SEIZE THE TIME

On Organizafion in the
Revolutionary Movement

Since 1971 the revolutionary move-
ment has been unsuccessful in organizing
Lhe mg &e movement, Even though this coun-
try's economic and political life is in a
shambles, even though mass consciousness
has never been higher and even though
the spontaneous mass wmovement is agailn
building rapidly, mass organizing by re-
volutionaries has been sporadic and un-
coordinated. When there is successful ors
ganizing, it is confined to local areas
such as a city. The one example of large
scale nationwide organizing has been the
African Liberation Day organizing, But
after two years, the work is going dowm-
Liill, The west coast Bay area, which had
the largest rally last year, is no longer
recognized by the national committee, Na=-
tional leadership is being fought over by
reactionary and petty bourgeots natlonal-
ists, and the day-to-day struggle of Afri-
can people inside the U,S, was not inte-
grally connected with the year round or-
ganizing work being done,

Several problems have contributed to
the lack of successful organizing:

1 TLocalism - the mentality of not look-
ing beyond one's own srea for 1deas and/

or assigning unique prominence to the im-
portance of one's local area and beliefs.
i Defeatism - losing confidence in the
masses and the revolutionary movement, ta-
king the short view and not the long view,
3. Unsystematic and unprofessional pro-
paganda among the masses and the vanguard,
Also propaganda work being done is so hard
to read and sloppy that people do not want
to read it.

In the past few years, the most or-
ganlzed and sustained element of the re-
volutionary movement hag heen Lhe milia
tary aspect. Tlowever, the military work
has sutffered mostly from lack aof commee-
tion with the mass movement, This has
wainly been the fault of the above ground
arganizations - most of which consider
the military forcee to be completaly di-
vorced from the revolutionary movement,

This has caused them in some cases
to actually repudiate the militaryv forces
of the movement, In other cases, the a-
bove ground organizations do not openly
repudiate the military forces but do not
do any propaganda or organizing among the
masses to explain the necessity for wmili-
tary action, Thege are reactionary atti-
tudes as Chairman Mao teaches, "without
the people's army the people have mothing!

On the other hand, the military for-
ces themselves have not emphasized propa-
ganda work anywhere as mnch 48 nNecessary,
In some cases isolation from the masses
has caused our military forces to make
severe political miatakes in the selec-
tion of actions, The killing of Marcus
Fogter is a good example of a military
action that more retarded the movement
than moved it forward, Although the evi-
dence overwhelmlngly suggests that Marcus
Foster was a pig agent, he was not a re=
cognized enemy of his people. Propaganda
work améng the masses was not done either
before or after to show the masses the
necessity of his death, There were undoubt-
edly other targete that were mueh elearer
in the minds of the people for assasina=
tion, This one inclident tainted in the
eyes of many of the masses the SIA's la-
ter corageocus and revolutlomary actions.
Our comradee in the Popular Fronmt for the
Liberation of Palestine have learned that
military actiona that cause any confueion
in the minda of the people wust not he
taken. Military actions must clarify the
struggle. Tf the masses are confused by
military as¢tions taken by revelutionaries,
the peeple will net be willing te provide
the guerrilléas with shelter end help. As
Chairman Mac teachesa guerrilla wust be
able to go among the people "1ike a fish
awimg in the sea." Lastly, all elements
of the vanguerd of the movement also suf-
fer from ocasgional but fatal overconfi-
dence, sioppiness and a lack of right in
ternal security,

Consequently the revolutionary move-
ment is faced with a situation where the
aboveground organizations are not Suc-
ceeding in organizing the wesses and the
military forces are suffering sericus
losses due to isolation from the masses
and slack security and executiom. It is
clear from the actiong of thes BLA Wes thee
underground and the SLA that the foco
theory can be applied to the urban june
gles of the U, 5,4, The successful armed
actions of the BIA, S5LA and Native Ameri-
cans have moved the revolution forward
and in themselves raised the conscious-
ness of the people. The hattle of Hew Or-
leans showed that & very small number of
trained revelutionaries can confound the
military might of the state. The Hearst
kidnapping showed the potential of armed
aetion connected with a mass people's po-
litical demand, The Wattle of Woundad
Knee showed the connection between the
Third World masses demand for self-deter-
mination and land and the mass armed
struggle by all those who support those
just demands,

However , armed action by itselfl can-
not organice the massesa of people into
the sustained revolutionary activity ne-
cessary for liberation. It is also clear
that military forces cannot even long
exist without the protection of an active
revolutionary mass movement. Mao sums up
by saying,"The revolutionary war is a wer
of the masses. It can be waged only by

mobiliging the masses and relying on them'
the experience of the
the RMA and

On the other hand,
BPP, the Crusade for Justice,
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ON SELF-DEFENSE
Build the Militia!

