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ADOPTS

Meets in Spirited Sessions

The Ninth National Convention of the Young People’s
Socialist League, convened in Philadelphia on September
1 3rd, enthusiastically adopted revelutionary prineiples and
laid ambitious plans to implement these principles.

The convention .of 102 delegates represented 1000 of
the most active revolutionary elements from coeast to coast
and included seamen, agricultural workers, rubber work-
{ers, steel workers and representatives of other major
Findustries. Several who attended were out on bail for
felass struggle activity. These young workers and students
unammously passed a resolution for the formation of the
‘Fourth International, and one on Spain, based on a re-
volutlonary Soc:ahst approach.

~

102 delegates attended the
National’ Convention of the

}¥oung Peoples Socialist League.
Thsy ‘came py every route from
maﬁes in 11 states. Two came
- fby sea (from California); some
‘{by car; some by thumb, box car,

and bus. They came to Philadel-
phia ' representing - 1000 young
militants, and lent their prole-
‘tarian vigor to the mest spiri-
ted convention in the history. of
the League.

Where did they come from?

Eight trekked the long distance
from California (Padsdena, San
Diego, Los Angeles, Dominguez

“| Hill, San Franecisco). Nine others

could not make the long journey
and elected eastern comrades to
[serve as their proxies (Berkely,
Stockton, and one Los Angeles
Me. They were the only

)1

vom Chicago; 3 from Akron; 4
: Mm 4 from Newark.

-
_ ‘convention and the victory of the

: _memcﬁmoftmpmlelled gerry-

! seated as delegates.).
] ?m m from Minneapolis; 23

The principled nature of the

& last few months, heen

mandering at the hands of the
national and New York City
centrist - controlled administra-
tions.

When ‘it became obvious to the
lcentrists and reformists that
their long and flagrant campaign
fof gerry-mander—including falsi-
i fication of dues records, fantastic
a.pportiomnent of delegates, in-
validation of legitimate elections,
and even attempted mass expul-
sions in New’ York City—would
fail to turn the centrist minority,
inte a majority the Clarity con-
trolled NEC attempted as a last
hysterical action to forestall the
convention.

NEC Acts as Credential
Committee

The first session of the Natio-
nal Executive Committee meet-
ing (for which the convention
was postpened) showed that the
intention of the NEC was to sét
iself up as a credentials com-
mittee for the convention. Applied
to the crucial situation in New
'York, the machine-vote of 5-2 of
the Clarity NEC, recognized the
contested Barshop District Exe-
mttw Committee as legitimate
and, by that actioh, sliced off the
250 members of the league re-
presented by the Provisional

M Executive Commpttee.

This decision, permitting one




were deciding the fate of t;;e’
League.

After passing a shamgfnl mo-
tion to investigate the California
sxtuahon when all

the

ossible facts
acts of

. [Wkrd Radgers hmled our Cali—
fornia' comrades into a ecapitalist
court when, as representatives
of the majority they refused to
turn over Party property to him.
He thus vielated the most ele-
menary principle of working
class ethics. See Secialist Appeal,
for Sept. 11, for photostat of
court summons.—Ed.] -

The OClarityites introduced a
motion to admit only those mem-
bers who adhered to the Barshop
committee in New York with the
Provisional Commitiee allotted
time for a spokesman. Upon ques-
tioning, the Clarityites declared
that the Barshop delegation would
be seated with permission to vote
on the appeal against their being
seated, and on the seating of the
left wing delegates!

Erber Opens Convention

With the NEC now clearly
established as an illegal body,

exercizing powers beyond its
- Timits, and with the delegates

But far be it from a busmesa/

manager to say;
have done your shuare, /A

and rest.” Not w n?

things happéning ~— strikes in
California, Ohieago, Akron,

E

; Nmmfkw York, students

“more class consecious; |
your; “workers caught in the
of ecapitalism. He be-
léves that there 'are brothers
who must be reached with a

| campus, on picket lines, in shops,

5mm Ermcunve Committee.

union struggles, on the
offices, and factovies from New

i donations, evén plain
downright charity —we'll take
back | anything. We pride ourselves on
ha.vtng no pride, that is, pride in
raising cash to put this paper
ngt regularly. And we'll be
mighty preud to see The Chal-
lenge out monthly -and know we
‘have the most powerful wehpon
of revolutionists at our cominand.
Everyone of us shall share in
that splendid acheivement.

RUSSEL CmUD

ist League was not with the
splitters, the bureaucrats, and
the reformists in the YWICA.

The general orientation of the

: % : 1851
towar&s work m the industrial
and trade union fields. This, and
the problém of eoncretizing this
approach, absorbed the greatest
amount of time on the convention
floor.

In addition to the unanimously
passed resolutions on the Fourth
International and# Spain, the
separated questmn of material

The labor party question, on
which a minority pro-L.P. reso-
lation was introduced, received
full and thoreugh discussion and
debate with the minority reso-
lutionl receiving four votes.

A mere recitation of the facts

Upstate YPSL
Ma!ws;_ Gains

Yérk. Now there is a thﬂving
membership of 50, with e¢ivcle
oncentration in Rochester, Ithaca,
Syracuse and Albany and signi-
ficant nucleis in industrial centers
throughout the state.

It is a sitdory of dramatic high-
lights anhd persistent day-to-day
activity begining® with the for-
cible ousting of up-state organi-
zer Eleanora Deren from the
Syracuse University campus for
the distribution "of anti-ROTC

.| messbers, and 22 from the rest of

country at Philadelphia over

the Labor Day week-end at what’

%o be a National Con-

m&on of Socialist Youth.
" Clarity has long claimed the:

didn’t control the Party
perhaps they werea ‘small-

1 YPSL as its stronghold. P

Nk,

s o o lmimowity in New York,—but as;
w of the m oh )hat was another,

. belonged to
R New York, Phi-
in;, Oleweland, etc., ete.
, and see all the Young
i yxtes, from all over the
(courftey, trooping into Philly for
the N#tiontal Convention.... We
came, #nd s@w and turned away.
disgusted.

After walking out of the Con-
vention when National Chairman
Erber opened it, the Clarityites
went over to the YWCA to hold
their own three-day “convention.”

| Friday afternoon, after they split,

spent listening to speeches’
by Al Hamilton & Co.,and elect-’
ing committees.

Saturday, Clarity Strips

The second day of the Clarity-
right wing confab was marked
by two highlights. First came
comrade Al Hamilton with a re-
port on the state of the League,
Unfortunately for the delegates,
however, comrade Hamilton has
bad eyes, and so he must have
missed reading that section of
every national secretary’s report
which gives the figures on the
membership and growth or dec-
line of the League. The reason
for the “oversight”, was made
very apparent when the ered;’t;

- reported.
‘nakedness of that re-
rE' 92 delegates were seated—
58 from New York! That leaves
39 for the rest of the county. Five
of these were NEC members, not
elected as delegates, but seated,
with wvotes nevertheless (a very
democratic procedure!). That
leaves 34. Of these, 12 were from
Philadelphia,—leaving 22 from
the whole remainder of the
country.

