does not
get up, or even look up, when an-
swering a woman passenger to the
effect that ‘lunch is not yet being
served.” Frequently, there is the pull-
man car porter who does not shine
shoes -or ask, ‘Brush, Mister?'"—
(Lawrence A. Apley, president, Amer-
ican Management Association, in Man-
agement News, March.)

Chassis, Mister, that's what the
world’s coming to.

- 5 " o

Re

Two Criticisms —
To the Editor:

Allow me to make the following
comment on Hal Draper's lead article
in LABOR ACTION, April 18.

Draper’s article may be summarized
to the effect that the United States
intends to provoke another Pearl Har-
bor by means of garrisoning its troops
in various “sensitive” areas in Europe,
so that a minor incident can speedily
be converted into a major conflagra-
tion. He cites a number of statements
by government spokesmen and quotes
N. ¥. Times editorials to bear out
what he assumes to be present Amer-
ican policy. He concludes by stating:
“Opposition to the Third World War
‘now means: Demand the withdrawal
of the armed forces of ihe U. S. from
Europe.”

It may or may not be true that
Draper has correctly appraised the
present intentions of the American
government. We don’'t know, and
cannot know. But it is impossible to
formulate an adequate political pro-
gram unless a far more cautious ap-
proach to an evaluation of the situa-
tion is made than can be said of Dra-
per's. Such an approach would cer-
tainly have to take account of the vast
complexities confronting American
policy makers, complexities of which
they are, by and large, aware and
which make it unlikely that their
plans aim at provoking another Pearl
Harbor.

Undoubtedly there exist strong
‘pressures, especially within the mili-
tary sector of the government, which
seek a preventive, that is, an early
war, which, of course, would include
a “Pearl Harbor.” Their chief argu-
ment is that Russia is ill-prepared at
present; and that war could be ended
within one to three months; destruc-
tion would be confined, more or less,
to Russia. Such and similar military
considerations may well weigh heav-
ily;” but they cannot outweight the
manifold political considerations
which must delay an early war. More-
over, the very concept of a “preven-
tive” war has been rejected repeated-
Iy by such persons as Generals Omar
Bradley and Eisenhower., And this,
too, for good political reasons.

The American bourgécisie does not
look ‘with equanimity upon the ap-
proach of World War III. They are
far from confident that “our way of
life” can survive in the way it sur-
vived the Second World War. There
is hardly an edition of a serious news-
paper which does not contain expres-
sions by various major or minor
spokesmen for varied sectors of
American society, foreboding the de-
struction of civilization unless “peace
can be secured.

Indicative of the prevalent state of
‘mind is the pessimism and soul-
searching pervading such meetings as
the recent mid-tentury convocation

of the MIT. Indicative are statemerits
such as that recently made by Harold
Stassen, Republican presidential can-
didate and now head of the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, deploring the
universal apprehension that all will
be lost if another war comes.

It is likely that America will “win™
the next war; but it will be an island
in a world of utter ruin, with vast
areas inaccessible due to radioactivity,
chemical and biological toxic agents,
etc. The European bourgeoisie will
have been physically destroyed and
its bases of power decimated. Capi-
talist economy after all needs a modi-
cum of an economic base; such a base,
however, will no longer exist any-
where but, possibly, in America.

I do not contend that the American
ruling class necessarily shares this
view of the world's future in case of
another war; but they are clearly ap-
prehensive over it. Nor do I contend
that their apprehension can stop the
war from breaking over us; for ob-
viously they are unable either to
adopt the radical international poli-
cies necessary for this nor can they
overcome domestic crises without re-
sort to war. Yet, being increasingly
aware of the fact that their existence
is at stake, they will not rashly open
the sluice gates to pressures which
“become uncontrollable once released,
only to engulf them in swift disaster.

The Atlantic Pact must be viewed
with this factor in mind. The pact is
the legal instrument for war, but it
is not ONLY that: it is designed to
forestall Stalinist “revolutions,” such
as the one in Czechoslovakia; it is
supposed to prevent the forced evac-
uation of U. S. troops from Berlin,
ete, etc. It is a political instrument
to prevent the neutralization of West-
ern Europe, to keep the latter within
the economic and power orbit of the
United States, to thus prevent a rap-
prochement of Western Europe with
Russia (which is entu‘ely feasible, es-
pecially on an economic basis), with
consequences detrimental to the U. S.

It is highly improbable that the
U. 8. can defend the continent in
case of another war; and this is ob-
viously a major dilemma facing
American planners. Yet it is a bitter
fact; the next war will be intercon-
tinental in nature. Europe will either
be overrun by Russia, or it will re-
main  “neutral,” supplying Russia
with whatever it can produce. The
$1.1 billion which are. being consid-
ered for appropriation for military
supplies under the Atlantic Pact is
a paltry sum compared to America’s
own annual outlay of over $15 bil-
lion, which probably does not gross-
ly exceed the requirements of mod-
ern war preparations. If the N. Y.
Times demands, as Draper guotes, “a
team of army, navy and air forces
strong enough to keep any aggressor
in check,” or when it claims that “the
fundamental strategic concept is . . «

that we must at all costs prevent
Western Europe from being overrun

by a new conquerer . . ."” then this
can hardly be taken too seriously—
except as a token of subjective will-
ingness to make good one’'s words
with deeds—in the light of: (1) mod-
ern warfare; (2) the utter unwilling-
ness of the European peoples to fight
(3) the lack of a place to station the
required forces, not excluding Ger-
many. For General Clay’'s “boasts,”
that the cold invasion had already
gotten under way, notwithstanding,
it will shortly become politically un-
tenable to continue the military oc-
cupation of Germany. (What, after
all, are they creating a Western Ger-
man state for?)

These are some of the salient fac-
tors to be considered before the slo-
gan: “Demand the withdrawal of the
armed forces of the U. S. from Eu-
rope” with which Draper concludes
his article, can be taken seriously as
an EFFECTIVE political guide.

Eugene KELLER
April 24, 1949

To the Editor:

Starting from the point that the
Independent Socialist  League pro-
claims its greatest propaganda task
at present is‘to counter the war prep-
aratlons. with the call for the social-
ist anti-war camp, with the slogan
“Neither Washington nor Moscow,” 1
fail to see how the leading article in
the issue of April 18 in any way fur-
thers this task. I do not argue whe-
ther or not the policy of the United
States is to “draw blood”; whether
or not the Atlantic Pact means the
“cold invasion” of Western Europe;
whether or not the presence of Amer-
ican troops at the Iron Curtain means
war. These points could perhaps be
argued. But I do say that in making
these points, comrade, you went so
completely out of balance as to have
written an article any fellow-travel-
ing organ would be delighted to pub-
lish. I am absolutely sure that this
was not the intention; of course not.
It seems to me it was the result of
writing on certain angles, without
regard to the context of general
events.

One of the general events to be
borne in mind is that today the Sta-
linists are waging, all over the world,
a so-called peace offensive, and of

course they are the injured innocents -

while the United States is out to
“draw blood.” In the anti-war propa-
ganda of LABOR ACTION and the
Independent Socialist League we
must separate ourselves from this
Stalinist “peace offensive.” The only
way in which we can do this is by
not losing sight of the fact that. there
is another general event, namely, that
the Russian troops or Russian -con-

trolled satellite troops have been on
the other side of the Iron Curtain
since the end of the war, and that
there the invasion has had a little
more heat than to nermit of the name
“cold invasion.” So I say there is a
deplorable lack of balance in an ar-
ticle that starts with a dismissal of
Russian aggression, ends with a call
for the withdrawal of American
troops, and only in passing refers to
the justified hatred of the Stalinist
tyranny.

It is true, to be sure, that every-
thing cannot be said in one article
but enough must be:said not to cre-
ate undesired impressions, .enough
should be said to make clear our po-
sition “Neither Washington nor Mos-
cow.”" 1 know that every time we
write against Stalihism and Moscow
imperialism we do not in the same
article give equal space to expose
Washington imperialism, but I cannot
think of one articlé we have written
in the former category which did not
also make clear that we were taking
our position against Moscow on a so-
cialist basis and therefore could not
be mistaken as pro-American. On the
other hand, I think the article I ecriti-
cize could, today, very easily be mis-
taken for pro-Russian.

I believe with all my heart that if
there is any chance ‘of avoiding this
Third World War, it is by the masses
of the people acpepting the concept
of “Neither Washington nor Moscow.”
This cannot be just an incidental idea,
but must be the hammer blow in ev-
ery article on thé& war.

Susan GREEN
April 25, 1949.

