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Asiatic

eople

Rally to K ide

Of Indonesians

The Dutch assault on the Indonesian
republic succeeded in the past week
in completing the conquest of Java
and subduing the main republican
centers on Sumatra,

However, these conquests were rap-
idly becoming pyrrhic victories as
the peoples of Asia, under the lead-
ership of India, began to gird them-
selves for a long and united strug-
gle in support of the republic against
the imperialists. This: was by far the

. outstanding event of the recent pe-

riod, overshadowing the military suc-
cesses of the Dutch., Asiatic unity
against imperialism is one of the first
major consequences, for which all im-
perialisms will pay, of the Dutch ac-
tion.

In the international arena the UN
again proved its futility in dealing
with any serious matter, while U.S.
policy vacillated between suspension
of ERP credits to Indonesia and ' a
moderate policy inside the UN, which
successfully prepared the way to ac-
ceptance of the Dutch action as a
fait accompli.

REPUBLICAN FORCES

While it is true that the Dutch had
established their military dominance,
they were masters only of the towns
and foriresses. The countryside—the
villages, the hills, the jungles and the
interior recesses of the islands, any-
where where guerrillas could organ-

ize—was being transformed into as-,

sault points for military operations
against the imperialists; For exam-
ple,.in West: Java, not a strong re-
publican territory before the num-
ber of guerrilla incidents is greater
than at any time during the past two
yeatrs. In these regions Javanese who
enter the employ of the Dutch are
tried in secret courts and punished as
puppet traitors.

Republican radio stations have been
established and an underground gov-
ernment has been set up in Java to
coordinate activities. Coordination
with similar movements on Sumatra
has also been established. It is prob-
able that a complete governmental
center in exile will soon be set up
in India.

It is now clear that republican mili-
tary forces have not been entirely
annihilated, The central Javanese
army apparently remains intact in
the remote interior. Well planned
“seorched-earth” attacks against im-
perialist holdings are increasing.
There are reports. that rubber plan-
tations off the main roads are com-
pletely in the hands of the workers,
who in many cases have killed the
British and Dutch administrators. In-

donesia is rapidly becoming a new
Viet-Nam. It -is estimated that the
Dutch are spending a million dollars
a day in. their attempt to hold on to
the islands. This money is, in part,
from American-supplied ERP funds.
The Dutch embroilment will have se-
rious economic repercussions on the
Dutch economy at home,

DUTCH FIND PUPPETS

In their attempt o give a native
cover for their brutal assault the
imperialists have succeeded in ob-
taining a number of puppets, particu-
larly on Sumatra and Borneo. In-
variably the pattern of these alliances
is the sanctification of landlordism
and feudal Sultanates. In East Su-
matra, Dr. Mansur and on Borneo
Sultan Hamid are the aristocrats on
whom the Dutch now lean, The fact
that they have had to turn again to
the most reactionary Mohammedan
feudal elements as their sole sup-
port proves, if proof were still neces-
sary, that Dutch imperialism nowhere
has apy popular support and that
only among the most reactionary ele-
ments, the medieval, fanatically re-
ligious. oppressors of the peasantry

can they find any groups with which

to re-establish their rule.

Contrary to early propaganda re-
leases by the Dutch, not a single re-
publican leader has gone over to their
puppet set-ups. President Soekarno,
Premigr and Socialist Leader Sjah-
rir are still under arrest. Conciliation-
ist tendencies, under the leadership of
Premier Hatta, are no longer in the
dominant republican circles, On the
contrary, heartened by complete
mass support, the guick regroupment
of guerrilla forces, and above all, by
the tremendous expressions of inter-
national solidarity by the Asiatic gov-
ernments and peoples, the backbone
of the Republic has straightened up
and nowhere is compromise spoken of
seriously.

The Hague has dispatched its for-
eign minister, a Labor Party leader,
to Indonesia to take charge on the
spot of political consolidation for the
Dutch. However, it is unlikely that
this social democrat will be able to
achieve any more than the rabid mili-
tarist. governor - generals of Holland
have achieved in the recent past. In
the UN Security Council, L. M. Pa-
lar, Indonesian delegate, stated: “No
negotiations with the Dutch are pos-
sible so long as the leaders of the
républican government are impri-
soned and so long as Dutch troops
have ; not been withdrawn to the
original truce lines.” Palar promised

(Continued on page 4)

NMU Risks Damage to Union

By E. ROBERTS

NEW YORK—Three Stalinists were
expelled and four others fined $100
and placed on one year's probation
this past week in the National Mari-
time Union (CIO). The trio expelled
were Joseph Stack, one-time vice-
president, Rose Shovell and Ann Con-
roy, also former officials. The other
four were lesser Stalinist figures.
The charges leveled against the
first three by the New York Port
agent were: 1) disruption of a regu-
lar membership meeting; 2) partiei-
pating in an illegal meeting. after
regular meeting was adjourned; 3)

. physical attacks against officials who

tried to prevent their actions; 4)
anti-union activity. The others were
charged with participation in the
same illegal meeting and distributing
slanderous leaflets “or other forms of

. anti-union activity.”

Unlike previous NMU meetmgs, it
was observed by many who attended
that the democratic practices which
are normally a part of these meet-
ings, went by the board at this meet-
ing. The meeting referred to here is
the December 27 regular Port of New
York membership meeting which had
to vote on the findings of the Trial
Committee which heard the above
mentioned cases.

BREACH DEMOCRACY

“Give them a dose of their own
medicine,” at this meeting took the
form of: 1) voting to accept or re-
ject the report as a whole rather than
individual cases (one of the chief

In Latest Expulsion Moves

democratic: demands raised by the
Rank and File against the CP lead-
ership of the union last year was a

-gseriatum vote.on all reports); 2) de-

nying the CPers the right to have
their own caunters accompany admin-
istration counters on the vote (a de-
mand -the -Stalinjsts were forced to
concede to the Rank and File during
the fight and one which was given
the -Stalinists up until the present);
3) 'refusal to grant a recount upofi
dcmand (although this would have
very little meaning without double
counters).

While the above mentioned prac-
tices are not listed in the union con-
stitution as a part of the normal .pro-
cedure, they were established by
precedent and earned the NMU the
reputation - of being a truly demo-
cratic outfit. If the procedure used at
the December 27 meeting is to be
regarded as '‘a precedent to be fol-
lowed, the NMU will begin to be
classed, by .its own and other mari-
time workers, with some othér mari-
time unions which continually mouth
“democracy,” criticize other unions
for “their anti-democratic practices,
but seldom allow democracy to pre-
vail inside their own union.

The dangers that accompany this
are, of course, innumerable. To men-
tion . only a few, the anti-union ele-
ments will use this to attack the
NMU and will encourage cynicism
toward unionism in general. The Sta-
linists will gain, not lose, support as
a result of their battle against these

(Continued on page 2)

UE Local 601

By STAN LAUREN

EAST PITTSBURGH, Pa., Dec. 28—
The Stalinist machine has been swept
out of office in one of the most popu-
lar and tremendous elections ever
held in Westinghouse Local 601,
United Electrical, Radio and Machine
Workers, CIO.

Announcement came today that

every top office in the nine-day-long
elections went to Rank and File can-
didates. With 13,900 members of the
local out of a. total of 16,500 members
casting ballots, the majorities of the
winning candidates were so large that
the Stalinists didn't even come close.

This local has long been under the
total domination of the Communist
Party. Because the East Pittsburgh
plant-is the largest unit in the UE,
its ‘importance to the. CP cannot be
minimized. Through President Tom
Fitzpatrick, who was decisively de-
feated in this élection, it used .the
prestige of the local in every Stalin-
ist- “iront” committee and cause. It
has been the base of all CP strength
in Western Pennsylvania.

VICTORY FOR RANKS

The ranks in the shop have, up un-
til now, permitted the Stalinists to
run the local by their own non-par-
ticipation in union affairs. Very few
support :the CP, but the Stalinists
kept office when membership meet-
ings were poorly attended and elec-
tions outstanding for the small num-
ber of votes cast.

Responsible for this were the Sta-
linists themselves who discouraged
participation of the ranks from the
shops.

The victory of the anti-Stalinist
forces, was actually. a voicing of a
mass. resentment with the bureau-
cratic methods ‘anid mlsmanagement of
the leadership.

The vote for the Rank and File
Group candidates was not a mere

CP Machine in Election

Ranks Rout

anti-Stalinist vote. It began to ga-
ther strength months ago when they
first put up a battle onh several issues
of grave importance to the member-
ship. :

Foremost was the stand taken on
the Taft-Hartley affidavits. While the
Rank and File Group opposed the
T-H Law, it urged signing of the af-
fidavits so that it could gain bargain-

ing rights for Westinghouse workers

(Continued on page 2)
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S talmlsts Gain Political Initiative

In Chi

By JACK BRAD

The last few weeks have seen the
political initiative in China fall to
the Communists, on the heels of their
military victories. Many groups which
waited, before committing themselves,
to hear Chiang Kai-shek’s New Year's
Day message now feel released from
any loyalty to his disintegrating
state and have gone o6ver to defeat-
ism or are making overtures to the
Stalinists, . The death -ihroes of the
Kuomintang will find {few sympa-
thizers as all who possibly can do so
with safety are joining the scramble
to disassociate themselves from the
regime and jump on thg new band-
wagon ;

The most startling d:saﬂ'ectlon is
that of the Shanghai ity Council,
which speaks for the largest indus--
trial, financial and maritime center
in' KMT (Kuomintang) China. The

direct appeal of the council to the

Goes

CP over the heads of Nanking and
ils appeal to other cities to join with
it in what, under other circumstances,
would be treated as a rebellion, is the
final step in the cleavage between the
bourgeoisie — merchants, bankers,
small industrialists, compradores and
foreign businessmen—and the state.
The Nanking regime is socially and
politically isolated by these events
from what was, in the days of its
rise to power, its primary support.
For several weeks now all manner
of clandestine negotiations have been
conducted between Shanghai’s mer-
chanits, the CP and wvarious KMT
groups looking toward a guarantee
of the city's safety and the free func-
tioning of ils port and economy re-
gardless of military exigency. Shang-
hai’s ruling class sought, in effect, the
benefits of neutrality or of an open
city from both sides. At the same time
it supported defeatist “peace” groups
in the KMT. It is significant that Sun

Britain Desires the Negev

B¥ AL FINDLEY

The recent fighting in the Negev
confirms LABOR ACTION’s predic-
tion of December 6 that the cease-
fire orders of November 4 and 16
would not bring peace but would be
a short-lived “finger-on-the-trigger”
truce. The current Israeli offensive
fully bea#s this out. LABOR ACTION
predidted this, as against numerous
statements by Bunche, General Riley
and others that fighting in Palestine
was at an end.