From the entire country west
of the Mississippi there was not
one delegate! There are only six

ileafeets. With neither a party
organimtlon or ‘a trade-union
tradition in the workingsclass to

help them, the young Secialists Milwaukee sent three delegates,

grew to the point where they
could establish a vegional orga-
nization. Later they opened a
bookstore in Syracuse, ran an
instructive and inspiring Liftle
Red Scheool Heuse on Cazenovia
Lake and atinined prestige
throughout up-state For their
work in the labor and student

movements.

Today, under the leadership of
the newly eleeted executive see-
retary, Bert Randall, and the
Regional Executive Committee
(Norman Gailor, Ben Alexander,

»Mzﬂemmmlolmm

or eight young Clarityites, scat-
tered and inaetive, in California,

Chicago had no delegates—just|
‘4 to 6 seattered Clarityites, The
Cleveland YPSL—once a Clarity
stronghold — doesn’t have 20
Clarityites left. A handful in
Michigan, and a few in Balti-
more—which elected two dele-
gates for the 6 Clarityites who
attend meetings and the greater!.
number of dues stamps purchas-
ed on credit. These are all Clarity
has outside of New Y01k and
Pennsylvania.

In Permsylvania: 10 to la in
Pittsbm‘gh (about 4 active), 44
in Philly (to our 20) and 5 in
Reading, from which Mark Brown
was seated despite the fact that
he and comrade Hannula were
tied in the vote with 6 votes each,
after the first delegate, comrade

lelected with a clear majority.
In New ¥York Clarity got 117
votes in thd D.EC. eledtions,

“ibut at least a dozen of those
" have come over to the left wing, |
iso that ‘together with the 60 odd
" |right wingers,

woédthuyeangettopayu

g{

i

5, 42, 15,, 6, 10, 20, 6, 18,
up these top figures and
-thga more for seattered'
*—.ho there in ﬂb

m"hekytfxtmmm
200,

is
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Pettinato, a left winger, had been |

and what dead _

to the split.

TheSpgnﬁhw

while a few delég
ln dissenting statemznt. Alth
hastily written, and not teo clear,
his statement shows a definite
leftward tendency which, if fol-
lowed to its logical comelusion,
should lead these comiades to
take their stand with these who
stand for the Spanish mion
and for a revolutionary Party in
Spain and threughout mld

the
right wingers combined with
Clarity leadership ‘to carsy their
resolution overwhelmingly, the

minority getting 7 or 8 votes. ‘

" International Quﬁon

The centrists also W

a “resolution” on the W&.
nal question which :

draw the lessons of
resolution, after >
the 2nd Intermational as 2
rupt and calling for wmﬁ 'mti' R
all forees in favor of & “néew In-
ternational”, declares for remain-
ing in the 2nd InW’s "
“revolutionary center.” : :
The last impom'dt

-

(an Altmanite) and Iry
hop (who made a s .
Clax ity caucus the niciw e

a caucus is a fighting
and there are only Clarigyite
and Altmanites left, now
Trotskyites have been gotifs
of, and therefore there is fio
left to fight apainst).

Barshop’s momination m
much for this pretty muech |
picked “convention.” As M
his name was read, booing
hissing broke out. E’venw" ar
itytes couldn’t stomach Bt
lies and tricks. The entirve
slate was, of course, ew
no gne was even put up #
Barshop.

Hamilton reported om & 1
ing with the. YCL at v
YCLers said that now #§
“trotskyites" were' expel

‘YPSL” and the YCL cal
together—on such things
expulsion of the *
from the trade unionsi &
answer was. that they »
do anything of the sort,
of course, they would
“defense atbomeys fu
skyites.”

Angd then ihey ql;
DONALD

Official Monthly.
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- of the %ciulist
ad, the . Stalinists,
iir Daily  Worker and

, have heen tireless

East struggle byj
ism in- conee
other major = robber

~Stalinists want the
to take the form of
ssed China against
Japnn. But, having
own overboard the
nist conception of
* and role of impe-

inist coneeption
‘is that there are
e-loving”  Powers
pressive” Powers.
dalism, according
hly false and so-

" | Aceording to these rules, circles
were allowed delegates

" {for 38 and so on. ,In its opera-

“{wing (as the Clarityites
{foreseen it would) for the larger
.Mnmmmbywmﬁm or cre~

| vention from the mid-west to the:
- mandering of circle figum snd

. hai must be male the starting-

- |governmgnt at Washington. Make

ler, Chinese workers hate the im-

| perialism, carrie
| China’s complete national libera-

l!tiea{mpremﬁve the Kuomin-

required by pre-convention. rules:

?%

in
almost unbelievable ratio of 1 f
5. members, 2 for 8, § for

33

. 44

Mthmmrhdawmthelﬂ}

left wing, (this was the smallest
obstacle put in the way of a fuil
*delegatlon from the left m
 Add to this the moving of the sens

east, and the attempted gerry

elections.) In the case of New
York, where the organization had

Powers gathered at Geneva to]
save China from Japan. The re-
volutionary youth, treading the
path marked out by Lenin and
Trotsky, will ‘éndeavor to inau-
gurate a campaign for working
class solidarvity with the Chinese
masses who must struggle not
only against the imperialist “ag-
gressors” but against their ewn
native exploiters as well, since
these struggles are but two sec-
tors of a common front. :
The campaign for working
class solidarity with the struggle
of the Chinese masses against
Japanese imperialism necessarily
includes agitation among the
armed forces of American impe-
rvialism. The happening at Shang-

pomt “Don’t shoot your working
8 in China—nor

against your real enexmes, “the
imperialist exploiters and their

common cause with the workers,
with your own class, for the
socialist revolution.” This should
be the keynote of our propaganda
among the troops.

The action of Shanghai work-
ers in striking over a wage de-
mand at a time when the armies
of imperialist Japan are ravish-{
ing the land gives a complete
and unequivocal lie to the Stalin-
ist claim that the class struggle
has been submerged ina “national
united front” against the invad-

perialist freebooters, but they
have no more love for the native
exploiter, They are learning that

a suecessful s le against im-
to the point of

 tion, cannot be waged under the
.lesdwmhm and contral of the
ehmesehmeoidumm po-

¢ at Nanking.|

Committee of the

» m CHALLENGE OF YOUTH

been split prior to the conven-
tion, no delegate was seated un-

lmbhd\hmewmtho

The delegates represented cir-'
cles with a tetal membership of
980, among who ave 849 known

and registered left wi . Add-
ad | ing those circles (St. Paul, Col-

lumbus, Quakertowm, ete.) which

dentials for delegates who could
not come, the total of le!‘t-wing

‘ers, not general membership, is

raised to well over a thounnd.
Boughly there are 200 in Cali-
_'| fornia, 250 in New York City, 50
in Minnesota, 54 in Massachusetts
(the book membership of 100
was ignored by our cemrades),
187 in Chicago (a figure set by
Judah Dveb, the Clarityite ex-
national administrative secretary,
though the real membership is

over 200), 70 in Ohio, 60 in New-

ark, 50 in upstate New York and
smaller sums in the other locali-
ties.  Significantly, the New
Yorkers constituted less than
80% of the entire delegation.
Many delegates were unable to
come. Circles that Wwere entitled
to 2 or 3 delegates sent only one,
Others were unable to send any
delegates. Thus, cireles in Colum-
bus, Ohio, Quakertown, Pa., St.
Paul, Minn., Fresno, Calif., were
not represented by delegates but
definitely indicated their loyalty
to the convention and the League.
Unrepresented directly were
groups not yet chartered, in
Gardner and @ Fitehburg, Mass,
new. eamlel in Los Amgeles, as

mn Figures Show League
2s from all Fields of Work

well as the strong minorities in
the few localities where Clarity
was able to muster a majority.

