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Why It Is Necessary to Study
World History

by Shih Chun

HAIRMAN Mao has tausht us: “No political party

can possibly lead a great revolutionary movement to
vietory unless it possesses revolutionary theory and a
knowledge of history and has a profound grasp of the
practical movement.” While always stressing the need
to seriously study Marxist-Leninist theories and inves-
tigate and study, he has taught the Party members and
cadres that they must attach great importance to
studying history, both Chinese and foreign, and that
whether or not it has a knowledge of history is one of
the conditions for a proletarian revolutionary party
winning or not. At a time when there is an excellent
situation in the Chinese revolution and world revolution
which are developing vigorously, it will be of great hclp
to our cause of socialist revolution if we study world
history.

Characteristic Feature of World Situation

The era in which we live today is “a great era of
radieal change in the social system throughout the world,
an earth-shaking era.” Countries want independence,
nations want liberation and the people want revolution
—this has become an irresistible historical tide. The

time has gone for ever when two superpowers could
dominate the world. Living in such an era, we must
be prepared to engage in great struggles which will have
many features that arve different in form from those of
the pasi.

Victorious in revolution, socialist China must strive
to make greater contributions to mankind. Since the
Chinese revolution is part of the world revolution, all
the revolutionary tasks we undertake are closely linked
to the revolutionary struggles of the world’s people. To
have the world at heart, it is necessary to understand it.
The world today is a development of the world yester-
day. The contemporary struggles of the world’s people
against imperialism and ils lackeys are a continuation
and development of their past and long struggles against
class oppression, oppression by foreign invaders and
colonial rule. To study world history will enable us, by
acquiring a knowledge of the entire process of world
history and drawing on historical experience, to beller
understand the special feature of the present world
situation, foresee its general trend, strengthen our con-
fidence in the victory of the proletariat and the revolu-
tionary people and raise our consciousness of proletarian
patriotism and internationalism. This will benefit the



promotion of mutual support between the people of
China and other countries in revolutionary struggles
and thus help in the still greater development of world
revolution.

The characteristic feature of the world situation
today is “upheaval,” or “global upheaval” This “up-
heaval” which has a class nature is an expression of the
sharpening basic world contradictions. What accounts
for the ‘“global upheaval’? Is it a good or a bad
thing? How should this complicated international
phenomenon be assessed? Reading world history will
tell us that to overthrow the old social system and
establish a new one is a great revolution marked by
soul-stirring class struggles and earth-shaking changes.
This has been the case in every great turning point in
human history. The course of the collapse of the
Western slave system was filled with recurrent slave
uprisings in ancient Roman Empire and unending
foreign invasions, with civil wars going hand in hand
with external wars. In the course of the collapse of
the world feudal system, the bourgeois world revolu-
tion swept Europe and America; there were frequent
civil and international wars, attempts at a come-back
and opposing it and the alternate emergence of systems
of monarchy and republic—a great upheaval lasting
almost 200 years.

In the more than 100 years since the birth of
Marxism, when the proletariat appeared on the world
scene, the revolutionary struggle to overthrow the bour-
geoisie and other exploiting classes and the liberation
struggles of the oppressed people have rolled on with
full force and rocked the whole world. Therefore, the
great upheaval in the world situation is a normal oc-
currence in the great era of revolution and in accord
with the objective law governing the development of
history. Today’s world “upheaval” reflects the life-
and-death struggle between contemporary revolutionary
forces and counter-revolutionary forces — an *“upheav-
al” by which the imperialist-ruled old world is headed
for collapse and a socialist new world is advancing to
victory.

Grasping the Objective Law of
Social Development

Chairman Mao has pointed out: “Classes struggle,
some classes triumph, others are eliminated. Such is
history, such is the history of civilization for thousands
of years.” Reading world history will help us to know
and grasp the objective law governing the development
of human society in the light of the conerete historical
course of the worldwide class struggle and gain still
greater initiative in the struggle. Modern and con-
temporary world history is a record of the criminal
acts of capitalism, colonialism and imperialism in
exploitation and aggression at home and abroad
and also one of the heroic struggle of the
world’s revolutionary people and the oppressed colonial
people against exploitation, aggression and oppression,
In the long course of struggle, capitalism, colonialism and
imperialism have changed from strong to weak in
moving step by step towards their extinction, while the

revolutionary people and the oppressed colonial people
have grown from weak to strong in advancing to vic-
tory. This is what historical dialecticism means. The
historical course of the rise and fall of any once ram-
pant colonial empire in world history, be it tsarist Russia
or fascist Germany which were thrown off the historical
stage, or the rapidly declining British Empire, has viv-
idly demonstrated the objective law of historical de-
velopment that capitalism is bound to perish while so-
cialism is sure to triumph.

An unrivalled maritime overlord in the 19th cen-
tury, the British Empire, by gunboat policy and power
politics, became a vast colonial empire which spread
across five continents and on which “the sun never sets.”
But instead of solving the deep contradictions inherent
in capitalism, the policy of expansion only deepened and
widened them. With the steady progress of the pro-
letarian socialist revolution and the vigorous develop-
ment of the liberation movement of the oppressed peo-
ple of the colonies, the British Empire has been
irrevocably and rapidly declining. The rise and decline
of the British Empire throws light on how to look at
modern imperialism and social-imperialism. Throwing
their weight about everywhere in the world, the two
superpowers today look like huge monsters. But, sitting
on the volcano of the people’s revolution, they are in fact
plunged into the depths of inextricable crises. Like the
star over the British Empire, the stars over them are
falling.

The course of imperialism heading for doom is also
one in which the revolutionary forces of the whole world
constantly expand and develop. Though invariably
weak and small at the beginning, the people’s revolu-
tionary forces are in essence invincible because they
represent the orientation of historical development.
They will grow from small to big and from weak to
strong so long as they dare to struggle and are good at
waging unyielding struggles to the end despite any
setback. The revolutionary truth that a weak nation
can defeat a strong, a small nation can defeat a big
has not only been confirmed by the Chinese revolution,
the Albanian people’s revolution and the Korean peo-
ple’s war against U.S. aggression and for national salva-
tion but also by the war of the Vietnamese, Cambodian
and Lao peoples against U.S. aggression and for na-
tional salvation. This has also been repeatedly borne
out by many previous facts in world history. The 1775-
83 American War of Independence is a case in point.
Then the world’s biggest industrial country with a
population of almost 30 million, the British Empire sent
90,000 troops to its northern American colony which
had a population of only three million. The latter
had only a small number of out-of-date guns, a few
guerrilla bands and some militia groups. At the start
of the war, it lost many battles to the British aggressor
troops who thereby occupied much of its territory.
But supported by the people and progressive forces in
European countries, the mobilized masses launched
guerrilla warfare, persisting to the end in their war of
independence, a war of justice. Their protracted strug-



gle culminated in a defeat for the British Empire and
the winning of independence. Countless historical facts
tell us that in the present struggle against the policy of
aggression pursued by U.S. imperialism and so-
cial-imperialism, the only way for us is to be guided
by a correet revolutionary line, “dare to fight, defy dif-
ficulties, and advance wave upon wave. Then the
whole world will belong to the people. Monsters of all
kinds shall be destroyed.”

Learning From Strong Points of the
People of All Countries

The people of all countries have always supported
cach other in their revolutionary struggles. A reading
of world history will help us obtain a better understand-
ing of the fact that the Chinese people and the op-
pressed people and nations of Asia, Africa and Latin
America shared the same experience in the past and are
facing the common task of struggle against imperialism.
Thus, we will more conscientiously carry oul Chairman
Mao’s revolutionary line in foreign affairs and fulfil
our duty of proletarian internationalism still better in
resolutely supporting the just struggle of the oppressed
people and nations.

World history shows that Asia and Africa are the
cradle of civilization. Because of their splendid ancient
civilizations, Asia, Africa and Latin America have made
great contributions to human progress. As a result of
Western colonialist invasion after the late 15th century,
vast areas of the three continents were reduced to col-
onies or semi-colonies and subjected to ruthless exploita-
tion and enslavement by the Western colonialists. The
vicious slave trade and various forms ol cruel plunder
by the Western colonialists changed Africa from a land
of wealth, beauty and traditional civilization to a “dark”
continent. Four centuries of plunder by the colonial-
ists reduced the African population by 100 million. After
throwing African Negroes into the abyss of unprec-
edented suffering, the slave traders came to China to
trick large numbers of Chinese labouring people and
shipped them to America as “coolies.” Like African
Negroes and American working people, hundreds
of thousands of Chinese labourers lived in deep misery;
they sweated and shed their blood together with them.
Where there is oppression, there is resistance. Fighting
shoulder to shoulder against the Western colonialists,
they cemented their militant friendship in blood. The
British colonialist bandit gnd butcher Gordon who took
part in suppressing the Chinese Taiping Revolution was
killed by the Sudanese people when he went to Africa
to repress them. A common historical experience has
helped the people of Asia, Africa and Latin America to
take the road of mutual support and close unity in
struggle. Though they are separated by mountains and
rivers, the common struggle against colonialist aggres-
sion has bound together the oppressed people and
nations of the three continents.

A knowledge of this history enables us to realize
profoundly that the Chinese people and the oppressed

nations and people of Asia, Africa and Latin America are
class brothers and comrades-in-arms who are as closely
linked as flesh and blood and share weal and woe and
that China and the overwhelming majority of the Asian,
African and Latin American countries belong to the
third world. Therefore, the Chinese people regard
victory in the anti-imperialist struggle by the people
of Asia, Africa and Latin America as their own and give
warim sympathy and support to all their anti-imperialist
and anti-colonialist struggles.

Guided by Chairman Mao’s proletarian revolu-
tionary line in foreign affairs, the Chinese people have
steadily developed friendly contacts with the people of
other countries and modestly learnt from their strong
points. Redoubling efforts to learn from one another
conforms to the world historical trend. World history
shows that it is the millions and millions of slaves who
propel the progress of history as well as science and
culiure. The masses are the masters of history and the
true makers and successors of the outstanding cultures
of mankind. The people of all countries, big or small,
have made their contributions to mankind; they have
both strong and weak points, as well as things
from which others can learn or draw lessons, Through
long years of friendly exchanges with other peoples, we
Chinese people in the past learnt many useful things
from them to enrich and develop our own national
culture. The proletariat should adopt the Marxist
analytical attitude towards all things. Blind worship
of foreign things and the slavish comprador philosophy
are manifestations of the shameless servile features of
the comprador class in semi-colonial countries, and must
be thoroughly criticized. The metaphysical attitude of
refusing to come into contact with foreign things, and
not studying and analysing them, is also completely
wrong. The correct principle we should follow is to
“make the past serve the present and foreign things
serve China.”

Studying Marxist Theory

Studying some world history helps us to “read and
study seriously and have a good grasp of Marxism.”
Lenin said that Marx’s theory “is a summing up of ex-
perience, illuminated by a profound philesophical con-
ception of the world and a rich knowledge of history.”
Without a certain amount of knowledge of world
history, it is not possible for us to understand very well
how the proletarian revolutionary teachers formulated
revolutionary theories on the basis of class struggle in
their time, nor is it possible for us to understand fully
how these theories were summed up from the actual
situation of the times and revolution, and consequently
it is not possible for us to have a deep understanding
of the spirit and essence of Marxist-Leninist theories.
Among the important Marxist-Leninist documents,
many brilliant theoretical works are scientific conclu-
sions arrived at after analyses of concrete historical
facts. Marx’s The Civil War in France, for instance,
started with an analysis of the historical process of the



Paris Commune revolution and summed up the histori-
cal experience of the proletarian revolution and the
dictatorship of the proletariat, thereby enriching and
developing the Marxist theory. Engels’ The Origin of
the Family, Private Property and the State is a penetrat-
ing treatise on the emergence, growth and end of primi-
tive society, forcefully proving the law of development
of human society. Therefore, to study some world
history and thence to understand the historical back-
ground of these Marxist works and the historical condi-
tions dealt with will help us to really grasp the content
of these works and learn in a better way the standpoint,
viewpoint and method with which proletarian revolu-
tionary teachers examined and solved questions.

To study Chairman Mao’s works on the Chinese
revolution, it is also necessary for us fo know some
world history. In analysing questions relating to the
Chinese revolution, Chairman Mao always proceeds from
the overall situation in class struggle both at home and
abroad, and examines these questions in the context of
the entire international situation. In his brilliant work
A Single Spark Can Start a Prairie Fire, Chairman Mao
examined the class struggle in China through an analysis
of the various basic contradictions in the world, arrived
at a series of scientific conclusions and pointed out the
only correct way for the Chinese revolution. Full of
confidence, Chairman Mao predicted that a high tide
in the Chinese revolution was imminent. Chairman
Mao refuted the pessimistic ideas of Liu Shao-chi and
other swindlers who questioned “How long can we keep
the Red Flag flying?”’ and pointed out that the root
cause of the theoretical error of these pessimistic and
despondent opportunists following the defeat of the
great revolution in 1927 was “mainly from the failure
to understand clearly that China is a semi-colonial
country for which many imperialist powers are con-
tending.” It is obvious, therefore, that if we really want
to grasp the meaning of this work of Chairman Mao’s
and have a deep understanding of the opposition and
struggle between the two lines in the Party at that time,
we should have a certain amount of knowledge of the
international situation and the conditions in the various
imperialist countries which were contending for control
of China during that period. Chairman Mao's great
theory of continuing the revolution under the dictator-
ship of the proletariat has summed up the historical
experience of the international communist movement,
and has inherited, defended and developed Marxism-
Leninism. To really understand and grasp this theory
of Chairman Mao’s, it is essential to study the history
of the international communist movement.

For a long time, all renegades to Marxism-Leninism
— from Bernstein, Kautsky, Trotsky, Khrushchov and
Brezhnev in foreign countries to Chen Tu-hsiu, Wang
Ming, Liu Shao-chi and other swindlers in China
—in their efforts to “amend” Marxism-Leninism to
suit the needs of the imperialists, have resorted to such
tricks as tampering with and distorting the Marxist-
Leninist classics and emasculating the revolutionary
essence of Marxism-Leninism, making them accept-

able to the bourgeoisie. Studying some world history
will help us to explode their lies and sophistry all the
more forcefully and see through their anti-Marxist-
Leninist nature.

In summing up the experience of the inner-Party
struggle between the correct Marxist-Leninist line and
the erroneous opportunist lines, Chairman Mao pointed
out: “Neglect of the study of current conditions, neglect
of the study of history and neglect of the application of
Marxism-Leninism, all constitute an extremely bad style
of work.” If we allow this bad style of work to spread
unchecked, the nature of the Communist Party as the
vanguard of the proletariat will be changed, and Com-
munist Party members will not be able to play the ex-
emplary vanguard role they should. In our Party's
history, we find typical examples of such a bad style of
work in Wang Ming, Liu Shao-chi and other swindlers.
We must repudiate them, and we should closely integrate
the study of current conditions, the study of history and
the application of Marxism-Leninism. The eall to us to
study some world history has emanated in the course
of carrying out education in ideology and political line
throughout the Party and from the reality of the revolu-
tionary struggle at home and abroad.