-—And a Brief Reply

Unfortunately the letter by Com-
rade Keller is based upon so com-
plete and thorough a misreading of
the article he is ecriticizing, that it is
not easy to see where he got it from.
His letter seems to be directed toward
refuting the idea that the U. S. wants
a preventive war now, or at' least
wants a war very quickly.

But the article (1) does not have

one word which intimates any such .

absurd notion; (2) specifically points
out that the plan being plugged by
Clay, Royall ‘et al. is for a LONG-
TERM preparation—this indeed being
the whole point!—and the “long-term-
ness"” of their proposal was stressed
by the gentlemen themselves in the
quotations given; (3) in the same is-
sue, and in an ediforial likewise writ-
ten by the editor, precisely the ques-
tion of a “quick war” is discussed,
and the view reiterated that the loom-
ing war is some distance off. Indeed,
the point of the editorial is that the
Atlantic Pact may well lead to a tem-
porary easing of the cold war—this
BEFORE the news of the lifting of
the blockade.

The plan of Clay, Royall and Co.
for a long-term occupation by U, S.
troops of the Iron Curtain border
(with semi-official inspiration from
the State Department) was put for-
ward in a coordinated propaganda
push coincident with the signing of
the pact. It is too bad that Comrade
Keller thinks it* cannot be taken se-
riously. We will see more of it.

On the basis of all this, Comrade
Keller thinks that the independent
socialist demand for the withdrawal
of U. S. occupation troops in Europe
(as well as of Russian and all others,
of course) is not an “effective political
guide.” Why? A few more words on
the connection would have been use-
ful, especially if he is opposed to the
demand — although his own attitude
does not emerge from his letter.

The point of Comrade Green's let-
ter seems to be that the article could
“very easily be mistaken for pro-
Russian.” The reason for this, it ap-
pears, is because it attacks U. S. for-
eign policy and “only in passing” «at-
tacks Russian Stalinism.

We are afraid that Comrade Green's
criticism is rather belated, if this is
really the source of her reaction.
While every issue of LABOR AC-
TION, generally speaking, directs its
shafts against both American- capital-
ism and Stalinist imperialism, most
of its articles, taken individually, are
either about one or the other—many
of them without even a “passing”
counter - balance (Comrade Green's
own excellent analyses of the Wash-
ington merry-go-round being no ex-
ception). The balance is in the paper,
not necessarily within each article.
Since the offending article is not in
the slightest degree unusual in THIS
respect, we find Comrade Green's-re-
marks a bit on the intemperate side.
It is possible that, like Comrade Kel-
ler, she too was stirred by the ques-
tion of U. S. occupation troops as
raised in the article, but the actual
content of her letter does nof make
it necessary to take up this question
here, interesting as it would other-
wise be. ;
Hal DRAPER

New York

CITY CONVENTION
DANCE

for
ISL FUND DRIVE

Sat. Eve., May 21
‘at 114 West 14 Street

Independent Socialism?” It was an-
nounced that $213 of the branch quota
had been contributed, taking Phila-
delphia well over its half-way mark.
Joseph Arnold was chairman.

At the Baltimore meeting, Com-
rade Draper devoted special atten-

- tion to the Maryland Ober bill,

In spite of the:worst political witch-
hunt and “red scare” by the press in
its history, Buffalo held a meeting at-
tended by 68 people, most of them
workers from Westinghouse, Bell,
Chevrolet and other large factories.
Presumably because of the current
scare, the SWP did not hold a May

Household Hint

“There is an art to living within
your income. It lies in getting the
most satisfaction out of what you
have to spend.” —New York Post,
February 9.)

A raise would help too.

ISL Fund

(Continued from page 1
would make it. But since our May
Day social-forum we feel pretty good
about the situation.” The San Fran-
cisco contributions have been coming

-in steadily since the beginning of the

drive.

Detroit's $219.46 increases the total
contributions from that branch to 55
per cent. Although this fell short of
the goal which the branch set for it-
self for this week because of the re-
cent strike development, the branch
still feels confident that it will meet
its quota, even if a bit more slowly
than expected.

Philadelphia too has crossed the 50
per cent mark. $129 was received from
Philadelphia this past week as that
branch continues its steady pace.

NEW YORK STILL UP

New York City continues to be the
top ISL branch on the list. We have
received another $349.50 from the
New York organization, proving that
there has been no falling-off despite
the huge sum contributed the previ-
ous week. The New York organizer

{ells us that the Industrial :Branch .,

alone has raised over $1000 thus far
and continues to lead the rest of the
city’s branches. y

Reading entered the race this week
with a contribution of $50, represent-
ing 50 per cent of its quota. We call

Day meeting this year. The extreme-
1y ‘successful ISL meeting lasted until
1:30 in the morning as those present
discussed and asked questions of the
speaker, Max Shachtman.

Several other cities where meetings
were held have not yet reported.

... AND Rejected

“These Iaéts [the mounting war

'budget, ete.] give point to our social-

ist demand that the government pre-
cede or, at the worst, accompany the

North Atlantic Pact by a tremendous

appeal for universal disarmament un-
der proper provision for international
security. At least, the North Atlantic
Pact should not go into effect until
such an appeal has been made and
rejected.”

(From Norman Thomas' column in
the Socialist Call, April 22.)

That socialistical conscience of his
is giving Norman SUCH {rouble!

Drive -

that a real beginning and hope it will . .

soon be followed by another sub-
stantial contribution.

Akron also made its first substan-
tial contribution of $47, lifting its to-
tal to $59.

Cleveland and West Virginia add

“to the general picture with their re-

spective $35 and $33 contributions.
The Socialist Youth League contin-
ues to participate actively in the
drive, A total of $43 has been received
from the SYL this past week. The
$23 contributieon from the Chicago
SYL inereases its percentage to 123
per cent and makes it the first group
to go over the top. That means that
we have been able to reduce our “Mis-
cellaneous” item to $102%, which

. closes the gap a bit between the

quotas set and our $14,000 goal.

A most encouraging response has
been received from readers and
friends of LABOR ACTION and The
New International. During the week
they sent in a total of $48. We hope
that the rest of our readers will fol-
low'suit and will send us their con-
tributions without further delay as‘'a
token of their support and belief in
the aims of our press.

Fill' out and clip the accompanying
coupon and send it in with as much
money as you can raise from among
your friends and other readers. Help
us hit the $14,000 mark!

Readers of LABOR ACTION: Help Launch
the ISL!
Do your share! Help us hit the 100% mark!

Send your contribution immediately to: Independent Social-
ist League, 4 Court Square; Long Island City 1, N. Y.

Enclosed find $............... as a contribution to the $14,000
Fund Drive of the Independent Socialist League.
NAOME ...oonvmnmnmniannaisinanies T8 nisaisb :
AAAPESS. oo e B U R e i s e omont s e n s s
City .ot ZONR State ..o
Branch Quota Received PerCent
Chicago SYL ...l $100 $123 123
Brooklyn SYL ..................cc..cc..... B0 40 80
"New York City ... 4000 257 65
Cleveland ...........cccccovvcvvvvven. . 400 244 . 61
Bronx SYL .....unuamaniiag 50 31 &1
Detroit ...........covvvviiiinnisivnnenns .600 332 55
Philadelphia ...... R g .. 400 213 53
Manhattan SYL ... 26 52
CRICAGO .coiviiiiisissimisusmsnsovsoss 771 51
Reading ......ccocooveuvnesivernnennne 100 50 50
St. Louis ..o, T Mt 50 24 48
San Francisco ................... ... 800 - 350 44
Streator ..........ccoieceviceiiireeins 25 10 40
Labor Action and New Inf‘l ...... 150 54 13
West Virginia ... 43 34
AKPOR oo, 59 29
] [ S L 290 29
National Oﬁ'lce 430 29
BOSFORN ..o 22 22
Los Angeles ....... 27 5
Baltimore ...........ccccccocvervencien. 200 4 2
Newark ........ccoeeeenns T T e 300 Y 2
Connecticut ...........ccccvveriinnns v 50 0 0
1 Indiana ................ e Erete veenee 100 0 0
Oregon ................... iciveriniiasevaita 50 0 0
Pittsburgh 50 0 0
Seattle ...o.o.ocoveeeerereeeierieeeriens 300 (] 0
Youngstown .............ccccoeeevrene. . 100 0 0
Buffalo SYL ........cocoevviiiiiienien 50 0 0
Berkeley SYL ..... 50 0 0
Miscellaneous . 1027 0 (]
TOTRLY ..o $14,000 . $5740 M
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Two Tactics
OAKLAND, CALIF., LABOR _BACKS

By GORDON HASKELL

The two candidates for City Coun-
cilmen endorsed by Laber's League
for Political Education (political arm
of the AFL in:Alameda County) suf-
fered a crushing defeat in the nom-
inating election for city officers in
Oakland, held April 19.

