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| Opening

The decision of the Loyalty Board of the United States Depart-
ment of Commerce in dismissing disloyalty charges against an avowed
sympathizer of the Workers Party, places the inclusion of the Work-
ers Party in the so-called- “subversive list” issued by the Attorney-
General’s office in an even more absurd light than has shone on it

before,

to present a refutation of tlim.

exists for de-listing.

“'they knew that fhe De

is attached!

The whole idea of a "subversive list," which has the effect of out-
lawing erganizations by administrative decree, is anti:democratic enough
as it is. It becomes even more vicious when it is drawn up in such a
way as to bracket together organizations which have little, and in
some cases, nothing in common with each other. It is downright out-
rageous when organizations are listed without being first confronted
with the charges levelled against them, or the evidence that presumably
‘exists to sustain these charges, and without proyiding for any procedure
whereby they can have access to these charges and evidence in erder

The listing of the Workérs Party, alongside of espionage, fascist
and Stalinist organizations with which the WP has nothing whatever
in common, is the clearest case in point. Up to now, protests and com-
munications from the Workers Party to the office of the Attorney
General demanding that at the very least it be informed of just what
charges have been made against it and what evidence has been
adduced, have been of no avail, The office of the Attorney General in
Washmgton has sn'nply referred to the Executive Order empowermg
it to issue a “stibversive list” but not requiring it to inform the organi-
zations listed of the charges, the evidence, or what, if any, procedure

BETRAYS ABSURDITY OF "SUBVERSIVE LIST"

Under such circumstances, the countless Loyalty Boards to whom
the list is issued, are required to do nothing more than establish
whether or not the individual charged with disloyalty is a member of
the listed organization, or even in sympathetic association with it,
Once it is established (assuming it has really been estabhshed") the
Board requires nothing more. The individual in question is forthwith
found to be disloyal, and that is the end of his or her job. How mon-
strously this procedure has already been abused, has already been
noted in numerous liberal publications which have cited specific cases.
What is worse yet, however, is that the procedure, as prescribed and
in and of itself, is a flagrant abuse of the demacratic principles which
are praised so much in Washmgtun and practiced so little.

With this background, the case of the Department of Commerce
employee who was cleared of the charge of disloyalty, as readers of
last week's issue of LABOR ACTION saw, is highly important. Its im-
portance lies above all in the fact that from the start, the employee
freely acknowledged his sympathy with the Workers Party, the fact
that he had openly distributed its' literature from time te time, and had
even made an occasional financial contribution to it. The members of

, the Loyalty Board of the Department were further assisted in their
deliberations by the fact that the National Chairman of the Workers
Party. in testifying before them, just as freely set forth the program
and the nature of the activities ef thiat organization.

i The «decision- of . the: Board ‘is all the. more .interesting. because it

 was made on the basis of this fieely supplied information: Its mem-
bers knew what the Warkers Party_stands for and what it does, and
épartment, emﬁfoyee was & 3ympath1zer of the
Workers Party. They confirmed the employee in his job—in a depart-
ment of the same gover nment to which the Attorney General’s office

If this decision does not ‘d$how the outrageous character of the
“subversive list” in general, it certainly ‘underlines the absurdity
of including the: Workers Party on the list. We would like to hope
that the Board's decision -conveys this absurdity to the office of the
Attorney General. Whether it does-or not, the Workers Party, to-
gether with organizations like the American Civil Liberties Union
and the Workers Defense League which-have assisted it in the past,
will spare no effort, in their drive against the “list,”” to have the

Workers Party removed from it—just as a starter.
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By HENRY JUDD

The North Atlantic Security Pact has been pub-
lished and the world has been presented with an accom-
plished fact—a 'grand and sweeping war alliance.
Among the numerous comments heard, surely that of
Belgium’s Prime Minister Spaak is the most absurd.
This ex-socialist proudly announced the public nature
of the document which, according to him, was not con-
ceived in “secrecy,” unlike prevous pacts and "alliances.
The fact is, of course, that only long after the terms
had been agreed to was any publication permitted.” Is
it conceivable that such a document would be announced
without a prior understanding, for example, by the
American Senate that it would gl\re its almost unani-
mous approval?

It is true that most of the terms had long since been
rumored and bruited about by reports and newspaper
commentators, But a reading of the pact as @ whole and
not piecemeal indicates that (1) this is the most signifi-
cant document to appear since the end of World War II;
(2) it is one of the most significant steps in the history
of the United States, and (3) its full implications can
only be partly seen today. Just as the Marshall Plan is
the overall economic and social strategy of American
imperialism, so the North Atlantic Security Pact is a con-
cretization of American military and war-alliance strate-
gy in terms of that same imperialism.

The terms of the pact have been' publicized and it
is hardly necessary to repeat what is so well known.
Above -all, little or no attention should be paid to the
propaganda barrage intended to calm disturbed nerves
by emphasizing the ‘“‘defensive’” character of the ‘pact
and its alleged legal justification in terms of the United
Nation’s. charter clause pernnttmg “regional  agree-
ments.” If we stretch the term ¢ ‘regional” to include
just about-half the world (and the most 1mportant part
of it, to boot!), then perhaps our new:slick Secretary

ﬁ*‘*o{-*SthMMnﬂget"away wrth ‘that«one. The al-
ready famous Article 5 6f tha past-§ighifies that the

Umted Statcs, as well as all other powersiiiivolvedy will

- T

Atlantic Pact Terms Biml Europe
To U.S. in Sweeping War Alliance

automatically and assuredly find itself precipitated intu'

war provided the initial action is considered sufficiently
important to warrant such steps. .The wording which
formally retains the Congressiona] right to declare war
has not only that purpose in mind, but also the more
nnpmtant objective of permitting the American gov-

ernment to decide whether this or another corerete

move by Russian imperialism wmlants the blow-up of
a Third World War.

MAJO'R[ IMPLICATIONS OF PACT

Let us try to list some of the broader implications
of the new paect which will largely determine Amer-
ican action and policy in its relation to the rest of the
world. Here are some of the more striking ones. The
others will turn up in practice as we move along to the
inevitable war now planned by both American and Rus~
sian imperialism.

(1) ‘The world is now launched in a new armaments
race whieh, in its effect, will make all others insignifi-
cant both in the sum of moneys to be spent, and the dis-
astrous nature of the weapons to be employed. Greater
percentages of national budget will be devoted to arma-
ments.. Already Russian expenditures have jumped to
20 per cent of the new budget; American expenditures
stand already at 40 per cent and French at one-third
of the budget. = :

The ‘first steps toward European rearmaments, to be
conctﬂiﬁ'ahd on the organization of new armored divi-
sions (in"France and the British jet-propelled air force,
will ::e?! between $1 and $2 billions. It is claimed this
will ndtinterfere with the European Recovery Program
expenditurés (ERP), but this is absurd. Priorities will be
disrupted necessarily, and the old adage that a nation
(even JAmerica) cannot produce both "guns and butter"
in equal ‘quantities and indefinitely still holds true. Fur-
fllermnre..wllu! contribution will ‘billions in guns, tanks

and. plings make toward the desired.gosl. -of European,.
--.-ecmmiemmrery? We :propose, instead, that the quan-

: (Continued in, World Politics col., page 3).+

"Liberal” Chicago Mayor Boots Civil Rights,
And Senator Douglas Goes Him One Better

Stalinist Government Decree

Dissolves Mapam in Rumania

Dissolution of the Mapam move-
ment in Rumania (pro-Stalinist so-
cialist Zionist organization) was de-
creed last week by the Stalinist gov-
ernment in control of the Rumanian
“People’s Democracy.” Concurrently
106 centers preparing 50,000 young
Jews for migration to Israel were
shut down by ukase of the govern-
ment.

This shatters the Mapam illusion
that slavish support of Stalinism
would save its organizations in the
Russian satellite states from the fate
of all the other Zionist and non-Sta-
linjst organiZations.

The Stalinists, like all totalitarians,
never permit any independent organ-
ization to exist (if they can help it)
no matter how much it grovels and
how subservient it is to them. This
process takes some time. but the
“gleichshaltung” of ALL the Jewish
organizations was completed by the
decree. Prior to this there had been
ordered the formation of a so-called
“Jewish democratic committee” which
was appointed dictator of the Jewish
community.- This community organ-
ization in Rumania was a legal body
and for a long time had been offi-
cially endowed with powers to regu-
late many internal Jewish problems
such as education and social welfare
work. . These traditional communal
groyps were abol:shed in favor of
the state-created committees:

About 350,000 Jews live in Ruma-
nia, They are survivors of the Hitler
exterminationist policies. This group
constitutes the largest Jewish popu-
lation in any European country out-
side of Russia. The overwhelming
majority of these Jews developed
strong nationalist feelings as a reac-
tion to the ghastly .fate of the Jews
under totalitarian capitalism. “In Ru-
mania,” boasted the Zionists with a
considerable degree of truth, “every

Jew is a Zionist.” Most of them
wanted to emigrate to Palestine.
STALINISTS TURN ON ZIONISM
For a while the “People’s Democ-
racy” allowed the right of emigra-

tion but only to Israel Waant Mos=
e

cow supporting Isracl diplomatically?
The satellites of Moscow could per-
mit migration.

Then' came the reversal of Russian
policy. Support to Israel was not to
be -interpreted as tolerance of Zion-
ism. Ilya Ehrenberg attacked Zionism
in Pravda. The Rumanian Stalinists’
joired the jackal pack. Zionism once
again became imperialist,” bourgeois,
nationalist, blackmarketing, etc. Em-
igration was. made difficult and finally
almost impossible. Zionist organiza-

.tions were hampered, harassed and

finally—on December 23, 1948—they
dissolved “voluntarily.”

The Mapam -affiliates in Rumania
refused to accept the decision of the
central board of Zionist organizations.
Blinded by their naive faith in the
Stalinist regime and believing the
Stalinists to be revolutionary and to
have a revolutionary integrity, the
Mapam affiliates attempted to con-
tinue their organization by convincing
the Stalinists that they were not like
the others —they were really and
TRULY loyal.

The Rumanian Stalinists taught
them a lesson in “democracy” — dis-
solved and proscribed them by de-
cree. ‘Members of a Jewish Agency
delegation that arrived to negotiate
a migration agreement were imme-
diately arrested, thrown into jail and
later deported. Two of the three dele-
gates were members of Mapam.

Such are the facts. In face of these
facts it is amazing that the Mapam
continues its pro-Stalinist orientation
and that it made its pro-Stalinism the
central issue in the Israeli Parliament
AFTER these events took place..

In face of these facts one wonders
what becomes of the Mapam theoreti-
cal position that “Zionism is now a
recognized ally of [Stalinist] social-
ism.” Another question the Mapam
and its various affiliates can profit-
ably consider is: How do these ac-
tions fit in with their analysis of the
satellites as “people’s democracies,”
or—more accurately—does their anal-
ysis of the new States as “democra-
cies” fit the facts?

CHICAGO, Mar. 20—Following hard

upon the defeat of the Carey ordi-,

nance against discrimination in rent-
ing new public housing in the Chicago
City Council by the personal inter-
vention of “liberal” Democratic May-
or Kennelly, as related in last week’s
LABOR ACTION, the labor-liberal-
progressive - ADA  (Americans for
Democratic Action) bloc supporters
of civil rights measures in -this city
have just received a further shock to
their already groggy illusions.

It comes this time from a source
so “pure” in 'its “liberalism” that it
has few equals in this area. Senator
Paul Douglas, University of Chicago
professor who swept into office. with
Truman last November to oust the
Chicago Tribune stooge, “Curley”
Brooks, has just made it fully clear
to the most blind of his supporters

that neither he -nor the. Demogratic

Party's “left wing” can take a con-
sistent stand in favor of Truma.ns
civil rights program.

In an-amazing flurry that took place

on March 17 on the floor of the Sen- |

ate in Washington, Douglas in his
maiden. speech démonstrated his cap-
itulation in reply to a “penetrating
question” put to him by none other
than the leader of the Southern fili-
busterers, Senator Russell of Geor-
gia. Russell had hailed the reaction-
ary stand of Kennelly, saying Doug-
las' “criticism, it seems to me, would
fall with great violence upon the
head of the distinguished mayor of
Chicago. . . . Does the senator pro-
pose to compel the Democratic mayor
of Chicago to reverse his position and
support all measures which would
destroy segregation of the races in
housing projects and elsewhere?”

OUTDOES KENNELLY

After replying with regard to the
“facts” about Chicago and Republi-
can maneuvering in the Senate,
Douglas continued and said: “I want
to say to the senator from Georgia
that we are not proposing to abolish
segregation in the South, and' 1 am
glad to make that *point clear. We
are not proposing to abolish segre-
gation in the South, We are not pro-
posing to abolish it in housing, or in
the federal aid for education bill. We
are not proposing to abolish it in the
schools. Senators from the South are
seeing ghosts. We do not want to im-
pose it on the South. I am not in-
sisting that in social relations which
men have with each other they must

be forced to mingle, That is an indi--

#

vidual matter and in many cases a
matter for local decision.”

