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Ford Workers Cheering Union Victory
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What Can Be
Done at the
Negro March

By GRACE YOUNG
CHICAGO, June 22—Five hundred

Henry Ford Admits Defeat—
The Victory Is the Triumph
Of Industrlal Unionism

- AN EDITORIAL

Alter several years of brow-beating, intimidating, coercing, club-
bing and. hij'ackilig its employees, the Ford Motor Company has bowed
before the militant march of industrial unionism in the United States.
"The old batoniof the River Rouge, rollmg in fabulous wealth, collect-
ing little.red schoolhouses and McGuffey readers, finds himself, alter
years. of bloudthllsu opposition to collective bargaining, the possessor
of a labor -agreement: We doubt that he will place it among the other
m(—:mc‘nmc‘é in hjs varicd and assorted collections.

cheering Negroes heard today the
stirring story of how their proposed
march on Washington for basic hu-
man rights has worried to death
those “great humanitarians,” Presi-
dent and Mrs. Roosevelt. Begging
the masses of Negro workers to be
patient and to “settle the matter
around the conference table,” the
professed friends of the workers
have pleaded that the “times were
too tense” for such “drastic action.”
According to A. Philip Randolph,
leader of the march, “the technique
of conference has been proved bank-
rupt. . . . There is a time when a
people must use its independent
judgment. . . . We cannot accept the
assurances of the President. . . . We
want something done. . . . The masses
of the people are behind us. . . . This
is the important lesson for the people
to learn at this time. . . . You don't
have anything else but mass power
. numbers. . . . The leaders of gov-
ernment don’'t care anything about
you. The leaders of business don't
care anything about you. . . . You
must have faith in yourselves . . .
show America that we're not scared.
. Let' the Negro masses march. . . .
The future of America belongs to the
masses. Not the white masses, but
all the masses, whiteand black.”
Randolph described his conference
with Roosevelt, Knudsen, Knox,
Stimson and others. Only the threat
of the march had forced Knudsen
into his first conferehce with a Ne-
gro. And sfill the dictator of pro-
duction - insists that “you can't make
people do things.” Secretary of the
Navy Knox asked with astonishment
whether anyone could actually “be-
lieve that Negroes and white should
be made to live together on ships”
and insisted that “in this period of
national defense we can't institute
any experiments.”

This chiampidn of industrial methods that are bcmg progressively
outmoted and ddtﬁicd on the picket line has signed an agrecment
with the Unitéd Automobile Workers calling for recognition of the
uniorr throughout the Ford empire, with the closed shop and check-
off thrown in for good measure. He will also pay wages as high as.any
in the industry.. Not only this, but Harry Bennett's gang ol spies, pm-
vocateurs and sluggers will be disbanded. i

\V]ml thé: Roosevelt government could not or would nat do the
orgamzed workers hiave accomplished. During NRA days Ford-told
his government: that he would run his business to suit himself. He did
—up to'the-time that the workers thiew a mighty picket linearound his
largest factory. What th¢ Roosevelt government could not or would
not do; la!)m achieved in the streets dt the factory gate.”That which

the AE j_,__._.ﬂl.(..mp.tgd with weasel words, nice talk and cralt union skull-
duggery was only consummated through militant frontal attack by an
aggressive industr ial union. -

We don't know what precisely was in Ford's mll'l(l when he signed
this contract. We don’t carec much. All that we arc concerned with
now is to celebrate this magnificent victory along with the thousands
ol Ford workers and other workers, who must 1(_Cl ]mL as pr oud as
those directly involved.

ism. It demonstrates what the worrkinrr class can do when it organizes,
plans, fights and. sacrifices. T'he hghllncr spirit, the loyalty ,m(l the
courage that pmduud the vigtory at Ford’s can hold thesc wams and
extend them to every industry and plant in the United States.

The victory over Ford is thé triumph of militant industrial union- -

N RUSSI

With cynical: .brutality, . Hitler has

launched his Iegiéns into war with the So-

viet Union. The outbreak of hostilities be-
tween Germany and Russia marks a new

stage in the deveiopment of the Second Im- .

perialist World War. "

By signing the Hitler-Stalin pact Iess
than two years ago in August, 1939, the

L Kremlin uutocrcrdy gave Ge,man fascism

the green light for unleashing the war in
_Europe. Moscow hailed the pact as a gredt
victory for Stolm s "policy of peace.”” It
proceeded to dw:de with Hitler the spoils

" of imperialist conquest in eostern Europe.

It helped plant the black heel' of fascism
on the people of Poland. In exchange, and
by agreement with Hitler, it was allowed
to plant the oppressive heel of Stalinist

bl

“One may respect.or hate Hitlerism, just as any
other system of political views. This is a matter of
taste. But to undertake war ‘annihilation of Hit-
lerism’' means to commit criminal folly in politics.”
—Izvestia, official Russian government organ, Oc-
tober 9, 1939.

rule upon the peoples of eastern Poland,

' Latvia, Lithuania, Esthonia, Finland, Bes-

sarabia and Bukovlna. It covered the mili-
taryy Flanks  oF German ‘imperialism in the
north, eastand southeast of Europe. It
coyered the political position of Hitlerism
by concentrating its propaganda attacks
exclusively upon the democratic imperial-
ist powers as the ones solely responsible for
the war, and by deliberately concealing the
equal responsibility of the fascist imperial-
ist powers. In the words of Stalin, uttered
in November, 1939, "it was not Germany
that attacked France and England, but
France and England that attacked Ger-
many, thereby assuming responsibility for
the present war.”” Just as he covered up the
war policy of Hitlerism, so, in the same dec-
laration, did Stalin sponsor the demagogic
imperialist peace campaign of Hitlerism.
Throughout thé world, the Stalinist parties,
completely servile'to the Kremlin bureauc-
racy, faithfully followed the course of sup-
porting the line of the Berlin-Rome-Mos-
cow Axis in the war.

“THE TWO STRATEGIES COLLAPSE

Now, the Hitler-Stalin pact is shattered
to bits. The whole wretched strategy of
Stalinism is in collapse. And the Second
World War, far from being brought to a
close, has been more wsdely extended than
before.

The strategy. of German fascism has also
collapsed by virtue of the new turn that Hit-
ler has been compelled to make in the war.

His fraudulent promises to the German -

masses that the war would be of short dura-
tion, Have not been kept because they could
not be kept. His hope.of confining his m:!u—
tary strategy to a war on one front at a time
has now been dispelled. The British impe-
rialists, fighting desperately to retain their
dominion over millions of colonial peoples
and their share of the wealth of the world,
succeeded, with the growing collaboration
of the United States, in withstanding the
German offensive. Above dll, the passive
resistance of the European peoples con-
quered by Hitler, has only emphasized fas-

=

Randolph promised his audience
that “this movement will not be be-
trayed. . . 1 would allow my right
“arm to be cut off . . . before.I would,
accept a favor from the gpvernment'."

HITLER Invades Russia
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cism’s inability to establish 'a functioning
“new order’ 'in the Old World. Because it
does-not resolve its multitude of problems
by the extension of its rule, but only in-
creases the number of problems to be re-
solved, German fascism has now found lit-
self forced to plan for g longer and more
destructive war. This is why Hitler has now
turned upon his ally of yesterday, in the
hope . of overcoming the effects of the
‘Anglo-American blockade, and particularly
of 'increasing American portiicipoticm on
Britain’s side, by seizing .the wheat fields,
the oil fields and the natural resources of
the rich Ukraine and other Russian terri-
tories. The conguest of these lands is also
urgently required by Germon imperialism
[ for it$ drive cgmnst the British Emplre in
the Near East. : h o

TaANsrARENT FRAUDS ON BOTH SIDES

Hitler's latest pretension, that the war
on Russia is a-holy crusade against Bol-
shevism, is another of fascism’s transparent
frauds, ‘in line with the Fuehrer’s notorious
dictum that if he tells a big enough lie peo-
ple will believe it. The fact is that the
counter-revolutionary Stalinist bureaucracy
has done more than the entire capitalist
class of the world to destroy Bolshevism and
the great conquests of the Russian Revolu-
tion of ¥917. No, Hitler is rmerely contin-
uing and extending the war of German im-

“We have always held that a strong Germany
is an indispensable condition for durable peace in
Europe.”—From speech of Molotov, Foreign Com-
missar and at that time Premier of Russia, quoted
in Daily Worker, September 1, 1939;

perialism for the domination of the world.

He can accomplish ‘this only by wrecking'

the ‘British Empire ond preventing Amer-
ican imperialism from falling heir to its
riches and power.

Stalin’s latest pretension, that the war
with Germany is a holy crusade against. fas-
cism, is no less transparent a fraud. In one
country after another, in Germany and
Spain in particular, Stalinism carries the
chief responsibility for the victory and ad-

vance -of fascism. As recently as Septem-

ber 1, 1939, when fascism had just launched
the war, Molotov was saying that ““We have
always held that a strong Germany is an in-
dispensable condition for a durable peace
in Europe.”’ In the Soviet Union itself, Sta-
linism is not the banner-bearer of progress
but the poisonous carrier of reaction, the

wrecker of the revolution, the perfidious -

oppressor and exploiter of the Soviet masses.

IT'S THE SAME WAR!

In the first period of the war, the Stalin-
ist bureaucracy fought for its own privi-
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leges and power and right to rule, for the'
extension of its brutal domination -over
those peoples and countries that fell to it
as its share of the plunder of cohquest—"
fought as a subordinate part of the Rome-

Berlin camp in the imperialist war.

In the period of the war ushered in .'by the

" German attack upon Russia, the Stalinist

bureaucracy is continuing its flght for its
own privileges and powers and right to rule,
for maintaining its imperialist rule over the
territories it cconquered yesterday with . Ger-
man aid or approval, for maintaining its
longer-established rule over the Soviet peo- .
ples—only this time, it is fighting asa sub-
ordinate part of the London-Washington
camp .in the imperialist war. '

The forced shift of the Stalinist burecuc-
racy—from the camp of. German- ltqll_m_'l
imperialism to the camp of Anglo-Ameri-
con imperialism—has not ' changed the
fundamental character of the Second
World War as an imperialist conflict for

‘the redivision of the world and its wealth

among the big bandit powers. Nor has it
changed the reactionary role of the Sl'ullu-
ist bureaucracy in the war.

The warmongers and their propqgondists

" “in this country and in Englond have lmme-

i

. s i . -
“Today Germany is in the position of a state
which is striving for the earliest termination of the

war and for peace.”—Molofov, quoted in \:;’Drldi"'
News and iews, November 4, 1939.

dictely seized upon the fact of Hitler's q._t"—
tack upon Russia to renew their clamorous
campaign to drag the United States more
deeply into active military participation in
the war, and to obtain the support of the ;
American workers for the war.