Grasping Class Struggle

How to study world history which is so rich in
events covering several thousand years in every
part of the globe and so full of extremely complex con-
tradictions? Lenin said: ‘“Marxism has provided the
guidance, i.e., the theory of the class struggle, for the
discovery of the laws governing this seeming maze and
chaos.” If we do not grasp class struggle as the key link
when we study history, it will be impossible for us to
have a clear understanding. As long as we use Marx-
ism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought as our guide and
firmly grasp class struggle — the key link — which runs
through the history of mankind, we can discover the
laws governing the historical events which are full of
changes, and not lose sight of the central link amid the
complex historical phenomena. The profound treatises
by proletarian revolutionary teachers on world history
are our guide in learning and studying world history and
our sharp weapons for eriticizing histories by the bour-
geoisie and revisionists. Therefore, we should devote
special attention to studying them.

Studying history is needed to carry out the actual
class struggle. We will have a elear aim when we closely
integrate our sfudy with class struggle and the struggle
between the two lines at home and abroad, and in this
way we can grasp the key points, and achieve the goal of
closely combining the study of world history with the
study of works by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin as
well as Chairman Mao’s works, and closely integrating
the study of history with the actual struggle. Since
modern and contemporary world history and the history
of the international communist movement are more
closely connected with actual class struggle, we should
stress them in our study.
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Again On Studying World History

Issue No. 21, 1972 of “Peking Review” carried the
article “Why It Is Necessary to Study World History.”
The following is another by the same author on the
significance of emphasizing the study of modern and
contemporary history. — Ed.

N his important report Reform Our Study in 1941,
Chairman Mao urged our whole Party to study
Chinese history and pay particular attention to studying
the history of China since the Opium War (1840). This
is the guiding principle in our study of history and
historical research, that is, the principle of stressing the
present rather than the past.

In studying world history, therefore, we should
also lay emphasis on modern and contemporary history
which is closely related to existing class struggles and
shows how all the basic contradictions in the world
today have developed. Many current international
problems can be traced back to modern and contem-
porary history for background and sequence. Drawing
on the experience and lessons from class struggle in
these periods is of direct value to us in gaining a deeper
knowledge of today’s world situation and correctly
understanding the acute and complicated current class
struggle.

Three Stages

If we start counting from England’s bourgeois
revolution of 1640, modern and contemporary world
history covers a span of over 300 years. It can be
divided into three stages. The first, from 1640 to the
eve of the 1871 revolution of the Paris Commune, is
the period of ‘“free” capitalism, in which capitalism
through protracted struggles replaced feudalism in a
number of countries in Europe and America. The second
stage, from the 1871 Paris Commune to immediately
before the 1917 October Socialist Revolution, is one in
which “free” capitalism was going over to imperialism
until imperialism finally took shape. In this period, the
socialist revolutionary movement of the proletariat and
the national-democratic revolutionary movement were
on the rise and making onslaughts against capitalism,
colonialism and imperialism. Led by Lenin, the 1917
October Socialist Revolution in Russia opened a new
epoch in world history. Modern world history thereby
entered its third stage, the period of contemporary
history. As Chairman Mao has pointed out, this is
“the historie epoch in which world capitalism and im-
perialism are going down to their doom and world
socialism and people’s democracy are marching to
victory.”

by Shih Chun

Modern-contemporary history covers the incep-
tion, growth and decline of capitalism and the incep-
tion, growth and advance to victory of socialism. The
struggle of the proletariat and all other exploited toil-
ers against the capitalist class, the struggle of the co-
lonial and semi-colonial peoples against colonialism
and imperialism, and the united struggle of a grow-
ing number of medium-sized and small countries
against aggression, interference, subversion and plunder
by the two superpowers are the main contents in the
annals of modern-contemporary world history. In the
final analysis, the complex contradictions of the present
world are expressions of the various contradictions of
the old world as they develop and interact in new
historical circumstances.

Basic Contradictions

The revolutionary teachers of the proletariat have
made penetrating analyses of the basic contradictions
of the periods of modern-contemporary world history,
the nature of capitalism and imperialism, the socialist
revolution and the revolution in the colonies and semi-
colonies, and made a series of wise forecasts and scien-
tific conclusions in many of their outstanding works,
especially in the Manifesto of the Communist Party
by Marx and Engels, I'mperialism. the Highest Stage
of Capitalism by Lenin and On New Democracy by
Chairman Mao. These are the theoretical guidance for
our study of modern-contemporary world history. Only
by taking the Marxist-Leninist theory as our guide can
we see through the distortions of history by the bour-
geoisie, grasp the laws governing the development of
modern-contemporary history and draw on historical
experience and lessons for the benefit of current class
struggles,

The fundamental contradiction in a capitalist so-
ciety is between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie.
The development of capitalism is described as an idyllic
process by all its worshippers, from reactionary men
of letters in the pay of the bourgeoisie to the modern
arch imperialists. But lies cannot hide facts. Indeed,
“the bourgeoisie, during its rule of scarce one hundred
vears, has created more massive and more colossal
productive forces than have all preceding generations
together.” (Manifesto of the Communist Party.) But
“capital comes dripping from head to foot, from every
pere, with blood and dirt.” (Capital.) Modern world
history tells us that the inception and the growth of
capitalism is a history of unbridled plunder at home and
abroad. In order to develép capitalism, the new aristo-
cracy and bourgeoisie of England launched the en-



closure movement which continued 300 long years from
the end of the 15th century to the beginning of the
19th century. They drove peasants en masse off the
land by force, burnt down their houses and turned the
farmland into grazing grounds or big farms, and then
enforced brutal laws to compel the homeless peasants
to become wage slaves of the capitalists. In its west-
ward expansion, the United States of America used
fire and sword to disperse and Kkill the Indians. Now
only 600,000 Indians remain, most of them sequestered
on reservations, living in darkness and misery. Marx
pointed out: “The discovery of gold and silver in Ame-
rica, the extirpation, enslavement and entombment in
mines of the aboriginal population, the beginning of
the conquest and looting of the East Indies, the turning
of Africa into a warren for the commercial hunting of
black-skins, signalized the rosy dawn of the era of
capitalist production.” (Capital.)

Feudalism was replaced by capitalism and this was
a historical advance. But the change was no more than
the substitution of one exploiting class for another and
one system of exploitation for another. The establish-
ment of the capitalist system along with the dictator-
ship of the bourgeoisie put new fetters on the proleta-
riat and the other labouring people, who fell victim
to brutal capitalist economic exploitation and political
oppression. Imperialism is today declining on a world-
wide scale and the proletariat and the bourgeoisie are
locked in violent struggle. The study of modern-
contemporary world history to familiarize ourselves
with the economic and political development of the
bourgeoisie will help us to gain a more profound un-
derstanding of the exploitative nature of the bourgeoi-
sie and the inevitability of the downfall of the capitalist
system, and understand more clearly the truth that
“imperialism is the eve of the social revolution of the
proletariat” as Lenin put it. (Imperialism, the Highest
Stage of Capitalism.) This will inspire us to fight on
heroically for a world without exploitation of man by
man and for the emancipation of all humanity.

Struggle for Hegemony Between
Imperialist Countries

One ol the basic contradictions in modern-contem-
porary world history is the conflict and contention
among imperialist countries. Capitalism developed to
the stage of imperialism towards the end of the 19th
and at the beginning of the 20th century. In this stage,
the contradictions inherent in capitalism become ever
more acute and broader in scope. The contradictions,
in essence, are the contentions among imperialists for
world domination an+d spheres of influence in colonies.
Imperialism is monopolistic, parasitic, moribund capi-
talism. Lenin said: “An essential feature of imperial-
ism is the rivalry between several Great Powers in the
striving for hegemony” (Imperialism, the Highest Stage
of Capitalism), and *“‘world domination’ is, to
put it briefly, the substance of imperialist policy.”
(A Caricature of Marxism and Imperialist Economism.)

Rivalry among the big colonialist and imperialist
powers has never ceased in modern-contemporary

world history. In the 17th century, it was mainly con-
tention for maritime hegemony between Britain and
the Netherlands. In the 18th century, there was fierce
rivalry between Britain and France for maritime and
European hegemony. In the 19th century, a compli-
cated situation arose on the European continent, with
Britain, Russia, France, Germany and Austria locked
in strife for supremacy at different times. Rivalries
became sharper when world capitalism entered the
stage of imperialism. At the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury, the contradictions between the two overlords,
Britain and Germany, became the main imperialist
contradictions of the time. A late-comer among the
imperialist pirates, Germany went all out in expansion
in the Middle East and elsewhere. It altempted to
realize its ambition for world domination by occupying
the Middle East, the hub of communicalion between
Europe, Asia and Africa and an important strategic
area leading to the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean,
and seizing British and French colonies. The Middle
East thus became an important area for which the
imperialist powers contended with one another.
Britain, the old-line colonial empire, planned to
defeat its powerful rival Germany in war, wrest Me-
sopotamia and Palestine from Turkey, enslave the Arab
people and consolidate its colonial rule in Africa. Sev-
eral other imperialist countries also had their sinister
designs for dividing up the world. The rapid sharpen-
ing of their contradictions led to World War I of 1914-
18, bringing mankind unprecedented suffering. But
war gave rise to revolution and the outbreak of the
revolutions in Russia, Germany, Hungary, Turkey and
other countries spelled the end of tsarist Russia, the
German Empire and the. Austro-Hungarian Empire —
the seemingly powerful colossi who were aggressive by
nature.

The study of modern-contemporary werld history
will enable us to see the deep historical background
of today's contention between two superpowers for
world domination. As imperialist and social-imperialist
countries, they are bound to be governed by the laws
of imperialism, to take the beaten path of hegemonism.
This is dictated by the nature of imperialism and their
downfall is also inevitable.

One of the late-comers among the imperialist
countries, U.S. imperialism in its early period seldom
became involved in the scramble for supremacy among
the European powers because of conditions peculiar to
the development of capitalism in the United States. Its
first step was aggression and expansion in Latin Ame-
rica. Starting and winning the 1898 Spanish-American
War, the first war to redivide colonies in world history,
U.S. imperialism became overnight the overlord in the
Western Hemisphere. In the short period of 30 years
after entering the stage of imperialism, the United
States was involved in 33 military invasions and in-
terventions in Latin America.

Moreover, the United States lost no time in con-
tending with other imperialist countries for hegemony




in the Pacific region and in Asia. There were both
contention and collusion over the years between U.S.
imperialism and Japanese imperialism in their com-
plicated scramble for hegemony in the Pacific. Their
deep, irreconcilable contradictions culminated in the
surprise raid on Pearl Harbour by Japanese militarism
in 1941 and the Pacific War of 1941-45. U.S. impe-
rialism amassed vast wealth in the two world wars.
As the No. 1 imperialist country after World War II,
the United States stretched its tentacles everywhere
around the world. While plundering other peoples
economically, it resorted to the big-stick policy of undis-
guised armed interference in the internal affairs of
other countries, starting a new scramble for world he-
gemony. But times have changed. The unprecedented
upsurge in the revolution of the Asian, African and
Latin American peoples in the postwar period, the
drastic decline of world capitalism, the sharpening of
different contradictions in and outside the United States
and growing contradictions among the imperialist
countries —all these very soon sent U.S. imperialism
tumbling from the peak of its strength.

The modern history of Russia also tells us about
tsarist Russia’s “never changed and neglected aim —
Russia’s world hegemony.” (Engels: The Foreign
Policy of the Tsarist Government of Russia) By sup-
pressing the revolution in Poland and Hungary, occupy-
ing large tracts of Chinese territory and engaging in
expansion in West and Central Asia, the old tsars built
a huge colonial empire astride Europe and Asia towards
the end of the 19th century. Tsarist Russia always
regarded hegemony in the Middle East and the Balkan
Peninsula as the first strategic objective to achieve.
Doing its utmost to expand its navy and contending
for an outlet from the Baltic Sea, it tried to clear the
way through the Black Sea Strait and control the
Mediterranean Sea to build up its maritime hegemony.
To realize this global strategy of aggression and expan-
sion, it unleashed wars abroad. Iis conlention with
Japan for supremacy over East Asia led to the Russo-
Japanese War of 1904. Defeated, it divided and shared
with Japan their spheres of influences in East Asia at
the expense of the sovereignty of China and Korea,
in addition to supporting Japan in its aggression against
the two countries. Meanwhile, it worked together with
Britain in the West. The two concluded secret treaties
for dividing up spheres of influence in Iran, Afghanistan
and China’s Tibet and jointly sent forces to put down
the revolution in Iran. But all the schemes between
the imperialist countries could in no way stop the tide
of revolution. It was during World War I, an im-
perialist war, that the revolutionary situation in Russia
developed rapidly until tsarist Russia, the main bulwark
of the reactionary forces in Europe, was changed into
the source of the storm of the socialist revolution and
the Russian proletariat won the world’s first victory
in socialist revolution, History thus proclaimed the end
of the dream of a huge tsarist empire. Completely
betraying the road of the October Socialist Revolution
and fully inheriting the old tsar’s mantle of expansion-
ism, the Soviet revisionist renegade clique now en-

trenched in the Kremlin has restored capitalism and
pushed social-imperialism. It can be said with cer-
tainty that it is only a pipe dream for the Soviet
revisionists to try to re-establish a big colonial empire
in the era when the imperialist system is heading for
collapse.

Looking back on the history of the imperialist
countries contending for world domination and sulfer-
ing continuous defeats and of U.S. imperialism and
tsarist Russian imperialism is of great help in observing
today’s contention for world hegemony by the two
superpowers and some other international problems.
The nature of imperialism determines that while
frequently colluding, the imperialist countries have no
way of reconciling their conflicts in contending for
world hegemony. Their collusion means greater sup-
pression of the peoples, whereas their bitter rivalry
provides favourable conditions for the victory ol the
revolutionary people, The revolutionary people must
regard the contradictions among imperialists as an
inevitable historical phenomenon as capitalism heads
towards its doom, and concretely analyse and correcily
handle them from a class standpoint. Plunder and
aggression by the imperialist powers and the strife for
hegemony among them, particularly between the two
superpowers, account for the complex conflicts in some
areas and also give birth to the tempestuous anti-
imperialist struggle of the people in the intermediate
zones. Only by overthrowing imperialism, colonialism
and neo-colonialism can these peoples solve their prob-
lems in their own interests, independently and with the
initiative in their own hands.

Where There Is Oppression
There Is Resistance

Where there is oppression there is resistance,
Modern-contemporary world history is also the history
of the unceasing heroic struggles of the proletariat and
the oppressed nations and people of the world against
capitalism, ecolonialism and imperialism. The great
truth “The people, and the people alone, are the motive
force in the making of world history” has been proved
by many historical facts — from the first great trial of
strength between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie
of France in June 1848 to the hoisting of the red flag
of the Paris Commune — the world’s first dictatorship
of the proletariat—in 1871; from the monumental
triumph of the October Socialist Revolution to the great
victory of the Chinese people’s revolution and on to the
new development of the current international com-
munist movement. All these are a magnificent epic
written by the proletariat and other labouring people
of various countries and declare the bankrupicy of
modern revisionism.