It is not the intent of this news
article at this time to go into the
ramifications of all the points made
either by George or Douglas in this
senatorial exchange while the {li-
buster was oceurring. The pertinent
point concerns Douglas’ words as they
relate to segregation. Mayor Kennel-
ly has “merely” expressed his con-
tempt for an ordinance against seg-

regation in certain Chicago privately ,

owned housing projects aided by pub-
lic funds; Senator Douglas goes twen-
ty leagues further in stretching out
his hand to greet the mounting reac-

tionary rebellion against civil rights,

in toto!
The Chicago chapter of the Na-
tional Association for the ‘Advance-

ment of Colored People recently de- -
-nounced Kennelly's stand in the fol-

lowing: words:. “He broke faith. with
a large group of his loyal supporters.

He struck a dagger into-the wvery -
heait of democratic principles. He: .

won a place for himself along with
the Southern Dixiecrats. He sold Chi-
cago down the river of segregation,
discrimination and prejudice. The

vote of 31 weak aldermen under the
spell of Mayor Kennelly’s empty ora-
tory set 'moral and democratic prog-
ress back 50 years in Chicago.” How
will the Negro masses respond to
Douglas now, if they can say this
about Kennelly?

In the March 12 Chicago edition of
the Pittsburgh Courier two front-page
editorials flay the politicians of the
Democratic and Republican Parties
for their stands on Chicago housing
and federal civil rights. “Many a
member of the persecuted minorities
of Chicago has had his eyes opened.
There is no longer any conjecture
about the attitude of the ruling forces

in this city. There are no'more illu-:
‘sions. Their paradise of fools:has been:

wrecked and. shattered and now.the

colored people, 'the Jews, *the' Mexi-+

cans, the Chinese, the'Japanese and
some" of  the Catholics ‘are)birought

face to face with the ¢old, -hard facts_

of -the " bigotry, hypocrisy; fhe  chi-

~canery and.double talk of those who :
sit in the high: places in' the Windy

City, and direct the destinies of the

teeming millions herein. In knowl-

edge there is power. That is why the
(Continued on page 3)

By SUSAN GREEN

in Congre

The kills in both houses of Congress designed to murder rent
control, sharply underline the need for an independent labor party
in this country, a party through which the working people can
send men and women of their own kind, of their own class, o gov-
ern for them. Nobody who experiences in his own life and in his
own pocket the effects of the housing shortage and the dire need
for rent control, could possibly do to the millions of tenants of
this country what Congress is doing. The lawyers, businessmen
and hardened politicians legislating to raise rents all along the

‘line and to give the landlords a free hand as soon as possible, are

of the same social layer as the landlords and they act that way.
- Last week the Senate Banking and Currency Committee—why
this committee should have jurisdiction on rent control has still

-to be explained—completed a bill to take the place of the'law

expiring on March 31, and submitted it to the Senate with rec-
ommendation for passage. The wording of this recommendation

.

Jury Selected,
Trlal of (P

Leaders Begins

By WYATT LEE

‘After two months of preliminary
arguments, a jury was selected for
the trial of eleven Communist Party
leaders and the prosecution began the
actual presentation of evidence last
week on charges of conspitacy to ad-
vocate the overthrow of the U.- S.
government.

The defense challenge of the “blue
ribbon” jury system, which took up
sqven weeks of testimony, appeared
lost except as an appeal after com-
pletion of the present trial, with
Judge Harold R. Medina'denying all

- defense charges. Another two weeks

were used for the selection of jurors,
with Judge Medina alone condtucting
the examination of the panel.

Under the procedure set up by the
presiding jurist, only He was permit-
ted to question prospective jurors.
The defense could exercize its fifteen
peremptory challenges, but questions
could be asked only through and at
the discretion of Judge Medina.
Whenever defense lawyers wished to
raise a point on the nature of this
examination, the courtroom was
tleared of all prospective jurors.

DELAY NOT UNCOMMON

Throughout the proceedings Medi-
na has complained of the lengthy
arguments presented by the battery
of defense attorneys, even charging
“premeditated, willful delay” and the
press has picked up the cry. While
it is true neither the defendants nor
their lawyers have displayed any
wish to hurry the case along, iwo
months of preliminaries do not by
any means set records in American
jurisprudence.

- .Almost any anti-trust suit instituted
by the federal government, for exam-
ple, can count ‘on at least a decade
elapsing before a decision is reached.
A large motion picture corporation,

Paramount, reached a consent decree
recently with the Department of Jus--
tice on a charge of monopoly in the

exhibition of films. Judges and attor-
neys for both sides congratulated ev-
erybody on the dispatch”and coopera-
tion with which the procecdmgs were
carried out.

(Continued on page 2)

is unbelievable when :hecked.

against the provisions of the
bill. !
". . . any increases in rents
today would be at the expense
of diets, medical care, clothing,
and other necessities of life of mil-
lions of American citizens. . . ." From
this you would suppose that the bill
wipes out all rent increases and car-
ries out the campaign promises of the
Democratic Party, as well as of some
campaigning Republicans, to dp away
with the obnoxious fifteen - percent
"voluntary” increase in the existing
law. This is what you would suppose,
but this is not the case. The proposed
bill before the Senate, upon which it
will act this week, proposes a down-
the - line ten --percent increase and
nothing voluntary about it. And those
tenants who have  already : “volun-
téered” increases of five, seven or ten

-~ percent -will - be: penalized~by~kaving

to. pay up to the fifteen percent’ per-
mitted by the expiring law,

NOTHING ... TO THEM

Thelc is only. one interpretation of
the committee’s words taken with the
provisions of the billi These politi-
cians do not consider a ten-percent
boost an “increase in rents today.”
To these “servants of the people” with
their fancy salaries and their addition-
al expense accounts, four, five or six
dollars more or less a month is negli-
gible—to them merely the prive of
one dinner. When they talk about
diet, medical care, clothing and other
necessities of life, théy are mouthing
words without the content of life in
them. To the working class family

four, five or six dollars a month mean.
eggs, milk, a pair of shoes, a trip to-

the dentist.

Here's some more from these capi-
talist politicians who bleed for the
people. “Already we are concerned
about the increase in unemployment,
the decrease in savings, tHe unheglthy
growth of installment purchases and
small loans, the decline and leveling
off in trade and industrial jgproduc-

. tion.”” So reports the Senate ﬁanl&ing
+ and rCurrency Committee to the Sen-

ate,

" Again, if words mean anything, one
must conclude that this committee
‘is dead against any rent increases.
Sure, sure, it is against “any’ ¥ént
increase, but a mere ten-percent, a
mere ten-percent, is no increase at
all. Many workers are out of work,
many are on part time, families for-

(Continued on page 3)

Who Won the November Elections?

It is now necessary to ask who-won the elections
last November. The crushing defeats which Tru-
man’s proposals have received-in Congress have

raised this question.

Gn November 2 a majority of the whole: people
and an overwhelmingly greater proportion of the
working class voted the Democratic ticket: In de-
‘flance of a well-heeled barrage by press, polls,
and radio, the people voted for what to them was
a continuation of the New Deal, for liberalism and
against the conservatism so. completely identified
with the Republican Party. The Dixiecrat racists,
the symbols of .Jim Crow and the embodiment of
reaction, could not even carry the South.

- However mistaken, November 3 was a day of
popular rejoicing: “We showed them.” What has

happened to this “victory”?

The spectacle in Washington is one of ahambles
for the administration program. Precisely those
forces which were rejected in the election now

hold the initiative.

The 81st Congress is three rQonths old, Its ac-
complishments are on a par with the notorious 80th.
This is a bare listing of what it has done and not

done to date:

® The rent bill now. being considered complies

with the demands of the réal-cstate lobbies. The
lid on rents is blown sky-high. This is a direct
. steal out of the pocketbooks of the people.

® The filibuster has wrecked the civil-rights, anti-
lynching, anti-poll-tax bills. The Dixiecrats whe were
defeated at the polls have won in Congress.

® The weak and partial efforts of the adminisira-
tion to establish majority rule in the  Senate in
order to undermine the filibuster and limit Senate
control by the Dixiecrats
“compromise” one fourth of the Senate can stop
any attempt on ‘closure of debate, and on rules
the old filibuster technique remains intact.

® If there was one single matter on which labor
voted for the Democrats it was for repeal of the
Taft-Hartley Act. Seldom has there been such unity
of purpose and effort in the labor movement. The
Taft-Hartley Act is still law and no one dares pre-
dict how soon it will come out of committee. Worse
than that, there is widespread fear that the law
will be "modified" rather than repealed. Labor is
now at the mercy of the reactionary 81st Congress.
@ Proposals to raise the minimum wage to 75
cents an hour have been glashed to 60 cents, and
even that is stymied in committee. Increase of so-
cial security, extension of old-age pension cover-
age, national health plans, housing programs, price

have failed. Unger the

ceilings—all these hopes of yesterday have a du-
bious future at best. Thus far they have been vir-
Ltually ignored inside Congress so far as practical
measures are concerned. .

The widely heralded “Fair Deal" is beginning to
look like a scarecrow—no insides. The administra-
tion is apparently unable or unwilling to' control
even its own majority in Congress. Or to. put it
in another way, the horse backed by Murray, Green
and Reuther as the only possible one to ptaduce
any results is hardly in the race. ;

The coalition of Dixiecrats, Repubhcans and
.conservative Northqrn Democrats rules the roosl.
The Democratic Party has not proved itself to be
the instrument. of.the ADA or of a liberal-labor
coalition, but rather the means for assuring con-
trol of the federal government by the conserva-
tive-reactionary bloc.

Truman reneged on his threqt to purge the
Dixiecrats, thus keeping them in the Demecratic
Party. Just the other day AFTER the defeats he
suffered at their. hands, he promised that there
would be no reprisals. Since the Democrats were
given the victory at the polls, and the Dixiecrats
have shared the fruits of this victory, they have
been able to control positions of power which the

{Continued: in Editorial col., page 3)
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Gates Presents WP View

At Debate on Labor Party

LOS ANGELES—The affirmative side -
of the question, “Resolved That a La-
bor Party Will Advance the Inter-
ests of the Working Class,” was pre-
sented by Albert Gates, organizer of
the Los Angeles branch of the Work-
ers Party, in a debate with the-World
Socialist Party, represented by Fred
Evans, at a meeting of slightly under
100 held at Vladeck Center, March 13.

Both speakers held as their ulti-
mate goal the abolition’ of capitalism
and the establishment of- socialism,
and based themselves on the scien-
tific teachings of Marx and Engels.
“The American working class is
backward politically, even though it
is well organized on a irade-union
basis,” said Gates in arguing for the
Labor Party slogan.

The burden of Evans' attack was
directed against any kind of reforms
or immediate demands, and he con-
demned the Labor Party slogan on
that. basis. His organization calls for
the “unconditional surrender of cap-
jtalism,” he said. He quoted from
Marx and Engels’ Communist Mani-
festo to the effect that the “emanci-
pation of the working class is the

. task of the working class itself,” ahd

on the basis of that statement his
group is against all reform measures,
opposed to leaders, has no leaders
in its own organization, and does not
wish to lead the working class to so-
cialism. He pointed out that his or-
ganization, a sister party of the So-
cialist Party of Great Britain, has
had no splits since its inception in
1904. . }

PRIMITIVE IDEAS ON SOCIALISM

Evans was hard put to answer a
query during the question period,

based on the passage from the Com-
munist Manifesto in which Marx and
Engels called for support of the im-
mediate demands of the workers.

Gates, in his first rebuttal, found
ample material in Marx against the
“orthodox Marxists” “of the WSP on
the nature of sects, which was the
characterization he made of the WSP.
Their lack of splits, as well ‘as their
Jack of participation in labor strug-
gles was evidence of their lifeless ex-
istence. Their opposition to the de-
mand “A job for every worker” he
labeled primitive “jungle” socialism.

In his rebutial, Evans further dem-
onstrated the naive, inflexible con-
cepts of his organization. He denied
the necessity of a transitional period
between the end of capitalism and
the beginning of socialism. “Either
you have capitalism or socialism,” he
said flatly.

In his final summary, Gates ex-
posed a quotation by Evans of Max
Shachtman in The New International
against a Labor Party. It happened
to have been written when the move-
ment was opposed to a Labor Party
fourteen years ago!