What Were They Like?

Probably the most distinetive
feature of the convenfion was
'the composition of the delegates.
The earty, nun~Y\WCA type of
delegates coming from Leagues
across the country, gave the
stamp of reality to the mass ae-
tivity orientation of the conven-
tion, espeecially the decisions on
trade union work. 66% of the
delegnies were workers in indus-
try—ranging from agriculture to
auto and aircraft. They were
members of the National Maritime
Union, Sailors Union of the Pa-
ific, Food Warkers’ Union, United
Shoe Workers, United Automebile
Wiorkers, Workers Alliance of
America, and ‘many other§ too
numerous to list.

How Dees This Compare with
Clarity Caucus?

Elsewhere in The Challenge,
the meeting of the Clarity-Right
wing caucus is covered in great-
er detail. The simplest compari-
son here suffices. Of the 93 dele-
gates at their meeting, 53, or
close to 60% came from New
York City. At the NEC meeting
which met before the convention,
they had the effrontery to in-
sist that these 53, representing
hardly more than themselves in
members, be seated as the New
York delegation with the right
to vote on their own eligibility!
Before the split in New York,
58 delegates were allotted to the

entire city Close to 18 or 20 Ap-

Executioner’s Axe Levels * Youth

The Moscow Pravda for August
29 and Komsomelskaya Pravda
for the same date printed the
sensational “Decision of the
Fourth Plenum of the Central
V.LK.S.M.
(Komsomol) On the Rerort of
Comrade Kosarev.”

This “decision” on the state of
affairs in the Soviet youth orga-
nization is apparently the sole
result of the Plenum which was
in session for one week, from
August 21 to August 28. In the
words of the terse “information
bulletin”: “The Plenum heard
and discussed-the report of com-
rade Kossarev, “On the Work

of the Enemies of the People

Within the Komsomel”.”
The opening hs of the

paragrap
dec:sion adopted hy the Plenum

provide an adequate summary of |
, M‘

Heads

of the V.LK.S.M.

As was already stated the re-
port concerning this discovery
was made the General Secretary
of the Komsomol, Kossarev.

According to the decision of
the Plenum the guilt fell on the
“Central Committee, the Bureau
of the C.C., the secretaries of
the C. C. and IN THE FIRST
PLACE comrade Kossarev”. (Our
emphasis).

Among those singled out for |j

attack and condemned as “ene-

mies of the people” (and no doubt

arrested if not already shot) are
a nmumber of secretaries of the
C.C.: Saltanov, Lukianov, Fein-
berg, Andreyev, “and others”
and the editor-im-chief of Kom-
somolskaya, Pravda, Bubekin,

!br are charged -with work-

peal delegatés had already been
elected. After the split, Clarity
sends to its pretense of a con-
vention delegates -representing
Appeal circles and members.
New York had 350 odd dues
paying members, Add 100 for
more. or less active people who
don't pay dues. The total is 450.
Of these. at least 250 supported
the left wing. Hewever, count-
ing -only 200 fer the left wing—
the most conscienceless Clarityite
will grant that—a maximum of
260 wmembers is left for Clarity
and its cameus eemrades of the
right—independent and not-so-
independent. Even using a lower
figure, the 187 wotes polied by
the Appeal in the last city elee-
tions, before many left wingers
joined in solidarity with it, the
53 delegates sent by Clarity to
its cameus is still an amasing
joke. ' (The 137 vetes were the
largest single bloc of votes cast,
and constituted fully 41% of the
whele. That three months ago!)
To this Clarity caucus (called a
convention) came two delegates
from City College (1C)—repre-
senting themselves in a cirele of
32 members which had in regular
election designated 3 left wing-
ers as its spokesmen. So with
meany other eircles.

Every precaution was taken at
the League convention against
the padding of delegates..In con-
trast, the Clarity caucus had to
pad its sessions with wads of
bluff te bolster their own movale.
Five of their delegates were
members of the National Execu-
tive Committee who came from
no civele but had a vote simply
because they were on the NEC.

~|Twelve came from Philadelphia
44 people out of
a total vote of 65. (Only one

delegate was seated for this city
at the League convention, though
21 people had cast votes for the
left wing). Compare this with
the six delegates allowed at the
League conventinon for the 60
(real) Newark members.
Somewhere in an article writ-
ten for the Socialist Call by Al
Hamilton, national secretary of
the Clarity-Right caucus, appears
a solemm admission that gives
the whele show away. Without
the New York ' delegation, says
Hamilton, the Appeal might (!)
have had a bare (!!) majorlty

membership to the left wing, for
the“bareness he refers to is
merely a characteristic of his

admission culled from a' petty,
sniping, childish (so very, very
: kmﬁbebtthnsthe
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By Ernest Erber

- (The following was written by Comrade Erber {
for publication in the Convention Journal by
the Clarity editors. Despite the care exercised
to aveid a factional treatment of the history of
.the YPSI,, the article was still unacceptablé to
,mmmmmamadwm
‘They used instead an article by Al Hamilton |

thatxsworthnotingtoroﬂyenethmc-onamll
ton’s use of material and quotations from a

previous article by . Erber without showing

enough deeency to quote the source.—Ed.)

