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} i be laost, For the t*w&,

they zare a Cuanln."
'Classes in Arerical

Rezd ond discuss the ideas of revolution, If they are vrong, try 10 chenge then,

TP they ere cifficult, stmuggle to understend then, In rovolutiOﬁ, the sbruggle

will be to cducate ourselves and each other--gs well as set up people's programs

and fight the forces of the ruling class, This is an outunc to aid in ansuering

a fundemental problem in revoltion: "Wiwo are allies aud who are cnemies in revolution?®

Remember that Lhis questien cazunot be answered with uvords alene, The answer csn only

be arrived a2t through the acstual process of revolution.

Teday in #merica there is a myth that €03 of the people are 'middle clazss.' Supposedly
on either side of thew .are the 'rich' and 'poor‘ clazses. Lf you were to ask both the
chairman ¢f the boaxd of A,0, Smith and a $7,000 2 vear factory worker whab class they

are, both would probebly say ‘fiiddle class.' This is & case of nabtural encmics claiuin
t0 be friends.

‘his risteke is made because the worker, in nany ways, appears to be equal to the
businessaan, They can bollk buy a cedillac angd a home., They both probably voted for
the sawe candidates, 'They both hold the sezme values about religion, politics, sex,
patriotism, racs and money. flowever when the worker wekes up, he realiszes hs is strung

t Lo the finance compeny, can ohly vote for one of two ruling class candidates, and
is supporting values which are against his best interast. . )

[

n uny so many people tend to lump themselves into a huge 'middle cless? is
vecause of recism. There is an 014 saying, W youlre white, you're 2Ll rirzht, IT you're
black, get bzek,® A worker at a pl?ge 11“0 £21len Bradley, where feu blacks get hired,
tend ﬁo taink of themselves os elevated in ghavus. He tends to think of his boss a5 an
ally ageinst minority workers who are trying to get his job., When minority people are than
foresd to welfare, e again sees them as an eneryy eating up his and his bc"ses ta“ea.'
In realiiy, ihe boss is economically exploiting him; those on unsmployment and in lower
level jobs are not, ’ :

In tha past decade, blaclk, latin and indian people have developzd a betber vnderstending
of their own oppression, CUne of the results has bzen an increass in szlf pride and a
rejection of the culture of the oppressor, ‘ipite wov?inv people rust follew this example
by rejecting the idea that they are 'inlddle clazs.!? neu they see themselves as part
of a workinz class along with Black, Latin and Indian uorfcro—-uhen a revolutlonary,
working class culbure czn develop in this country, Part of this new culturs will be
bern fr»m youth culture with its cooperatives, its internstionalism, its new roles for
menn and women, and its rejection of extreme dependence on status sywbols and possessions,
Part of this new culture will come from the hsitory of Woricing people—-ﬁhelw militance,
helr pride in their work, itneir discipline and their qnlrlt of Yone for 211 and all for

one P\I 1 i irl.}"nhi"‘\n N

What are the major classes in America H ,\Uil lS UNCU’\B l'“'-i-)
alag oY -

Ruling Cl 55 These are the 13 of the population wio oun BQa o) e stoclt incorggrations.

Thess owers of the means of prodvetion of wealth have nothing in common with the wajority

of Atorlc w~~even thoughthey try Lo zppear to be average people. They control the importa
policy mzking bedies in both parties and in the executive branch of government. The
president end the suprems court arc in their back pocitet. War, coutrael of ot(er couniries,

racism, exploitation of labor, oppression of woman end poverty are all in thej tcre_}
because these things either directly or indirectly biinz in rore monay, (for,
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Small Buszinessisn: These are people who oun small businesses, real estate,” farns, ebe,
They usuelly emoloy & smdall nwder of poenle. Very often they are very conssrvabive
politically, Because they often bove to hustle to keep chead, they fell thireatened by
crime, any form of change, higher teres. To say nothing of ravolution. They are uwsuslly
xosctionary becsuse they want to go back to or re-inech the good eld days whan there vere
rany small busiresses and monepolies and cenbtralized government along with socizl wvarest
vere nou 0 coumwon as it is now,