Churchill gnd Eden, the spokesmen of
the British ruling class, did not lose a-min-
ute to proclaim their solidarity with the
Stalinist regime in the turn the war has
taken. In even less time than it took Hitler
to consummate his alliance with Moscew;
British imperialism has already formed a
military alliance with that same “‘totalitar-.
ian Russia’”’ which it had so piously and
hypocritically denounced up'to yesterday.
It is an alliance which only emphasizes:
that Russia is an integral part of the, im-.
perialist war—now, however, in the other
camp—an alliance for the mutual protec-
tion of the power and rule of . British irﬂ:-
perialism and the Stalinist bureaucracy. - '

Roosevelt and Welles have followed right
in the footsteps of their British allies. For
all their hasty assurances that they have
nothing in common with “‘Bolshevism,”’
they understand perfectly well the anti- ‘
Bolshevik character of the Stalinist regime.
And above all, they understand perfectly ‘
well that the victory of Anglo-American
imperialism in the war now demands the
military alliance with .Russia, which, up _fo
now, they tried vainly to achieve. They un-
derstand perfectly well, too, that just as Sta-
lin was junior partner in the newly broken
allionce with Berlin-Rome, so he will be
and can only be junior partner in the alli-
ance with London-Washington, albeit ‘a

(Continued on page 3)

Will the march on Washington be
a militant one? If it is, it will be be-
cause the. mobilized power of the
Negro masses has ‘forced upon its
leaders and the leaders of govern-
ment and business  the realization
that Jim-Crowed® Mfellow Ameri-
cans” “know ‘that their main enemy

ek & ‘t'

jWHAT CAN WE DO TO DEFEAT FASCISM AND TO STOP ROOSEVELT'S ANTI-LABOR
AND PRO-WAR DRIVE?

I-lear MAX SHACHTMAN

' _'ahonal Secretury, Workers Party, Jusf Returned from Coast-to-Coast Tour

:s at bome b

FRIDAY EVE.
June 27, at 8:30
YORKVILLE LABOR TEMPLE'---"'

243 EAST 84th STREET

Hall No. 10
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With the Labor Umons

On fhe Picket Lme

LABOR SHOULD SERVE NOTICE

The war between Russia and Ger-
many may get Congress into such a
dither that the lawmakers will shift
“their, attention from such pet items
as the Vinson Bill to certain aspects
of the Lend-Lease Bill and "“un-
~ freezing Russian credits.” We should
- not, however, let up in our vigilance

‘in  connection with, the anti-labor
legislation, especially.the Vinson Bill,
This vicious proposal 1m‘puses com-
pulsory arbitration, a 30t day or: long-
er “cooling off” period: while a dis-
pute:1s before the “Mediation!” Board,
‘revival of the court injunction and
criminal peénalties for violation of
Board decisions. All Board decisions
~are final and binding.

Also, there is the Connally amend-

“ment to the Draft Act which makes
striking in a “defense” industry a
criminal offense, The Vinson. Bill.
and the Connaliy amendment: taken
“together would wreck every  union
in, the country that is in any way
fnilitant. Labor would: be faced with
the: alternatives of aceept or enter
mta a head-on clash with the.govern-.

ment. Every strike in ‘“defense” in- *

dustiries would be “a strike. against

the: government” with all the usual

| “NECESSARY?"'—

* The press reports that the Pacific:
Coast Bay Area shipyards strike may
be settled this week. This is the
sirike that John Frey attempted to
bresk by inviting the marines to
drive through the picket lines. Frey
rode. through on a navy truck under
‘the protection of the marines. Since
this heroic adventure Frey has faded
‘out’ and has not been heard from
since. We presume that he is vaca-
gién‘ing in Canada.

The commandant of the 12th Naval
District, one Greenslade, issued a

‘two alternatives: shut up,

By David Coolldgﬁ
ON-ANTI-LABOR BILLS.

demagogy, flag-waving and hysteria.
These bills would give the govern-
ment and the bosses three strikes on
labor and there would be no way

" out except open defiance of the “law.”

Workers should make no mistake
about this: They would have only,
oI oppose
the government. AND WE'CAN NOT.
AFFORD TO SHUT UP.

The renewal of power of; judges:
to: grant injunctions is in. itself:
enough to liquidate any effective:

. upiomsaction. If judges hadshad:such;

authority at the Ford strike, they
could, have killed the: strike: com-
pletely if: the workers decided to
abide by. the injunction. All some
judge would have had to say was that
there-must not be more than 25 pick-
ets at each.gate. An assault.on these
few pickets. by thugs hidden inside
the plant. would have broken the
strike.

Not only should. the bills, be de-’
feated® but labor must serve notice
on Congress that the unions will not
be hamstrung by any such strike-
breaking devices as the Vinson. Bill
and the Connally amendment.

WE WANT TO KNOW FOR WHAT

statement saying that the navy is op-
posed to. the: use of: force “unless: it
.becomes absolutely necessary.” And
so was Roosevelt in the case of the
North American strikers. He only
sent the army in because the work-
ers. refused to return to work until

the company had come across with.

a wage increase. The. army foreed
these workers back into the plant
with. bayonets that présumably had
been given to these soldiers to use
against the undemocratie Germans
and other enemies of civilization.

NO BAYONET CHARGE ON ROBBER BARONS

. Charlie Schwab, who died a couple
"of years back and departed for the
place reserved for pillars of the.re-
public, is steadily and progressively
being revealed for what he really
“was: a boss class bandit of the old
~school. It has just been discovered
that this fine, upstanding citizen,

' sterling example to American youth
of the successful business man, had
defrauded a small Catholic college

. in, Pennsylvania of the tiny sum of
$25,000, The head of the school re-
ports that' Schwab asked the school
to- borrow the $25,000 for him. He
never repaid the money, so now the

" school is stuck with the debt plus
$2,000  interest: e

The trustees of Schwab's estate
spy. that he died flat broke and that
everything he left will not pay the
“expenses of liguidation. If this is
true, it is. very revealing. We seem
to have another Insull and Van Swer-
ingen /aﬁair. All this is part of the
rotteniness of capitalism. The work-
ers labor and toil for the benefit of
the crooks and gamblers in high
plaees. s '

: 'The Insull mines are still: produc-
ing coal; his public utilities still pro-
vide heat, light and transportation.
The,. Van Sweringen railroads still
carry passengers and freight. The
vast Bethlehem Steel Co. is turning
-out steel and ships. The workers

- created these things, and they are
enduring. Labor could creat a great
deal more if it had the opportunity
and was not frustrated by the boss
class that uses "its position to ex-
ploit, rob and steal for private profit.

Like many another “robber baron,”
Schwab' was always a crook. He
lashed. the workers to produce more
and more for less. and less. He was

- also one of the country's leading pay-
triots during the last war. We have
a. poster used in that conflict: which
pictures Schwab = standing among
some of his workers. and saying:
“Men, you are not working for me,
you: are working with me”

Early in_ his career, as.one of the
darlings of Carnegie, Schwab took
“some- condemned’ armor plate, filled
blowholes with putty and sold this

rejuvenated plate to the navy while
obliging government inspectors were
out for a glass of: beer. Some of the
navy's first line battleships were
“protected” by this putty filled armor
plate. Even after this, Schwab was
placed at the head of the government
shipbuilding program during the last
war. In this post Schwab renewed
his looting activities. 1
Government auditors reported that
as a $1.00 a year head of the ship-
building program Schwab cashed per-
sonal expense vouchers amounting to
as much as $250,000 a month. But
this wasn't enough; Schwab’s- Beth-
lehem . Steel Co. had.to get some of
the government gravy also. There is
a suit before the: Supreme: Court in
which Schwab's. government seeks to
recover millions of excess profits
taxes withheld by the company dur-
ing the First World War. Schwab
gave big contraets to his own com-
pany. and then cheated his govern-
ment out of the excess profils taxes.

This happened during the First

World Imperialist- War but similar .

things are happening today. The
bosses with the big ‘‘defense” con-
tracts are exploiting, stealing and
robbing as of old. In most instances
they are not using the older and
cruder methods but the results will
be the same. And up to now there
has been no threat to use the army

against these bosses. The bayonets *

are reserved- for workers who are
asking for only a. few dellars more
in the weekly pay envelope.

GOODYEAR SIGNS
UNION AGREEMENT"

The Goodyear Rubber Co. has
signed its first agreement with the
United' Rubber Workers. This is an
important victory but was overshad-
owed by the signing of the Ford con-

tract. The agreement provides an
increase of 8 cents an hour for: all
workers getting less than $1.01 per
hour and 7 cents for those getting

over: $1.01 per hour. Piece work rates.

are boosted 7 cents.

~—
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- Lynn Unions Britain’s Food Distribution Marked

Continue
Fight on

LYNN, Mass.—As predicted in TLA-
BOR ‘ACTION recently, the Lynn
unions are determined to secure de-
cent, low-cogt housing. The housing
drive was begun by the General
Electrie ubdon, most powerful. lecal)
in the- cityy, bui. the city. politicians,
despite: their, extravagant: promises,,
are stalling: and doing their utmest.
to kill, the whole moeve. After the.
question was presented: and' pubili-
cized, the'city counejl began; its de-.
laying actions, first by beating around
the bush at council meetings, then by,
visiting. government lowr-cost housing,
projeets in othier:cities, and ﬁnally by:
voting: down the proposed Housmg
Authority which’ was: only supposed,
to have: power: to RECOMMEND, the.
city euunml _keeping. to itself: the.
fihal: say.

Despite the mayors support uf the
housing ' plan,, at least in its_initial
stage ,the realtors and; banks have
been successful so:far: But the unions:
are: now, taking stromger measures.
To bring direct pressure on the poli-
ticians, the:local: laber ‘movement is
planning ‘to hold: mass CIO-AFL .
meetings to arouse the people and to
show:. that labor isn't kidding when it
demands a chance to live under clean
conditions. In addition to: the GE
loeal, which in rather short-sighted.
fashion has been thinking too much
of,"defense -housing” for GE workers:
only, the North Shore Industrial Un-
jon Couneil, CIO, is-rallying its affili-
ates: and the AFL unions to get de-
cent housing for the workers in gen-
eral, not just for GE men.

Contemplated: Strike-

In letters to member unions, the -

council proposed the election of com-
mittees by each umion, similar pro-
posals being made to the AFL unions.
The Amalgamated Clothing Workers
local has already acted, adopting a
resolution condemning the politicians
and stating that “The deplérable-
housmg conditions existing. in Lynn
are such. that only. the blind cannot
_see; them, and we hereby instruct
our delegates to the. North Shore
Council to insist upon a real protest
by the union workers of Lynn.” The
council president' pointed out that if
even the GE workers are feeling the
pinch, other workers whose pay is a
good deal less “are twice as anxious
to gef’ some action”
“the full weight' of labor's pressure
will soon be felt on this vital ques-
tion,” he: said that housing was the
major concern of organized labor
here. A major threat is meanwhile
sinking into people’s thoughts—a
union-instituted rent strike against
all rent boosters.

The North Shere Council: has: just:
met, adopting a strong resolution.re-
viewing the situation, condemning
the profiteers who despite their pose
of  patriotism, seize upon the. war
boom to gouge additional rents out
of the workers even though taxes
have been decreased, and threatening
political aetion om election day
against all members of the Lynn
Council who opposed the Housing
Authority.

WP, Issues Leaflet |

The Workers Party branch in
Lynn has just distributed the second
of a series of four page leaflets on
the' housing situation, and that the
people are responding favorably: is
shown by their requests for copies
from. our distributors. The Lynn
workers are learning to respect the
views of the Workers Party on vari-
ous problems in addition to housing.
The WP leaflet urges. combined union
-action to win the workers’ demands.