The Young People’s Socialist League-had its
beginnings in the young people’s groups organ-
uedonalowmlehvmheuofmmm

Party mtenamdmspeeiﬂuﬁvﬂdhww

young people to the Socialist movement. Often
starting with names as obseure as the “Athenian
Literary Society”, “Young People’s Alliance”,
and “Social Science Study Club”, they became
increasingly Socialist in Character and drew
ever closer to the activities of the local Party
group. 4

In 1912 the National Convention of the Party,
recognizing the fact that the spontaneous and
uncoordinated growth of the Socialist youth
movement was itself sufficient proof of the need
of such a movement, took steps to give the youth
movement an official status and national coordin-
ation. First giving the problem of youth organ-
ization to the women's department of the Na-
tional Office, and then, when the demands prov-
ed too great, constituting a special youth depart-
meént with a full time director in charge, the
Party prépared the ground for the organiza-
tion of a natton-wnde democratlcal)y controlled

organization the Socialist |-
League”,

Two years after the national organization
was established, the national secretary, William
Kruse, was able to report a membership of 5,000
in 147 cities. The League organ, “The Young
Secialists’” Magazine”, had achieved a circula-
tion of 10,000 and some 350,000 pieces of liter-
ature were distributed. Despite this valuable
propaganda work, however, the League mem-
bershlp and activities were still closer to the
early .discussion groups than to a politicalized |Wa8
youth movement. But the active eore of lead-|
ing comrades, both nationally and locally, were
developing politically . and were slowly msmg
theleveloiﬂxemovement‘aeawhde e

“Young People’s

ground apumtus mtha ~hst minute by advis-
ing all seerstaries to conceal duplicate lists of
and to “list all the depend-

Mthnbwu'hmonrmowmentandbe
true no matter what happens.” The trials of
leading Party and Y.P.S.L. members later re-
vealed that the membership did mot have the

mbdfecﬁvebcarryoutun-

conshmion by referemium vote that named the‘ i

legal literatiure.in. the homes of prominent mem-
bers and carrying printers’s receipts for such
literature sbout on their persons led to a large
numbeér of arrest and convictions. Kruse him-
lself was sentenced to twenty years along with

several prominent leaders of the Party. The
was seversl times appealed and finally
lquashed in 1920,

The war resulted in a rapid politicalization
of the Y. PSL. This development received an
even greater impetus with the advent of the
Russian Revolution and the heated controversy
it engendered in the ranks of the Party. The
overwhelming membership of the Y.PS.L. in
America, as all over the” world, declared its
agreement vuth the program of the Communist

dwmmkud such errors as keeping il-

Internatloml and in solidarity with .x
wing of the Party demanded affiliation to/
international of Lenin and Trotsky.

Party Seeks to Stem Left Wing T

The NEC of the Party, seeing that ,
was inevitable, tried to keep the Y.P.SL.
by keeping it from getting involved i
tional fight. They naively thought that
ject could be achieved by granting the
greater autonomy and removing it fu
the Party machinery. In order to est
autonomy of the Y.P.S.L., a national
tion was called in 1919. This conve
in solidarity with the left wing of the
since Krusamstﬂ!m&rdeg ¢
[a prominent left winger, Ohmmum-
tional secretary. When the NEC of :
expelled the left wing states and foreign f 1
tions and secured an artificial majority for the
‘right wing at the Party convention, the left |
wing left the convention and organized the Com-
munist Party. In order to keep the leff wing -
from officially taking over the Y.P.SL., the
Party NEC removed Carlson as national seeret-

ary. The left wing replied by calling & men- _.

Dear Comrades,

Your congress, * in spite of the modest size of
your organization, has an enormous political
importance. The parliamentary fakers, the

tion 'bumm and the philistines, can-

A you, and you alone,

’ at mduhonary future of the French
Lworkers‘ movement.

A political arganization which is in constant
disagreement with its youth is doomed to fail-
ure. Such is the outlook for the French Social-
ist Party. It is completely impregnated with |
lies. Marceau Pivert [leader of a “left” wing in
the French S. P., equivalent to the Clarityites
here.] can only be distinguished from Zyromski
and from Leon Blum by a different way of ly-
ing. In 1984; these gentlemen elaborated a pro-
lgram in which they proclaimed that their task

was. “to shatter the ‘apparatus of the bourgeois
state”. In reality, they are forced to shatter
the spinal- column' of the proletariat, with the
{aim of “strengthening the bonr:ems state. There
is nothing astonishing in these condxtxons, nor

’,mthemmme Socialist’ Party, which

WarPohhcahzestheMgne
Theentryoe!tbekmeriunmntm

the- war -in- tSﬂfouﬁdtheY.P.s.L.m the hope
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A Letter from Leon

_is|of the Party, with its edifice of #

",-honmueommeewiththeyouth.
ce| that a rxchharustawaits you.,.: ‘

to have the tile of revolutionaries with
ing with their bourgeoisie; they want
sidered as internationalists while ke

with their national imperialism. |
tern assures all that to M m

‘bonus. Then come the w 3
continne to group mm
munist Party by virtue of hktoric
are, assuredly, a number of sincere amil
fageous fighters among them, especially
the youth. You must exert your main e
in this direction!

The “Communist” Party has
resources at its disposal in order to
members and keep them in harness.
these rescources will not last a long £
contradiction between the promm
practical activity, the contradiction h
orders of the Soviet bureaucracy. and
ests of the French proletariat, have
found and burning a craracter for the
imen—the . Thorezes, the Vaillant-Co
'the Duclos’ and the other charlat
able to maintain tor a long time the

Onecanpred:etinadmmethgtm

‘The idea, lfltwn‘esponds to-ﬂ(g
nt, is more:




THE CHALLENGE OF YOUTH

4in-Rochester in December of

‘and join the Communist Party.

it .is ‘difficult to ascertain the exact
 of members-of the Y.P.S.L. who re-
h: the Socialist Party controlled youth
i8 certain that the overwhelming
the 10,000 reported at the 1919 con-
d the youth section of the Com-
~organiged. as the Young Workers
en those who remained- continued
: &roup after group went over to the
n 1919 and 1924. One section split
,P S.L. and for a period of time
.an-independent existence as the In-
Y.P.S.L. before finally joining the

, William Kruse,. h&vmg been reelected
of the Y.P.8.L., also went over to the |
convention of the remaining member-
i2 set out to reorganize the Lesgue.
Albert Weisbord as National secret-
ra period of time he succeeded in rally-
mining active elements to rebuild
‘of the Leag'ne but in 1924, he too, left
YWL.

the membership of the Y.P.S.L.

was greatly reduced and composed only of the

1 to disaffiliate from the Social-| politically backward sections who were not
|touchéd by the factional fight and the small

group who stood in principled ‘agreement with
the Party leadership of Bﬂlqu‘it and Oneal. The
League became active 'in ‘the La Follette cam-
paign but found that its effqrts were both fruit-
less and thankless and its membership did not
grow. It now entered its worst period of poli-
tical and organizational decline. Politically it
offered no resistance to the open reformism of
the Old Guard leadership of the Party. Organ-
izationally it declined to a small New York or-
ganization and half a dozen circles scattered
through the rest of the country. Attempts to
start a Y.P.S.L. publication, “Free Youth”,
failed. No money was available for work. The
membership was almost completely divorced
from ¢lass struggle activities. It had neither
the political approach or organizational activity
that could win young workers or students to its
ranks in the face of the revolutionary appeal of
the YWL and its class struggle activities.