Just two years ago the nominees of
the Oakland labor movement, united
in the Oakland Voters League, swept
the field in the nominating 'elections
and went on to win hands down in
the runoffs against the hysterical
red-baiting, labor-baiting opposition
of the Oakland Tribune and the busi-
ness interests™it represents.

From that victory tfo this defeat,
there lies a tale which should be of
interest to everyone concerned with
the role of organized labor in the po-
litical life of America.

Two years ago the labor movement
of Oakland had just gone through a
general strike provoked by some high-
handed scab-herding by 'the city cops.
The ranks and even the labor leader-
ship had just experienced a fresh les-
son in “politics” learned the hard way.
United and determined, they taught
the business community here a lesson
in what labor can do in politics when
it decides to stop fooling around with
making deals with its economic and
political enemies, and strikes out on
its own. The labor leaders picked
their candidates, decided on their pro-
gram, ran them in the teeth of the
fiercest kind of opposition, and won.

THEY VOTED LABOR

True, even then the “brains” of the
labor movement here wera afraid to

‘march openly under their own colors,

They created the “Oakland Voters

* League” and tried to camouflage it as

a “broad citizens’ group” by getting

. endorsements from ‘a number of doc-

tors, lawyers, businessmen and others,

But no one was fooled by this—ex- |

cept, perhaps, the labor leaders them-
selves,

The Tribune saw to it that e\'ery
citizen who could read a headline
knew that this was labor’s slate, The

labor .movement put up the money -

and did the work., The Tribune was
so successful in convincing everyone
that this was a clear-cut fight between
organized labor and business, despite
the repeated denials by the labor
leaders, that the workers and their
families and all the “little people”
turned out and voted .. . for labor.

That should have taught the leaders
of the AFL and CIO something about

politics, but it didn’f. Instead of trans- .

forming the Oakland Voters League
into a permanent political body, based
on the active participation of the
locals, they let it die.

Such a political organization could
have exerted a continuing pressure
on the councilmen it had elected. It

also would have given the whole la- .

bor movement, down to the ranks, a

The trouble is, however, that a po-
litical body based on the active jparti-
cipation of an informed rank and file
would also have made it necessary’
for the labor leaders to subject them-
selves to the will of the ranks in po-
litical matters. But that kind of de-
mocracy is dangerous. It's much more
pleasant for a union chief to be in a
position where he can “speak for la-
bor” in political matters without hav-
ing to bother about any democrat-
jeally elected political representatives
of his membership.

RETREAT IN *49 (

So the Oakland Voters League was
not transformed into some kind of
local labor-party. A coniributing fac-
tor to this was and is the split in the
CIO between CP and Murray wings
of that body. The AFL leaders had
formerly worked mainly with the CP
wing, as two years ago they repre-
sented the bulk of the CIO member-

‘FRIENDS OF LABOR'—AND LOSES

ship. No similar working arrangement
has been made with the Murray lead-
ers who now claim to represent such
a majority, But this was a, minor fac-
tor in the defeat. _

The defeat in this election for the
candidates endorsed both by the AFL
and" the Murray: CIQ group was due
mainly to the fact that the same work-

" ers, who two years ago felt they were

‘votingifor a slate of their own candi-
dates in a fight against the concerted
forces of big business, this time could
have no such feeling. This time labor
did not select its own candidates and
did not run them on a clear-cut pro-
gram.

This time the union movement went
back to the old Gompers policy of
simply endorsing some of the candi-
dates who had decided to run on their’
own or had been induced to run by
others. These candidates ran their own
campaigns on “programs” which they
decided on themselves (such as the
program of Al Braga, AFL endorsed
councilman for the 6th District: “New
Blood—Business - Judgment——Com-
monsense Efficiency”).

Even the Tribune couldn’t work up
a good sweat about the danger of
labor’'s winning in this election. For
how could-labor possibly win when
it confined itself to endorsing a couple
of real-estate agents who have never
had any connection with the labor
movement? Win or lose, the Tribune

‘and the business interests it repre-

sents would have been on top.
Without a real political organization
involving the ranks of the labor move-
ment the leaders haven't been able to
keep in line all of the councilmen
elected last time. What chance would
they have . of exerting any real in-
fluence on these two businessmen,
had they been able to convince their
membership to vote for them?

SOMETHING TO LEARN

Looked at from any angle, the
“policy” of the labor leaders in this
election has proved the complete
bankruptey-of that kind of labor pol-
itics. They will now no doubt set up
a big wail about the indifference of
the membership to the endorsements
made by their leaders. They had bet-
ter save their tears and take a good
look at: the kind of leadership they
have' given,

It is too much to expect that the
lesson of their victory two years ago
and their defeat now will really teach
them too mue. For it proves to the
them too much. For is pruves to the
saying for years. =

There is one way labor can really
win in polities. That is to apply the
same principles to politics which they
have applied to their economic or-
ganization. To win economic conces-

sions from the employer, you organize

the workers into a union. You have

‘1o 'start with a membership which

feeling of real power in city affairs. .7 knows what it wants and is willing to

fight for it. To win in politics you have
to organize the workers into a party
of their own which can select its can-

. didates and decide on- their program

in the same way that a union chooses
its officers and votes on the contract
demarids to be made.

That kind of a movement the work-
ers will support, because it is theirs.
If the leaders of labor in Oakland
didn’t understand this before the elec-
tion, and if they won't understand it
now, there is only one thing for in-
telligent workers in QOakland {o do.
Start electing leaders who are not
only good union men, but who are
capable of understanding the ABC of
labor politics.

Footnote: In this election the So-

cialist Workers Party ran Philomena
Goelman for Councilman at large.
She ran eighth in a field of nine, pol-
ling 2,054 votes. The AFL-endorsed
candidate ran third with 5,618 votes.
Total votes cast: 60,013.

Debate

'.Yes.';.
Abe Bargman

for World Federalists Unifed
National Student Projects Dir.

FRIDAY, MAY 20
8:15 p.m. o

IS WORLD GOVERNMENT POSSIBLE
ODAY?

114 West 14 5t.,N. Y. C,
Sponsored b)_r Socialist Yol_.l*_lh League

New York

IIN_O!I'I'
Hal Draper

for Independent Socialist League
Editer of Labor Action

(Continued from page 1)

Simultaneously with these defeats in Berlin and
greater Germany, Stalin has become cognizant of the
fact that Western Germany has steadily grown in eco-
nomic and political strength, particularly by contrast
with his zone. Its attraction represents a particular
danger to him, and here we can see another aspect of the
new grand maneuver. The steady mounting of produe-
tivity in the Western zones has been accompanied by a
steady revival of independent German politieal life,
both in the capitalist and working-class ranks. The suec-
cess of :‘American imperialism in rebuilding Western
Germany is clear enough, to this point.

Therefore, a new approach must be made in an
effort to halt and then destroy this success. Thus, writ-
ing in Izvestia, a gentleman named Mikhailov (Stalin)
tells us that the main purpose of the new Bonn “consti-
tution” is to pave the way for the inclusion of Western
Germany into the military bloc of the Atlantic Pact
nations.

TO NEUTRALIZE GERMANY

We may summarize the political motivation thus: to
broaden the issue from a struggle over Berlin to a
struggle over Germany as a whole; to prevent the devel-
opment of Western Germany and its absorption into the
Marshall Plan-North Atlantic bloc. Expressed other-
wise, since Stalinism has failed to conquer Germany, a
gigantic maneuver has opened up for the neutralization
of the whole of Germany. Let us set up a neutral buffer
state between us, Stalin is telling American imperialism.

In abandoning his last year's perspective of a caon-
quest of Germany, via Berlin, Stalin of course has not
abandoned his long-range aim: the political and social
conquest of the country. But he must profoundly change

the way in which this task is to be fulfilled. His imme- -

diate goals are different henceforth: resumption of trade
between the eastern and western halves of the country;
a seat on the board of control over the Ruhr industries;
a renewal of reparations from the Western zones, etc.

But the political perspective is to be pushed into the
background now, even if the alleged “people’s democ-
racy’ of the East must be abandoned. The German Stal-
inist party (SED) must reorient itself, both in the
East and West. In the West, it must first find a basis
for its very existence, even if this means working with-
in the framework of the new Bonn constitution. A re-
adaptation is demanded of it.