“We can not depend on the soft-
soaping, politicians, Only strength
gets action. The lecal CIO Council
has shown the way. They have voted
to join hands with all other workers,
AFL as well as CIO, for this pur-
pose. Members of: AFL unions such
as the Building Trades Uniens have

By Profiteering an

LONDON, May 30.(By mail)—Here are some facts
and; figures. about the. food situation cver here as
it' affects the mass of people. In. a report to the
House of Commons, the Food Ministry admitted
that much . discontent. had.been.caused by. “luxury.
feeding” in restaurants. “We are spending today
at the rate of $360,000,000 a year to keep the price
of. food. down,’ claimed Major. Lloyd. George, in
charge of the Ministry. As an illusiration of the
huge food problem we can cite his statement that
114 cities: and, towns with”a total population. of
more-than 16 million had made requests for emer-
gency feeding as the result of bembardments. As
for Major George's: statement: about: keeping the
price of: food down—well, we. can. only cite the
fact that food ' prices have risen by, 25 to 40 per
cent: for every available item! '
L ]

“Today. in England a bloodless food racket is in,
full swing. Cynical men, fully aware that Hitler
is: struggling to starve this island, are enriching
themselves: in the: true gangster style by selling
food at menstrous prices to eager shoppers. Often
the: difference between the-price the producer gets
and what the publie pays is several; hundred pmr
cent.

“When do we start on our rates?” (Daily! Mir-
ror, May 2.)

. . |

During March there 'were 2,141 prosecutions
under- food control orders. Since the war began
the Ministry of Food has undertaken the proseeu-

tion.of 15972 persons and firms for foed racket-.
An investigation committee in the North -

eering .
‘Midlands are discovered: (1) Speculation is rams-
pant:” Goods change ownership . many times with-
out even leaving the warehouses! (2) Speculators
who render no service are enriching themselves;
atrthe: consumers’ expense. (3} Prices have risen
out. of all reasonable propertion. Some illustra-
tions are: soup—sold by manufacturer for 11 cents
a can, to consumer for 25 cents a can. Marmalade

sold to importer for 17 cents-a tin, to. consumer:

for 72:cents a tin (the same tin!)
Food faets: (1) “For the whole country there
were only three.boatloads of oranges. They were

quite insufficient to meet any ordinary publicr de-.

mand, and still' less to meet that created by, the
publicity given to their, arrival” (Lord Woolton,
Minister of Food.) :

(2) “The orange racket in London continues.
A member of a firm of wholesale merchants told:

me of one firm which today openly offered oranges
at $12.00 per case (4. cents- each).

The controlled:

(3) “Flbh prices at the moment are exorbitant,
indefensible and a.scandal. Bggs' are not: being
evenly distributed. The situation in canned- foods
is another scandal.” (Alfred Barnes, Labor mem-
ber. of. Parliament.)

. L ]

Lord Woolton and Lewis Stores: Lord Wool-
ton, Minister- ur-F-ood-, was onee chairman of Lewis.

Of Speeial
Interest
To Women

These days every working class. housewife is
plenty hot, under the coilar. Daily the dollar
shrinks; in value.

Before ypu leave.the house you figure out. what
you expect to buy for your money, but when you
arrive at the store you find the price once more a
lap ahead of you. Right then and.there you feel

like - rolling: up your sleeves, and fighting: against.

this constant-imposition on your right to live.
But. here's. something that will not merely
make. you hot: under the: collaz, It will burn you
u.pj.
According: to. gevermment statistics, the GEN-

ERAL average of: prices has gone.up. 14, per cent

since the war began—which is:high enough. But

the . cost: of: farm producis. and textile goods—the.

very: basie. necessities of. life—is as much as 23 per
cent.to 27 per cent higher.

Yet these are the very, produets of which there
_are unseld: quantities: “of unprecedented. magni-
tude;” aceording to the New-York Times. The un-
sold:surplus: of grain.alone will pile up to 600,000,-
000 bushels—a veritable mountain of: potential
food: A

While you are biting your:lips and paying prof-
itekring. prices, GOODS ARE ST’A(L:KED UPR- IN.

THE WAREHOUSES—UNUSED!

And.these things which have gone up most: in.

priee are the mest plentiful;and SHOULD BE THE
CHEAPEST!"
. p L ] .
But the-government is-against the natural oper-
ation of supply.and demand.

Inequality

Stores. Now read this: In ten weeks of 1940-1941
Lewis Stores sold six fons of. boiled beef-ham.
The wholesale supplier of this meat had had his
customers cul from 47 to 17 during this period.
“The result was that supplies. of cooked meat. were.
being diverted from working class districts. On
Saturday mornings in Glasgow the transport sys-
tem was in a state of chaos through people going
to Lewis Stores to get beef-ham. It cluttered up
the tramsport system and ereated discontent far:
beyond:the boundaries of Glasgow because it be-
came the commen talk that \mmy districé: where:
Lewis!s.did not operate there was no ceoked:meat”
(Adam McKinley, member of Parliament.) Lewis
Stores: also sold tens of thousands of tins of:cooked;
casserole stew, which it:bought for 28 cents.a tin,
at a price of 40:cents:a. tin. A neat profit:indeed!

‘It pays the cern and cotton kings:hundreds. of;
millions. of dollars.io stack up their. surplus, stuff’
in warehouses. And it pegs.prices. at high. levels
TO NET GOOD PROFITS TO THE BLOATED/
MONOPOLISTS OF THE SOIL AND OF THE
FRUITS OF THE SOIL.

Investigations have proved that the poor farmer
and'the exploited sharecropper gets next to noth-
ing out of this agricultural policy of the govern-
ment. THE. WORKING CLASS HOUSEWIFE IS.
PAYING 23"[‘0 27 PER: CENT MORE FOR FOOD.
AND COTTON GOODS—SOLELY TO KEEP THE
WEALTIFY PROFITEERS OF AGRICULTURE IN
THE STYLE TG WHICH THEY ARE ACCUS-
TOMED!

©

You are told that the surpluses are piling up.
because the export market for grain and cotton has:
been curtailed by the war and by competition
from other. countries. d

You are told that if the huge surpluses accu-
mulated were thrown on the open market, prices
woufd fall so low. that agrienlture would be ruined:
and. thie. price structure of the whole country would!
be upset. .

But. why should the working class housewife
be concerned: about the export: market! IT IS
WHERE. THE CAPITALIST SELLS THE GOODS
OF WHICH THE WORKERS ARE ROBBED be-
cause wages are far below. what.the working class
produces.

Why should the working class housewife care
about: the export market? IT. IS THE CAUSE OF
THE BLOODY WAR NOW RAGING.

Predicting that -

price is.$6.38 per case.” (Daily Star, April 300

everything to gain by co-operating
with the CIO.” It then goes on to
point out the deplorable condition nf
the Negro people and urges action
through church, and. fraternal organ-
jizations in cooperation with the
unions.

The important thing in regard to
heusing, is that the unions continue
to augment their campaign. A series
of mass meetings must be held to
rally the people, thereby showing the
politicos that laber means:to get _‘out
of the rat-holes. and emerge into
some semblance of clean and decent
living at prices that even the lowest
paid  workers can afford. As a final
step, if other: means. do not succeed,
it is up to labor to guaraniee its vic-
tory by putting its' own men into
city office. Labor must learn to rely
on its. strength alone, and it is rap-
idly learning that lesson in Lynn.

The Workers Party housing pro-
gram for Lynn is as follows:

1. Low-cost housing.

2. No bankers or real estaté men on
the housing authority. The board
should consist of trade union repre-
sentatives and organizations repre-
senting the public at large.

3. Unoccupied land to be used for
the erection of the buildings.

4, Repairing of an equal amount
of dwellings as are built: under low-
cost housing. . * .

5. All construction by trade union
laber.

6. No tenant discrimination because
of color, creed or political affiliation.

We Demand: _i'ligher
§Wages and Workers!
Rights- for- Conscripts!

(Continued on page 3)

Vinson Committee Starts Union Inquisition
The ClO Has the Job. of Countering the Union-Busting Schemes.

By EDWIN JEFFREY

One anti-labor activity of the fed-
eral government which has not: beén
publicized in the' press is the ques-
tionnaire sent out to all unions, in-
ternationals and locals, by Chairman
Vinson of the House Naval Affairs
Investigating Committee. Vinson is
well known as one of the worst labor
haters- in Congress. He is the author
of the infamous bill which would es-
tablish a compulsory cooling off pe-
riod before strikes could begin and
supports each and every anti-labor
measure brought up in the House of
Representatives, Of course, he is
also a staunch supporter of the great
war for democracy which his boss,
Roosevelt, is impesing upon the
American people. A convineing proof
of his love for democracy is given by
this questionnaire.

In its first section, “General Infor-
mation,” it inquires into the identity
and location of all union officers and
then asks the significant gquestion:
“present citizenship or nationality of
each.,” This is followed by gquestion
6b: “How many of your members are
aliens?” Following up the suggestion
implicit in those questions, the com-
mittee goes on to ask: “Does the or-
ganization refuse membership to per-
sons who are or have been members
of or affiliated with any communist
or fascist organization or party?”

By. this time it is clear what they

are driving at—an amalgam seeking.

to tie up aliens. with' “reds” and  both
of them with union members or offi-
- cers.,
gathered through this inqguisition,
Vinson can pick out what he con-
siders pertinent and utilize it to fur-
ther his own ends, ends not at all
beneficial to the workers. Identify-

From the mass of information.

ing the officers enables him to check
up, with the cooperation of the FBI,
on citizenship and national back-
ground although these have nothing
to do with the question of effective
service to the cause of unionism.
But they are related to the possibil-
ity. of stirring up. a campaign of
abuse against union leaders, seeking
io besmirch them as ‘“foreigners” in
conneetion with reactionary appeals
to American nationalism, and that is
why Vinson seeks this data.

Tlie Objectives

If a.large percentage of union mem-
bership is of foreign derivation, Vin-
son will doubtle§s use that to claim
that the union is under “foreign dom-
ination.” The inquiry into commu-
nist affiliation is a real gem. Even
“Communist Party” in a union con-
stitution is ‘sought to be broadly in-
terpreted by union bureaucrats for
use against honest elements in the
union—as witness Dictator
against Local 544: But note here that
they seek not only members of the
CP but also men who HAVE BEEN
members or AFFILIATED with it.
So, innocents who were pulled into
the Communists. Party fronts under
some pretext or other are also sub-
ject to the hounding of the commit-
tee, just as are those who learned the
treachery and cowardice of' the CP
and dropped out. In any event, what
business is it of Vinson's as to wheth-
€r a ,union, an economic organiza-
tion, diserimjnates against workers
for their political beliefs? The only
conceivable reason is that of perse-
cuting. unions which. have no such
provisions.

The. next section asks detailed
questions about strikes, including

~SEES VALUE OF LA.
TO. FARM LABORERS

Dear Editor:

It may appear to some of your .
readers that the articles in LABOR
ACTION recount news that has be-
‘come  History. te city workers who
- have ready access to the daily press.
~ For instance, the issue of June 16
declared in conspicuous headlines:

“The Roosevelt Government
STRIKEBREAKER"

This was old news to class-con-
scious city workers who had been in-
formed through the capitalist press
that the army was being used for its
intended purpose, ie, to serve the
~ends of the capitalist class.