Ten year old Clifford Glover's mur-
derer, NY policeman Thomas Shea, was
found innocent and is again free to com-
mit wurder. Black 17 year old Brandon
Gihson was murdered June 22 by a nigger
pig in Atlanta, All community people wit-
nessing the murder stated that Brandon
was unarmed. In the feaceful civil rights
protest on the following Wednesday, Atlan-
ta police SWAT squad members rode their
horses over little girl children while
beating their mothers bloody. Twenty-three
Black people have been murdered by Atlan-
ta police in the last 17 months,

The murderer of 12 year old Chicano,
Santo Rodriguesz, pot a mere flve years,
The only reasen why this pig went to jail
was that Chicano and Black people in Dal-
las took to the strests in violenmt pra-
test, The police pig had stuck a gun to
the ehild's head and fired. He thought
that the gun, his service revolver, "was
unloaded,"”

You'll find that the vast majority
of the people shot at or beat up are poor,
Third World people, and that the police
are rarely disciplined for murdering a
poor person. This kind of "accidental”,
and "justifiable" homocide that happens
in poor coumunities, never happens in
rich communities.

It isn't that rich people don't
break the law, it's that they control the
police who supposedly enforce the law.
If, instead of the bugineaeman, the peo-
ple controlled the police, the real crim-
inals would have been brought to trial
long ago, The criminals who carried out a
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the anti-war movement shows that mags ore
ganizations cannot exist without 2 peo=-
ple's military force to defend it. Qur
Palestinian and Latin American comrades
correctly point out that a mase movementi
divorced from illegal work will invaria-
bly be destroyed or turn toward reformist
goals.

Presently we can see that in thedis
lectic between mass organizing and milita-
ry work it is now key that the mass work
must move forward. Over the past few
vears the work of our armed comrades has ta-
ken a gualitative leap both in implemen-
tation and politcal substance, However

Cont.on Pg-4

In 1959 members of the Black community
defend NAACP's Dr. Perry from EEE attacks
in Monroe, North Carolina,

Strong Marxist na-
tionalist parties
must be forged to
lead the revolution-
ary masses, The BPP
was the strongest
of the early nation-
wide revelutionary
nationalist cadre
organizations.

policy of genocide azainst the Vietnamese
and Native Americans, the criminals who
keep millions in subsistence conditions
worldwide for the sake of their vast pro-
fit. We can not expect the police, the
pald agents of these businesswen, Lo serve
us,

The murder of our youth such as 14
vear eld Tyrone Guyton in Oakland, 15 year
old Greg White in East Palo Alto, Califor-
nia, and 10 year old Clifford Glover in
N¥ shows us the need for self-defense.
The wurder of our leaders such as Malcolm,
Martin, and Fred Hampton shows us the need
for armed and organized self-defense, The
vigilante actions of Nazis, the KKK, etc.
in Ban Trancisco, Indiana, Denver, Cairo
and Newark alsc show us the need to build
a militia for selfa=defense.

Theae self-defanse organizations
wmust invelve the whole community, It is
every opproosed person's reeponsibility
to protect his/her neighbors and neigh-
borhood, We Chicanos, Blacks, Bericuas,
and a1l oppressed people have reacted vi-
olently to these crimes, Thig ig good and
necessary, Murderers(pushers, pimps, mad-
dog pigs) should be punished and the crim
inal establishment must know that the
people will not quietly watch the murder
of their own, But the tl e for reacting
to the murder of our people must end. We
mwust move to the time that we prevent
these atrocities by patrolling and con-
trolling the atreets of our communities.

In this society, successful indivi-

dual self-defense completely depends on

comrmunity gupport. It 1g vital that peo-
ple Insist on their right to be present

when the police are at the house on the

Cont. to Pg. 9
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without & corresponding leap in mass or-
genizing the revolutionary movement can-
not go anywhere but backwards. The ques-
tion than becomes what will move revelu-
tionary mass organizing forward at this
time,

There scems to be two main responses
to this quesLion, On the gone hand we hear
the call for building revolutionary naton-
al united fronts. On the other hand we
hear the call for building a genuinely
Marxist-Leninist revelutionary party, (Of
course it is not that simple, There are
two lines on how Lo build a revolutionary
party.) The cowrades who call for the re-
voluticnary national united fronts cor-
rectiy point out rhe following!