Other and more concrete points will undoubtedly be
proposed by Vishinsky (Stalin) at the Paris confer-
ence. It has been suggested these will include: (1) de-
mand for German unification under the old Weimar
Constitution form; (2) withdrawal of all occupation
forces within one year; (3) conclusion of a final peace
treaty with Germany. The struggle at the Paris con-
ference will take place around these points, but it is
clear that the Russians are prepared to make the
greater concessions necessary for arrwmg at an agree-
ment.

Will this include free and open supervision of any
future elections to be held throughout Germany, in:
cluding the Russian zone? Will they permit other politi-
cal parties, such as the Social-Demoecrats, to function
freely in their zone? We cannot be sure yet, but in all
likelihood, yes, Stalin understands the meaning of a
retreat and withdrawal; a price must be paid.

The real obstacle standing in the way will be the
cconomic assimilation of the Russian zone, where prop-

_erty has been nationalized and statified in various

forms, with the economy of Western Germany, where
capitalism and private ownership not only prevail, but
receive the utmost support from America. But faced
with the dominant political task of the moment, there
is no reason why America and Russia cannot shelve this
problem of economic forms for the moment by retaining
the status quo in all zones. Since, as we shall see, even
the most elaborate kind of agreement cannot be per-
manent, this matter too can be temporarily solved.

THE STALINISTS LOOK AHEAD

And what of the Allied position at the conference?
They will most certainly oppose an ending of the oeccu-

pation, thus giving the Russians an excellent propa- °

ganda point. They will insist upon the Eastern zone
entering a unified Germany wvia the new Bonn Consti-
tution which has just been formulated under their in-
fluence. In other words, the Americans will continue to
press forward with their plans for the limited revival
of the German state, in a capitalist form of course, and
will seek its integration within the general framework
of a Europe largely influenced by American imperialism.
It appears that the Russians will (because they must)
go along with this approach.

But the Russians, with their long-range view, are
banking on the development of other factors. A re¥ived
capitalist Germany will eventually be struck by the
same failures and weaknesses which Western Europe is
already experiencing after its revival of the past two
years. This involves the whole problem of the Marshall
Plan, which eannot be discussed at length here. Suffice
to point out that the latest United Nations report on
this plan lays emphasis above all on the fact that the
Marshall Plan, far from tending to economically unify
Europe, is driving nation after nation along the road
to a new economic autarchy.

Germany, estimates Stalin, will take the same path,
thus providing the German Stalinist movement with a new
basis for political life after a few years. In the interim,
it is quite likely that the present SED and its Stalinist
leadership of Pieck, Grotewohl, etc., will be discarded.
They have failed—and Stalin never forgives a failure!

Can this shift in strategy and tactics over Germany
mark a still wider shift that may possibly be world-
wide in scope? Is it true, as Drew Middleton wrote,
“Larger questions than the settlement of the ‘German
problem are at stake”? It has been suggested that
Stalinism is about to enter a new phase of collaboration
with the West in Europe, while pursuing its aggressive
tacties in Asia. It is, of course, too early to predict just
how far this shift will be carried; yet there are surely
signs that indicate some truth in all this.

The Greek Stalinist government has signified its de-
sire to end the “civil war”; the Italian Stalinist-led
unions are preparing nation-wide strike settlements;
the tone and tenor of the recent Stalinist Paris “Peace”
Conference had all the bluster and bragging that rear-
guard cover-up actions always have. But one must wait
and see just how much is involved.

OPPORTUNITY FOR SOCIAL-DEMOCRATS

Finally, it must be pointed out: a new factor of vast
political importance figures in this forthcoming confer-
ence—a revived German hation, and a revived politi-
cally-conscious German working class,: This is not a
conference of victors, gathered about the prostrate body
of bombed-out Germany. A third factor has entered into
the situation, mobilized in the form of the German
Social-Democratic Party.

What a magnificent opportunity lies before this party!
Yet, because of its timorous and reformist leadership—
both top and secondary—we know that this opportunity
for pressing home the viewpoint of a genuinely inde-
pendent Germany will be either lost or, at best, enly

- partly expressed. There is no question:that the German

Social-Democracy is the. party in Germany today.

If it took a firm stand for unification, withdrawal of
all. armed forces, convening of an All-German Con-
stituent Assembly to draw up a genuine new constitu-
tion, ete.,, it would receive a support and acclaim that
would stand the Four Power negotiators on their ears
and end their importance in the situation. This is too
much to expect, of course. Yet the German masses will
make their viewpoint known at Paris and we shall
watch to see how hard this is fought by a common
American-Russian front.

Henry JUDD

Secretary Johnson Wants No Quesjiéns Asked or Answered Fa
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Gag No. 1 Issued by Pentagon

By VINCENT WHEELON

In preparing the American imper-
ialist war machine to fight World War
II¥, Pentagon brass hats have discov-
ered they can no longer trust edit-
orial rooms and press services to dis-
tort military information in a way
that hides the bickering between the
army, navy and air force and con-
ceals the favoritism, waste, ineffi-
ciency and ruthless politics rampant

in the awarding of contracts for war .

material and supplies.

Even tLough a reporter may follow
faithfully tenets of journalistic pros-
titution like those of the Hearst or-
ganization, he is apt to allow his zest
for What, When, Where, Who, Why
and How to run away with-him. Then,
of course, there are always such peo-
ple as Drew Pearson smelling around.

It has been necessary, consequently,
for Secretary of Defense Johnson to
issue (Press) Directive No. 1. It
clamps rigid censorship on testimony
of military personnel before congres-
sional commitiees “in executive ses-
sion,” material prepared for publica-
tion by civilian employees of the mil-
itary establishment, data proposed
for release by manufacturers of war
equipment and publishable items
based on federal military training of
the National Guard.

NO EMBARRASSING QUESTIONS

The order permits Johnson's bur-
eaucrats to shut off all public review
of department policies. It rests on the
principle that the armed services
must be protected from embarrassing
guestions posed by sections of the
press and inquisitive cammentators
who persist in laboring under the im-
pression that policies of the Pentagon
are subject to criticism and sugges-
tion.

Maintenance of what is left of de-
caying capitalism demands that U. 8.
imperialism and its military arm step
up preparations for war against Rus-
sia. Since this objective can mot be
maintained unless the entire economy

is oriented toward a permanent war

footing, the Pentagon must gradually
condition civilians to accept the role
of soldiers out of uniform. The news-
papers they read must also be sub-
jected to the disciplines this policy
requires.

But Directive No. 1 is negative and
limited. It is negative because it mere-
ly conceals information from the
press. It is limited because it merely
subjects to censorship information
from the military establishment it-
self. The order cannot touch specula-
tion and conjecture about the war
machine in general. ,

In order for the Department of De-
fense to issue a positive and com-
plete directive—one that force-feeds
military propaganda to the press and

forbids independent comment on war
preparations, it will be necessary for

the government arm of U. 8. imper- .

ialism to undermine so-called “free-
dom of the press” to a degree not now
acceptable to even the most reac-
tionary editors. Perhaps these news-
paper proprietors who cling to edit-
orial liberty can be liquidated only
by totalitarian controls which will
emerge when the U. S. approaches
the brink of actual war.

Nevertheless, the progressive de-
terioration of all constitutional free-
doms is being pushed by the state.
The brass hats may be able to push
further along the lines of positive
and complete suppression of military
news in Directive No. 2,

ACEWR SPAGHETTI DINNER
for European Workers Relief

Wine, salad, all the trimmings. Followed by: sale of new
dresses and wool blankets just received, an auction of

Mexican jewelry, and grand druwing' for prizes

Dinner frem 5 p.m. on ............

SUNDAY, MAY 22, 130 W. 23rd St., N. Y. C.

Sponsered by Amer. Comm. for El._lropeun Workers Relief

ORDER YOUR BOOKS
THROUGH LABOR ACTION
BOOK SERYICE f
4 Court Square I
Long Island City 1, N. Y.

IN THE MARCH '
'NEW INTERNATIONAL

Profile of Eisenhower
by J. M. Fenwick

DON'T MISS IT!

Why Truman Worries About Inflation

A great many people have been puzzled by the persistence with which
President Truman, in the midst of growing unemployment and reperted wide-
spread price reductions, has continued to assert that inflation is a very real
danger. Why does the White House continue to insist about the dangers of
inflation?