The rout of the WSP view was wit-
nessed by an audience of Socialists,
Social - Democrats, members of the
Hashomer Hatzair and union mem-
bers and leaders. Its sympathies were
overwhelmingly for the Labor Party
position. Even members of the WSP
.had to admit that Gates delivered
some crushing arguments.

The meeting was chaired by An-
thony Ramuglia, international repre-
sentative of the Textile Workers

»

(Contigitied from page 1) -
The originial charges were instituted

“eleven long years ago, in 1938. The

only reason for the “early” settle-
ment was. that an amicable agree-
ment, satisfactory to all, was reached.
Other movie companies under the
same charge who wish to continue
their cases in court can undoubtedly
prolong the situation for a few more
years.
DENNIS OWN LAWYER
Nevertheless, the CP leaders and
their “defense have displayed more
interest in attacking the jury system
than in defending their political point
ol view before the bar. A change in
this attitude may become apparent
with Eugene Dennis, CP general sec-
retary and second only to William Z.

Foster in the public hierarchy of the -

party, now cimc'lucting his own de-
fense.

With the legalities of the jury sys-

" tem challenge over and the final jury

selected, Dennis requested permission
to excuse his attorney and to take
over for himself. This move will put

him in a better position to present:

the political case of :the CP -during
the trial, for he will-not be bound
_as closely by restrictions placed upon
a deferidant in the witness chair.

During the trial of the Socialist
Workers Party members at Minneap-
olis, the only other time the Smith
. Act ‘has been invoked, Albert Gold-
inan, one of the defendants, acted as
attorney for himself and the others.

If Dennis' assumption of his own
tefense actually presages an attempt
{0 defend the CP from the point of
view of political program and prin-
tiples, the frial will become worthy
of close scrutiny by everyone seri-

ously interested in a study of Stalin-
ism. '

CHALLENGES INDICATIVE

For the politically aware, no de-
fense of corrupt and hopelessly com-
promised Stalinism is possible. The
danger lies in the chance that, aided
by a crassly reactionary and stupid
proseéution, Dennis and his cohorts
may emerge in the public mind as
stalwarts of socialism and Marxism,
giving the CP in America the false
appearance of crusading revolution-
_ists still ‘carrying the flag of the be-
trayed October Revolution.

The present: isolation of the CP was
strikingly exemplified during the ex-
amination ‘of prospective jurors. In
searching for bias among the mem-
bers of the panel, Medina and the
prosecution presented a list of names,
organizationg and publications
deémed connected with Stalinism—a
sort of FBI Index Librorum Prohibi-
« foram. If any prospective juror had
come in contact with this forbidden
fruit, he was automatically excused.

The CP defense also prepared its
own Index, Highest on the list were
the names and works of the opposi-
tion to Stalinism within the labor and
liberal movement. Least of all want-
éd ‘on the jury was anyone who knew
anything of the labor movement’s po-
litical history or who had read any-
thing on the actual conditions within
Fussia. : '

The same fear was betrayed in the
exercize of peremptory thallenges by
the defense. Aside from a few per-
sons connected with such reactionary
- bodies as the Holy Name Society and
the Tool Owners Union, the defense

used its precious right to remove
jurors against members of AFL un-

jons and a member of the Liberal

Party!

" Select Jury in CP Trial

No one knows better than the Sta-
linists themselves that a juror with
any knowledge of the history of the
CP in the labor movement would con-
stitute a hazard to the defense. If and
when the CP presents a justification
of its political role the audience of
necessity must be gullible and naive.

InMarylant

The Department of Employment
Security reported that some 722,900
were employed in non - agricultural
tasks in mid-December 1948. The fig-
ure for mid-January 1949 was 700,300.
Consequently, Maryland employment
fell by 22,600 in January, a sharper
drop than the corresponding monthly
décline last year. The department dis-
closed that the corresponding season-
al reduction in 1947-48 was 17,200 or
5,400 less than the present drop. Man-
ufacturing plant workers were hard-
est hit and contributed the major fig-
ure to the Decemjer-January decline,
the department said. Said reports
were, compiled in cooperation with
the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

The total number of checks paid
non-veteran jobless by the State Un-
employment Board for the week end-
ing February 26, 1948, was: counties
6,943, Baltimore city 14,510. New
claims were 1,861. During the same
period Uncle Sam paid veterans
checks as follows: counties 3,248, Bal-

timore city 2,928. New claims were.

110.

(A subsequent report came too late
for publication, which relays the in-
formation that in February, unem-
ployment hit 49,000 in Maryland—a
post-war high.—Ed.

‘Readerd

Protests Protest

On "Oliver Twist"

Editor:

LABOR ACTION of February 28
has prominently displayed on its back
page an item headed, in bold type,
“PROTEST ‘OLIVER TWIST.!” A
glance at the very first line of the
article, which refers to “the anti-
Semitic film ‘Oliver Twist,”” tends to
confirm the reader in the belief that
LABOR ACTION is not merely re-
porting the demonstration by DPs in
Berlin, but is calling upon its readers
to boycott this British film—and per-
haps Charles Dickens as well!

I am afraid that this is precisely the
impression that many of your read-
ers will get, although I do not believe
it is exactly what LABOR ACTION
intends to convey. The article actu-
ally concerns the new growth of anti-
Semitism in England and in Germany,
and the suspected anti-Semitic mo-
tives of British Labor Party authori-
ties in taking the film to Germany
and in suppressing the riot of DPs
that resulted.

Speculation as to the motives of
the responsible British authorities re-
mains—speculation, It must be point-
ed out, however, that, in the first
place, the current crisis in the British
film industry leaves very few first-
class films suitable for exhibition in
Germany. “Oliver Twist,” the film
version of a great English novel, is
an entirely logical choice for this
purpose.

The reaction of the Berlin DPs to
the picture (or rather, to the single
character of Fagin in the picture), is
understandable. But not every out-
burst of this kind is necessarily to
be defended; and I am not sure that
the British authorities could be ex-
pected to foresee what would happen.

As for the manner in which the riot
was suppressed, I do not know the
facts, and cannot express an opinion.
The presence of Nazi elements on the
German police force is to be expected.
But it is possible that the provocation
of the film was surpassed by the prov-
ocation of the riot.

The last paragraph of the LABOR
ACTION article contains the belated
admission that the film is not defi-
nitely known to be anti-Semitic. This
admission is curiously phrased: “Whe-
ther ‘Oliver Twist’ is or is not anti-
Semitic (we have not seen the pic-
ture, of course) is, by this time, not
merely an objective question but has
become a symbol of this vicious ra-
cial disease.” It seems to me that
LABOR ACTION is going off half-
cocked. Such a crude attempt to re-
duce everything to a matter of ideol-
ogy is unhappily reminiscent of the
“proletarian” criticism of the early
thirties.

I have not seen “Oliver Twist,” ei-
ther. But, though LABOR ACTION
may not be interestéd in whether the
picture is actually anti-Semitic or not,
I AM interested. Reports on the Ber-
lin disturbances did not suggest that
there was anything anti-Semitic in
the film beyond the supposedly “anti-
Semitic” character of Fagin. But I
have never heard it seriously- main-
tained that there -were no Fagins in
the England of Charles Dickens.

In “Oliver Twist,” Fagin is over-
shadowed in evil by Bill Sikes. For

Labaor

one Jewish  scoundrel, there are a
hundred Gentile scoundrels in the
novels of Dickens. According to Er-
nest Boyd, Dickens was careful
enough of the feelings of his Jewish
readers to balance the evil Fagin of
“Oliver Twist” with the good Aaron
of his later novel “Our Mutual
Friend.”

It should not be forgotten that the
main theme -of Charles Dickens was
social injustice. He was often bogged
down in whimsieality and sentiment;
but he always returned to his theme
of the grinding poverty of the Eng-
lish working <class of his day. He con-"
sidered himself a social reformer; and
his novel “Hard Times” was attacked
by Victorian critics as “sullen social- -
ism”

Previous' English -film versions of
Dickens' novels have been, as I re-
member, faithful to their originals. If
this is the case with “Oliver Twist,”
should the British be criticized for
giving the German peoplé the oppor-

" tunity of seeing a realistic portrayal

of the dark side of Victorian England?
Or should the character of- Fagin have
been eliminated in the film version
and an acceptable Anglo-Saxon scoun-
drel substituted, so that the picture
could be properly passed by the “es-
tablished three-power censorship re-
viewing board” which LABOR AC-
TION for some reason seems to cham-
pion? In that way, the “previous pro-
tests in England and in the U. 8.
which LABOR ACTION appears to
endorse, would have been, no doubt,
complied with. These ‘‘previous pro-
tests” could hardly have been con-
cerned with the question of exhibit-
ing the film in Germany. They were
demands for the suppression of the
film EVERYWHERE—the row raised
in Canada being an example, And on
the basis of that examplé, I should
say the “previous protests” fully de-
served to be ignored.

The English weekly New Statesman
and Nation (a magazine of “left” ten-
dency) reviews this film in its issue
of July 3, 1948. There is nowhere in
the review even a hint that anything
anti-Semitic can be found in the pie- -
ture. The reviewer remarks that the
“grim background has been beauti-
fully caught” and that Fagin is “a
masterly representation.” With refer-
ence to the scenes involving Fagin,
the reviewer says he “ ..cannot im-
agine these scenes being better, or
indeed now, otherwise done.”

A clear-cut position with respect to
what happened in Berlin “is hardly
possible. But I hope that LABOR
ACTION will think better of its dus
bious endorsement of “previous-pro-
tests,”” and will be the first to speak
out against- any attempt on the part
of any group to boycott the film in
America and to imposeé a censorship
of the most stupid variety, assuming
the film to be an accurate version of
the novel. '

"While in the full fleod of criticism,
let me suggest another way in which
the February 28 issue of LABOR AC-
TION could -have been improved: the
installment of ' Falk and Maxwell's
endless diatribe against the leader-
ship of the YPSL should have been
cut by two-thirds. This discussion is
of intense interest to about a dozen
readers of LABOR ACTION. The rest
(I hope) find the clumsy sarcasm and
nagging tone of this political trivia
an entirely incongruous note in LA- |

ﬂ |

BOR ACTION. This is the sort of
polemic that makes a far worse im-
pression than the mere muddle-head-
edness of the YPSL leadership. If
Falk and Maxwell must brood over
the way bolshevism has been slan-
dered, do they have to do it publicly?

Fraternally,

H. D. COLEMAN
St. Louis, March 7

In the article te which Comrade

Coleman refers we did not call-for:a.

boycott of the film when and if it is
shown in this tountry. We did uphold
the protest and boycott movement in
Germany. It is unlikely, precisely be-
. cause we understand the evil of cen-
sorship <ih ‘any form, that we would
call for a boycott of the film here.
It is not, however, excluded that we
would participate in a protest move-
ment if, when shown here, the film
proves itself to be as described. Cer-
tainly, to show .the fllm in Germany,
where millions (Jew and non-Jew
alike) suffered the savagery of racial-
ism, was-a piece of unmitigated gall
—to put it mildly. .

We share Comrade Coleman’s ad-
miration for the classics of literature.
But we do not think that they ought
to be used to rub salt into the still
bleeding wounds of millions to whom
anti-Semitic caricatures are a pain-
ful memory.

We oppose the censorship of art,
and we hold the rights of an artist

to be jinviolate. But the feelings of
a people who have reason to be out-
raged are equally inviolate, if not
more so.

That Comrade Coleman should
write: “it is possible that the provo-
cation of the film was surpassed by
the provocation of the riot” is truly
astounding. .It is perhaps testimony
to his dispassionate objectivity. We
hope few people share it. For even
did we object to the protest, we could
not possibly equalize the rage of the
vietims of anti-Semitism with the
clubs of cops defending “artistic free-
dom” (and the property of the movie
house owner, and the profits of the
film’s producers). :

We have read “Oliver Twist,” and
we think it a book people ought to
read. We have also read several ac-
counts of the film, notably by Albert
Deutsch in the New York Post, from
which we gather that the film makers
exceeded the requirements of accu-
rate and artistic reproduction. In the
book, Fagin is one of a series of trib-
ulations which Oliver Twist encoun-
ters on his dismal journey. He is not
the main character of the book. It
would seem, according to all reports,
that he IS the deminant character of
the film, if only by the forcefulness of
the actor who plays the part. Was it
necessary to dress Fagin in the long
Jewish “caftan,” the round hat, as
he is dréssed-in the film? Was it nec-
essary to out-Streicher an anti-Sem-
itic Streicher caricature, as the film
apparently - does, according 1o
Deutseh?

We suggest that Comrade Coleman
ponder over the effect of such a ecar-
jcature (and one so forcefully pro-
jected that all those who have seen
the filin agreé it makes the other char-
acters pale in comparison) on' those

ke the 9

who not long ago felt the effects of
Streicher’s work.