But on the farms, where day la-
borers: make from 75 cents to $1.25
_per day and purchase of a daily pa-
. pers is'out of the question, this: whole:
episode in the class struggle was

 news of the utmost importance. There

was much speculation and no relia-
_ble. information. as. to. what. took
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place at the North American Aircraft
Corporation.

I am merely writing this to fore-
stall'any effort on your part to “beat
the news.” A retrospective article on
the struggles of the working class is
always important—to the city worker
in order to confirm his own deduc-
tions, to the agricultural worker be-
cause it may be the first inkling he
had of the event about which you
write. '

My letter does not intend to give
you directions—you know your job,
as each issue of LABOR ACTION
testifies. I am merely cautioning city
workers that events may still be of
great importance a week after they
occur. These events should become
the subject of retrospection. And
they will serve the purpose of news
to our farm worker readers who have
neither radio nor the price of a daily
paper.

Henry Martins.

‘St.. Louis; Mo. i

WE CROSS LEFTS.
WITH “THE SAINT” |

We received in our mail the fol-
lowing contribution with the -chal-
lenge: “I dare you to print this poem,
wise guys.” Signed, terrifyingly,
“The- Saint.” Lest we cross “The
Saint,” here goes:

Seme men sit all'day and' write
Of labor and the strikes,

Their minds are working overtime
To help those parasites.

The workers are a sly old lot |
For there are very many

Who leaf and stall and fool around’
And expect a pretty penny.

‘They. always chide the kindly boss

And curse his rotten ways;
But they can smoke on borrowed time
And: condense the working days.
= L ]
To which we reply:
You've gotta pity the bosses.
They work like hosses—
Dangling stenos on the knee;
et

Lobbying in Wash, D. C.,

Sucking blood from war, like
leeches,

Breaking strikes (and champagne
glasses),

Sitting hard upbn their =

Working men like mules in cages,

Cutting coupons (and our wages).

You've gotta pity the boss—

O yawss! v

L ]
HITS JIM-CROW
IN: THE ARTS
Dear Editor:
Most of the large women’s: orches-

_ tras in Philadelphia- have a polite but

firm policy.of race diserimination. One
specific orchestra I refer to adver-
tised in a leading newspaper in this
area for violinists. ‘Three applicants.
arrived for an audition and all were
Negroes. These applicants received
no audition but were told the orches-
tra. positions were all filled. The

peared in the same leading newspa- :

next day the same advertisement ap-

per for violinists. When asked about

|

(]
such race discrimination, one of the
officials of the orchestra said, “Why,
this is.not really race diserimination,
but, you see, if we were to have
Negroes in the orchestra, half of the
present orchestra members would
quit.” -

This half the official was referring
to is the 10 per cent “cream” of the
various- societies of the suburbs of
Philadelphia, and the same would-be
“social lights” who pay $3.00 and up-
ward to hear Marion Anderson, Paul
Robeson and other great Negro art-
ists. But to have a lesser known art-
ist sit beside them and play the same
music from the same music stand
would: be preposterous and besides,
the socialites would quit.

It is about time these orchestras
and ‘other groups of social activity in
Philadelphia and elsewhere were
made to realize that the 17th century
of feudalism and slavery is gone and
we wish forgotten. Let us get rid
of these people who advocate the

Jim-Crow and “black belts”  of the -
arts. Art when at its best has free-

e @

dom of expression—it should also

have freedom of color.
L]

P. P.

Tobin

ones about attempts. to settle dis-

© putes peacefully befére going out on

strike and whether the employer was
engaged in national “defense” work:
Significant in view of current anti-
labor. proposals.are the gueries about
strike votes in terms of numbers and
percentages and - about notifications
1o the employer in advanece of: strikes.
Sinece some bills seek to require ma-
jority votes of the union MEMBER-
SHIP, not just of the workers pres-
ent at the strike-vote meeting, or
even larger percentages, and others,
copying the Stassen “Slave-Law” in
Minnesota, require.advance notice to
the boskes so they can prepare to
break strikes, we can well under-
stand the purpose of these reaction-
ary congressmen. Such material will
enable Vinson to draft legislation de-
signed to effectively curb union ac-
tion. '

The last group delves into financial
resources of the unions. Get the facts
as to strike funds, the state of the
union treasury and then you know
just how well the union can hold out
if the boss forces it to strike for its
demands.

Sent to All. Uniens

This questionnaire has been sent
out to ALL unions, not only to those
affecting naval production, not, even
to those which might by some
stretch of the imagination be con-
sidered as involving “national de-
fense,” assuming that there is some
limit to what in the disordered minds
of our labor-baiters constitutes such
defense. Many uniens will undoubt-
edly answer since there is a none too
subtle threat contained in Vinson's
request. The committee's authoriza-
tion includes power to subpoena wit-
nesses and also to compel the pro-
duction of documents and records.,
Not many. organizations will open the
way for the use of this poWwer on
their own initiative. Only if national
groups or federations can provide
the necessary backbene. Here is
something for the Congress: of Indus-
trial Organizations to do in jts.cam-
paign against the union-busting of
the Roosevelt Administration.

NAME

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER!
25¢ For Three Months

LABOR ACTION
114 West 14th- Street:
New York City

Enclosed find 25 cents for which please send LABOR ACTIDN
for three months: to:

ADDRESS
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By MAX STERLING

The Soviet-German war crashed
through the entire maze of rumors
and counter-rumors of the past
weeks, Masses of German, Rumanian,
and Russian troops are locked in
-deadly combat on a front that
stretehes for almost 2,000 miles from
the: Arctic cold. of the White Sea to
the warm waters of the Black Sea.
A new tremendous stage of the world
imperialist conflict has opened up
which = staggers' the imagination.
Ahead lie new experiences rich “in
all kinds of possibilities- which at
present it is impossible for any one
to foresee completely.

Stalin, who sowed the wind of the
Nazi-Soviet pact of 1939, thus pre-
cipitating the present World War, is
now reaping the whirlwind of a Nazi
invasion. The opportunist game has
failed ‘and the Stalin regime is fight-
ing for its life. The criminal part-
nership. in whieh the Stalin regime
robbedi jointly with Hitler, and in
whieli Stalin outraged: and betrayed
the: workers of: the world, has come
to. an end. The years of disorienta-
tion and- betrayal are bearing their
bitter. fruit. With tragic irony, Sta-
lin's order to the German communists
in 1933  for. capitulation. to. faseism
without a fight has now brought the.
full grown fascist monster to his door, -

HITLER CHOSE MOMENT

It was Hitler who chose the oppor-
tune- mement. for: his attack upon
Russia. We hawe always maintained
that Hitler and not Stalin would take-
the initiative in breaking. the Nazi-
Soviet pact; and. at the time most. fa-
vorable to him. Every victory of Hit-
ler- brought him closer to the strate-
gic doors of Russia. Stalin’s reply
was to - kiss more slavishly the boot
oftHitler. The fact is that even while
the Nazis. were attacking the fron-
tiers of Russia, the Kremlin through
its. Tass agency kept denying as a
“provocation” and “absurd” the re-
ports of German designs on Russia.
To the very last the bootlicking ef-
forts. to appease Hitler went on. They
failed only because the German ap-
petite. was too great for appease-
ment. )

To this very day Moscow denies
that Berlin. made  any claims upon
her ‘or that Germany proposed any
new agreement. That this is obvi-
ously not true is exposed by the faet,
stated in last week’s column, that
théeThss stdtement found it negessaty
to refer to any such new ag-reemé'nts-
as, new, CLEAR agreements. The
agreement proposed to Stalin must
have been much too CLEAR in the
immensity of its demands. Indeed,
the. demands. that were made (per-
haps including even the surrender of
the Ukraine and Baku) were prob-
ably so stiff that Stalin, despite his
abjectness before Hitler,- found that
to: yield would have meant to court:
the overthrow of his regime.

We admit that we didn't expect
Hitler to present Stalin all at once
with such demands that the could
not, without risking the overthrow
of his rule, accept. In  doing this
Hitler decided to skip over one or

“two stages. However, what we em-

phasized, and this has been com-
pletely confirmed, was that the in-
ternational military and political sit-
uation dictated an immediate con-
solidation of Hitler's economic and
strategical' position at Russia’s ex-
pense. J

THE OBJECTIVES

What were the objectives behind-
these demands? Though they do not
appear in the official fulminations of
either side,- they are patently de-
signed-‘in preparation for: the war
that Hitlem knows he will have to
fight with' his: major rival, United
States imperialism. Briefly:

1. In preparation for his decisive
battles with the United  States, Hit-
ler does not want to leave any front
open that might possibly be used
against him. Though he had. Stalin:
under his thumb, he did not want to.
chance the"risk that, let us say, un-
der the influence of a ‘series of Hit-
ler reverses, Stalin would switch al-
lies. Russia. is the only, avenue om
the European. continent through
which an invading army could march
on Germany. Should Hitler’s opera-
tions now be successful, that avenue
would be closed.

In addition, it has to be noted that
for the first time since the war be-
gan Hitler could embark on a Rus-
sian invasion without fear of a mili-
tary engagement on two fronts. It is
virtually impossible, for the present;
for the. Allies: to.attempt an invasien
from the west. With all of Europe,

save the British isles, under his dom- _

ination he can concentrate on the
one.Russian- front.

2. The war with the United States
will take huge supplies. Hitler is
seeking to guarantee for himself the
substantial resources in oil and
wheat of South Russia. L "

3. Control’ of southern Russia

would give Hitler a military road:

toward the British possessions and
positions in the Near and Middle
East.

Of course Hitler now pretends that
he has finally come forth as the

champion: against Bolshevism, but he:

carefully avoids any mention of the

THE WORLD: AT WAR
What Reasons Lie Behind

The Invasion of Russia
And the Shift in Alliances?

more material and actual. reasons for
his furious assault: 'R
Churehill and, Roosevelt, declaring
themselves as Stalin's allies, have
made- certain formal declarations
against Bolshevism. But they know
very well that Bolshevism has long
since been dead in Russia. They do
not fear revolution from Russia; and
it is safe 1o say that if Russia did
represent that danger to them, Chur-
chill, the arch-enemy of communism,

second-rate standing from. Hitler
rather, than see his class swept away
altogether by the tide of revolution.
At any rate, Virginio Gayda, Musso-
lini’s mouthpieee, comes right to the
point when he says that the attack
on Russia resulted because “Europe
(that is, the new German order in
Europe) must find her means of pro-
duction as a defense against attacks
which are today being attempted
through Ehgland, now subservient to
a great' non-European power (the
United: States) fostering ambitious
designs of bankers and speculators
of a greedy and  sectarian world
hegemony.” ~
This is really how Churchill too

sees. the. problem and for this the -

so-called. democracies (“waging a
wayr, against ' totalifarianism”) quite
cynically accept:under- their fold, as
with the case 'of Greece and Yugo-
slavia, the Stalin dictatorship. In
fact, Canada's Prime Minister, Wil-
liam Mackenzie King, has gone so
far as to ecall upon those who have
in the past considered communism
an enemy to forget their past opin-
ions. “Russia,” he said, “is- not now
a threat to freedem and:peace. The
threat is Nazi Germany.”

