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Thousands of veterans, workers, G.I.'s The demanf te implement the agreements
and students coming to Washington, July 4 exposes the : ypocrisy of the ruling class.
to demonstrate. People demnding amesty They never intended to live up to them and
and an end to imperialist aggression in now in blatant disreg&rd Of the peace

Indochina. Demanding Nixon's ouster~''on his agreements are propping up the puppet -
ass, for his crimes and for his class". leader of Scuth Vietnam, Thieu, as well

Angry thousands demanding an end to oppres~ as the increasingly isolated Lon Nol clique
sive and racist less-than-honorgble dis- 1n Cambodia. The demand for ammesty-says
charges, telling govement and VA bur-. that all who resisted the war were justi-

eaucrats that vets won't accept their crim-
inal excuse for benefits. Thousands seeing
that vets' problems, and the problems of

the rest of the people come from the same
source- U.5, Imperialism, a profit-seeking
blood sucking monster that needs to be
.smashed.

The significance of this demonstration,
called by VVAW/WSO, 2 mass anti-imperialist
organization growing out of the struggles
of Vietnar Vets whc opposed the war in
Indo-China, goes beyond even all this.

These 4 days of struggle can be a giant
step in building an anti-imperiallst vet-
erans movement- a movement that while
fighting around the day to day issues of
veterans, focuses them all on their source-
the imperialist system. This cannot be a
narrow reform group, begging for a few
crumbs, but one that opposes all aspects
of imperialism whether it be imperialist
agpression, repression against Black
people , or speed-up in the shops. The
veterans movement must be linked up with
the developing revelutionary workers' move-
ment and all the people's struggles.This

demonstration in its building , organizing fied whether in the military or by resist- -
propoganda, tactics, targets, and overall ing the draft. This is not a forgive and
politics shows the strength of building an forget plea. The war was unjust, to resist
antiimperialist vets movement as part of was justified. -
the overall United Front Against Imperial- .~ Secondly, the RU feels it is important
ism. to support the activities of VVAW/WSO as

The Revolutionary Union supports this ' a mass anti-imperialist organization. VVAW/
demonstration for several reasons. First WSO is one of the few anti-war organizations
we agree with the idea of the demonstration of the late 60's which developed into a
as it was presented by VVAW/WSO and with : consciously anti-imperialist eorganization ¥
the five demands. The demonstration is a and remained on a revolutionary path into %
solid blow against imperialism. It unites the 70's. It is the existing mass organ- fﬂ%
people against many faces of the system, - 1zation that can link up and give leader~ =
and in particular represents one of the ship to the developing upsurge among vet- '3
only recent mass mobilizations against erans and keep it from the swamp of poverty ’g‘,
continued U.S. aggression in S.E. Asia. pimps and narrow bread and butter reformlsm -
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The success of this demonstra’n will be
very helpful in building VVAW/WSO as one
of the important anti-imperialist forces
in this country.

Thirdly, the RU feels the demonstration
.as we said earlier, can be an important
"step in the creation of an anti-imperial-
ist vets movement that is closely linked
up with the revolutionary workers' move-
ment, and the United Front Against Imper-
ialism. This demonstration is only a first
-step in the creation of this movement,
but much of the organizing that went into
it shows the potential for such a movement.

For example, in Newark, members of
VVAW/WSO, Qutlaw (an anti-imperialist
postal workers' organization), the Revo-
lutionary Student Brigade and the Revo-.
letionary Union co-operated in building
a demonstration at the regional VA office.
The demonstrators seized the director's
office and a fight with police in the halls
of the building followed. Demands were
raised around the bureaucracy at the VA
and the extension of benefits to all vets
regardless of bad discharges. The demon-
strators also raised that the VA publicize
the July 1-4 demonstration and its five
demands. The demonstration was built mainly
among veterans, but also in plants, comm—
unities, and schools.

VVAW/WSO members put forward the idea
of a veterans' "shit list" that could be
sicned with complaints raised at the VA
hospital, VA center etc. Tables were set
up at these places literature about the
demonstration. The response was tremen-

, well as forces from the anti-war, amnesty,

!

dous! The "’t 1ist" collected state-
ments not only about the VA bureaucracy
but also such things as "Death to imper-
ialism"”. Many vets greeted the idea of a
demonstracion and a tighting vets movement
enthusiastically.

Several local vets' groups were drawn
into the work of building for the Newark
and Wash'ngton demos. There was initially
resistance with some people over the idea
of amnesty. But at least some unity was
achieved after struggle around the war as
an imperialist war fought for the monopo-
lists and against the interests of workers.
Several members of these local vets groups
participated in the seizure of the direc~-
tors' office and the demoustration outside.