Side by side with the vigorous advance of the
revolutionary movement of the world’s proletariat, the
oppressed nations’ liberation movements have developed
into a violent historical trend. Asia, Africa and Latin
America have become an arena secthing with revolu-
tionary storms that hit directly at imperialism. This




is the outcome of the acute development of the con-
tradictions between the oppressed nations in the colo-
nies and semi-colonies on the one hand and imperialism
and colonialism on the other. It has undergone a long
historical process. The revolution always advances
according to this law: The more the oppression, the
greater the resistance; long suppressed, resistance is
bound to break out rapidly. In the few hundred years
since the end of the 15th century, the people of Asia,
Africa and Latin America have suffered all sorts of
plunder and oppression by Western colonialism and im-
perialism and have set into motion one revolutionary
storm after another in fierce offensives against colo-
nialism and imperialism.

Large-scale wars for independence and liberation
of the colonies broke out in Latin America at the end
of the 18th century and the beginning of the 19th cen-
tury. Taking the lead were the hundreds of thousands
of Negro slaves in Haiti who in more than ten years
of fierce fighting routed 60,000 colonial troops of
France and Spain and forced the arrogant Napoleon’s
aggressor troops to surrender; in 1804 they founded
Latin America’s first independent state of Blacks freed
from colonial rule and the slave system. This was fol-
lowed by the uprisings of the people of many Latin
American countries which destroyed the colonial system
of Spain and Portugal on the continent. In the mid-
19th century when the Asian people became politically
awakened, the first revolutionary tide against colonial-
ism and feudalism in Asia swept from the Persian
Gulf and India to China. Marx and Engels hailed these
great new things with great revolutionary enthusiasm.
Engels predicted that “the opening day of a new era for
all Asia” (Persia and China) would come before long.
A new source of great world storms opened up in India,
Viet Nam, Korea, the Philippines and China in the
early 20th century and especially after the October
Socialist Revolution in Russia. This turned Asia into
a vast battlefield against imperialism. In Africa, the
enslaved Black people, armed with such primitive
weapons as bows and arrows and shot-guns, have
fought heroically for several centuries against the
Western colonialist aggressors armed to the teeth with
advanced weapons. Since World War II, Asia, Africa
and Latin America have become the focal point of the
contradictions of the present-day world and are
seething with struggles on an unprecedented scale
against imperialism and colonialism and neo-colonial-
ism. The ever-growing national-democratic revolu-
tionary movements in the heartland of capitalism, such
as the struggle of the Afro-Americans against racial
discrimination and the struggle of the people of
Northern Ireland for national independence, all have
profound historical origins. The U.S. bourgeoisie for
generations has been the class enemy of the Afro-
Americans whose ancestors were Black slaves shipped
from Africa to America by Western colonialists. More
than 20 million Afro-Americans in the United States
are fighting ruthless exploitation and oppression by
the monopoly capitalists. In his statement supporting
their struggle against racial discrimination, Chairman

Mao penetratingly pointed out: “The evil system of
colonialism and imperialism arose and throve with the
enslavement of Negroes and the trade in Negroes, and
it will surely come to its end with the complete eman-
cipation of the Black people.”

Revolution Will Triumph

The advance of history shows that the great trend
of our era—countries want independence, nations
want liberation and the people want revolution —is
an outcome of the logical development of modern his-
tory. The rise of the third world is not accidental but
an inevitable result of the struggle against imperialism
and colonialism by the people of Asia, Africa and Latin
America. Chairman Mao pointed out: “Imperialism
has pushed the great masses of the people throughout
the world into the historical epoch of the great struggle
to abolish imperialism.”

The people invariably want revolution and the rev-
olution is bound to win. But the road of revolution
is tortuous, progressing in the course of struggle which
is full of twists and turns. This is the dialectical law
of historical development. In modern world history,
the bourgeois revolution in England beginning in 1640
went through a zigzag course of struggle for nearly
half a century. So did the bourgeois revolution in
the United States beginning in 1775 for nearly a cen-
tury and the bourgeois revolution in France beginning
in 1789 for more than 80 years. It was after such pro-
tracted struggles that the bourgeoisie in these coun-
tries consolidated their domination. The people in the
colonies have been doing the same in their struggle
for independence. The colonialists and imperialists
never quit their colonies of their own accord. They
are bound to create all kinds of troubles for the peo-
ple’s revolution, It was not until they had fought
wars of independence for almost 20 years in the early
19th century that the people of Latin American coun-
tries freed themselves from Spanish and Portuguese
colonial rule. After their independence, however, many
countries were turned into “commercial colonies” by
British imperialism as a result of economic infiltration.
Under the signboard of “pan-Americanism,” U.S. im-
perialism imposed the chains of neo-colonialism on
many Latin American countries by combining the big
stick and carrot tactics.

These historical experiences show us that there has
never been a genuine revolution without going through
a tortuous course of hard struggle, or a revolution that
has advanced without a hitch after vietory was won
and does not have to undergo the protracted struggle
between those attempting at a come-back and those
opposing it. Since this is true for the bourgeois rev-
olution, the socialist revolution led by the proletariat
has to go through an even sharper and more tortuous
struggle in order to win final victory. Chairman Mao
pointed out: “The correctness or incorrectness of the
ideological and political line decides everything.” The
proletariat and the revolutionary people are able to



overcome all difficulties on their road of advance,
speed up the pace of revolution and promote historical
advance provided they have a correct Marxist-Leninist
line. The study of world history will enable us to
have a still deeper understanding of Chairman Mao's
great theory of continuing the revolution under the
dictatorship of the proletariat and his proletarian rev-
olutionary line and policies, and spur us fo continually
raise our consciousness of class struggle and the struggle
between the two lines and our consciousness of con-
tinuing revolution, so as to carry the socialist revolu-
tion through to the end.

The whole course of modern-contemporary world
history vividly proves that socialism is certain to re-
place capitalism, just as capitalism replaced feudalism.
This is an irresistible law of history. The tide of world
revolution is pushing ahead today precisely in accord-
ance with this law. Countries want independence,
nations want liberation and the people want revolu-

tion — the world situation is excellent, Aggression and
oppression by the two superpowers are arousing the
people of the world to a new awakening and promoting
unity among the large number of developing countries,
No force in the world can prevent the inevitable down-
fall of imperialism, nor can any force hold back the
sure victory of the revolutionary cause of the people.

Lenin pointed out long ago: “But the morrow of
world history will be a day when the awakening peo-
ples oppressed by imperialism are finally aroused and
the decisive long and hard struggle for their liberation
begins.” (Question of Nationalities or “Autonomisa-
tion.”) This great day has now come! In such an earth-
shaking great era, it is most useful for every revolu-
tionary to read some modern-contemporary world
history and draw on the rich experience accumulated
by the people of all countries in their revolutionary
siruggles, military or political, economic or cultural,
with or without bloodshed, positive or negative.

The next 50 to 100 years or so, beginning
from now, will be a great era of radical
change in the social system throughout the
world, an earth-shaking era without equal
in any previous historical period. Living in
such an era, we must be prepared to engage
in great struggles which will have many
features different in form from those of the

past.

MAO TSETUNG
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On Studying Some History About
Imperialism

Issues No. 21 and No. 24, 1972 of “Peking Review™
carried the articles “Why It Is Necessary to Study World
History” and “Again On Studying World History.” The
following article by the same author deals with the
significance of studying some history about imperialism.
— Ed.

N studying history, we should draw on the historical

experience, both positive and negative, that is useful
to us. While studying world history, we will benefit
enormously if we study some history about imperialism
and gain an understanding of the process and laws of
the development and decline of imperialism so as to
guide our revolutionary practice.

The great Lenin personally took part in class strug-
gle in the era of imperialism. In accordance with the
basic principles of Marxism, he studied how world capi-
talist economy and politics had developed in the half
century after the publication of Marx's Capital and
wrote Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism and
other brilliant works which are penetrating expositions
of the nature of imperialism and the laws pointing to
its inevitable doom as well as of the historical tasks of
the proletariat. In fighting “Left” and Right opportun-
ist lines and in leading the Chinese people in protracted
struggles against imperialism, modern revisionism and
reactionaries of various countries, Chairman Mao has
inherited, defended and developed Lenin’s theory on
imperialism, wrote On New Democracy and other cele-
brated works, put forward famous theses such as im-
perialism and all reactionaries are paper tigers, and
made a series of profound analyses of the contemporary
world situation and the strategy and tactics of proleta-
rian revolutionary struggles. The proletarian revolu-
tionary teachers’ works on imperialism are our theoreti-
cal guide in studying the history of imperialism.

What Is Imperialism?

What is imperialism? Lenin said: “Imperialism is
a specific historical stage of capitalism, Its specific
character is threefold: imperialism is (1) monopely
capitalism; (2) parasitic, or decaying capitalism; (3)
moribund ecapitalism.” (Imperialism and the Split in
Socialism.) History tells us that prior to the 1870s, cap-
italism was in the stage when free competition was
predominant, The constant accumulation of capital and
concentration of production in the last 30 years of the

10

by Shih Chun

19th century led to the emergence of monopoly, and
capitalism characterized by free competition gradually
moved on to the stage of monopoly capitalism, that is,
imperialism. Imperialism is the continuation of the
development of capitalism and the highest and final
stage of capitalism. Taking the world as a whole, cap-
italism entered the period of imperialism at the end
of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century. At
that time, monopoly replaced free competition in the
world’s main capitalist countries, such as Britain, the
United States, Germany, France and Russia. Just as
Lenin pointed out: “Imperialism is capitalism in that
stage of development in which the dominance of mo-
nopolies and finance capital has established itself; in
which the export of capital has acquired pronounced im-
portance; in which the division of the world among the
international trusts has begun; in which the division
of all territories of the globe among the biggest
capitalist powers has been completed.” (Imperialism,
the Highest Stage of Capitalism.)

Owing to different socio-historical conditions at
that time, the chief imperialist countries in Europe and
America developed their own particularities. Britain
in the 19th century was a typical “colonial imperialist
country.” By routing the “Invincible Armada’ of Spain,
which was “mistress of the seas” in the early period,
successively defeating two other rivals on the seas —
Holland and France—and launching wars to grab
overseas colonies, Britain by the end of the 19th cen-
tury had built a colonial empire, with colonies whose
total area was more than a hundred times as large as
the British Isles. Relying mainly on exploitation of the
people in the colonies for its existence, the British Em-
pire distinctly manifested the parasitic and decaying
nature inherent in the imperialist system. A late-
comer, the United States was an upstart imperialist
country, In 1898, it unleashed the Spanish-American
War, the first imperialist war in world history, and
grabbed Puerto Rico, the Philippines and Cuba and
turned thém into its colonies and dependencies. During
World War 1, it amassed enormous wealth and directly
took part in the armed intervention which vainly tried
to strangle the new-born Soviet Russia. Thus it “turned
an exceptionally tragic page in the bloody history of
bloody imperialism.” (Lenin: Letter to American
Workers.) Tsarist Russia was a military-feudal impe-
rialist country where monopoly capitalism merged with



the economic and political remnants of serfdom, thereby
forming the most reactionary and most barbarous state
system — isarist autocracy, a veritable prison for all
the nationalities of Russia. It was not only the
gendarme of Europe but also of Asia, as Lenin said:
“Russia’s reputation as an international gendarme was
firmly established.” (The Tsar Visits Europe and Mem-
bers of the Black-Hundred Duma Visit England.)

Though the imperialist countries may differ on
some specific points, their nature is the same, which
is monopoly capitalism. “The deepest economic founda-
tion of imperialism is monopoly.” (Lenin: Imperialism,
the Highest Stage of Capitalism.) It is on this basis
that a handful of financial oligarchs manipulate state
power and control the economic lifelines. The funda-
mental aim of all imperialist activities is to guarantee
high profits for monopoly capital. It is imperialism’s
nature to plunder. Imperialism cannot exist without
violence or plunder and without aggression or expan-
sion. Since capital-imperialism and social-imperialism
are both imperialist, they are inevitably governed by
the imperialist laws; they carry out reactionary impe-
rialist policies and take the imperialist road to deca-
dence and decline,

Uneven Development and Contention
For Hegemony

Lenin pointed out that uneven economic and palit-
ical growth is an absolute law of capitalism, and at
the stage of imperialism, “this growth is not only be-
coming more and more uneven in general, its uneven-
ness also manifests itself, in particular, in the decay
of the countries which are richest in capital (England).
(Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism.) This
is because the rule of monopoly capital not only can-
not eliminate competition but brings monopoly and
competition together, with the result that competition
between the monopolies of various countries becomes
still more intense and anarchy in all capitalist produc-
tion becomes more serious than ever before. Mean-
while, with scientific and technological innovations con-
stantly being introduced, some late-comers among the
capitalist countries can utilize the new discoveries and
other advantages to catch up with or surpass the old
capitalist countries. On the other hand, the old-line
capitalist countries are rapidly going down the road
of decline and destruction because their decaying and
parasitic nature inherent in monopoly rule is becoming
even more manifested. In the first half of the 19th
cenfury, Britain was known as the “workshop of the
world,” and even up to the 1870s, Britain’s coal, iron
and cloth output exceeded the total output of the United
States, Germany and France taken together. But by
the 1880s, the United States surpassed Britain and top-
ped all other countries in industrial production. Early in
the 20th century, Germany outstripped Britain and was
only second to the United States. Governed by the law
of uneven economic and political development, some
imperialist countries are on the ascendant while others
are on the decline, and the invariable uneven develop-
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ment constantly leads to intense struggles for hegemony.
It is the inevitable law of imperialism to redivide the
world in accordance with “capital” and “strength.”

To strive for world domination and redivide
colonies, imperialist countries always make the vigorous
expansion of their navies to gain supremacy on the seas
an important measure in their arms expansion and war
preparation. ‘“Mistress of the seas” and second to none
in the 19th century, Britain pushed the gunboat policy.
Not satisfied with the few crumbs left over by the
British and French imperialists, the late-comer Ger-
many, another imperialist ecountry, began building a
powerful fleet. Confronted by Germany’s challenge,
Britain immediately began building a new type of war-
ship — the so-called “Dreadnought.” Not to be outdone,
Germany immediately did the same. In their struggle
for naval supremacy, Britain and Germany discussed
several times the question of limiting naval armaments.
But while mouthing disarmament, both countries actual-
ly spared no efforts in expanding their armaments until
the outbreak of World War I, which weakened Britain’s
economic and military strength. Since World War II,
the revolutionary struggles of the world’s people have
developed as never before; in particular, the people in
the colonies have awakened. The British Empire on
which the “sun never sets” rapidly declined; once
“mistress of the seas,” Britain is now like the “‘sun
sinking behind the western hills.”