THE FUTURE?

Thus the imperialists are making
cause with Russia for good substan-
tial' imperialist reasons. They know
that the war is what it was: a war
between German imperialism and
British-U. S. imperialism. The in-
voluntary entrance of Russia in the
war is temporarily beneficial to the
Anglo-American’ bloe. The longer
the latter can by their aid keep the
Russians in the field against Ger-
many, the more they will benefit by
it. How long this will be depends
upon . how. much’ the Red Army has

‘been. weakened by the crimes and)

purges of the Stalin regime.
How far Hitler will go into Russia

depends on the.speed.of his.advance.

His minimum bid is for the Ukraine
and the Baku oil fields. If he should
obtain this in a reasonably short time
then he will have established his own;
invaluable arsenal to counter. Brit-
ain’s American arsenal. The British
position. will then be so much the
more untenable espeecially: in the
Mediterranean: and the Near and:
Middle East. The war will then ex-
tend to India and the. Asjatic conti-
nent and the British Isles will be en-
dangered as never before. Russia

. therefore holds the key as to thel

horizon of the war.

Leviton. Yields.

| After Ten

Month. Strike

The 1,600 Leviton strikers cele-
 brated their vietory. on June 23, after:
voting to accept the agreement finally
arrived at between Local 3, Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers, AFL, and the Leviton Man-
ufacturing Co.

Leviton, a little Ford in his own
right; tried for ten.months to break
the strike. He failed, and at last had
to coneede many of the workers de-
mands. .

The agreement includes a mini-
mum. wage of $15.50—the strikers’,
demand was for a $16 minimum—and
an increase of 10 per cent for those

“would' have more quickly accepted a ° woxkers. vecelving wages. aljoye: the

new. minimum. The workers -have
alse. won' Leviton's signature for im-
proved working and sanitary condi-
tions. The latter are now deplorably
inadequate and cause much discom-
fort and loss of time. The formier
aceounted-for unwarranted accidents,
such as loss of fingers and parts of
fingers, Leviton also agreed. td stop.
charging the workers for broken ma-
terial and to pay them for time while
waiting. for damaged: magchinery - to
be. repaired. The: agreement calls
for, one weék's: vacation with pay.

_ About 200 of the. strikers: voted
against: the agreément because. it
does:. not recognize the closed: shop.
They, felt that the .closed shep; is: necs
essary to-preserve their union:

This is: the fizst -all:outs strike
waged . by. the - Leviton workers. They
have. learned! ther value: of unionism,
of solidarity, of holding out. Eyen

with . such- generous and. able, assist-

ance as Leviton got from strike-
breaker La Guardia’'s police depart-
ment, he could not run his plant
without his regular employees.

CiO Ousts AFL
At Kansas City
Chevrolet Plant

KANSAS CITY, Mo—In a National

‘Labor. Relations Board election, the

collective bargaining privileges in
Kansas City's Chevrolet plant will be
transferred from the. AFL to the CIO
United: Automobile Workers. of - Amer-
ica.

The balloting, held June 18, showed.
an almost-3-to-1i victory. for. the.CIQO,
776 of 1,005 votes: ®favoring the
change: As predicted several months
ago in LABOR. ACTION, it reversed.
the election held in April, 1940. Last,
year Kansas City auto workers were
switched. down: the_wrong, track. by
the onee militant Homer Martin, Who
got his start in this plant. It did not
take them long to see their mistake,
hewever, and to correct it.

Now: a.bargaining election is being-
asked- in the Fisher Body plant; where
union sentiment lags somewhat be--
hind , that of Chevrolet. It-is impor-
tant that the Fisher Body workers
fall in line with their CIO 'brothers
in order to present a united front of

- all auto labor against General Mo-

tors; the ownbrship of‘the AFL un-
jion’s building and funds is also at
stake.

' convoys.

Hitler’s Attack on Russia - - A New
Stage in the World Imperialist War

(Continued from page 1)

partner most valuable for the interests of

the democratic imperialists.

BEWARE OF THE STALINIST LINE

Anglo - American. imperialism under-
stands. not only how important to its victory
is.the role in the war that' Russia.has been
forced by Hitler to play, but also the role
in carrying on.the war campaign at home

—in England and the United States—that

will be played from now on by the Stalinist
parties in these-two countries and, for that
matter, in all others.

“The Workers Party considers.it its solemn
duty to- warn. the workers. of. this. country
against the imperialistt warmongers: and
their latest recruits. from the Communist
Pﬂ"YJ

Up to yesterday, ond- in, harmony. with
the aims of: the Kremlin:bureaucracy in- its
alliance with Hitler, the Communist: Party
has catried on a.campaign of spurious op-
position to the war. In.reality, it declared
its opposition to the United States entering
the war only because such an act would not
suitthe. purposes of the Axis.in general and
the Kremlin. in particular, The whole al-
leged. "anti-war'" position of the Stalinists
since the war broke out has been based
upon their role: as servants. and. apologists
for the Soviet bureaucrats and their foreign
policy. :

It is- not difficult to predict what: course
of action the Stalinists in this country will
follow henceforward, now that the- Krem-

lin: Has shifted from one imperialist: camp -
- rialists are seeking to drag the American

to.the other. As yesterday, so today. and
tomorrow the Stalinists .in Russia and. in
the United States-and in all other countries
subordinate- and subbvert: the interests: of the
working class of every land to the reaction-
ary: interests. of the. Moscow: despots.

From now on in the United, States, this
means that the Communist Party will drop
completely its opposition. to America’s di-
rect. participation: in the war. The: Com-
munist- Party, starting with the slogan of
“All Aid to the Soviet Union,” of “Defense
of the Sayiet. Union,” will proceed: without
delay. to the cry. of ""America Must Enter

‘the Warl ~The' CommunistParty. will: drop™

its fraudulent opposition to Lease-Lend, to
In a word, the Communist Party,
will drop. all pretense of oppesition, to. the
imperialist war. and American. participa-
tion in it. It will' become intensely active
in seeking to mobilize the support of the
working, class of: the nited:States for a war
which all the appeals of the ruling class
have not yet succeeded in making popular
among labor. ‘Itiwill become the spearhead
of’ the warmongers in the trade unions in

particular, not only by spreading pro-war
propaganda but above all by acting as a
brake on the militancy of the workers,
counseling “caution’’"to the unionists and,
" if necessary, doing.all it.can to.undermine
and shatter all independent working class
action, including strike action in defense of
the rights and interests of ‘the toilers.

MAIN ENEMY IS STILL AT HOME

The struggle that every class-conscious
and. militant worker, must, conduct. against
Stalinism and its agents, and . conduct now
with, redoubled  energy, is an.integral; part
iof the struggle that labor in this country
must conduct against those who are still its
main enemies—the American imperialists,
the. ruling class, and their warmongering
spokesmen.

Let every, worker, comscious of h|s in-
terests, be alertly on his gyard against. the
insidious ‘poison of. all the warmongers, re-
gardless of what:banner. they appear under;
regardless of what slogans, they proclaim.
Let-every worker be especially. on his.guard,
so. that his natural feelings, of solidarity
and .sympathy. with the Great Russian Rev-
olution.of 1917 are. not. abused and. men-
daciously exploited by. all. sorts. of scoun-
drels for, the purpose: of winning. labor’s
support: for. the imperialist: war:- Let: every
worker be on his guard; so that his natural
feeling of sympathy for the Soviet masses
who are threatened by the harrors suf-
fered by the peoples of Europe already con-
quered by Hitler, are not diverted into the
bloody channels through which the impe-

people into the war.

As always—from the day the Second
World War started and before that—our
Workers Party remains the irreconcilable
enemy of imperialist war,. that great de-
stroyer of the peoples.

As always, our Workers. Party remains
the sworn enemy. of all. capitalist reaction,
and above all of blood-stained fascism.
© But, as we have never ceased to empha-
size, and.as recent events in-the world have
proved. over and over again, Hitlerism and
Fascism cannot. be conquered by the war
t.tr,gf the imperialists.ar by, supparting, the im-
“perialist war. For.labor to.support the im-
perialist. war, no matter on what basis,
means. in the end to promote the. advance
of reaction, means to: give up the only.
guarantee against the victory of fascist to-
talitgrianism, namely, a militant, bold and .
independent working class, with militant
and independent. working. class. organiza-
tions at its disposal.

For the victory over fascism and reac-
tion, there is only one road. Thol;l'is_the road

of the struggle. uf\ ‘the workmg class for |t
self, for its own. interests, for its,own aims
‘which, are the interests and.aims of:all op»
pressed and suffering peoples. That is the
road: of the working: class. struggle for its
own goyernment—the government. of, fo
and.by, the workers. That is the road of tha
Socialist United States of Europe, the So+
cialist: United States of: the. World!

To travel this road successfully, the work=
ing class.must. not. give an ounce of support
to any, of the warring governments, those
government: and: regimes which: have
brought such appalling misery and’ fnght-
Jfulness to the world.

In order to put an end, once for, C.l" tq
the barbarism with which the world is
threatened, to put an end to capitalism and
‘its periodic wars, to put an end to the
"democratic’’ empires with their millions
of colonial slaves, to put.an end. to fascism
with its unspeakable terror and.oppression,
to put: an. end to the reactionary. pall of
Stalinism—the working class and the op-~
pressed peoples of the world must unite
their. invincible forces against both. of the
worrlng camps:

Against the imperialist war- comp oﬁ
Berlin-Rome-Tokyo!’

Against the. imperialist war camp oﬁ
Washington-London-Mascow!:

On with the fight for the only sacred and@
just cause—the victory of the Third Camp,
the camp of the suffering peoples, the
camp. of the exploited. workers of. all lands;
of the disinherited and. oppressed masses:
of the colonies!

Long live the.coming victory of freedom
and peace, the victory of the international
socialist brotherhood: of. the peoples! -

« THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE
+  OF THE WORKERS PARTY,
Max Shachtman, Nat’l Sec'y. .

Special Interest--
(Continued from page 2) A

As for the ruin of the corn and cotton kmgs by
the lowering of prices, the poor farmers, the share-
croppers and the workers have no tears for them:

- or for any other gang of plundering capitalists!

The worki clﬂsé housewife has ne. use: f
export marker}:s ior 'hlgh price: sﬁruchures, ‘for ‘g0
ernment policies generous to the profiteers. FOR
THE WORKING CLASS THESE ARE NO REA-
SONS FOR:PAYING 23 AND 27 RER.CENT MORE
FOR, FOOD AND COTTON: GOODS.

" The workers want an abundance of the prod-
ucts of the land and of the factories!

The bosses: of 'agricultare and: industry and the_
bess- governmentigive the workers. CAPITALISTIC

REASONS for not letting. them have what they
‘need!

Workers' - conirol- of- agriculture and industry
under a, workers' government WILL DELIVER:
THE GOODS! ;

SUSAN GREEN.