Through these struggles and the politi-
cal discussion around them, many vets be-

. gan to realize their fight was with more
than the VA, and that the goverument wasn't

going to work for vets or other working
people.

At the same time support was mobilized
amongst workers in general in North Jersey.
Postal workers, both vets and non-vets,
were very active in the struggle. Word of
the office seizure was spread in the near-
by Seacaucus Bulk Mail Facility as it was
taking place. This work and the work in
general around July 1-& has helped lay the
basis for goittg back to bring many more _
into an anti-imperialist vets movement.

The RU recently participated in a wild-
cat in an auto plant in Detroit., Many of
the active leaders of the 3-1/2 day walk-
out and shutdown of Dodge Truck were vets.
When these workers heard about the demo
July i-4, they greeted the idea of vets
getting together to fight enthusiastically.

[ While unable to come to Washington, many

were anxious to take up the struggles of
vets. And the July 1-4 actions were seen
by some as part of a common struggle.

The RU built for the demonstration all
around the country, both among vets and
among workers and oppressed people in gen--
eral. We also tried to involve students as
and anti-Nixon movements. Everywhere we i
saw a tremendous response to the idea of
a {ighting vets movement that would link
up with the other struggles against imper-
ialism. This movement is just barely coming
into existence and will be attacked from
many sides. '

Poverty Pimps, reformists, and govern-
ment officials have fallen all over each
other to build themselves at tlhe expense
of vets and lcvad the movement into dead




ends. A vets movement does t! This is
undeniable! The question isWMo will lead
it and where will it go. If anti-imperial-
ist forces do not take up these tasks then
it creates fertile ground for the opportun-
ists by abandoning the masses of vets. This
demonstration is crucial in developing this
movement .

The path forward from here is most im-
portant. Extensive discussion and struggle
over this point should go on. One of the
reasens we have put this pamphlet out is
to contribute to this struggle. The strug-
gle within VVAW/WSC over these points is
particularly important. We hope the RU can
contribute to these discussions both by
publications like this as well as through
our work with VVAW/WSO. We have tried to
- make our position clear through our line
and practice. We feel that an anti-imper-
ialist orecanization based on vets and GI's
is necessary t- the further development
of the vets movernent and anti-imperialist
united front. Particularly important is to
build this organization among all nation-
alities taking up sttruggles against nat-
ional oppression directed against vets and
all people and building strong multi-nat-
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ional unity,\is is one of the main weak-
nesses of th@ present movement. _

We have tried, in building for this
demonstration, to struggle for this po-
sition in a principle. and cpen fashion
while upholding the camocratic decisions
of VVAW/WSO regarding the nature of the
demo. We think a great deal of unity has
been buil- in this fashion and the basis
for great.r unity has been laid.

Finally, we think work around the nat--
ional action is very important to build-
ing a pnew Communist Party, the central
task of communists at the present time. A
unified center is needed that can tie all
the various struggles of the people toge~-
ther around a revolutionary program.

Many people have raised questions about
the role of communists in mass organiza-
tions. One thing we have tried to show 1s
that comrunists do not build themselves at
the expense of the mass movement. Commu~-
nists have always been in the forefront

- of the mass struggle of the working class

and all its allies., While fighting hard

for the position that they feel best serves
the interest of the people, communists
respect the democracy of the mass organ-
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ization. While fighting for the.:osition,
Communists believe that real unity comes
from open and above board struggle. In the
.course of this, they never lose sight of

or subordinate their long-term goal of
socialist reveolution to the immediate, day
to day tasks. )

Building the party means building the
mass movement as well. Flowing from an
opportunist line on mass struggle, groups
like the Progressive Labor Parcty, or more
recently, the Communist League, build
themselves like blood-suckers by splitting
and drawing off individuals from the mass
movement . We have always c¢pposed such sect-
arianism and tried to show in pructice
that our line is the opposite. While we
feel it would be incorrect for VVAW/WSO as
a mass organization to take a feormal stand
on the lines being struggled oul leading
to a party, it is extremely important for
individuals in VVAW/WSO to tuke up these
questions.l Struggles over building a rev-
olutionary or a reformist united frout,for
example, can only strengthen tuace work of
mass organizations. The quest ioa of whether

)

to tail behind lgaral pelitictians and

union bureaucrats or to rely on the masses
of people is not an academic debate, It ig
a life and death question that goes to the
heart of the struggle and. determines the

~ future.