A review of the history of Britain’s rise and fall and
comparing it with the actions of today’s two super-
powers — which are pushing the gunboat policy, practis-
ing neo-colonialism and colluding as well as contending
with each other in a vain attempt to continue to domi-
nate the world — will enable us to see clearly that they
are following in the footsteps of the old-line imperialist
countries, But the times have now changed. The era
in which the imperialist countries could lord it over
others on the seas with impunity is gone for ever. The
Latin American countries and peoples are now taking
the lead in the valiant struggle to defend their 200-
nautical-mile territorial seas and safeguard their marine
resources. This in a way reflects the irresistible his-
torical trend of the present era.

Temporary Compromise, Sharpening Struggle

The history of imperialist international relations
tells us that “there never has been and never could be
even, harmonious, or proportionate development in the
capitalist world.” (Lenin: The Third International and
Its Place in History.)) After the end of World War I, the
imperialist pirates of Britain, France, the United States
and other victor countries called the Paris Peace Con-
ference and the Washington Conference to share the
spoils, bringing into being the so-called Versailles-
Washington system to redivide the world. Although
imperialist countries colluded in dismembering the
defeated countries, dividing weak and small nations
and opposing the revolution of the people, their tem-
porary cempromise of one day only entailed fiercer
struggles the mext The struggle for world hegemony




between the imperialist countries is irreconcilable, The
alliance between them is one between pirates who can
never unite. Historical facts have proved that, instead
of eliminating the contradictions between the imperial-
ist countries, the *“Versailles~-Washington” system
deepened them because of the predatory nature of the
peace treaty and the uneven sharing of the spoils.

Lenin pointed out: “An essential feature of im-
perialism is the rivalry between several Great Powers
in the striving for hegemony.” They always tried their
utmost to “weaken the adversary and undermine his
hegemony.” (Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capital-
ism.) Britain, France, the United States and Japan all
aspired to hegemony after the end of World War I
France attempted to re-establish its dominant position
on the European continent by completely conquering
Germany, even dismembering it. But Britain did not
want to find Germany weakened too much, even less
to see France become powerful, because London was
using the tactic of the “balance of power” to maintain
the confrontation between Germany and France and
thus prolong British hegemony in Europe and the rest of
the world. The United States sought to get the upper
hand in the contention for world domination by taking
advantage of its economic power. As a result, it was
opposed by Britain, Japan and other countries. Japan’s
all-out expansion in China and the Pacific region during
and after World War I also led to acute contradictions
with Britain and the United States. As their con-
tradictions multiplied, the imperialist countries be-
came locked in bitter strife, each scheming to swallow
up its opponents, or, failing this, to weaken them and
tie them down by all possible means. After the end
of World War I, the United States did everything
in its power to groom Germany, promoting the recovery
of the latter’s economic and military strength as a
counterweight to Britain, France and the socialist So-
viet Union at the time. It took just more than 10
years after its defeat for Germany to produce more
iron and steel than Britain and France combined.
When the arch fascist Hitler came to power and fren-
ziedly pushed a policy of aggression, Germany once
again became the source of an imperialist war. In the
Far East, the industrial and military power of Japanese
imperialism also grew enormously, with its cotton tex-
tiles and other light industrial goods edging out British
and U.S. products everywhere in the Asian market.
Economic expansion inevitably leads to military expan-
sion. With their economic strength rapidly rising, the
two fascist imperialist countries Germany and Japan
went in for wild arms expansion and war preparations,
trying their best to end the ‘“Versailles-Washington”
system and redivide the world. Thus, the imperialist
countries plunged the world into another war a mere
20 years after World War 1.

During World War II, while Germany, Italy and
Japan were defeated and Britain and France seriously
weakened, U.S. imperialism whose territory was not
ravaged by war further increased its economic strength

12

because of the war. In the postwar period, it took
over as the overlord of the capitalist world. TU.S. in-
dustrial production, exports and gold reserves made up
half, one-third and three-fourths of the capitalist
world’s totals respectively. With nuclear weapons in
one hand and the U.S. dollar in the other, U.S. impe-
rialism used dual tactics to do evil at will. Not only
did it try to enslave the people of the Asian, African
and Latin American countries, “Even towards its own
allies in Western Europe, North America and Oceania,
U.S. imperialism follows the policy of the law of the
jungle, trying to trample them underfoot.” (Chairman
Mao’s Statement Supporting the Panamanian People’s
Just Patriotic Struggle Against U.S. Imperialism.) The
U.S. monopoly capitalist class at one time arrogantly
claimed that the 20th century was the “American cen-
tury” and that the United States would have “eternal
prosperity.” When U.S, imperialism was throwing its
weight around, thinking itself supreme in the world,
Chairman Mao in 1947 clearly pointed out: “The war
boom in the United States of America was only tempo-
rary. The strength of the United States of America is
only superficial and transient. Irreconcilable domestic
and international contradictions, like a volcano, menace
U.S. imperialism every day. U.S. imperialism is sitting
on this volcano.” (The Present Situation and Our Tasks.)
Chairman Mao’s wise predictions have been confirmed
by historical facts. Under the leadership of Chairman
Mao, the Chinese people wiped out the U.S. running
dog Chiang Kai-shek’s 8 million troops, driving the
U.S. imperialist forces off the mainland of China.
Puncturing the U.S. imperialist paper tiger, the heroic
Korean people defeated the U.S. aggressors in the early
1950s. The struggle of the world’s peoples against U.S.
imperialism has been surging forward, making one
onslaught after another against it. Going from bad to
worse, U.S. imperialism has thus tumbled from its
“pinnacle.” In the 1960s, the heroic fight by the three
Indochinese peoples has dealt U.S. imperialism heavy
blows and greatly quickened the pace of its decline.
The U.S. economy, inflated in the course of war, is
bogged down in grave crises which have erupted five
times in the more than 20 postwar years. Interwoven
in financial and dollar crises, these crises have lasted
so long and grown so serious that there has been no
way out of them to this day. The “dollar empire” of
yesterday has become the world’s biggest debtor coun-
try, harassed by dollar devaluation and a vast outflow
of gold. The economic position of U.S. imperialism
has rapidly deteriorated: The U.S. share of the capital-
ist world’s industrial production dropped from 534 per
cent in 1948 to 41.3 per cent in 1970, and its share of
the capitalist world’s export trade has gone down from
32.4 per cent in 1947 to 16 per cent in 1869. U.S. im-
perialism’s dream of “eternal prosperity” has become
a laughing-stock. The struggle of workers, Blacks,
youth and women against monopoly capital and the
movement against the war of aggression are gathering
momentum in the United States, shaking U.S. impe-
rialist rule to its core.

(To be continued.)
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On Studying Some History About
Imperialism

The following is the second and final part of an ar-
ticle in issue No, 25, 1972 of “Peking Review,” — Ed,

Moribund Capitalism

WILD imperialist plunder at home and abroad, im-

perialist countries’ contention and infighting and
the decline of one imperialist country after another elo-
quently confirm Lenin’s scientific conclusion that im-
perialism is “moribund capitalism” and “imperialism is
the eve of the sccial revolution of the proletariat.” Cap-
italism’s inevitable doom, the certain triumph of social-
ism and the replacement of the capitalist system by the
socialist system are all determined by the historical
laws of the movement of the basic social contradictions.
With the decaying and parasitic nature of capitalism
in the stage of imperialism fully exposed, all kinds of
inherent capitalist contradictions have become far more
acute than before.

As Chairman Mao has analysed in his On Contra-
diction, the contradiction between the proletariat and
the bourgeoisie became intensified, the contradiction
between monopoly and non-monopoly capital emerged,
the contradiction between the colonial powers and the
colonies became intensified and the contradiction among
the capitalist countries resulting from their uneven
development manifested itself with particular sharpness.
It is the development and struggle of these contradic-
tions that provide the necessary prerequisite for the
victory of the socialist and the people’s democratic
revolution led by the proletariat. From his study of
the laws governing the development of imperialism,
Lenin drew the -important conclusion that because of
the uneven political and economic development of im-
perialism the world imperialist front would be broken
through at where it is weakest and the socialist revolu-
tion would triumph first in one or several countries.
History has fully confirmed the proletarian revolu-
tionary teacher’s scientific prediction. During World
War I, tsarist Russia was the focus of all the contradic-
tions of imperialism and the weakest link in the im-
perialist chain. Led by Lenin, the 1917 October Socialist
Revolution was crowned with great victory, giving
birth to the world’s first socialist country and ushering
in a new epoch for mankind. The great victory of the
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Chinese revolution and the victories of the revolutions
in other Asian and European countries during and after
World War II are all new proof of the Marxist-Leninist
theory.

The history of imperialisnr also tells us that it will
never leave the stage of history of its own accord. The
more it nears its doom, the more it will put up desperate
struggles by adopting all kinds of tactics for military
adventures and political deception. As Chairman Mao
has said, “Make trouble, fail, make trouble again, fail
again . . . till their doom; that is the logic of the im-
perialists and all reactionaries the world over in dealing
with the people’s cause, and they will never go against
this logie,” (Cast Away Illusions, Prepare for Struggle.)
To shake off its serious political and economic crises
and save itself from imminent doom, Germany under
the fascist Hitler introduced a fascist dictatorship, fren-
ziedly suppressing the revolutionary Germans and
carrying out the cruellest possible economic exploitation
and political oppression of the people at home under the
reactionary slogan of “guns instead of butter.” Un-
leashing World War II, it barbarously plundered the
people of other countries. But, like “lifting a rock only
to drop it on one’s own feet,” as a Chinese saying goes,
these aggressive outrages touched off the people’s un-
precedented anti-fascist struggle around the world,
which brought the complete downfall in a mere 12 years
of Germany under Hitler who had dreamt of establish-
ing “1,000-year empire.” Chairman Mao has pointed
out: “Imperialism has pushed the great masses of the
people throughout the world into the historical epoch
of the great struggle to abolish imperialism.” (Cast
Away Illusions, Prepare for Struggle.) The aggression,
subversion, control and interference by U.S. imperial-
ism and social-imperialism today everywhere in the
world are the expressions of their last-ditch strug-
gle. They have aroused and are arousing the world’s
people and the small and medium-sized countries to
wage a just struggle against the two overlords, which
is now raging. It is the people’s revolutionary struggle
that gradually weakens imperialism, until its extinction.

Struggle Against Imperialism and Opportunism

In their last-ditch struggle the imperialists always
make fostering an opportunist faction in the workers’




movement one of their basic policies. The super mo-
nopoly profits they have grabbed enable them to buy
over the upper stratum of workers and encourage op-
portunism. The old and new revisionists are all scabs
bribed by the monopoly capitalists with their super-
profits, the completely bourgeoisified labour aristocracy
and the agents of imperialism. Worming their way into
the international communist movement, they have
made every effort to cover up the contradictions and
nature of imperialism, prettify imperialism, spread
the ideas of imperialism and benumb the fighting will
of the world’s revolutionary people. They play the
reactionary role the imperialists themselves cannot
play. Lenin called these renegades to the proletariat,
who defended the interests of imperialism, * ‘social-
imperialists,’ that is, Socialists in words and imperialists
in deeds.” (Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capital-
ism.) He repeatedly taught us that it is necessary to
integrate closely the struggle against imperialism with
the struggle against opportunism and revisionism. “The
fight against imperialism is a sham and humbug unless
it is inseparably bound up with the fight against op-
portunism.” (Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capital-
ism.) We clearly see today that the Soviet revisionist
leading clique is following in words and deeds what
Lenin repudiated. While paying lip-service to socialism
and even to “communism,” it in fact pursues the im-
perialist policy of expansion and plunder and tries to
carve out spheres of influence by every means. The
Soviet revisionists are social-imperialists, pure and
simple.

The vigorous development of the world revolution
since the end of World War II has brought about fur-
ther changes in the tactics of imperialism. While re-
sorting to corruption and infiltration with regard to the
proletariat which has not seized power, the imperialists
engage in subversion and ‘“peaceful evolution” in deal-
ing with the proletariat in power. Simultaneously with
military adventures or armed invasion, they carry out
political deception and push a neo-colonialist policy.
They either establish indirect colonial rule by bribing
hidden traitors and grooming puppets; or, flaunting the
banner of “military aid” and “economic aid,” they
engage in big capital export and commodity dumping
so that the recipient countries are exploited economi-
cally and controlled politically and militarily; or they
try to turn other countries into their dependencies or
colonies by taking advantage of the so-called bilateral
“friendship treaties” they have signed. In short, they
stop at no intrigue or conspiracy in their efforts at
world domination, to enslave other people and main-
tain imperialist rule. Whatever new tactics the impe-
rialists may turn to, exploitation always arouses strug-
gle and oppression always entails resistance. Each time
they commit aggression, they put a new noose around
their necks. The more evil they do, the tighter the

nooses become. All their atrocities can only hasten
their doom, instead of prolonging their existence.

Days of Imperialism Are Numbered

Basing himself on Marxist-Leninist theory in study-
ing the present and past of imperialism and summing
up the positive and negative experience of the people
in China and the rest of the world in their protracted
struggles against imperialism, Chairman Mao has put
forward his conception of the strategy and tactics in
the fight against imperialism. He pointed out: “The
first imperialist world war and the first victorious so-
cialist revolution, the October Revolution, have changed
the whole course of world history and ushered in a new
era.” In this era, imperialism “has fully revealed its
decadence.” (On New Democracy.) Chairman Mao said:
“Imperialism and all reactionaries, looked at in essence,
from a long-term point of view, from a strategic point
of view, must be seen for what they are — paper tigers.
On this we should build our strategic thinking. On the
other hand, they are also living tigers, iron tigers, real
tigers which can devour people. On this we should
build our tactical thinking.” This scientific thesis
is our powerful ideological weapon for defeating im-
perialism. Imperialism is moribund, not dead, capital-
ism. This reactionary thing still has a dual character
in the face of the life-and-death struggle of the people.
It is inconceivable that the world’s people can make a
clean sweep of imperialism overnight without arduous,
complex and protracted struggles. But there is no
doubt that so long as they have the courage and ability
to wage unswerving protracted struggles, imperialism
will perish and the people’s revolution will triumph.
Countries want independence, nations want liberation
and the people want revolution. This has foday be-
come an irresistible historical tide. The days of im-
perialism are numbered. To seize one victory after
another in the revolution, the people the world over
still will experience tortuous and strenuous struggles.
“This is the historic epoch in which world capitalism
and imperialism are going down to their doom and world
socialism and people’s democracy are marching to
victory.” (The Present Situation and Our Tasks.)
Studying the Marxist-Leninist theory of imperialism
and the history of imperialism will help us the revolu-
tionary people understand more profoundly the nature
of imperialism and social-imperialism, correctly observe
the current complicated international struggles,
strengthen our confidence in the certain victory of the
proletarian revolutionary cause, implement still more
conscientiously Chairman Mao's revolutionary line and
policies and fight confidently and courageously for the
complete liberation of all mankind.
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The Masses Are the Makers of History

WHO makes history? The heroes or the slaves? This

is a basic question underlying the long-continued
struggle between the idealist and the materialist con-
ceptions of history.

