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By SENTINEL

There is something phoney about
the shift away from discussion of
Sir Stafford Cripps’ proposal for do-
minion status for India after the war
to the Indian defense - set-up. Dis-
cussion of the -main issue—immedi-
ate independence for India—did not
even begin following the submission
of Cripps' proposals to the Indian na-
tionalist leaders.

.The silence .of Nehry, Gandhi.and
the Indian Congress on this vital
point is all the more amazing be-

Y

rd
What They
Said Then

“The whole background of India
is one of hostility and distrust of the
British government.
most far-reaching promises can alter
this background, nor can a -subject
India offer voluntary or willing
help to arrogant imperialism, which
is indistinguishable from fascism.”

(Bardoli Resolution, passed in
1941 by the Indian National-
ist Congress Executive .Com-
mittee.)

~ _/

By Susan Green

THE WORLD AT WAR

Nothing But Unconditional

Independence Can Solve
The Problem of India

cause of the bhankrupt character of '

Not even the .

Why Fascists Use
Anti-Semitic Lies

Every single item of Nazi-fascist propaganda is anti-labor.
For a worker to fall for it is to jump from the frying pan into the

Let us start with anti-Semitism. Hitler’s false and filthy racial
issue has been taken over, lock, stock and barrel, by his American
brothers of Social Justice. Every worker must be wise to the tricki-
ness of anti-Jewish propaganda and know -exactly how the Nazis
hope to dupe him thereby. Here is a brief explanation:

" When conditions become very bad and suffering is widespread,
the masses are ready to do something about it.. The natural thing
to do is to take power into their own hands and organize society
for their own benefit. This is exactly what their exploiters do NOT
want. So the Nazis carefully cultivate a scapegoat. They try to
make the people believe that not the guilty capitalist system, but
the Jews are responsible for the misery of the masses. .
The pogroms against the Jews allow some people an outlet
for pent-up steam. Then the real business of the Nazis—care-
fully planned and attended to by the top brains of Nazism—is
undertaken: LABOR’S ORGANIZATION-AND LEADERSHIP ARE

This is what happened in Germany. Obviously the true func-
tion of anti-Semitism is to cover up the conspiracy against labor.
Coughlin and the other fountain-heads of Jew hatred are look-
ing ahead to the period of post-war collapse. They repeat and
keep repeating the lie that the Jewish bankers are responsible for
the war. They also spread the falsehood that Roosevelt, his Ad-
ministration and everyone connected with it is tained by Jewish-

These statements are pure fiction. Not Jewish bankers but
(Continued on page 3) '

the British proposals. Only one con-
clusion can be drawn from this: The
Indian nationalist leaders are afrald
to discuss this issue,

Nehru himself supplies us with the
key to this cowardice and betrayal
Shortly before Cripps outlined his
proposals to the Indian leaders Neh-
ru said: “Suppose we did come to an
agreement with Britain short of in-

dépendence, -Varlous political .groups.

would immediately say that the Cofi-
gress was selling out. We can only

resist the Japanese through the crea-

tion of a nation-wide feeling that

India is already free"

As the Briush p.oposal is not only
short of independence, but far re-
moved from it, Nehru finds it neces-
sary to divert the Indian masses
from this outrageous plan and to fix
their attention mainly on what part
India is to play in the war set-up
against Japan. By this the Indian
nationalist ~leaders hope to save
themselves from the charge of sell-
ing out the Indian people to con-
tinued British overlordship of Indla.

In this scheme the United States

and CHina are playing their part

to help cover up the betrayals of

the Nehrus and the Gandhis, Im-

{Continued on page 2)
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From Inside Nazi Germany

.

By. EUROPACUS

prominent prcu_:agandar
be won in the military field”

tion into revolution action:

Opposition to the Hitler
Regime Now More Open

.Contrary to its former policy, the press has in recent ménths been almost
comipletely silent about any indicatlons of a lowered morale inside Germany.
Strange as this might at first appear, it is in reality a deliberate Allied policy.
The Allied leaders consider it detrimental to their military effort to point to
the growing dissatisfaction of the German people with the Nazi regime, since
they fear that discussion of the situation inside Germany might lead to de-
mands for a clear policy on the part of the Allies toward the German people
—as distinet from the Hitler dictatorship—and distract people from the most
slogan- of Washington and London: “The war can only

The big press has therefore worked to make people believe ihat while

there is growing opposition to the Nazis in the occupied countries, nothing of
the sort is observable inside Germany.
" This picture is utterly false—as we shall now show by extracts from re-
ports which have arrived here recently. There is growing dissatisfaction and
resentment inside Germany; Germany’s morale has been much lower in re-
cent months than ever before since Hitler took power. On the other hand,
we must also beware of excessive optimism; dissatisfaction does not yet mean
readiness for action against the regime.

There are three main reasons for this inability to. transform dissatisfac-

1) As a commentary to several reports says: “If the strength of Germany
were determined by the morale of the people, the most fanta'suc hopes of col-
lapse would be justified. But in a totfalifarian soclely it doesn't work that
way. What is lacking in Germany is the possibility to translate feeling into
action. A prerequisite for action is that people of the same opinion join to-
gether.  That is what is impossible as long as the terror apparatus functions.
For example, in a German munitions factory there is absolutely no epportu-
nity for workers in one division to have contacts. with those in another. In
Germany, if honsewives begin to make a fuss at market, they are arrested
before any broader spontaneous demonstration can devél'op. It has happened
that workers from one division in a factory held a sit-down strike in the fac-
tory canteen and refused to go back to work. It did not take long for the
police to arrive and arrest a few who had dared fo get up and say that it was
impossible to work with so little nourishment....” '

.-2) As another report puts it: “The speeches and utterances of some of the
Allied statesmen. create a most detrimental effect; some have wrought havoe,
" notably that of Vansittart (leader of the “amnihilate the Germans” clique in

(Continued on page 2 in the column, '“E',t_i.r?_ﬁe in. Revolt”)
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Congressmen
Reject Mild
Profit Limit

By BILL HAINES

Congress, did it again this
week! While working itself into
o frenzied anti-labor dither, the
Senate rejected a mild proposal
to limit war profits of the big
war manufacturers. This re-
jection came after specific pleas
from representatives of the Roo-
sevelt Administration — includ-
ing Donald Nelson, production
chief—that the war profits limit be
defeated.

There were three prirposals before
Congress. The first, already passed
by the House of Representatives,
would limit profits on war contracts
to 6 per centi of their face value.

The second, approved by the Sen-
ate Appropriations Commitiee, would
place a graduated ceiling ranging
from 2 to 10.per cent on profits from

. war contracts, depending upon the

size of the contract.

The third, recommended by Don-
ald Nelson, representing the Roose-
velt Administration, would give the
procurement chiefs of the Army and
Navy power to reopen contract ne-
gotiations where companies were
making “unreasonable” contracts.

The second proposal—that of the
Senate Appropriations Committee—

most stringent.

It is important to realize that all
three proposals are essentially fake
in character, ineffective and filled
with loopholes. They are being pro-
posed only to quiet the justified -in-
dignation the workers feel against
war profiteering.’

(Continued on i)age 4)

RONS PROFITEER!

“OUR PROFITS, MAY THEY ALWAYS BE RIGHT;
BUT OUR PROFITS, RIGHT OR WRONG!”

MR e
e
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ALCOA Lines up with Standard

Oil as a Merchant of Death!

Another merchant of death mo-
nopoly, controlled by the Mellon
family, took its place this week be-
side Standard Oil, whose profit-mak-
ing cartel agreement with the Nazi
firm, L. G. Farben, has created a na-
tional sensation. This time it was the
monopolist Alnminum Corp. of Am-
erican (ALCOA) which has been ex-
posed as being a pariner of the Ger-
man section of an international alu-
minum and magnesium cartel which
divided the world aluminum and
magnesium markets among the vari-
ous merchanis of death and then
soaked in the profiis from the war.

Last week, Thurman Arnold, of
the Department of Justice, said of the
Standard Oil case:.

“Throughout my testimony I have
tried to emphasize the fact that
this case is not uniqué. I do mnot
think it iz an extreme statement to
say that in most basic war mate-
rials we find similar cartel agree-
ments.” '

The second in this lst of profit
vultures has turned out to be AL~
COA, one of the largest monopolies
in the country. According to Ar-
nold’s disclosures, ALCOA entered
an international cartel agreement
which restricted the production of
aluminum and magnesium in Amer-
jea—as well as artificially keeping a
high price level—but allowed Ger-
many to expand its aluminum and
magnesium production at will

And all the while ALCOA was
laughing up its sleeve at American

BUDD WORKERS—

For another aricle in our
geries about Budd, turn to
page 2. This one describes
how Budd has had — just
like Standard Oil and Alcoa
—financial connections with
Nazi and faécist firms in or-
der to rake in profits. Don’t
miss if!

housewives who  were sacrificing
their pots and pans!

The viciously anti-labor ALCOA,
whith has always resisted negotiat-
ing with- any labor union, engaged
in"the following practices, according
to Arnold’s testimony before the
Senate Investigating Committee:

“In 1931 ‘there was a growing world
surplus of . aluminum “which threat-
ened to invade American markets
and disturb the monopoly control
and the price structure of the Alu-
minum Co. of America. So that com-
pany "formed 'a Canadian affiliate,
called Aluminum, Ltd., - thinking
that in this way it could escape the
anti-trust laws and could join with
the aluminum'. monopolies of other

countries  to prevent threatened
world competition ; by - eliminating
the surplus. '

World Parceled 'Off

“The world market was parceled
off.. The Aluminum Co. of America
got the United States.~ Its Canadian
affiliate ‘got 29 per cent of the rest
of the world. The French got 21 per
cent; the Germans 20 per cent; the
Swiss and British 15 per cent each.
Then  the cartel members pooled
their resources in a Swiss cartel in
order. to buy up the world surplus
and 'hold it off the market. World
production was drastically limited to
prevent new gurpluses. Minimum
world prices were fixed.

- Stalinist Goons Attack

LABOR ACTION Distributors

LOS ANGELES—A group of Stalin-
inist hoodlums ‘viciously assaulted
and beat up three LABOR ACTIQN
distributors on the evening of March
31 in front of the local CIO hall, On
that evening two men .and one girl
were peacefully distributing thé
March 30 issue of LABOR ACTION
(the front. page of which was com-
pletely devoted to attacks against
the labor-hating: newspapers and
congressmen who-are trying to knife
the American workers in the back,
when a gang of Stalinist goons
pounced on the men without warn-
ing, The Stalinist hoodlums beat
and kicked the outnumbered distrib-
utors to the ground, and gome of
them even used violence against the
girl distributor. The -distributors of
The Miftant were also driven away.

This unprovoked gangsterism on |

the part.of the Stalinists came after
they had pushed through a resolu-
tion at the local CIO . council con-
demning several working class pa-
pers which have been defending la-
bor’s ‘rights, LABOR ACTION, The

Militant and the Socialist Call. This
motion, pushed through over the op-
position of numerous delegates at a
poorly attended meeting by the Sta-

linist machine, also ,urged that the.

distribution -of these papers be “dis-
couraged.” Presumably, the gangster
tactics used by the Stalinist hood-
lums is an interpretation of how to
“discourage” these distributions.