Churchill, doubtless after

1e Aﬁgfa.-:American Imperialists Warm Up to Stalin

unless it is to prefer Stalin. For Stalin’s crimes were

By DAVID COOLIDGE

The unholy glee and crass cynicism with which the
Anglo-American imperialists received' the news that
Stalin and Hitler were at. each other’s: threats revealed,
not only the desperate plight. of England but also. some-
thing of the brazen. and callous: aims: of the capitalist
war-malkers. The great satisfaction and, the enthusiasm
of: the “democracies” was. chilled: only after reflection
on: thie possibility of a quick Russian defeat. Such a con-
swmmation would: be terrible to contemplate; for; said
the New York Times: “complete German victory in Rus-
sia would be a, catastrophe of the first: importance for
England and America, If would enable Hitler- to defy
the British blockade, to secure.petroleum and.foed sup-
plies for years, to create a vassal regime in, Russia, to
seize India and the oilfields of the Near East, to. make
a temporary alliance with Japan for the seizure of China
and the Netherlands . Indies, and.to threaten the United
States from both oceans.”

Added to this is their. embarrassment at bemg forced ~

to soften their attitude foward the Stalinist' bureaucracy:

Despite all these mixed emotions the dominant effect of
the. Stalin-Hitler struggle. was to. produce satisfaction,
joy and a high degree of contentment. It is a “breathing.
spell* for the “democracies,” and despite their hatred of:
that for which they pretend Stalinism stands (soeialism),
they give thanks to their gods for this blessing: What.
they mean by a “breathing spell” is the opportunity to
go full'speed ahead with preparations for decisive actign
against Hitler. The respite, no matter how brief, is a
boon to the Anglo-American imperialists.

It means also that the Anglo-American imperialists
begin to get their first real taste of success, the first real.
glimmer of salvation and victory. But they must hurry,
says the Times; no resting, no time out for. intemperate
rejoicing. “If Russia can be kept in the war until win-
ter, or nine weeks instead of six, or six weeks instead
of three,” says the Times, “it may make an enormous
difference in the outcome of the whole conflict” And
again: “It is manifestly to our advantage to-have Hit-
ler's campaign in Russia as long-drawn-out: and/as:costly
to him as possible. This will not. only give Britain pre-
cious time; it will enable us fo perfect our own defenses.”
There you have it: keep.the Russian and German work-
.ers busy butchering each other while we prepare the
Anglo-American working classes for this orgy of murder,
rapine and)imperialist pillage.:

CHURCHILL HITS LOW POINT - I

The low point in this Roman holiday. -was: the speech:

of Churchill: this. astute: capitalist statesman. this. trum-

petm' of Bnush imperialism, thls butcher of détensel&ss:

}

African and| Indian natives.

consultation with Roosevelt; reached the greatest heights

. of hypocrisy, capitalist demagogy and political trickery.
Churchill weeps all over the place, he is: bowed down
with grief for the “Russian people’; they are “defending

their. native soil.. . . poor as are the Russian, peasants,

workmen and.soldiers, he (Hitler) inust steal from them

their daily bread. He must devour their harvests. He

must' rob them of thie oil which drives their plows and

thus produces a fafline witheut example in human his-

tory.” This sleek and overfat master, 6f" words and fine

phrases goes on with his disgusting. feigning of. sympa-

thy for the Russian people. “I see the 10,000 villages. of

Russia where the means of existence was wrung se

hardly from the soil, but where there are still primor-'
dial human joys, where maidens laugh and children
play. I see advancing upon all this, in hideous. on-
slaught; the:Nazi war machine. . *.* But.Churchill' sees
more with his-benign humanitarian soul.
sian soldiers standing on the threshhold of their native
land guardjng the fields. which their fathers. have-tilled,
from time:immemorial; I see them guarding their homes,
their mothers and wives pray, ah, yes, for there are times
when all pray. for the safety of their loved ones, for the
refurn of the breadwinner, of the champion, of: their
protectors.”

This arch-imperialist is. not here engagmg only: in.
simple oratory. He is holding before the Anglo-Ameri-
can workers the idea of defense of the fatherland: Just
as the Russian peasant defends his fields and guards. his
home; so you too, British and Americans, must defend
the fields which yours fathers have tilled from time im-
memorial. But just as the Russian worker, tilled soil for
centuries which he did nét own, so too do British and
American workers till soil which they do not own.
Churchill conceals, as do all the defenders of capitalism,
that the workers have no fatherland, they have no coun-
try. The-governments are the governments of the bosses;
the land: is owned by landlerds, banks and insurance
companies; thie factories, mines and mills are- owned- by
big spockholders and bondholders.

e-workers do not even have homes to defend. The

shacks we. live-in are owned by banks and the properiy "

owning- aristocracy, Sometimes we. hold: the deéed. bui
the: bank. holds the morigage. When the worker. fights
to defend the: “fields,” he fights to.defend the property
of the imperialist:ruling class,

Churchill in this flowery and revol.tmg oratorial flight
_seeks: to hide: the imperialist character of the war and
‘the Iundamental evils of capitalist society. Therefore he
can: say. “this-is no class. war- It is-a war: in which the
whole: British: Brapire and Commonwealth. of Nations. is
engaged without. distinction of race, ereed or party.” -

“I'see the Rus- -

We remind Churchill that we can see some.things.
also. We look back two decades. We see the Russian
peasants and workers, after a victorious revolution in
which they smashed their. Churchills; faced with another
invader moving upoen them from north, south, east and.
west: This invader blockaded their ports and, even de-
nied: them food to keep from starving and medicine to
heal .the sick. This- invasion.was organized; finaneced and
led by the same Anglo-Ameriean imperialists who, pre-
tend to: weep today, over. the plight of laughing maidens.
and rollicking. children. Churchill stood at the head and
front of.this counter-revolutionary attack on the Russia
of: Lenin.and Trotsky.

' Churehill's perfidy, is unbounded. Noti only: does he.
weep for the plight of Russia, but: for China and India
as well. Hitler is after them too. This is Churchill, im-
perialist brigand who personally has led-the bloodiest: ofi
assaults: on helpless Indian natives.. The spokesman for
the English exploiters: who have taken billions out of the
toil of the Indian masses; murdered them, bombed them
and, denied them even the most elementary. political

> freedom. This, murderer, this, liar, whose: class. went' to

war against China to force the Chinese people to.con-
tinue the cultivation and use of opium for the enrich-
ment of-the British ruling class. This is- the man who
comes before, the world, to call. Hitler a “monster: of.
wickedness” and Mussolini.a “jackal.

Despite his. admitted age<long opposition to commu-
nism, or socialism, or for that matter anything that will
give security to the working class, Churchill is anxious:
«to come to the aid of Stalin: the butcher in the Kremlin.
He can do this because he knows that there is no com-
munism or soeialism in Russia. He knows this as well
as the New York Times, which remarked that Stalin.
had “betrayed the international communist movement
of ‘'which he was the leader.” The whole Anglo-American
ruling class knows this. They are well aware that Stalin
most. treacherously betrayed the. working ®class- of: the
whole - world. They don't fear Stalin, they. only, seek to
use him now in their own foul designs against the
worlkers of thejr own, countries. :

Churchill talks of “the worst feasures of communism.

. No one has been a more consistent opponent of com-
munism- than I have for the last twenty-fiver years .. . .
but- all this fades away before the spectaele which is
now -unfolding . . . the past with its crimes flashes away.”
What is: this past. of Stalin’s. which flashes away, and
which: Churchill and his brother American imperialists
can forget so easily? First we must remark that Church-

ill is-talking not only about the crimes of Stalin but of

‘the. “crimes” .of Lenin, and: Trotsky. also. The: capitalist
brigands make no distinction between Lenin and Stalin,

“
i

not against England and. the United' States; but against:
the world working class. Stalin killed the revolution,
wrecked the Bolshevik Party. and. enslaved the Russian
proletaviat. Surely the Anglo- American imperialists
have no objeetion to this and of "course this “past with: .
its erimes.. . . flashes away.”-

Sumner Welles for the United States echoed the
Churchill politics: the “principles and doctnnes of Com-
munist dictatorship are as intolerable-. . . as are the
principles: and dectrines of Nazi-dictatorship.” But, said
Sumner Welles, “Hitler’s armies are today. the chief dan-
ger, to the Americas. . . .” The Times adds: “if a man.is
unfortunate enough to-find himself:in a-field with a mad
bull and the bull turns: suddenly. om a terrier that has:
been following at his heels, the man, does.not, need, to:
share the terrier ‘ideology’ in order to hope that. the
chase will be a long one and that the bull'will break l(ﬂs
neck.”

TIME FOR THE MASSES TO SPEAK

Thus. the “democracies,” the imperialists, expose
themselves to the gaze and scrutiny of the workers of
the world. 'They sing hosannahs to Stalin because he'has:.
been forced to come to their aid. The thousands of Rus-
sian workers. and peasants, betrayed by, Stalin and:who.
will fall before the advance of the Nazi war machine,
will die to save Anglo-American imperialism, These!
workers: and: peasants; sold out:by the stupid:and:treache
erous Stalinist bureaucracy, die today. to give the. Roose=
velt-Churchill governments time to prepare the British
and. American workers. for the same ghastly death: to=
morrow. “Long live the Russo-German. war” sing: the
Anglo-American imperialists; “until winter, ‘or . ning
* weeks instead of six, or six weeks instead of three ...

It is now time for the workers of the world and: the-
colonial people to speak. The imperialist, monsters: and:
jackals have had their say. They have spoken well and!
eloquently for their class and their class interests. All
of them—Churchill and Hitler; the doddering Petain
the jackass Mussolini, the- strikebreaker in the Whi
House—have spoken. It is now time for the workers; o;
Germany and Russia, England and the United States,
Italy and France\, to speak with all their tremendous,;
force and might.

The working class in every country engaged. in th
war, has a job to do: kick out its national ruling class
run the. mines; mills, factories, railroads and: banks
Establish. a, workers’ government in every, couniry.
Give independence to the colonial peoples. Build: th
WORLD FEDERATION OF WORKERS' GOVER
MENTS: AND SOCIALIST REPUBLICS,
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ACTION

"OUR PROGRAM AGAINST
" THE WAR

Against both imperialist war camps!
For the third camp of World Labor
and lh.e colonial peoples!
For the right to strike! For the defense
of civil liberties and all workers’ rights!
Stop the persecution of aliens. Against
the M-Day plans and war-time dictator-
- ship.
Thirty hours a week; thirty dollars min-
imum pay! Time and a half wages for
overtime above 30 hours. For increased
wages to meet the rising cost of living.
Let the people vote on war! For the
right of youth to vote at the age of 18
—old enough to fight, old enough to
vote! '
Not a man, not a cent for Wall Street’s
war! A capital levy to cover the costs
of imperialist war. No indireet taxes
on the people.
Conscript the war
workers’ control!
Expropriate the “Sixty Families”—the
" thrée per cent of the people who own
ninety per cent of the wealth!
No government contract without a un-
ion contract!
Abolish secret diplomacy! Open the
files of the State Department.
Full workers’ rights for conscripts—the
right to organize and to bargain col-
lectively with the officers, the right of
free speech, press and assembly.
Double the wages of the conscripts!
Former employers to pay the wage dif-
Jerential and guarantee return of the
job.
Withdraw all armed forces from terri-
tory outside the United States. Free
the colonies. Hands off Latin America.
- Down with Jim-Crow and ;anti-Semi-
tism! For full social, economic and
political equglity for Negroes. End dis-
crimination against Negroes in indus-
try and in the trade unions. :
For Workers’ Defense Guards against
- fascist and vigilante attacks!
For an Independent Labor Party.
For a workers’ government and a peo-
- ple’s army! No confidence in the
R elt government
For Peace through Socialism. For the
Socialist United States of the Americas,
jor the Socialist United States of Eu-
rope, for the World Socialist Federa-
tion.

industries under
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Don’t Want War

* *There’s damn little sentiment for the war
~ dmong the soldiers. For that matter, there’s
'damn little favorable sentiment for army
life, either.