The Israeli offensive against the
Egyptians in the last days of 1948
was designed primarily to force Egypt
to negotiate a permanent armistice
or peace. The Israeli army was in a
posmon and had the strength to ex-
pel the*Bgyptians from Palestme at
will. Instead they allowed the Egyp-
tians to remain, but cut their lines
and enoircled them, making their po-
sition “militarily untenable.”

This was done for two reasons. The
first of coyrse is that forcing ,ANY
Arab -coiiitry to sit down at a. peace
table would be a political victory of.
great significance for Israel. The sec-
ond reason was the attempt of Is-
rael to use an Egyptian peace io re-
duce the bargaining strength of Ab-
dullah, thus reducing the price that
this monarch demands for peace. .

While the Israeli army was com-
mitted in the Negev fight, the rest of
the Arab armies remained quiet; Syria
and Lebanon did not have . the
strength to start an offensive. Abdul-
lah did not want to use his troops,
preferring ‘to yse his military power
as a club in the bargaining for a final
settlement..The Iraqui could do noth-
ing without the Transjordanians.

The net political effect of the fight-
ing in the Negev has been that the
pressure for “concessions” from  Is-
rael has shifted to Arabs. The gques-
tion now is—how much of the:origi-
nal territory allotfed to the FPales-
tinian Arabs will be retained by them,
or Transjordan and Egypt.

LABOR ACTION earlier forecast
that as a result of the October vic-
tories of Israel, Britain would now
REALLY come to the aid of the Arab
states, This reporter never believed
that England expected to destroy Is-
rael, but was convinced the British
knew the military facts which. made
that impossible. The British aim was
to use the promise of peace to secure
boundaries similar to those proposed
by the first Bernadotte Plan. The vic-
tory of Israel in the Negev has de-

stroyed the military and political ba-
sis for this plan.

The Foreign Office is really frantic.
This accounts for the fantastic series
of actions by the British. Warships
were sent to Aquaba on the Red Sea
and charges were made in the Secur-
ity Council that Israel had invaded
Transjordan and Egypt. The Foreign
Office allowed a “diplomatic leak”
that the British would be forced to
join the war against Israel and lift
the: embargo on arms to the Arab
states in line with its treaties.

The extent of the jitters that the
British have can be seen from the
warmth with which Bevin is now
embracing Egypt, the' Arabian power
it had been most afraid of. The re-
turn to power of the pro-British for-
mer Premier Abdul Hadi Pasha is
only a minor reason since the rap-
prochement began before that.

It is highly improbable that Britain
will actually openly enter the war
against Israel. However, the chances
are that Britain will send arms to the
Arabs in order to save some of the
Negev.

The British intreduced and carried
in the Security Council a cease-fire
for the umpteenth time. In addition,
the resolution calls for a withdrawal
to lines held before the first Israeli
offensive in October, This was one
0f the .few times that any motion
carried in the Security Council car-
.ried without U.S. votes. Russia, how-
ever, did vote for the cease-fire, but
-abstained -on- the withdrawal order.
The prestige of UN cease-fire orders
has fallen so low that few people
care what answer will be given to the
current UN order.

The sitrong pro-Israel position of
the U. S. will probably be very short.
Already there are reports of another
shift in U. 8. pesition and that the
U. 8. has warned Israel unofficially
that recognition will be withdrawn if
Arab territory is invaded.

However, no major anti-Jewish acts
will be taken till the Israeli elections
January 23. It is even possible that a
series of pro-Israel steps will be taken
in order to strengthen the pro-West
forces among Israeli parties.

ABDULLAH'S DREAM

In the meantime, Abdullah is more
concerned with his plans for uniting
Arab Palestine with Transjordan as
the first step in achieving his dream
of a greater Syria—including Pales-
tine, Syria, Lebanon and Irag under
his rule. A series of moves has taken
place. First he was crowned king by

the Coptic Church in Jerusalem. A
gathering of notables was then held
in Jericho that petitioned Abdullah
to unite Arab Palestine with Trans-
jordan. The Transjordan Parliament
approved the idea. A series of mass
demonstrations arranged by the Arab
Legion is now taking place in all ma-
Jol centers of Palestine demanding
umon

The official step has not been taken
yet, partly due to the opposition of
the rest of the Arab League and part-
ly to the “go slow” signal by Britain.
Bevin is a little disappointed in the
fact that Abdullah is more interested
in his “personal” fortunes than in
British bases in the Negev. Bevin is
now trying to mend his fences with
Egypt.

The Transjordan radio at Ramleh
has been urging a negotiated peace
with Israel. One report in the Jewish
Forward says that Abdullah has offi-
cially accepted an offer to actually
begin negotiations for a permanent
armistice or peace in Palestine.

The only real bar to peace in Pal-
estine—NOW—is Britain’s desire for
the Negev.

as Desertions Hit Chiang

Fo spent several weeks in the city,
after his appoiniment as premier, be-
fore forming his government,

With Chiang’s New Year declara-
tion, however, it became clear that
the “peace” groups would stew in
their own juice while Chiang and his
cligue of militarist supporters re-
tained all real power of decision and
continued the war at all costs. The
ineffably flexible merchants of Shang-
hai, seeking to save their fortunes
and businesses, have now deserted

Chiang’s suicidal war policy. In every’

seacoast and merchant city such ten-

dencies will now take hold. There is:

no reason to believe that the Stalin-
ists will not come to terms if the
proper approach is made.

CP FORMING COALITION

The Stalinists are forming alliances
in several directions. While military
actions were stalled by 20 inches of
snow and by the need for regroup-
ment for assault across the Yangtse,

ey began to.consolidate thelr politi-

caI coalition: Negotlatlons with Gen-
eral Fu Tso-yi were under way for
the easy surrender of Peiping and
Tientsin, two vipe plums whose fall
is now only a maitter of time. The
Stalinists are anxious to obtain both
cities intact. Peiping is the probable
initial capital of the Stalinist national
coalition if Nanking’s fall is delayed.

Having rejected as “war criminals”
the entire Nanking regime, including
all its wings and groups, the CP re-
ceived embassies from war lords
and merchant groups which were not
on the list of the condemned. Marshall
Li, head of the “Revolutionary Com-
mittee-KMT,” an anti-Nanking group,
went north to join the maneuvers pre-
ceding formation of the new govern-
ment.

The Yunnan war-lord, General
Lung Yun, announced his adherence

to Marshal Li's group and his readi-.

ness to hand over the rich Yunnan
province to the CP armies. Yunnan
borders Indo-China in the deep South.
The entire “Southern bastion,” which
a few months ago was a possible ref-
uge for the Chiang regime, was falling
away and, local war lords, who had
retained a measure of independence,
were seeking deals with the CP.
Mme. Sun Yat-sen was also scheduled
to join the new coalition forming
around CP headquarters.

The probability is that after most
of the present negotiations, which aim
at neutralizing opposition and facili-
tating national conquest, the CP will
call 3 new Political Consultative Con-

(Continued on page 3)

Simultaneously with the or-
ganization of the new Congress,
and with newspaper headlines
focused on Truman's victory on
the House Rules Committee, the
Supreme Court delivered itself
of two opinions which can unde

much of what the labor leader-
ship hopes to exact from the

81st Congress.

In d unanimous opinion {writ-

ten by "liberal” Justice Hugo
Black), the Court upheld the closed
shop ban legislated by’ North Caro-
lina and Nebraska. With a single dis-
senting vote (Justice Murphy’s), the
court, again in an opinion written by
Justice Black, upheld Arizona’s closed
shop statute.

The opinions affirmed the right of
all states to pass similar laws.

The Court’s decisions assume add-
ed importance in light of the fact that
among' the things. the labor leadership
was counting on was certain repeal of
that seéction of the Taft-Hartley act
which prohibits the closed shop. By
these decisions, even if Congress re-
stored-the Wagner Act in its entirety,
the labor movement would have to
battle in each of the forty-eight states
o safeguard the closed shop.

Dangerous as is the Supreme Court’s
action, it. can possibly.: sserve-labor
through being a timely warhing. Dur-
ing the fight on dand against Taft-
Hartley, the labor leadership put its
heaviest reliance on winning its battle
in the courts. And the labor move-
ment has indeed won an oceasional
victory in the courts. But the Supréme
Court has now reminded the labor
movement that it, the Court, is an
agency of the capitalist state, and can
generally bg expected to act in the
service of its class.

The point is sharpened by the labor
leaders’ fervent embrace of Truman
who is now expected to pay off on his
re-election by pressing for repeal of
Taft-Hartley and for other legislation
desired by the labor movement,

Truman is, in fact, expected to pro-
pose to Congress in his January 5th
message (which comes a trifle too late
to be covered in this issue of LABOR
ACTION) various measures on labor
legislation, social security, civil rights
which reflect the wishes of the unions.

- The reorganization of the House
Rules Committee is supposed to-facili-
tate realization of this program by
making it easier to.get bills out of the
Committee which is a traditional
burial ground for progressive legisla-
tion. Where the Rules Committee re-
fuses to put a bill before the House,
a chairman of a committee respon-
sible for a-bill now has the right, aft-
er {wenty-one days, to request the
speaker to put it before the House.
(This is a big triumph for democracy,
but not big enough to explain why a
bill cannot be placed directly before
(Continued on page 3 in edit. col.)

Kutcher Plans Loyalty Board Appeal

Legless Vet Challenges Attorney General on Subversive Listing

NEWARK — James Kuicher, legless
veteran, announced on January 4 that
the Veterans Administration in Wash-
ington has informed him of its ap-
proval of his dismissal from a clerk’s
job in the VA because of his mem-
bership in the Socialist Workers Par-
ty. Kutcher has been given 20 days in
which to file an appeal with the Loy-
alty Review Board of the U. 5. Civil
Service Commission,

Kutcher, who lost both legs in the
battle of San Pietro, Italy, in 1943,
was dismissed from his VA job last
October after Attorney General
Clark had designated the Socialist
Workers Party as an organization
seeking “to alter the form of the gov-
ernment by unconstitutional means.”

The wveteran does not deny his
membership in the party, but chal-
lenges the Attorney General's con-
tention that it is subversive. He is
appealing through the channels of the
Loyalty Board for a reversal of the
decision in his case, and for a “com-
plete exoneration” of his party,

“I did not get a fair deal from the
VA,” he declared. “The real issue in
my case is not my membership in the
Socialist. Workers Party, which I have
always freely admitted, but the ques-
tion of -whether or not my party is
subversive. The letter I have just re-
ceived from the VA admits that in
making its decision it was ‘bound’ by
the Attorney General's designation
and therefore could not even consid-
er the real issue. P

“What 1 am seeking is a decision.
on that crucial issue. Attorney Gen-
eral Clark put my party on his black-
list without submitting any specifi-
cation of charges or evidence., When
we asked for a public hearing at
which we could defend ourselves
against his charges, he arbitrarily de-
nied it. This bureaucratic witch-hunt
method is the same kind used by Hit-
ler and Stalin against their political
opponents, and will lead to a police
state if not stopped.”