To preserve their reactionary rule, the exploiting
classes have for thousands of years invariably resorted
to reversing history by propagating the idealist con-
ception of history, the conception that history is made
by heroes. A few heroes belonging to the exploiting
classes have been referred to by them as “talents by
natural endowment” or identified with “god’s will”” and
as makers of history. On the other hand, the masses
have been branded the “mob” who can only put them-
selves at the mercy of the heroes, or, worse still, “inert
matter” holding back historical progress.

From this reactionary fallacy it follows that, in a
society under the dictatorship of the exploiting classes,
the development of history is decided by the will of a
handful of rulers representing the interests of the ex-
ploiting classes, whereas the exploited and oppressed
working masses must succumb to the rulers, put up with
slavery and do nothing but appeal to heaven and look
forward to the advent of the “saviour.” This idealist
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conception of history is the very spiritual shackle that
keeps the labouring people in bondage.

Reversing the Reversal of History

The emergence of Marxism brought to light for the
first time the objective laws governing the development
of mankind’s history; it scientifically proved the great
truth that history is made by the slaves. Reversing
the history the exploiting classes have reversed, Marx-
ism thus brought about the utter bankruptcy of the
idealist conception of history and uprooted the theoret-
ical basis of thousands of years of reactionary rule by
the exploiting classes. Chairman Mao in leading the
Chinese revolution has from time to time educated all
Party members and cadres, the proletariat and other
working people in the basic viewpoint of historical
materialism, i.e., the masses are the makers of history.
He has at the same time waged a protracted struggle
against historical idealism of all descriptions. In addi-
tion to the mass line he has worked out for our Party,
Chairman Mao’s teachings that “the masses have
boundless creative power,” that “we must have faith
in the masses and we must have faith in the Party”
and that “the masses are the real heroes, while we our-




selves are often childish and ignorant” are all pointed
criticisms of the idealist conception of history, which
the slave-owner class, the landlord class and the
capitalist class have long spread to deny the fact that
history is made by slaves.

All exploiting classes, however, will by no means
make their exit from the stage of history of their own
accord. Nor will they easily give up their reactionary
theories after being overthrown by the revolutionary
people. That Liu Shao-chi and other political swindlers
like him have used idealist apriorism as their anti-Party
theoretical programme and propagated the idealist con-
ception of history, the conception that history is made
by heroes, is yet another clear reflection of the struggle
between the two classes and the two lines in the course
of China’s socialist revolution. And when this fallacy
was mercilessly exposed and forcefully repudiated by
the people throughout the country, they again produced
another fallacy that ‘“history is made jointly by both
heroes and slaves.” Their vain attempt was to use
dualist sophistry to negate the basic principle of
Marxism,

In philosophy dualism postulates that spirit and
matter are two independent and paralleled principles
of the universe; the “theory of history being made
jointly by both heroes and slaves” which Liu Shao-chi
and his kind propounded regards heroes and masses as
two independent and paralleled motive forces in the
making of history.

But does this mean that this so-called “theory”
really acknowledges the role of the masses in the making
of history? Not at all. In the eyes of Liu Shao-chi
and those like him, the common people are only con-
cerned about “getting rich and leading a happy life”
and that all workers want is to “work less and earn
more.” As they see it, the masses are just money-
hungry rabble who have nothing to do with the making
of history. The representatives of the exploiting
classes, on the other hand, are said to be “men with
foresight and prescience,” and, so they say, a nation
“owes its existence, its revival after decline and its
rebirth after ruin to them.” Comparing their praise
of the representatives of the exploiting classes and
slander of the masses, one can see clearly that the
preposterous theory of ‘“history being made jointly by
both heroes and slaves” is only the idealist conception
of history in disguise.

If one denies that slaves or the masses are the
makers of history, one inevitably acknowledges that
heroes make history. But Liu Shao-chi and his like,
in trumpeting the “theory of history being made jointly
by both heroes and slaves,” reconciled the two diamet-
rically opposed viewpoints to each other so that there
are both heroes and masses in the making of history.
It sounds most impartial. Characteristic of all political
swindlers, it is, however, plausible sophistry,

Ever since the dissolution of the primeval com-
munal ownership of land, as Engels pointed out, all
history has been a history of class struggle, “of struggles
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between exploited and exploiting, between dominated
and dominating classes at various stages of social
development.” (Manifesto of the Communist Party,
“Preface to the German Edition of 1883.””) The mode
of production of the social material means is the ma-
terial basis for historical development. In all societies,
the contradiction between the forces of production and
the relations of production is the fundamental contradic-
tion. The development of the productive forces brings
about a change in the relations of production, advancing
the replacement of one mode of production by another
and the development of a social system from lower to
higher stages.

“The greatest productive power is the revolutionary
class itself,” (Karl Marx: The Poverty of Philosophy.) In
class society, the contradiction between the productive
forces and the relations of production is manifested in
the struggle between the revolutionary classes standing
for the development of the social productive forces and
the reactionary classes which want to preserve the old
relations of production; here, the masses are the decisive
force in the class struggle. All social change is the
outcome of revolutionary struggles by the masses. All
advanced thinking and theories are the epitome of these
struggles and mirror the revolutionary will of the
masses; all science and technology are the crystalliza-
tion of the practical experience of the masses; all
progressive culture and art stem from the life of the
people which is full of struggle. Without the masses’
struggle for production, a society cannot possibly exist,
still less can history develop. In class society, without
the class struggle of the masses, the development of
history is also out of the question. “The people, and
the people alone, are the motive force in the making
of world history.” This is an irrefutable truth.

The Role of Heroes

What, then, should be the proper approach to the
role of heroes? Can it be that historical materialism
negates their role in history? Absolutely not. Marxism
has never denied this. On the contrary, it holds that
their role is quite a big one. The crux of the matter
is: What is meant by heroes? How to assess their
role in its true light? And what should be the ap-
proach in handling the relationship between the role of
heroes and the masses who make history? If is these
questions on which we fundamentally differ from Liu
Shao-chi and his ilk and where an acute struggle exists.

In class society, heroes have a nature pertaining
to their own class; there is no such thing as a hero
who transcends classes. Each class has its own concep-
tion of heroes. To the proletariat and other working
masses, heroes are outstanding figures who can only
emerge from the people’s revolutionary struggles, who
represent the interests of the masses, and who, in line
with the direction in which history develops, help propel
history forward. The emergence of such heroes is ex-
actly a manifestation of the making of history by the
masses. In contrast, the exploiting classes regard those




exponents who can best preserve the interests of their
own classes and the system of exploitation as “heroes.”
The reactionary ruling classes certainly do not recognize
the heroes of the proletariat. And the proletariat and
the masses certainly do not accept the exponents of
the reactionary ruling classes as heroes. For instance,
in modern Chinese history, Hung Hsiu-chuan, a leader
of the Revolutionary Movement of the Taiping Heavenly
Kingdom' who fought imperialist aggression and Ching
Dynasty feudal rule, is acknowledged as a hero by the
proletariat and other working people. But the reac-
tionary ruling classes curse him, calling him a “traitor,”
At the same time, they laud Tseng Kuo-fan® who, in
collaboration with imperialism, suppressed the Revolu-
tionary Movement of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom,
as a “hero.” But the proletariat and the masses take
him for what he was: a lackey, a traitor, who was dead
set on preserving the reactionary rule of the landlord
class.

In the opinion of the proletariat, as Chairman Mao
has said: “To die for the people is weightier than Mount
Tai, but to work for the fascists and die for the ex-
ploiters and oppressors is lighter than a feather.” This
fundamental opposition between conceptions about
heroes is determined by the fundamental opposition of
interests between the exploiting and exploited classes.
An exploiting class has its periods of ebb and flow;
because its place in history varies in different periods,
the role in history of its exponents in different periods
is also not the same.

Heroes do not come from nowhere; they are the
outcome of history in progress, of class struggle. Marx
pointed out: “Every social epoch needs its great men,
and when it does not find them, it invents them, as
Helvetius says.” (The Class Struggles in France 1848-
1850.) The history of mankind has fully borne out this
scientific thesis. Hailed by Karl Marx as the most
spectacular man in ancient history, Spartacus of ancient
Rome was an ordinary slave by origin. The revolu-
tionary storm of the slave-insurgents, however, made
him a hero, who, with thousands of men under his
command, made an onslaught against the slave system.
At the close of the Chin Dynasty, Chen Sheng and Wu
Kuang came from the ranks of ordinary peasants. But
aggravated class contradictions and large-scale peasant
uprisings compelled them to rise in rebellion and thus
became leaders of these uprisings.

Even in bourgeois revolutions, there were quite a
few outstanding persons who came from the masses.
Many talented generals of the French Revolution were,
before the revolution, ordinary men, or an actor, a type-
setter, a barber, a dyer, a pedlar, a subaltern, all of
whom were looked down upon. But for the revolution,
how could such people turn out to be outstanding mili-
tary commanders? “A symptom of every real revolu-
tion,” Lenin said, “is a rapid, tenfold and even hundred-
fold increase in the number of the toiling and oppressed
masses . . . who are capable of waging the political strug-
gle.” (“Left-wing” Communism, an Infantile Disorder.)
This kind of thing is even more common and more
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obvious in a proletarian revolution. All this testifies to
the fact that heroes in various periods are those who
come to the fore to answer the needs of the struggles of
the masses; that every time history presents a new task
of struggle, heroes who lead the masses in it are bound
to emerge.

Heroes Are Born of the Masses

Marxism holds that the reason why heroes can play
an important part in history is that, in the last analysis,
they represent the interests of the revolutionary classes
and the progressive forces, because they mirror the
people’s demands and, therefore, have their support.
Whoever he is, any hero or great man draws his strength
only from the masses. He who fails to reflect the
demands of the masses gets nowhere. “It is man’s
social being,” said Chairman Mao, “that determines his
thinking, Once the correct ideas characteristic of the
advanced class are grasped by the masses, these ideas
turn into a material force which changes society and
changes the world.”

It is imperative that a hero should represent the
advanced class, rightly reflect the objective demands
of social development, and engage in the concrete rev-
olutionary practice of transforming society and the
world. This is at the core of the question, The fallacy
that ‘““history is made jointly by both heroes and slaves,”
however, denies this fundamental question of principle,
the question of which class is to be represented. This
is, of course, idealist sophistry vainly trying to combine
the two classes, the revolutionary class and the reac-
tionary class, into one.

Heroes of the proletariat and the revolutionary
masses are founders of revolutionary ideas or their dis-
seminators; they are also organizers of revolutionary
struggles. Compared with the rank and file, they aim
higher and are more far-sighted. Whether they are
able to concentrate the wisdom of the masses or not
and whether their leadership is correct or not have much
to do with the success or failure of their struggles. As
has often been the case in history, although there is
every possibility of a struggle succeeding and winning
victory, it fails in the end because its leaders are not
good at making use of these possibilities. This shows
that heroes exert a considerable influence on quickening
or slowing down the making of history by the masses.
However, they can only affect the tempo but not change
the direction of historical progress. Heroes are born
of revolutionary struggles, and can play their roles
only when they are with the masses. Advanced ideas
and theories are a reflection of the demand of the
masses for revolution and an epitome of their experi-
ence in struggle; they will become a material force
advancing history only when they are grasped by the
masses.

In his article The Bankruptcy of the Idealist Con
ception of History, Chairman Mao pointed out with
penetrating insight: “The reason why Marxism-Lemsiis
ism has played such a great role in China sinca its
introduction is that China’s social conditions sall for




it, that it has been linked with the actual practice of
the Chinese people’s revolution and that the Chinese
people have grasped it. Any ideology — even the very
best, even Marxism-Leninism itself —is ineffective
unless it is linked with objective realities, meets objec-
tively existing needs and has been grasped by the masses
of the people. We are historical materialists, opposed
to historical idealism.” These words have completely
exploded the idealist conception of history.

There have been many heroes in history who at
first made revolution and indeed became quite influen-
tial; they later became divorced from the masses and
eventually suffered defeat or lapsed, only to be forsaken
and forgotten by the masses.

Among the bourgeois revolutionaries, such heroes
are quite many. During the French Revolution
Robespierre was in the limelight for a time. The
Jacobins he represented, with a view to rallying
the strength of the masses for their own use, tried at
the beginning of the revolution somewhat firmly to
satisfy some of the popular demands (the peasants’
demand for land, for instance). They were thus able
to enlist popular support and, with revolutionary spirit,
sent Louis XVI to the guillotine. But Robespierre was
after all a bourgeois revolutionary. No sooner was the
revolution won than he started to ignore the interests
of the masses and, even worse, he suppressed them.
The result was he lost their support and became power-
less in withstanding the forces of reaction that struck
back. He himself was finally sent to the guillotine by
the reactionary forces. Then there was Chang Tai-yen®.
During the Chinese Revolution of 1911% he was hunted
down seven times and thrice thrown into prison, but
his revolutionary will never subsided. For a time he
was able to play a big role in the revolution, having
a strong influence among the people. But, after the
revolution, he secluded himself from the times and the
people, lost his revolutionary vitality and soon faded
out of the memory of the majority of the people.

This characteristic of bourgeois revolutionaries is
determined by their class nature. Even during the
period of struggle against feudalism, although the bour-
geoisie were at one, in part and temporarily, with the
working masses in opposing the feudal system, the two
basically opposed each other as far as their class in-
terests were concerned. In the course of revolution,
bourgeois revolutionaries. confined to their narrow class
interests, are afraid of the masses; they often waver,
appease the enemy and even betray the people. Their
antagonism to the masses, which is fundamental, be-
comes obvious daily after the seizure of political power.
This accounts for the fact that, although the bourgeois
revolutions in the 18th and 19th centuries were led by
representatives of the bourgeoisie, the masses remained
the principal forces of the revolution.

If the task of the bourgeois democratic revolution
is to be fulfilled relatively completely, it is necessary
to rely on the masses to overcome its leaders’ proneness
to conciliation which is reactionary in nature; it is also
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necessary to rely on the masses to wage repeated strug-
gles and frustrate the attacks and attempts at a come-
back by the reactionary forces. In the course of pro-
letarian revolution there are also many fellow-travellers
who, when the revolution develops to a certain stage,
draw to a halt, drop out of the revolution and even
become turncoats. These people are in essence bour-
geois revolutionaries. As to those reactionary ring-
leaders who act counter to the historical current and
set themselves against the people, they are obstacles to
the progress of history. The masses will have to topple
them if history is to continue its advance.

All this speaks well for the fact that it is not the
heroes who make history but the other way round,
and that history, instead of being “made jointly by
both heroes and slaves,” is made by the slaves alone.