. If the capitalist papers were really re-
porting the truth, and if the brass hats
would allow the truth to be told, the pages
- of the newspapers would be filled with
draftee complaints against army life and
‘with their opposition to the war.

'__-Ih'Camp Dix, for example, there was a

real to-do 6n Memorial Day. The conscripts
- had been promised holiday furloughs. When
these were cancelled, the men stormed

around the camp, broke windows, and in

“other ways indicated their displeasure. The

army squelched the news, though one or
two reports seeped through to the papers,
_notably the New York Daily News. The
next day the brass hat in charge of the
camp admitted there had been trouble, but
vsaid it had ended when the men were
"thrilled”” with the promise of maneuvers.

{Oh,_yeah!)

- Similarly- the very pro-war and careful
New York Times accidentally revealed the

state of mind in the army ranks this week.
Writing a report from the field headquar-
“ters of the Second Army, on. maneuvers at
‘Manchester, Tenn., on how the men joined

g hill-billy dance in town, their military ex-
pert, Hanson W. Baldwin, inadvertently
‘wrote this (June 23, page 15): “The 77,-
000—grimy and sunburned and tired—
‘ended a hard exercise Friday and then yes-
_terday afternoon the blow came. The after-
‘noon papers and the radio gave the news;
the Secretary of War had asked Congress

or legislation to keep the National Guard
and the Reserve Officers:in service ‘for the
duration of the emergency.’ ,

_ ”Most of the erstwhile Guardsmén have
tever severed their civilian life; most of
them had hoped to go home in the fall; an
extended term of.active service was not
welcome. . . . g e

""So the ‘Damnyankees’ were in a somber
mood when they went to Lynchburg last
night though it was Saturday night and

1oney jingled in their pockets. . . ,

“Some time before 11 o'clock the an-

louncer said: ' Lo

- " 'Germany has declared war on Russia.’

"There were yells and applause, espe-
cially from the soldiers. For again, there’s
no doubt about it; most of the boys in this

an’s army don't, want to fight. They'll go

hey're sent, but they cheered because
y hoped that 'Old Adolph’ had bitten off

.ByAﬁy Name...

more than he could chew at last.” (Our
emphasis.) .

Coming from the ultra-jingoist New York
Times, that’s evidence enough.

Without Tears

" The capitalist press, including the north-
ern papers, have been very profuse in its

_eulogies of the late lamented Honorable

Pat Harrison, senior senator from the sov-
ereign state of Mississippi. He has been
extolled throughout the land for his ster-
ling- character, and his infectious charm
and statesmanship. The nation mourns his
passing, says the press, his loss will be
greatly“felt, he was an astute and experi-'
enced politician, "he represented the con-
stituency of financial sanity.”’

There are several things, however, that
the- capitalist press did not mention. We
will relate a few of them. Pat Harrison was
a senator from perhaps the most backward,
illiterate and savage state 'in the whole
United States. Mississippi is perhaps the
one state in the union that has never made
a single outstanding contribution to civil-
ization or human culture. The only possi-
ble exception to this is the tase of Blanche
K. Bruce, Negro senator from Mississippi.
For a Negro to step into the Senate from
the cotton plantations of Mississippi is
something for white Mississippians to boast
of; but, of course, they don’t. '

Mississippi is the heart of darkest Amer-

ica. It is the only state that does not have
a workmen’s compensation act. Its record
of lynching, peonage, serfdom, poverty, op-
pression and ignorance is not exceeded by
any state in the Union.

Mississippi is one of the leading “poll
tax states.”” Two years’ residence is required
before one is eligible to vote. Added to
this, a $2.00 voting tax, cumulative over
two years, is the law. The ““poor whites”
are disfranchised by the poll tax law and
Negroes are disfranchised not only by this
act but also through other devious devices,
legal, illegal and extra-legal.

This is the state that Pat Harrison repre-
sented in the Senate of the United States.
We should like to read some of the eulogies
of him that could be written by Negro and
white workers: by the tenant farmers and
share-croppers; by the people who sweated
under the lash of the landlords whose
spokesman Pat Harrison was. The capital-
ist press north and south may mourn his
passing, but the workers of Mississippi can
only hope and struggle for the day when
he and all his kind shall have passed,/along
with the system of exploitation and oppres-
sion which Harrison represented.

-

A considerable part of the Army's epgi._—
neer.corps is going to be made up of Negro
conscripts. Very fancy that: engineers!

BUT . . . Jim-Crow by any name smells

. just as sour.

~ What do we mean? This: the labor bat-
talions of the last war are simply being in-
corporated into the engineer corps. That is

- to say, the pick and shovel boys will no

longer have the unattractive standing of

“laborers”; they will be enrolled in the en- °

gineer corps . . . where they will still be
pick and shovel boys. And who will make
up the battalions to the extent possible?
Negroes! ' '

Now we admit it: this isn't the most fla-
grant instance of Jim-Crow in the Army.
Merely an indication. So far as possible,
Negroes will nét be allowed the “exalted”’
occupation of soldiers. Just as in civil life
they are compelled to perform the most

menial tasks, so'too in the Army and Navy. -

Especially interesting in this connection
is the fact that the battaliohs composed of
Negroes will not be officered by Negroes,
There are in the country plenty of Negro
engineers.. Many of these will be drafted.
But will any of these be made officers in
the engineer corps? No, sir! It will be the
pick and shovel for them too unless they
are assigned to some other kind of Jim-
Crow regiment. The officer in charge will
be white. . :

"Engineers’’ or laborers, we repeat: Jim-
Crow by any name . . .

We Demand:
Conscript the War
Industries Under
Workers’ Control!

¥
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__ Speed-Up in War Production

Kicks Safety Out of Window

By SUSAN GREEN _

Since its outbreak in  September,
1939, the criminal imperialist, war
has been reaping ‘a harvest of dead

".and injured. workers from the fac-
" tories of this country, presumably at

peace. »
In 1940; according to’National Safe-
ty. Council statistics, 17,000 workers
were Killed on their jobs. "This figure
for 1940 is way above the industrial
-deaths of the preceding year.
- +Also in 1940 there were injured in
American factories 1,400,000 toilers..,
Some are permanently crippled; oth-
ers were temporarily disabled. These
industrial wounded in “peaceful”
~America in 1940 alone amount to
more than 10 per cent of the wound-
ed in World War No. 1.

The Red Cross explains the in-

' crease in industrial deaths and acci-

dents by the “inereased tempo.” The
New York Times refers to them as
“a consequence of rearmament.” The
- magazine Business Week frankly
states that “when emphasis is strong
on'production at any cost, safety pre-

cauntions are likely to be relaxed, and -

accidents rise accordingly.”

. Thus there is absolute agreement
from all sources as to the cause of
the increase in industrial deaths and
injuries. THE WORKERS ARE PAY-
" ING. WITH LIFE AND LIMB FOR
THE FRANTIC WAR PREPARA-
TIONS OF THE IMPERIALIST
ROOSEVELT ADMINISTRATION
AND FOR THE HUGE WAR PROF-
-ITS OF THE BOSSES. These dead
and injured workers are the victims

" ) of the bosées‘ war just as are the civil-

ians bombed from the air, the sailors
torpedoed at sea, the soldiers slain on
the battlefield.

More to Come

The industrial casualties of the war
for 1940, -high as they are, indicate
only the beginning of the ravages of
the war on the workers. Already
for the month of March, 1941, the
workers needlessly sacrificed at their
jobs numbered 7 per cent more than
in March, 1940. But this is a mere
pimple on an elephant's hide ‘com-
pared to what is coming. ¢

This prediction is made by no less
an authority on death and accidents
than Norman H. Davis, chairman of:
the Red, Cross. Says Mr. Davis:
“Mass hazards are greater and will

- without doubt continue to increase.” -

Mr. Davis said a mouthful. THE
INDUSTRIAL SPEED-UP IS BEING
INTENSIFIED. 1

' Ralph Hendershot, writer of the
column “Wall  Street” in the New
York World - Telegram — which de-
notes for whom and to whom he
speaks—attests to the coming intensi-
fied industrial speed-up.. He is not
satisfied with the results thus far.
He_comments that,"“despite the step-
up in the work week, American
workmen are still considerably be-
hind the general average in EUROPE
in peint of honr_'.;.”" )

In speaking to and_for Wall Street,
Mr.
pretend. EUROPE IS NOW DOMI-
. NATED BY HITLER. As far as
hours, wages, working conditions and
the general enslavement of labor are

“It's a Long Way
From Home"

By TED LYONS

Draftees and National Guardsmen’are plenty excited these days. And it's

not the Stalin-Hitler rift nor the new 1

941 girls’ swim suits that have the boys

in a dither. 1i's the news emanating from the army big shots. The news that

National Guardsmen #are to be kept
year's time. Awnd the news that the
longed stay.

Men on leave from Camp Forrest,

in training camps for more than the
draftees will soon face the same pro-

Tenn., report that National Guardsmen

from the 33rd Illinois Division are deeply enraged over the brass hat proposal
to keep them in service for more than a year. '

" Most of the boys are repoited 10 be thoroughly disgusted and disillusioned
about any and all .of Roosevelt’s promisés. The loud voiced opinion of these
boys is that they were promised to be let out in one year and now the govern-

“ment has gone and “double-crossed us.”

Yes, the guardsmen are fed up wi

th army life. The recent use of U. S.

troops to break up the North American Aviation workers' strike has met

with the almost unanimous disapprov

al of the whole camp. The boys want

‘to finish up their year and get out of this strike-breaking outfit.

FEEL THEY WERE DUPED BY POLITICIANS

Reports from Alexandria,'La., where over 80,000 soldiers, mostly from the

‘Midwest, are located, concur with the news from Camp Forrest. There is a,

lot of talk about America entering the

war and the opinion of the overwhelm-

:ing maj _ority of the draftees on_this question is that they've been duped by the
big-shot Washington politicians into believing that they would only have to

SEerve a year.

-

As one draftee expressed it, “Now that they've got us in the army: they
think that they're going to shove us all over hell, keep us here as long as they
feel like, and male us bust strikes. Well, the boys down at C'amp Claibourne
don’t like it and there’ll be holy hell to pay if this keeps up.”

NEGRO DRAFTEES FED UP WITH JIM-CROW

Trouble has also been reported brewing down in Camp Davis, near Wil-
mington, N. C. A large number of Negro draftees from the Sixth (Chicago)
Corps Area are getting fed up with the Jim-Crow abuses they are made to

suffer in this southern town,

These Negroes are young féllows who were born ‘and raised in the North
and -aren't taking to southern Jim-Crow. “National defense” or no “national

defense,” a lot of draftees have risked
trotted off home, having had their fill

court martial, packed up their stuff and
of American “democracy.”

