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WOQRLD VIEW

“If there is no struggle, there can be no progress..........
Black people throughout the world are realizing that our freedom will only

be won through a protracted struggle against two forces — racism and -

imperialism. The world imperialist system festersin Africa and Asia and engulfs
the Western Hemisphere as well. In the United States we know it as monopoly

capitalism, in Africa it is imperialism in its colonial or neo~colonial form.

Wherever itappears, ity cornerstone is the white ruling classof the United States
-of America,

Imperialism is nelther invincible nor mvulnerable As the blows against it
increase, the crisis of imperialism heightens and leads to new levels of

“exploitation of Black People in the Western Herm.sphere Afnca and the rest of

the world.

FRICA

.In Africa, the remains of classical European-colonialism is held together by
Partugal (in Guinea-Bissau, Angola, and Mozambique). The United States
government has been a constant supporter and ally of Portuguese oppression

through direct aid (such as the $430 million Azores agreement) and gifts of
planes, arms, and military training (at Fort Bragg, North Carolina) through
. NATO. White settlér rule is based in police state South Africa, and extends to

Namibia (South-West Africa) and Zimbabwe (Rhodesia) as well. There is hardly

. a gingle major U.S, or multinational Corporation, or bank that does not have

investments in Southern Africa. Chase Manhattan Bank, Firestone Rubberand
tires, .Gulf Qil, Holiday Inn, General Motors and some 300 other firms have
investments totalling over 1 billion. dollars. Several major problems face the
people of Southern Africa and Guinea-Bissau as a result of the present crisis:

1. Resettlement schemes to absorb unemployed European workers as new
colonists in Africa; They will be expected to fight against liberationforces. An
example is the Cabora Bassa Dam project in the Tete province of Mozambxque,

_“whexe over 1,000,000 Buropean workers are expected to settle.

2. lmd levels of exploitation caused by the relocation of factories
from advanced capitalist countries — “run’away shops.” The conditions that
genentlly acoompany this sew investment are nostrike laws, forced labor,
slave-wages, no right-to-orgnize laws, and neo-facist policies of political
repression against all dissent,

3. Militaristic and aggressive expansionigt policies of SouthAfrica and -

Isreel to recolonize ‘“‘independent” Africa’ using capital invested by
multinstional corponations based in the U.S., Europe and Japan,
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE (USS., Canada and the Caribbean)

Black people in the Western Hemisphere equally caught in the racist
imperialist net, also face major problems in the present state of our struggle:
1. Problems on the job-unemployment, low wages, job insecurity, racism

" by management and union leadership discrimination in hiring and promotions

(especially in -skilled crafts), and super-exploitation in the shops (speed-up,
compulsory overtime, etc.)

N 2. Continued neglect, and indeed cutbacks in the area of social services;
public welfare, transporation, housing sanitation, health facilitics, and

education, etc,

3. Polmcal-pohce -military repressmn thh facm-type hit squads (like the '

STRESS squad was in Detroit), increased use of electronic surveillance and
informers, a rising rate of Black Youth in prisons, and systematic mtroducnon

.of heroin (or heroin substitutes)into the Black Communities.

4.Continued onslaughts on effortsto preserve and develop revolutionary

. culture among Black people, including the use. of distorted fragments of Black

history and the accomplishments of “distinguished Black Americans.” These
onslaughts are in fact cultural aggression. Cultural aggression, like all other
forms of racism, seeks to impose the way of life, values and institutions of one
culture on another culture. Culture here defined as a way of life, values, and
those institutions set up to maintain and develop that way of life andits values.

FINALLY GOT THE NEWS

Black people throughout the world have finally got the news — the news
that racism and imperialism the two headed monster — are our enemies. The
major historical trends of the momentin Southern Africa can be summed up as:

1. The heightened

Staies.

2. The increasing suppon for the liberation movements by mdependent
African countries, even-conservative ones, through the QAU Liberation
Committeeand by directaid.