Role of Proletarian Leaders

Proletarian leaders represent mankind’s most rev-
olutionary and most advanced class. There is a differ-
ence in principle between them and the outstanding
historical figures of other classes. Representing the
fundamental interest of the proletariat and other work-
ing people, they consistently maintain the closest ties
with the broad masses and penetratingly sum up the
experience of the masses in struggle. Proficient in the
laws of historical development, they have mastered the
science of Marxism and applied it in revolutionary
practice. They, therefore, are most far-sighted and most
thoroughgoing in revolution, and do not have the kind
of class limitations which the outstanding historical
figures of other classes cannot overcome. Proletarian
leaders, for these reasons, are able to bring into play,
to the greatest extent possible, the role of the masses
as the makers of history. They enjoy high prestige
among the masses, prestige built up in prolonged rev-
olutionary struggles. This big historical role of prole-
tarian heroes makes all heroes of the past pale beside
them.

Is it correct then to come to the conclusion that,
in the period of proletarian revolution, “history is made
jointly by both heroes and slaves”? The answer is still
no. Proletarian leaders are leaders and organizers of
the activities of the proletariat and the masses in the
making of history. Their emergence and the establish-
ment of their thought constitute a very important part
of the process of history-making by the proletarial and
the masses, and are the product of that process having
developed to a certain stage, not something isolated from
this process. Chairman Mao has pointed out explicitly
in On Practice that Marxist theory of revolution was
created at a time when practice in revolutionary strug-
gle by the proletariat had developed into its second
period, “the period of conscious and organized economic
and political struggles.”

The Marxist viewpoint that the masses are the
motive force in the making of history has, therefore,
fully confirmed the great historical role of the rev-
olutionary leaders as representatives of the advanced
class. Liu Shao-chi and his like, in propounding the



fallacy that “history is made jointly by both heroes
and slaves,” regard “heroes” as something outside and
above ‘“‘the people” so as to distort and degrade the
leaders of the proletariat and build up their own image.
Herein lies the essential difference between the two.

Marxism holds that the masses are the makers of
history. This does not imply in the least the cult of
the spontaneity of mass movements. Liu Shao-chi and
his like, while propagating the idealist conception of
history, the conception that history is made by heroes,
also propagated the fallacy that any mass movement
is “naturally rational.” This is a variation of the *‘theory
of spontaneity” which Marxism strongly repudiated
long ago. It has nothing in common with the historical
materialist principle that history is made by the masses.
Any mass struggle, without correct leadership and a
correct line to follow, can neither last long nor achieve
any result. The proletarian revolution is a great earth-
shaking revolution aimed at wiping out the system of
exploitation. No revolution in the past can be compared
with this revolutionary struggle in depth and extent
Thus it needs all the more to be armed by advanced
thinking and the strong leadership of its own leaders
and vanguard organization; guidance by a correct line
also becomes more important. The correctness or in-
correctness of the ideological and political line decides
everything. The history of the Chinese revolution is
a history showing how Chairman Mao’s correct line has
struggled against and defeated the “Left” and Right
opportunist lines at different times. Without the correct
line which Chairman Mao has worked out for us, there
can be no victory for the Chinese revolution. To prop-
agate the “theory of spontaneity” during the period of
proletarian revolution is to oppose directly Marxist
leadership over the mass movement and to deny the
decisive importance of a correct ideological and political
line to the success of the revolutionary cause: it is
only an attempt to lead the mass movement astray.

* * *

In making history the masses have traversed a
course of gradually developing from being unaware to
being aware. The founding of the Marxist materialist
eonception of history showed the objective laws of the
development of society and history, bringing the role
of the masses in making history to a new stage and
opening up a broad avenue for mankind to leave the
realm of necessity in which man is blindly at the dis-
posal pf history and enter the realm of freedom in
which man will consciously handle history. As Chair-
man Mao has put it, “The epoch of world communism
will be reached when all mankind voluntarily and
consciously changes itself and the world.” So that this
day will come the proletariat and revolutionary people
still need to go through arduous and tortuous struggles,
which must be led by a proletarian political party if
it is to win victory. The mass line formulated by Chair-
man Mao for our Party requires us to have faith in
the masses, to rely on them, respect their initiative,
learn wholeheartedly from them and, at the same time,
to indefatigably educate them in Marxism-Leninism,
steadily raise their level of political consciousness and
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lead them to forge ahead. Lenin said: “A party is
the vanguard of a class, and its duty is to lead the
masses and not merely to reflect the average political
level of the masses.” (The Extraordinary All-Russia
Congress of Soviets of Peasants’ Deputies.) Uphold the
Marxist principle that the masses are the makers of
history and adhere to the Party leadership — this is the
only way to ensure that our revolutionary cause will
continue to move ahead victoriously along the correct
path.

1 The Revolutionary Movement of the Taiping Heavenly
Kingdom took place in the mid-19th century. It was a revo-
lutionary war waged by Chinese peasants in opposition to the
Ching Dynasty feudal rule and against national oppression.
In January 1851, leaders of this revolution, including Hung
Hsiu-chuan and Yang Hsiu-ching, staged an uprising at
Chintien Village in Kueiping County in Kwangsi and pro-
claimed the founding of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom,
Proceeding northward from Kwangsi in 1852, the peasant
army marched through Hunan, Hupeh, Kiangsi and Anhwei
and captured Nanking in 1853. A part of its forces then
continued the drive north and pushed to the vicinity of
Tientsin. However, the Taiping Army failed to build
stable base areas in places it had occupied; moreover, after
establishing its capital in Nanking, the leading group in the
army committed many political and military errors, This
accounted for its inability to withstand the combined
onslaught of the counter-revolutionary forces of the Ching
government and the British, U.S. and French Aggressors,
and it was finally defeated in 1864.

2Tseng Kuo-fan (1811-1872) was leader of the Hunan
Army in the late Ching Dynasty and an arch representative
of the reactionaries in modern Chinese history. A mandarin
at the Ching court, he organized in his native province
Hunan in 1853 a local legion which later became the main
force in suppressing the Revolutionary Movement of the
Taiping Heavenly Kingdom. Tseng Kuo-fan was defeated
again and again in his battles with the Taiping Army, and
he only succeeded in putting down the revolutionary
movement when he finally collaborated with the British,
U.S. and French aggressors in launching a joint offensive.
The Ching court regarded him highly for his service in
suppressing the people,

JChang Tai-yen (1869-1936) of Yuhang County, Che-
kiang Province, was a democratic revolutionary and scholar
in modern China. In his early manhood, he energetically
advocated and took part in the struggle against the Ching
government and was often persecuted by the reactionaries.
Though he published statements now and then against
warlord rule after the Revolution of 1911, he gradually fell
back and lost his revolutionary zeal. From 1924 on he
devoted the rest of his life to academic discourses. A
prolific writer, he produced many works in his lifetime.

“The Revolution of 1911 was an old-type democratic
revolution by the Chinese bourgecisie. On the initiative
of Dr. Sun Yat-sen and under his leadership, the revolu-
tionary organization Tung Meng Hui was founded in the
early part of this century with the ecall to overthrow
the Ching Dynasty’s feudal autocratic rule and
establish a bourgeois democratic republie. There
were many anti-Ching armed uprisings after its founding,
but none succeeded. October 10, 1911, however, saw the
victory of the Wuchang Uprising which immediately
obtained nationwide response and pushed the Chinese
bourgeois democratic revolution to a high tide. Crushed
by this revolutionary storm, the reactionary rule of the
Ching Dynasty collapsed, bringing an end to the feudal
monarchial autocracy which had reigned over China for
more than 2,000 years. But because the revolutionaries
yielded to the pressure of ifaperialism and the feudal forces
in China, political power was usurped by the Peiyang
warlords represented by Yuan Shih-kai,
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Grasp the General Trend of Historical
Development

— Notes on studying ““On the Chungking Negotiations”

OLLOWING the victory of the War of Resistance
Against Japan (1937-45), there were profound
changes in the international and domestic scenes, and
the Chinese revolution entered a new historical period.
With a view to correctly analysing the revolutionary
situation and its development during that period so
as to work out the policy and tactics for the Party
in its struggle, Chairman Mao wrote a series of impor-
tant Marxist-Leninist works, On the Chungking Nego-
tiations among them.

Having penetratingly analysed the basic situation
in that period, Chairman Mao pointed out that China
after defeating Japanese imperialism still faced two
destinies, two futures — either to become a new China
or to remain the old China. Fierce struggles over the
two possible destinies and futures made up the im-
portant content of that historical period. And what
would the prospects and road of that struggle be like?
Based on the viewpoint of historical materialism, Chair-
man Mao pointed out most explicitly in On the Chung-
king Negotiations: “The general trend of China’s
development is certainly for the better, not the worse.
The world is progressing, the future is bright and no
one can change this general trend of history. We
should carry on constant propaganda among the people
on the facts of world progress and the bright future
ahead so that they will build their confidence in vie-
tory. At the same time, we must tell the people and
tell our comrades that there will be twists and turns
in our road.” His conclusion was: “In a word, while the
prospects are bright, the road has twists and turns.”

Law of History Is Irresistible

The history of human society advances amid the
struggle between contradictions in society itself. The
contradictions between the relations of production and
the forces of production and between the superstructure
and the economic base are the basic contradictions in
human society. In class society, such contradictions
find expression in the struggle between revolutionary
and reactionary classes. The development of these

20

by Hung Yuan

contradictions and struggle inevitably leads to social
revolution which pushes forward the supersession of the
old society by a new one, the development of human
society from lower to higher stages, and the progress
of history. The development of history, however, does
not take place along a straight road but along a road
with twists and turns. Its process as a whole is advanc-
ing and upward; its actual process is tortuous, moving
ahead in waves. “While the prospecis are bright,
the road has twists and turns” — this scientific thesis
has correctly reflected the nature of historical develop-
ment, advancing as well as tortuous, which is a dia-
lectical unity,

“The supersession of the old by the new is a general,
eternal and inviolable law of the universe.” (Mao
Tsetung: On Contradiction.) In mankind's class society,
the revolutionary class is a new-born force: it represents
the advanced forces of production which are crying for
development; it is identical with the direction of histori-
cal progress; it has great vitality and a bright future.
Though for a while looking very weak and small and,
suffering disruption and suppression by the forces of the
old as it grows, it, as far as the general trend is concern-
ed, is sure to gradually grow up, gain strength and final-
ly become the dominating force in the course of struggle.
The reactionary class, on the contrary, represents what
is decadent; it tries to preserve the backward relations
of production and, though appearing to be powerful
for a while and even occupying the dominanti position,
it is eventually destined to destruction,

The great teachers Marx and Engels were the first
to scientifically bring to light the objective laws
governing the development of mankind’s history, to
analyse the basic contradictions in capitalist society
and to define the historic mission of the proletariat. At
a time when capitalism still ruled the whole world
and real communists were few, they already foresaw
the inevitability of capitalism’s doom and the pro-
letariat’s vietory. To the whole world they solemnly
declared: “Let the ruling classes tremble at a Com-
munistic revolution, The proletarians have nothing to




lose but their chains. They have a world to win.”
(Manifesto of the Communist Party.) The history of
the international communist movement in the 100-odd
years since has again and again borne out this irrefu-
table truth.

In leading the Chinese revolution, every time it
met with difficulty or came to a big turning-point,
Chairman Mao invariably adhered to the Marxist-
Leninist stand, made a scientific analysis of the rev-
olutionary situation and pointed to the bright future
ahead so that the people would build up confidence in
victory. After the failure of the great revolution in
1927, when the revolution in China was at a low ebb
and there was a reign of white terror all over the coun-
try, he went beyond the appearance of things and
looked into their essence, and, by making an analysis
in the light of class relations, criticized both the mis-
takes of those suffering from “Left” revolutionary
impetuosity who “overestimate the subjective forces
of the revolution and underestimate the forces of the
counter-revolution” and the mistakes of those suffering
from Right pessimism “underestimating the subjective
forces of the revolution and overestimating the forces
of the counter-revolution.”

Through his wise thesis “A single spark can start
a prairie fire,” he scientifically foresaw the great
promising future for the small surviving revolutionary
force and noted that there would soon be a high tide
of revolution, which “is like a ship far out at sea whose
mast-head can already be seen from the shore; it is
like the morning sun in the east whose shimmering
rays are visible from a high mountain top; it is like
a child about te be born moving restlessly in its
mother’s womb.” (4 Single Spark Can Start a Prairie
Fire.) The development of the Chinese revolution
entirely confirmed this scientific prediction, and the
single spark on the Chingkang Mountains finally set
the whole country aflame,

The Road Is Tortuous

The reason why the development of history and
the revolutionary road are tortuous, never straight, is
that each and every revolution is a life-and-death strug-
gle in which one class tries to overthrow the other. A
reactionary class will certainly not easily withdraw
from the stage of history and is bound to put up des-
perate resistance against the growth, development and
victory of the forces of revolution, coupled with brutal
suppression and frenzied counter-attacks. This is es-
pecially so in the case of a proletarian revolution whose
aim is to wipe out the capitalist system and all other
systems of exploitation. After the proletariat has
seized political power, the struggle between it and the
bourgeoisie, between the masses and class enemies
both at home and abroad who vainly attempt to topple
the socialist system, will last for quite a period of time.
The toppled reactionary classes invariably try by var-
ious ways to stage a come-back, and every several years
ghosts and monsters step out without fail to make a
show of themselves, This is determined by their reac-
tionary class nature,
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In every phase of development in human society,
the forces of revolution always have to go through a
long-continued process of repeated contention to sweep
clean the forces of counter-revolution. In the course
of such a struggle two diametrically opposed logics
take shape: “Make trouble, fail, make trouble again,
fail again . . . till their doom; that is the logic of the
imperialists and all reactionaries the world over in
dealing with the people’s cause, and they will never
go against this logic”; “fight, fail, fight again, fail
again, fight again ... till their victory; that is the
logic of the people, and they too will never go against
this logie.” (Mao Tsetung: Cast Away Illisions, Prepare
for Struggle.) Anyone who supposes that one fine mor-
ning the reactionary class will “lay down their butcher
knives and immediately become Buddhas” is not likely
to become a true revolutionary.

Every suppression and sabotage of the revolution
by the reactionary classes, however, further evokes the
fighting will of the people and enables them to learn
things from a negative example and draw useful ex-
perience and lessons from counter-revolutionary attacks
so as to carry on their fight. In 1871, the Paris Com-
mune, the first proletarian regime in the history of
mankind, was suppressed by the bourgeoisie with its
counter-revolutionary army of tens of thousands. But
all they could do was to put down one uprising of the
proletariat, they could never block the road of prole-
tarian revolution pioneered by the Paris Commune. The
glorious movement of March 18 was “the dawn of the
great social revolution which will liberate mankind
from the regime of classes for ever.” (Marx: Resolu-
tions of the Meeting in Honour of the First Anniver-
sary of the Paris Commune.)