Kutcher declared that he would
file an appeal with the Loyalty Re-

view Board in Washington within the
specified time limit. “If 1 don't get
justice there, if the Loyalty Board
also dodges the real issue, then I will
be compelled to go to the civil courts
and, if necessary, all the way up to
the Supreme Court,” he said.

The veteran is being aided in his
legal fight by the Kutcher Civil
Rights Committee, a national non-
partisan - citizens committee with
branches in many cities, which was
formed to restore him to his job and
clear his name of the stigma placed
on it by his dismissal. It has received
the support of CIO and AFL unions,
the American Veterans Committee,
the New Jersey Council of Americans
for Democratic Actwn the Commis-
sion on Social Justice, ete,

The committee also reported that
Kutcher's dismissal has been scored
by the National Americanism Com-
mission of the American Legion as
“an almost perfect example of bu-
reaucratic bungling in how not to
handle a doubtful loyalty case.”
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FROM THE LABOR FRONT

Beck and West Coast Labor

By DAVE MORGAN

SEATTLE—Luce publications, Time
and Fortune magazines, recently have
given amazing publicity to Dave Beck,
No. 2 boy of the Teamsters Union.

Why this sudden interest in Dave
Beck? If it were the intention of the
Luce publications to acknowledge la-
bor’s newly-won confidence in its po-
litical power by giving considerable
space to the one labor leader whose
policies are best suited to destroy the
labor movement as a democratic force
in society, they could not possibly
have chosen a beiter subject.

All that was said in these articles
about Beck’s rise to power in the
Seatile labor movement is perfectly
true. Equally true is the fact that
Beck is today a pillar of Seattle so-
ciety, the darling of the Chamber of
Commerce, and member of the Board
of Regents of the University of Wash-
ington.

What was not so clear in the arti-
cles was how a man who ten or twelve
years ago was called a gangster and
a public enemy by “respectable” Seat-
tle citizens is today regarded by these
citizens as a labor statesman and a
man of honor without peer.

BUSINESS CHOOSES BECK

Time sketched a possible answer Lo
this enigma. The purpose here is to
-fill in the sketch and to demonstrate
that there is no enigma involved.

In the great days of labor organ-
jzation during the thirties, Beck set
out to win control of the trucking
and warehousing industry of the
Northwest. By virtue of his audacity

-and his ability to use notorious organ-

izational methods, he succeeded in
spreading his control over a vast la-
bor empire. It was during this period
of Beck's ascendancy to power that
Northwest business regarded Beck as
a menace and public enemy.

When it was a question of no unions
or Beck unions, the business men, of
course, preferred no unions. But as
the mighty wave of the CIO began
crashing upon the waterfront of the
West Coast’ and threatened to inun-
date the open shop warehouses and
industries inland, the frightened busi-
ness men had a change of heart. Ob-
viously their desire to perpetuate the
good old days of the open shop and
small craft unions no longer was a
realistic perspective. The question
was then posed by Beck himself, and
bluntly. Labor organization was here
for good. There are two alternatives
for business, The CIO and industrial
(“revolutionary”) unionism, or Beck
and safe porkchop unionism. Beck
guaranteed there would be perfect
discipline in any plant organized into
his unions. Not enly that, Beck guar-
anteed to keep the CIO from moving
inland. Beck’s power was assured.

Today, as Time so patly put it
“Beck's Teamsters make beer, can
fruit, dehydrate vegetables, sell and
service automobiles, pump gasoline,
work in warehouses, and clean suits.”
They are “store clerks, undertakers,
cowpunchers and aircraft mechanics.”

BREAKING STRIKES

Beck and Beckism have been the
main -bulwark against progressive
unionism in Seattle. His control of the
Seattle Central Labor Council has
made it virtually a forum for his
views alone. It has seldom, if ever,
played the role originally intended
for such a body, that of a clearing

house for the discussion of policies.

which would advance the cause of

labor in the community. The Central
Labor Council advances only the
cause of Dave I'ack in the community.

Every Seattle union which prepares
for a militant fght, for whatever the
cause, must always reckon with the
probability of Tezmstier strike-break-
ing. Every employer with a Beck con-
{ract knows that he can be assured
of his goods being moved by Team-
sters, no matter how vicious his at-
titude is toward ithe other workers in
his employ.

Last year the Automotive Machin-
ists, Lodge 79, International Associa-
tion of Machinists, struck for higher
wages in the major aufo dealer in-
dustry. They placed picket lines
around the shops and closed them up.
The salesmen and the parts men and
other departments under Beck juris-
diction did not go through. Beck goon
squads did battle with the IAM pick-
ets in a couple of places, resuliing
in an injunction against mass picket
lines. Thus the Beck workers were
ordered back through, and the strike
was prolonged for six menths.

Recently the Department Store
Clerks in Tacoma struck to raise the
level of their notoriously low wages.
Beck Teamsters moved the tied-up
goods to other distribution centers,
thus effectively breaking the strike.

Though it is possible fo give liter-
ally hundreds of examples of Beck-
ism in practice, only one other will
be mentioned. Beck’s active breaking
of the strike of 14,000 Boeing Air-
plane Company workers will go down
in labor history as one of the most
infamous examples of out and out
scab-herding on record. This strike

was called in April of this year by
the Aero-Mechanics Union, Lodge
751, TAM. Immediately after an in-
junction had been issued against mass
picketing, open recruiting of scabs
began. First through the line were
Teamster organizers, who entered the
plant and began organijzation of the
scabs. Not only that, Teamster scab
recruiting offices were set up with
the result that the strike was broken
after five heartbreaking months.

OPPOSITION RISES

Tt should therefore be obvious that
Beck’s popularity ‘amorg the business
men of Seattle and the Northwest has
a sound basis. It should also be obvi-
ous that to the rest of the Seattle
labor movement, defeat of Beckism
is the prerequisite for the progress
of unionism as a progressive social
force in the community.

In breaking the Boeing stirike, Beck
has broken every principle of union-
ism; he has deliberately fouled every
worker in the Northwest. As a result,
a movement will grow and is already
in evidence to defeat Beckism. Al-
ready the Washington State Federa-
tion of Labor convention has deglared
its opposition to his strike-breaking
tactics. The Puget Sound District
Council of the Lumber and Sawmill
Workers passed a strongly - worded
resolution at its recent conventian,

Implicit in these resolutions is the
growing sentiment of the entire rank
of labor against all that Beck stands
for. As it is with all dictators, when
they seem most powerful and ruth-
less, there grows the force making
inevitable their downfall.

Local 601 Vote —

(Continued from page 1)

in Beaver, Pa., and Meadville, Pa.

The Stalinists, while opposed f{fo
signing the affidavits, were willing to
comply with other sections of the in-
famous act. Result was that Beaver
and Meadville were both lost to the
UE. .

Then the Stalinist leadership failed
io act on behalf of the day workers
{non-incentive pay rate workers) who
have long been in need of a raise.

HEATED CAMPAIGN

As the Rank and File Group began
1o batitle on these points, the union
meetings grew larger and larger, Men
and women in the shop began to feel
that their voices could be heard after
all. When the meetings grew larger,
the Rank and File won victories for
the membership. Interest in union
affairs once more started to grow in
the shops.

A decisive point was reached when,
after a union meeting voted not to
support Wallace for President, Tom
Fitzpatrick and the CP union leaders
became chief spokesmen for Wallace
in Pennsylvania. This action was re-
sented by the membership, who felt
that the Stalinists had completely
ignored their mandate.

The campaign was both bitter and
heated. For several weeks now the
plant workers have been barraged
daily with leaflets from both sides.
They read everything. Issues became
clear.

WIDE EFFECTS

The actual count of votes is the
best illustration of how- overwhelm-

Expulsions in NMU - -

(Continued from page 1)
practices. Many will overlook their
past role. A loss of confidence in the
urion and its leadership will become
widespread. Rank and filers will be-
come afraid to criticize anything. It
will become difficult for the union
to organize and win to it the sup-
port of other workers on the basis of
such a reputation.

STALINISTS MAY GAIN

What perhaps is the most shocking
thing about this whole business is
that the use of such “Stalinist” meth-
ods is entirely unnecessary. In- the
past few months the policy of the
CP in the NMU has been one of ex-
treme recklessness and irresponsibil-
ity. They disrupted meetings, slan-
dered and maligned the union and its
leaders and their obvious goal, since
they knew well they couldn't wreck
the union, was to provoke the lead-
ership into precisely such an act. It
would be comparatively easy for the
leadership to expose these people be-
fore the membership and deal firmly
but democratically with them when
they are guilty of illegal acts. A fair
trial, full and free discussion of its
findings at a membership meeting, a
punishment that fits the crime—and
there would be no gquestion but that
the: ranks would give any accused
member his just rewards. But this
wave of anti-“red” hysteria that is
sweeping through the NMU, which
destroys all reason and fairness, will
eventually, if not stopped, result in
disaster.

One other very. important  thing

should be mentioned. The Stalinists
today more than ever before appear
as the defenders of the workers in
the NMU. They are active on the
ships, since there are no jobs lefi for
them in the union, and push the fight
for the many grievances the seamen
have. They are, of course, not the
only ones who do this, although they
would have you think so. For many
of these beefs their own past admin-
istration is responsible, but they tell
the sailors that Curran and the. pres-
ent regime are the root cause of their
beefs.

The Stalinists, however, correctly
say that the union must get tough
with the companies and straighten
these things out (precisely what they
didn't do when they were in office
and one of the main reasons they
were booted out by the ranks). But
the present leadership, blinded by its
hatred of the CP, seems generally to
determine its policy by taking the
stand most directly opposite to the
Stalinists’! A negative program like
this, while it may serve to win sup-
port from some raving “anti-com-
mie,” will never win things for the
membership and, once again, will
strengthen the CP,

Only a positive, militant program
for economic and political objectives
and the fostering and extension of
democratic practices will lead the
National Maritime Union out of the
swamp the Stalinist party has led it
into. This road may be a litile cum-
bersome and slow to travel at times
but it is a sure one and does not
lead into another swamp.

ing was the victory of the Rank and
File. In every case the Rank and File
candidate is the winner listed below.
The Stalinists call themselves “Pro-
gressives”!