2, The rising desperation of the Portuguese govemmcnts in the face of
liberanon groups marching towards total victories in the “colonies”™. This
desperation is reflected by the cowardly assassination of Amilcar Cabral,
Secretary-Genera! of the PAIGC, on the streets of Conakry by Portuguese
agents.

4. Increased co-operat:on between colomal and 1mpenahst governments

especially Rhodesia, South Africa, Portugal Israel, and the United States in -

these areas; first, collective military arrangements; second, the wooing of
governments of certain African countries in an attempt to seduce them into
“dialogue” with South Africa or otherwise breach the anti-colonial unity of
Africa; third, the development of schemes to hand the Portuguese coloniesover
the phoney “independent” Black governments — in reality puppets for the
Portuguese. - '

S. The increasing awareness of Blaé¢k workers in Southern Africa who are
mounting demonstrations and strikes to prove that the system of internal
-oppression under which they suffer can be overthrown. :

The major historical trends at the present time in the United States may be

. struggle and increasing success of the liberation
move ments, which win new victories every day. Their struggle has been aided by
the support of the Socialist countries, and by other anti-imperialist forces, -
especially the increasing support of progressive Black people in the United

| Theory

summed up asfollows:

1. The international crisis of capitalism has produced effects — rising
market price of gold, falling value of the dollar — that have put the U.S.
cconomy on very shakey ground; unemployment, high food prices, run away
shopsare a few indications of the instability of the domestic market.

. 2. The increasing manifestations of frustrations and anger of pzople in the
U.S. especially Black people-battered back and forth by forces which they do
not understand.

-3. The exposure of corruption in government from Nixon and Haldemun

-to Mayors Daly and Addonizio, down to the cop on the corner. People

increasingly realize that this corruption is linked to control of govemment by

large: corpuuuonsand therichin theirowninterests. - _
- 4. The increasing attempts by the white ruling class of the USA and their
spologists, to-blame many social problems on Black People: (high taxes,

welfare, unemploy ment for white workers; inflation)

We can clearly st¢ (M The TmMpenalist monster has two heads —in the’
Western Hemisphere and elsewhere in the world. We here have the same duty as.

_ all progressive Black people - to fight imperizlism in all its manifestations, To

do this we must build an anti-racist, anti-imperialist United Front among Black
people. -

TOWARDS A UNITED FRONT
“If we do not formulate plans for unity and take active steps to form political

union, we will soon be fighting and warring among ourselves with imperialists -

and colonialists standing behind the screen and pulling vicious wires, to make us
cut each othersthroats for the sake of their diabolical purposges....... g
. ' l(wame Nkumah

Black people throughout the world face a future of struggle to put together

a movement with the theoretical and organizational tools and the practicsl
experience necessary to defeat enemiesand build a new world, -

We must l_ear'n'—from the éxi)a'ience of other movements and other strugg!es
experience which teaches that “there can be no revolutionary movement
without revolutionary theory.” We have leairned rich lessons from struggles with

"no theory at all. Those lessons teach us two nnportant things about unity and

theory:

. 1. We cannot be dogmatic. Once we have rooted ourselm in certain. .
principles, we must direct our struggle according to the concrete, changing-

conditionsaround us.

-2. Rea] unity will come about ngt by ignoring differences but by amng
those differences and struggling to resolve them. It is through the interplay of
ideas and the testing of those ideas in pncnce that a correct position will be
hammered out.

We must struggle to improve our organization work. Building unity means
finding ways of utilizing the abilities and skills of everyone who is serious about

. struggling.
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Practice

The real test of our united front work is, of course, in practice. We must

. .engage in principled work both inside and outside of the anti-imperialist froat;

in addition we must develop our ability to carry the fight against racism snd

- imperialism to different groups of people around different issues, yet maintian
our course. : :

_The principle task of our movement at this time has two aspects. We must

merge the Black liberation struggles in the U.S. with the National liberation

struggles in Africa, because a victory anywhere in the fight against U.S.