The discussion and struggle over the
nature of the vets movement and work among
Cl's is not only for the developuent of
VVAW/WSO, but can be an important céngri-
bution to the development of the progiram
of a new Communist Party. S

This pamphlet is a collection of articles
from the RU's newspaper, Revolution . We
are reprinting them in the hope that it ..
will help clarify the questions facing the
veterans' movement today, and begin to
point the way forward. . :

The veterans' movement is growing rapid-
ly. Through pickets, marches, and building
selzures it is inspiring al¥ working and
oppressed people, as well as fighting for
the needs of veterans. The task before us .

s to build a fighting multi-ndtional vet~

erans' movement and link ft. with the broad-
¢r United Front Against Imperialism,
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Vietnam vets are on the move, All over the country,
they have been demonstrating, sitting in, saying “No!*”
10 the lies being pushe down their throat. For exam-
ple, on March 29, socalled “Honor Vietnam Veterans
Day", vets took the opportunity to expose the sham
“honor” and real mistreatment they are getting (see
May Revolution). '

These militant actions, many of which linked the

rising veterans movement to the overall struggle against

imperialism, put the government so uptight that the
next day, Nixon appointed Veterans Administration
chief Donald Johnson to carry out a special inquiry -
into the effectiveness of his own agency. The result
was that veterans' cries 10 “"Dump Donald Johnson'
became all the stronger, and before month’s end
Johnson declared he would resign,

The fact that another of Nixon's friends has fallen
under the hatchet does not mean that things really will

get better for vets. But Johnson’s forced departure does

contain several lessons. {t demonstrates that vets get
results by relying on mass action, not on  10se “‘con-
cernad” politicians who took up the vets uemands
only when they no longes could ignore them, and not
one minute sooner,

For another thing, Johnson is a former National
Commander of the American Legion, showing that
the struggle of veterams for their needs and rights must
be directed in part against the right wing of the veter-
ans movement and the reactionary veterans lobby,

No Heroes' Welcome

There are over six miflion Vietnam era vets, about
three million of whom served in Vietnam. They are
mostly from the working class or lower petty bour-
geoisie, Many entered the sefvice with illusions of
“defending democracy” or at least getting some de-
cent job training. Some had their eyes opened by the
Vietnamese people’s heroic struggle, others by the
military’s racism and the class contradictions between
officer corps and enlisted men. Thousands ended up
fighting the U.S. military while stilt in Vietnam, and
came back determined 1o continue that fight,

. Dthers discovered when they returned that the
“heroe’s welcome”’ they expected was reserved for a
bunch of elite pilot POW's. What awaited vets instead
was joblessness, callous mistreatment and miserable
“benefits™ from the VA, discrimination of third world
vels as well as on account of bad discharges, and em-
ployers’ fears that vets are “'walking time bombs™’.

Vets Movement
On theRise

The government and the veterans lobby have

“Wworked hard to give the impression that vets are a

little better off than the average Joe, and that con-
cerned agencies are working.overtime to ensure that
Htheir boys” get nothing but the best, But nothmg
could be further fromni the truth,

Veterans, because of disabilities and foss of job
or school experience suffered while in the service, are
now finding themselves among those in the forefront
of attacks on the working class, and especielly on
Black and other third world workers, instead of com-
pensation, job training and jobs, what the much ad-
vertised veterans' job programs have provided is 2 Iot
of profits for ad compenies and a few "job training™
programs, usually. minus jobs.

“Phoney V.A. cleims oan't bide the high i
uneuplomnt Tate of Vietnam era Vets K

When jobs are made available, there is almost always
a catch somewhere, For example, vets who applied for
jobs at the Post Office under s special program called
the Veterans Readjustment Act {VRA), found that
this “preferentisl treatment’”” was nothing but a hoax
and a source of cheap and expendable labor for the
Postal Service. Vets hired under the VRA programs
can be fired or laid off at any time without sppeal,

- have no acoess to the grigvance procedure, y\dare
denied Sunday premium pey given to all other govern-
ment employees.
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“ iz tha GI bill. At schools and colleges all over
ey, vaterans have been rising in struggle for a
v can Jive on, The present $220 monthly

25 10 survive or, even without the cost

ana bosks, Pecently, on Vietnam Veterans
saatly third world vets from the NY City
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in the struggle against economir acks, VVAW/WSO
has raised the demand for a snm _«pe discharge for
all vets and confronted the VA zens of militant
actions aimed at wipning decent fits for alf vets.
Where this campaign has been built strongly, it has
also proven to be an important tool in winning Black
2nd Latin vets to the struggle and a first step in build-
ing multinational unity,

The upsurge of the veterans movement within the
last several months comes about because they are
aarticularty hard hit by the current round of econom-
ic attacks and cutbacks directed against working
people in general,

This upsurge {ollows 2 time of relative quietr among
vets. A few years 230 the yets movement was also very
active, though somewhat different from the present
day onie. Because of their experiences in the war, see-
ing the naked, terroristic, thoroughly reactionary face
of imperialism, vets became very active in the anti-war
raovement and made many contributions to it. Opera-
nien Dewey' Canyon 111 called by VVAW, where vets
thicw their medals at the Capitol Building, cdeeply
moved many Americans and helped bring home the
s-uth of )5 aggression against the Vietnamese poc-
piz.