Profesgionals: These are psople who don't necessarily own anything except their ovn skills,
TEEy often belong to an exclusive professional group wiich sets its oun prices, has pretty
much contol over conditions of work,; and 1is not striclly enswerable %o a demarding bess,
Lower level corporetion executives, doctors, lswyers and governcent adwdnisirators fall

into this cebegory, So do architects, engineers, professors and scientists, They alwost
alvays support the status quo; however they cén be wen over on certain lssues provided they
are not too reveluticnary sounding., They might svpport, for instance, the anti-var move-
ment and the drive for civil rigitts. Students from eliteschools often wind up in this class,

White~Collxx lorkers: Teachers, social workers, draiismen, nurses and others who ocoupy

g position belwsen the everyday worker and menagement are in this class. To keep a2 dize
tinction betwesn thenselves and woriers they tend to fori professicnsl associations-not
unions. Their incores, conditions of work, znd their stetus are comforisaols. However
they are begining to be treated wore end rore like workars ag the institutions (often

tzx supported) get larger and larger, Thev are hurt by risine prices mnd have not been
gotting reizes as cities and states are golng vroke, The rising nukber of teacher's and
cther vhite collar strilies eind thelr reaction to whibte collar leyoffs show a new militancy
among this class. Hany students are destined for this class. Hany in this clzss ezn be
won to the revolubiocn, others wowld rather fight'ihan switch.

Uorking Cless: The working class ls potentiall the most revolutionary class, Hotisver
because of the blood roney (or super~profits) coming to the ruling class because of the
dorination of other countries (irperialism), the ruling class has becn able to buvy off
large scctions of the working class, The high wages of parts of the working class have
nade them sccostomed to a comforteble life and wniteresbed in revolution, HNHowever now
that national liberation movements like China, Cuba ond Vietnoam are succeding and new
movements are growing up in Asies, Africa and Latin America, there won't be as much monsy
coming in for the ruling class to bribe U,S, workers, There esre four sub-sections of
the working class: skilled workers, industrial workers, mervice workers and rurel workers,
£} skilled werkers: Upper level blue collar workers are those in the skilled trades
who unionized first ond built vp a high level of income. Their unions.iend to be
very exclusive-—-cspecially to minorities, Plumbers, constpuction workers, printers,
masons, tool and die nmekers and other traodeswmen have this privileged position in the
rorkinz class, Nixen's attzck on the bullding trades, inflstion, vnemployment in
construction and serospace, and union busting are starfing %o change their position
of privilege. They no longer have the power they once did, Also fitting intd this
category of the 'aristocracy of leobor' are the union burzaucrats uho say they arve ail
for the corron man, but in reality care only about themsslves. OSkilled workers cre
the right wing of the working class. Those of them who join the revoluticn will do
so grudpeingly. 1t rust be remembered thieat many in this class sre slipping dom in
stztus Yo the plain industrial uworking claoss as thedr standsrd of living slips and
the average worlker develops a higher level of skill ond specidlization.
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B; 11:uztrial workine closst These ere the people who wovk in the baske ludnsirizs of
preduction, The uwe  n (in the form of producis) i, Lzken frow them by the ruling

class Lo use zs It v.abs.  The workers asre given litule more than encugh to keep
thom goiny (food, rent, transportabion). Because the workers produce the value

for the nntion, they should heve a larze say in hew it dis used. This claze shZold
control sociabty and its wealith because 1. they male up a2 mejority of the pouul?tion
role (in cooperabion with symp athetic cla J'es possibly) vould be majority rule,

2. they have leaxned habits of disc ¢plinu, zacrafice and cooperation because they wori
daily in a situation in which these traiis are required, 3. they have the power to.
bring cbout the revolutlon bacszuse they ére so concentrabed and streotegicslly located
right #654 where the value is produced. To ruin the czpitalist rule they would have
to strike, thus stopping the flow of profits to the ccpitalists, (Also there will
have to be guerilla warfare and widespread ins ur1"0u¢0u) L. bzing a nmajority which
is exploited by the mincrity they have no interest in allying with thelir exploiters.
{except in the short yrun when they can get crwibs from the feast of foriegn irperil-
iem). These four points apply to the other parts of the working ClaSb but especielly
to the indusbriesl workers.