Crisis and Comintern Line Revitalize
League

Beginning with 1929 two important changes

the revolutionary movement. That
toommdes ‘your small congress has
portan: You must beeome fully

i fudicml Mnﬂuttona. At
1&&" obvious disproportion be-
.size. of your organization, as
tho ucﬁons of the Fourth

.R.

of France

words, its formulas, its articles, it kindled the
revolutionary passion of the masses. By its in-
decision, its equivocation, its hesitations, its lack
Lof clear promrt&e;mvedmelfofthepos-

]
s;.,vti

o 3 ‘

~ In our own ranks were found a certain num-
Lber of hesitent or sentimental revolutionaries,
who by their sympathy for the Spanish revolu-
tion were ready to close their eyes to the tragic
and criminal mistakes of the leadership. Let
us make it clear, comrades, that is not our po-
licy ‘We are bound to say openly that which is,

{and to call a spade—a spade. The working class
. [needs the full truth, howeber dxstressmg it
; may be.
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took place to again turn the faee ofthe Y. P. 8.
L. toward revolutionary struggles and a new,
era of growth and influence. The first of these
was the severe economie crisis that threw thou-
sands and millions of young people out of work.
Increasing numbers of them were forced to turn
their thoughts away from the carefree life of the
jazz age and think about the serious social and
economic problems that confronted them. They,
began to look to the radical movement for an ex-
planation and a way out. The task of a radieal
youth movement in reaching masses of young
people was now easier than at any time sinee
the war.

The second change in the situation was the
fact that the YWL, now the Young Communist
League, was no longer the healthy revolutionary
force that could attract the best elements of the
working and student youth. The peried of the
stalinization of the Communist movement hadl
set in. From active and vital forees, the Com-
munist organizations, including the YCL, were
turned into bureaucratically dominant move-
ments where the membership was obliged te
hue to the monolithic line or feel the heavy ax

‘|of expulsion. In adition to its inner corruption,

the Communist movement was in the throes of
its “third period” insanity, Its shrieking de-
nunciations of other labor groups as social fas-
cist, its splitting tactics, the blatant distortions
and falsehoods of its press, all combined to re-
peel the most intelligent of the young workers
and students.

Driven by the sharpened class struggle of the
crisis period to seek some revolutionary organi-
zation, on the one hand, and repelled by the
Shhmat degeneration of the cm move-

pmtted them to freely M theix own
point of view and transform it into & revelution-
ary organization. The influx of mew members
between 1929 and 1982 permitted the Y.P.S.L.
to again meet in a national cenvention in the
latter year in Cleveland to rebuild-a stable na-
tional movement. The Cleveland convention, in
reality, marked the birth of a new organization,
rather than the reorganization of the sterile,
reformist, inactive League of the ﬂﬁad of
1924.29.

Almsdystamngat(}lwahnd,ammo!

......




partieniarly
mmassm'gamm

mw

&

i

s

2

gi

I
5
:
g
i

s*
i3k

ne of the - -allies-
o the Militant wing of the Party

n “this - struggle.  They several
imes exprevienced the blow of
- he Old Guard leadership, pavti
ularly in New York, where the
edgue was forced to vacate its
eadguarters in the Party build-
ng upen two eceasiens.

1985, the year that- marked the
weak hetween the revolutiopary
‘ocialist Youth and - the Old
Juapd Party in New York, alse
narked the official turn of the
Jommuaist movement into ‘an
nbridied degeneration into the
wamps of social patviotism' and
eformism.  The Y.PS.L. had
vithstoad the attacks of “third
veriod”  Stalinism:  without any
serigns loss. In 1938 it ‘bad re-
joxed. frem its midst « group of
YCL agents, inclading the pa-
ional secretary, George Smer-

]
¢

MWM»-

lOl!, But on the ‘whele it had
ound it impessibie to
flensive  against
‘tatiniswr beeause of its own lack
f olarity en the basic questions
f woar, the struggle -against
‘as¢ism, the road te power, the
mited- front, ete. The Y.P.B.L.
ad progressed far in understand-
ng, these questions by 1935 and
t snowed great relish in going
wer from the defemsive to the
flensive in its ideological strug-
Tle-against Stalinism. The Y.P.S.
L. members ‘began the attack
pon the YCL all along the line,
u the student mowvement, in the
mass osganizations, in the Ame-
iean  Youth Cengress, .
mghbarhmds The YCL ludm

an . isjactien - against
lebg,tae with. $he. Y.PS.L, . -

e.m rank
of the Y.BS.J what it

M 4 e e
rage the YOI in mtmlew

‘‘‘‘‘

b&ke -
third period |

wuem«ttamm

diffcult to, es " * oy

¥

Old- - Guard Reform |
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mmmmwmm.
wmdmt of & non-Marxist

' - and mo organic connec-
:ﬁmv&&vmmﬂ; was
jpretty - m ek S

THE YCL nnmn 1936

The Young (Iomznumst League
" ltoged with the puny YPSL of the
vears 1932-1886. Appearing more
revolutienary, it won members
from the YPSL. Later, as the full
impact of the Uity period of
1985-6 hit California, the YCL
literally deluged the YPSL with
calls for “United Front”. Harvied
and back-stepping, that was the
way the pre-1936 YPSL met the
onslanght of the delighted, ag-
gressive YCL, :

THE TRANSFORMATION

But mighty forces were at
work. And - the revolutionary
current  in the YPSL recoiling
from the betrayal of Germany
and Anstna found its way to
a The split with the Old
Guard and consequent merging of

mm;m
Mmmmagﬁm

wmwmmm.

m porcepﬁﬂy, the political
hak bone of the California
e stiffened, and no longer
offers for United Fronts
filed. Instead committees
[ went te the YCL. United Fronts
of action weve proposed. Peoples’
 Fronts rejected. And now it was
(the YCL who quivered undm the
a | drive of the ¥YPSL.

And—results wm fortheom-
ing. In almost every circle of the
League in California, are to be
'found recent recrnits from the
YCL who heeded the revelution-
ary call of the Young Peoples’
Socialist League. A special ses-
sion was hurriedly called by the
tremcbling bureaucrats of the
YCL. Special “purification lec-
tures” against Trotskyism were
speedily held. But the growing
current from the ranks of the
YCL will not be halted by these
punitive measures,

THE RISE OF INDUSTRIAL
WORK

It was, however, on the all-
important field of industry, that

the transformation of the YPSL
was most marked.

Agriculture

The outbreak of another of
those titanic waves of agricul-
tural strikes in April 1936 found
the League this time with the
Em As the strike wmoved
swiftly from the celery fields of

Entry ef Spartacus Youth
Strengthens Political Life

and Activities
1986, the year im which the
Socialist ~ movement  officially

broke with crassest representa-
tives of reformism in the form of
the Old Guard leadership, marked
(the enfry of several hundred
members of the Spartacus Youth
League into the Y.P.S.L. The
SY1L, vouth section of the Work-
ers Party, represented the best
revolutionary elements of the
Communist movement, who had
refused h tolerate the stalinist

ﬁeniwofthe revolu-

m
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the strategy of the proletarian
revolution. It gave a good account
of itself in its polemics with
both Stalinists and Old Guard
reformists in the election cam-
paign of 1936, carrying on an
intransigeant struggle against
every form of class collaboration.
It continued to develop in its
understanding of the Spanish
events and the overwhelming
majority of membership support-
ed the political line laid down in
the report of the national chair-
man after his visit to Spain which

accepted by the November
session of the NEC.