1t is significant that the motion lev-
eled off at those who would defend
labor's rights during the war, while
omitting any mention of the Peo-
ple's. World, local Stalinist daily,

- which not so long ago was cham-

pioning a pact with Hitler and
which continually advocates that la-
bor surrender its most elementary
rvights, was not mentioned’in the res-
olution. (LABOR . ACTION, of
course, believes in the right of the
Pleople’s World to be freely distrib-
uted.) :
As a result of the brutal beating,
the American Civil Liberties' Union
has interested itself in the case and
has promised to investigate it fully.

“The plan t6 keep up prices by re-
stricting . world production rolled
merrily along, ‘until Hitler came into
power.' He had no patience with any
limitatlon ‘on German production ‘but

- was delighted with the idea of lim-

iting production  abroad.

“And so Hitler, in return for per-

missién .to produce unlimited quan-
tities. at. home, promised that he
would not increase his exports and
thus” disttirb the world prices which
the cartels were trying to maintain.
86 the democracies were free to pur-
sue their policy of eliminating what
they foolishly thought was a dan-
gerous domestic surprise without
fear 6f invasion of their markets.by
German ' ¢competition.
- “Undef . this arrangement- Hitler
doubled and. tripled aluminum pro-
ductiop:-for sireraft and war mate-
rlals The democracies stood still
When the war came, Germany was
producing one-third to one-half
more aluminum than America.

All for Profits

Officially, ALCOA was not a mem-
ber of this international cartel, but
its Canadian affiliate, headed by E.
K. Davis (brother of A. V. Davis,
head of ALCOA), was a member.
ALCOA, then, was agreeing to a
proposition’ whereby it would re-

(Continued on page 2)

Akron Rﬁbber Workers
Go on Sit-down Strike

AKRON—The sit-down strike, which
once wrote a glorious chapter in the
history of the rubber workers union
movement; was revived this week.
More than 220 workers in the fab-
ricating' ‘department at Goodyear
pulled’ a sit-down strike this week
in an effort to obtain satisfaction
from management on a wage dispute.
First--efforts of S. H. Dalrymple,
president of .the URWA, to end the
strike were fruitless, he admitted, as
the: workers were burned up plenty
over their treatment by the company.

HILE TH

UAW Bloc Hit
Double Time
Surrender

By JACK WILSON
Even though it was sugs
coated and marked with a fan-
cy label, “Victory = Through
Equality of Sacrifice,”” ‘man
delegates at the CIO A
Workers emergency conference
found the recommendations .of ‘the
executive board a bitter pill to Swal-
low! ) L8
In propesing that the union g
up its present overtime standards for
Saturday, Sunday and holiday: work,
in reaffirming its relinquishing’ of
strikes, in placing all disputes {
mediation or arbitration, the exect
tive board statement declared: “T
the above contributions we' commit
ourselves without conditions.” :
That 1§, no matter what the “aut
barons do or don’t do, the union
leadership insisted that labor 'sal
fice some more of its gains And this
is what stuck in the throats of many
delegates and is burnipng up th en
in the shops. T S T e
“The story is that thousands of
war workers here, as represented by
the men who came out of the shops
to attend this convention, are in ng
mood for one-sided sacrifices. Thy
don’t like being called nasty na
by the bank-president : congressmen;
profit - hoarding industrialists 1
well-paid _editorial writers,” is.
way _PM‘S corréspondent: d&':aﬂ:rl'l‘:reﬁF
“They feel it is high time for:
gress and industry to start practici
‘equality of sacrifice’ If this new
concession is just greeted by .d
mands for more; they will get figh
ing mad,” he added. i 1
The stormy six-hour -debate, ‘which
the Daily Workers correspondent. d
scribed as “the tensest as any. wits
nessed at labor conventions in years”
ended when the combined efforts of
the entire top leadership of the un
fon and President Roosevelt's direct
intervention swung a big majority
behind the proposals of the  exeéu
tive board. ; il
But even these pro-UAW -lead:
ship correspondents pointed out, il
sentiment . .. was ]
divided than the final
showed."” :
This is extremely significant sin
the conference could not reflect th
views of the men in the shop as we
as a convention, for the executi
boards and bargaining;committees of
local unions attended the sessions:iny
a body, and no elections were he
in many locals! L
“The minor functionaries, = who
deal daily with the gripes and un=
cerfainties and resentments of the
rank and file, were less disposed
accept unconditional abandonment of
{Continued on page 2

» . L]
Stalinists Fired
: .
Stewards — Admit
ALCOA at Fault
A shocking admission that . the
Aluminum Corp. of America was re=
sponsible for the slowdown' for
which four union stewards -we
fired in Cleveland was in . the
statement of the Stalinist leaders of
the National Association of Die Cast:
ing Workers (CIO) backing the. dis-
charge of the men. o
“We regret that the company pie
cipitated this production slowdow
through their instituting 'of new
work procedures without first! co
sulting the union,” the union stal
ment, signed by Edwird Cheyfi
national secretary of the union; ‘and
Stalinist hatchetman, said. e
“However, it is our position th
there can Be no work stoppage tod
for any reason,. and that any m
guilty of such a stoppage must
the statement added. iy
How's that for a go-ahead “sigr
to this corporation, long knowmn
its anti-union practices and its,de
with Hitler! Provoke a slow-do
and then get the union men fired
the union officials! ! S
A company union could hardly-d
better for ALCOA. In fact, no co
pany stooge would have the ne:
the Stalinists display. A
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and——Europacus). whole chapters of whose book were publlshad in large
print.”
3) The absence of any clearcut political ideas on “what is to come after-
ward.” -
:The situation in Germany may be characterized as follows: Dissatisfac-
lon, ‘grumbling doubts about the Nazi leadership are general, but the still
POV erful totdlitarian machine aided by Allied propaganda have so far pro-
'uied effective stumbling blocks to a transformation of feelings of discontent
to open action. The following extracts of reports may serve as an illustra-
tion of this analysis:

CLASS SOLIDARITY AND SLOW-DOWN

‘From Norway, November, 1941: “Many Norwegian workers who just re-
turned from Germany have reported that they have been astonished by the
ow tempo of work in Germany.... When they were transferred to new fac-
ries they frequently had the experience that one of the wqrkers, who was
nsidered by his fellow workers as a kind of ‘unofficial leader,’ would ap-
roach them and say: ‘You dont want to overstrain yourself. We work
ywly here’ These statements amazed the Norwegian workers as well as
the openness with which they were made; they had expected something quite
fferent.”

The majority of the younger workers have been sent to the front and
hen' jobs have been taken by women and foreigners (tens of thousands of
ussian workers have recently been put to work in Germany, and these to-
ither with millions of workers from other European nations make the job
the Gestapo s0 complicated that a 100 per cent strict control as heretofore
;ls almost impossible). The base of the skilled workers in the factories today
re 40 to 60 years old, former trade union members. These men have dec-
es of experience in setting piece work and in distributing work. Besides
hey all remember the last war; Germany's war industry need everyone of
hese-experienced workers desperately, but their working experience is indi-
Mhle from their trade union experience. The most efficient overseeing sys-
m’ eannot put an observer behind every worker. The Nazis, by smashing
;- every workers' organization, have transformed free workers into slaves, but
us they 'themselves have created the basis for a decided decline in efficien-
¢y. The slow-down, partly by voluntary action of the workers, partly because
f undernourishment and need of rest, is one of the most important causes
hempering the Nazi war machine, and it is also a potent weapon in the hands
f the workers against the Nazis. It provides an ideal field for common action
German and foreign workers.

UNREST IN BERLIN MORE OPEN

- From Berlin, November, 1941: *“Chalk-written notices and signs openly
urging and demanding the overthrow of the Hitler regime and the end of this
w?nj,:awe appearing on the walls and houses of Berlin, in spite of the increas-
ing vigilance of the nightly police patrols.... Despite the death penalty for
listening fo foreign broadecasts, more and more people risk their lives to hear
the British transmitter, which is more popular than tlie Moscow one. Their
only complaint is the lack of imagination in the English propaganda.... One
:@aiy witness daily scenes in the green groceries and on the markets owing to
‘the increasing shortage of vegetables.... You .cannot meet anyene in Berlin
who_believes the list of casualties given out by the government. It never
oceurs to the masses of the people that they should believe such lies. The
overnment ban on wearing of mourning clothes or announcements of those
killed in action has created very bad feeling. One may hear the soldiers talk
Qd:lte freely of the frightful losses the Army has suffered in Russia, at the
same time criticizing the lack of physicians and medical help.... The party
unctionaries are generally held in disdain and their cnrruptibﬂity adds to
is scorn.... One may hear people openly abusing measures of the govern-
nent in cafes, restaurants and shops.... In spite of the most rigorous regu-
: Izﬂ:_t__ms, bootlegging flourishes; in fact, one can get anything for money in Ber-
From Vienna: “The much stricter prohibition against listening to foreign
bmadcasts is a 100 per cent failure. Everyone listens to foreign broadcasts.
"fhose who have no radios of their own have their regular reporters.... It is
‘exaggeration to say that there are no Nazis among the workers today, eX-
ept a few party functionaries. In any case, there is no worker willing to sell
His skin for the Nazis. Feeling in the factories is bitter....”

THEY FEAR FOR THE FUTURE

- From Stockholm about Northern Germany: “Police supervision of the
public H4s been somewhat lightened since the beginning of the Russian war.
ttle groups of former members of the democratic (Weimar) parties come
igether more frequently and in larger numbers. Thele is often political dis-
1ssion, but discussion is as far as any one of them go. " They see no possibility
f real activity. That is why the most ardent among them are dissatisfied and
_Im.ist.lc_ All that these groups know about the war aims of the Allies are
Sjlfp'ries of British plans to cut Germany up in small pieces and render it im-
potent. The more they become convinced that Germany will be defeated, al-
hough fundamentally they hope that will not be the case; the more they
fear for the future.”

‘A Nowegian worker gives this report about a two- hour discussion he had
ith a German soldier:

. “As the soldier began to feel more at ease, he told me that as a metal
‘Worker he had previously been active in the labor movement. According
to his estimate, at least 80 per cent of Germany's soldiers are against Hit-
‘ler today. Feeling has become much stronger since the Russian war. Nev-
_ertheless he said that no one dares to do anything active against the Nazis.
Everyone thinks that most of his colleagues agree with him, but he can
never be certain whether or not one of them is a Nazi spy. They are all
.l't:uder the terrible pressure of the S8 and t?he Gestapo; all realize that the
slightest tronble will lead fo arrest.
. “This man and friends of his who shared his opinions always came
‘back to the same question—what about democracy? He asked: ‘After all
the mistakes leading to Hitler’s victory had been made in Germany, why
-did the Western Powers repeat them? Why did they help Hitler to be-
come so strong instead of destroying him at the beginning? My soldier
_believed that is was such considerations plus Hitler’s military success that
had completely undermined the confidence of many oppositional soldiers
in the democracies. They are more and more convinced that the Germans
will not be able to win the war but they have no idea what the end will
_be. ‘Some believe that a ‘negotiated peace’ Is still possible, others are con-

. vinceil that Germany will be completely desiroyed. Whenever one has . a
chance to tilk with oppositional Germans, one finds the same thing—
doubt about the democracies.”

. While opposing the artificially created idea that “nothing is happening
ver there, they stand behind Hitler,” we are not over-optimistic about the
future. It will depend at least as much on the workers in the Allied
: ﬁ_\'],lnt.ries as to what course the German workers take as on the German
L workers themselves. When independent workers’ action here convinces them
at they may hope for substantial help in their fight against a new Ver-
lles and for a socialist Germany, the causes which impede them from revo-
onary action will be greatly diminished.