President
Philip Conahan (R&F)
Thomas J. Fitzpatrick (P)
Vice-President
Patrick O'Connor (R&F) _
Campbell Beveridge (P) .
Financial Secretary
Eugene Rath (R&F) . 8092
Edward Lehan (P) .. 4878

Recording Secretary

Stanley Glass (R&F) .. 8198
Mary Blitskan (P) ... .. 4791
Treasurer
Al Pefferman (R&F) .. 8594
Byron Byers (P) ... ... 4325
Business Agent
Charles Copeland (R&F) ... 7901
William Harper (P) . 5252
Trustee
Gregory Irving (R&F) ... 7880
Ida Mae Adams (P) ... 4519
Sergeant at Arms
Jack Owens (R&F) . ... 7707

Charles Riley (P) ... . . 5346

The defeat ‘of the Stalinists is ex-
pected to have wide repercussions in
District 6 here, which is still in the
hands of the CP and whose vice-presi-
dent is the defeated Tom Fitzpatrick.
Local 601 is one of the decisive fac-
tors in the district and its voting
strength is expected to change line-
ups inside the district considerably.

Still to be counted this week are
ballots for 14 division stewards who
likewise are members of the Execu-
tive Board of Local 601, While no
count has yet started, the trend of the
vote for top officers and the popular-
ity of many of the Rank and File
candidates indicates that the major-
ity will go to the Rank and File.
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RENEW NOW

AWAIT DA REPLY
TO HEAR NEW
TRESCA EVIDENCE

NEW YORK CITY—In advance of a
memorial meeting on January 11 to
honor Carlo Tresca, murdered anti-
totalitarian editor, the Tresca Mem-
orial Committee expected a reply this
week from District Attorney Frank
Hogan on the question of asking Ben-
jamin Gitlow, former high Commu-
nist Party official, to tell the Grand
Jury what he knows about the Tres-
ca slaying.

Over the week-end Norman Thom-
as, the committee's head, urged Mr.
Hogan anew to take this action, in
view of Mr. Gitlow's expressed will-

ingness to co-operate in solving the
six-year-old Tresca case. Gitlow, in
his recent book, The Whole of Their
Lives, declared the editor’'s murder
grew out of a feud between Tresca
and Enea Sormenti, now said to be the
Communists’ political chief in Trieste.
Mr. Thomas told the District Attor-
ney that Mr. Gitlow's statements
about the Tresca Kkilling and the ap-
parently related Juliet Poyntz dis-
appearance case, appeared to have
“much more solidity” than those of
Louis F. Budenz, ex-editor of the
Communist Daily Worker, in his au-
tobiography last year. Recalling that
the Grand Jury questioned Budenz at
length, Mr. Thomas averred that there
was good reason to hope that Mr.
Gitlow could be more helpful in this
situation than was Mr. Budenz.
Well-known speakers who were
Tresca’s friends will pay tribute to
him in the Labor Temple, 242 Eas:
14th Street, on the sixth anniversary
of his murder, Tuesday, January 11,
at 8 p.m. Stirring Italian music wili
be played by Wlired Granata, violin-
ist and cousif»of Tresca, and an acs:
companist. Their offerings will in-
_clude melodies loved by the people
of Sulmona, the historic mountain
town in the Abruzzi region of Italy,
in which Carlo and Mr. Granata were
born and grew up.
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Deep Thinkers
“No robot can replace the brain of
man. Men produce these machines,
but they're no good until man’puts
them to use.—Thomas J. Watson,
at a testimonial dinner given to him
at the Faculty House, Columbia Uni-
versity.

Atom Bombs, for Example?

“Every business realizes today that
we must depend upon scientists to
give us better ways of doing every-
thing. You people have been blazing
trails for all of us to follow.”—Thom-
as J. Watson, at a testimonial dinner
given to him at the Faculty House,
Columbia University.

N\ /

drastically.

23rd Street, New York 11, N, Y.

ACEWR 'Rep-orts Bazaar Income

NEW YORK — The American Committee for European Workers
Relief has announced the results of its recent affairs. The bazaar
helld by the New York Chapter netted $1,300; Los Angelés $850;
Cl}lcago, $350; San Francisco, $169; Flint-Michigan (the first time
this chapter has held such an affair), $160. '

This highly successful bazaar season will enable ACEWR #o renew
the stream of relief packages to needy European workers. Lack of
finances in November had forced the committee to cut its shipments

'I,‘he ﬁpal l_)a.zaar of _thc season will be held this month in Minne-
sota’s Twin Cities, and is also expected to be highly successful.

T]_]e American Committee for European Workers Relief points out
especially that the need for relief packages in Kurope remains as
Ylta} as ever, despite all talk of economic recovery. All who believe
In international solidarity are urged to support the work of the
committee. .Donations of money, used clothing, or food should be
sent to: American Committee for European Works Relief, 130 West
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AKRON: Write to Box 221.

BALTIMORE: International Fellow-
ship House, 21 West Preston St.,
2nd floor. Public forums every sec-
ond Friday of each month, Discus-
sion group on remaining Friday
evenings.

BUFFALO: 639 Main St., 2nd foor.
Office hours, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Open meetings
Sunday evenings. Discussion groups
Thursday evenings.

CHICAGO: 800 West North Ave. Tel.:
MIChigan 9003. Office hours: Wed-
nesdays after 4:00 p.m, Meetings:
Every Wedneasday at 8:30 p.m.

CLEVELAND: WP Branch meets Sun-
days, 8:00 p.m., in the Croatian
Home Association( 6314 St. Clair
Ave. Write to Bernard Douglas, Box
1130, Cleveland 3, Ohio.

DETROIT: 9016 12th St.
Fridays, 8815 p.n.

LOS ANGELES: 3314 So. Grand, Los
Angeles 7. Tel.: Richmond 7-3230 (it
noe answer, phone AX 2-%067). Office
hours, 2 to 5 p.m. daily,

NEWARK: 248 Market St., Newark 2.
Open house Friday evenings.

NEW YORK CITY:

CITY CENTER: 114 West 14th Bt,, 3rd
floor. Open every day from 10 a.m.
to 7T p.m. Wednesday and Thursday
until 10:30 p.m. Tel,:' WAtkins
4-4222,

CENTRAL BRANCH: Wednesday, 8:15
p.m., at the City Center, 114 West
14th St., 3rd floor.

CHELSEA BRANCH: Thursday, 3:16

Meetings

p.m., at the City Center, 114 West
14th St., 3rd floor.

B'KLYN - BROWNSVILLE BRANCH:
Wednesday, 8:16 p.m., at the De
Luxe Palace, 638 Howard Ave, (near
Pitkin Ave.). )

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUR

BRONX UNIT: Meets every Sunday
night, Wilkins Hall, 1330 Wilkins
Ave,

MANHATTAN TUNIT: Open forums,
Priday nights, 8:15, at WP City
Center, 114 West 14th St.

BROOKLYN UNIT: Open forums ev-
ery other week. For more informa-
tion write to 8YL, 114 W. 14th St,
New York .Cita-',

PHILADELPHIA: 1139 West Girard
Ave,, drd floor. Meetings Wednes-
‘days at 8:00 p.m. Open House, Sun=-
days T7:30-10.

PITTSBURGH: Write to P,
6623, Pittsburgh 11.

READING: Write to P. O. Box 1671.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA: Write
to Labor Action, 466 Tenth St., Room
212, Oakland 7, Calif,

SAN PEDRO: Write to Labor Actlom,
P. 0. Box 1246,

SEATTLE: Write to P. O. Box 2%
Univergity Post Office. Seattle 5.

ST. LOUIS: Write to Douglas Bridge,
P. O. Box 3414, Maplewood Branch,
Maplewood, Mo.

YOUNGSTOWN: Write to J. P. Wale
ters, Box 606.
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January 10, 1949

LABOR ACTION

Offers Poor Substitute for a Pro’gram

By BEN HALL

In his President’s report to the UAW member-
ship, Walter Reuther announces tha_t the UAW
delegation at the recent Cl10 convention proposerd
the expulsion of Communists from the CIO. We
turn to this question not because we want to
defend the Stalinists in their efforts to retain
influence in the labor movement but because we
seek the most effective methods of eliminating
their ideas and practices so harmful to every pro-
gressive movement.

The propesal of the UAW leaders is not only
wrong in itself but harmful to the union movement
in its argumentation. Furthermore, it reveals a
state of mind among the leaders of the most
advanced labor organization in the country, the
United Automobile Workers Union, which, if con-
tinued, can lead not to a decrease in the influence
of Stalinism but to an increase.

It is quite.true, as Reuther has said, that the
Communist Party acts as the colonial agent for
the Soviet Union. But any sensible person must
ask himself: “How is it possible for colonial
agents of an anti-working class bureaucracy to
gain supporters among the American workers?”

Sditorials

(Continued from page 1)

the House, and there put on the agenda or not
by vote of the body.)

Some parts of the Truman program are fairly
certain of being passed. Others will be proposed,
with small chance of passage. Thus, Business
Week the high-toned magazine for business men,
doubts if an FEPC bill will get far.

Truman has.to come across somewhat, and he
may press for sections of “his” program. But
ultimately it will be as dangerous to rely on the
President (a STRIKEBREAKER, an INJUNC-
TIONIST and, in the final analysis, the servant
of the EMPLOYERS), as to rely on the Supreme
Court. Stated in another way, it is downright
stupid, where it is not actually criminal, to rely
on anything but labor’s strength, and the strength
of those “little” people who can genuinely be
brought to labor’s side, to promote labor’s cause.

There has, for example, been a great deal of
pre-Truman-message uncertainty as to whether
he will propose a “one package” or “two package”
deal on Taft-Hartley and the Wagner Act. The
labor leaders want a “two package” deal; namely,
repeal of T-H and its immediate substitution by

* the Wagner Act with amendments to follow; the

administration is apparently inclined to a “one-
packape’ ‘deal—ameridment of the Wagner™ Act
coupled with repeal of T-H.

Now, we can see the difference between the

" two deals; and there is an advantage in the “two-

package” approach. But that advantage is in
many ways a superficial one, so long as it eon-
cedes the necessity of amending the Wagner Act
except in the direction of affirming labor’s rights.

In this connection, it is necessary to speak of
the criminality on the part of the labor leader-

ship which (even in advance!) voluntéers inex-
susable concessions, We speak of such a one as
David Dubinsky, president of the International
Ladies Garment Workers Union, and rated as one
of the more enlightened labor leaders. Acting the
“statesman,” Dubinsky proposed that the new
labor legislation inelude a ban on jurisdictional
strikes, restrictions on strikes affecting the na-
tional welfare, ete. George Meany, AFL secre-
tary, presumably made similar proposals to Sec-
retary of Labor Tobin.