It is a fact that no serious analysis of Truman’s position has appeared

in the public press. The daily papers (most of which are organs of the
Republican Party) meet the president’s repeated warnings with remarks
about “regimentation.” They add that the real danger lies in the opposite
direction. Apparently, few reporters suspect that there is a possible con-
nection between the end of the hoom and renewed dangers of inflation.

The situation merits more serious comment than has yet been paid it.
It is more than possible that Truman knows what he is talking about when
he expresses conecern over possible inflation.

Should the business decline continue, at some point the administration
will have to interfere drastically to halt and reverse the trend. American
capitalism, neither at home nor abroad, can afford another deep depression.
Some White House advisers, it is reported, believe that the time has
already come for the government to act. The majority hold that any broad
concerted action now would be premature.

It appears now as though the Truman administration will have to inter-
vene drastically in the economy in an effort to stave off a depression.

I believe that the president is thinking ahead to this situation when he
continues to warn of the dangers of inflation.

The indicated way in which the administration will act is along the lines

of preparations for the Third World War, for the tremendous task of wrench-
ing American industry from a peacetime to a wartime basis. The system
cannot give both peace and prosperity. But it can give war and perhaps a
renewal of the hopped-up economy of the early '40s.

Such vast government spending is implied in this program as to make
very redl indeed ‘the threat of great inflation. For one thing, it would
mean a return to deficit spending, to the period when the government cash
outlay would again exceed the tax harvest.

Even now the burden of servicing the national debt of $251 hillion
exceeds the total cost of government prior to 1934. A switch to production
for war would involve a tapering-off of the production of consumers’ goods.
The brief decline in prices would halt and would again turn upwards. The
currency printing presses in the Treasury Department would begin work-
ing overtime. Money would be cheapened. Inflationary forces would be at
work everywhere.

This, in all probability, is what Truman and some of his advisers fear,
and this is why the president continues to sound the warning.

Cost of Living Rises Again in March

Despite the reported drop in the prices of a number of commodities, it
is remarkable that living costs in March actually went up, rising half a
point above the February level.

Though prices of basic farm commodities have fallen, retail food prices
went up a full one per cent in March. Prices of fruits and vegetables, as well
as. of rents, contributed to the over-all rise in the cost-of-living index. Retail
prices for moderate income families rose 3 per cent above February levels,
and were 1.6 per cent above March 1948 levels, and 72 per cent above the
level of August 1939, according to the Labor Depariment’s consumers’ price
index. ‘

This rise in living costs is being felt with unusual severity by millions
of families which now have one or more breadwinners out of work.

Even where family wage-earners are still working, their wages have
in some cases dropped suddenly because of the end of overtime work and
work on night shifts, usually paid for at higher hourly rates. In the opinion
of some economists, this drop in overtime pay and night differentials is
having a more serious eﬁ‘ect on the economy than the growth in unemploy-
ment.

Relief Cases Up Considerably

In 15 major U. 8. cities, the number of public relief cases increased
9 per cent between January 1 and March 1, according to a survey by the
American Public Welfare Association., This is considerable more than sea-
sonal, and more than last year, when the increase in the same months was
only 5.6 per cent, In Chicago, relief cases in February 1949 were 20 per
cent more than in the same month last year.

As the relief load grows, some cities are starting up the whole business
that so many of us recall from the dreary 1930s, Dayton, Ohio, for in-
stance, has reinstated its depression work relief .program, and at the be-
ginning of March had 412 men at work.

The Chicago Journal of Commerce recently demanded editorially that
relief clients be put to work “on street ‘maintenance’—meaning street-
cleaning for the most part.”

American capitalism has never been able to assure employment for all
those able to work, at jobs.for which they are fitted and trained. So long
as unemployment doesn’'t go beyond o few million, however, it can still offer
street-cleaning jobs to jobless tool-and-die workers, machinists, building trades-
men, etc. ]

And it can “spread the misery.”

Recently the president of a large company urged that every employer
“assure those of his people who have been with him two years or more
that they should have at least three days’ work a week, no matter what
happened.”

A number of plants are said to have adopted this principle. Instead of
laying off workers, they are reducing the work week. This is supposed to
be a very handsome gesture on the part of the “free enterprise” system,
and to signify to the workers that management is thinking of them every
minute. From the viewpoint of management, this step is betng taken in
the belief it will stem fear, and prevent depression turning into a panie.

Singer Strike - -

(Continued from page 1)

at first permitted the rank and file
to participate, especially in the period
of mobilizing for the strike vote. But
as soon as some militants outside of
their control began to assert them-
selves, they consciously attempted to
keep only their own people in the
limelight as leaders of the strike. The
rank and file opposition, which they
have continually smeared as com-
pany stooges, has given the lie to
these slanderous charges by its mili-
tant conduct during this strike. They
too have been given no key positions
nor are allowed top leadership.

Discussion Meefings
For the Benefit of i

Politics’
"Packages Abroad"

Thursday, May 19

DWIGHT MACDONALD
Editor of “Politics”

GOODBYE TO UTQPIA
Rand School Auditorium

7 East 15th Street
At 8:30,

Admission 75¢

Books for Germany

From many parts of Western Ger-
many we have received requests for
Marxist literature IN ENGLISH.
Books and: pamphlets by Trotsky,
Lenin, Marx, etc., are in urgent de-
mand, but any Marxist works are
needed. Almost none of this literature
is available at present. All books and
pamphlets contributed will be widely
circulated.

Help rebuild Germany's socialist
movement!-Send us your unused or
duplicate copies of any and all Marx-
ist literature, or any you can spare.
They will be forwarded immediately
to those who w1ll make good use of
them.

Send them to: LABOR ACTION
(Attention: H. Judd), 4 Court Square,
Long Island City 1, N. Y.

Books Received

Received from the New American
Library, publishers of Signet and
Mentor pocket books, May 23:

THE BUTTERFLY, by James M.
Cain, 144 pages, 25 cents. Novel, “a
modern version of the Oedipus
myth.”

LIFE ON OTHER WORLDS, by H.
Spencer Jones, 160 pages, 35 cents.
An eminent British astronomer sum-
marizes and discusses the evidence
for the existence of life on other
planets.
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Cdncluding ISL Convention Resolution on U. S.

Why Workers Party Formed the ISL

(Continued from last week)
(6) A propaganda group is neither
an educational society nor a discus-
sion club.
It goes wlthout saying that one of
the most important tasks of not only
a propaganda group but of a genuine

“party is the education of its own

members and sympathizers. In an ed-
ucational circle, the function of a
propaganda group is-— propaganda,
that is, outside activity. The members
of an educational group need do
nothing except become educated;
members in a propaganda group, most
especially in a Marxist prqpaganda
group, join in order to help carry the
ideas of socialism to others The main-
tenance of an acceptable standard of
activity is therefore a condition for
membership, ° X

‘While it has never proved possible
in practice in any organization to de-
fine with any exactness the precise
limits of tolerance allowable, it is
perfectly clear that comrades who
consistently’ contribute ' nothing or
next to nothing to the activities of
the organization (no matter how firm
their political agreement) or who

even contribute to demoralization and
discouraging such activity, cannot be
permitied to remain as members

(7) It also goes without saying that
internal discussion—completely dem-

‘ocratic, completely free and unham-

pered on all differences, etc.—is as
vital to a healthy propaganda group
as is education. But, -similarly, there
is a sharp difference between a prop-
aganda group and a mere discussion
group. As in the previous case the
dividing line was activity, in this case
the dividing line is program.

A mere discussion group, by defi-
nition, either has no group program,
line or policy on the questions it dis-
cusses, or—if a vote is taken—con-
siders the majority view merely an
advisory or recorded expression of

opinion, in any case invelving no

discipline or obligation to act. In any
case also, it feels no obligation to
adopt any view on the important
questions before it, nor to integrate
whatever views it expresses. A prop-
aganda group is based on a program
—namely, the program for which its
members are obligated to propagan-
dize actively.

Internal Democracy and the Propaganda Group

(8) The ideals and practices of in-
ternal democracy are in no way af-
feé¢ted in relation to this question.
The demonstration made in practice
and the concepts of party democracy
developed during the eight years of
existence of the Workers Party con-
iinue to be our standard in every re-
spect.

The combination of complete free-
dom of discussion with political in-
transigence on the basic questions of
socialism and Marxism has been dem-
onsirated in life in the WP to a
greater extent than in any other so-
cialist movement, not only by reviving
the best democratic traditions of the
revolutionary Marxist movement but
by sloughing off all the hangovers
from Stalinism and Zinovievism
which have trailed the Trotskyist
movement, and by developing these
traditions in a way that was not pos-
sible for
the pre-1917 Bolsheviks.