The membership has shown

‘thenesultsofxtstrammginthe

linfluence it has exerted in the
strikes conducted by the CIO.
in Northern
Indiana, and Youngstown,  the
rubber strikes. in Akron, the
maritime and agricultural strikes
on' ithe: west coast, have all seen
m» meubm in active and
-posts of leadership.

un be said with the greatest

Venice to the orange groves of
terror-ridden Orange County, in
its wvanguard strode representa-
tives of a growing YPSL full of |
.hfe and enthusiasm.

The Los Angeles League bore
the brunt of arvests: organized
relief, devised strategy. The}
Dominguez Hills circle is the
direct outcome of the League
participation in the Los Angeles
strikes. As the strike movement
swept north to the lettuce sheds
of Salinas, northern young Social-
ists lent their aid to the beseiged
strikers. Stockton and its me-
morable strike found the YPSL
again in contact. The Party and
the League was rapidly gaining
the respect of the advanced work-
ers. And it is now generally con-
ceded that the boss-class of Ca-
lifornia has a new factor to
reckon with in agriculture.

Maritime

As the vear 1936 moved toward
its close, the question of the mari-
time strike arose. In 1934, the
YPSL knew of the strike only
by consulting the daily press. In
1936, the turn to induvstrial con-
centration bore fruit in maritime.
The YPSL had sent in certain
members, others were recruited;
cooperation with the militants,
the Sailors’ Unpion of the Pacific
was secured. And the YPSL and
the progressives fought side by
side against the sell-out tacties
of the Bridges-Communist Party
leadership. The attempt to stall
the calling of the strike until
after Roosevelt was elected in
order to spare him embarrass-
ment was met with a rank and
file upsurge at a huge mass
meeting that forced the calling
of the strike. The attempt to
handle “perishables” was neatly
knocked under by the alert pro-
gressives. The comradely effort of
Bridges to have the sailors accept
the Copeland Fink Book was
checked and hurled back by the
sailors who wore buttons with
the inscription “I refuse the
Copeland Fink Book.”

And it was the organ of the
California Party, Labor Action,
that in its denunciation and ex-
posure of class-collaboration
policies earned the confidence of
the Pacific Coast Progressive
who themselves distributed hund-
reds of copies until the right-
wing, centrist blo¢ in the Social-
ist Party, sabotaged and gave it
a premature burial. If the desires
of the advanced workers on the
Pacific mean anything, they mean
that the day is net far off when
Labor Action will again express
their desires,

The maritime-strike ended with

‘workers. And plans are

|being -laid for strengthenimg of |

(that first basis of strength.

a smashifty victory. The YPSL/|

mxted into its ranks a number|
h e t 1

in most aetive sections of the

ward in the field of industry.."t.-;i;i
STUDENT WORK ;

 Again in the field of stud
activity, a League with a cle
forward. On the campus at Be
eley, the YPSL made a
[ for itself by virtue of its res
tionary line and militancy, 1
membership of the League trip!

as students were won o & clas
st.mggle progrant. .
when the strike against was w A 5
pushed into a “Peace Agt\’n |
the merciless criticism |
YPSL receive attentiom Oa»
the campuses the League made
a name for itself. And thew is
every reason to believe that the
coming year will be even :\m
productive of results.

MAY 30th

National Youth Day 1937 saw
some of ‘the League's best netiv-
ity. In San Francisce, - 10,000
printed leaflets splendidly writs
ten with a revolutionary message
against war was given whoiesale
distribution along the patviotic
line of march, Soldiers and works -
ers alike read what young rIV0-
lutionarvies have to say as. !
answer to the coming impesi
war, Two comrades were ar%

ed, and a defense is being Wp
ranged. :

In Los Angeles, a record
out of 400 youth heard the
resentatives of the Young ¥
Soecialist ~ League, the
Circle League, and the
Poale Zion, call for aetion ¢
the cﬂpiﬁﬂw e My
Bill Busick, CIO
of the main spesker&
ing marked another peak
morale and enthusiasm
Los Angeles comrades,

INTERNAL LIFE

Within the League a read
ment was taking place. Po!
discussion hardened the
and raised the level of the I
‘Organizational form was dis
ed and experimented with 3
effort to find the best cou
action. In the past
plans of action on a Dis
scale were tried with s
cess. Above, all, there
is developing a certain
esprit-de-corps, al
marks the Young Sociali
all other competitors in
field. And this is a good
for the future.

THE FUTURE

Deeplte mistakes and s 0
ings (and they are not u
California section of




-mxliu‘nst actxt\lr:-
to strengthen the
'ﬂns ‘was the price
the French bour-
’.fﬁe conclusion of the
iet Pact. The “great
leader of the world
t” did not hesitate a
_ After all, of what im-
the revolutionary
‘the class struggle
conguest of power
proletamt, as
ith a nice piece of
signed by -Stalin

|

‘in power, come
French Stalinist

me in Prance today, spe-| A
| cifically attacked as such by the
| Stalinist press—F. L. D.).

REDTH (Doriot is the chief fasc-

 How many times have you
read that che partisans of the
"Fourth Inteérnational are the
friends of Doriot? Inevitably,
facts denfonstrate that

the
those who launch this calum-

{ -ny ave themselves the friends

of Deriot. We publish below
the text of a leétter of the
Communist Yeuth of Vence
to the Doriotists, and their
reply. It 1s an edifying

published by Doriot’s paper
and reproduced by the social-
ist paper of Var. They are
authentic. This is the result
of the directives of Thorez
and Guyot (leaders of the CP
and YCL respectively—F.L.
D.). ,

Young communists, break
this infamous pact with fase-
ism! It is with the young

- olutienists, with the J.S.R.

Revolutionary Soe¢ialist Yoﬂ!h.

L.D.), that you nl& d!g.nr-
ize common action, against
I'Union Sacree (the most pa-
triotic form of class collabor-
ation—F.L.B.), against Stal- |
inism, for the program of the
socialist revolution!

The Section of the Popular
Union of French Youth of
Vence (Alpes-Marit.) (Youth

{ ~er, the material, intellectual

arig TS Yak . vectiwlins s,
the ollowing letter: -
COMMUNIST YOUTH

(Group of Vence)
Vence, June-12, 1937.

“To the se@reta:‘y’ of the U.
P.J.F. section,

Sir, "

“The Communist Youth has
been strugglifg  for a long
time for the umion and the de-
fense of all the Freneh youth.

“We have demonstrated by
our acts that we are partisans.
of this union and that we are
more disposed than ever to
collaborate fraternally - with
all youth, whatever be their
political and religious tenden-
cies, :

“It suffices for us only to
obtain your loyal and compiete
collaboration; for we are not
maneuverers, Strong, with the
. power of -our idea; we serve,
- without. any political maneuv-
and mora! interests - of all
Youth. - .

e in thiis qﬁd M we
ask- ‘you to want to collaborate
with us for the triumph of
this ideal, which is also yours.

