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| The history of the circle has been primarily characterized by a struggle
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Marxism and Revisionism and (2) the failure to combat liberalism, The Sunday
conference and the subsequent Steering committee meeting on Wednesday tock a big
step toward recognizing this,
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(1) Marxism ve Revisionism in the Circle

The primary contradiction within the circle in this regard has been between the
neccescity for a unity of will and a unity of action, The principle aspect of this
contradiction, in this perjod, is the struggle for unity of will, This was not
grasped until the Sunday conference. The secondary aspect of this contwdiction,
the revisiopiet tendency to stress the importance & the unity of action, came

out in a number of conerete ways: T (pwgde. WS03e- Ok ety NTRTY

A) Raising the secondary aspect to defeat the principle aspect of the contradiction
1/ Raising dogmatism &s the primary danger, rather than Right
Opportunism, Only one comrade put this forward boldly, and he has
since left the circle., Other ccrrades, however, advanced a
watered down version of this line, that while revisionism may
be the primary dangerin the communist movement, dogmatism

: Q‘ was the primary danger in the circle, ;
-gkﬁgg f&ﬁ§ﬁ§ . All the five great tecachers have been absolutely clear,

T;( 5 evisionism, or Right Opportunism, is a bourgeoise trend of thought
\that is even more dapgerous than dogmatism," (dao, RB p2l) &
%ﬁé?r‘\ Lenin himself was consistently accused of dogmatism, to which he
™ replied, '"What a handy little word 'dogma’ isé Cne need only
slightly twist an opposing theory, cover up this twist with the
bozy of ‘dogma'~=-and there you arei' (From Revolutionary Adventurism)
2/ Raieging the importance of practice toc defeat or belittle
cHE‘IEEEE?ZEEZ-i?QEﬁcory. Concretely it was put forward that
| we must balance both practice and theory, that ust
be pursued, ( This is rothing other thah the {idealist
Tine of equilibrium, which ao defeats in On Contradiction,
"Nothing in this world develops &bsolutely evenly, we must
opposc the theory of even development or the theory of
equilibrium,"
3/ Raising CL as the primary danger, rather than the Richt
Opportunists. The result of thig maneuver was describad by
Lenin, "Dpportunism is the sacrificing of the long term and vital
interests of the Party to its momentary, passing, sccondary
interests,' The attention and focus of the entire circle onm

one single document of CL is a clear express of this tendency,
The effect of this tactic was to equate the Continuations
Committee with CL, and thus equat@ing the conscious element
TEself with CL, —This4s en attack on THe conscious element,
and therefore an attack on the proletmrifat and the Party itself,
4/ The vagueness, eluVisveness, ete with which the opportunist
lines were advanced, Such as "I agree that PB is the central
task but I do not agree that it wmust determine the nature of
all our worlk,' Or "I agree that PB is the central task but
1 am not sure that The subjective forces have-matured enouch to
y Torm the Party im September.” Or '"'the main danger is pragmatism,
\/refﬁfﬁfﬁﬁ’or revisioniswm, what ever you want to call it,"
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iwhen we speak of finh s opportunism, we must never formet that a
feature that is characteristic of presatun Jay opportunism in every
sphereq namely its vapueness, diffusciveness, elusiveness, An
opportunist by his very m:ture, will slways evade fnrnyi:ting an
issue clearly and decisively, he will always scek a middle course,
he will alwavs wrigale like 2 sneke betwaen two mutually
exclusive points of view and try .tc "agree" with both and to
reduce his differences &f opinion to petty amendments, doubts,

zood and pious sufsestionse... (Cne Step Forward, Two Stcps Back)
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5/ 4merican Bxceptionalisa took the form of GOVEDCLﬂa that
the conditions Iin the U5 are not basieally ame as those.

during the Bolshevik period, therefore the stcp to_foxrm the
“Varty and the naturc of Ty ; different,
Concretely, this came out as "I dont. need to read volume 6
because the situation here is . different.' Lenin understood
that since 1917 there has only been one era, the era of
imperialism, "An era is called en era pricisely because it
encempasses the sum totoal of variegated phenomena and wars,
typical and untypical, big and seall, sowe peculari to advanced
countries, others backward countries,''(Caraciture of Marxism) qﬁiv-
6/ Bowing to spontaneity takes mank forms., Dernstien was

fond of saying that "the movement means everything, the end
nothing,® We had similar statements, 'I believe in the

proccss but the Congress is not Jmpo1ta0t, wnet1e§4£g;JuL\

the pary 1s formed this Fall is not iuportanteaes’