We don’t doubt that it is statesmanlike be-
havior, but statesmen of that kind ought properly
to, be employed by the state, and not by a union.

It seems probable that the Congress will in-
deed modify T-H in such a way as to continue the

ban on jurisdictional strikes, secondary boycotts,
provide for “cooling off” periods, give the presi-
dent wide powers in strikes affecting the “national
welfare” (and what strike cannot so .be inter-
preted?). Every bit of this ought to be fought
tooth and nail by the unions.

This is not to say that restrictions on juris-
dictional strikes, or any other of the modifications
or amendments proposed, will paralyze the un-
ions. It is not so easy to paralyze 16 million or-
ganized men and women. Unions will not be
smashed unless they permit themselves to be
smashed by their own inadequacies. The most
powerful employers know very well they cannot,
not yet, seek to destroy the unions. T-H, that
most vicious law passed against labor, did not
enslave labor for the simple reason that labor
refused to be enslaved. And organized labor will
not die if jurisdietional strikes are banned. -

Jurisdictional strikes are, in fact, against
labor’s interest, and ought to be outlawed, but
BY THE LABOR MOVEMENT ITSELF. Had
Dubinsky made his proposals before an AFL con-
vention (and it is the AFL eraft unions which
are most involved), and fought for them, he would
have displayed labor statesmanship. Many evils
exist in the unions, and jurisdictional strikes are
one such evil. But any illusion that this job can be
tackled for labor by instruments of the capitalist
class without doing labor damage can have dis-
astrous consequence.

Go along with the Congress in regulating labor
unions in this way, and it becomes harder to pre-
vent other regulations. Establish the principle
that Congress can invade labor’s province in one
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Reuther Finds

For it is not true at all that the majority of the
members and sympathizers of the Communist
Party are ‘eolsnial agents. The basic cause. for
pro-Stalinist sentiment lies in "the fact that
millions of workers and poer people, in this

. country as im ail others, are dissatisfied with the

conditions of insecurity, threat of war and unem-
ployment that are part of the present capitalist
system. Where there is no alternative method of
carrying on a fight against these conditions pro-
posed by honest people, the Communist Party is
able to turn this justified discontent into support
for Russian policy. That is the basic cause but,
of course, there are also additional faectors; for
example, in the course of the last war, the present
labor leadership which is so concerned with its
fight against the Stalinists, wes helping them. to
fit on the mask of “liberalism.”

To deal a lasting blow at the Communist Pardy
and not simply one which inconveniences them today
only to push them forward tomorrow. 1w§ things
are necessary: 1) an active program by the labor
movement that is able to advance the interests of

. all the commen peaple, not only in words and

promises but in actuality; and 2) the fullest possible

respect, and it becomes so much harder to stand
off other invasions—like a ban on the closed shop!

Truman ‘was elected in a phenomenal upset
because of the promises he made to labor and to
the farmers, because of promises he made on civil
rights, housing, etc., because of the active help he
got from the labor leadership. No union leader
had the right to call on labor to vote for an in-
junctionist. But vote for him, labor did. And it is
no more than just that the labor movement exert
its full pressure to see that every one of his prom-
iges is carried out to.the full.

Relying on Truman to do the job for labor is
another thing. And flitting in and out of White
House conferences is part of the same. To ecall on
Truman to lay before him labor’s demands is one
thing. To beg, and to make “statesmanlike” con-
cessions, is quite another thing. We should have
liked to see a Congress of Labor, representative
of all the unions, meeting simultaneously with
the new Congress to, demonstrate labor’s serious-
ness, to map labor’s program, to plan labor’s
strategy.

Half-way measures are not enough. Half-re-
peal of T-H is no good. Labor requires and is in
a position to get full repeal. So too, half meas-
ures in civil rights, or on other issues are not
enough. A law outlawing lynching is good, is real
progress. But there is no reason why we cannot
get a law outlawing any kind of diserimination,
a strong and effective FEPC. And so on down
the line.

Truman, the Congress and the Supreme Court,
do not exist in different worlds. The Supreme
Court is part of the machinery of government.
The government is used against the working class
in different ways, at different times—sometimes
with gentleness, sometimes with dagger drawn.
It is not so far from the injunctions invoked by
Truman, and the court actions against the miners
invoked by Truman (GOVERNMENT BY IN-
JUNCTION, which the administration will seek
to continue in some form in its moderate modified
labor law, and GOVERNMENT BY JUDICI-
ARY) to the Supreme Court’s latest opinions.

Obviously, here is a clear illustration that,
however much labor must exploit the law and
judicial channels in its own behalf—and the leg-
islature and the administration—ultimately the
issue becomes clearly one of establishing its
rights by its own aggressiveness, That's how un-
ions were built in the first place.

Is the closed shop in North Carolina, Nebraska
and Arizona to be written off today because the
Supreme Court so decided—and in 45 other states
tomorrow? A lot more will be gained from Con-
gress if the labor movement—AFL, CIO and in-
dependent, proceeds to brush aside the Supreme
Court opinions in the three states mentioned.
That way Congress will see that labor means
business.

The idiocy that you get more by being un-
aggressive, by not antagonizing anyone was well
enough answered in the T-H defeat. Where were
the labor mobilizations, the mass demonstrations,
the ultimatums which would have had the con-
gressmen thinking several times before going
through with their designs? They weren’t—and
in their place was reliance on friends, on a Tru-
man veto, on not “antagonizing” enemies. Result:
Taft-Hartley. é ‘

- Weakness will be treated as . . . weakness.
The very unsentimental gentleman of Congress
will modify T-H exactly to the degree that labor
shows its determination to get repeal. Outright
repeal requires outright militancy. That mili-
tancy can immediately be displayed by: 8 frontal
assault by the massed labor unions of the eountry
to compel, in practice if not in law, the invalida-
tion of the closed shop ban in North Carolina,
Nebraska and Arizona—the Supreme Court’s wis-
dom notwithstanding. . '

pirds of a Feather

“Hjalmar Schdcht is widely known in Amer-
ican business and banking .cireles, Unserupulous
as were the financial policies which he devised
for Nazi Germany, they are recognized as having
been clever and effective. They were of the great-
est value to his country when it was in a very
difficult situation. The, feeling is that the court
was right in holding that he was guilty of no in-

ternational crime. Business also is gratified that

the court held to our philosophy of being fair
even to our enemies.”—Editorial in the maga-
zine Nation’s Business, October, 1948,
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democratic discussion in the ranks of the labor
.movement of all policies and programs so that the
membership is able to judge on the basis of facts
not fiction.

An example of the proper way to defeat Stalin-
ism in the labor movement was the fight inside
the UAW against the Thomas-Addes-CP admini-
stration and group in the period of 1945-7. But,
sinece the fight of the anti-Stalinists was based
upen a limited, not fully adequate, and often self-
contradictory program, the defeat of the CP while
severe was not final and erushing. The problem of
Stalinism in the labor movement, including the
UAW, remains; and in striving to eliminate it, we
cannot rely upon memories of past victories.

INTRODUCING BUREAUCRATIC CONVYENTION

The proposal of the UAW leaders at the CIO
convention marks a turn in the methods of the
struggle against the CP. Instead of the fullest
possible democratic debate, it proposes bureau-
cratic expulsions. Instead of a new fighting pro-
gram for the union movement, it proposes a
reliance upon the newly elected Truman admini-
stration. This criticism may appear somewhat
extreme when we read in Reuther’s report: “We
welecome democratic debate within the councils of
CIO. We grant anyone in those councils the right
to express his point of view and the right to in-
fluence decisions in the determination of poliey.
But once those decisions have been democratically
arrived at, the will of the majority must prevail
and those in a position of leadership must adhere
to the poliey established. Officers of CIO affiliated
International Unions who take advantage of all
the privileges and protections of CIO affiliation
must also assume the responsibilities that go with
CIO affiliation. Those who have failed to assume
these responsibilities in the past should make up
their minds once and for all either to get all the
way in the CIO or all the way out of the CIO.”

So that every International Union must carry
out the line or get out of the CIO! We leave aside
the question of how free and democratic are the
gsessions of the national CIO conventions whose
delegates are not chosen directly by the member-
ship but appointed by the Executive Boards of the
respective unions and whose methods of repre-
sentation give an over proportionate representa-
tion to small unions and affiliated bodies which are
easily controlled by the Murray machine. We
simply ask Reuther to tell us the terribly demo-
cratic manner in which the CIO econvention
repudiated all talk of a “new party” in opposition
to @ now almost forgotten resolution of the UAW
International Board.

Although Reuther defends his proposed expul-
sions on the basis of "trade union principles” he
is actually not defending any long standing "prin-
ciple,” but introducing a bureaucratic innovation
inte the CIO. The frade union "principle” of the
American labor movement has been the traditional
autonomy of the International Unions. This was
long established in the American Federation of
Labor and when the CIO split away it maintained
the same principle. Reuther proposes fo abandeon
the old principle and substitute a new one. There is

"nothing wrong with changing a principle provided,

1) it is done honestly, and 2) it is an improvement.
Reuther's proposal meets neither of these tests.

The autonomy of the International unions is
at least a partial guarantee today that a certain
minimum of democratic procedures will continue.
In order for the top leadership of the CIO to put
over a program and policy, it is compelled to rely
upon convincing the International Unions of its
validity. The abandonment of autonomy would
facilitate the procedure of dictorial command as
a substitute for democratic discussion.

POOR SUBSTITUTE FOR A PROGRAM

And by the way, when did Reuther discover
this new principle? At this very second, the Na-
tional CIO is on record against the payment of a
cash veterans bonus. (1t is liable to cause ipflation!
God knows, we want to keep away from that.)
Under more militant leadership, the UAW has
endorsed a proposal for a cash bonus. At the last
AVC convention a representative of the UAW
spoke publicly for the bonus and Bernstein a per-
sonal representative of Murray spoke against
it. But that is not all. Murray’s representative
told the delegates to the AVC convention that
this disagreement between himself and the mem-
ber of the UAW was an example of the prevailing
democracy in the CIO. True. And Reuther’s new
proposal is an example of a trend away from
democracy. '

In the GM strike of 1945-45, the UAW under
Reuthers inspiration raised the slogans of "Wage-
Increases without Price Increases” and "Open the
Company's Books'. Phillip Murray frowned :on
these radical ideas and that was one reason why
he supported the Addes-Thomas group against
Reuther at the 1946 convention. Murray did not
succeed in having his own stooges retain control
of the UAW. One thing that hindered him was the
fact that he was not armed with Reuther's new
principle of centralized control. In the steel workers
strike of 1946, Murray did not adopt the principles
of the GM strike. That is the one reason why: he
was able to get a settlement so quickly from the
steel capitalists who knew that the steel union
would not expose their attempts to get price; in-
creases. In the same year, Reuther criticized Mur-
ray's leadership of the Steel Workers union .be-
cause he did not "pick up the torch lit by the GM
strikers.” Who violated union principles then? .