There were no doubt Jewish Fagins.
There are no doubt Negro criminals.
Yet we object (and we are sure that
Comrade Coleman does too, along
with every enemy of Jim Crow) when
the gutter press shrieks that so and
so, a NEGRO, committed a crime.

Bill Sykes is as evil as Fagin in
“Oliver Twist” (though apparently
not played: as impressively). But who
will say ;that Sykes proves the Brit-
ish are all crooks? Unfortunately, that
has been said about Jews, as it has

‘péEn said about Negroes — by those
susceptible to the irrationality of

anti-Semitism, as by those suscepti-
ble to the irrationality of Jim Crow.
We would thus object as vigorously
to a film which portrayed a Negro
as a leering, maniacal rapist. We
would not object to seeing a whites
man depicted as a rapist. It is as sim-
ple as that.

If the: film could not “otherwise
(have been) done,” then we think
the doing (and the showing) should
have waited for another, more pro-
pitious time — whether boycott and
protest are or are not legitimate.

Our final comment is that the Brit-
ish showed, at the very least, &xireme
stupidity in showing this film in Ger-

“many. Linked with other actions of
the British government in matters
concerning the Jews, it has a lousy
smell. Is that mild enough for Com-
rade Coleman's taste?

With respect to the last point, Com-
rade Falk received a letter of com-
plaint from Virgil Vogel. Otherwise
the reaction has been uniformly lau-
datory—and effective. We think it a
good job.—Ed.

No, Not Abuse, .
Just Indignation
Editor: ;

William Mishkin in your issue of
March 7 believes he has found a con-
tradiction in my published remarks

- which indicates “flexibility” on my

part. The basis'.of his belief is the
fact that I wrote in the Fall, 1945, is-
sue of Enquiry magazine a statement
that Gustav Noske ordered the slaugh-
ter of the German Spartacists, where-
as in LABOR ACTION 1 stated that
there is no evidence that the Social-
Democratic leaders ordered or wanted
the specific murder of Liebknecht and
Luxemburg. '
The source of Mishkin's confusion
is readily apparent. He confounds the
order for repression of the Sparta-
cist demonstrators with the order for
the personal assassination of the two
principal leaders. The same error was
made in, LABOR ACTION's rather
scathing reply to me on February 14.

Indeed, Noske ordered the Luttwitz -

detachment to attack the Spartacists
and ordered the arrest of the leaders.
But I still see no proof that the So-
cial Democrats ordered that they be
murdered, or-that the leadership as a
group wanted it. They must have
known that this would do serious in-
jury .to their prestige among the
workers.

However, I do not state positively
that the Social - Democratic leaders
did. NOT have a connection with the
killing, or that Moscow DID have.
Whatever the answer is, I am fully

willing to grant much of the moral
responsibility can be laid at the door
of the Social-Democrats. But it would
seem that-the conclusive evidence is
still lacking as to who, if anyone, gave
the order. Also, says Frohlich, “they
appear to have been denounced by a
spy.” It would be interesting to know
who this was.

As my Enquiry article showed, I
have no special interest in defending
either Scheidemann-Noske or Lenin-
Trotsky, and I drew a parallel be-
tween Berlin and Kronstadt. I was

" surprised at the storm of abuse which
_.this matter has evoked from your

ranks. .
Fraternally,

Virgil J. VOGEL

(1) Correspondent Vogel repeats
that he sees “no evidence,” but says
not a word about the bushels of evi-
dence which we gave in reply to his
letter (issue of February 14). (2) Our
reply to his” letter consisted almost
wholly of quotations from reputable
historians. Mishkin quoied Vogel
himself and clucked his tongue. This
Vogel calls a “storm of abuse” (3)
Vogel makes some kind of fine dis-
tinction between  ordering the
“slaughter” (Vogel’s word) of the
Spartacists and ordering the slaugh-
ter of two of their leaders. We don’t

get it. (4) Anyway, this whole matter -

didn’t even arise over the question of
whether the Social-Democratic lead-
ers consciously wanted the liquida-
tion of Liebknecht and Luxemburg,
The original statement in LABOR
ACTION with which Vogel took issue
was that they were murdered “by the
FORCES of the Ebert-Scheidemann-
Noske social-democratic government.”
We take it Vogel has discreetly con-
ceded.—Ed.

New Yorkers!

DANCE

Local New York of the
Workers Party

Sat. Eve., March 26

Labor Action Hall
114 West 14th Sreet
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Review of Unemployment in Country -

Los Angeles: “Out of Line™?

By MARY BELL
LOS ANGELES, Mar. 9—The figures

on employment and-unemployment

for Los Angq]e_s County are always out of line compared with most of the
countr,\r: This is true because of the constantly abnormal increase of the
populalttmn in this mecca for the sunshine-seeking and the elderly. How-
ever, in recent months, the out-of-line Los Angeles figures are more than
usually out of line, to an extent which indicates that more than geography

is at work.

The following table is compiled from statistics released by the Research
Department of the California State Employment Service in Los Angeles.
The figures, which are for Los Angeles County, include Ventura and Santa
Barbara. No statistics are prepared for the city of Los Angelés pt'éper. The

figures for the civilian labor force ineclu

minus those in the armed services.

Civilian Labor Force

de the employable adult population,

Unemployed . Percentage

January, 1948 ... ... ... ... 1,735,650 132,000 7.6
March, 1948 . 1,735,650 147,000 i B
January, 1949 . v 1,788,050 170,000 - 9.5
February; 1949 e, 1,788,050 185,000 10.4

Thus current unemployment in the Los Angeles area, which now stands
at over 10 per cent of the civilian labor force, is about two per cent higher
than last_ year. In a large population center like Los Angeles County, two
per cent is,no mean figure, but represents an increase of 35,761 persons out
of work, while _behiml most of these stand families deprived of the earningfs
of the breadwinner. High unemployment is chronic here, but it is higher

now ‘than usual. While not vatastroph
signal,

ie, the current figures are a danger

Philadelphia. UE Locals Consider

Program to Meet

-PHILADELPHIA, Mar. 20— Unem-
ployment in the last several months
has cut deeply into the ranks of the
United Electrical, Radio & Machine
Workers, CIO, in the Philadelphia
area. This weakening of union strength
is quite critical, coming as it does on
‘the eve of negotiations for fourth
round increases with Westinghouse,
General Electric, the Radio Corpora-
tion of America and many smaller
shops, | q.arpiq’

In an effort to meet the emergency
before it has broken with full force,
members of Local 107 at the West-
inghouse plant voted today to demand
a 30-hour work week with no reduc-
tion in take-home pay. The District 1
Council is developing a policy for the
area.

According to the UE District No. 1
Bulletin of March 15, the District Ex-
ecutive Board recenily set up the
following unemployed program:

1—To call a meeting of business
agents and presidents to discuss the
layoffs in their shops and adopt a
prdgram of action on the unemployed.

2‘—The district to ask the Phila~
delphia CIO Council to call a special
meeting of the affiliated locals to
adopt a progressive unemployed pro-
gram. ' 3
3—UE District 1 to contact UE Dis-,
, trict 6 to, work out:plans for a coor=
dinated state program for UE mem-)
bers and to interest the State CIO
Council in building up a state-wide”
unemployment program.
4—To contact all locals to get a '
definite figure on layoffs in each lo< }
cal. 7t

e
TER

5—To make an all-out drive to 'in-‘:-.-;

crease unemployment compensation j
and at the same time to work against }}

unemployment on a constructive and
i

economic basis.

REPORT THE FIGURES

The business agents' and presidents’
meeting which was held on March 10’

Unemployment

went on record for an intensive drive
to arrange assistance for the unem-
ployed members and to carry out a
drive to increase wages and ,thlis
maintain consumer purchasing power.
At this meeting the following report
was -made -on unemployment figures:

“In a quick survey of shops rep-
resenting about 30,600 workers in
which layoffs have been most- severe,
approximately 6,800 have been laid
off since November, In addition to
this, many shops report further ex-
pected layoffs in the next few weeks.

“Results of layoffs in some UE
shops in this district show the fol-
lowing: '

101,
7,400 since the first of the year.

102, Philco—(Refrigeration)—600 to
700 layoffs since first of year.

103, RCA, Camden—About 1,000 laid
off in past three months.

110, C & D Battery, Conshohocken
—About 25 per cent out of 90 people
since first of year. !

113, Exide Battery—About 250 since
January in Crescentville plant.

118, Philadelphia Insulated Wire—
53 out of about 250—lowest in Eight

), years, a
123, Globe Battery—Laid off 23 or

;25 per cent of working force; rest on

~three-day week. - ; i }

136, Proctor Electric—Down to 800
from a peak of 1,600 in 1948, '+

140, Struthers-Dunn—ZLost 120 or 35
per cent since August, 1948, -

135, Lykens, Pa.~Down from 280
to 140. 4 '

125,GE, Seranton—Shat down plas-
ties plant, laying off ‘about 120 peo-
ple, or 35 per cent of the local.

155, Philadelphia jobbing shops—400
to 500 layeffs-in January and Febru-

i ary, with 1,200 to 1,500 working short

work wegk.
134, Camden (misc.)—Down from

;1,200 to 600.

New York L'abor- Action. =For1im:

SUNDAY LECTURE SERIES

"Two Novelists
thorne.” ~ -

ISAAC ROSENFELD
"“War and the Novelist.”

MAX SHACHTMAN

~Winter-Spring 1949
. All lectures begin at 8:00 o'clock

GUENTER REIMANN ABHLE
“Russian Policies in Germany."
April 17

ALFRED KAZIN and IRYING HOWE
and Their Times:

April 24

May 1

“The Growing International Crisis.”

Melville and Haw-

TIME:

Sunday Evenings at 8:00 o’Clock
PLACE: Labor Action Hall, 114 West 14 St.,, N. Y. C.
Admission: 50¢ per Lecture — S.Y.L.: 26¢
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Sditorials

Last month Walter Reuther,
president, came out with a proposal for a heousing
program, submitted by him to President Truman
on behalf of the CIO Housing Committee. It is, in
brief, a scheme for a large-scale conversion of
unused. airecraft-production capacity into the pro-
duction of pre-fabricated housing. We have not
yet seen the text of the program itself, but sum-
maries and excerpts published in the United Auto-
mobile Worker permit a number of .provisional
comments. .

In the first place, the fact that the CIO comes

before the people with its own program for abol-,

ishing the scandal of the housing situation is it-
self a valuable thing for the labor movement. It
is the recognition of the responsibility of ‘the labor
movement, as the leading force for progressive
change, to concern itself not only with the wages
and working conditions of its members but with
the solution of the problems of all the people.

In the second place, the idea of an integrated
nation-wide program to produce modern pre-fab
houses with the capacity now lying idle strikes us
ag more than an excellent idea. It is not new, of
course—housing experts have put it forward be-
fore this—but it helps to underline the fact that
this country has.the technological capacity to pro-
duce plenty for all; and that poverty, like slums
and sub-standard homes, exists only because it is
not profitable for the capitalist class t6 produce
what can be produced and what the people need.

As we mentioned, the basic idea of combining
the need for housing with unused industrial capacity.
has been proposed before. But it should be the spe-
cigl responsibility of the labor movement (if not of
the housing experts) to concern. itself with HOW
and FOR WHOM this combination is to be made.
Is it o be channeled through the real-estate sharks
or made available to the people by the government?
Is the emphasis to be on low-rent housing develop-
ments for low-income rent-payers, or on homes-for-
sale to better-paid workers and upper middle-class
incomes? And so on.

On these and similar questions which should
be the special concern of labor, the summaries and
excerpts we have seen shed little light, and judg-
ment on this phase has to be reserved. But a CIO
news release about the proposal says flatly:

“At all times the government would stress the
participation of private enterprise, which would
be encouraged to operate both the manufacturing
and distribution ends itself. This would be done
through long-range, low-interest federal loans.

‘Where private industry refuses to accept the re-

sponsibility, the government would operate the
manufacturing facilities.”

Why? Why should the government merely lim-
jt.itself to subsidizing and guaranteeing the risks
of “private enterprise” especially in this field?
This “private enterprise” to which Reuther as-
signs the manufacturing and distribution is not

.anonymous—it is the very same construction and

real-estate interests who (the program empha-
sizes) have so consistently placed profit and rent-
gouging above and against the needs of housing
and unhoused people.

We are aware of the fact that the NAM raises
the roof at any mention of "socialized housing"
(as THEY call it}—that is, at. any proposal that
the government do the job which "private interest"
has shown no interest in doing except as a gouging
operation—but since when has Reuther accepted
this point of view? Even if he is merely interested
in proving that he is not a wild-eyed radical, it

-strikes us as an unnecessary length for a self-con-

fessed liberal.