It is clcar that revisionism takes many forms, and appears in many gulseso
cerdless of the intnetions, "all belittlinz of the role of the 'conscious
o::1¢...(>nt°@mm:m.,s quite independelty of whether he who belittles that role ccsircs
it or not, a strenghtening of influence of bourgeoise ideology upon the workers

(What 1S To BE Done?)

(2) Liberalism
Mao Tse-Tung stated clearly that "liberalism stems frcm petty bourgcoise selfishness,”
It is "cofrosive, undermines cohesion, scwes apathy and crmates disscnion,' Likeralism
get the staze for the various revisionist lincs end fendecncies eutlined above to
gain influerce in the Cizcle, As Mao states, "Liberzalism rejects Iiceclogical
struggle and stands for unprincipled peace.'" Almest every of the eleven points.
in Combat Liberalism that Mao outlines could bz applied to the circke:
"letting things slide for the ccke of peace and f{riendship.,
refrain from principled arguemcnt because he is an old
aquaintancea.. to indulge in irresponsible criticisw in
privates, to let things drifc that do not affect one personally,,’
to hear incorrect vicws without rebutting them,, to work
half heartedly without a definite nlanasccece. etc etc,
By placing por sonal intcrests first, ond the jnreyests of the revolution seacond,
Z{M- ibevalism takes various forms, ideological, political and orgonizational,

THIE—Ggafgpzfclude "I dont want to rush intc anythins aft ex havinzg lefg the
“RU." Or putting people in positions of leadership uccaxsz they volunteerced, .,

In short, the fight against revisionism, id
form of class strugzle, Lvery trus ML Tort
Revislonism, and soo will our Farty, 7Tiwe s
conference reflects the fact that the strus:
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correct ML line for the Yarty is a form of ¢

cologically, is today the most important
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To summarize, a2 number of lessons have emerged:

r
, CPUSA for its disdpin for theory,
and we have inherited this bankrupt atcitude, 7T ! tive discussion' required
for idcologzical development is as important to us cowmunists as the air we breath,
and we must get on gith it, Our theoretical backwardpess is a primary reason

for the difficulty in overcomming the opportunist waverings in practice! Our
error is not that we have failed to study, but that we have failed to grasp

the Marxist Leninist viewpoint, stand and method In carrying out study,

(2) To one degree or another, all comrades have Mdragged at the tail of things" =
precisely Leninc description of the »ehsheviks, Qur failure to grasp firmly

in the beginning the significance of ideological struggle and the meaning of
Party Building stems from the belittling of theory, and the belittling of the

c onscious element, It is time to realize that we sre appocaching a period

in which "one day could represent twenty years,'" This is the attitude with

which we must approach the work ahead, '

111 and a unity of action, Our primary wéakness In TNi& TEgard has been emphasizing

te_secondary aspect to defeat the principle aspect, democracy to defeat centralisme
We have now tcken steps to correct this -

Conrades, we must utilize the science of Marzism-Leniniss-lao Tse Tung Thought
both as our microscope and telescope, seporating the poisonous weeds from the
fragrant flowers, the sheep from the goats, This process has alweady thhen
important steps forward, but these are only first steps, Lenin noted that

the "ideological struggle waped by revolutionary marxism arainst revisionism
at the end of the 19th century is but the priude to the great revolutionary
battles of the proletariat, The same must be gaid for t epresent pericd,

\4& (3) Though w out as a study group, cur takks require a unity of

LET THE ETRUGGLE UNFOLD

SOCIALISM, SINCE IT LIAS BECOME A SCIENCE, DEMANDS THAT IT BE PURSUED AS A SEEENCE,
IE, THAT IT MBST BE STUDIED . P

ON TO BUILD A MULTINATIONAL COMMUNIST PARTY OF A NEW TYDE

MARXIST LENINISTS UNITE!