“We, would be happy if you
would grant us a preliminary
meeting, in the course of which
we will decide the possibili-
ties of future discussions.

‘it is not by hate, by dis-
putes, that we shall ameliorate

- .08 &cnss loyally, fraternally,

in order to work then for the

amelioration of the condition!

of the French youth.
“Hoping that eur"

- accept our greetings.
For the group - ef the
Commmunist Youth of
Vence, The Secretary:
The
plied:-

French Youth
President of Honor:-3.}
Deriot
Federation of the Alps
{ Arrondissement of
Grasse, Section of
Vence).

Vence; June 28, 1937

My, Secretary,

‘I acknowledge the reeeipt
of your letter of June 12, 1937.
- " Sinde  its ftmmhtton, the
‘Popular: Union " of French
Youth has struggled to defend
the material and intellectui]
cinterests of all the youth of
France.

“By our precise acts, we
have demenstrated that we
do not want the enthusiasm of
the yvouth to be placed in the
service of any political or phi-
iosophical ideal whatsoever,

‘We do not reject any loyal
and .disinterested collabova-
tion, provided that it be es-
sentially French and that its

of Doriot’s French Popular

the condition of youth. FEet

inspiration, be in the tradi-

letter$
. .will have a favorable response;}

Popular Union of thei,

UPIPF. Sectjon re-i

tions of lberty of our coun-
try.
“We are happy to see, by

vour letter, that you recegnize

‘the purity of our ideal
“However, we do net con-
sider - the Nence section as

qualified. to make a decision
which -concerns all the youth
of - France. Conseguently, we
hepe that the Central tom-
mittee  of the Communist
¥outh, impressed with yeur
-mitiative, will get in touch
-~ mwith the Centrid Cominittee
wf the Pepular Union of the
Frenchk Youth.

‘Hoping that, by the uniom
of the youth of our ceuntry,
we shall suppress the fratric
cidnd hatred of all Frenchmen,
please accept our greetings..

For the Secretary:
The Assistant Secretary,

George Seassan,
Comment on this scandalous
example of Stalinist degenera-
tion would be superiluens. Does
one need further proof of the
perfidious and treachervus role
of Stalinism = today? Without
batting an eyelash, the young
Stalinists admit that their »nro-
gram is the same as the young
fasecists! In suech a demagogic
competivion, it is the fascists, of
course, who will win out ia the
end—unless, the youth can be
rallied to the ‘only banner which
can save humanity—the banner

of revelutienary Marxism—izthe
Fourth Iaternational.

m U. S.S R. Hits Youth

_Isuding StaffAceused

The official explanation for
the ability of these “scoundrels”
to permeate the apparatus and
carry on this work is of a piece
with the charges themselves.
The entire leading staff of the
youth, with Kossarev at the head,
is aceused of fostering moral
degenmﬁon,"engaging in drink-

{ing bouts’ msbead of exercising

“vigilance”. This enabled - the
“seum” to carry on its destrue-
tive work unhindered.

"~ Who are ‘the leaders in the

{Central Committee of the Kom-

somol whose heads are now  in

| the noose of the G.P.U. execu-

tioners? First, there is Kossa-
rev himself whose fate is still
unknewn. His post of General
Secretary denotes the extent of
confidence placed in him by the

y |ruling clique. He has held that

post for years. Thus we find
him not only directing the des-

| truction of Komsomol as a poli-

iwmpnini:mm at the Tenth

<m o@tﬁsmm Lﬁlﬁ

imovement.
s mmmm%energm
‘ of on. | to join.

anov, for example, was elected
to the Central Committee in 1931
(Ninth Congress); he had previ-
ouslp occupied the key post of
secretary of the Moscow Kom-
'somol; Saltanov was not only
one of the heads of the Lenin-
grad organization but en the Cen-
tral Committee in 1931. Bubekin

assumed the post of editor of
Komosomolskya Pravda shoitly
after the Ninth Congress,” hav-
ing been on the editorial staff
for years before that. In other
Iwords these “enemies of the peo- '
ple” belong to the generation of |
youth that followed the Stalinist
leadership unguestioningly not
only in the struggle against the
Left Opposition but also against
the Bukharinists. It was they
who were left in charge of thet
Youth in the 5 year period be-

Tenth Congress

 be
‘weeks and wmonths,

!!!81 and m&, it was they
who executed the turn at the
(1936). How
great must be the discontent in
the country, among the youth in
particalar, and how frantic the
feary of the bureaucracy, if the
ruling clique feels that it cannot
trust even such people!

Purge To Continue

The decision of the* Plenum,
and the stress it lays on purg-
ing the youth, on “rooting out
all remmants of the agentry of
lenemy classes” clearly indicates
that the purge has by no means
reached its climax but will rather
intensified in the coming
extending
deeper and deeper into the ranks
of the youth.

In a speech he delivered at the

Sixteenth Party Congress, Kos-

!

Ppronh

sarev said: “There & an indis-
soluble tie of steel between the
fighters of the young geneyation
and those of the oid generat:omn”
(Pravda, July 2, 1030).

The vise of steel in which
Stalin strangled the oid genera-
tion of Bolshevik fighters is now
tightening its mortal girip on the
youth. In the fact that the bu-
reaucracy mow finds ome of its

'staunchest props unveliable and

is compelled to rencvate s ap-
paratus of repression at o videi-
al 2 juncture is one of the wmost
unmistakable signs eof the be-
ginning of the end of Stabwnizm.
out of the cadrez of the
Soviet youth must come the lead-
ers of resurgent Bolshevicm in

the Seoviet Union. That iz why
the repression is =o ruthless and
deep-going.

¥ GW.

Newark Yipsels Concen-
trate on Iuﬂuntrhi Work

“In two years the YPSL of
Newark has tripled in size and
has been transformed from a
confused centrist debating society
to a revolutionary erganization
with roots in the 'woa'kmg rlass

The finest ﬂewurk ihdustrial

f'a,g-rbw’m mwm%em At {to. produce results. Ome ¢
clting 4" Renin;

though there is a good
leadership, the rank and file is
not as developed. At Ameyican
Smelting and Refining, with 1500
wi bs, ‘2@ sit down strike was
wonR in two weeks, At no. time,
‘however, were more than 1000
worKers pro CIO, and at one point
there were only 25 men sitting in
the plant. As a strong leadership
is developing; this situation is im-
proving. The leading figure in the
strike has been recruited, and
other militant workem are remb

Iuhotboftheseﬂamm

unien !

ers are militant negroes.

The Yipsel group in the Retail
Clerks Union imcludes two leaden
of the local; whose policies haw
trimphed after a six month Aght
with the president and orgunizer,
an Old Guard Secialist.