imperialism is a victory everywhere. We must coordinate the Black Liberation

_ struggles in the Western Hemisphere with the overall struggle of People of Color

to change the fundamental nature of this society, because we have s
responsibility to the world to fight exploitation and oppression in this‘very
stronghold. ’

. The time is ripe to develop a United Black people’s struggle, g struggle &
merge the Black liberation movement with the -of World Revolution
The questionis: HOW? _ T

QPERATONAL UNITY

“The whole argument about whether unity is achieved through a step by step
process, or through a political decision is in fact a futile one. Ultimately a
political decision is necessary, without it unity cannot be achieved. But in the
meantime, do we merely wait and hope for a miracle, leaving our development
and independence forever in jeopardy, or do we make what progress we can?”

JuliusK. Nyerere

" The struggle we are engaged in must be a broad one —itmnstbe.elnpablc-of

_ encompassing a diversity of ideological positions, class formations, and socisl
groups, And it must be operational it cannot be so broad that it cannot function. -

But unity cannot be ordered or willed into being, it must be built as the
conditions develop. We do not expect Black nationalists, elected Black public

- officials, Black socialists, Black ministers, and Black union leaders to unite -

- around a common program merely by their attendance at ameeting, no matter
how spectacular. In fact, we feel that this is anincorrect approach at the preseat
time. “Great” men and women do not make histary — the people make history.
There are some who say that all of “the leaders™ should come togsther so that
Black people can come together. We believe that, to the contrary, it is the

- struggles of everyday Black people — it is their emerging unity that will pakg the

. “leaders” come together, and not the other way around. Those who are serious
about struggle against racism and imperialism must involve themselves in the

struggle of Black people, only such a cause will bring about the unity we all
- degire so much, :

The development of a lasting Black anti-imperialist united front requiress . -
_ struggle for unity on two levels; internal and external. '

_ intemal

. “Dust willaccumulate ina roomif not cleared muhrly"'A ,

Mao Tse Tung

In order for the Black Liberation Struggle to advance there must be a

" dynamic and direct struggls to unite forces, and develop correct views. This

upity in struggle will develop militants with experience, committed to correct
views and unified with other individuals and organizations proven in the fight

. against imperialism. Active criticism and ideological struggle are the weapons

and the way of ensuring that Brothers and Sisters within the ALSC build strong
organizational unity. Non-antagonistic contradictions within the committee
can only be resolved through active ideological and political struggie based on
principle. The basis of such struggle will ensure us a higher unity. Such a unity

besed on unity-struggle, unity, will cement organizational unity and correct our

political direction. If errors are left by themaelves, organizational unity,
strength and direction will not be achieved. : :

Extcmal

Our unity with other political tendencies in the Black Community must be
based on s commitment to eliminate racism and defeat monopoly capitalism in

. the Western Hemisphere and imperialism throughout the rest of the world. For

example, our view is that African people must control Southem Africa and
Guines-Bissau and the only way to really do this is by armed revolutionary
struggle, Recognizing the present condition, we also support the struggles for
democratic rights; for instance the right of Black workers to organize in

‘ Durkam, N.C., South Africa or Detroit, Michigan. In this way wemust beginto

involve people of various ideological positions — ministers, elected officials, civil

rights groups, etc., around the program of ALSC, not on their terms but on
. commonly agreed terms — on terms of the front which we canall support. This

process will not happea immediately, it will have to be done step by step. Part of
ifs success or failure will be in our ability to scientifically identify different
clamed and social groupings in the Black Community i

what they can be united around.
Eocsafoc Mobilization.

‘Our anti-racist, anti-imperialist, Black united front must attempt to unite
all social groups and class formations within the Black community in 2 common

struggle. Thus our struggle must mobilize the masses but this can only be done

when the specific character of this exploitation is clearly understood.