No organizational reprisals against
any political points of view within
the group—and no political conces-
sions to any politically disintegrative
tendencies: these are our guiding
concepts,

(9) A propaganda group is not an
“all-inclusive revolutionary party” in
the sense explained in the 1946 con-
vention resolution on the tasks of the
party—the latter being a. concept ob-
viously meaningful only to a move-
ment which is either a party alle”ld\?

No “Campmgn Parfy

(10). Likewise the concept of the
pariy cadre as developed in the afore-
mentioned 1946 resolution being pred-
icated on the assumption of the more
or less permanent coexistence of dit-
ferent tendencies within a single all-
inclusive revolutionary party.

What remains applicable is simply
the role in almest any organization
of the core of most responsible, most
active, best educated and politically
capable comrades on whom the prac-
tical work of the organization tends
to depend for its stimulus and guid-
ance. This latter type of cadre in the
organization is still a prime necessity
for our group.

(11) It is both impossible and un-
necessary, outside a plan of action
for a specific period, to detail the ac-
tivities that a propaganda group en-
gages in. .

In general, a propaganda group
seeks to spread its ideas and to re-
cruit primarily through the follow-
ing mediums: work in the trade un-
ions and labor movement, above all;
work in mass organizations; circula-
tion and sales of its press and publi-
cations; public meetings and classes;
‘individual contacting. It is to be seen

an illegal -movement. lee <

or striving to become one in an im-
mediate sense.

The emphasis on “all-inclusiveness”
for such a party is diciated by the
desire to make clear that different
and even irreconcilable political ten-
dencies can and should live together,
on the basis of the free play of de-
mocracy, under the single roof of a
party which has, or is striving to
adopt as its main reason for being,
agitation or action in the class strug-
gle. In the case of a propaganda
group whose IDEAS are its main
stock in trade and binding force, and
not its agitation and action in the
class struggle, it is clearly impossible
to maintain that a political tendency
whose IDEAS are admittedly irrec-
oncilable with that of the group is
yet morally obligated to remain in it.
(Vide: our insistence with respect to
the Johnson tendency.)

; Onee this has been made clear, it
is necessary to emphasize once more
that the determination at any time
by a majority that the ideas of a mi-
nority are “politically irreconcilable”

cannot in our group be made the ba-

sis for organizational measures. In
the case of a real political irrecon-
cilability between two tendencies in
a propaganda group, it is rather to be
expected that, regrettable as it may
be, voluntary separation will /be the
inevitable outcome, the determination
being made not by ukase but by the

" logic of politics.

Concepts Héld

that this does not differ substantially
from what have been our main forms
of activity, for some time.

The main difference, perhaps, re-
volves around our attitude toward
types of activity like agitational cam-
paigns, election compaigns, demon-
strations, etc. By no means must it
be understood that these are ex-
cluded; in particular, a demonstra-
tion may at times be a useful propa-
ganda medium, and an election cam-
paign under favorable circumstances
can be carried on as an intensive pe-
riod of propaganda, Nor is there any-
'thing in the nature of a group which
is primarily a propaganda group
which prohibits it from even carry-
ing through strictly agitational activ-
ities, again especially under favor-
able circumstances.

What, however, is clearly incom-
patible is such a concept and gen-
eral perspective as is implied in the
term “campaign party,” or any feel-
ing of obligation to carry on periodic
or regular campaigns lest we fail to
“do our duty” in the class struggle.
These latter are the considerations of
a party.

Why Workers Party Changed Name

(12) The most important thing to
emphasize and re-emphasize, not
merely in this resolution but—what
is more decisivel—in the conduct and
organization of our work in the next
period, is the necessity of rooting the
group in the labor mavement in the
trade unions.

Insofar as this is not done in prac-
tice, or at least progress made in this
direction, the character of a propa-
ganda group inevitably itends to be
reduced in the direction of being
merely an internal discussion and ed-
ucational society, It need hardly be
added that if the work and influence
of our movement in the Labor Parly
field are to have anything but a lit-
erary significance the membership
must from the very beginning be in
a position from which this work can
be conducted and this influence ex-
erted—in the labor movement.

Especially since the end of the war,
in many sections of the country, there
has been very marked retrogression
in the party in this vital respect—to
some extent due to layoffs in certain
industries, but to a greater extent
due to the.fact that many comrades
who went into industry during the
war never did become integrated into
the working class and reverted to

other occupations as soon as the war-
time pressures were released. During
this period also, guidance and drive
from the center on this field of work
fell to a low point, thus reducing to
a minimum any counteracting influ-

‘ence which the center might have

been able to supply.

For an effective Marxist propa-
ganda group, this trend must be
sharply reversed; and the incoming
National Committee is instructed to
give top priority to the question of
re-establishing a functioning trade-
union work center and stimulating
the work of the branches along these
lines. In any case, insofar as this can
be done in a resolution, it must bhe
stressed that our conception of a
propaganda group requires more em-
phasis on trade-union work, not less:”
a stronger orientation ioward the la-
bor movement as our main field of
work, not a weakened one.

(13) It is necessary to underline
the propaganda - group character of
our movement at this time not only
to avoid any illusions on the part of
our comrades, and not only to provide
a realistic basis for planning and
functioning, but also to aveid any il-
lusions on the part of contacts, sym-
pathetic workers who respond to our

.

propaganda and possible reecruits, o
many or most of whom the title “par-
ty” means a mass organization of ac-
tion. The most difficult recruits to
retain are those who join under such
false impressions.

The fact that we call ourselves the
Workers Party arouses and lends
color to such illusions. In addition,
in preparing ourselves for the role
we must play in helping to develop
and build the coming party of labor,

a great deal of clarity would be gained
by the public acknowledgment that
we consider ourselves to be what we
really are: a Marxist socialist prop-,
aganda group which aims to be an
integral part of the broad working-
class movement.

For these reasons, we must relin-
quish the name “Workers Party” and
adopt one that more clearly corres-
ponds to the character and the role
we propose to play.

Political Activity for Labor Party Slogan

(14) Qur perspective also indicates
the orientation in the coming period
of our press, of our political activity
and of the center of work of our
membership. Our theoretical press
must devote itself much more to the
advocacy and defense of our theories
and program as directly related to the
American labor movement and the
tendencies in its ranks, to political
problems in the U. S. Our popular
press must devote itself more to the
propagandistic. presentation - of our
program and less to ggitational ma-
terial.

Our general political actwity must
be centered more firmly than ever
around the popularization of our la-
bor-party slogans and our program
for a labor party. Our membership
must be more systematically edu-
cated in the fundamental program-
atic position of the movement so that
it can most ably defend itself against
all, others ‘and against all crities in
the ranks of the labor movement as
a whole.

Ford Stri

(Continued from page 1)

get the union on the run and keep it
there. And it must be stated, candidly,
that at the present time the Bugas
plan has succeeded so far.

What the Ford Motor Company did
was to join the drive which all ma-
jor companies are carrying on to
speed up the workers—not just in the
usual fashion, which comes with every
model change-over, but rather fo
press real hard against the workers.

At Ford the effect of the speedup
would be twofold. If it succeeded,
Ford would exploit enough extra:la-
bor from each man on the assembly
line to more than make up for any-
thing Ford had to give in the way of
a pension plan in July. It would be
a scheme to take the pension plan out
of the sweat and toil of the Ford
workers.

If the workers resisted and slowed
down or refused to do extra work,
Ford would provoke a series of wild-
cat strikes to get the union. to dissi-
pate all its strength this spring, so
that when summer came the union
would be too exhausted to strike for
pensions.

SPEEDING ISSUE HOT

This last point was understood by
the Reuther leadership, and the Ford
Company knew that the Reuther
leadership understood this. Thus the
company knew what reaction the
Reuther leadership would have to de-
mand from the Ford workers for a
strike against speedup.

Ford therefore refused to settle the
debated speedup question in the B
building, which is the final assembly
line at this huge plant. After 40 meet-
ings on the issue, the company still
refused even to compromise. The is-
sue itself is understood by every auto
worker. In any normal production
schedule of cars, allowance is made
for breakdowns, bad stock, shuiting
down of the lines, etc. If the line is
down for a half hour, for whatever
reason, the men get a “break.” The
Ford Company, however, wants the
men to make up production. Of course
it goes through the pretense of adding
enough men to the line to give help,
but that is never really done. So the
men are speeded up.

The speedup is so universal in aute
now that over 200,000 workers have
been involved in disputes of various
sorts with the companies on this issue,
This is important to remember in view
of what happened at Ford.