- When we recently talked with a friend who was an influential member
of the Spartacus revolutionary movement in Germany during the First
orld War, he said: “You know, even two weeks before the actual outbreak
the revolution, we did not have the faintest hope that something was going
happen for a long time to come. .

April Issue of New International Appears

The April issue of The New Inter-
__.'onal will be off the press by the

e our readers receive this issue of
BOR ACTION. It is an extremely
restmg issue, including many
_tat_:_les which discuss present world
olitical problems. The table of con-
nts follows:

he editorial Notes of the Month

J. R. Johnson and Joseph Carter—a
discussion of Marxian economic the-
ory in relation to the Soviet Union.

The Situation in Europe, by Euro-
pacus—a- discussion article on the
national question.

The Social Roots of Opportunism,
by Gregory Zinoviev—Part II of the
“Archives” selection. \

“entitled War and the Colonies

Social Classes in India—Section II
e thesis of the Indian Trotsky-
rilliant analysis of the socidl
1 India.

1 Impudent Slander—a reply by
. to certain allegations in the last
e tﬂ Fourth International maga-

spects of Marxian Economics, by

The Partisan Review controvers
—a letter from Dwight Macdonalg
in reply to a recent article in The
New International which ecriticized
Partisan Review, together with a re-
ply to Macdonald by the NI editor.

Book reviews of Robert St. John's
“From the Land of the Silent Peo-
ple” by Jack Wilson and Gustav
Stolper's “Age. of Fable” by Irving
Howe.

{Continued from page 1)
double Sunday pay,” the PM corre-
spondent wrote.

Since the decisions of this confer-
ence are subject to ratification by the
locals, it is by no means certain that
the retreat of the union leaders will
be backed by the ranks of labor who
are getting tired of an appeasement
policy,

The ten-point. program submitted
to the “President and the Congress
of the United States for adoption,”
is contsined below.

Before analyzing it, which will be
done more theroughly in subsequent
issues of LABOR ACTION, we
would like to make a general point:
It is a “watered down” version of
the Murray plan, whose three basic
objectives were along the lines of
this ten-point program!

And what happened to the Murray
plan? Has the CIO dropped It?

Another question: How do the auto
workers' leaders propose fo carry
out: this plan? By retreating some
more ¢n’ every lssue?

rd

Pros and Cons on
PRO—

“The United Automobile, Aireraft
and Agricultural Implement Work--
ers of America (UAW-CIO), its
membership and officers, subscribe
to the proposition that the most
important task facing America to-
day is the winning of the war.
Everything else .is secondary!”"—
R. T. Thomas, president.

“Are you going to tell the Pres-
ident of the United States to go to
hell?” Richard T. Frankenstein,
executive board member.

“What we need is more and
greater national unity,” Nat Gan-
ley, business agent, Local 157, and
Stalinist hatchetman.-

“Labor will not rise to its re-
sponsibility unless it can life it-
self up from its own immediate
problems,” Victor Reuther, of the
Reuther family.

N

Y

UAW Confab
CON—

“We're not convinced that giving
up the double time is vital to win-
ning the war. Labor is making
sacrifices everywhere—we gave up
the right to strike, our brothers
and sons are dying in the trenches.
Can anyone show any signs that
the men who sign pay checks have
made one sacrifice!’, Don MeGill,
Buick Local of Flint.
~ “These men are deliberately mis-
leading us — Congress won't treat
us any better, not meatter what we
give up,” Arthur Shipley, Dodge
Local delegate,

“Many of our memblers are fight-
ing abroad. We must protect their
rights at home. On the West Coast
we have declared our willingness
to work for just living expenses if
management gives up profits. But

. they won’t give up any of their
profits,” Louis Soccone, General
Motors Local, Los Angeles.

/

Analysis of UAW Confab - -

Do the Auto Workers Union lead-
ers expect to kid anyone into think-
ing that any plan proposed by labor,
whether it is good or bad, will stand
a chance in a Congress packed with
poll-tax pollticians?

A union leadership which failed so
migerably to give labor constructive
and far-sighted direction, which re-
treats ignobly before every attack of
the labor -balters, is hardly one
which will struggle effectively for
any program adopted by the Auto
Workers Union.

Fresh lesdership in the unions
arid a new kind of congressman,
workers’ representatives chosen to
speak for the men in the plants as
labor congressmen, are an Indispen-
sable prerequiste to carry out a mil-
itant program that safeguards labor’s
interests in the war and afterward!
Or to carry out the good features of
the ten-point program submitted to
the Auto Workers Union.
© The UAW ten-point program fol-
lows:

1) End all war profiteering.

2) No luxuries in wartime; no war
millionaires.

3) Stop rising costs; prevent infla-
tion.

4) Rationing of all food, clothing,
housing and other necessities.

5) Adjustment of wages to meet
inereased living costs.

6) Security for dependent of men
and women in the armed services.

7) Moratorium on debts.

8) Labor’s contribution to produc-
tion. :

9) Post-war planning.

10) Upon the acceptance and adnp-
tion of the foregoing measures, we
agree that all wages for time over
40 hours shall be paid in the form of
non - negotiable Special Defense
Bonds.

West Coast Loggers Strike

Special to LABOR ACTION
Ey DONALD McDONALD

BURNEY, Cal—Local 6-269, Inter-
national Woodworkers of Ameriea,
CIO, struck the operations of the
Scott Lumber Co. here on March 27.
The strike came as the culmination
of a long series of violations of the
contract by the company.

Among the provisions .of the con-
tract were a closed shop, machinery
for the settlement of grievances, as
well as a regquirement that all cooks,
waitresses and bed makers have a
health certificate from a recognized
doctor. -

Since then a system ot medical
examination of all men employeeg
by the company doctor has been in-
stituted. It has turned out to be
more of an inquisition than a medi-
cal examination, as’is shown by the
questions asked: (1) Where -did you
work last? (2) What union do you

Plant Seized, but
Profits Keep Rolling

“War Labor Board officials are
ruefully wondering what good gov-
ernment seizure of plants is as a
means of deterring other employers
from obstrucfing settlement of labor
disputes. George P. McNear, Jr,
won't draw any salary as president
of the Toledo, Peoria & Western as
long as the road is managed by the
government, but officials point out
that as its principal stockholder Me-
Near stands to lose nothing.

“It was the sante, they say, with
the Navy's take-over of the Kearny
plant of the Federal Shipbuilding &
Drydock Co. During the period of
the Navy's operation, production is
reported to have increased appreci-
ably. The company paid the Navy a
management fee—not very large, ap-
parently—out of profits. Now the
same issue that closed the plants be-
fore—maintenance of membership—
is up again before the War Labor
Board."

From Business Week ma'gazlne,
April 4, 1942.

belong to? (3) Were you ever in a
strike?

Needless to say, most CIO men had
three strikes on them before they
even came up. This procedure was
verified by several applications.

Manager’s Strange Malady

The plant committee, in attempt-
ing to get a meeting with the com-
pany on this and other matters, was
refused an audience. A conciliator
wasg then requested of the Labor De-
partment. But upon his arrival the
company manager immediately re-
tired to his home and refused entry
to everyone on the ground that he
wasg sick. Upon-the deparfure of the
conciliation agent there was a re-
markable recovery by the manager.

An impasse having been reached,
a practically unanimous strike wvote
was taken and the men came out.
But sabotage of honest union action
was added by the reactionaries in
the IWA
declared it an outlaw strike. Then
the Stalinists in the state Industrial
Union Council played their usual
role of betrayal by bringing all pos-
sible pressure to bear to get the men
to give up their strike.

Emboldened by such action within
labor's own ranks and by Murray's
now notorious attempt to sign away
the right to strike, the Scott Lumber
Co. brought suit against Local 6-260
and threee of the Dyer brothers (ac-
tive militants) for $10,000. It se-
secured a temporary injunction re-
stralning the union from picketing.

Hearing This Week

A hearing for a permanent injunc-
tion is to be heard at Redding in the
Superior Court of Stasta County this
week. In this connection it might be
recalled fhat Shasta County is the
home of the anti-picketing ordinance
that was fought through the courts
by the CIO and was declared un-
constitutional by the U.S. Supreme
Court,

As a resull of all this pressure
from every possible source from
without, and of knifing from within,
the men have returned to work tem-
porarily. This upon the assurance of
John Steelman, conciliation agent,
that if the company refuses a meet-
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international office, who '

ing with them and a conciliation
agent on Monday, April 6, he will
certify the case to the War Labor
Board.

And then the old merry-go-round
of stall and bicker will start again.

From this example, not only the
workers involved but all IWA men
everywhere should take heed and
henceforth know what to expect
from Stalinist traitors, reactionary
union bureaucrats, petty county of-
ficials and government boards, and
resolve not to rely on such mirages
of promise but rather on their own
strength.

f

Boston Bus
Drivers Strike

BOSTON—Strikes in two bus com-
panies and a threatened stoppage in
a third company have brought the
owners of the local bus lines to the
realization that the workers do not
read William Green's promises of
“no strikes.”

Of lale, the bus companies—being
sure that the workers could not
strike because of the AFL's policy—
have been {rying to “nibble” away
at the union conditions.

In near-by Revere, conditions be-
came so intolerdble that the workers
went on strike despite the threats of
the Governor and Mayor. A mass
meeting in Lynn decided unani-
mously to strike the Eastern Massa-
chusetts Street Railway Co. in 27
cities and towns for refusing to re-
hire a worker who had been laid off.
The company agreed to rehire the
worker early the next day.

The workers on the Rapid Transit -

Bus Co. (Winthrop, Saugus, Malden
and East Boston) went on strike be-
cause the company has been forcing
the \drivers to paint buses, curb-
stones, sweep out buses and bus ter-
minals and other ‘work in between
trips.

It is interesting to note that the
strikes and threatened strikes were
not for salary increases or improve-
ment, of conditions, but to safeguard
what' they already had which the
bosses were trying to take away.

The workers have an agreement
with the company that does not ex-
pire until next August. As soon as
they went on strike, the owner of
the company, Judge Charles E.
Flynn, wired William Green of the
AFL (the bus drivers are all mem-
bers of the Street & Electric Railway
Employees of America, AFL) that
the strike was a violation of the un-
ion agreement and that thousands of
workers were kept from their jobs
in the war industries by this strike,
so wouldn't he please intervene.

The workers paid no attention to
the judge, nor to Green. They stayed
on strike not only until their griev-
ances were settled but after they had
drawn up a new air-tight agreement
with a seven-hour day guarantee in-
stead of six hours, and a salary in-
crease from 65 cents to 85 cents an
hour for the bus drivers and from
82 cents to 90 cents for mechanics,

Say, Mr. Reader?

What do you think of this papa:?
Interesting? Like it?

Why not make sure of getting LA-
BOR ACTION plus The New Inter-
national, a monthly soclalist magn-
zine, for six months for only $1.00?

Fill in the blank on page 2.

E. G. Budd Can't Lose—He
Profits from Both Sides

Special to LABOR ACTION
PHILADELPHIA —Does the Budd
family still proflt from ‘its foreign
companies?

Like every other wealthy indus-
trialist, Mr. Budd has always been
interested in making a dollar of
profit wherever he can. As a result
of this he has attempted to benefit
by setting up such companies in
various European countries as would
bring him a profit on his patents and
mass production methods.