This brings us to our last point. The Walter
Reuther of those years was the man with a
radical program which inspired the ranks of the
UAW. He did not wait until his policies became
Hofficial” to bring them to the public because he
wanted to win a strike and he wanted to become
president of the UAW. With this program he
rallied support, he exposed the Communist Party
and shattered the Addes-Thomas-CP bloe. BUT

TODAY THAT PROGRAM IS A MEMORY.
Reuther has no program that can arouse .the
ranks today. He thinks only of remaining as a
supporter of the Truman Demoecrats, trusting in
their promises. But he knows as well as the next
man how ill-founded are hopes in the administra-
tion of Truman. For this or that diplomatic
reason he prefers to remain silent as do the more
progressive elements in the UAW. And with no
program of their own, with no confidence in the
program which they endorse publicly, they fear’
the rise of Stalinist influence. Their way out of the
dilemma is to propose the bureaucratic expulsion
of the CP. That is not the way.

The new Reuther proposal therefore is mot
designed to assist in the struggle against Stalin-
ism but to make easier a continuance of the :0ld,
worn out policies of supporting the Democratic
Party. Not the explusion of the CP but the forma-
tion of a Labor Party; that is the answer.

The New Germany:

Western Germany, a political football held tightly
in the hands of the Allied occupation authorities, has
received lately a series of vigorous boots and kicks at
the hands of these same authorities. Under the guise
that the Berlin crisis and the threat of Russian absorp-
tion of Western Germany has, for the time being, been
averted and under the heavy threat of blackmail pre-
sented through the pressure of French imperialism (the
blackmail consisting in the threat that General de
Gaulle would come to power unless .. .), a series of
actions has been taken to throttle the developing inde-
pendence, initiative and freedom from oceupation that
have become quite noticeable throughout Western Ger-
many. The familiar propaganda barrage that “the Hun
is stirring again” and “German insolence and arrogance
are back” has accompanied these actions. Obviously, a
cover must be provided, as the Allied powers reset their
grip around Western Germany’s throat and curse the
Russians as the cause of its having momentarily
slipped.

Simultaneously with these actions, which we shall de-
scribe below, the revival of economic life shows full
signs of slowing to a merely perceptible monthly increase
in productivity. So far as living conditions for the masses
of people are ¢ ned, the spectacular improvement
of the summer months has ended. We exclude Berlin from
this, since the same situation of a bare-level existence has
gone on there for six months and will continue indefinitely
without any change. Dollar scarcities have strictly limited
all but essential imports to Western Germany, and there
is even talk of now resorting.to barter trade on the in-
ternational level in order to procure necessities.

Economically speaking, Western Germany is now
beset by basically the same problems (except to a worse
degree) as those of France and other European na-
tions: inflation (the black market mark is now 15 to a
dollar, as against the “official” rate of 3-1/3 to a dollar)
and chronic deficits in all forms of business, govern-
mental expenditures, etc., rising prices, shortages of
commodities, revival of all types of black marketeering,
dollar shortage for trading, ete. After the sensational
upturn of last summer, the economie picture is becom-
ing darker each day with the masses of people unable
to purchase what they need. It is simply the form of
their difficulties that has changed, while its eontent—
miserably low living standards—has remained the
same. Put otherwise, the revival of capitalist economy
in Western Germany has brought back with it all the
characteristics of post-war European ecapitalism. It is
against this background that the Allied imperialists
have decided to launch their new blows at the German
people, thus indicating the real nature of their occupa-
tion and administration of their half of the country.

BONN ASSEMBLY A FARCE

What are these fresh blows? First of all, the al-
leged “Constituent Assembly” which has now been
meeting for months at Bonn has practically come to a
halt in its work of drafting a constitution for a West-
ern German government. The Allies, primarily because
of France, of course, have been unable to present to
this “Assembly” any draft of their so-called “Occupa-
tion Statute” which is supposed to determine relations
between the as-yet-to-be German independent (?) gov-
ernment and the Allies. They cannot agree among them-
selves as to precisely how this quisling government of
the future shall best be held under their thumb—in es-
crow, so to speak. The French, as usual, demand the
utmost in decentralization and do not even wish to per-
mit a German (not even one!) to sit on the proposed
court which shall decide future interpretations of this
“Occupation Statute.” Thus the phony “Constituent
Assembly” now meeting at Bonn cannot proceed with
its labors since it knows not which “powers” will be
allotted to it in the not-yet-written “statute”!

The Bonn farce of ''constitution writing” has largely
been ignored by the German people who instinctively
recognize that whatever emerges from that Assembly
will merely be a legal structure for the continued occu-

‘pation of Western Germany, until the nebulous future.

It is clear clready that no form or shape of sovereign
power shall be permitted under the Bonn constitution;
and that, in effect it will be a constitution largely de-
signed to the requirements of French imperialism—that
is, decentralized, autocratic, without sovereign rights,
weak and quislingesque. The Bonn Assembly has degen-
erated to a farce.

A series of economic measures indicates a desire to
check the tendency of Western Germany to develop its
own economic life, particularly with respect to the
world market. First, the report of the Hoffman com-
mittee on halting plant dismantling has been delayed
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and postponed, although it has been ready for weeks.
Whereas it seemed a few weeks ago that most disman-
tling would halt, this is no longer so certain, and sched-
uled dismantling continues. The merger of the three
zones economically into a “Trizonia” is far from com-
pleted, thanks to the French, who are still holding out
for the exclusive right to milk their zone privately. A
dispute over taxation powers is blocking this merger
and the French have yet to permit trade unions in their
zone to merge with similar unions in Bizonia. At the
same time, the growth in German productivity, partie-
ularly in the commodity field (machinery and parts,
chemicals, photographic and precision apparatus, wines,
ete.), far from being welcome by her Western Europsan
neighbors, has, on the contrary, aroused nothing but
fears and threats of trade blocking by Belgium, France,
Holland, etc.

THE AGREEMENT ON THE RUHR

Finally, and surely most significant, has been the
new agreement on the Ruhr—arrived at by the London
conference of six governments of Western Europe, Eng-
land and the United States—which partly nullifies
“Law No. 75” issued one month ago and strikes a
heavy blow at the right of the German nation and its
people to decide the ultimate issue of who shall own
and control the Ruhr and its industries. The new agree-
ment, marking major concessions to the French, may
largely evade this question of eventual ownership by
not taking it into consideration, but it does not evade
the issue of who shall, for the next period, exploit the
Ruhr territory and benefit from its production.

In this respect, the French have won important de-
mands, from their standpoint — that is, the standpoint
that the Ruhr shall remain_indefinitely under Allied im-
perialist control, management and that France shall
largely benefit from its coal and steel products. The
former proposal of a German "trusteeship” system, to
be in effect until an independent government shall decide
its ownership, is cast overboard and in its place an "In-
ternational Authority" with sweeping powers to super-
vise the Ruhr's industries for an indefinite period is cre-
ated. While this does not detach the Ruhr from Germany,
as the French demand, it postpones even that issue to
the benefit of French imperialism in that it prevents even
the beginnings of the creation of a purely German ad-
ministration and apparatus.

It is true that the agreement is loosely worded and
much of it will be subjeet to interpretation, but this
applies only to the Allied powers who will fight it out
among themselves. The “role” of the Germans in this
agreement is far from loosely worded and is worth

“quoting at length to indicate the real state of affairs.

On the “International Counecil” set up (which has full
powers), there is a total of 15 votes. Three of these
15 votes are “German,” but let us consider the Allied
definition of “German representatives.”

Under Article 9, Clause (c¢) we read, “The
votes allocated to Germany shall be cast as a
unit by the joint representative of the occupa-
tion authorities concerned appointed as pro-
vided in Article 4, until the occupying powers
concerned determine that the German govern-
ment, by acecession or by other means, has as-
sumed the responsibilities placed upon Ger-
many by the present agreement. Thereafter
such votes shall be cast by the German repre-
sentative.”

Translated, this means that the Allies will do the
voting now for the Germans, but the Germans will ‘be
allowed to vote when they’ve finally got a government
that fully meets the “Approved by Military Govern-
ment” stamp! -

The three German votes, it is reported, are to be cast
exclusively by America, according to a secret clause in
the agreement. In fact, it seems that the agreement
has other secret sections which will be revealed at a
later date.

This Ruhr agreement has been universally con-
demned by all parties and sections of the German pop-
ulation and has undoubtedly wiped away much of the
“good will” created by the Berlin airlift. It has raised
once more all political questions, particularly those

" concerning relations between German political parties

—above all, the Social Democratic Party—and the oe-
cupation authorities. It has given the German Stalinist
movement in the West and in the Ruhr a new lease on
life which it has quickly grabbed hold of. But these
political effects of the new Allied offensive against the
people of Western Germany—particularly as it affects
the German Social Democratic Party—must be consid-
ered in a separate article in our next issue.

Henry JUDD

Stalinists Gain in China —

(Continued from page 1)

ference (PCC) of leaders of all its
supporting groups and out of this con-
ference it will form its long projected
all-national coalition., Since these
leaders have no power of their own,
no armies, programs or parties, they
will be captives in every sense, albeit
willing ones. Only then, with its re-
gime securely in the saddle and ‘its
armies in control will the CP call for
elections to a constituent assembly
since an election under such condi-
tions would only be a plebiscite.

Engaging in fiercest political war-
fare the CP deepened the isolation. of
Chiang’'s government with the issu-
ance of its “war criminals list.” This
list did not differentiate among the
different Nanking cliques; it did not
give a clean bill of health to the
“peace” groups or to the so-called lib-
erals. It became clear, even before the
rejection of Chiang’'s New Year mes-
sage that the CP, flushed with victory,
would make no peace with Nanking.
It is determined to establish a new
legality in China based on its own
power. No KMT continuity will be ac-
cepted. With this made doubly clear
by the rejection of Chiang’s and Sun
Fo's appeals since the first of Janu-
ary, the present government is doom-
ed because it can now in no way de-
velop a peace program. That is why

the desertion of the state is now as--

suming the appearance of people es-
caping an infected leper colony.

STYMIES U. S.

Chiang’s New Year “peace program,”
contained such conditions as were
bound to assure its rejection. For ex-
ample, the CP is committed to over-
throw of the KMT-manufactured

constitution, but Chiang demands as,
a condition that “the constitution is

not violated.” Sun Fo’s proposal for

“peace with honor” is more concilia-
tory but less significant since Sun has
no power to effectuate any program.