'\.'A.. did much 1o expose the myth of G.1. sup-
nart Yo the war, The task now is to link up these pre-
e wnts” struggles around benelits, bad discharges,
&1o. with The gverzl! anti-imperialist movemeny, and
esmeciesly aith the developing revolutionary workers
maverment and also the struggle against national
CInSTEsSION,

The struggle tor immediate needs and reforms is im-
v . Tr.e question is whether the movement will be
restoncted 10 that and become mired in bourgecis relorm-
= o whArether it wall be linked with the movement to

Vaowe imparialisen,

P

Struggles in the 30s

" This question of linking up the immediate struggles
vets with the revoiutionary movement was also the
guestion in the 30s. Unaer the Roasevelt "New Deal,”

The vets of ihe Ponus Army fought cops and tls o0 0t Tt

#—

'T':: & pretnphiet Ly the Americzn Lea
e Getares, Uthe shock troops of
Yoo e 2% of war veterans were

Ring part 1ime. Pensions were cut

velerang s

unemployed ¢

and hospitalizaticn reduced, disability ratings slashed  w~
as part of the infarnous “economy’ drive,

the Cevr=pzicn, vels
there wvie: ool t.orx .otwer ic treadlines .

seme’s Le-gue under the
- the Communist Party,
Sty c‘:' resistance
shg e ¢ warking
woERA h z-'i-« won the

Organtzed 1y 4
then revolutic
veterans of '«
which becarme =
class, They el ey T

to-called & e hack pay from
trme in the <= 0 1 usriant eontrs-
butian o The w218 M vl by t2king up the
demand for vaamdiyme insarance Tar ali ]ObIESS
workers,

Like anti-imiper 213l veien 2oy ofganizations today,
the Ex- Scrv+<,'-~1 A"y League also fough. tor the nghu .




of active-duty peaple and against racia! glilimmation
and imperialist war. The organization pa ial at-
wotion, Jn pamphilet after popular pamphiet, to ex-
pasing thqmln of the right-wing veterans organiza-
tions and providing the ideotogica! fuel for the “strug-
gle of the sttached anc unattached rank-and-file vets
against the old-line reactionary, officer-controlled
organizations™ {from a pamphlet published in 1935},
They also exposed the role of liberal members of
Congress, who "'because of our pressure, come for-
ward, . .making it appear that they are favoring us,
and again we see the same attacks being made against
us. We recognize these as srmoke screens and camou-
flage colors of our enemies behind which the bankers,
owners of big industry and the railroads ere receiving
billions of doMars 10 protect their profits, while there
is no money for relief of the workers as a whole o
for the war veterans.”” {from a 19322 pamphlet).
Today, the upsurge in the velerzns movement makes

it particularty urgent for communist and anti-imperialist

forces within it 1o sum up the tessans of the 30¢ and ap-
ply thern correctly to the current sijuation. For as the
strugale of veterans has developer] over the last two
years, some incorrect tendencies have emerged which
could seriously undermine the patential contributions
the vets movement can meke 10 the revolutionary
struagle,

Reformizt Tendency

At this time, the main danger is & reformist tenden-
cy. This has waken the form of restricting the fight to
bread-and-butter issues, regarding the mass movement
only as & means of “'purting pressure on Congress” and,
mast importantly, irying to build the veterans’ fight as
thet of an interest group {veterans}, 2nd thus cutting
vets off from their natural allies within the anti-im-
perialist movement.

In looking at mass actions as & way of creating a
_pressure group, “forcing Congress to respond”, ete.,
this tendancy has failed 10 build locally, increase the
consciousness and fighting spirit of the masses of vet-
erang thxtoselves, and apply the method of the “single
spatk”--building spontaneous outbursts into model
struggles that can inspire others and spread the poli-
tical lessons leerned in the process.

Thss reformast 1endency goes hand in hand with an
unclear and compromising position toward the veterans
lobby and the VA itself. It is important to recognize
that people like Donald Johnson da not at all represent
veterans, nor is the “veterans’ crisis” the resuit of any
political hack’s “inability 1o cope with the problem™.
ttis in fact not really a “veterans’ crisis” at all, but »
single aspect of the general crisis of the LS, imperial-
i3t system, a partial reflection of the bourgeaisie’s
genershzed attack on the livelihood of working peo-
"le.