In 1930 Budd organized the Budd
International Co. Of this subsidiary
the American company owns or did
own 82 per cent of the stock. Budd
International spread into England,
Germany and-Italy. From companies
in these countries Budd has made a
great deal qf money.

In Italy, Fiat Co., the great motor
and aviation works, has licensing
agreemenis with Budd whereby it
uses his patents on stainless steel and
other Budd industrial processes. The
stainless steel trains that Mussolini
rushes into Germany laden with food
.and soldiers going to the various bat-
tle fronts are paying heavy divi-
dends to the Fiat Co., which in turn
no doubt has paid Budd nieely for
his patents. .

In Germany, Budd has a 65 per
cent interest in the German Ambi-
Budd Presswerk. This company,
also using Budd industrial patents,
has played a big role in the rearm-
ament of Nazi Germany. Whether
Budd is reaping any profit on this
company at present we cannot tell
since no statement on operations has
been received since September, 1939.

(That was when Germany attacked
Poland and was the beginning of the
Second Imperialist World War.) We
know, however, that all German in-
dustrialists have made enormous
profits since Hitler came to power.
First, by the destruction of the labor
unios and,. second, by ‘the big war
contracts that Hitler handed to the
German industrialists in his prepa-

World at

(Continued from page 1)

mediately upon Cripps’ subminsion
of the British proposals Chiang
Kai-Shek urged, their acceptance
by the Indians. Behind Chiang
Kai-Shek there is undoubtedly the
fine hand of the American State
Department.

- Eest the entire smelly bmh@rr’vwkmnha& noe such gualmg, ecan:handle. ..

100 obvious as a sell-out, a seemingly
terrible wrangle is taking place over
the ‘issue of Indian defense. Nego-
tiations between the Indian leaders
and London are apparently dead-
locked at this moment. But what
exactly are the differences which
separate them? Nehru says that In-
dia will not accept a subordinate po-
sition in the plans for its defense.
Does he mean by this suspiciously
ambiguous formulation that India
must first be freed? Not in the least.
Nehru's interpretation of this state-
ment refers solely to adequate Indian
representation in the war committee
which will direct the defense of In-
dia against Japan.

And in this war or defense commit-
tee does Nehru demand Indian lead-
ership over military matters? No,
he concedes that this properly be-
longs in the hands of the British gen-
erals. Is there perhaps a dispute in
regard to the civilian head of In-
dian defense? No, there is not even
that. London is willing to give that
position to one of the Indian leaders,
perhaps to Nehru himself.

After all, why shouldn't the Brmsh
have an Indian in that post so long
as control of India still remains in
their hands? Who can better safely
mobilize the Indians for the Allied
war effort than an Indian nationalist
leader? Why have a situation as in
Malaya and especially Burma where
the native population was either pas-
sive toward or actively supporting
the Japanese invader? One must ad-
mit that even the British rulers are
capable of learning something from
the disintegration of the British Em-
pire, particularly when it is a device
for saving what remains of their co-
lonial rule.

Scorched Earih?

Perhaps the differences over In-
dian defense relate to the application
of the scorched earth? Raymond
Clapper reports from Calcutta to the
New York World-Telegram that:

The toughtest obstacle is the atti-
tude of some native indusirialists. A
visitor hears much complaint about
the Briiish, but for hard-shelled,
profit-hunting individualists, regard-
less of general consequences, the na-
tive industrialists would be hard to
beat. Example: Their agitation
against a ‘scorched earth’ policy, of
which the government presumably is
thinking in event of Japanese inva-
sion. Mr. Gandhi’s friend, the indus-
trialist, Mr. Birla, is one of the lead-
ing opponents of the scorched earth
policy. Several chambers of com-
merce, the Bengal Mill Owners Assn.
and other native Industrialists joined
in a petition to the government, op-
posing it as inadvisable and unnec-
sary.”.

This shows that the ascetic Gandhi

has behind him quite substantial in-

terests in the persons of the Indian

rations for the war. We have no
doubt that the German Ambi-Budd
Co. with its vital metal manufacto-
ries got its share of the war profits,
thereby giving Budd in America a
few more dollars in his bank account
and no doubt a lenlent attitude to
the savior of German big business
who started pouring the national in-
come of the German people into re-
armament long before the big shots
in England and France and America
started playing the same game.

In England, the Pressed Steel Ca.
was organized to do the same thing
that the Italian Fiat Co. and the
German Ambi-Budd Co. did—make
a lot of money for Brother Budd.
Thizs company also has shared in the
rearming of England and has poured
a fortune inte the Budd coffers.

In France, the Citroen Co. (the
. Ford of France) has paid royalties to
Budd since 1924 on his patents. To-
day the Citroen Co. is turning out
tanks and airplanes for the Nazis
and the Citroen stockholders who
formerly - collected dividends from
the French government are now just
as cheerfully making profits on Hit-
ler- war contracts,

‘From the above it can be seen
that Budd International just can’t
lose, no matter what happens. If the
Axis wins, he profits from Fiat, Cit-
roen and Ambi-Budd. If the United
Nations win, he profits from Pressed
Steel and the American Budd Co.

What is true of Budd is also true
of all the great companies—General
Motors, Standard Oil, du Pont, Mor-
gan and the rest. They have a finger
in every pie and pick out all the
plums. The workers of these great
corporations in all countries also
have something in common: low
wages, speed-up, high rate of indus-
trial accidents, slow starvation when
they are fired for trying to organize,
and the final sure reward — being
tossed aside by the company when it
can no longer mak.e a profit out of
their hides.

War - -

capitalists and landowners and that
he voices their interests. Gandhi is
certainly a shrewd article. One finds
him at the present time in the back-
ground, lest he soil his carefully cul-
tivated pose. He convenientily allows
Nehru to handle the negotiations. As
for war and violence, that still ap-
pals him, especially since Nehru,

that too.

Why a Conflict?
If Clapper’s report sheds consider-

able light on this aspect of Indian.

society it makes wvery little sense
with regard to the scorched earth
point that he was trying to make.
It is indeed difficult to imagine a
fight between the British rulers and
the native Indian capitalists on this
issue. Since when have the British
imperialists gone in strongly for
the scorched earth policy? Where is
the evidence? Certainly it was not
in Penang,
where the British preferred to leave
their properties to the Japanese con-
querors rather than to destroy them.

Even if the British have become,
as a result of their defeats, parti-
sans of the scorched earth policy,
we doubt veéry much that there are
differences between them and the
native capitalists on this issue.
Clapper does not present a true
picture when he tries to give the
impression of independent Indian
capitalists expressing concern for
their private property. The fact is
that British and not Indian capital
dominates the Indian economic
scene. The Bengal Mill Owners
Assn. may have petitioned the
government against application of
the scorched earth policy but does
not Mr. Clapper know that the
English managing agenis control
an actual majority of the .capital
of the Indian cotton companies?

When the decisive test came over
freedom for India the Indian na-
tionalists have played a wvacillating
role, because real freedom for the
Indians can be gained only by un-
leashing the energies of India's 390,-
000,000 people. The Indian Nehrus
and Gandhis fear this movement at
least as much as the British over-
lords.

They even call upon Roosevelt to
intervene in their behalf, and Louis
Johnson, Roosevelt's special repre-
sentative in India, is prepared at the
decisive moment to do so. In his
pocket he carries a personal letter
from Roosevelt to an important In-
dian leader. At the right time this
letter will be produced and every-
body will fall in line. Symbolically
it will certainly have its value. The
American colossus will demonstrate
once again its increasing influence in
the affairs of the rapidly collapsing
British Empire.

But no one, not even Roosevelt,
can or desires to underwrite' genuine
freedom for the Indian masses. This
remains their own immediate task.

And on this question the Indian
masses have still to be heard from.
It is they—not the British nor Gan-
dhi nor Nehru—who will finally de-

“scide. |

Malaya or Singapore, .

s




LABOR ACTION

Page 3

Why the Fascists Use
Anti-Semite Lies

(Continued from page 1)
ALL bankers are responsible for the war. The capitalist system of

- competitive imperialism has brought on the war.

Furthermore,

any capitalist administration—with or without Jewish connections
—would do just what the Roosevelt Administration is doing, name-
ly, prosecute the war in the interests of American imperialism.

Aside from the above fundamental facts, it so happens—as
has time and again been proved by figures—that the really big
and controlling fortunes of the country are not owned by Jews.
America’s “Sixty Families” are not Jewish. Those capitalists who
happen to be Jews are as like capitalists who happen to be Gen-
tiles, as peas in a pod. Also it so happens that the Roosevelt Ad-

minisration is not Jewish. There

is but a mere sprinkling of Jews

in and around the present government. But what difference does
it make whether a politician in.a capitalist government is Jew or
Gentile? Both are controlled by the same capitalist code.

Truth, however, is the least concern of Coughlin, Pelley, Kull-
gren, Christians, Smith, Kissinger and the other would-be founders
of fascism in America. They want the people to furn their anger against the
Jewish population, the overwhelming majority of whom are workers, small
storekeepers and small professional people struggling to earn a living. Thus
the real culprits, America’s “Sixty Families,” will remain in power—protected
by the ruthless dictatorship of the Nazis. The massges, fed up with war, are
supposed fo change the “Jewish” Roosevelt Administration for the “Chris-
tian” Coughlinites—instead of for their own working class government.

ANTI-SEMITISM—A FRAUD

A worker has but to look at the world today to realize the fraud of anti-
Semitism. Hitler annihilated the Jews, who, he says, are the cause of wars
and similar evils. But what a shambles the “pure Aryan” imperialists of Ger-
many have made of Europe! And how about the war the Japanese militarists
have waged for years against China and now throughout the East? Are there
“Jewish” bankers in Tokyo—but with slanting eyes and yellow skin—who are
responsible for the imperialist aspirations of Japan? Plainly anti-Semitism is

a frame-up.

Who stands to gain by hatred of the Jews?

Whe gained in Germany? Obvidusly the junkers and big industrialists—
and Hitler. While the Nazis were staging their orgy of pogroms, union head-
quarters were also destroyed, union printing presses were conflscated, union
leaders were murdered and jailed, militant workers were sent io concentra-

tion camps.

In a word, the only real weapon against exploitation, slavery and Nazi
bbrbarism—LABOR'S MIGHT—was broken UNDER COVER OF ANTI-SEM-
ITISM. Will the American workers let that happen here?

COUGHLIN ANTI-WAR STUFF A FAKE

Bagsing itself upon the people’s natural opposition to war, the Nazi-fascists
of America try to ingratiate themselves with the masses by being very much
antl-war and anti-administration—very much indeed.

Thus in an issue of Social Justice (January 12) is found deceptive matter

like the following:

“Let it be blunily stated that besides fighting for liberty, our American
boys will be expected fo regain the Malayan Peninsula not for the peeple
of Malaya or Great Britain, but for Sir John Hay and his legalized gang-
sters who own or conirol the Malayan Peninsula and the rubber racket

throughout the world.”