These moves have put the U. S. in
an embarrassing position since its pol-
icy, in continuation of General Mar-
shall’s statement of January 1947, is
still for a coalition on the basis ot
the present constitution. The maneuv-
ers of the last week by both sides
have liquidated this policy com-
pletely.

The CP “war criminals list,” by in-
cluding all Nanking groups also de-
stroyed the U. S. hope that some of
the elements in KMT who are pro-
American and are now among” the
“peace groups” would be able to join
the new CP-led coalition and there
serve as levers of U, S. policy. For ex-
ample, the CP list includes Vice-Pres-
ident Li Tsung-jen, a-hope of Ambas-
sador Stumart. U. 8. is anxious for an
organized group of its supporters to
initiate peace moves but the CP’s de-
cisive rejection to date of Nanking
feelers may force these groups to by-
pass Chiang if they are to save their
hides, The CP inclusion of men like
Li and others on their list evoked the
first angry blast against the Chinese
Stalinists by the State Department
since January 1947,

The abandonment of Tsingtac by
U. S. Marines is part of the pro-peace
policy being pursued by the State De-
partment. Pressure on Chiang was in-
creased in Washington as President
Truman let it be known that no new
allocations to Nanking would be con-
sidered before April, But when the
CP turned thumbs down on Vice-
President Li and Chang Chi-chun,
who are in Ambassador Stuart’s con-
fidence, the U. S. lost this line of ap-
proach. It will now be forced to make
even bigger concessions to the CP.

Meanwhile Chiang has called in.his

generals from outlying provinces in
order to consolidate his power against
the defeatist factions which grow
daily. The fact that several of these
generals have not turned up indicates
the military disintegration of Chiang’s
power. Nevertheless he still holds the
power. With his consolidation of the
loyal military around himself and his
issuance of the New Year “peace pro-
gram"” he took the initiative away

" from Sun and the new government,

The next development will have to
seek to unseat Chiang, but if he proves
immovable he will be by-passed. by
desperate people and he will be left
with the shred of legality but nothing
more. His end is in sight.
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ARTICLE ON IRGUN:

Copies of the December 27 issue of
LABOR ACTION which carried Ed
and Al Findley’s thorough docunren-
tation on the charge that Irgun is a
threat to Israeli democracy are still
available. It is the best work on the
subject. Order from LA, 4 Court Sq.,
Long Island City 1, N. Y.
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A German Officer Tells New Story

A new contribution toward unrav-
eling the inside story of the Moscow
Trial frame-ups has furned up re-
cently in the German press. While in
the nature of the subject the story
cannot be expected to supply defini-
tive proof, the main facts jibe with
known information.

Directly involved is the purge trial
of the Red Army generals, led by
Marshal Tukhachevsky, who were
run through the frame-up mill in
1937. The accusation of the Stalinist
bloodhounds was that these military
leaders were in collaboration with
the German general staff. It was
widely pointed out at the time that
this particular charge was no doubt
selected out of the many inventions
possible because of the fact that BE-
FORE Hitler came to power in Ger-
many there was indeed such a col-
laboration—a collaboration, however,
not between the republican German
government and individual Russians
but between both GOVERNMENTS
and their military staffs.

The Big Lie of the Moscow purges

- could, of course, have been exposed

if the Allied powers had been inter-
ested in doing so during the Nurem-
berg war-criminal trials of the for-
mer Nazi leaders. As our readers
know, this was not done—a fact it-
self which speaks volumes.

Now a former high-ranking Ger-
man officer has spilled one aspect of
the plot with which he- was person-
ally acquainted. The article appeared
recently in Die Neue Zeitung, an of-
ficial U. S. zone newspaper in Ger-
many put out under the American
occupation authorities, and summar-
ized-in the December 25 issue of the

New Leader, social-democratic paper
published in New York, under the
by-line of Melvin Lasky. Lasky is at
present editor of Der Monat, a maga-
zine dlso published by the Americans
in Berlin.

The article in Die Neue Zeitung
was written by Horst Falkenhagen,
the penname of the German officer
mentioned, who went into hiding af-
ter the 1943-44 anti-Hitler opposition
was wiped up. He is at present en-
gaged, according to Lasky, who in-
terviewed him, in gathering material
for a history of those years. Falken-
hagen goes into some detail with re-
gard to the military collaboration be-
tween Russia and Germany up to the
Nazis’ assumption of power. While
the fact of such extensive collabora-
tion on the technical-military plane
has always been well known, Falken-
hagen’s story adds details. It was this
pre-Hitler general-staff collaboration
which is theebackground for the Tuk-
hachevsky frame-up. According to
Falkenhagen:

Toward the end of 1936, Heydrich
(the real power in the Gestapo) set
out to obtain and did obtain speci-
mens of the handwriting of Tukha-
chevsky, Hammerstein, Von Seekt
and a number of German generals.
‘The leak in this story comes from
Admiral Canaris, head of the German
Abwehr, to whom Heydrich applied
for the documents and for Abwehr
handwriting experts. At the same
same Canaris also learned that the
request was connected with the fact
that the Gestapo held in custody four
GPU agents in their Berlin headquar-
ters.

Canaris (Falkenhagen says) refused
to take a hand in the business, but
later learned that Heydrich had man-
gged to obtain what he wanted from
the Reichswehr. When the news of
Tukhachevsky's-arrest became known,
‘Canaris  told -some of his close co-
workers that Heydrich had boasted to
him how he had managed:to elimi-
nate the entire leadership of the Red
Army. A series of letters purporting
to have passed between Tukhachev-
sky's group and the general staff of
Hitler's Reichswehr had been forged
and routed into the hands of Stalin
and Yezhov through GPU agents and
the Czech general staff. Canaris also
revealed at the same time that Hey-
drich had said: “The idea came from
the Fuehrer himself.”

OTHER EVIDENCE .

No necessary conclusion need be
drawn, of course, that the forgeries
deceived Stalin or at least that the
latter was unsuspicious of them. “The
idea from the Fuehrer” had cropped
up to the first place because of the
knowledge of the Nazi leaders that
Stalin and his GPU were as ready
to snap up their served-up forgeries
as they were to forge evidence them-
selves against the old Bolsheviks.
Such is the Falkenhagen story.

There have also been pieces of evi-
dence cropping out before this that
the Tukhachevsky frame-up had in-
volved German and Czech channels.
These have come from Churchill and
Benes themselves. In his book, The
Gathering Storm, Churchill writes
that Benes in 1936 “became aware
that communications were passing

A Note on the Latest Diatribe Against Bolshevism

Lenin: A Cartoon by David Shub

LENIN, A BIOGRAPHY, by David
Shub, published by Doubleday &
Co., Garden City, N. Y., $5.00.

The title of David Shub's book,
Lenin, A Biography, is a misnomer.
Rather than writing a life of Lenin,
Shub’s primary concern is to dis-
credit bolshevism. That this is Shub’s
aim is borne out by the only remark-
able thing about the book, a thing
found, however, not in the book but
on its dust-jacket; namely, a blurb
written by Norman Thomas: “The
biography confirms my impression
that Stalinism is a logical, almost
inevitable, development out of Len-
inism.” What makes the blurb re-
markable is, not that Norman Thom-
as gets Shub’s main point, but its
accuracy. For, invariably, a blurb, in-
stead of being accurate, merely regis-
ters what the publisher hopes the
author is aiming at.

That Stalinism flows from bholshe-
vism and that, in its turn, bolshevism
flows from Lenin is, if we are to be-
lieve Shub, due to three circumstan-
ces. They are Lenin's personality, the
decisive experience. of his youth, and
the Russian revolutionary tradition.

Shub finds that, in addition to being
completely unamenable to the disci-
pline of democracy, Lenin’s person-
ality is dominated by two traits. One
is seen in the meticulous care with
which he prepared his high school
compositions, a trait in keeping with
the cunning thoroughness of Stalin-
ism. The other involves ice skates.
During the Siberian winter, the po-
litical exiles competed with each
other in figure skating and in racing.
Lenin despised the figure skating
and, though enjoying the racing, he
could not tolerate defeat. Thus, ra-
ther than gracefulness, he prized
ruthless energy, an energy that, what-
ever its cost, insured victory, an en-
ergy expressed by the brutality of
Stalinism.

FREUD, AND MORE FREUD

In order to soften up the reader,

to make Lenin's vicious potential, the
potential fully realized by Stalinism,
appear plausible, Shub = mentions
Lenin's devotion to his mother, his
love of children, and his fondness for
animals. And to leave no doubt that
Lenin, aside from possessing some
humane qualities, is actually human,
Shub spends several pages on an ex-
tra-marital affair, protesting that pre-
vious biographers have slighted the
English woman, Mme. Elizabeth K.
" The execution of Lenin’s brother,
to whom he was extremely devoted,
for engaging in a plot to assassinate
the Czar, is the decisive experience
of Lenin’s youth. Thus, Shub,  like
other contemporary intellectual val-
ets of the great finds that the genius
being examined is, instead of unusu-
al ability, the product of a Freudian
trauma.

The importance of the youthful
experience, the thing making it de-
cisive for Shub, is that it brought
Lenin into a revolutionary tradition
uniquely Russian, “whose spirit con-
tained incredible contradictions of
nobility and baseness, saintlike virtue
and underworld criminality, bound-
less love and unbridled hate.” The
admirable qualities were expressed,
for example, by Lavrov and Herzen,
the despicable ones by Tkachev and
Bakupin.. And Lenin, Shub contends,
precisely because of his personality,
could not escape.the despicable qual-
ities.

But, if Shub's contention be true,
then Lenin is entirely without blame
for succumbing to the despicable
qualities. At least, it seems obvious
that Lenin cannot be held responsi-
ble for the personality that he was
born with. Moreoyer, it may well be
that the execution of his brother is
the reason, though scarcely a Freud-
ian one, demonstrating to Lenin the
need for revolutionary socialist ac-
tion, but that Lenin had an undemo-
cratic personality is false..In personal
as well as in political matters, Lenin
never trafficked with the principle
that is the very ground of democracy,
the principle making it possible to
distinguish a right from a privilege,
to separate license from freedom, the
principle of only asking of others
what he himself is willing to do.

DEMOCRATIC VALUES
Shub believes the essence of Lenin-

ism and, hence, of bolshevism to -be_

taken from Tkachev. It is the idea
of “the professional revolutionist,”
whose role remains with Lenin as
it was with Tkachev, not that of in-
structing, but only that of leading,
of being above rather than a part of
the working class. For Shub, this pa-
tronizing, rather than fraternal, atti-
tude indicates that Lenin’s concep-
tion of politics—i.e., bolshevism—is
based on a theory of the elite, that
it epitomizes not only Lenin's lust
for personal power but also his dis-
trust of the working class. As a piece
of evidence for the belief, Shub uses
Trotsky’s pre-1917 remark that what
Lenin really meant by the dictator-
ship of the proletariat was “a dicta-
torship over the proletariat.”