_..There are a number of other questions about
the form of the housing program which ought to
be raised from labor's point of view, and which
it will be easier to discuss with the details of the
program before us, But there is another aspect
which demands immediate attention.

We have discussed it so far purely as a hous-
ing program. W& are enthusiastically for a pro-
gram along those lines, with the improvements
jndicated. But the fact is that Reuther, the UAW
and the CIO do not present it purely as a housing
program, With blatant insistence they present it
equally as a housing program and as « program

 for war preparation.

The angle here (in the published material it
takes up as much space and emphasis as the hous-
ing aspects) is that a pre-fab housing industry
using aireraft capacity would build up a plant
which could be instantly converted to the produc-
tion of planes whenever necessary. The program
calls for the production of fewer planes mow—on
the ground that they immediately become obso-
lete anyway—and concentration .on building up
maximum eapacity for plane production through
convertible house-fabrication plant.

This may or may not be smart from the point of
view of war preparation—let those responsible for
carrying on the "cold war" decide that for them-
selves. BUT SINCE WHEN IS IT THE JOB OF LABOR
TO TIE ITS DEMANDS FOR HOUSING AND A DE-
CENT LIFE TO THE NEEDS OF THE WAR MACHINE?

And that is exactly what the Reuther program
does. The excerpts as printed by the United Auto-
mobile Worker start off as follows:

“Military defense is imperative. Power to re-
sist attack and carry a war, once it is started, td
the enemy’s homeland, is the only language under-
stood by aggressor nations. Yet democracy must
speak another language as well.” And this is how
the need for housing is introduced.

The excerpts tells us: “Such a program is
possible. . . . Its elements emerge from an ex-
amination of two urgent current needs: Ameri-
ca’s need for planes, and its need for homes. . ..

"“Through such a program, this nation can
meet the threat of war wtihout neglecting the
continuing imperative of peace [i. e., war prepara-
‘tion—naturally, naturally, to “preserve peace’].
The deepest practicality of the planes-and-homes
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plan is that it does not throw peace overboard.”
And lots mote of the same.

Now we don’t know when or at what conven-
tion either the UAW or the CIO came out in favor
of a bigger and better armaments program, such
as is boosted here, or when either organization
or its membership were asked to express them-
selves on it. But let us try to overlook (just for the
sake of argument) the echoes of jingoism which
run rampant in this “planes-and-homes plan”
which started out in life as a housing program.
Let us also grant Reuther’s right as a free Amer-
ican citizen to whip up a military-preparedness
‘spirit and even (if he so desires) yell for a quad-
1uplec1 atom-bomb capacity through manufactur-
ing radium-dial watches at Oak Ridge and Han-
ford.

But, from the point of view of labor, we deny
his right as a trade-union leader to make the
satisfaction of the working people’s housing needs
dependent on the effectuation of a war program.
Dependent on it! That is the point we sre inter-
ested in here,

For'that is just what Reuther's program does. If
argues—not incidentally, not in pussmg. but as its
major point—that the program is a good one and
should be nccepfuble to the powers-that-be because’
it does not get in the way of war preparation. He
tells his members that they can fight for housing
with a free conscience because it does not inter-
* fere with war prepuraﬂon.

Maybe that’s so in this case and right now.
But what happens in some other case, or two years
or four years from now, if a desperate need of
the people cannot be fhlfilled by this social sys-
tem in order to grease the wheels of war? The
U. 8. is wealthy, but its wealth is decidedly lim-
ited. Any well-intentioned liberal who thinks there
is no possibility of conflict between the needs of
global war and war preparation (including the
arming of the rest of the world) and the domestic
interests of the people, is simply living in a fool's
paradise.

Reuther is telling his members: We must in-
deed, no doubt, fight for what we need and want

cand must have, but this fizht has to be subordi-

nated to the ever-hungrier needs of the cold war.
And along these lines the labor movement heads
for suicide.

All this doesn’t affect our opinion of the hous-
ing program as such. That’s a separate question.
But the jingoistic wrapper in which it comes pack-
aged is bad business—for labor.

Who Won?--

{Continued from page 1)
Republicans alone would not have had. Through
the seniority system they are in actual control of
most of the major committees in both houses. This
places them in a position to sabotage' and delay
legislation.

By contrast the liberal group of the Democratic
Party is in disarray. It feels-frustrated and futile,
unable to assert itself. Reports from Washington
indicate considerable dismay among the ADAers.
They are the juniors in the hierarchic machinery.
Their electoral majorities mean nothing inside the
Democratic Party, where tradition and v.emorlty
and connections are decisive.

The liberals complain bitterly that they are not
being given leadership. Senator Humphries com-
plains that Scott Lucas seems unable to marshall
his forces and that the White House does not pro-
vide sufficient initiative on which to act. Truman
goes off to Florida to sunbathe and fish. He does
nothing to undermine his supposed enemies at the
very moment they are tearing up his election pro-
gram. -

There is a reason for this administration wealk-
ness. This weakness is not only that the control
of congressional machinery remains in the hands
ol the conservative elements of the Democratic
Party and its Dixiecrat wing. It is not only that
the Democratic Party is not a vehicle for liberal
action. For while Truman won the election on his
domestic program, the chief interest of his admin-
istration is in foreign affairs. No matter what de-
feats he takes on his domeéstic proposals, Truman
must maintain bipartisan unity with the Republi-
cans and the entire conservative wing in order to
put through the crucial international program—the
North Atlantic Pact, arming of Western Europe,
new appropriations for the second year of ERP
and the Truman Doctrine. .

This is the main reason for the ineffectuality of
the administration. It is committed to an aggres®
sive imperialist program. It is busy building an
American fortress in Europe. The needs of this pro-
gram undermine and conflict with the demestic
promise of pre-election days.

The liberals may champ at the bit, but Truman
knows he has nothing to fear from that quarter.
For the moment his imperialist policies come to
the foreground they will, with regret and sadness
to be sure, fall into line together with their con-
gressional enemies of yesierday.

From the congressional disasters of last '\neek
one fact emerges with glaring clarity. The Dermo-
cratic Party is not and CANNOT be an effective
means for the satisfaction of labor's most pressing
needs. All the energies of PAC, the AFL and the
railroad brotherhoods can elect representatives.
But so long as they remain committed to the Demo-
cratic Party, they also remain beyond labor's con-

trol. Their primary function is to carry out the .
 program of the American ruling class.
e — S
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(Continued frem page 1)

tity and quality.of the essential raw materials, food and
machinery still' needed by Europe shall be added to by
_this billion dollgrs. We will oppose the forthcoming presi-
dential bill” for European rearmament and support in-
stead, any move to divert it into non-military, ecenomic
aid. 3 ;

(2) Secondly, American policy is no longer that of
an external force which intervenes in European affairs
at moments chosen by it. America now becomes an or-
ganic and integral part of Western Europe as a whole;
the most important member of the Western European
community, in fact! Just as the economic consequences
of the Marshall program meant the intermingling of
European and American responsibility and leadership
for rearmament, military organization and leadership
of this area. Who doubts that America will determine
strategy, the importance of Russian counter-American
actions, ete.? It is not merely the faet that traditional
isolationism is dead and 'buried (that has leng since
.occurred). The fact is that even so-called “neutrality”
doctrine is cast aside and a most openly interventionist
and, in fact, decisive role is deliberately undertaken.
When'and if World War IIL comes, is it not obvious
that America will be involved .in i, in a leading capaci-
ty, from the very first day—no, from the first minute!

LEGAL COVER FOR "COLD WAR"

(3) The European rearmament program. ahout to
he undertaken does not mean that millions of men are
about to be drafted, organized, trained and equipped
for an all-out attack on Stalinist Russia tomorrow. Such
a program would take about ten years’ time and would

no real fear that Russian froops will march today or
next year. The central governments of France and
Italy must first be strengthened to crush any ‘Stalinist
adventures within those countries.

(4) In this respect, it is significant that Acheson
has laid down the principle, in his interpretation of the
pact, that “a revolutionary activity inspired, armed,
directed from the outside” (and this holds true of all
Stalinist actions) would be considered an armed at-
tack on a nation and therefore, under the pact, terms,
intervention would be permissible. The ecurrent civil
war in Greece, of course, is an example of what he had
in mind. In other words, America considers itself jus-
tified and ready to intervene in any civil strife involv-
ing Western Europe under the pretext (alleged or real)
of “outside direction.” Quite a different principle from
the FDR “non-intervention” policy in the Spanish civil
war, and indicative of how far American imperialism
has gone in recent years.

In summary, then, the North Atlantic Pact must be
considered as a kind of constitutional and legal docu-
ment covering the terms and formalities of the present
"ecold war" between the two great world power blocs.
It defines the arena of conflict, the opponents and their
alles involved, the terms under which foduy's "peace"
will remain “peaceful" (that is, a line has been drawn
beyond which Russian imperialism is advised not to ad-
vance—the Berlin airlift is that line), and the circum-
stances under which war will come.

In this respeet, all of us now know all facts we ever
need know. Antagonists,' motivations, intentions—all
are clearly before us. The trend is clear and its mean-
ing is obvious: war on an international scale between

still be greatly handicapped by the weakness of the
European economies. A more limited objective is in
mind—the internal strengthening of the nations in-
volved by a bolstering of their home forces and divi-
sions against any possible Stalinist actions. There is -

Russia and America within.five to ten years. Let us
hope that the reaction of people everywhere will-be
more intelligent and not half as scurrilous as the shame-
ful éndorsement given to the pact by the top council
of fthe American CIO.

Congress Reni-Gouge Bill - -

(Continued from page 1)
merly with several workers now have
only one, family take-home pay is
in too many cases greatly reduced.
But the Senate Banking and Curren-
cy Committee, perhaps because it is
used to dealing with large figures un-
known to working people, considers
a ten-percent boost not “any increase”
at all.

This Senate committee wants credit
for taking better care of the tenants
than the House did. The House passed
a bill, a couple of weeks ago, elim-
inating the fifteen - percent *“volun-
tary” boosts but allowing landlords
“a reasonable return on reasonable
property wvalues.” This provision in
the House bill would undoubtedly
put tenants in the landlords' frying,
pan. However, to be put definitely
into the fire by the Senate bill's ten-
percent rent raise is no remedy

TIMET(_?ACT " MR R e ke

It is up to the people who cast their
votes for the Democratic Party be-
cause it promised a two-year rent
control extension, the elimination of
the fifteen - percent *“wvoluntary” in-
crease, stronger evietion control and
eriminal penalties for landlords vio-
lating the controls, it is up to these
people to demand now—without loss
of time because there. is no time to
lose—that the politicians make good
their promises. The Senate as a body
this week acts on the bill submitted
to it. Then Senate and House joint
committee will meet to compromise
their differences. Right now is when
the wunions, tenant and consumer
groups, still have a chance to influ-
ence the outcome by mass demon-
strations and protest.

Up to this point the three-million-
dollar real estate and landlord lobby
has, in effect, been writing the bills.
Senator Sparkman, Democrat of Ala-
bama, chairman of the subcommittee
that worked on the bill, without bat-
ting an eyelash, stated that the com-
mittee adopted the ten-percent in-
crease clause because “of a general
feeling that landlords were entitled
to 4 greater return to meet the in-
creasing costs of living and opera-
tion.” His committee claimed that it
had been unable to obtain accurate
information on landlords’ ‘“net oper-
ating position” —although it called
this "information the key to whether
raises were justified. But “owing to
the many complaints of real hard-
ship on the part of landlords” the
ten-percent boosts are to be Imposed
on tenants. '

Why didn't the committee get in-
formation on the “net operating posi-
tion” of landlords, ancther way of
saying profits? At the end of 1946 it
was known that the gross operating
income of large and small apartment
house owners averaged over thirty-
five percent over 1939. It is also
known that while costs rose for land-
lords as for everyone else, they cut
down their expenses drastically by
giving less service of every kind, less
heat, less elevator service, less porter
service, less painting and repairing.
So that, as Senator Paul Douglas who
opposed the Senate committee bill
pointed out: “The net income posi-

. tion of landlords has been improved

to a much greater degree than you
would think from the figures on gross
rents.”

DECONTROL, TOO _
Today, the landlords as a group ben=-
efit from the price recession much
more than do the tenants as a group.
For example, fuel oil, a big item, is
down considerably in price, and other
items can be mentioned. The trumped-
up “hardships” of the landlords weigh
heavier in the scale of values of the
capitalist politicians than do the real

battle of the working people to main-
tain a decent standard of living.
While the clauses in the proposed
laws fo raise rent arouse the great-
est indignation, these are not the
only features that must be defeated.
While the House bill provides for a

fifteen-month extension of so-called

rent control and the bill before the
Senate calls for twelve months with
a three-month period of grace to pre-
pare for de-control, there are other
sections in both bills that spell the
earlier end of federal control.