C) uevxi ce worlkers: Service uorkeru make up a large and growing part of the working
ass, They worlt as hosplital workers, laundry worlkers, switchboard operators, dishe
washers, taxi drivers, iechanics and Janitors, They are the youngesiy, lowesl paid

il y
least unionizazd, and with the highsst percentege of non-whited end women, They cun
be very militont ocnd will easily be uwon 4o the revolutlon, Recent hespitel and gar-

Rage worker siriltes show their wilitency, They teo ave hart by bankruptey of city
and stats govermnents.

D} rurzl vorkers: FMiersnt workers {Laboverd ) and form erployees have a great stake in
the revolution becawse of their low wages and horritle condlitions of work. A high
percentage are Black, Puertc Rican, and Chiceno, Their national struzgles at tines
take the foxm of labor sitrugsles and the two strupggles becoms one. A good exemple
is the farm workers sirike in California. '

2 Tane r Unamnloved: = @ v and wi ever vork, ieve
The Permanentlv Unoroloved: These are people wno do not and will not ever work, Thieves,

Junkiles, prostitutes, depe pushers, gemblers, wino's ete, Their werployment is not termp-
orary; they make a living on the streebs. They are 2 relatively snsll porcentage of the
people living in the inner citics and frezk communities. They nake excellent f{ighters fox
the revolution; however becazuse of thelir instability they have a tendency to use more
violence ithnan necessary, rip-off from the movement, and at times even fight on the side

of the eneny, They need political education to counteract the individuvalistic habits which
they developed in order to survive on ths streets,

The Colories: The prosperity of Amzrica is bosed on the abi].itJ of the capitalists to get
cherd raw mgnerlnl &, cheap labor, mariets for their good and copportunities for iuvestment
from 21l perts of the world. The nations affected by these types of exploitaotion are rising
up in revoluiion to gain nationzl self-deterrination. How their dictators are often puppets
finmnced by U,.S, foreign »id and sdvised by the CIA., If these nations win their freedom,
then the working class in this country will no longer be able 1o evaie the issve of revolutic:
They will no honger have the privileges (in the form of a feu extra bucks) which pacify them
into letting the ruling class rip them off and rip cverybody else off too, The autl—"ar
moverent is not just to bring our boys howe, but also it will further the revolution in
Vietnan 2nd indirectly the revolution .ere,
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The Kev to Victory: In fme..cs there cre Blacks, Puerio Licans, Chiconos, Poor Whitst,

end American Indians. BR1 These people cecuny a double position In the clacs structure,
They ~re opprasscd as an inbernal colony and the majority orc also expleitodg as workers.
This double oppression accounts [or the dynamism of their siruggles. Like the Veltnawese
they have begun a strusgle for liveration co 2 people. Their liberstion struggle includes
fighting racism in erplcymanit, housing, schools ect, It includes the fight for commnity
control of commmunity institutions, It elso inclides the atfempt to gain lend upon which

to base their nations, Examples are the island of Puerto Rico, the Republic of Hew. Africa,
Indizn reservationg,znd the traditional land of the iizxicen /maricans in the Southwest.
Because of the revolutionaory Liportance of thesez anti-cclonial struggles in all forms,

white workers should support the demands of the minorlties for self-detcorminotion, However,
more than lilely their strugeles will not be successful unless the Americon woriting class es
a thole maikes a revclution and drives the ruling cless from the face of the earth., Therefor
the colornized workers---black, brown, and red---will bring revolutionary conszciousness to
their white brothers and sisters at the point of production and in other working class in-
stitutions liks scheols and jails, '