The heat from the ranks in the shop
became so hot that Tommy Thomp-
son, president of Ford Local 600, who
only in October, 1948, denounced
“demagogues and - Communists” for
exploiting the “speedup issue” (we
can settle everything peacefully
through negotiations, he declared)
and his caucus which had recently
won an overwhelming victory in lo-
cal .union elections, listened to the
ranks and decided that they would
support a strike against speedup.

At Ford Lincoln plant the speedup
issue also became so hot that the offi-
cials demanded authorization for a
strike from the international execu-
tive board.

Faged with this “hot potato,” the
Reuther leadership sought to put
pressure on the Ford Company by
authorizing the Lincoln plant strike,
but withholding authorization from
Ford Local 600, representing 65,000
workers. '

Of course this incensed the ranks
in Ford Local 600, above all the sec-

(15)These proposals for change in
the orientation and face of the move-
ment are not presented in the belief
that they are the “solution” for the
present weakness of the socialist
movement or of our movement spe-
cifically, nor in the expectation that
their adoption is calculated to lead
to spectacular growth. At the present
stage such illusions would be among
the most harmful. The coming period,
especially up to the definitive for-
mation of labor’s political party, will
in all likelihood see the socialist
movement and. all its cadres .tested
for resistance to all of the disinieg-
rative and degenerative influences of
modern decaying capitalism.

But if the situation in which we
function does not allow for immediate
growth on' a vast scale, it certainly
does not exclude serious and signifi-

cant recruitment, Our organization

has a specific program which distin-
guishes it from all other groups. As
no other does or can do, our program
fully meets the need of a democratic,

ondary leaders in B building where
the speedup issue was burning every-
one up. '

On top of this, the Reuther leader-
ship issued a fruly incredible (not to
say stupid) sta'fe'ment on the Ford 600
situation. “Sifice there was a dispute
in facts” between thé local union and
management on the speedup question,
the international union selected a
committee headed by Emil Mazey to
go into the plant and investigate.

LEADERS FELL FOR IT
This was a ‘blunder. Of course its

* real purpbse wis to give the top lead-

ership a chancé to stall off a strike
and to see if things could be settled
by negotiations—a worthy objective,

of course, but it failed to take into ,

account the reaction of the secondary
Ford union leaders and the ranks. For
these people were not let in on the
“higher strategy.” This was something
just for the “elite.”

Now everyohe knew there was a
speedup issué at the.B building. Thus
the statement of the Reuther leader-
ship was a direct insult to the shop
committeemen and ranks. They blew
up. When Mazey and the other inter-
national officials came into the plant
they were given' a' rather raugh re-
ception. ‘And the whole shop commit-
tee in this plant resigned in. protest
over the action of the international!

More than that, the ranks joined
the secondary leaders and walked out
of the plant!

What especially burned up these
workers was the fact that they knew
‘that Ford would be smart enough not
to have any speedup the day the union
officials were investigating. And nat-

urally things were okay on the line’

until Mazey and others left. Then the
same old speedup policy was renewed.

Thus Ford successfully played the
international union leadership against
the workers. in the plants, and the
Reuther leadership fell for'it. In jus-
tice to Mazey it must be said that he
was maneuvered into heading the
committee, and both the Reuther dev-
otees and the Thompson faction are
concentrating all blame and abuse on
him. (Reuther did not go into the
plant that day.)

The irony of Mazey's position is em-
phasized by the fact that at Briggs,
which he strongly dominates, the local
union carries on a good campaign—
including walkouts—against speedup,
and it defeats the company time and
again.

What is also very significant about
the events in B building is that this
is the Reuther stronghold in Local 600,
The shop committeemen and the unit
president who resigned are all pro-
Reuther. Later they were talked into
repudiating their action. This was a
revolt of the Reuther secondary ranks
against the confused, uncertain and
hesitant policies of their own top
leaders.

This fact has been a major disap-
pointment t{o the many capitalist
journalists who rushed to Detroit to
uncover a “Communist” plot at Ford.
It has been and: remains a source of
embarrassment with the Reuther
leadership. It has left a deep impres-
sion on many WAW: activists.

LOCAL DECIDED ON STRIKE

Of course, Tommy Thompson (who
broke his recent deal with Reuther—
Reuther supported Thompsen for re-
election over the protests of many
Reutherites) ‘'wasn’t going to get him-
self into such an uncomfortable -posi-
tion. Therefore,- whlen the company
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internationalist and - socialist alter-
native to all forms of capitalist and
Stalinist barbarism. In consequence,
it has a special appeal to-those seek-
ing a way out of the futility'and chaos
posed by the ﬂilemm capitalism-
Stallmsm v

It 'is the emphasis on this appeal
that must permeate every word and
action of our movement. It is primar-
ily on the basis of thistappeal also
that we must reeruit. In respect, as
far as party-building is concerned,
while labor party propaganda, etc.,

is our most important spearhead for
propaganda in the labor movement,

we can expect workers to join and
stick with us mainly insofar as we
imbue them with a clear understand-
ing of the socialist ideas and goal and
our specific political ideas in partic-
ular. The justification and need for
our movement lies primarily in this
political character which is its mark
of distinction.

The Marxists are aware of the fact
that their coming task will be neither

. smooth nor devoid of difficulties and

even sharp struggles. Newvertheless,
they face the coming entry of the
American .working class into the po-
litical field as an independent force
with the greatest enthﬁsiasm, zeal and
confidence that the ideas of socialism,
wedded to the working class, will
constitute that power whose triumph
will vindicate all the pioneers of so-
cialism and usher freedom, peace and
abundince into a brotherly world.

arrogantly refused to negotiate seri-
ously with the union on the B build-
ing issue (in fact, it fired 14 commit-
teemen but this was kept from the
rank and file because everyone knew
that nothing could prevent an imme-
diate strike if that was known in the
shop), Thompson and his'strong ‘ma-
jority on the general council at Local

600 set a strike deadline—last Wed-l

nesday.

How stupidly the Reuther leader-
ship was handling this crisis, which
was far deeper-and more acute than
is recognized, was shown by the fact
that at the time of the council meeting
debate on the strike motion, Joe Me-
Cusker, regional director and a Reu-
ther man, told them: “This will be a
wildcat. It won't be authorized.” A
very unpopular position both in the
Thompson forces and among the Reu-
ther supporters at Ford!

As a matter of fact, the Thompson
forces knew that the international
would have to go along with theni'on
strike action if a decent settlement
wasn't obtained quickly, for the ranks
were demanding results, and anybody
who stood in the way was bound to
lose rank-and-file support :

Walter Reuther knew this as well
as the next man, and the strike was
‘authorized, with' a postponement of
one day while Reuther tried last-min-
ute negotiations. Bugas was as ‘arro-
gant as ever, the negotiations failed
and the strike began!

A day later, Bugas threw more fuel
on the fire by making the public gn-
nouncement of the discharge of the
14 men in B building. Other workers
had been disciplined‘in other depart-
ments for staging brief demonstra-
tions of sympathy.

Attempts to mediate were tut_'ned
down by the company. They blasted
the union, ridiculed the charge -of
speedup and over the weekend poured
more salt on the wounds.

LEGITIMATE ISSUE

In the face of these blows against
the union, the Reuther. leadership
reeled like a man given a one-iwo
punch. All they could see for a few
days was that “'Walter’s strategy is
ruined, and Thompson’s to blame.
(No doubt Thompson 'should have
kept the ranks in a firm iron grip,
according to the conservative Reu-
therites, and if-the ranks threw him
out later, that would be all right too,
for wasn’t he anti-Reuther?)

Much confusion has been sown
among Ford workers in other plants
by the fact that, for some time, the
Reutherifes have been stressing the
point that anything which upsets the
strategy is lerrlble and a defeat for
the union. 4

The leaders of both factions have
made irresponsible statements about
the others and have permitted "leaks"
to the press; and this has given the
company a chance to describe the sit-
uation as "due purely to unien poli-
fics.” This is nonsense, for in reality
what is involved is a legitimate de-
bate over policy in which confending
leaders seek to prove that.they are
better qualified to lead the workers.
As long as the UAW has a demogratic
structure and maintains its tradition

‘that the various leaders seek to win
.ranK-and-file suppert by fighting for

their. demands, so long will the union
make progress, and “freshen up" its
leadership—and this crisis shows it
needs to do this today.