Most Black adults work in production or service jobs. It is this sector of the
Bhck community that has the most to gain by the victory of our strugglesand
yet they have been the most ignored by the movement. We also consider
unemployed workers, most brothers and sisters incarcerated in prisons and
welfare recipients as displaced workers. We must give the highest priority to

- . mobilizing Black workers because they have demonstrated the power to do

many things, such as stopping illegal chrome shipments from Rhodesia, expose

- pepressive use of Polsroid identification systems and stop production qf cars,
. not only in solidarity with the liberation movements, but also asa part of the

fight against their own oppression. Therefore we encourage _Black workers to

The success of “‘unite the many to oppose the few” in any
society involves knowing exactly who composes “the many” and determining

902



take the lead. It is in this area that the ALSC — the anti-racist, anti-imperialist

Black United Front, must meet the challenge of showing the interrelationship of
the oppression of the people of Southern Africa and the exploitation of the
Black people in the Western Hemisphere.

The post World War 1I rise of Blacks in clerical and ptofemonal jobs

prbvxded the bass for leadership, organizational skills, and ideology duringthe

Lml Rights- Era..In turn, this struggle opened up new opportunitxa in
government work, business opportunities, educational institutions, etc. As the
crisis of imperialism causes the society to contract and cut back, the Black
mid dle strata will be cut back. Thisis especially true of those jobs created by the
poverty program and similar agencies in tha past nine years. In addition to the
radicalization of . these people, occupants of traditional middle strata

“professional” jobs are increasingly feeling the squecze of monopoly capital.

Teachers, social workers, and government workers, to name a few can and must

- be shown the true nature of the society of the Western Hemisphere. Their

struggle will ultimately not be that of saving their professional status, but rather

. in joining-with the masses of people to defeat racism andimperialiam decisively

and finally,
- Short life expectancy and high birth rates result in the Black oommumty
.. being young. Youth is also a time of struggle. We must gather together Black
_ Youth -from the plants, from the campuses, the streets, penal institutions,
military reservations, and wherever else they are, to create a mas mobilization
of these youth in the anti-racist, anti-imperialist struggle.

ummatio

In' summary we have presented three major points:

I. The new unity of the Black Liberation struggie must be uﬁ-ncm.

' ant i-xmpenahst and anti-capitalist in character.

2. The struggle to unify Black anti-racist, nnh-nmpemlnt fucu isour

source of strength in bmldmgan ideologically ldvanced movement. -

3. Our unity must involve all Black social youps and clas formatxomlnd
we propose that Black workezs taketbelead,

: -BasichoemfbtAfdm Liberation Support Committee -

1. Raise money for liberation groupsin Southern Africa and Guinea-Bissau ™~

" through the Umted African Appal

2. Conduct educational seminars and momm on racism, feudalism,
imperialism colonialism and neo-colonialism and its effect on the continent of
Afnca especially South Africa and Guinea-Bissau.
‘3. Develop and distribute litersture, films, and other educauoml mterhh
on racism, feudalism, imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism and its
effect on the continent of Africa, especially South Africaand Gmnea-BLIln.

4. Participate in and aid Black community and Black workers in the
_ strugglesagainst oppressionin the U.S., Canada, and the Can'bbean....,

5. Engage in efforts to influence and transform U.S. pohcy asregardstoit’s
1mpenalxst role in the world '

, 6. Engage in mass actions against governments, products, and'companiu
that are involved in or are suppartive of racist, illegitimate regimesin Southern
_ Africaand Guinea-Bissau.

1. Support and spea:head annual ALD demonstratxonsm conjunctwn with -
the International African Solidarity Day. .

THE AI.SC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN Gene Locke, Houston, Texas
Brcndahns. Montrul Canada
, JohnWarﬁeld.Aumn.Texa:
Abdul Alkalimst. Nashvifle, Tenn.
_ Nelson Johnson, Greensboro, NC
-Kwadwo Akpan.Detrc;it.Miéh. o

Owusu Sadaukai, Greensboro, NC

Loz

Imamu Baraka, NewArk, NJ

. Dbn Lee, Chicago, 1.

Several additional persons wxll be added to the executive commlllcc. in the
near future.