"This sounds like the real McCoy, doesn’t it? But—
What about the following treacherous Nazi tripe found in another issue

.of Social Justice (January 5):

“Any honest person will concede that Hitler and Hitlerism were pro-
tests against the old order dominated by Britain and the United States;
were spearheads of a2 ‘new order’ to dverthrp}v imperialism,”

"Thus in the eyes of Social Justice, British and Amerlcan imperialism are
very bad, but German imperialism is a shining “new order.” And Japanese
imperialism has the endorsement of God himself, according to Coughlin’s

mouthpiece. To quote again from it:

“Japan is almost barren of natural resources. Her people are prolific.
Is there not another law, mighter than the ‘Atlantic Charter,” which per-
mits a people to expand to unused territories? Is it not true that4he earth
is the Lord’s and the fuliness thereof?”

This is typieal of the double-talk
of the Coughlinites and their ilk,
When the imperialists' of the small
island of Great Britain moved into
Malaya, they became legalized gang-
sters—as indeed they did. But when
the imperialists of the small island
of Japan take possession, they are
only innocently expanding to “un-
used territories”—as indeed they def-
initely are not. For what has sud-
denly become of the poor, Malayans
for whom Social Justice was shed-
ding crocodile tears in the first que-
tation above?

To the inhabitants of the subju-
gated countries, an iron heel on the
neck hurts just as much whether the
foot above it belongs to an English-
man or a German, to an American or
a Japanese.

Any anti-war propaganda that
doesn’t take this position is a fake.
Any anti-war attitude that doesn’t
come out squarely for the end of
imperialism throughout the world,
but whitewashes Nazi imperialism
and. ealls it a “new order”—is dis-
honest and a fake. The would-be
founders of fascism in this country
are not opposed to war. They are
merely taking sides in the war.
They are helping the Nazis to win!

But from the viewpoint of the
worker, the winners of the war must
be the subjugated peoples and work-
ing classes of all the fighting nations
—s0 that there can be no other war
in the future. When the working-
peoples of the world establish them-
selves as the rulers of the world,
there will be no more wars. That is
the side of the war the workers must
be on., Any anti-war propaganda
that doesn’t say this—no matter how
true is sounds in spets—is counter-
feit.

So far two “strong” points of the
American Nazi - fascists’ propaganda
have been exposed. Their anti-Semi-
‘tism conceals a vicious program to
destroy organized labor. Their anti-
war propaganda is really support of
the Nazis in the war. The next arti-
cle in this series will deal with the
Nazi attempt to arouse their follow-
ers in this country to murder and
pillage, also their pretended opposi-
_tion to the “bankers and princes of
privilege.”

The reason they speak so big
against war is because ‘they hope to
win the support of the people that
way for their reactionary program.

Miserable Working Conditions Press
Missouri Croppers to Organize Union

Special to LABOR ACTION

MISSOURI — We have often de-
seribed in LABOR ACTION how
the landlords robbed the Missourl
sharecroppers of millions of dollars.
To put it briefly: the government
offered a planter, let us szay, $10 an
acre for his cotten; if grown by
sharecroppers, the cropper also was
to get $10 an acre. But if the land-
lord turned the sharecropper into a
day laborer, he got the whole $20.

That's how the Roosevelt govern-
ment brought in a “new deal” for
cotton . which resulted in sharecrop-
pers becoming day laborer at $1.25
a day for six weeks out of thirty-
six while the landlords pocketed all
the government subsidy.

How were ,the workers robbed?
The administration of the law was
turned over to three local commit-
teemen in each county. The share-
croppers had no vote in the election
of these committeemen. In the cot-
ton country, of course, and for that
matfer everywhere these committee-
men are white planters. Though
these white planters professed to be
“defending the white race against
the Negroes,” they chased out the
white sharecroppers ag flercely as
they chased out the Negroesand they
pay the white day laborer exactly
the same miserable pittance as the
black. )

So the government passed a law
that was written with a crooked

pencil and the landlords appointed
their own representatives to admin-
ister it. It was cooked up fo rob
both white and black alike. Though
the government knows what is
happening, it has done nothing. But
when some workers start to tell each
other “We must get together, black
and white, in the union to fight for
our rights,’ then the landlords and
their stooges start howling: “These
people are ‘enemies of democracy!
They are Jap agents.”

Isn't it true, Messrs. landlords, that
one year after the first roadside
demonstration, when you feared that
another one would take place, you
met in county after county in South-
east Missouri and passed resolutions

Thurman Arnold--Union Hater

In the fall of 1939 when Thurman
Arnold, head of the anti-trust divi-
sion of the Department of Justice,
started his union-busting drive, mis-
leadingly termed a “trust-busting
campaign,” he protested vehemently
that he was a friend of labor, that
his only intention was to help it.
Some liberal periodicals and journal-
ists even swallowed this story. He
and they were all for unions but
“sometimes unions weren't doing
right” and “sometimes they engaged
in jurisdictional strikes,” so natu-
rally someone had to call them to
account and it was just fine and
dandy to use the Department of Jus-
tice and the Sherman Anti-trust Act
to get at the unions—all *for the
sake of the unions,” of course.

This gallant “trust - buster” pro-
ceeded to help unions and the con-
sumer by starting criminal cases
against unions! For good measure
he threw in a few construction com-
panies. But up and down the line
he went against the building trade
unions and the teamsters. Fortu-
nately for the unions, the Supreme
Court for a change paid some at-
tention to the original purposes of
the Sherman Act and decided that
it did not apply to that type of case
which Arnold wasg prosecuting.

During the course of his campaign,
lasting well over a year, he distorted
the whole picture of the activities
of the building trade unions. Pri-
vate contractors, government hous-
ing officials, union leaders and dis-
interested experts pointed out that
the real reasons for the high cost of
housing were price increases in ma-
terials, big profits to builders and
landlords, and the terrific interest
charges levied by the banks for fi-
nancing such construction. This evi-
dence didn't trouble friend Arnold,
whose sole objective continued to be
the destruction of the hard-won
wage rates of the building workers.

Now Mr. Arnold comes into the

open for all to see him in his true
light. He thinks this is the time to
jump hard with both feet and hob-
nailed boots. When the whole boss
press, most of Congress, the big in-
dustrialists and all the professional
labor baiters are howling in full cry,
cooperating in their biggest anti-
union drive in several years, he adds
his voiee to their lies and distortions
and accuses union labor, emphasiz--
ing UNION, of being the cause of
all our ills. So, says he, unions in-
jure or destroy the farmer, the con-
sumer and independent business
man. - All this, remember, from the
man at the head of the government
department which is supposed to
curb and control the trusts, the big
monopolies which fix prices to the
buyer, which cooperate to pay as
little as possible to the agricultural
and industrial producer, which cut-
rate the small business man out of
existence, and which increase the
consumers’ cost of living, and fight
every attempt of their employees to
organize for decent conditions.

When we also consider that -even
Roosevelt, Nelson, Knudsen, Patter-
son and other big shots have just
recenily given the lie to the newest
crop of anti-labor charges and have
denied the need for restrictive laws,
Arnold’'s action appears eveén more
strongly as a deliberate contribution
to the attacks of big business in its

use of the war as a screen behind .

which it is trying to destroy the
American labor movement.

They haven't succeeded yet and
they won't, not even with Arnold’s
help. The unions with ‘all the faults
of their leadership ave at least wise
to this much, and the rank and file
won't and the leaders ‘dare not ac-
cept or allow the passage of union-
baiting legislation.

A suggestion: Instead of wasting
time on all this bunk why not re-
move Arnold and replace him with

someone who will devote his time
to carry out the aims of the anti-
trust law. Arnold can go back to
Yale or get a job as personnel di-
rector with the National Association
of Manufacturers. The Sherman Act
was used for its first fifty years as
a camouflage for attacks on unions,
The history of that usage is dirty
enough without Arnold's additions.

““Off Limits for the
25th Infantry”

Twenty places of public accommo-
dation and recreation in Walla Walla,
Wash.,, have barred Negro soldiers
of the 25th Infantry, and that ban
has been officially enforced by the
Army, according to a release of the
NAACP. These places have been de-
clared “OFF LIMITS for all soldiers
of the 25th Infantry.”

The People's Voice, New York
Negro paper, carried the following
pointed editorial comment:

“Recalling that the state of Wash-
ington, on the Pacific Coast, has
dalready been included in the terri-
tory most liable to attack by the
Japs if and when—PV wonders if
those business men will show the
same reluctance to admit Negro
soldiers to their store when leok-
ing for protection from invaders.”

Tee Hee Dept., or
How PM Gets a Scoop

In her review of the motion pic-
ture, “The Male;-Animal,” Cecelia
Ager, movie reviewer of the New
York daily, PM, refers to Bartolomeo
Vanzetti as “the martyred liberal.”

Doesn’'t Miss Ager know that Van-
zetti was an anarchist when he was
framed in the famous Sacco and
Vanzetti case? Or does she think
that he too has “reformed"?

asking the government o change the
law? Why did you do this? You did
it because you were afraid that the
demonstration might develop into a
mass movement and the workers
would leave Misscuri, and you would
have mo labor. You passed those
resolutions also because you knew
of the miserable, the scandalous con-
dition of the workers, and you were
afraid that the government would
pass a minimum wage bill. Also
those of you who had a bit more vi-
sion than the rest didn't want pub-
lic attention drawn to what was the
most disgraceful situation in Amer-
ica.

The workers foolishly allowed
themselves to be persuaded into
keeping quiet; the government in
Washington did nothing, as wusual,
and the workers were left empty-
handed.

Nothing Has Changed

Now nothing has changed. When
the workers want to organize today
and get a dollar or two per day extra
the landlords who passed the resolu-
tion asking the government to

change the law, begin to spread ru-,

mors about “Jap agents” and to say
that the Workers Party and LABOR
ACTION are responsible for the un-
rest in Southeast Missouri. The
Workers Party and LABOR ACTION
are not responsible for the condi-
tion in Missouri. If we were re-
sponsible it would be very differ-
ent from what it is.

Every worker would get at least
$30 for a 30-hour week and time and
a half for overtime. That would be
to begin with and we would look to
the powerful organized unions of the
workers, both black and white unit-

* ed together and doing the same work

and suffering the same difficulfies.
For we know that only the organiza-
tion of the workers will get them
anything and help them to keep it.

The landlords are now pocketing
larger profits than ever. They have
a fine market. The government
wants cotton. The landlords. still get
the fat subsidies. They haven't
rushed off to Washington say: “Take
the grants away. We want to sac-
rifice for the war.”

No, but the poor laborers must
go on at $1.25 with prices rising and
food and clothes costing one and a
half times as much as in 1939.

How long do the planters and
their friends think that the share-
croppers will stand for this sort of
misearable life? The sharecroppers
know that the landlords are raking
in profits. And they know that it is
their right to demand a share of
those profits in the form of increased
wages. It is their right and they
mean to get it.

These are the conditions which
press the croppers to union organ-
ization. A

Two Negro
Soldiers Killed
In Fort Dix

(See editorial on page 4, “Tra-
gedy at Fort Dix.”) 2,
Two Negro soldiers and one white
military policeman from Honey
Camp, Va., were killed last week in
a 15-minute batile at Fort Dix. Five
Negro soldiers were wounded.

The trouble began when a group
of Negro and Southern white sol- .
diers had a quarrel as to who should:
use a telephone booth first. . The
Southern MP from Homey Camp,
Va., interfered and began chasing a
Negro soldier. “When he saw that
he could not overtake him,” says
the official Army report, “he fired
one shot, calling him to halt.”

According to the Army report, “a .
fusillade of shots” was then" fi
from the barracks of the colored
troops.. .

