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The workers of Eldon Gezr & Axle Plant have a glorious and militant
history., Of course, workers history is not something you study in
school, so we've decided to put together our memories and the memories
of other workers to present this--a series of leaflets about Eldon's
history. 5 2y .

Eldon has a vital role in Chrysler's manufacturing process, since
it is almost the sole supply of gears and axles for the entire company.
It was the key role of Eldon that gave the historic wildcat strike of

1969 even greater significance.
Jhat led to the st-ike?

During the 60's, the workforce at Eldon substantially changed with
the hiring of a large number of black workers. Chrysler became even more
repressive and in 1966 instituted new, blatantly chauvinist policies
like segregated eating facilities for supervisory and production workers.

“lorkers organize

5 At the same time, black workers were organizing to combat the oppres-
sion and unequal treatment they faced. All over the city, RUM groups
ERevolutionary Union iiovement) were formed, and the Eldon Avenue group
ELRUM) was among Detroit's finest.

WILDCATI

In 1969, a wildcat strike jumpcd off. The strike was led by the
ELRUM oup and the demands were: more black union representation, more
black Foremen and upgrading on jobs.

At first the company tried to break the strike. Chrysler called on
ite lackeys in the courts and an injunction was anted which prohibited
Gcneraltgaker fromtcxcn approac%%ﬁg thﬁ plant ga %s. hGeneralthaker was
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Effcqts of the strike

. The wildéat had a tremendous influcnce, especially since it was the
first strikc-ealled in protest of discrimination. The fight forced the
company and the union to respond by hiring more black forcmen and allow-
ing blacks into thc union burcaucracy. The losses were severc, though.
02 workers werc fired, and although all but two were cventually rein-
stated, they all 1ost at least six months wages.

The strike did have a valuable cdaucational role, too. The workers
at Eldon and all over the city learned a great deal about the company,
the union, the courts, and about cach other. They lecarned that it is
only through the workers' unity that progressive change occurs, and not
company promiscs.

The Communist Labor Party is formed

Another effect was that the 1969 wildcat was one of a series’ of
cvents which changed the rcvolutionary movement in Detroit and led to
the formation of a rcvolutionary Party--the Communist Labor Party. Iliany
of the RUM organizers are now members of the CLP, including General
Baker. The Communist Labor Party is tied in cvery way to the struggles
of the workers at Eldon and all over the city.

That is why we comc to Eldon cvery other Tuesday to pass out leaf-
lets and scll The People's Tribune. The Pcople's Tribune is alive with
storics of the strugglcs of working pcoplc in Detroit and all over the
world. It explains Thc capitalist systcm we live undcer and cducates us
in. the.strnggle for a teti y Iife £ socialism,
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The pages of the Red Gear and Axle are open to all workers at Eldon
Gear & Axle. Ue want your help in writing about your proud history

or present struggles around health and safety conditions in your area,
management harassament or any other ideas you want to put out..

You do not have to agree with us to write. We will print letters that
cxpress and honest opinion no matter how much they disagree with the
position of the Red Gear & Axle. lrite to Red Gear and Axle/ 16525
Hamilton, Highland Park, liichigan.
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In.1969, working class unity was cxpressced by the Eldon strikers
and their supporters. In 1977, unity of the working class takes on a
national character as all cyes arc focuscd on the Texas Farmworkers
Union and their strugglc to rcpeal Scction 14-b of the Taft~Hartlcy Act.
Scction 14-b is the law which allows statcs to pass "Right-to-Work” laws
which deny workers the benefits of union represcntation and forces them
to work for low wagecs in terrible conditions.

As thc number of "Right-to-Work" statcs has swelled to 20, literally
thousands of Northcrn workers have lost their jobs 2s their shops "ran
away" to the South and Southwest.

What about Eldon?

Eldon workers arc in a particularly prccarious position. A kcy shop
with a history of militancy--Chrysler officials would love to have a
plant somcwherce with Southern workers grinding out gears and axlecs for
minimum wage with plenty of involuntary overtime in ‘casc of a strike at
Eldon. Or, thcy could do away with Eldon all togcther.

The Tcexas Farmworkcrs Union

The Texas Farmworkers Union is marching from Tcxas through the
South , up to Washington D.C. this summer on a "lHarch for Human Rights."
The march is to publicize their causc and rally support. They arc dc-
manding an Agricultural Labor Rclations Baard to bc sct up to dcal with
disputcs betwecen farmworkers unions and growers in much the samc way as
the NLRB acts for industrial workers.,

They arc also demanding, as previously stated, rcepeal of Section
14-b, to aid them in unionizing farmworkers, to save Northern jobs, and
to guarantcc deccent wages and working conditions for Southern workers.

What we can do

The TFW nceds our support. Stop and siﬁn the pctition which teclls
President Carter (who was sent to the UWhite Housc b{ organizcd labor)
to %ct on thc ball with labor lecgislation; cspeccially the repcal of 14-b,
Or take a petition yoursclf and_get it filled out,

They need moncy and medical_supplics to continuc the_march, and
rcsolutions of support of union locals, churches, block clubs, cte,

In 1977, unity of thc working class mcans support for the Tecxas
Farmworkers Union in their fight against "Right-to-lork."

Send donations, rcsolutions of support, ctc. to:

TFW Support Committec )
Dctroit Equal Rights Council
8576 liark Twain

Detroit MI ,
SUBSCRIBE Now'

"Without a PARTY of its own, the working class has nothing.
BUILD THE PARTY JOIN THE COMIIUNIST LABOR PARTY

Subscribe to the People's Tribune, the
political voicc of the Communist Labor Party.,
, Publishcd cvery two weceks.

Name |
Address
City State 21ip
| ?5 Hand delivered
IJ $6 liailed

For morc information about the Communist
Labor Party or thec Pecople's Tribunc write:

P.0.Box 783 Linwood Station
Detroit, liichigan 48206
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