‘Even the U. S. Army Recruiting Service has admitted getting absolutely
nowhere in trying to sign the draftees up for a thyee-year period. All sorts
of inducements have been tried' and all have failed. The boys want o go
homie. The boys want to stop playing soldier. They are sick and tired of

_army “democracy” and army “life” They want to go back to their jobs, their

pals, 'their girls, their parents—and if they had anything to say about it they'd
all be home in less time_than it takes Joe Louis to put his opponents to sleep.

North America
Encouraged by

Special ‘to Labor Action

* LOS ANGELES — North American

Aviation workers and the entire
West Coast CIO expect to make
great strides forward following ‘the
cheerful and inspiring news of the
CIO's triumph over Henry Ford. 3

The conjrast between what Ford
conceded to the autoworkers and the
lousy rates of pay at North American
and other plants is so great that in-
creased agitation among the workers
has resulted.

At North American, the U. S. Army

"still has large detachments on guard

—although the strike was called off
two weeks ago—since there is no sign
that the bitter resentment of the ex-
strikers is abafing.

It is an accepted fact here that,
when the Army leaves, the plant will °
become quickly unionized all the way
through, and only a real wage in-
crease and other demand satisfac-

-tions can bring comparative peace.

All attempts of the Army to intimi-

-date and break the unionists’ spirits

have failed. In an official statement

‘by an AFL leader; playing ball with

the, eompany, it was pointed. out
that “conditions in the plant are very

n Workers
Ford Victory

unsatisfactory. The men’ are distrust-
ful, won't speak to non-strikers,” etc.
Unionists know what this means.

Meanwhile, Richard T. Franken- -

steen, CIO aircraft director, took
two stooges with him to Washington
to negotiate a contract for the union,
thereby disregarding the officially"
elected negotiating committee.

Possibility that the Mediation Board
will give some pay increases and
other demands i{o the North Amer-
ican workers in an effort to appease
them was seen in the fact that Lou
Michener, West Coast autoworkers
director, has been trying to make a
behind-the-scenes deal with Franken-
steen o get in on the negotiations.

Michener was ready 1o repudiate
his previous role provided he could"
get on the negoliating committee in
Washington, it was reliably learned.
His overtures through emissaries
were rejected by Frankensteen. Un-
til this point, Michener stood solidly
with the strikers and fought for re-
instatement of the entire negotiating
committee. Now it appears that may-
be the Stalinists will retreat in the
internal situation to the point of bel- .
JLy-crawiing, s

Hendershot does, not have to’

concerned, HITLERISM IS AN
IDEAL WHICH THE WALL STREET
INTERESTS SFRIVE TO ATTAIN.

Already tool workers are putting
in an average of 52 hours a week as
against 42 hours when the war broke
out. Some tool and die workers are
even on a 60-hour basis.

Pressure is exerted on workers to
forego their -hard-earned vacations.
For instance, throughout the Curtiss-
Wright Corporation, employing 38,-
000 workers, there will be no vaca-
tions this summer—except, of course,
for the directors, officers and stock-
holders. ’ ’

The president of the company soft-
soaps the workers by calling them
“loyal”- and boasting of the ‘60 air-
planes, 280 engines and 175 propellers
that will be produced above the
schedule. He does not reveal the
profit of the company on this addi-
tional production—in which little
dent will be -made by the vacation
pay the workers will get. Nor does
he allude to the great hazard to the
life and limb of. tired workers going
at top speed without rest. Nor does
he estimate how many deaths and
injuries will result. "Nor does he
pledge to he “loyal” to the workers
when he has robbed them of their
nervous and muscular energy so that
they can no longer make the grade.

“At Any Cost”

Plainly, the whole war-mongering
fraternity are out to eéxtract the last
ounce of labor-power from the work-
ers. .

The production belt is geared in
high. Hours are lengthened to the
limit. Vacations are classified among
“subversive” activities. ~Thus con-
stant t{ension, enervation, exhaustion,
will be added to the causes for in-
(dustrial accidents in normal times,
such as unsafe tools, lack of safety
devices, improper ventilation and
lighting. As Business Week puts it,
“when emphasis is on production AT
ANY COST,” payment is made in
terms of the flesh and blood of the
workers. -

As the war progresses with the
United States a . belligerent—if - the
workers do not stop it—thé 17,000
killed and the 1,400,000 injured in
industry in 1940, will ‘become’ a mere
fraction of the industrial casualties.
The destructive octopus of imperial-
ist war will stretch its deadly tenta-
cles into . the factories, mines and
mills, and THE NUMBER OF VIC-
TIMS WILL RUN INTO MILLIONS.

The Red Cross—that subservient
scrubwoman kept by the bosses to
mop up the blood they spill—is pre-
paring for the shambles it expects in
the factories. It is organizing hun-
dreds of volunieer first aid -detach-
ments to operate in industries, In ac-
cordlance with the unalterable policy
of the Red Cross at home and on
battlefields, 1t does nothing 10 pre-
vent the spilling of blood by the
bosses. It merely provides more mops.

The workers do not want more
‘mops. THEY WANT TO PREVENT
A SHAMBLES IN INDUSTRY! They
want to stay alive—AND WITH ALL
THEIR PARTS INTACT!

Our Program "

The Workers Party, believing that
in this case the best defensive’strat-
egy is to take the offensive, comes
out for a 30-hour week with over-
time for all work above 30 hours.

. Militant workers: are putting up a
grand fight for wage increases to
meet the cost of living. They must
fight just as hard against the speed-
up and against the lengthening of the
working week. They must fight to
keep their hard-won vacations.

© After ten years and more of lean
earnings or none at all, workers are
avid for a pay envelope WITH A
LITTLE BULGE TO IT. They sub-
mit to the long work week and to
working during vacation lime be-
cause of the overtime paid. BUT
THIS IS SHORT-SIGHTED.

That the workers should benefit by
the present demand for labor is be-
yond question. But the bulge in the

 pay envelope should come out of the

bosses’ war profits—NOT OUT OF
THE LIFE BLOOD OF THE WORK-
ERS. Higher wages, not longer hours,
should make that bulge.

DOWN WITH THE SPEED-U'P!‘

WORKERS, PROTECT YOUR
LIVES, YOUR LIMBS, YOUR POW-
ER TO LABOR!

._\;_THE NEGRO‘.’S_ FIGHT—
Jingoes Move

In on Harlem--
Get Nowhere!

& By J. E. JOHNSON

(HENRY PELHAM contributes this guest column)

Events' on this planet are changing with blitz
tempo. The French attack French in Syria; Ne-
groes fighting for Italy attack Negroes [j‘ghting for
Britain in Ethiopia. Hitler attacks his erstwhile
pal and crony Stalin. :

In America, the oppressed Negroes have sud-
denly found, to their utmost surptise, a new “ally”
—the Fight for-Freedom Committee, with Senator
Carter Glass as its honorary chairman.

Within the last two weeks this committee made
a discovery, about the same time as the President.
Both discovered that Negroes are discriminated
against, lynched and put to other minor incon-
veniences.

The committee forthwith sends Jameés Crow up
to Harlem t6 open a separate office, where they
are ready to go to bat for the Negroes.

All Negroes are aware of the valiant fight Sen-
ator Glass has made for Negro rights for the last
40 years, and how he sponsored their uplift—one
by one. So the committee deemed it unnecessary
t_o place his signature on the literature circulating
in Ne\;v York City. - !

On investigation it has been found that Negroes
are not showing the proper amount of enthusiasm
for this war. We still buy our daily numbers in-
stead of savings stamps. We are beefing bechuse
we have more jobs than the white workers, espe-
cially skilled jobs in defense industry. Our con-

scripts are treated far better than. the whites on
and off duty, -

An_d to top it off, we are planning to march to
Washington and embarrass thes Administration
over this sad state of affairs. '

MONSTER MASS MEETING FOR FREEDOM

_ On Sunday, June 22, they held a widely publi-
cized meeting at the Golden Gate Ballroom (which
see.zts 5,090} and among the speakers were: Col.
William “(Wild BilD Donovan, who has always
bgen a champion of Negro rights (only Negroes
dlc?n‘t know it); Robert Sherwood; Herbert Agar
edltm_' of the Louisville Courier-Journal, anothex:'
great  uphiter; Dorothy Parker; and the standard
bearer of Negro Elkdom, J. Finley Wilson, who
ascended to power the same year (1822) his con-
temporary dictator did in Italy, and has had the
Elks in-his vést pocket ever since. ;

Brother Wilson merely came to see that our
“friends” Carter Glass and Bill Donovan didn't try -
to sel_l_!hus down the river. If there was to be any
traffic in Negro wage-slaves he would conduct that
himself,

An effort was made to rope the Rev. A. Clayton
Powell in as a speaker, but he outsmarted the com-
mittee. But a few of the streamlined Uncle Toms
held still long eriough to have their minds greased,
as follows:. Fred R. Moore, editor of the New York
Age, honorary chairman; Thomas B. Yutt, chair-
man; E.-O. King, treasurer; and Ed White, execu-
tive secretary. N :

Among the list of forty or more sponsors ap-
pears only one Negro—A. Philip Randolph. Hey!
What is this? We thought he was heading the
march to Washington? Who was it who said some-
thing about serving {wo masters?

“WE ARE COMING, FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT”

After Mrs. Roosevelt's ‘trip to New York City
on Friday, June 13, to confer with Mayor La Guar-
dia, Randolph and Walter White attempting to
convince them that this trek is untimely and un-
necessary, and despite the fact that the President .
had Randolph, White and Crosswaith come .to
Washington on June 16 to confer with Navy Sec-
retary Knox and officials of the OPM, and despite
the fact that Randolph received a telegram to

. make a return trip to the Capital on June 20, these
ungrateful Negroes in Harlem turned their backs
on the meeling held by the Fight for Freedom
Committee and only a mere handful came to pack .
this vast hall.

White and Randolph have informed the Admin-
istration that “the ball has rolled too far” to call
the march off.' What they mean is—anyone who
dared retreat now would lose face Wwith the Negro
masses.

And now to add insull to injury these impu--
dent Negroes are rumning all over Harlem distrib-
uting leaflets for the march and singing “We are
coming, Father Franklin, one hundred thousand

strong.”
\
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LABOR ACTION

114 W. 14th Street

New York City

Dear Friends: @ .
. | am interested in learning more about
the Workers Party and its fight against
the bosses’ war plans.

Name :

Address

/ 3

Congressrﬁen:
Take Note!

A Belgian news agency reported
to London that 125,000 workers in
German-occupied Belgium were on
strike for additional rations and a
25 per cent wage increase. The re-
port stated that the strike started
among Liege miners and street rail-
way employees.

The Congress of the Unit_.‘ed States,
in the.act of Hitlerizing the Ameri-
can worl{i’i_‘lg'lcle'iss.\rrﬁ'gll.lf stop to con-
template the fact that even Hitlerism
in the’-._mjiéina] c"'mnot. end. the class

cstruggles o p LD
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