The House bill, which would imme-
diately take one hundred rental areas
out of control, also would permit any
city, county or state to take itself
out of federal contrel. The bill be-
fore the Senate would empower any
State legislature to do likewise, If
either of these bills is permitted to

~ become law, the landlords would have

a field day. Their local lobbies would
get. -busy; -local. governments - would..
begin to see good reasons for getting'
out from under federal rent control.

Drew - Pearson reported over the
air that he attempted' ‘to find ‘out
from mayors and governors through-
out the country their opinion on the
need of federal control. Unanimously,
from California, Michigan, Massachu-
setts, Maryland 'and .elsewhere, word
came back to him that chaos would
follow the lifting of federal control,
that the housing and rent situation is
almost as bad as three years ago, that
it is a matter for federal, not local
handling.

This same Senate Banking Commit-
tee which wrote a clause for the
chaotic end of federal control by lo-
cal action, though you may not be-
lieve it, said that the removal of rent
controls now would increase rents
twenty-five to one hundred per cent
and “perhaps touch off strikes and a
new wage-price spiral.” Apparently,
the committee was addressing itself
to those staunchest supporters of the
real estate lobby in the Senate, who

Douglas - -

(Continued from page 1)

victory may swing back as a boomer-
ang‘n

GREAT DILEMMA

To this LABOR ACTION says
“Amen.” But the second editorial de-
scribes the “Great Dilemma” of the
Negro people: “It is clear that nei-
ther the Democratic nor Republican

Party can be trusted to. enact federal

legislation for the benefit and protec-
tioh of Negroes.”

After expanding on this theme, the
editorial concludes: “In national elec-
tions Negroes are orphans of the po-
litical storm raging about them, and
neither the Democratic nor Republi-
can Party is a safe haven. There is
talk of Walter Reuther and other
labor chiefs establishing a Labor Par-
ty which would eventunally break up
the Democratic solidarity of the
South, Maybe this will, in time, offer
an alternative from the ‘great dilem-
ma’' now facing the Negro people.”

We see in these brief quotations
the essence of a growing correct ap-
praisal of the way out for Negroes,
labor and progressive people in gen-
eral. “No illusions” plus “Labor Par-
ty.” We of LABOR ACTION will con-
tinue to put forward our ideas and
exert our energies consistently along
this line. We are wondering what
next steps those militant labor forces
behind UAW - CIO President Walter
Reuther, who in January himself be-
came a member of the National Board
of Directors of the NAACP, will take
to meet the civil rights erisis,

want rent control to end immediately
without any camouflage. Dqes the
committee really think that the work-
ers will take everything less than a
twenty-five percent rent increase ly-
ing down? Does the committee think
that the workers will accept a ten-
percent boost in this major item of
living expenses—and turn the other
cheek?

ALL-TIME LESSON

Another. thing the. people should
know is that the bill before the Sen-
ate retains the clauses of the existing
law which permit landlords to claim
“hardship” and “comparability” in-
creases. How many tenants have been
victims of these landlord-loving pro-
visions! The CIO reports that by vir-
tue of the *“comparability” clause
rents in company houses in localities
in Massachusetts have been boosted
up to one hundred forty percent, and

Ain _Alabama..up _to. three hundred

twenty  percent. It also reports that
often in collective bargaining, com-
‘panies owning their workers’ homes
have, at the bargaining table, threat-
ened to raise rents.

These are the things the workers
thought would be ended if they voted
for Truman, the Democratic Party
and its vaunted program. There is
still. time for the workers to remind
the majority party of its campaign
promises, by intervening to prevent
the passage of these tenant-squeezing
laws. :

‘And for -an all-time lesson, let the
working people learn from what the
Demotratic and Republican politi-
cians are doing that the formation of
an independent class party, a class
party of their own, can no longer be
deferred.

Why Waste Tears
On the Landlords?

Editor:

There is little need to shed too
many tfears for the poor landlords
and their mounting’ costs. As nearly
‘everyone knows, landlords’ costs are
pretty stationary, being chiefly inter-
est and amortization, which are fixed
as a rule by long-term mortgages.
Taxes have not risen very much and
services and repairs as everyone
knows are at a minimum.

Following is a duplication of a real
estate ad taken from a Sunday New
York Times issue of last November:

Southern Real Estate—Hollywood, Fla,
18 Miles North of Miami
BUILDER MUST SELL AT ONCE
NEEDS CASH!

JUST COMPLETED 16 unit building.
Beautifully landscaped. MASONRY
CONSTRUCTION; large plot of ground.
BEAUTIFULLY I URNISHED, in finest
section, two blocks to main street. KEs-
timated yearly rents $36.000; cash re-
quired $45,000; price $97,500; approxi-
mately $30,000 profit. Less than three
times the estimated rent. Good terms

to RESPONSIBLE BUYER!

If you are looking for a BARGAIN,
a LARGE RETURN on your invest-
ment, a WELL CONSTRUCTED build-
ing, DON'T FAIL to write for particu-
lars, photographs AT ONCE or you can
phone our New York RCDI‘OhCﬂtéLthe’
TRafalgar 3-1300. Starrett Building Co.,
P. 0. Box 309, Hollywood-in-Florida.

If you are interested, I can show

you a copy of the Miami, Fla, Her-

ald claiming a $15,000 profit on a $20,-
000 investment. I believe if you will
study the real estate ads of news-

papers all over the.country the same

conditions are likely to prevail.
EUGENIO

ORDER YOUR BOOKS
THROI;IGH LABOR ACTION
EOOK SERYICE
4 Court Square
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‘Sidney Hook:

HIS NEW FRIENDS

IN THE VATICAN?

By R. FAHAN

About four years ago, the present writer was
a silent bystander at an informal discussion be-
tween Sidney Hook and Max Shachtman. The sub-
Jject under discussion was the war question. At the
time Hook was expressing himself very strongly
on the subject of the threat to intellectual liber-
ties yepresented by the Catholic Church; he had
acquired a considerable reputation as a polemist
against Catholie spokesmen.

In a turn of the conversation that seemed at
the time an almost deliberate attempt to shock,
Shachtman said that, despite Hook’s many polem-
ies against the Thomists and other reactionary
Catholic philosophers, Hook would before the end
of a decade find himself a political partner of the
Catholies. Hook laughed away.the remark, saying
it was a typical Trotskyist exaggeration—how
could anyone conceive of him, an ex-Trotskyist,
a pragmatist, a violent opponent of all forms of
mysticism and irrationalism, making a political
alignment with the Vatican? Impossible.

But Shachtman persisted. Hook, he said, had
abandoned a primary concept of independent rev-
olutionary socialism: the concept that socialists
could not become apologists for or defenders of
an imperialist government, in either peace or war.
He had further abandoned the idea, at least in
practice, that a working-class socialist movement
alone could bring peace to the world. Having
aligned himself with Western capitalism against
the Stalinist world, Hook would soon realize—
continued Shachtman—that he had few reliable '
allies, The bourgeois ‘governments would show
themselves notoriously inept in political strategy
against the Stalinists; the Social - Democrats
could not be taken seriously except when it came
to handing out cabinet posts; and what did that
leave? Only the Catholic Church; the church
would continue, from its point of view, opposition
to Stalinism in Europe —even after politicians
made their peace.

Consequently, concluded Shachiman, Hook and
the others like him, having abandoned the perspec-
tive of independent socialism, would soon be
forced to ally themselves, however regretfully, with
the church.

- Shachtman erred, as Malxwt« are prone to
err, in his timing. He gave Hook ten years. He
could have cut his estimate in half.

HOOK'S NEW REVELATION

For while his prediction has noft been fully
proved—not, at least, as yet—there is already
enough evidence to show that he knew whereof
he spoke.

In an article in the March Partisan Review,
Sidney- Hook reports on a philosophers’ congress

- in Europe, which he attended. The article is in-

teresting for Hook’s usual luecid and intelligent
presentation of the behavior of Stalinist intellec-
tuals, in this case philosophers. A struggle broke
out at this conference between philosophers of
the East and West. The latter introduced a reso-
Iution in defense of freedom of thought.
Writes Hook: “One of the most dramatic mo-
ments in the discussion was the impassioned
speech of the Catholic philosopher and logician,
Father Bochenski of Switzerland, in support of
‘the resolution. It followed hard upon the eloquent:
remarks of Professor Frondizi, the philosophical
exile from Argentina, who urged the meeting to
adopt the resolution because in his country no

philosopher could hold a university post who did

not subseribe to the Thomist philosophy. To my
surprise I discovered that some of the clerieal
philosophers at the Congress, deriving from or-
ders not conspicuous for their defense of philo-
sophical freedom in previous -centuries, were

. among the strongest advocates of the resolution.

Indeed, throughout the Congress, on ‘every issue
which involved intellecthial and political freedom,
these philosophical priests lined up solidly with
the democratic forces. One sensed that their ex-
perience in the various resistance movements
combined with their defensive position on the
Continent, so different frorh their position in the
United States, had produced a new awareness of
the dangers of authoritarian institutional con-
trols to the integrity of the philosophical life.”
(My emphasis—R. F.)

On this quotation, a few remarks:

(1) The italicized phrase “in previous centu-
ries"” is precious. It can only mply that while the
Catholic orders were not conspicucus for their de-
fense of freedom for the first 19 centuries of Chris-
tendom, something different has been the case for
the 20th century. Please specify, Professor Hook,
not merely with evidence that Catholics voted for
cerfain resolutions but with evidence of how they
behave in the countries where they have either
state or educational power.

(2) Were Lhele, perhaps, any Spanish “philo-
sophical priests” voting together with Hook’s
“democratic forces”? Has the “new awareness of
the danger of authoritarian institutional controls”
spread south of the Pyrenees? Why not? Or is
Hook forming an intellectual bloe only with the
Swiss Catholies?

(3) Does this, then, mean that Hook has dis-
covered a break in the totalitarian structure of
Catholicism? Has he discovered what might be
called Swiss exceptionalism?

(4) What consequences in practice—what, if
you please, operational consequences—will fol-
low from the “new awareness” which he hails?
Will the Catholics permit free secular edueation
in Italy and France? Will they tell their dictator
friends in Spain and Portugal to restore political
freedom? Or will they merely read Hook's article
and have themselves a few laughs?

To show that this is no temporary aberration,
Hook has simultaneously published the article in
the N. Y. Times which I discussed in thése col-
umns two weeks ago. That article is about the
firing of the professors from the University of
Washington. In it, he rejects the argument that
Catholicism can be eompared with Stalinism with
regard to intellectual freedem on the campus.

Now we are quite awadre of the differences be-
tween Catholicism and Stalinism. It is_ also true,
as Hook says, that the Catholic Church does not
exert the kind of organizational control over its
followers that the' CP does over its members. But
the intellectual discipline of the church is at least
as rigid as that of the CP. A teacher who belongs
to the church with genuine fervor will be as firm
about birth control, say, as a teacher who belongs
to the CP will be firm about Russian foreign policy.
It may be argued that the former is not as impor-
tant a subject as the lotter; perhaps. But Hook's
exoneration of the Catholic discipline is something
else agam.

“One of these articles mlght be passed by as an
accident. But two of them?

Where are you going, Sidney Hook? Why such
haste in fulfilling Shachtman’s prediction?
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- Shadow of Unemployment Looms Across Nation

San Francisco: Not fxplamed

Chicago: The "Small Pool of

Labor” Makes

By JACK RANGER

CHICAGO Mar. 10—In the two-
month period from November 15,
1?43 to January 15, 1949, unemploy-
*ment in Illinois leaped sharply up-
,ward, from 101,000 to 175,000, Sam-
‘tiel 'C. Bernstein, Illinois commission-
‘er of unemployment compensation,
“announced. Unemployment has con-
tinued to rise each week since, by
an estimated 5,000 weekly.

Young war veterans and Negroes
have been particularly hard hit. Of
the 137,337 claimants for unemploy-
ment. compensation in Illinois the
week of February 5, there were 32,-
262 veterans of thé recent war. Of
those, filing in December in the Chi-
cago-Calumet area, 37 per cent were
“non-white,” the governmental lingo
for Negro. By March 1, acvording to
one colored spokesman, more than
48,000 colored workers had registered
for, un¢mployment benefits at the
ﬂmue 'on South Parkway, heart of the

" Chicago black belt.

“For the first time in more than
three years, machinists, engine lathe
operators. tool and die makers, auto
mechanics and other highly skilled
workers were laid off in significant
numbers and were not immediately
able to locate new employment,”
Frank ‘Anunzio, state director of la-
bor, announced.