Failure 0 recognize this fact can lead to fruitless
appexls 1o bourgeois forces within the veterans lobby
to devote their resources to the grassrools veterans
movement, which these bourgeois torces in fact are
ving to contrel and eventually dectroy. The Ameri-

Leqion, for exanple, was {cunded by its own
uaon to fight revolutionary ideas in the ranks
2rs fresh from. the battlafields of WW 1, and

.

A reformist veis moverent would be

incapable of an act of enti-imper-

jaiist sclidarity like VVAW/WSO's

.a}eovev of the ua*gon Information
Office,

]

who were clearly impressed by the early achievements
of the Russizn Revolution, Today, the Legion and
similar groups are stilt out there {or the same purpose.

Any sttempt 10 unite with these forces now can
only result in weakening and confusing the veterans
maovement and opening it up to economic betrayal
and ideological sabotage.

fn struggling against this refarmist tendency, com-
munist and anti-imperialist forcet within the vets
movement can learn from the example of the 30s,
when a powerful movement was crested precisely
by not relying on liberal politicians, and by isolating
the right wing and uniting with the rank and file
veterans and the workers movement, building veter-
ans’ just struggles and the famous Bonus March not -
as 2 gimmick or a “special interest”, byt as an inte-
gral part of the proletarian revolutionary movement.
And we can also learn from more recent examples.
For instance, during Operstion Dewey Canyon 1t
Kennedy and other liberals circulated among the
protesting vets, sheking hands, promising them jobs
and other benefits, etc. Most of the vets knew it was
a shuck and went ahesd with their protest.

Ancther Wrong Tendency

At the same time, certain other tendencies exist
within the veterans movement which must also be
overcome if the struggle is to growth in strength and

. consciousness. For instance, there is a tendency to
deny the importance of the vetersns’ struggle for
e<anomic benefits, and to fail to unite with and
build this fight. This can isolate sati-imperialist and
revolutionary forces from those many veterans strug-
gling for such benefits, thus leaving thern wide open
to the reformist influences described above, Although
this “let1” tendency is at present not the principle
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danger, it must definitely beco  ed. :

Supporters of this tendency’  atain that raising
separate veterens’ demands is “caiicive”, This is simi-
lar to & position put forward in‘&s around the
Bonus March. This march could not have been suc-
cessful if revolutionaries of that time had been taken
in by the line—advocated by other groups induding
the Socialist Party and the Trotskyites—that the de-
mand for the bonus was divisive or "unfair 1o the
unemployed.”

The words of the Communist International are
important here: “The Socialist Party refused to sup-
port the demand for payment of the bonus and hy-
pocritically advised the veterans that ‘these soldiers
would do better to work for general relief for the
workers than for a special gift for themselves’. The
tactics of the Socialist were clear: to break up the
movement of the veterans under the pretext of the
necessity to fight ‘in general” in favor of unemploy-

ment relief; not to develop and strengthen this mass -

movernent by connecting it up with the unemployed

movement, but to demoralize. compromise and disrupt

it” {Communist International, Sept. 2, 1932},
Correct Peth Ahead

The correct path [cinted out by the Comintern in

1932 is =til! "}1 today—to take up the just struggles
of veterans ... build them broader and deeper; not to
turn our harn the needs and demands of the messes,
but to lead struggle and unfold anti-Imperialist,
anti-system consciousness sround thet, '
Much work remains to be done in developing a con-
crete program for 3 revolutionary multinational veterans
movement, building that struggle, and exposing and iso-
ating reformist and right-wing elements, This will be

- accomplished o the besis of concrete struggles such as
“the nationa! campaign and demonstration called. by

VVAWAYSD for duty 14 in Washington, 0.C, We
join with other revolutionary organizations and forces
in fully supporting this demonstration and its five de-
mands:
UNIVERSAL UNCONDITIONAL AMNESTY FOR
ALL WAR RESISTERS! '
IMPLEMENT THE AGREEMENTS/END ALL AID
TO THIEU AND LON NOLI
A SINGLE-TYPE DISCHARGE FOR ALL VETS!?
KICK HIXON OUT!
DECENT BENEFITS FOR ALL VETS!
This deronstration paints the way forward for
linking up the veterans movement with the progressive,

anti-imperialist and revolutionary forces throughout

the country, while at the same time speaking and

fighting for the immediate needs of all vete. @B

To build ar anti-imperislist veterans movement, we must unfeold its program
around the needs and demands of vets apd the advanced consciousness they
geined fighting egainst the bress end the war.
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Vet Blasts

I am just writing in order 1o say a few words a-
tout how Nixon & Co. are speeding up the propagan-
da machinery around the returning of the P.Q.W."s.
As a Vietnam veteran, it turns my stomach to the
point of vomiting the incredible way they are trying
to drum up patriotism and put “glory” back into the
U.S. aggression in Vietnam,

American people are supposed 1o forget the My
Lai massacre, the napalm-burned children, and B-52
cratersd landscapes where rice paddies used 10 be. We
are also supposed 1o forget the 45,000 to 50,0600 Am-
erican working class sons and brothers who died so
that Vietnam might be made safe for U.S. capital in-
vestment and exploitation. .