The Detroit Free Press, as well as
the Ford Motor Company, bewails the
fact that the UAW is not controlled

SDs at Bonn--

(Continued from page 1

the latter’s end) unless their stand
was adopted. i

RIFT IN THE PARTY

“They were correct in this, of
course, since such power constitutes
the backbone of any government. But
a “compremise’” was reached, the*ex-
tent of whichi was not specified in the
dispatches; -anether-“compromise” was
reached on the extent of the legisla-
tive authority ‘of the central govern-
ment, however; on the contrary;:they
afre' in reality tempordry concessions
madé by the Christian-Democrats and,
the military governments which back
them and who have !consistently
worked for the concentration of gov-
ernmental authority in the provinces.

The behavior of the Social-Deme-
cratic representatives at Bonn clear-
ly expresses their interest in main-
taining their bureaucracy in their
jobs and sinecures. They constitute a
faction which is essentially oposed to
Kurt Schumacher, leader of the SDP
and the younger elements around him.

In his statements, Schumacher has
néver deviated from: his principled
stands and it was he who wanted his
party’s delegation to quit the assem-
bly. He remains the formal head of
the SDP; in actuality, however, there
exists a deepening rift in the party,
with Schumacher apparently heading
the more radical elements.

BUREAUCRACY vs. THE RANKS

So far as can be judged "by his
statements and writings, Schumacher
is a clever opportunist, constantly at-
tempting to reconcile the various op-
posing elements in his party. He
leads, after all, a party whose base
and source of strength is the German
labor movement, which has been tra-
ditionally and still is today the ma-

W--

bureaucratically like the Steel- Work=
ers Union and wishes Reuther would
place. an administrator over Ford 600
just as Murray does amonc the steel
workers. : “ay '

I.IAW‘S DII.EMMA ;

What: is -the real, dllemma 01 the
UAW? What ,should it. .do? Every ‘ef-
fort to find what answer the Reuther
leadership ‘has, or what anyone else
proposes, has ended up in failure. One
listens to speeches at rallies, hears
Reuther spokesmen at union meetings,
asks guestions of anybody and every-
body, and it.is clear that for a week
Reuther had no “line”—no real policy,
just anger 'at the company for not
being as reasonable as it should be,
according to Reuther's thmkmg. and
bitter feeling against the Thompson

" faction’ for the problem that it pre-

sents to the Reuther forces. .
Today George Edwards, actmg De,-
troit . NJy oL,
Reuther together. Behind the scenes
many 'efforts are being made. (It's
really: terrible how much like his
grandfather Henry Ford. [II :has be-
come. ' Somewhat . disappointing, to
many people, don't you know! The
epoch of enlightened capitalism is
having a retarded development in

‘-auto, we fear, in spite of Reuther's

theories and hopes to the contrary.)

More easily than many of his fol-
lowers, Reuther is beginning to re-
cover his balance, and is making
moves calculated to retrieve a messy
situation. Surely, if the UAW wins
this speedup strike quickly, the Ford
strike is a good dress rehearsal for
July 16 contract deadline. If it gets
any satisfactory compromise the lead-
ership can probably play up the ac-
tion as a real dress rehearsal, and
UAW people will be told that Reuther
had it planned that way all the time.

But the adamant attitude of the
corporation suggests that maybe there
is no choice but “shooting the works.”
Negotiations -on the pension plan can
begin next Sunday, although Ford
says he won’t meet with the UAW
while it is on strike now.

Ceriainly, the confusion and hesi-

tation in other Ford locals would end
if the UAW went all-out for the pro-
gram overwhelmingly adopted at the
recent Ford national conference. It
means making the big strike now.
Reuther’s dilemma consists in the
fact that in order to do this he has
to take on the whole “world,” as he
did -in 1945-46 in the GM strike, Al-
ready all the “friends of labor” in
Washington are screaming that the
UAW is upsetting the whole possibil-
ity of “repealing the .Taft - Hartley
Law.” This’fake argument,*we thing,
is taken seriously by Reuther. (If

only labor would beé reasonable—sub-

mit: to ‘a speedup—take ‘a no-strike
pledge—abandon wage demands, ‘the
Taft-Hartley Law would be! repealed.
Ofcourse! Why have-a Taft-Hartley
Law on the books if the labor move-
ment turng itself into a company: un-
ion, and its' leaders ‘into watchdogs
over the rank and file?)

TEST IS BEGINNING

If euther doesn't strike out boldly
he loses both national and UAW pres-
tige. After all, he has promised to
deliver the goods. The- UAW does
have a united leadership on top. They
can’'t blame “the Communists.” They
are out in the cold, even in Ford Lo-
cal 600, where everyone hates them.
(The men on the picket line resent
the popular notion that the CP has

ought to get Ford and.

jor democratic force in Germany to
which rally or will rally the great
masses who have been politically, eco-
nomically and culturally  disfran-
chised.

These masses cannot possibly be-
come . reconciled either to military
governments lording it over Germany
or to the short-sighted and narrow-
minded provincialism of the Chris-
flcn-ﬂomﬂ:ﬂ:h. neither of whom offer
them any sort of future. They are a
potent base of power to which the
Social-Democratic machine cuf_egs *o.r
the election returns but which it es-
sentially. fears, except in words.

We have repeatedly stated our be-
lief that the SDP is effectually today
the resistance movement in Germany.
As such it faces tremendous difficul-
ties which neither its present policy
of accommodation fo the rightist par-
ties and the military governments nor
its superannuated leadership can
overcome,

Thus it is chiefly the task of the
German youth to make the SDP a

' fighting instrument, and of the in-

dependent German.socialists to con-
tribute to this struggle within the
SDP. :

U. S Backs
Dictators - -

(Continued from page 1

UN to bring up the subject of the il-
legal and reactionary nature of the
present Venezuelan regime, to expose
its suppression of civil liberties, its
suppression of the trade unions, and
its wholesale imprisonment of polit-
ical opponents. The reasons given to
the UN delegates from Guatemala and
Uruguay are that to do so would “tend
to jeopardize inter-American unity.”

To Latin Americans, Washington’s
support of an inquiry into Russian
slave labor camps in the name of

_ “freedom” and “democracy” while it

suppresses a similar investigation into
the reactionary Peruvian and Vene-
zuelan regimes smacks of hypocrisy.
" Aragon's speech is important) in
another  respect. If will force the
Ammerican labor delegation, headed by
Serafino Romualdi of the ‘AFL, to
take ‘an open stand on the question
of America’s policy in South Amer-
ica. The American labor group has

been 'lashing at the Peruvian and .

Venezuelan government for suppres-
sing thé trade-union movements, but
has remained silent on the role of its
own government. Should Romualdi

remain silenf on this question, the -

CIT-formed under AFL auspices to
counter-balance . the  Stalinist-con-
trolled continental trade-union fed-
eration (CTAL) will be branded as a
mere tool of American imperialism,

The Peron delegation, which has
been obliguely defending Peru and
Venezuela, is counting on precisely
this development. With Stalinism -in
témporary 'eclipse, Peron’s ambition
is'to win control of the working-class

organizations throughout Latin Amer-"

ida. His representatives and allies at
the TLO conference are demogogically
carrying' on their familiar attack on
“Yankee imperialism” as well as
against its'Latin American “colonies”
sich’ ‘as Cuba and Chile. In these
countries, the government has used
thé excuse of suppressing the Stalin-
ists as a cloak for attacking the work-
ing class and its standards in general.

What happens at the ILO confer-
ence will indicate what the immediate
future holds for the working class in

"the Latin American countries —

whether it will fall under the dom-
ination of either American imperial-
ism or its junior competitor, Argen-
tina, or whether it will find an inde-
pendent road of struggle.

been running their local for a long
time.)

If the speedup strike alone remains
the issue and is prolonged, hardly any-
one thinks the UAW can call ancther
strike in July., If the union exhausts
itself in a purely defensive struggle,
it signifies giving up the economic
objectives of 1949. Small wonder that
Reuther is on the spot!

Even some kind of face-saving com-
promise now, rather than a real vie-
tory, simply postpones the showdown
and the crisis confronting the UAW.
For if the Ford Motor Company is
this “tough” now, and the whole
Washington administration and all the
“friends of labor” are exerting con-
servative pressure on Reuther now,
think how much greater that pres-
sure will be in July! (And meanwhile,
it is a safe guess that the Taft-Hart-
ley Law will remain on the books
until after the 1949 wage negotiations,
including steel coal and auto, are
over.) |

It is going to take a bold, dramatic
and courageous all-out fight on the
part of the UAW to win anything in
1949, The .réal test .of the Reuther
leadership has just begun. The future
course of the Ford sstrike. will decide
its future. .

Once again the UAW concentrates
in itself the problems and- struggles
of the whole labor movement.
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