Future Looks Dim
' The growing boom in unemploy-
ment in Illinois is further compli-
cated by the entry of an estimated
20,000 high school and college grad-’
uates into the labor market in Feb-
ruary, thesé, not having been hither-
to employed, are not counted in the
jobless -totals. X
The. Anunzio report for the Chi-
cago- area asserted that “reductions

Ne wark

By RALPH STILES

NEWARK, .Mar 9—According 16 lat-
est figures' from the Newark office of
the New Jersey Employment Service,
unemployment claims since the begin-
ning ‘of last December have jumped
from 9,317 to 14,808. These figures do
hot reveal the full extent to which
this ifidustrial area has been hit by
the unemploymént wave, for they do
not include - previously = processed
¢laims ‘and lafest untabulated layoffs.
-Although the appliance and appar-
¢l indusiries have been hardest hit
by. layoffs, the situation has become
generalized. An analysis of the fig-
ures shows that there has been a
retrenching all along the line. A typi-
cal day’s 528 unemployment claims
represented layoffs from 328 plants

" in the area. Western Electric has led
the way in layoffis with 8,000 since
the last half of 1948.

Federal Telephone & Telegraph with
1,500 and Celanese with over 300, are
also in the upper layoff bracket. Other
plants are cutting down to 25 and 30
hour work weeks to avoid mass lay-
offs,

NO HELP WANTED _

For the first time since the mid-30s,
“No Help Wanted” signs and lines of
job-seekers at employment gates are
becoming common sights here. Worth-
ington Pump recently ran an ad for
twop foundry chippers and the next
morning more. than 500 men applied
for the jobs.

‘- The outlook for the future is un-
eertem. Despite the television boom,
even the RCA tube plant is “just lev-
eling off {0 get back to normal work
schedules " The local garment indus-
try is, pinning all its hopes on an
Easter rush. They're depending almost
completely on the housewife spend-
ing money for a new Easter wardrobe.

While local officials carefully make
no mention of a depression, they ad-
mit” they are worried and will not
predict what the next six months will
bring. One thing is sure: the men and
women ‘in the unemployment lines
are puzzled and worried. Stirrings of
despa:r and talk of another depres-
sion -prevail. Their economic situa-

tion has steadily worsened. The high -

-prices of the inflationary spiral have
sapped away their wartime savings.
And in view of today's living costs,
thelr '$22 -a-week unemploymeént
checks are ridiculously small.

uite 2 few have become desperate.
One_fsther of four remarked: “T've
been out of work almost two weeks
now. l’ve matle the rounds every day,
and there are always scores of guys
ahead of me. And we get the same
answer — nothing doing today. If
something doesn't break preity soon,
T'm going. to have to ask the city for
relief.” - -

Also to be noted is the changed at-
mosphere. The job-seekers have just
‘coine from:years of plenty, years that
featured a labor shortage. And now
they have been abruptly thrown into
the discouraging routine of scanning
help: wanted ads, tramping from fac-
tory ‘to factory, filling out endless ap-
pllcatlom' For most, this sharp con-
trast hasn’t come ‘easily, and they are
begmmng to think about their plight.

Bosses Happy

in consumer demand were principally
responsible for the 20,000 decline (in
jobs) in manufacturing plants. Hard-
est hit by the slight business reces-
sion were four light metal industries
which experienced losses
11,000 — electrical machinery, fabri-
cated metal products, non-electrical
machinery,” etc.

Government officials do not assert,
as do some columnists, that the un-
employment situation here is ‘“sea-
sonal.” “Unexpected employment de-
clines were noted which went beyond
the normal seasonal volume, resulting
in sharper reductions than antici-
pated,” they said. \

The total increase in unemployment
in Illinois is about evenly divided be-
tween Chicago and downstate, State
officials say’ that the drastic drop in
jobs here “points to the fact that em-
ployers either have reached or are
rapidly approaching peak employ-
ment and that future hiring will
largely serve to replace d.tmmishmg
turnover.”

“Schedules of future employment
requirements submitted by employ-
ers to the Illinois and Indiana em-

ployment services reveal that only a ;

fraction of the workers laid off dur-
ing November 15-January 15 will be
rehired before May 15, Anunzio re-
ports.

He said that a spot check of the
employment situation indicated that
many large employers were “holding
off” on production and cutting down
on hiring while waiting fo see what
would happen on the mnational and
international scenes. Smaller em-
ployers, without the flexibility of big
industry, were decreasing their em-
ployment because of a drop in orders,
he said.

Parallel with the growth of unem-
ployment has gone a drop in retail
sales. A few days ago, both Sears,
Roebuck and Montgomery Ward dis-
closed 'that national sales in Febru-
ary were substantially lower than in
February, 1948. It was the second
consecutive month in which both big
mail order houses reported sales de-
creases.
down 8.3 per cent from a year ago
and Ward's sales were down 9.7 per
cent. Retail sales nationally are re-
ported running’ $100,000,000 a month
behind last year's volume.

More Begging '

Buit the unemployment situation in
Chicago is. only faintly reflected in
these bureaucratic statistics. To the
average person, the picture reveals
itself in more intimate ways.

There has been a sharp increase in
the number of beggars in the Chicago
loop. For eight years mow, begging
has seldom been observed east of the
river in the Loop. It has been con-
fined to the “skid rows” of West
Madison and State Street south eof
Van Bureh. Now, every day, one is
approached by beggars right in the
Loop.

Employers and “liberals” with pen-
etrating eyes can judge to a nicety
that those begging are not hungry
and are “just too lazy to work.” The
fact is, most of them look and sound
desperate and plenty hungry and dis-
gusted, too.

The bosses are licking their lips
over the present situation. According
to Austin Kiplinger, writing in the
March 9 Chicago Journal bf Com-
merce, “employers everywhere are
using the business slack as 2 time for
prumng out some deadwood, incom-
petents ‘and “ﬂoaters in theu: labor
foreces.” '

Translated, this means, in a large

number of cases, that the best union

militants are being given the gate.
“Employers are reporting that for

the first time since before the war,

they can be a little selective in their

hiring,” said Kiplinger. “It is not a

case of taking anybody who offers
himself for a job. With 3,221,000 un-
employed in February . . . a small
pool of labor exists.”

There is nothing calculated to make
an employer feel so smug and serene
as “a small pool of labor” at the em-
ployment office, )

totalling

Sears’ February sales were

under eupifulism. .

cheering prospect,

We present on this page, and on page 2, a ‘series
of reports in the unemployment situation in various
seetions of the country. Taken together. they give, we
think, an accurate picture of what is generally-true
for the country as a whole, There is everywhere a
rise in the number of unemployed, as measured by~
unemployment benefit -claims, job statistics ‘and
other relevant data. More than that, they indicate
a nationwide concern with the problem of joblessness
which in many ways is more important, and.more
revealing, than the figures themselves. |

Though tlle reports were for the most part delub-
erately limited to a presentation of the facts, they
nevertheless reveal, in direct statement or implica-
tion, a developing FEAR of joblessness among workers
which exceeds the actual unemployment stafistics.
Like war, the frightful consequences of unemployment
are a pérmanent endowment of capitalism. The mem-
ory of its fearfulness was momentarily quashed dur-
ing the lush war years. But it is now returning, despite
the fact that employment is still near an all-time high,
despite the fact that the lines of jobseekers are no-
where near resembling the desperate columns e! the
1930s. However they generalize the idea in “their.
thinking, those who must work for a. llving in nrder to .
live are AFRAID—afraid of capitalism, afrdid of what
it brings them in.insecurity, afraid too of ‘the high
payment exacted for such "seécurity” as ll obtainable

; Unemployment is mcontestahly a prublem ‘of
. growing severity in the country. Does it mean that
., we are on the eve of another crisis, palalleling the
bitter years following the 1929 ¢érash? No, we do-not’
.think S0 Overall, the period ahead still promises to
_be one’ of relatively intense productlon, and high
employment. But even that carries with it the direst
implications, for it is a productive activity that is
intimately related to the requirements of a war’
economy. Subtract the requirements of the war econ-
omy, and what remains? Only the dismal facts of
our outdated economic system which cannot ‘order
production on a sane and rational basis.
What it boils down to is that capitalism can avmd
the terrors of crisis only to the extent that it pre-
pares for the greater terrors of war. Not a very

Danger — Capital k!
anger—Capitalism at Work!
) r - .

The fissures that are dreddy showing in the eco-

_nemfc_sysfem {with the eixhaustion of post-war con-

. sumer demands, etc.)—let us say through the greater
number of claims for uneimployment benefits—should
indeed give one pause. That they do not yet mean
utter collapse is small comfort. Three-four million in
the economy of today does not mean economic dis-

. aster. It is even true that with the increase in unem.
ployment there is, in some sectors, a simultaneous
increase in employment, as is indicated in the report
from St. Louis. But behind the cold figures stand: so
many individuals—''only three million"—to whom the
issue is not a statistical gne! How live on the unem-
ployment benefits? And when these benefits are ex-
hausted, will there be another job, and for how long?
For the employed worker the figures also mean some-

thing considerably more than a statistical breakdown.
Will he be next? Will it be like 1932 again?

The very fact that employment can be high while
unemployment mounts illustrates the gravity of the
problem. The labor forece is growing. How will capi-
talism absorb these workers? Its productive capacity
is enormous. Becau$e'it is motored primarily by the
drive for profits, and not to satisfy the needs of the ,

; people (for which an ever expanding productive ma-
chine would be necessary), it cannot order its worlk

_-to accommeodate all'who are employable. Production
is sustained in many essential ways by the demands
of the cold war. What happens if these demands
decline (productively) for a while, remain station-
ary? Very little to the well-heeled. industrialist.
Tragedy for millions—if “only” a few millions.

The situation we think clearly calls for serious
thought. For one thing it raises such urgent matters
as framing union demands that will cushion the
tragedy of unemployment—a 30-hour week at 40
hours pay, higher unemployment benefits, and so
forth. Beyond that necessity, it throws into sharp
outline the miserable incompetence of a rotting: ecapi-
talism which can stave off one disaster only by an-
other (war). It poses the urgency of SOCIALISM
which can order production and the utilization of
labor according to the needs of humanity, not the
greed of a handful of parasites.

New York City: "No Help Wanted”

NEW YORK, Mar. 7—The number of
unemployed workers in this city has
increased steadily for four ronths.
The same trend is-apparent in the
metropolitan’ aréa’ of the' city, which
includes the industrial periphéry of
Jersey City, Newark, Yonkers. There
are ‘now about 250,000 people out ‘of
work in New YorK, and another 150 -
000* unemployed npstate i

These bare figures indicaté the
thain trend. Layoffs which began be-
fore Christrhas “have continued and
workers have not beén rehired. One
of ‘the new characteristics of current
unemployment'as didtinct, for exam-
ple, from the reconversion layoffs of
the immediate post-whr period is the
length of unemployment. - Tens - of
thousands have drawn their  full
twenty-six weeks of benefits without
getting new jobs. The state agencies
do not have any to give and their
pressure on_workers to take jobs is
not very great at this time for that
reason.
sgarce. Anyone who gets laid off
must look forward to a long period
out of work.

Wages Decline

One feature of employment itself
is ‘also becoming more marked and
that is that workers who lose jobs
find great difficulty getting new jobs
at equivalent rates of pay. To change
uisyally means a wage cut today. This
is a kind of silent wage cutting pro-

cess which affects unrecorded thou- .

sands but, is. evident from want ads
and the many stories that are current.

Wages /are; definitely declining. In .

New Yaork this is particularly easy
because. the vast white collar field,
which is a:-basic form of employment
Here, is largely unorganized and job
rates are therefore unprotected,
Lines at State. Unemployment: Ben-

efit Offices. have become: intolerably

long.. These are the- best: barometer
of the state of affairs. And for every
job listing in the help wanted col-
umns. hundreds of workers apply so
that there too the lines have become
enormous.

While these are the more obvious
features of current unemployment
there are other less visible trends

Cleveland: 45? Too Old!

By JOE CLARK
CLEVELAND, Mar. 6—Cleveland in-

* dustries have laid off more than 1200

workers during the past week. The
Apex Electrical Mfg. Co. accounts for
200 of them (in addition to 800 others

‘laid off there since last December).

The Standard Tool Co. has laid off
a total of 700; of which 550 were shop
workers and 150 office employees.
About 200 have been laid off at Eaton
Mifg. Co. and Precision Castings Co.
(which makes parts for Apex and
other household appliance manufac-
turers) announced a layoff of 135.
State unemployment compensation
claims in Cleveland totalled 17,120
during February; 3,231 more than in
January, and 6,500 more than a year

‘ago, The State Employment Service :

office now has 19,720 job applications
on file and 1,100 positions waiting to

be filled. This contrasts with 13,950

applications in  February 1948 and -

2,920 job openings.