Now Nixon has his peace with “honor™ {it makes
no difference that basically the same peace ptan could
have been had a couple of years ago} and the “"heroes’”
are coming home.

But who are Nixon's “heroes?”” Who are these
£.0.W.s? Ninety percent of these P.OW."'s are offi-
cers and pilots. And as such they have been and wilt
temain the privileged aristocracy of the armed forces.

And what about the average American G.1. 7
Why isn’t Nixon holding him up, too, as an example
of taithful patriotism ? Because the average G.1. has
learned with his own experience the raotten nature of
the Vietnam war.

At the age of 17, | went into the army in 1965.
Believing in the lie that we stood for freedom and de-
macracy of the Vietnamese people, | was eager for
duty in Vietnam.

A}

Use of POW's

But soon after | got 1o Vietnam my head was
turned around. The first thing that struck me was the
tremendous poverty of the people, where old men beg
ged on the streets and little boys sold anything from

“their older sister to American insignia patches.

1t seemed that the Vietnamese people had a dual
poticy for the American soldiers. in the cities they only
wanted our money, and in the villages they would wel-
come us by setting ambushes,

| learned to respect the fighting ability and the
determination 1o win of the Viet Cong soldier. in com-
parison, the Saigon army lacked all enthusiasm in the
war and was content to let the Americans handle it a-
lgne.

At first | was confused by their attitude. {f they
betieved in freedom and democracy why wouldn’t they
fight? Eventually | becarme aware that the Saigon gov-
ernment was looked upon as a corfupt dictatorship
and the majority of the Vietnamese people actively
supparted or at least sympathized with the Viet Cong.

But at that time | really didn’t care. | just want-
ed 10 get out of Vietnam. Near the end of my schedul-
ed tour { was \}wounded, sent home, and eventually dis-
charged. ’

| thought that Vietnam was 1o be a half-forgot-
ten part of my past, but it wasn’t. After attending a
junior college for a year in my home town, | slowly
started going to anti-war demonstrations.

tn my mind at the time, an anti-war protestor
was a long-haired hippie type who opposed the war be-
cause of a general philosophy of pacifism and non-vio-
lence. | opposed the war for a different reason.

My own experiencgsshowed me that the war

31's learned from their own experience the corrupt, aggressive nature of the Vietnam war.
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ed 10 save American Iwes by gettmg At these de-
monstrations | was drawn to the ant i-imperiatist con-
tingents aut of curiosity and the now: f seeing
Viet Cong flags and red banners.

My curaouslty turned into serious mterest when
Marxist-Leninist people that { met began 1o explain
their views as to the real nature of the war. What they
had to say made sense to me.

| began to undefstand not only the war but also
my whols life. Everything fell into piace; Of why my
family was poor because of being working class, and
also how we were kept at the very bottom of the bar-
ref by the fact that we were part of a national minor-
ity. And of how the same rich imperialist gangsters
that exploited and oppressed my family and many,
many other people like us, had conned me into doing
their dirty work in Vietnam.

Now Nixon is using the same tricks that were
‘used before, Captains, colonels and majors are made
out to be the average All-American “G.1. Joe.” The
real masses of American veterans are forgotten and
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: Ly twiwar by leav-
ing the coou#d!“dr }de out ta be criminals who

must pay the price” for Yheir actions,

But the real inals are Nixon and his imper-

"ialist backers who h@%e committed foul, savage crimes

on both the Viethamese and the American people. The
Vietnamesé have been standing up to this and leading
the way in making these gangsters pay for their bloody

“deeds.

Many American people have learned from this
struggle. They have {earned that within the United
States the real heroes are not Nixon's colonels and maj:
ors but these who dared to forge solidarity with the
Vietnamese—students who began the protest marches
and thousands of workers and third world people who
joined in and made the movement powerful,

The real heroes in the United States, Vietnam,

‘and throughout the world.are the millions of people
-who are tired of oppression and are determined not 1o

take any mMoe.