If not a polemical exaggeration,
then Trotsky’s remark is false. (Trot-

sky explained his differences in the.

volume, Permanent Revolution.) And
this is to say that Lenin's conception
of politics or, what comes to the same
thing, bolshevism, does not in any
way correspond to Shub’s belief. For,
whatever democratic inadequacy may
have accompanied bolshevisin, the
inadequacy is neither inherent in bol~

shevism nor does it reflect Lenin's .

Just for personal power or his dis-
trust of the working class. On the
contrary, any, inadequacy simply re-

flects the utter impossibility during.

the Czar's autocratic regime, an im-
possibility that has once again be-
come a fact under Stalin’s bureau-

. cratic regime, of openly proclaiming

the need and of openly working for
a socialist revolution. That is, bol-
shevism was determined by a definite
political situation and, hence,

that limited democratic action. For
this reason, bolshevism is not, as

Shub absurdly imagines, a product of.
incompatibility between democracy:

and Lenin's psyche. That bolshevism
was made to meet a particular con-.
dition is confirmed by Lenin’s warn-
ing—given shortly before his death—
that too many Communist parties

were, without need, slavishly imitat-.

ing the Russian party. F

After the overthrow of the Czar,
Shub stresses three events to dem-
onstrate that Lenin gave only lip
service to the ideal of socialism, that

bolshevism is totalitarian by nature,

that Lenin regarded the working
class as a mere instrument for gain-'
ing personal power. They are the suc-
cessful- effort of foregoing the Con-
stituent Assembly, the Kronstadt af-
fair, and the silencing of even work-

it is
the political situation, not bolshevism,_

ing class opposition to the program
laid down by the Bolsheviks.

A PITIFUL ARGUMENT

The common element in these
events, the element that Shub be-
lieves demonstrates his contention, is
the substitution of force for demo-
cratic procedure. It may well be that
these events involved tremendous er-
rors, that to defend the Bolshevik
policy in any of the three situations
turns the virtue of necessity into -a
voice. But they do not indieate, as
Shub believes, that bolshevism in gen-
eral or Lenin in particular played
fast and loose with the principle of
democracy and the ideal of social-
ism. That is, the three events cannot
be used for Shub’s purpose unless
Shub is also willing to insist that the
use of force is always incompatible
with the principle of democracy and
the ideal of socialism. And only a
ballot - maniac refuses to recongize
that at some moments the need to
kick hell out of an opponent is a
democratic duty, a socialist obliga-
tion. Shub, presumably, is not a bal-
lot-maniac.

, For this reason as well as for the

) prevnously mentioned reasons, Shub's

indictment of bolshevism as an evil
product of Lenin’s vicious personality
falls flat. And, if the indictment falls
flat, then Shub’s contention that Sta-
linism flows from bolshevism is
groundless. Or, is Shub, in urging
that Stalinism flows from bolshe-
visin, simply protesting that Stalin,
like Lenin, is an honorable man?
' Tom CONLEY
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Did Gestapo Help Stalin Frame-up Generals?

through the Soviet embassy in Prague
between important personages in
Russia and the German government.
This was a part of the so-called mili-
tary and Old-Guard Communist con-
spiracy to overthrow Stalin and in-
troduce a new regime based on .a;
pro-German policy.” Thus Churchill
retails the Heydrich-GPU version of
the affair—“naively,” says a note in
the New Leader story. (Churchill’s
“naivete” is rather suspect in view of
his recorded opinion, also in his book,
that the Moscow Trials blood-letting
was “merciless, but perhaps not need-
less”; in addition, few people have
accused Churchill of being stupid.)

It goes without saying—and Lasky
indicates this also—that it is quite
impossible either to accept or reject
out of hand the authenticity of Fal-
kenhagen’s account. It is to be hoped,
and even expecled, that there still
are alive further sources for digging
into the truth.

Aided by Hitler
In Moscow Purges?

Aid Indonesia —

(Continued from page 1)

that guerrilla warfare would continue
“until the complete exhaustion of
Dutch military, economic and finan-
cial resources, both in Indonesia and
Holland.”

The Indonesian independence move-
ment has always had close relations
with the Indian National Congress.
This week, under the leadership of
Nehru and at the request of the Indo-
nesian republican leaders, a Congress
of Colonial Peoples was called, to be
held in a few weéeks time in New
Delhi, tfo'jconsider concerted action
in defense of the republic. The coun-
tries invited - were Turkey, Egypt,
Syria, Lebanon, Saudi-Arabia, Iran,
Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Ceylon,
Siam, Burma and China. It is prob-
able that Viet-Nam, Australia and
New Zealand will also be represented.

Already certain steps have beem
taken. Dutch airlines have had their
landing rights rescinded in India and
Burma. The Burmese government
called a cabinet session to consider
a program of action against the
Dutch. Various appeals by these gov-
ernments have been made to the UN.
Ba Maw, former Burmese premier,
announced on New Year’s Day the
formation of an expeditionary force
consisting El'f ‘Burmese and Indians
who are, being readied to go to Indo-
nesia to ﬁgﬁt ¥or independence.

The Ind,’lan National Congress,
which has just held its first national
convention since achieving independ-
ence, adopted a number of programs
looking toward southeast Asiatic
unity agamst imperialism, One reso-
lution stated: “The Congress is inter-
ested in freedom of nations, and the
peoples of Asia and Africa who have
suffered from the various forms of
colonialism 'for many generations.”

Another resolution specifically as-
sured the republic of Indonesia of

“complete sympathy of the Indian.

government.” An Economic Commis-
sion for Asia and the Far East with
headquarters in Sydney, Australia,
has beéen planning the coordination
of the economic reconstruction of
Asia and is now formalizing its
achievements in a Five-Year Plan in
which all the nations of Asia will

participate. These evenis are in large

part an outcome of the all-Asian con-
ference held in Calcutta last year.

Under impetus of the Dutch attack,
unity of the oppressed peoples and
governments of Asia is now taking on
an added character. The events re-
lated above can now be seen as hav-
ing laid the groundwork for the con-
ference which Nehru has called to
consider the Indonesian events. We
have here the elementis of a really

independent anti-imperialist third
group of nations.
GO AHEAD, BUB, '
JUST CHOOSE'
“Opportunities existing under

America’s individual enterprise - sys-
tem may best be understood'when
we recognize that it.is primarily a
system of fair rewards for ambition,
thrift and skill. Any day you choose
you can participate in this system to
the full extent of your abilities. So
long as we have this system of indi-
vidual competitive enterprise in the
United States, you can make your
life what you will.”"—Earl Bunting,
managing director, National Associa-
tion of Manufacturers, in a propa-
ganda speech delivered before the
students of nine collegeg and univer-
sities in California.

EE

such opposition.

group.

Anti-Imperialist
Colonial Front?

Pandit Nehru, Prime Minister of India, announced last week
that a conference of Asiatic powers would be called shortly to consider
possible steps to aid -the Indonesian people in their resistance against
Duteh attack. Of the thirteen countries invited, several are from the
Arabic mid-eastern group which, in this particular situation, are of
slight importance; but others — Burma, Indonesia, Celyon — are
crucially located in the current Asiatie erisis.

It is clear that for the immediate future the “cold war"”
the U. S, and Russia is likely to be conducted vigorously in the
Far East. Lines in Europe are rather hard and fast right now; there
is slight likelihood of any immediate changes there, except perhaps
for a posmble westward shift on the part of Yugoslavia. Since the
conflict in Europe has reached an impasse, at least temporarily, the
Russians have found it expedient to let loose in the Far East. There
they have met greater successes than anywhere else, for the simple
reason that they can latch on to the antl-lmpenahqt sentiments of
colonial peoples and exploit them to their own advantage.

between

POSSIBILITIES OF A COLONIAL BLOC

The most important thing -about the Far Eastern situation, at
least from a socialist point of view, is that a genuine possibility
exists for the formation of an independent or quasi-independent bloc
of colonial or semi-colonial or only recently colonial countries. If
India, Indonesia, Burma and nationalist movements from the Far
Eastern countries form some sort of coalition — as Nehru obviously
seems to have in mind — and if that coalition, as is almost inevitable,
is largely independent of the major power blocs, then a vastly
encouraging event will have taken place. Socialists working in the
Far Eastern countries would not therefore feel obliged to give up,
in any way, their political opposition to the governments of these
countries, but insofar as there governments banded together for
mutual protection against the eneroachments of either Russia or the
U. 8., or both, they would vigorously support those governments on

The Dutch attack on Indonesia—so crude in its outright imperialist
motivation—has unquestionably aroused the nationalist movements in the
Far Eastern countries. The India-Burma area rightly feels itself menaced
on two sides: on the one hand, the Chinese Stalinist armies, and with
them Russian Influence, moving south, and on the other hand, old-style
bourgeois imperialism trying to re-establish outright domination —
domination not by the dollar but by the bayonet.

If such a coalition of Far Eastern countries is formed, it can
become the beginning of a colonial reaction against any sort of im-
perialist rule, of whatever kind. And there seems reason to believe
that Nehru sees opportunities for Indian leadership in such a coalition
and hence takes the iniative. Though still far from free of British
economic domination, India is still the strongest country in the Asiatie.

ENCOURAGING DEVELOPMENT DESPITE LIMITATIONS

The great danger, of course, is that the Stalinists might be able to
influence this coalition by posing as defenders of colonial peoples
and as opponents of the Dutch agression. No doubt this possibility
influenced Nehru to make his move, for he must have seen that it would
be fatal to his political situation to allow the Stalinists to take over
leadership of the Far Eastern anti-imperialist struggle. Consequently,
he called the conference

No doubt, such a coalition of Far Eastern powers will have its
limitations, the nature of which is indicated by the fact that they
are all governments resting on the nascent bourgeoisies arising in
those countries. Hence, their ablllty to rally the Far Eastern masses
by means of a bold social program is strietly limited.

But at the same time the fact that such a collation would, in the
nature of things, have to set itself up on an independent basis, in at
least partial opposition to the major power blocs, is encouraging. Once
such a coadlition is set up, the socialists in the Far Eustern countries
could try to push it further toward anti-imperidlist independence and
radical reforms at home.

In the meantime; the mere existence of such a coalition—based on
the simple desire of colonial peoples to have the major powers get off
their backs—will be welcomed by socialists. A

R. F.
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