The experience and lessons of the Paris Commune,
summed up by Karl Marx, have thus been turned
into the scientific theory that the proletariat must
destroy the bourgeois state machinery with revolution-
ary violence and set up a proletarian dictatorship;
these, too, have prepared conditions for the still greater
victories of the cause of world proletarian revelution.
Representing China’s big landlord and big capitalist
classes, Chiang Kai-shek, by means of foreign-made
rifles and guns sent him by imperialism, had attacked
and tried to suppress the Chinese revolution many
times. During the world-renowned 25,000~ Long
March of the Chinese Workers’ and Peasants’ Red
Army (1934-35), Chiang Kai-shek every day sent scores
of planes to carry out reconnaissance and bomb the
Red Army, and a huge force of several hundred
thousand men to encircle, pursue, block and intercept
it; but, under the guidance of Chairman Mao’s correct
line and his direct command, the Long March ended
with victory for us and defeat for the enemy. After
the Long March, our Party and the armed forces under
its leadership, though smaller in numerical strength,
became stronger than ever qualitatively. After the
victory of the War of Resistance Against Japan, Chiang
Kai-shek, supported by U.S. imperialism, threw in
more than 4 million fully armed troops in his wild




attacks on the poorly equipped million-strong Libera-
tion Army and the people in the fragmented Liberated
Areas. However, instead of averting their doom, they
were buried in the grave dug by themselves.

All reactionaries in history who acted counter to
the historical current invariably thought they could
change the direction of historical progress by their in-
trigues and conspiracies, But all of them ended up
lifting a rock only to drop it on their own feet. Chiang
Kai-shek is one of these old hands at intrigues and
conspiracies. A year before the “April 12" coup, he
was saying: “For anyone to wish to kill Communists,
it is tantamount to killing himself.” How moving his
words were! But only a year later he showed his
counter-revolutionary colours in his unprecedented
massacre of Communists and other revolutionary
people, and built the Chiang Kai-shek dynasty, a dicta-
torship of the big landlord and big capitalist classes,
on the corpses of revolutionaries. But what happened
after that? His dynasty did not last very long; it
managed to keep things going for only some 22 years
before it was driven to a few islands of China by the
revolutionary forces of the Chinese people led by
Chairman Mao. This shows that the objective law
governing historical development is independent of the
will of any reactionary, that the destiny of history is
certainly not decided by a handful of intriguers and
careerists representing the reactionary classes and en-
gaging in counter-revolutionary plots.

Throughout history there had been counter-rev-
olutionary restorations and coups which temporarily
put back the clock of history, but these were merely
small counter-currents in the long river of mankind’s
history as a whole. They could never change the general
trend in the development of history.

Essence and Main Aspect

Chairman Mao teaches us: “When we look at a
thing, we must examine its essence and treat its appear-
ance merely as an usher at the threshold.” (A Single
Spark Can Start a Prairie Fire.) Only when the various
complex phenomena in the course of the revolution are
analysed in an all-round and concrete way and the
essence of things is grasped, can we correctly size up
the revolutionary situation, always remain sober-minded
and maintain a vigorous revolutionary spirit, so as not
to be misled by superficial phenomena. In appearance,
the reactionary forces seem powerful at a certain time,
but actually they are not. Looked at in essence and
from a long-term point of view, it is not the reaction-
aries but the people who are really powerful.

All reactionaries are paper tigers. The situation in
which the enemy is strong and we are weak in a certain
period of time is bound to turn info its opposite after
tortuous struggles. When the reactionary forces on the
verge of extinction put up a last-ditch struggle against
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the revolutionary forces, some revolutionaries are apt
to be deluded for a while by this phenomenon of out-
ward strength but inner weakness, and so fail to grasp
the essential fact that the enemy is nearing extinction
while they themselves are approaching victory. They
do not understand this principle of dialectical mate-
rialism: What runs counter to the demand of historical
development is bound to come to naught, it is of no
avail for anyone to try to prop it up; what conforms
to the demand of historical development is bound to be
victorious, and no one can succeed in destroying it.

Taking the reactionary stand of the landlord and
capitalist classes, Liu Shao-chi and other political swin-
dlers like him knew nothing about the objective laws
governing the development of history; therefore, they
could not possibly see the general trend of historical
development. Their way of thinking being idealistic and
metaphysical, they invariably confounded essence and
phenomenon as well as the principal and secon as-
peets. After the 1927 revolution failed, they were scared
out of their wits by the enemy’s transient and outward
strength and completely lost confidence in the future
of the revolution. Basing themselves on a pessimistic
appraisal of the existing situation, they wondered “how
long can we keep the Red Flag flying?” and opposed
the establishment of rural revolutionary base areas;
instead, they called for “roving guerrilla actions,” which
in essence meant roving rebel bands and turning tail.
They saw only the appearance of the revolutionary
forces being temporarily weak and small and did not or
were unwilling to see the possible and inevitable growth
of the revolutionary forces from weak to strong. They
saw only the appearance of the enemy being strong for
a time and did not or were unwilling to see the pos-
sible and inevitable development of the enemy from
strong to weak. Seeing only the temporary ebb of the
revolution, they did not or were unwilling to see the
possible and inevitable advent of the revolutionary high
tide. These swindlers were utterly ignorant of the
objective laws governing the development of the revo-
lution, i.e., from small to big, from weak to strong and
from failure to victory. Agreeing with them at that
time actually meant agreeing with the big landlords
and capitalists. This was bound to lead the revolution
to failure. Upholding the Marxist-Leninist line, Chair-
man Mao repudiated these erroneous ideas when he
pointed out: “Their [the Chinese revolutionary forces]
growth is not only possible but indeed inevitable.” “All
China is littered with dry faggots which will soon be
aflame.” (A Single Spark Can Start a Prairie Fire.)

“The people, and the people alone, are the motive
force in the making of world history.” (Mao Tsetung:
On Coalition Government) We have full confi-
dence in the victorious future of the revoluticn,
because we believe the people are the makers of history
and all causes they support are sure to win. Revolution
means a great activity of the masses in their millions
making history. Each era, whether past or future, has



separate or local movements which sometimes move
forward and sometimes backslide, as well as tendencies
alienated from the general movement or its general
tempo. Whatever the era, however, the revolutionary
masses constitute its centre and determine its main con-
tent and its main direction of development. So long as
we have firm faith in the inexhaustible creativeness of
the masses and are at one with them and closely rely on
them, we can surmount any difficulty instead of being
held in check, we can vanquish any enemy instead of
being vanquished. It is precisely because our Party
represents the fundamental interests of the proletariat
and other working people and the people support our
Party that imperialism and reaction failed to defeat us,
but were defeated by us. It is precisely because the
Party members and the people want unity and oppose
a split that the opportunist and revisionist chieftains
in the Party failed to split our Party and were spurned
by the revolution. Proceeding from the reactionary
idealist concept of history, Liu Shao-chi and other po-
litical swindlers regarded the masses of the people as
a “mob” at the mercy of the exploiting classes and
thought that a few “special” figures like themselves
could turn back the wheel of history at will. This was
a pure dream and could never succeed. They could not
escape punishment by history for their perverse actions
and ended up in total ruin and self-destruction.

Marxist-Leninist Line Is Guarantee
For Victory in Revolution

We Chinese people groped a long way before
we won our emancipation through struggles. Take
modern times, for instance. After the Opium War of
1840, the Chinese people, in an effort to find a way for
national salvation, made attempts in different forms and
waged heroic struggles. In the absence of a correct
guiding thought, a thoroughgoing revolutionary prog-
ramme and a correct revolutionary line, however, their
efforts were of no avail and ended in one failure after
another, including the 1911 Revolution, a nationwide
movement. It was only after the 1917 October Revo-
lution that the Chinese people found the universal truth
of Marxism-Leninism and combined it with the con-
crete practice of the Chinese revolution to produce great
Mao Tsetung Thought. Only then did the Chinese rev-
olution take on a new loock and the Chinese people
enter a new period, that of consciously fighting for
the advent of a bright future.

Integrating the universal truth of Marxism-Leninism
with the concrete practice of the Chinese revolution,
Chairman Mao, in leading the Chinese revolution, has
formulated a Marxist-Leninist line for our Party at
every historical stage of the revolution. This is a
fundamental guarantee for seizing victories and advanc-
ing to the bright future. The history of our Party
shows that “Left” or Right opportunist lines invariably
inflicted losses on the revolution. But when Chairman
Mao’s proletarian revolutionary line became predomi-
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nant in the Party, the losses caused by erronsous
lines were kept down to the minimum. Each triumph
of Chairman Mao's proletarian revolutionary line over
the opportunist line brought the Chinese revolution new
advances.

Guided by Chairman Mao’s proletarian revolution-
ary line over the past 50 years, we have seized great
victories in the new-democratic revolution and in so-
cialist revolution and construction. As socialist revo-
lution deepens, we have won great victory in the Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution and in the movement
to criticize revisionism and rectify the style of work.
Chairman Mao’s revolutionary line on foreign affairs
has guided us to win one new victory after another in
our struggles in the international arena. We have
friends all over the world.

Chairman Mao has taught us: “We have won
great victory. But the defeated class will still
struggle. These people are still around and this
class still exists,” The downfall of a few repre-
sentatives of the bourgeoisie does not mean the extine-
tion of the whole reactionary class; nor does one victory
in the struggle between the two lines mean the end of
that struggle. Ours is a developing country. We must
work still harder to carry out the revolution well in
the realm of the superstructure, consolidate and develop
the socialist economic base and develop the forces of
production, so as to build our country into a socialist
state with a modern industry, modern agriculture and
modern science and culture. There are still obstacles
and difficulties along the road of revolution and we
must redouble our efforts to fight on. Chairman Mao
has formulated for our Party the basic line for the
entire historical period of socialism. This basie line is:
“Socialist society covers a considerably long historical
period. In the historical period of socialism, there are
still classes, class contradictions and class struggle, there
is the struggle between the socialist road and the capi-
talist road, and there is the danger of capitalist restora-
tion. We must recognize the protracted and complex
nature of this struggle. We must heighten our vigilance.
We must conduct socialist education. We must correctly
understand and handle class contradictions and class
struggle, distinguish the contradictions beiween our-
selves and the enemy from those among the people and
handle them correctly. Otherwise a socialist country
like ours will turn into its opposite and degenerate, and
a capitalist restoration will take place. From now on
we must remind ourselves of this every year, every
month and every day so that we can retain a rather
sober understanding of this problem and have a Marxist-
Leninist line.” Following this line and under the leader-
ship of the Chinese Communist Party, the Chinese peo-
ple are firmly determined to take the socialist road and
fight for carrying the continued revolution under the
dictatorship of the proletariat through to the end.

(Abridged translation of an article published
in “Hongqi” No. 7, 1972, Subheads are ours.)
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On Studying Some History of the
National-Liberation Movement

In Nos. 21, 24, 25 and 26, 1972, “Peking Review”
carried three articles on the necessity to study history,
namely, “Why It Is Necessary to Study World History,”
“Again On Studying World History” and “On Studying
Some History About Imperialism,” which have received
warm response from our readers. Following is the fourth
article by the same author.— Ed.

THE history of the national-liberation movement is
an important part of modern and contemporary
world history. In studying world history, we should,
proceeding from the needs of the revolutionary situa-
tion and tasks, pay attention to studying the history of
the national-liberation movement and learn from the
rich historical experience of the world’s oppressed
nations and peoples in opposing imperialism, colonialism
and hegemonism. This will help us to know and grasp
the objective laws of the development of present-day
world history and take a more effective part in the
struggle against imperialism and social-imperialism.

Historical Cause of National-Liberation Movement

The history of the world shows that modern colo-
nialism emerged in the wake of the inception and growth
of capitalism in Europe. In 1415, the Portuguese colo-
nialists occupied Morocco’s Ceuta in North Africa and
established the earliest colonialist stronghold in the
world. Then they went southward, set up a number
of colonial settlements along the West African coast,
sailed round the Cape of Good Hope and carried out
expansion in Asia, Towards the end of the 15th cen-
tury, the Spanish colonialists crossed the Atlantic and
invaded the Americas. This was followed by other
colonialist couniries whose tentacles reached various
parts of the world.

Lenin pointed out: “Colonies are conquered with
fire and sword.” (Socialism and War.) The process of
colonialist expansion is a sanguinary history of aggres-
sion and plunder, massacre and enslavement. It brought
catastrophe to the people of wvarious nationalities in
Asia, Africa and Latin America and seriously hampered
the social development of countries on these continents.
In the Americas, they slaughtered millions of Indians and
looted several million kilogrammes of gold and some
100 million kilogrammes of silver. In Africa, they
engaged in the criminal slave trade. To get one Black
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man shipped alive to America, at least five died on the
way or even before they left the mainland, with the
result that Africa lost 100 million Black people in 400
years. Colonialist pillage was no less savage in Asia,
In India, colonial rule brought utter poverty to the
people who died in large numbers. A famine in 1770
took a toll of some 10 million lives in a region in the
northeastern part of India. In China, the combined
forces of eight imperialist powers bloodily suppressed
the Yi Ho Tuan Movement in 1900 and forced the
Ching government to sign the unequal “Protocol of
1901" under which, among other stipulations, China had
to pay an “indemnity” of 450 million taels of silver
which was extorted from the people. Atrocities com-
mitted by the colonialists have exposed the shameless
lies spread by imperialism and revisionism that coloni-
alism is “the emissary of civilization.” The common
plight of the peoples in Asia, Africa and Latin America
under colonialist bandit invasion and subjugation is the
historical cause that makes these regions the storm-
centres of the national-liberation movement today.

Colonialism has resorted to all manner of strata-
gems in perpetrating crimes of aggression and plunder
under ostentatious signboards. In 1898, U.S, imperial-
ism forcibly occupied the Philippines and established
its colonial rule there under the signboard of support-
ing the Philippine people in their fight against Spanish
colonialist rule and for national independence. As
Engels pointed out: “There was no land grab, no out-
rage, no repression on the part of Tsarism which was
not carried out under the pretext of enlightenment, of
liberalism, of the liberation of nations.” (The Foreign
Policy of Russian Tsarism.) Flaunting the banner of
maintaining “peace” and ‘“order,” tsarist Russia lime
and again suppressed the uprisings of the Polish people
for national independence. It sent 140,000 troops to
drown the 1848 Hungarian revolution in blood. It was
also under fhe pretext of “safeguarding the capital”
that it swallowed up Finland by armed force. And
again under the name of “supporting the fraternal Slav
nations’ struggle for liberation,” it stepped up infiltra-
tion and expansion in the Balkan region.