The New York newspaper, PM,
conducted an independent investiga-
tion which came to the conclusion
that:

“The sources of prejudice are:

“Southern firebrands transferred e
from Dix to other camps. :

“Civilian bigots in fowns mnear
Fort Dix, some of whom go out of
their way to insult and disparage
Negro troops.”

PM reports that “saloon and res-
taurant keepers in the neighborhood
repeatedly insulted Negroes to drive
them away."

It was this anti-Negro pressure
which laid the basis for the tragic
brawl. According to. PM, however,
there is considerable basis for doubt-
ing the accuracy of the initial Army
report, since “The fight couldn’t have
developed in that fashion, unless the
Negroes in the barracks had their
rifles loaded. This is unlikely be-
cause the men must have stolen the
ammunition from the practice range,
a serious infraction of rules; and it
isn't likely they left it in their rifles,
where the first inspection would
have shown them up.”

PM further reports that it was
the general opinion that the white
MP had no business starting the
shooting. It says that George Sher-
man, manager of the Military Sports.
Palace, where the fight began, “was
convinced that the shooting was un-
necessary....” :

“This conviction was echoed by
an EMP
“I'm sure it would never have

happened if colored MP's were on
the job,” he said.

“Others bore out this view. The _
fleeing Negro was racing for his
own barracks, only 25 yards away. .
If the MP had merely continued to
chase him, the winess said, he
probably could have collared his
man in the barracks without trou-
ble because the fleeing man had
no choice but to enter the bar-
racks or race around them across
open flats of land where he could
have been spotted easily.” ;

Readers of

St. Louis Sta r;Times

Writer Replies to
LABOR ACTION

The following leiter has been re-
ceived by LABOR ACTION in reply
to a letter sent to the St. Louis
Star-Times on March 21 by Irving
Howe, managing editor of LABOR
ACTION. That letter attacked cer-
tain references to LABOR ACTION
which appeared in the St. Louis
Star-Times. The reply of the St.
Louis Star-Times writer, Karl Pret-
schold, follows together with a brief
note by the editor of LABOR AC-
TION.

1 L ]

Dear Mr. Howe:

In your recent letter to the man-
aging editor of the Star-Times con-
cerning a news story I wrote about
the Sikeston lynching and the grand
jury 'investigation which followed it
you make twe poihts, (1) that LA-
BOR ACTION was referred to as
the official organ of the Socialist
Workers Party; (2) that “a slander-
ous and vicious implication” was
created by mention of the Pacific
Movement -in the same news story
which mentioned LABOR ACTION.

As to the first point, I was wrong,
as I have since learned. I simply did
not know that LABOR ACTION was
not the organ of the Socialist Work-
ers Party. I am not as well informed
on left-wing groups and publica-
tions as you seem tfo think I am.

Mention of the “Social Workers'
Party” is, of course, a typographical

- error.

As to the second, and to my mind
more serious charge, that you make:
There was no intention of linking
the Paeific Movement with organ-
jzing aetivities in New Madrid
County or the distribution of LA-
BOR ACTION. I disagree strongly
with your statement that there is an
“obvious implication that the al-
leged activities of the Socialist Work-
ers Party and/or LABOR ACTION
are in some way connected with the
‘pro-Japanese Pacific Movement.'”

There was no such implication in-
‘tended. There was no attempt to use

“one of the oldest tricks of journal-
ism.”

I sought merely to record the com-
munity state of mind, the atmo-
sphere of tension which existed at
the time the grand jury met. I tried
to show that all activities, however
unrelated in actual fact, were in
many minds lumped together as
“subversive,” This community re-
fusal to distinguish between move-
ments, efforts to organize and pro-
tests over the 'lynching were parts
of 1he “atmosphere of tension”
which I mentioned in my news story.

The attitude of the Star-Times to-
ward the lynching of Wright, the
investigation which followed and
particularly the charge which was
given the jury by Judge McDowell
and the failure of the jury to return
indictments are set out in editorials
published in the Star-Times. I am
enclosing copies of those editorials
which, apparently, you did not see.
I believe that if my news story
about which you complained is read
in the light of the views expressed
in those editorials the “implications”
which you read into the news story
disappear. )

Karl Pretshold.

(We are glad to receive this letter
from Mr. Pretschold acknowledging
his error as to the auspices of LA-
BOR ACTION and disavowing any
intention of -attempting to connect
LABOR ACTION with the pro-Jap-
anese Pacific Movement.
our original opinion that in the con-
text of Mr. Pretschold’s article, in
which reference to the Pacific Move-
ment was immediately followed by
description of alleged - activities of
LABOR ACTION without any dif-
ferentiation between the two, there
was a clear possibility of crealing
an implication in the minds of read-
ers that the two were in some way
connected. But we are pleased to
record Mr. Pretschold’s statement
disavowing any such intentions, re-
gretting, however, that—to the best
of our knowledge —the St. Louis
Star-Times has not yet seen fit to
print our letter as well as Mr. Pret-
schold’s réply in order to clarify ifs
readers.—Edifors.) :

We retain '

Tabor dction Jake the Floov ...

A Note from

Missouri

Dear Editor:

Your paper is read by me with
great interest and I'm sure by thou-
sands of people who are clamoring
for noble truth. Should be read by
free thinking people who have free-
dom at heart.

I am submitting to you one of my
poems which is written for mothers
and it is my wish that all mothers
may understand its true meaning,
titled: -“All Mothers Dear.”

I am giving LABOR ACTION per-
mission to publish same for the good
it might do for downtrodden human-
ity.

C.C.
Newburgh, Mo. ¢
L]

(LABOR ACTION thanks reader
C.C. for his contribution as well as
for his good wishes. Due to severe
space limitations, we eannot publish
his poem, though we feel gratified at
his kindness in sending it.—Editor.)

. New International in

Letter to The Nation
On War Position

Dear Editor: )

Your readers will doubtless be in-
terested in the following letter which
I have sent to The Nation.

Albert Gates, Editor,
The New International

Dear Sirs:

In the March 21 issue of The Na-
tion there appeared a letter from
Dwight Macdonald regarding the
Stalinist attack on left-wing refugees

in Mexico, and a reply by the edit-.

ors. It goes without saying that we
agree completely with Macdonald’s
letter. We regard the Stalinist at-
tack on these anti-faseist fighters as
only another instance of GPU meth-
ods in dealing with political oppo-
nents within the general working

class political movement. I was,
therefore, happy to read that you
rejected the Stalinist charges against
Serge, Regler, Muniz, Gorkin and
Pivert.

In reply to the specific question
which Mr. Macdonald asked you, ie.,
whether one becomes a tool of fas-
cism “if one opposes the present con-
duct of the war as imperialistic,” you
have made a questionable distine-
tion between a tool and an agent.
You say that opposition to the pres-
ent war on any ground whatever,
makes one a tool of fascism—but
vou add ‘“a tool is not an agent.”
The distinction you make is too fine
to involve a fundamental difference.
The reason such a distinetion is
made in the first ‘place, is because
The Nation would like to distin-
guish between fascist opponents of
the war and the position of inter-
national socialists, who are opposed
to all imperialist war. Otherwise,
fhe distinction would not be neces-
sary. But 'on the same grounds as
The Nation resls its case, Hitler
would say that an international so-
cialist is an agent of Roosevelt or
Churchill. ;

I write this letter to you, however,
to sharply dissent from your basic
point of view. Revolutionary social-
ists are, above all, internationalists.
Surely The Nation knows that our
opposition to this war as i.mperialist
obtains from our opposition to world
capitalism and from the conviction
that there is no hope for humanity,
not only in the United States, but in
the whole world, so long as capital-
ism, that is to say, imperialism, con-
tinues to exist. The fact that three
totalitarian states are in alliance
against two capitalist - democratic
states, one totalitarian state, one
military dictatorship, ete, cannot
fundamentally alter the point of
view of international socialism that
this very war and the alliances
could not exist except under the so-
cial order of capitalism.

Socialism, as the editors of The
Nation well know, seeks to eradi-
cate - the basie causes for war, un-
employment, poverty and fascism,
,which it knows are the products of
' capitalism. No matter what the out-

come of this war, no matter who
wins, on the continued existence of
capitalism, none of these phenomena
will be abolished. The Nation pro-
ceeds in its thinking obviously on the
theory of the lesser evil. That Brit-
ish or American imperialism, or Sta-
linism, now that it is no longer in
alliance with Hitler, is a lesser evil
in comparison with Hitler.
As a revolutionary socialist and an
ardent anti-fascist, I am only too
well acquainted with the barbarism
of fascism and the imperialist aims
of Hitler and Co. But I, together
with thousands of other international
socialists, sought to prevent the wvie-
tory of Hitler in Germany long be-
fore he came to power, at a time
when the German Social Democracy
and the German Stalinist Party re-
fused to unite in a common struggle
against the scourge, when the demo-
cratic-imperialists did everything in
their power to aid and rearm Hitler.
One of the most powerful “ideas”
making certain this victory of Hit-
ler was that of the lesser evil (Brue-
ning is a lesser evil as compared to
Hitler; Dolfuss is a lesser evil as
7 compared to the Nazis). This theory
destroyed the resistive powers of the
German and Austrian working class.
International socialists oppose this
theory because it insures the con-
tinued existence of the social order
which breeds and brings to power
the fascist political system. I em-
phasize “political system” because
Germany, Italy and Japan remain
capitalist-imperialist nations. Inter-
national socialists are for socialism,
not only in the United States, or
Great Britain. We are for word
socialism as the only way to abolish
all the evils of modern class society.

Whether this war ends in a stale-
" mate or whether the United Nations
win, the ecrucial social problems which
prevailed prior to the outbreak of the
war and which continue fo prevail in
the very midst of the war, will remain
only to bring about conditions for a
new war. That is why we stand for
socialism now and that is why. we
dissent so vigorously from your ed-
itorial comment, to wit, that a social-
ist opposition to the war makes one
a “tool of Hitler.”

Froma Ffiend

In Californa

Dear Editor:

I acknowledge receipt of three
sample copies of your paper. Also I
have received your form letter ad-
dressed to ex-American Guardian -
readers. For all of which, I thank =
you. ; 7
In nearly fifty years of living (par-
don me, T mean “existing”) on this
little old planet I believe I have .
learned enough to “know almest all

' of the answers”—and have acquired

just about all of that learning the
“hard” way—a costly education and
a lasting one, branded so deeply into.
my fibers that there isn't much left
of the fibers.

In view of the above, I don't know
why I am taking on a subscription.
to your paper unless it be that I °
like to be in good company (and the
good Lord knows I'm in a helluva
spot for THAT here in .. , Cal),
so help me Hannah!

Further, I like to feel that perhaps
my humble, simple subscription may
possibly mean just a little bit added
moral support to the cause and the
fundamental principles involved, and
to my fellow humans who still have:
enough “fiber” left in you to “carry’
on” as you are doing. More power
to you and may your tribe increase.

I have studied the world scene
closely for a long time now, both
subjectively and objectively, philo-
sophically — and sometimes, er, not
philosophically—and I have had
long periods of high hopes and pe-
riods of dashed hopes. Tonight, as T
write this, well, perhaps I am feel-
ing just a bit “low” in spirit. . =

For you see, I am disappointed,
fairly to the point of nausea, with
humanity in general and most all of
my personal acquaintances in partic-
ular. I sometimes wonder—tonight ig
just another time—whether human-
ity, collectively or individually, is
worth helping, whether they are
worthy -of as much consideration as
an ant or a bee or a hog? (I told
you I am feeling very “low” tonight.)

el C.L.
Calitornii _

o




LABOR ACTION

LABOR MUST DEFEND ITSELF!
1. Hands off the right to strike! For the
defense . of civil rights and all workers’
rights! Against any wartime dictatorship
measures/

Thirty hours a week; thirty dollars the
minimum wage; time and a half for over-
time! Rehire the jobless millions by a
six-hour shift!