There are 22 Yipsels :n the
WAA. Their work bas resulted
in the Lenin Branch of the party
consisting of pewp?n reciaited out
of the Alliance units.

Our main ssuree of ren A*m'
into the YPSL itse'f has becn tho
ASY. Bvery chapter in Hsses
County is YPSL led.. Ia Hssex

f Junior College all but two .inde

mdénts weére recruited into the
Lx ‘At 'the present time there

| 13 every prospect for conii ’med

p ag in the colleges.
Wm'k in the YCL ie begmmng
- yrrved

ping,{ YCLer has beem reerzited, ami
are we mmmalmc £ veady to joip

Ami&am steps mﬁm



The drum beat and rifle crack of imperialist war
sounds louder than the tramp of our thousand young mili-
tants. Louder too is the echo of boss patriotism sounded
by Stalinism and its stooges. The noise, the clatter made
by every agent of deception and treason within or near
the working class is ever more blatant and tinny. The
cackle of these traitors is more persistent as the moment
nears when they will have to shoo the young workers and
students of this country into the goose step of military
discipline.

Compared with the migthy colossus of capxtahsm,
compared even with the puffed up “titans” of the Com-
munist Party, Young Communist League, American Youth
Congress, our force of 1000 appears small. Small, yes—
for the present. But a FORCE nevertheless. We are not
simply Davids challenging a Goliath. Truly, the advan-
tage is with us. Like soldiers firing a machine gun, we
Bave in our hands a weapen .that gives each of us the
strength of one hundred. Our fists carry a dynamo eof
power—the revolutionary idea. That power with which
Marx and Engels cast a spectre of communism over the
whole of Europe, which, wielded by Lenin and Trotsky,
made the walls of old Russia crumble, is ours.

No foree on earth ean stand up againgt a revelutionary !

program, and the will and courage to fight for it. - Armed
with sach a program, our band of thinking, courageous
militants is more than a match for the overgrown cretins
which Stalinism and Pacifism, like capitalism itself, are.
One thousand teday, two thousand tomorrow, three thou-
sand the next day—+this same program, backed by:inten-
sive activity in the class struggle, will nurture us, and
puild us. By the test of our activity, will our FORCE of
: lmﬁﬂirrecrmh,u wemmmmm
& mighty League of revolutionary youth. ;

For a Party of Revelution

The work we db as a Young Peoples’ Socialist League
does net have as its only aim the building of a youth or-
ganization. Recruiting into our ranks young workers and
students who are willing te join us in the day to day fight
agaist capitalism, we seek to educate them, train them to
the end that they will become understanding fighters for
Socialism.

" Time and time again hlsbory' has demonstrated that:
without a PARTY of the working class, of which the youth
League is but a section, the proletariat cannot make any
decisive and lasting gains. In Germany, the absence of
a revolutionary party meant Hitler; in Spain it means a
Negrin regime instead of a proletarian rule which would
sweep Franco and his allies into the sea. Circumstances
have led to the organization of a revolutionary youth
League prior to the constitution of a revolutionary party.
Butthefomesforsuehapartyarenotlwlnng Having
triumphed with our left wing principles in the YPSL,
,largelywiththeaidoiénremnradesihﬁxeSocialistPar—
ty, it is now our duty to lock arms more closely with these
comrades and pull together for the creatwn of a REVO-
LUTIONARY PARTY.

‘When the centrist, (the neither-here-nor-theres) and
the right-wingers unleashed a furious drive against us in

[ In this isaueof The Challenge, we prmt a news ac-|
@ | count of the purge in the Komsomel. Stalin’s determina-

ﬁoptorootontallrenlandpoaubleelementsofdmt.
having struck down the old Bolshevik leaders, now reaches
down to the youth. Consider the enormity, and the sig-
nificance, of it. Those against whom Stalin now . points’
his murderer’s finger, were all of them brought up under
Stalinism. Their minds'were never “adulterated” with
theteaehmgsofl..emnandTrotsky Some of them, the
leaders, were specially trained in the corruption of the
Stalinist bureaucracy.

Notwithstanding, Stalin senses the restless spark of
dissatisfaction, the desire for freedom that smolders with-
in the youth. It does not suffice to persecute the leaders
who were responsible for guaranteeing the loyalty of the
youth, but it is necessary to repress, in the méd and ruth-
less manner that Stalin’s, every youth who may dare to
think for himself.

To think for yourself—that is the greatest of crimes!
Stalin demands unquestioning obedience. Not long ago,
the Komsomol were deprived of all political functions.:
The Komsomol were completely divorced from “politics™;

parachute jumping.
. How different from- the spirit of communism! One«

eftheﬁrstvviemﬁuofthewmonwutoﬁbmte!{ns-
sian youth from the restrictions of the Czarist world. New

their “communist” job—to become experts in sports and{,

Dear comrades:

The growth of the
setts Y.P.SL. in the

convenion with: a
for a mass base, we

our forces upon the Y
tlement houses, A. YC.
youth clubs and

avenues of education were opened. Their minds were.en-

couraged to investigate everything. They were impressed|nizat
with the obligation of becoming thinking comrades in-aj -
Socialist society. In that stheme of things, the Komomol :

were to play an important role,

‘Precisely. But the processes of thought cannot be.gtxﬂed
as easily as broken bodies. Restless, curious, an
seek freedom, thousands of young Ruse&s begin

Not so_with Stalin. To think might be to disigraedSE®

to

plain, secretely ponder about the- meaning of Soculism, narket ”

guestion, look for channels of expression. . S8ome, perhaps,|os

misdirected under the regime of repression, fall into the {in ¢

hands of foreign enemies of Socialism. - For these:
,ummm :

.ww

murder Zinoviev, Radek, Kamenev—the scores of mur-
dered revolutionary leaders—were not in active opposi-

lution: Destroyed in these ‘men, it.may take fire in the

hearts of workers who fought on Russia’s barricades, in D

tion to Stalin. But in them had lived the spark of Revo-

Once begun, &hncannotsmhm.)w}d,

theenqmnngnundsquouﬂl ausmsnatoowungteﬁght had, Sallow}

in 1917,
By -unleashing terror and fear, Stalin’s tnes franti+

[cally” to conceal his betrayal of Socialist principles; his | =

treason committed against the workers of the world, as {comrade Eerens
also the deficiencies and inegualities of the Soviet's eco- |stronger union.
pomic life. There remain, however, stalwarts who cannet|

be frightened-or terrorized. Some may be in jail, some in |4

prison—others murdered. Yet they will find the means

to organize against the dictatorship of Stalin, and for the ® Lynn,
restoration of a true wox:ldng class government. Stalin's mﬂt

iivmg fear is that!

———

Bymmmdﬂnm

mmmwmew ;
re-elected

~ the League, itslmcm;risl\ameﬁ.-mm;;mmm,\‘gmg1

against the Leoft in the Socialist Party. At its last meet- [t

ing, the N.E.C. of the Party capped its campaign of terror <t
wﬂumm 2 decision um mm.n
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