Irresistible National-Liberation Movement

Where there is oppression and aggression, there is
resistance. The process of invasion and enslavement of
the colonies and semi-colonies by colonialism and im-
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perialism is also the process of resistance by the op-
pressed nations. The liberation movement of the
oppressed nations and the wars of national liberation
constitute a great cause sweeping away stumbling
blocks on the path of history and propelling society
forward. Historically unavoidable and reasonable, they
are “inevitable, progressive and revolutionary.” (Lenin:
The Junius Pamphlet.) For hundreds of years the peo-
ples of Asia, Africa and Latin America, dauntlessly
advancing wave upon wave, have never ceased fighting
against colonialism and imperialism, From the very
day the colonialists set foot on the sacred territories
of the Asian, African and Latin American peoples, the
oppressed nations and peoples who love freedom and
independence dealt head-on blows at the invaders with
rocks, arrows, spears and cannons. In 1510, the Hot-
tentots in the area of the Cape of Good Hope in South
Africa wiped out harassing colonialist marauders at
one fell swoop, In early 16th century, the Araucanian
people of Chile in South America resolutely repulsed
the colonialist invaders and valiantly defended their
independence. In 1661, the Chinese people, led by
Cheng Cheng-kung, drove the colonialists out of Taiwan
and recovered the island which is China’s sacred ter-
ritory. In late 18th and early 19th centuries, the Latin
American peoples launched revolutionary struggles
against colonial rule and for national independence.
The African peoples have also carried out epic struggles
against colonialist and imperialist invasion and parti-
tioning. From mid-19th to early 20th century, one
revolutionary wave after another swept the Asian con-
tinent, dealing heavy blows at the colonialist and im-
perialist forces, In 1862, the heroes of the Taiping
Revolution in China annihilated the foreign rifle detach-
ments under the American colonialist Ward, who re-
ceived due punishment and was killed. In 1911, rev-
olutionary soldiers and people in Tabriz, Iran, coura-
geously resisted the invading armies of tsarist Russia
which had come to suppress the Iranian revolution. All
this illustrates the unyielding spirit of resistance on
the part of the Asian, African and Latin American peo-
ples who would never submit to colonial rule,

The Great October Socialist Revolution led by
Lenin ushered in a new era in human history. “having
created a new front of revolutions against world im-
perialism, extending from the proletarians of the West,
through the Russian Revolution, to the oppressed peo-
ples of the East.” (Stalin: The October Revolution and
the National Question.) The national-liberation mave-
ment entered a new historical stage and became part
of the world proletarian socialist revolution. After
World War II, the balance of class forces in the inter-
national arena underwent a major change in favour of
the revolutionary people. The national-liberation move-
ment surged forward as never before, forming an ir-
resistible historical torrent in the present-day world.
Under the leadership of Chairman Mao, the Chinese
people overthrew the counter-revolutionary rule of
U.S. imperialism and its running dog, the Kuomintang
reactionaries, won great victory in the new-democratic
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revolution, and embarked on the socialist road. The
people of more and more countries and regions in Asia,
Africa and Latin America have taken the revolutionary
road of armed struggle. In the two decades or more
after the war. the people of over 60 countries have won
political independence after unremitting struggles. The
dykes of the imperialist colonial system are crumbling
under the impact of the revolutionary storm of the
national-liberation movement.

Biggest Neo-Colonialists of Present Era

Imperialism and colonialism, however, will never
step down from the stage of history of their own accord.
They invariably resort to every means possible to hold
back this historical tide of revolution. U.S. imperialism
and Soviet social-imperialism have gradually replaced
old colonialism and become the main pillars of modern
colonialism and the biggest neo-colonialists of the pres-
ent era. They are suppressing and undermining the
national-liberation movement everywhere and carrying
out expansion in Asia, Africa and Latin America and
other parts of the globe in a vain attempt to establish
a new colonial system to enslave the world’s peoples.
Thus, the national-liberation movement faces the ar-
duous militant task of opposing the U.S.S.R. and the
US,, the two overlords, and it cannot win complete
victory without opposing the neo-colonialism of these
two superpowers,

In the early postwar years, U.S. imperialism, taking
advantage of the fact that it had battened on the war
while Germany, Italy and Japan had been defeated
and Britain and France had been weakened, became the
overlord of the capitalist world. Its counter-revo-
lutionary “global strategy” is aimed at making inroads
into and controlling the intermediate zone between the
United States and the socialist countries, putting down
the revolutions of the oppressed nations and peoples,
with the ultimate aim of dominating the whole world.
To realize this plan, it has resorted to counter-revolu-
tionary dual tactics. For more than 20 years since World
War II, it has ceaselessly launched aggressive wars and
carried out subversion and interference, However, like
“lifting a rock only to drop it on its own feet,” U.S. im-
perialism’s attempt to dominate the world has boom-
eranged; it has earned nothing but universal condem-
nation and is besieged ring upon ring by the people of
the whole world.

The Khrushchov-Brezhnev revisionist renegade
clique restored capitalism in the Soviet Union in the
mid-50s, which made that socialist country undergo a
qualitative change. Following this, the Soviet Union
emerged on the world stage as a social-imperialist
country. Usurping the fruit of the Soviet people who
had spent long years in building socialism, the Soviet
revisionist renegade clique has not only followed in
the footsteps of the old tsars but greatly enlarged their
blueprint of a ““Slav empire.” Carrying nuclear weap-
ons, warships of the Soviet revisionists prowl the




Mediterranean, the Indian Ocean, the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans. They rave that it is the “inalienable,
legitimate right’” of the Soviet revisionist fleet to sail
“anywhere on the high seas.” Colluding as well as con-
tending with the U.S. imperialists, the Soviet revision-
ists are dreaming of establishing a great colonial empire
stretching from Europe, Asia, Africa to Latin America.

Under the guise of “supporting the national-libera-
tion movement,” Soviet revisionist social-imperialism
does its best to infiltrate into the Asian, African and
Latin American countries to carry out neo-colonialist
aggression in an atlempt to turn these countries into
“eggs in the Russian basket.” However, deceit and
blackmail by the Soviet revisionists are becoming less
and less effective. More and more Asian, African and
Latin American countries and people have come to see
that their “military aid” is nothing but a bait to control
the armed forces of the recipient countries. Their
*aconomic aid” is an even more important means to
carry out colonial expansion in these areas. By export-
ing capital, dumping commodities and other methods,
they are working overtime to plunder the strategic
materials and natural resources of these countries.
Like the old-line imperialists who sucked the blood of
the peoples of other countries, the Soviet revisionists
are doing everything they can in “skinning the ox
* twice.” (Lenin: Imperialism, the Highest Stage of
Capitalism.)

Broad Intermediate Zones

Like two slices of bread with meat between
them, the two superpowers — Soviet revisionism and
U.S. imperialism —are trying to sandwich other
countries in various parts of the world. They not
only plunder the small and medium-sized coun-
tries in Asia, Africa and Latin America, but also
practise the “jungle law” policy towards their “allies”
in Europe, Asia, North America and Oceania. The
Soviet revisionists are sparing no effort to extend their
sphere of influence to West Europe. Thus, between
these two overlords and the socialist countries there
exist two broad intermediate zones. The first inter-
mediate zone includes the Asian, African and Latin
American countries which have suffered from colonialist
and imperialist aggression and oppression in the past
and are today carrying on a valiant struggle against im-
perialism and colonialism, and especially against the
two superpowers. The second intermediate zone in-
cludes the major capitalist countries both in the West
and in the East except the two superpowers. These
countries, too, are subjected to the control, intervention
and bullying of the two overlords to varying degrees,
and the contradictions between these countries and
the two superpowers are daily developing. The
two superpowers’ wild ambitions to dominate the
world and their aggressive activities have aroused
the world’s people to rise and fight against them.
Couniries in the first as well as in the second inter-
mediate zones are getting united in different forms and
different scopes to oppose the power politics and heg-
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emonism of the superpowers. This is a irend of world

history.

The historical experience of the world’s people in
opposing colonialism, imperialism and hegemonism tells
us that old colonialism is a paper tiger, imperialism
is another paper tiger and superpowers are also paper
tigers. British imperialism, swaggering around and
blustering as it did during its heyday, dominated the
world for only 200 years or so and declined in World
War 1. The next to lord it over the world is U.S. im-
perialism, After World War I, it stretched its aggres-
sive claws to every part of the world and swaggered
like a conquering hero. But after half a century or
so, this paper tiger has also been punctured by the
people of the world and fell off from its apex. Today
Soviet revisionist social-imperialism is baring its teeth
and looks overbearing, actually it is also beset with
difficulties both at home and abroad and is sitting on
a volcano of crises, The “revisionist Soviet Union is a
paper tiger too.” (A talk given by Chairman Mao on
January 30, 1964.) So long as the world’s people dis-
tinguish true from false friends, are not afraid of pres-
sure or threat, refuse to be deceived and stand up to
persist in struggle, they can surely repulse aggression,
threat and control by Soviet revisionism and expose the
true nature of this paper tiger.

For Complete Victory of National-Liberation
Movement

Chairman Mao pointed out: “To defeat the reac-
tionary rule of imperialism, it is necessary to form a
broad united front.” (Talks with guests from Asia,
Africa and Latin America in May 1960.) In opposing
the hegemonism of the superpowers, the countries and
people in the two intermediate zones share common
interests. To win victory in the national-liberation
movement, the people of Asian, African and Latin
American countries must not only support and help each
other; there is the necessity and also the possibility
for them to unite with the people in the second inter-
mediate zone who are struggling against hegemony,
thereby uniting all the forces that can be united and
forming the broadest possible united front.

Chairman Mao has pointed out: “In the fight for
complete liberation the oppressed peeple rely first of
all on their own struggle and then, and only then, on
international assistance.” (Talk with African friends in
August 1963.) The historical experiences — both posi-
tive and negative, successes and setbacks —of the
national-liberation movement have repeatedly proved
this principle to be correct. Today, under the signboard
of “international aid,” Soviet revisionist social-imperial-
ism is imposing its counter-revolutionary revisionist
line on others, and betraying and strangling the national-
liberation movement. Under these circumstances, all
the oppressed nations and Asian, African and Latin
American countries and people will find themselves in
a passive position and in a blind alley if they do not
adhere to the principle of maintaining independence
and keeping the initiative in their own hands and rely-



ing on their own efforts. Chairman Mao has pointed
out: “On what basis should our policy rest? It should
rest on our own strength, and that means regeneration
through one’s own efforts.” (The Situation and Our
Policy After the Victory in the War of Resistance
Against Japan.) Self-reliance means integrating the
universal truth of Marxism-Leninism with the revolu-
tionary practice of one’s own country to formulate the
correct line, principles and policies suited to the coun-
try’s concrete conditions. Self-reliance means relying
on the manpower and resources of one’s own country
to continually overcome difficulties that will inevitably
arise in the course of the revolution. Self-reliance
means fully mobilizing and closely relying on the
country’s broad masses, especially the workers and
peasants. At present, the two superpowers are collud-
ing and contending with each other in their attempt
to dominate the world. They always hatch plots to
strangle the national-liberation movement. The op-
pressed nations and peoples must adhere to the prin-
ciple of maintaining independence and keeping the ini-
tiative in their own hands and relying on their own
efforts in order to break through all kinds of compli-
cated and difficult situations, crush all the schemes to
undermine the national-liberation movement and win
victory.

To triumph over decadent forces, new-born forces
must go through a long process of repeated struggle
in which contradictory aspects transform themselves
into each other. The road to national liberation invari-
ably involves strenuous efforts and is full of twists and
turns. This notwithstanding, the future is bright. To
know and grasp this historical law is an important con-
dition for the revolutionary people to win victory.
The revolutionary people certainly will meet with dif-
ficulties and setbacks since the struggle is protracted
and arduous. Yet it is exactly these difficulties and

setbacks that will help raise the people’s consciousness
in struggle, accumulate revolutionary experience,
temper revolutionary cadres, thus guaranteeing
the revolution to develop and grow in strength on a
deeper and more consolidated basis, The Chinese
people have struggled for more than a century to over-
throw the rule of imperialism, feudalism and bureau-
crat capitalism, and it was not until 1949 that they
finally won great victory in their revolution. To
achieve national independence and liberation, the heroic
Vietnamese people have since mid-19th century waged
valiant struggles for more than 100 yvears. They have
defeated several colonialist aggressor countries; in par-
ticular, they have badly battered U.S. imperialism and
set a splendid example for the world’s people in per-
sisting in long-term struggles. So long as the revolu-
tionary people are resolved to engage in protracted
struggle and have faith in victory, keep on fighting in
spite of setbacks, they are sure to overcome every
difficulty and win final victory in the fight for national
liberation,

Our great leader Chairman Mao has pointed out:
“We are now in a great new era of world revolution,
The revolutionary storm in Asia, Africa and Latin
America is sure to deal the whole of the old world a
decisive and crushing blow.” (October 25, 1966
Message of Greetings to the Fifth Congress of the Al-
banian Party of Labour.) The liberation struggle of
the world’s oppressed nations and peoples, the struggle
against hegemony waged by all the countries subjected
to the aggression, control, intervention and bullying of
one or two superpowers and the revolutionary struggle
of the world's proletariat, which converge into a
sweeping historical torrent, will bury once and for all
vicious colonialism and imperialism and the hegemon-
ism of the superpowers, and herald the liberation of
the world’s people.

The just struggles of the people of all

countries support each other,
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When Chiang Kai-shek attacked us in 1946, many of our
comrades and the people of the whole country were deeply
worried about whether the war could be won. I myself was
also worried about this. But of one thing we were confident.
At that time the American correspondent Anna Louise Strong
came to Yenan. In an interview with her, I discussed many
questions, including Chiang Kai-shek, Hitler, Japan, the
United States, and the atom bomb. I said that all the re-
putedly powerful reactionaries were merely paper tigers.
The reason was that they were divorced from the people.
Was not Hitler a paper tiger? Was Hitler not overthrown?
I also said that the Russian tsar, the Chinese emperor and
Japanese imperialism were all paper tigers. As we know,
they were all overthrown. U.S. imperialism is not yet over-
thrown and it has the atom bomb. I believe that it also
will be overthrown. It is a paper tiger too. Chiang Kai-
shek was very powerful; he had more than four million reg-
ular troops. We were then in Yenan. What was the
population of Yenan? Seven thousand. How many troops
did we have? We had goo,000 guerrillas, all cut off from
one another in scores of base areas by Chiang Kai-shek. But
we said Chiang Kai-shek was only a paper tiger and we
would certainly defeat him. For the struggle against the
enemy, we developed over a long period the concept that
strategically we should despise all our enemies, but that tacti-
cally we should take them all seriously. This also means that
with respect to the whole we should despise the enemy but
that with respect to each and every concrete question we
must take them seriously. If with respect to the whole
we do not despise the enemy, we shall be committing the
error of opportunism. Marx and Engels were only two
persons,  Yet in those early days they declared that capitalism
would be overthrown throughout the world. But in dealing
with concrete problems and particular enemies we shall be
committing the error of adventurism unless we take them
scriously. In war, battles can only be fought one by one and
the enemy forces can only be destroyed one by one.  Factories
can only be built one by one. The peasants can only plough
the land plot by plot. The same is true of earing a meal.
Strategically, we take the eating of a meal lightly: we know
we can finish it. But in the actual process of eating, we do
it mouthful by mouthful. It is impossible to swallow an
entire banquet in one gulp. This is known as a piecemeal
solution. In military parlance, it is called smashing the
enemy forces one by one.

MAO TSETUNG

Speech at the Moscow Meeting
of Communist and Workers'
Parties (November 18, 1957).
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