Wage increases which meet rising costs!
No sales tax on consumer goods; no taxes
on wages! Freeze rents and food and
clothing prices at the 1940 level to stop
the riez in the cost of living!

Fa zovernment condract without a union
eontract! The closed shop in all war in-
dustries!
Maintain and increuse all government so-
cial services!

2’

3.

5..

SOAK THE RICH—LET THEM
PAY FOR THEIR WAR!

6. A gmrnmenl' levy on capital to cover the
costs of the imperialist war! Conﬁsmls
all war profits!

Conscript all war industries under umrb-
ers’ control!

Exproriate the “Sixty Families”—the 3
per cent of the people who ewn 96 per
cent of the national wealth!

LABOR ACTION’S PLATFORM

Against-Both Imperialist War Camps! For the Victory of World
‘ Labor and the Colonial Peoples! For the Victory |
o of the Third Camp of Socialism!

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
TO THE DRAFTEES!

9. The right of free speeeh, free press
and free assembly for the men in the
armed forces!

10. Sixty dollars a month minimum fnr
draftees!

SMASH JIM CROW!
11. Down swith Jim Crow and anti-Semitism
All discrimination aguinst Negroes in
the Army and Navy, or by employers in
indlulry,mb.mdccmwlof-
fense!

BE PREPARED!
13. F& Workers’ Defense Guards, trained
and controlled by the unions, against
vigilante and fascist attacks!

For an Independent Labor Party and
a Workers’ Government! No political
support to the Roosevelt government!

For Peace Through Socialism! For im-
mediate independence of all colonies!
Only a socialist world will destroy capi-
talist imperialiem ond fascist barbar-
ism. For a League af Socialist Nations!

14.

15.

Tragedy at
Fort Dix

~ The death of two Negro soldiers and
one Southern white MP, as well as the
wounding of five Negro soldiers, is another
in the regular series of such incidents. Ac-
cording to the New York newspaper PM,
~ the white MP, whose "'shot in the air’” be-
gan the fight, was acting out of general
" anti-Negro bias rather than because of
‘specific provocation in accordance with the
military statutes, which rule that an MP
_is not to use his gun unless his life is en-
Idangered P

Regardless, however, of the specific in-
cldents that provoked the tragic flare-up
~at Fort Dix, there is one thing that is cer-
tain: It is part of a nation-wide pattern of

Jim Crowism and discrimination. This in-
cident is one of a chain; it comes after the

- anti-Negro riot in Fort Bragge, after the
‘beating of Negro soldiers by white civilians
in Louisiana, after the murder of Sergeant
Thomas Foster in Little Rock, Ark., when
" he attempted to protect Negro troops from
white policemen,

And it comes after the
- Sikeston.

The ““war for democracy,” rather than
_resulting ‘in at least a tempbrary decline
_in Jim Crowism, has on the contrary great-
ly increased the virulence of the Negro-
haters. They feel a universal dread lest the
Negro take_this talk about “democracy”
seriously and begin to apply it at home;
‘they feel the need for ‘‘putting the Negro
“in his place.”

Each time that such an incident takes
place in.an army camp there is an attempt
o blame the Negro soldiers. Yet, peculiar-
y enough, it is always the Negro soldiers
‘who suffer the most casualties; it is al-
. ways they who are beaten and shot.

- No attempts to hush this, or similar, in-
‘cidents can succeed in solving the prob-
lem. The Negro people will not—they dare
‘not—be quiet. Nor can any decent, mili-
tant white worker be quiet.

" PM’s articles show the real cause of
these riots. Southern MP’s are put in con-
trol over Negro troops—and they attempt
o apply the lynch law of open, blustering
‘violence to Negro soldiers, some of whom
_are not ready to submit to such humilia-
tions.

In Fort Dix, for instance, some 50 South-
ern white MP’s were in charge of Negro
troops. They treated Negroes like dirt and
it was inevitable that hell would break loose
despite the fact that Negro soldiers got
along well with Northern white soldiers.
Negraes have o right to demand that
either Negro troops be policed by Negro
MPs or sympathetic white MP’s and that
Southern white MP’s be removed; or that
if Southern white MP’s are retained, that
ey be_instructed by the proper military
l.ll'borlhes that any act of racial discrimi-

ation or violence against Megro troops
ll be considered punishable.

‘Last week President Roosevelt made a
atement — sweeping if vague — against
im Crowism in industry. But he 'is com-

lynching in

mander-in-chief of the U. S. Army. He has
the power to give an order such as has been
suggested above and see to it that it is en-
forced. Otherwise, how can anyone take
seriously his protestations against Jim
Crowism in industry, when he refuses to
do anything about Jim Crowism’s most vi-
cious manifestation in the very army of
which he is commander-in-chief?

Standard Qil
Has Its Friends

Last week LABOR ACTION devoted its

lead story fo the stunning exposé of how™

Standard Oil kept patent secrets from the
U. S. government but made them available
to Hitler, and how it continually helped the
Nazis and fascists in order to make more
profits.

In case you may wonder how Standard
Oil got away with this sort of thing, how
it could do this with the knowledge of the
State Department, and in case you wonder
what kind of treatment Standard Oil can
expect from the government, we print be-
low a partial list of names of_high govern-
ment officials' who are or have been con-
nected with Standard Oil:

Walter Teagle, chairman of Standard’s
board, is a member of the War Labor
Board;

Senator Tom Connally, a member of the
Senate Investigating Committee, is at-
tached to Standard Qil through his interest
in Humble Oil and Refmmg, the Texqs sub-
sidiary of Standard Oil;

Philip Reed, cholrman of the board of
General Electric (one of the few companies
closely enough associated with Standard
Oil to be let in on'the butyl process secret)
is head of the industries branch of the War
Production Board;

Robert Patterson, Undersecretary of
War, was formerly engaged in law prac-
tice for Standard Oll;

General W. B. Pyron, of the War Depart-
ment, who was a Gulf vice-president until
a few months ago;

Dean Acheson, an Undersecretary of
State, who was in the employ of Standard-
Oil until he got his government job.

Now you can understand why Standard
Oil could finagle as it did without molesta-
tion from'the government; it has its friends
in every important governmental niche. It's
the same old story—the capitalist govern-
ment officials profectmg capitalist corpo-
rations.
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Why the Atlantic Charter

Startling ‘confirmation of LABOR
ACTION'S claim that the Allied gov-
ernments, because of their imperial-
ist natwre and program, are incapa-
ble of stimulating the German work-
ers and soldiers to revolt against Hit-
ler, came from an unusual source
last week—a dispatch from the ultra-
conservative New York. Times re-
porter, George Axelsson.

Axelsson begins: “Adolf Hitler is
not worrying that the German peo--
ple will abandon him. The out-
standing reason why the people still
support him is fear—not fear of the
Gestapo, but fear of the consequen-
ces of defeat.”

This -fear of what an Allied vic-
tory would mean to them as ordi-
nary people of Germany who are
not Nazis has received “scientific
nursing” from: Dr. Goebbels, Hitler's
ace propagandist. And, what is most
significant, “the Atlantic charter did
nothing to allay the fear of the con-
sequences of defeat.”

“There is another reason why Hit-

Petain Government
Sentences Socialists
Of Spain

Pursuing its vile course --as an
agent for Hitler Germany and Fran-
co: Spain, the Petain-Vichy govern-
ment has sentenced to long years of
prison several leaders of the Spanish
POUM who fled to France after the
collapse of the Spamsh Loyahst gov-
ernment.

These men were’ taken from the
French - established = concentration
camps at Montauban, brought. before
a military tribunal without defense
rights, accused of organizing a polit-
ical party in France and then- sen-
tenced.

The following
handed out:

Solano — former general secretary
of the POUM Youth—20 years at
hard labor.

Jose Rodes—POUM leader'in Le-
rida—15 years.

Ignacio Iglesias—former editor of
La Bz%talla of Barcelona—12 years.

Juan Andrade — former left-wing
POUM leader—5 years.

Comubella, Pons and Zaynelas-—
POUM leaders—5 years each.

Eight other members received
from 6 months to 4 years each.

These men, all of them militant so-
cialists and fighters against Franco

sentences were

_ fascism during the Spanish.. civil

war, are but the latest of rﬁany ref-
ugee victims of the Hitler  puppet
government at Vichy. They will be
freed by the French workers in the
course of the coming people’s revo-
lution against Hitler-dominated Eu-
rope! g

Congress

{Continued from page 1)

In the first place, all three propo-
sals are fake because they regulate
merely percentage of profit on the
face value of contracts received and
say nothing about percentage of
profit on the total capital invest-
ment the contractor needs for the
contract—which is the real and usual
way to calculate profits. The evi-
dence brought out by the Truman
and Vinson committees has shown
that many corporations averaging
.between ‘6 and 10 per cent profit on
their government contracts are actu-
ally making profits from 50 to 300
per cent on their capital investment.

For instance, James E. Barnes,
Washington lobbyist for the Todd
Shipbuilding Corp., iestified before
the Senate Naval Affairs Committee

on Feb 5 that his company will
make $20,000,000 profit this year, af-
ter 41l taxes have been deducted, on

a total capital investment of $40,000,-
000 from contracts providing “only”
10 per cent profit of the contract's
face value.

An even better example is that -of
the giant corporation, General Mo-
tors. This huge monopoly has al-
ready amassed war contracts with
face value aggregating $6,000,000,000.
If General Motors is limited to a
profit on its contracts of “only” 6
per cent, as the House proposal
would specify, it would still make

ler’s hold on the people remains firm
in these days of their trial: the prop-
aganda of the United Nations has not
been able fo shake the conviction fa-
thered by Dr. Goebbels as to what
is in store for the Germans in the
way of political organization of the
state in case of defeat mor to dispel
doubts aboul the sincerity of the At-
lantic Charter.”

These are important statements.
They require careful consideration.
For out of them we can come to a
real understanding of the political
incapacity of the Allied imperialists
to stimulate revolution in Germany
as well as to a program on how to
achieve this objective.

What Life Will Be Ours?

Axelsson's testimony is not unique.
It is, on the contrary, typical of all
reports from Germany, which say,
as the Swiss magazine, Die Welt-
woche, reports, that the people keep
asking one question: “What Iife will
be ours after this war?”

Why is it, after all, that the Ger-
man people have “doubts about the
sincerity of the Atlantic Charter”?

They have doubts about the nature
of the war because they can see that
the words of the Atlantic Charter
are mere words.. They can see—and
this Hitler, for his own reactionary
purposes, is willing to let them see
—that England obstinately refuses
to grant India-its independence, that
the Atlantic Charter is a mockery in
relation~to the people of ‘Africa.