s

Homen: Yomen mzke up about half of each class in fmerica, But in cach class they ave
sochally inferior to men., The unpaid work they do in the homz is necessery to the rling
class baeauss without foed and relexation, the worker would not be sble to return to work
each day. They elso raise and Cere for a new generabion of workers. And yei they ronicve
ne pay for this work, Because of their socizl infeplority they can be hired ot low vaces.
Today, dispite a large rumver of unompleyed nales, icre and more wowmen ore being broughb
into the york force beccuse of thelr low wages and depencability, In effzct most of these
‘women hold doun two jobs-cne ab work and one ab homu. Womsn-are denied coulity in a1l aspec
of life, Tney are regerded es mentolly and physleally inferior. They are viewed &s sgemual
cbiscts by men and forced to bear the brunt of an accidentszl or vawenied prersncy. Tuey
are waging strupeles for equality in wazes andihiring, for community controiled day care
centerss, for control over their bodies {against forced steriliszation ard for opportunities
for birth control and abortion if so desired), and for welfars with dignity, The rost
militan?t struggles are belng waged by colonized and working cleass women on welfare. The
meverznt for womsn's liberation is sn importent part of the revelution. They are one
hzif of numanity.

Youth: Like woren, youth come from 21l classes. HAnd glso like women, the ones from the
lower sociel clusses are the wost oppressed, Bowever there is 2 lot thabt yeubh have in
common with each other. They are the onzs used as comnon fodder in pubtting dowm wars of
nationzl liberation like Vietrnam, They have the highest unemplovvent, Drugs, music, partie:
traffic oifensezs, demonstrations, lolitering and drinidng are 21) opportunities for police
harassrent and busts, The police are trying to get youngz people to get uvsed to the idee

of a liietime of oppression. Schools and juvenile homes slso.try to bresk the spirit of
youth and thzir longing for freedem, But because they will have to pubt ip with things for
tha rest of their lives, yovuh is not rcady to accept a socliety which could be much hetter.
They have more open minds and more tire Vo rezd ond think, They will wnot Le oppressed. The;
will be the first ones to see the posszibilities for change., fad because they are not tied
down Ly mortgores, senlority, and responsibilitles they are nmere able to gt on theif
beliefs, They will play a big role in bringing revolutionary idoazs to {he vorkdng cluss.
Yeuth: will make the revoliition! -




"“. " .

- W
-~ - ; - ™

Thu lUnited Front: The v ed front is an alliance of cl. .zgs led by the working cles...
1t tries vo isolate the rwling class and defest it, The united front will be guided by
the principle of self-determifation for oppressed colonies (both with~in and cutside the
U.S.A.) It will be led by a party based in the working class which will be able %o insure

the mexirmm smount of denocracy within the pearty, the mazdirmm amount of centralized
coordination. It will use both legal and illegal means to smagh the state power of the
ruling class ard sel up a government of the working class. The minwmn goals of the ‘
united front are reforms which will help different groups in their dedly lives, Reforms
Like ccomaunity contrel of the police, free breskfast programs, end to discrimination by
race and sex, adequate welfare, release of a1l politicol prisoners and community health
centers. The party will do education through thess str iggles to politically educate
people abcut ¥ the princivles of the wnitsd front and tha need for socialism {tho
control of the state and 21l political and economic institutions by the working class.}

- Questions for Discussion

1. Wiy is the myth that wost people are middie c2ass in fwerica harmful to the
developrment of revolution?

2. How do youth culture and Black cuvliture relete o thea development of working cleoss
consc1cnsngssr

" 3, Which clssses can be won over to the united front? thich will be devided in their
' support for the united front? .

.

i, Whet cless intevests dees the student noverent reflect?
: 1
« Is it easy for a person to climb from one ¢lass t0 another? Up and Down?

6. Can someons belong to more then one class? Have characuerlstlcs of nore thgn one clgsqs
Fer instonce, what class are police? Firemsn?

7. In vhat ways do Black, Latin, and Indian People influence white working pzople?

8, Is the anti--war movemeni revoluationary?

9. %hy should all working people support self-determination of oppressed colonies? -

10, Is the women's liberation movemsni revolutionary? The Gay liberation move“,nt?

11. Is ths youth movenent revolutionary? ' :

a

12, Vheot ere the irpertance of reforms within the system?
13, ¥hy does the working classhave to ally with other classes?
1. How dees a revolutionary party function? How rach Cﬁntrcll »m ané how mach democraecy?

15. Hew shevld a revolutionery party be chosen?