Emden C. Schulze, Ohio State Bu-
reau of Unemployment Compensation
official, said that manufacturers are
becoming “extremely selective” in
their hiring, and the 'result is that
more than 54 per cent of the job
hunters are semi-skilled, unskilled or
inexperienced. An increasing number
of older persons are being laid off,
bureau statistics show. One third of
the applicants for unemployment com-
pensation are over 45. A short time

‘ago, Schultz asserted, only 20 per

cent were in the older classification.

(Comrade Clark appended to hisre- -

port a news chpp:_ng from the Cleve-
land’ Press-which reports that “Em-

ployeks [arel Asking for Men Under--

45, Women Under 35."—Ed.)

Even very poor jobs are °

which are equally ominous. The larg-
est industry“in the: city is the gar-
ment-trades.’ Very large numbers of
these.- worker's : are on’ short work
weeks—two - and three days a week.
Since piecework predominates, short-
age of work in the shops even on
work days has seve:ely cut wozke‘rs
incomes.”  H"

- The' extr‘é‘rhely conservative admm-
isthlitions i tHe ILGWU ahd the
Amalgamated ‘two schools for “Iabor

statesiien,” have long established pol- -

icigs of “employer cooperation.” They
will do nothing to “endanger- the po-
sition of' the Yindustry” This “states-
manship” ~has' kept ‘piecework rates
and hourly:rates at abysmal levels;
78 and 80 ‘¢énts ‘an hour are common,
Since ovettime is '‘non-existent and,
on the' contrary, part-time work is
becoming common, workers' incomes
have plummeted downward.

Overshadowing these actual trends
is the growing fear—the memory of
past depressions, of insecurity and
hunger. Since no one seems to know
whether this- unemployment fore-
shadows ‘a crisis, the fears are ag-
grdvated. One senses this everywhere,
Union officials are becoming chary of
working demands.- Instead of calling
for -shorter ‘work weeks and  other-

wise deferiding threatened standards, -

they: dook: for excuses to avoid what
is' clearly necessary. -

What the prospects are 1o one
knows. One "of the dangerous aspects
of the idea that the government must
accept responsibility for providing
jobs—and this is unreservedly accept-
ed—is the willingness to accept a war
economy as an answer. Many people
look back to the full employment of
the war years with nostalgia. This
can have very serious implications.

By G. McDERMOTT

" “ogverproduction.”

wIII sink still further.

praceedmg with a vengeance.

. for coal continues to declme.

" becomes permanently unemployed.

day. willibe a vital necessity.

Miﬁes: Overproduclion

WEST VIRGINIA, Mar. 5—Ghosts of 1933 are -stalking the coal
camps—ghosts in the form of miners with their buckets, "gomg down
the road” looking for work. The old curse of coal mmlng is bhack—

Production figures, perhaps, best show what is hcppening.- In 1947,
the codl industry produced 630 million tons. Last year, production
dropped 100 million tons. This year, every indication is that preduellon

"~ Naturally, when production drops off, employment drope of. How-
6ver, there are other- factors in- add1tion to the dr:bp in production
which are cuttmg: jrito employment for the miner.

. Chlef among these is modermzatlon, mechamzatwn and rational-
ization. All during the war, the coal operators had to postpone plans
for new machines, better machines and various automatic processes,
such as conveyor belts and better tipples. Now that materials have
‘again become available, the process of “Fordizing” coal mining is

In some' mines the installation of new conveyors has ﬂsrown entire
slllﬂ's out of work. In others the consolidation of several mines so as to
use one tipple, has thrown entire tipple crews out of work. Two years
ago anyone could g0 to work in the mines the same day they applied
for a job, Today it is the old story for most—you can't be hired unless
you have experience, and you can't get experience unless you're hired.

The start of the United Mine Workers ‘Pension Fund has tempo-
ranly helped out. With many miners in their sixties rétiring, younger
miners thrown out of work by technological changes have found jobs
to take their places. However, retirement now will be a mere trickle.
In the meantime, machines continue to replace men, With the perfec-
tion of the continuous mining machine already a fact, it only remains
for these machines to get into production for jobs to drop even more.

In addition, the price of coal is dropping. Not only is coal being

“overproduced,” but the same is true of residual fuel oil, a competitor
of coal. The price of this oil is being ruthlessly cut and the demand

‘As a-result, the smaller mines are being forced out of business, one
by one. Smaller mines cannot even stay in business by cutting prices,
because they do not have the processing plant to wash and grade their
coal. Teday, their coal is unsalable. The closing of small mines is par-
ticularly ‘hard on miners because small "hand loading” mines are the
only place that older men or the workers crippled by a greedy industry
can get jobs. When these mines shut down, the older or crippled worker

~ Im the big mines the condition today is one of partial unemploy-
ment. Alniost no mines have worked a single full week in many months,
- Three.and four day weeks are the rule, and sometimes even less.

Because of the location of most coal camps, there are no other
jobs available. With unemployment mounting in the cities, the miner
is tied more than ever to his life underground. !

Recently, the scale convention of Distriet 4 of the United Mine
Workers;: covemng the Uniontown area, has come out for the six-hour
day. Distriet- 31, in Northern West Vngmla, is expected to do the
same, Thus this year’s battle over contract is-shaping up. The six-hour

By Usual Seasonal Factors

By B. ARNOLD

SAN FRANCISCO — Reaching the
highest level since early 1940, unem-
ployment in the San Francisco Bay

. area topped the 100,000 mark at the

end of February, according to the lat-
est available figures. Included in this
total were the number of claimants
registered with the State Department
of Employment, plus an estimate of
those ineligible to file claims such as
migrant farm laborers, workers who
have exhausted their claims, etc. This
marked an increase of 14,000 over
the previous month and was some 40,-
000 over the figure of one year ago.
This area, which includes the cities
of San Francisco, Oakland, Alameda,
Berkeley and Richmond, now has at
least one jobless worker for every
nine employed. However, even the
official statistics do not reveal the
actual story, for besides being late
and incomplete, they are so hedged
in double talk as to make accurate
analysis difficult. Greatly embarrassed
that California’s much vaunted and
highly -publicized boom should show
such definite signs of faltering, the

“state officials and local Chambers of -

Commerce surround the release of
unemployment figures with a secrecy
comparable to wartime military news,

Despite the official reticence and
the tendency to gloss over the facts,
it is obvious to everyone that unem-
ployment has become a major prob-
lem confronting the workers of the

Bay area. The lines of jobless at the

State Employment Offices stretch for
blocks and are ‘becoming strikingly
reminiscent of the 1930's.

Not Seusonal

Seasonal and weather condmons
have been blamed, but it is very sig-
nificant that' unemployment keeps
cropping up in new places. Official
data now reveals that unemployment
in both heavy and light manufactur-
ing industries is well below a year
ago. p

Widespread layoffs have occurred
in a broad range of industries, includ-
ing furniture, garment, ship repair,
breweries, trucking, retail trade, cu-
linary services, warehousing and food
processing. The latter two are among
the most important in San Francisco.
Even the home construction industry,
which ‘was supposed to be depression
proof for a long time to come because
of the housing shortage, has an un-
usually large number of unemployed.

While ‘the unskilled and so-called
“marginal workers” are the first to
be laid off, it is significant that in-
creasing numbers of skilled workers
have become unemployed in the last
few weeks. Experienced machinists,
tool and die makers, garage mechan-
ics, building craftsmen, - railroad
workers and other crafts have fallen
vietim to Truman’s “disinflation.”

In addition to the layoffs mentioned
above, many plants and shops have
cut Working hours. The white-collar
fleld, of unusual importance here,
since San Francisco is the leading
commercial and financial city west
of Chicago, also shows definite symp-
toms of leveling off. All sources in-
dicate that the labor shortage in this
field has ended and that office and
clerical jobs have become more diffi-
cult to obtain.

Retail Trade Down

Because of the powerful trade
union movement in the Bay area,
wage cuts and seniority violations in
the major industries are not yet in
evidence. Howeéver, in the white ‘col-
lar field and the less organized trades,
numerous instances 6f downgrading
and intimidation of workers due to
the growing reserve army of unem-
ployed have been reported.

It is apparent that seasomal and
weather factors no longer suffice Yor
an explanation of the general increase
in unemployment. A definite slowing
down of business activity has oc-
curred. This is substantiated, in ad-
dition to the large number of job-
less, by other important and reveal-
ing facts, Retail trade in the area is
11 per cent below that of a year ago.
Bank loans and bank clearings have
slumped cohsiderably. Real estate
circles report increasing numbers of
unsold new houses on the market. The
rate of business failures is on the
increase. Similar trends are revealed
by other financial statistics. Both
state and private relief agencies re-
port a considerable increase in the
number of applicants for assistance.

While it would be highly exagger-
ated and very premature at this time
to state that the long-expected post-
war depression is under way here, the
situation is potentially extremely se-

rious. Most: “experts,” including the

_local labor leaders, expect some im-

provement next month: It remains to
be seen how many of the now:job-

less will be rehired this spring. Re-

assuring statements fill the newspa-
pers. However, the more reliable¢-ana-
lysts believe that the '‘ameunt of
building construction will prove to
be the key for the coming months,
If it slumps, then previouis calcula-
tions may have to be discarded.

Detroit

By M. FINCH

DETROIT, Mar. 9—More than 23,-
000 Chrysler workers in five De-
troit plants were temporarily laid
off this week because of parts.
shortages, to swell the rising tide
of unemployment which is already
at an all-time high in Michigm
slnce reconversion, -

Official estimates for Febrnei-iv
show 175,000 unemployed and lor
January 141,000 as mpared ‘to
120,000 for the first quarter of
1948. March promises to be even
higher. |

Since the first of the year cut~
backs have sent 5,000 Kaiser-Fra-
zer, 2,000 Lincoln - Mercury and
4,000 Hudson workers looking for
new jobs, as well as an undeter-
mined number at Ford Rouge and
Highland Park plants .and ﬂle.
many smaller suppliers.

During 1948 employment in
Michigan increased 5.7 per cent,
although in some areas if de-’
creased, as in Pontiac, where the:
number of unemployed douhle(l

"

St loms

By H. D. COLEMAN

ST. LOUIS, Mar. 4—The menthhr

port of the Federal Reserve. -Bank/s of
St. Louis, issued today, ‘calls. atten-
tion to a “sharp increase” in the num-

‘ber of unemployed persons bel;wem_

December and January, throughout

the district. THe Eighth ‘(St. Louis)’

Reserve District includes half of Mis-
souri, all‘of Arkansas and pari?;"'bf
Indiana, Kentucky, Mlssxsslpm, IIh-
nois and Tennessee. (e
‘According to the -report, thgs in-
crease in unempipyment is. la zer
than can be accounted for by non‘mal
seasonal factors. “A drop in nonagn-
cultural employment between Decem-
ber' and January,” says the report,

“was about twice as large as wouid,

be expected normally.” Retail trade
in_the Federal Reserve Distriet dlso
dropped during January more than
can be accounted for by seasonal tac—
tors and dropped below the level of
January, 1948,

The report states, howevek‘, that_-m
spite of a “slight decline in aggre-
gate wage and salary receipts be-
tween November and- December,”
employee income and total personal
income remain at a high level. As is
the case nationally, employment ‘in-
creased along with unemployment.
“In St. Louis, employment this Jari-

uary was 5,000 more than in January,

1948. In St. Louis manufacturing in-
dustries, about 1,000 more people
were employed. The increase in man-
ufacturing was due primarily to an
exceptionally large increase in the
transportation * equipment * industry.
The only other industry with a siza-
ble increase was the primary metals
industry. The major declines from ‘4

year ago were in the leather, fabri--

cated metals ‘and non-electrical and

electrical machinery industries.”
In a box which appears alongside

are the figures just released by the

Missouri state director of - employ- -

ment security, showing total number
of persons receiving unemploymeént
compensation and veterans’' readjyst-
ment allowances at. various periods,
in the city of St. Louis, -St. Louis
County and in the entire state.

Initial claims for unemployment
compensation have declined steadily
in recent weeks, however. This de-
cline, the state director says,."indi-

cates a drop in the midyear unems"

ployment trend, while the increase in-
those claiming and receiving: com-
pensation and allowandes indicates
reemployment of unemployed is:slows
ing down. . .-. Increase in:the.overs
all figure—from 68,707 to 66,972-re-
flects the fact that recipients of com-
pensation and allowaneces are remain-
ing on the rolls longer.”

Week ending February 26
Week ending February 19 .
Week ending February 12 .

1948
1947 .
1946

Unemployment, Vet Claims in Missouri

Week comparable to that ending Fehruury 26. 1949:

. Missouri ' St. Louls
66,972 24,001
. 63,707 ‘22,761
68,985 25,855
54,818 17,383
... 80,627 . 25,162
..................... 134:214 51,571
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