—A Vietnam Vet

Vets: Yesferday and Today

Key Force Against
Imperialism

June, 1932—They came marching by the hun-
dreds and thousands from every part of the country,
By the end of June there were at least 25,000 in and
around Washington, D.C.- 25,000 World War | veter-.
ans, veterans’ wives and children, They had marched,
ridden the rails, and come by any means of transpor-

“tatioh fhev could to demand the “bonus” promised
to ervicernen by Congress in 1923,

The “bonus,” really their more-than-earned ad-
justed fervice pay, was to be paid in 1945, But in 1932
it was the heart of the depression. Millions out of work
and desperate for a way to feed their families--feed
themseives--find a way to live from one day to the
next. Their mortgaged homes had been lost, savmgs
wiped out.

Many of these unemployed millions were veter-
ans whio Wad fought in the imperiatists’. world-wide wat
and seen hundreds of thousands of their working class
brothers die for a cause that was not theirs, They had
been asked to make the greatest sacrifice--their lives--
to “defend democracy”. Now they were being forced
to live like animals.

World War I vets used any transpor-
tation they could find to get to Wash-
ington.
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The veterans summed up the way they gait with
slogans: “We fought for Democracy—What e
Get?” “Heroes in 1917—Bums in 1932, And they

came 10 Washington to demand their “bonus’ siow,
when they needed it most.

Massive Turnout

The call Tor the national march to Washington
was made by an ex-servicemen’s organization, with
Comrmunists among the leadership. The Communist
Party, then a fighting force in the workers' interests,
gave full backing to the vets’ demands and support-
ed the march, while the sell out A.F, of L. leadership
opposed it, The call hit the hearts and nee s of vets
everywhere, and many unorganized groups joined
the organized forces in a massive camp-aut in the
capital, building shantytowns to live in while they
presented their grievances.

Many Black workers participated and the unity
and determination of the bonus marchers made the
government and press see “red” all over the place.
More than half of those who had come in June were
still solidly encamped at the end of July; they were
determined their demands be met. So President Hoo-
ver called on General Douglas MacArthur, aided by
Major Dwight D. Eisenhower, to get rid of this em-
barrassing indictment of capitalism.

On Juty 28 the Army moved in. An l-week-old
baby died from the tear gas, 1wo unarmed vets were
killed, scores were wounded (including women and
children} , and the vets’ tents and shacks were burned
to the ground.

MacArthur 10ld the press later that delayed mili-

tary action might have “threatened the institutions of
our country’ and led 10 “insurgency and insurrection.”
The men had become “a bad looking mob animated by
the spirit of revolution,” he added.

Same Old Story

Today things are not yet as bad as they were in the
1930"s for most working people--aithough it's tough
enough 1o live today and getting tougher all the time.
" But the Vietnam vets, the ones who were forced 10 do
mast of the dirty work and 1o make the real sacrifices

7 RUSHIO DOWN TO WILCOMI TOU BACKY -

~-not the super-privilege. %W officers and pilots
who are being given the dollar treatment today
-find themselves facing the Tul! contradictions of the
capitalist system-just as the vets in ‘32 did. Home
from a war fought to “‘preserve democracy™ only to

“face long unemployment lines, empty government

promises, and in the case of third world vets, discrim-
ination and racist oppressicn,

Half a million vets unemployed, inadequate med- -
ical care and long waits for treatment, a G Bill that
doesn’t begin to meet the costs of going to school and
living at the same time,

It's even worse for Third World vets, The unem-
ployment rate for Vietnam vets is twice that for Amer-
icans in general; for Third World vets the rate is three
times the average rate,

*Bad" discharges—many given for resisting the
Army and the war—are keeping many from getting
their deserved VA and unemployment benefits, medi-
cal care and tuition payments..

Vets stood at the forefront of
protest when Nixon bombed Haiphong.

Maedical Cutbacks

And it will be even worse if Nixon's budget cuts
get through Congress this month. Along with day care
and other health and welfare cutbacks, there’s a whale
series of slashes in medical care that are aimed right at
the Vietnam vets, the ones who need the mos: medi-
cal care right now: big decreases in funds for medical
employees {doctors, nurses, etc.) at VA hospitals, VA
connected medical research and hospital construction.

In addition, the budget includes a cut in disabil-
ity payments of $160 million, This means, for example,
that a vet who has lost a leg will get $169 less each
month, Also, cuts in vocwi'raining programs will
hit vets hard; vets make up 38% of those in one of the
programs scheduled to get the axe.

The Vietnam vets have been a big pain for Nixon
and the rest of the ruling ¢lass. Nothing gives the iie
more to the government’s claim that the U.5. has a-
chieved “peace with honor™ than the Gls who have
come back from Southeast Asia and tell the truth. Now
Nixon & Co. are trying to blackmail them into shutting
up, or keep them high on drugs or demoralize them so

Jheylt stay out of the struggle.