What faith can. they have in Roo-
sevelt’'s “four ‘freedoms™ when  they
read’ of the Sikeston lynching, of the
drive against labor,-of the Fort. D1x
incident? -

Why They Fear Defeat

And why fis it that they have “fear
of the consequences of defeat”? Be-
cause they read the propaganda of

~the American and British imperial-

ists, who advocate the political and
economic dismemberment of the
German people (who are to be made
to suffer because of the crimes of
Hitler.) They read the speeches of
the British Lord Vansittart, powerful
official in the British government,
who is in favor of exterminating the
German people. They remember the
last Versailles, and understand that
nothing better awaits them from a
victorious Allied camp—except a
super-Versailles.

So, even though they may grum-
ble against Hitler, even though
there is considerable discontent, the
Allies cannot offer a political pro-
gram, a banner to rally the German
people to revolutionary action.

Once again we see the proof of
what we have been writihg for some
time now: IT IS ONLY BY THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF WORKERS
GOVERNMENTS IN THE ALLIED

$360,000,000 clear profit—represent-
ing about a 25 per cent profit on its
total capital investment.

A second reason why all three
proposals would be ineffective in
curbing profits is their failure to pro-
vide adequate safeguards against
various shady bookkeeping devices,
by means of which corporations pad
their costs with fictitious items in
order to conceal their real profits.
For instance, corporations frequently
pile thelr profits into so-called “con-
tingency” and “reserve” funds which
are not counted as profits and thus
mark off- large sums from the
amount that they are taxed on.

Fake Reserve Funds

Thus U. S. Steel last year put aside
$25,000,000 in a contingency fund, in-
creased its depreciation allowance by

. $14,000,000 and marked off $10,000,-

000 - for emergency plant amortiza-
tion, thus concealing - $49,000,000
which would otherwise have been
taxed.

Another faverite method by which
corporatiops conceal their real prof-
its is zh the payment of exor-
bitant salaries and- bonuses to top
executives. Edmund Toland, coun-
sel for the House Naval Committee,
reported on March 25 that a sample
survey of 15 companies handling
naval contracts had shown t the
salaries and bonuses of their officials
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Can’t Break Hitler’s Rule

COUNTRIES THAT IT IS POSSI-
BLE TO GAIN THE CONFIDENCE
OF THE GERMAN PEOPLE AND
RALLY THEM TO ACTIVE ANTI-
HITLER STRUGGLE!

Workers' governments in the Al-
lied countries could prove by action
that they have no imperialist mo-
tives, that they do not intend to
make the German people suffer after
the war. Workers' governments in
the Allied countries could speak to
the German workers as brothers in
the common cause against Hitlerism
and imperialism.

In that way a double blow could
be struck for humanity: the aboli-
tion of Hitlerism and fascism, as
well as the ending of the war.

ALCOA’s Deadl
With Nazis==--

(Coniinued from page 1)

strict production and not pay any
atlention to the tremendous growth
of German aluminum production, so
long as the Germans did not try to
compete 'with ALCOA—that is,. so
long as no one tried to lower AL-
- COA’s towering price structure.

The same arrangement was being
worked in magnesium.

Once again big business is shown
up for what it is; it has no interest
in fighting fascism, it is in fact a
bosom ally of fascism and takes to
it like a duck to water. Its only in-
terest in promoting the present war
is: PROFITS, PROFITS AND MORE
PROFITS!

"LABOR ACTION has a proposal
to end this sort of sdandal. We say:
CONSCRIPT ALL WAR INDUS-
TRIES UNDER WORKERS' CON-
TROL! CONFISCATE- ALL WAR
PROFITS! !

Given this, there could not be
secret deals between such monopo-
lies as ALCOA or Standard Oil and
fascist Germany or Italy or Japan!

The workers are the true anti-fas-
cists. The workers are not interested
in war profits. They don't make
deals with Hitler.

We say even more:
power to a workers’ government!
Then we would have a frue fight
against fascism. Under such con-
ditions it would be impossible for
the capitalist class to profit from
the war; it would be impossible
for them to be In league with the
fascists, here or abroad. It would
-make possible the establishment of
a decent society, a society of gen-
uine peace, and real improvement
of the living standards of all the
people. Given such a government,
given socialism, wé could really
smash imperialism and fascist bar-
barism!

All political

Knifes Profit Bill - -

in 1941 ranged from 22 to 1331 per
cent above the 1934 level

On- the same day, Representative
Albert Gore of Tennessee presented
a long list of corporation executives
who got bonuses up to $100,000 last
year as their companies cashed in on
the war boom.

Of the three proposals, the most
obviously ineffective—and the one
most likely to pass—is the Nelson
plan to give Army and Navy officials
power to reopen contracts in case of
“unreasonable” profits. This propo-
sal is ineffective because it does not
state what constitutes “unreasonable”
profits dut leaves that to the judg-

_ ment of those officials who are them-

selves respongible for the original
contracts,

“Psychological” Value Only

This is why certain senators have
been quoted in the New York Times
as-saying that the Nelson plan was
“of mere psychological value” which
would 'obtain only “nominal profit
control" And that's putting it mildly!

The 2 to 10 per cent sliding scale
of profit proposal, which has met
with declsive defeat, is hardly much
better. It would not prevent corpo-
rations from splitting up their large
contracts into many smaller con-
tracts and sub-contracts and thus get
profits on the higher rate instead of
the lower one, ’

" For instance, General Motors could
split its: $6,000,000,000. worth of con-
tracts among its 90 factories in such
a way that each contract would have
a face value of a few million dol-
lars, on each of which a profit of 6
to 10 per cent would be allowed;
whereas if the contracts were added
up and taken as a whole, only 2 per
cent profit would be allowed, under
the Senate proposal.

In any case, 'it is clear, however,
that not even these mild proposals
have much chance of passing. The
Administration has applied heavy
pressure to defeat them and is hold-
ing out for “discretionary powers”
without any specific limitation writ-
ten into law.

The only way to effectively stop-
boss war profiteering is to fight for
LABOR ACTION’s proposal: A 100
PER CENT TAX ON ALL WAR
PROFITS!

NEGROES

. Japan Offers You
Same Old Slavery

By Paul Harris

The trouble with those people who see the
Japanese imperialists as “saviors of the colored:
peoples” is that they judge history by the race
question, instead of analyzing the world ‘as a
whole, and then fitting the race question into it.
In previous articles we have shown how the Jap-
anese capitalists (although' their skin is yellow)
step by step followed the course of world econ-
omy, transferring their economy from the serf
type during the middle of the nineteenth century
into a capitalist economy; then as the world crisis
deepened (particularly in the first imperialist war)
and now as capitalism is in a crisis from which
there is no outlet, it aimed at domination over
the whole of Asla. We ask again: “How different
would it have been had the Japanese been white?”

Now to show that the colored people can ax-
pect no salvation from Japanese imperialism, we
shall tackle the internal situation in Japan and
see how it affects the Negro people. '

What is the trouble in the world today? It can
be stated briefly, in fact, in one word: monopoly.
Most of the wealth of the world is monopolized
by a few people in each counfry. They have all
the material advantages while the vast majority of
the people are poor.

THE “SIXTY FAMILIES” IN AMERICA

Perhaps 70 per cent of all the wealth of the
United States is owned or controlled by sixty fam-
ilies. In fact, the Senate discovered and published
the fact that so wealthy and so powerful are the
twelve largest corporations in the United States
that their decisions control the economic destiny
of the whole country. As long as this situation
continues, we shall continue to'ha¥e idle men and
idle capital, and-all sorts of chaos in the ecoriomsr.
with the poor suffering, and periodical wars in
the interests of the capitalist class.

Now if the situation in Japan were different,
if there was an economy which had some sort of
‘balance, if Japan really stood for a redistribution
of wealth which would insure economic progress
and prosperity, then the idea of Japan as a savior
would have sense. But what is the situation in
Japan?

In 1909 paid-up capital of all coumanies in
Japan amounted to 1,367 million yen; of this the
big companies had 495 million yen, or 36.2° per
cent. By 1933 the total capital had grown to 14,-
547 millioh yen. But the share of the big com-
panies was 9,264 million yen, or 63.7 per cent.

So that ten years ago the great monopolists of
Japan owned nearly two-thirds of the wealth of
that country. -

* MONOPOLISTS CONTROL JAPAN

Everyone knows that in America Standard. Qil
dominates the oil industry, Mellon dominates alu-
. minum production, du Pont dominates chemicals,
Morgan dominates banking and finance and has
his ﬁnger in_every pie, and along with Amencan
Tel. & Tel, Hénry Ford and a few others Whete
names are known to everybody—these people run
the country.

But in Japan, Mitsui and Mitsubishi control the
coal industry; Mitsui, Mitsubishi and Okura con-
trol half of the iron and steel industry, the other
half being in the hands of the government; copper
is controlled by five great firms, one of which is
Mitsubishi; cement production is controlled by
Onoda cements, a Mitsui firm; ship building is
controlled by Mitsubishi; in electrical engineering
there are four firms; two of which are Mitsui and
Mitsubishi; artificial silk, the famous Japanese in-
dustry, is controlled 95 per cent by Mitsui and Mit-
subishi; the cotton industry is. controlled 70 per
cent by four firms, two of which are Mitsul and
Mitsubishi; the entire sugar industry is controlled
by three companies, all of which belong to Mitsui
and Mitsubishi.

4 CORPORATIONS OWN HALF OF WEALTH .

Of the fotal capital in the country a few years
ago, Mitsui had 15 per cent, Mitsubishi had 16 per
cent, Sumitomo had 9 per cent and Yasuda had
4 per cent. Forty-four per cent, nearly half the
wealth of the country, was owned by four large
corporations. Now isn’t it fantasti¢c for Negroes to
look to Mitsui, Mitsubishi, Sumitomo and Yasuda
to save them from American race prejudice?
Those are the men who rule Japan, just as Mor-
gan, Rockefeller, du Pont and Co. rule here. ‘Each
group is seeking profits abroad f.hrough the same
imperialist war. How can these men help the Ne-
groes?

Not only can't they save American Négroes.
They can’t save the peoples in the East, either.
India offers a beautiful example. India has been
exploited by Britain for three centuries but the
exploitation of India by Britain has never been so
intense as during the last fifty years, simply be-
cause it is during the last fifty years that the
crisis of world capitalism has become incteasingly
unbearable. Thé British, hard pressed in recent
years, have used a trick which should bé particu-
larly interesting to Negroes just now. A$ the
masses of Indian people pressed on for freedom,
the British would appoint some Indians to posts
in the government on the one hand and exploit
the Indian masses more on the other! Now the
intensification of exploitation is not an accident.
It is due to the increasing crisis of British econ-
omy. But Japan suffers from the same crisis. And
if anyone fhinks Japan is driving the British out.
of Asia for the sake of Indian freedom, then that
man is making a sad mistake.

Driven by the same forces, their economy in
chaos due to excessive monopoly, the Japaness
capitalists can only try to fasten their own claws
into India’s throat and squeeze out the profits that
Britain formerly squeezed. How can it be other-
w1sa?

That is why we advocate a pollcy of resistance
to all imperialism This is not a time for indulgs ’
ing in dreams about Japanese imperialism helping
the colored people. It is imperialism that is run-
ning the world. And no section of imperialism—
be it British or German, American or Japanese—
can solve the Negro prohlem

The solution to the Negro problem is inter-
woven with the solution to problems of humanity -
as a whole—that is, the creation of a free socialist
society where such monstrosities as Jim Crowism
will be impossible.

(Next week Paul Harris will discuss the -
road to liberation for the Negro workers, who -
~are their friends and who their enemiesPEd.)
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