But more and more Vietnam vets are resisting—
fighting back on all levels—speaking out against con-
tinued U.S. aggression abroad as well as against the at-
tacks on all working and oppressed people in the U.S,
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tmportant Role in Stee 40
Just as the ""Bonus Army” vets !re an import-

ant part of the general fight ageinst depression condi-

tions in 1932 and helped inspire millions of other Am-

ericans to continue to buiid the struggle, so the Viet-
nam vets have been and are an important part of the
growing united front against U.S, imperiafism,

Because of their experience in Southesst Asia,
seeing U.S. imperialism in all its viciousness, and, at
the same time, seeing its exposure and defeat by the
Vietnamese, Laotian and Cambodian peoples, the Viet:
narh vets have great potential 1o grasp the connection
between imperialism abroad and conditions at home,
and the need to build a movement that will contribute
to its final overthrow,

Many vets have already taken 1hus position, and
many more are sure Lo, as the veterans’ movement
brings together vets to fight for their own econ-
omic needs and rights, and links their struggle with the
growing U.S. working class and oppressed peoples’
movements and the anti-imperialist movemens as a
whole. i
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TNAM VETERANS €3
A NST. THE WARN

Support for the Just struggle of
their former "enemy" shows the leap
in consciousness many vets made in
recent years.

Vets Use "Their Day”

To Attack G

Nixon declared March 29 1 be “Vietnam Veterans
Day" in an effort 10 cover o2f Vietnam vets’ tremen:
dous problems with the flag ©f patriotism. But the
vets didn‘t go for it, turnig what was supposed to
be a celebration of the sjovernment’s “‘concern’” into
a militant demonstraton against the government,
and showing the ver’ determination to fight for
what they need,

March 29 sawOver a dozen sit-ing and other spirited
aciions by the Jietnam Veterans Against the War/Win-
ter Soldier Oyenization (VVAW/WSO) and other vet-
erans’ grours. The government was unable to head oft
what it wzned about in 3 memo sent out to all region-
al Vetera1s Administration offices: “"Some informa-
1ion wa received 1o the effect that the Vietnam Vet-
erans Against the War/Winter Volunteers Organization
{sic)and similar organizations may demonstrate at
v rhospitals and regional offices...Confrontations may
ocur.”

Angry veterans demanding jobs, more benefits, bet.
ter medical care, an end to bad discharges, universal
and unconditional amnesty and a total end 10 .S,
aggression in Indochina proved the VA's worst fears
had a strong foundation,

overnmen

Actions in Many Cities

There were actions in New York City, Milwaukee,
St. Louis, Denver, Miami, Chicago, Washington, D.C.,
Santa Cruz, Santa Barbara, San Jose and Yorba Lir.
da, Calif. Another protest took place in February in
Los Angeles,

In New York, 60 vets led by VVAW/WSO marched
from the VA office 1o the veterans’ unemployment
center and back to demand jobs, exposing the fact

-that many vets are unemployed because of bad dis-
charges they got for resisting U.S. aggression in Viet-
fnam, Then they marched into the VA Regional Of-
fice-and denanded to see the administrator, who
didn’t snswer their questions and pleaded that he
was “‘only one of 260,000" employees! :

Fifty-five VVAW/WSO members in Milwaukee
showed what they thought “Vietnam Veterans' Day"
was all about by picketing in front of the Woods
Veterans Hospital, joined by some of the haspital's
patients. Other vets inside who were too ill 10 come
out showed their solidarity with the action by taising
clenched fists,

As the pickets marched outside. two dozen VVAW/
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WSO members seized the head admir™  ator's office
and held it for six hours. The organii_gon's previous
extensive investigation of conditions le hospital
showed that the VA had been lying ‘"four times every
15 minutes,”” and that conditions there were terrible.
The evidence included written statements from patients
and a taped interview with a hospital administrator
made by 2 VVAW/WSO member while he was a pat-
ient,

This was the fourth Milwaukee VVAW/WSO action
in the last six months, and each one has gained increas-
ing support and participation from veterans and the
anti-impertalist movement as a whole.

Felse Promises, More Actions

Two days after these nation-wide actions, Nixon
announced he was setting up a new “council” to
“study the problem.’” But as the ruling class goes
through the motions of pretending to solve a prob-
lem they in fact cannot solve, the veterans movement
is stepping up its activities, For example, VVAW/
WSO is building for 2 national demonstration July
1-4 in Washington, D.C. to demand amnesty, a single
elass of discharges for all vets, U.S. implementation
of the Indochina pesce agreements, and ending all
aid to Thieu and Lon Noi, decent benefits for alf vets,
and Kick Nixon Qut! & '

Vets in April 1971 returned their medals and other possessions "won" in Vietnam to the Senate.
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Veterans' bitterness can become a
tinely honed sword to turn on the
imperialists.
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