E, That the vanguard of the revelution-
ary movement are the Third World masses,
fiorrespondingly the nost developed revo-
Tarionary cadre are on the whole Third
lorld.
2, That the struggle of the vanguard
masses le a struggle against national
oprreasion and working class oppression.
The Third World masses are overwhelmingly
working class and, in fact, mostly prole=-
tarian,
5o Therefore the struggle of the van-
guard magses is a struggle for national
liberation and proletarian revolution, The
just demands of the Third World masses
are for self-determination, land and so-
cialism,
4. That in order to satisfy either na-
tional liberation or proletarian revolue
tion, the first step must be the destruc-
tion of US imperialism{monopoly capital-
ism) .
B That the history of the US and the
world revolution shows rhat in struggles
of national liberation, the primary form
of ifnvolving the masses in revolution are
Fronts for Natienal Tiberation,
6, That the history of the world revo-
lution also shows us that these fronts
must be led by an alliance of rhe working
class and poor people.(In America, Marxst
1italier degenararion hag proceaded to
such 8 degree that large mmbers of the
proletarian snd the working class are no
longer employed and have become members
of the reserve unemployed army. It is un-
Marxist to deny that this 1s a very revo=
lutionary class. HMarx himself said that
this ig the most revolutionary class be-
cause they have the least to lose in re-
volutionary struggle, They ghould not be
confused with the parasitic luwpen class
of big-time pushers, pimps, ripoff artists
and other lumpen whom comrades in the Con-
go and China describe As beingz good fights
ers but often shaky loyalty.)

{in rthe other lLiand, sevaral of our

comrades are equally correct iu calling

for the hni]ding of a3 new Leninisgt fightn
ing party. They point to these points:
1 That in every successful revolution-

ary struggle, a scientific combat party
with iron diseipline has been the general
staff that has led the revolution to vic-
tary.
it That the experilence of the Blaek Pan-
ther Party shows the potential of what a
Leninist combat party closely connected
with the masses can accomplish in America.
3. Thar only a party of this type can
success fully combine legal and illegal
work over the long run, in such a way to
maximize the effects of both,
4, That national liberation struggles
and national united fronts have been led
by disciplined, scientific combat parties,
5. And that sueh & party(ies) 1s needed
to coordinate ag many of the revolutionary
forces as possible so that American impers=
ialigm ¢an be destreved,

Unfortunately, most of the discus-

giong on how to move revolubionary organs
iging forward have discussed Lhese Lw
forms of organizarion as an eithor one or

the other proposition, Most discussclong
have been extremely ndrrow-minded. Many
revolutionaries deny Lhe application ol
revolutionary scvience outside of Lhe
classical Russian and chinese works, Orh-
ers let racism fog their discussions, It
must he re-ewphasized that revelutionary
Beience did not stop developing in Yenan
(and the Chinese would be among the first
to agree to this') Conditions at home and
domestic history are always the primary
congiderations in formulating any revolu-

i *
tivnary stratepgy, Chalrman Mao's firm
principle is that we must consider all
revolutionary experiences and assimilate
the useful and reject the rest in accor-
dance with the conditions at home and our
own histeory,

In formulating a strategy on how to
move mass work forward the three elements
that we must consider are the present do-
mestic conditions, the history of this
country(especially of, the progressive and
revolutionary movements) and the experi-
ence of our comrades internaticnally that
have the mogt relevance to our Situation.

I'resently the spontaneous movement
is rapidly growing and mass consciousness
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among all sepments of the populance has
never been higher. In the Third World com-
munities this 1s due to increasingly vio=-
lent economic, politcal and police repres-
sion, conaistent organizing by revolution-
aries for Llie past decade, and a long rram-
dition of constant resistance to imperial-
ist/racist oppression. Tn the white work-
ing communities this new consclouanesa is
not as high as that in the Third World
communities, but much higher than it has
been since the thirties, This is due to
the sconomic and political shambles that
the Nizon regime has brought on. However
the ideology of racism is still wvery
strong among the white maggog and polsons
serious attempts to organize their potens-
tial into a revolutionary instead of a
fascist force.

The Third World revelutionary move=-
ment, despite being disorgenized above
gronnd and suffering intense repression
underground, is still effectively organ-
lzing local areas and executing sporadie
but effective armed activity. Third World
revolutlonary cadre are still working at
gome level in many communities, and new
attempts at are bejnb made to move work
to a moro organized and higher level.
individual cadre
are founded in the basic princlples of
revolutionary geience and in many cases
have the experience of revolutionary prac
tice to draw upon. The situation among
white revalutionaries is not nearly as
favorable. Most predominately white organ-
izations are thoreoughly pervaded by revi-
sionism, opportumism and racism. The Wea-
ther Underground and YAWF seem to he the
only large organizations that have been
struggling along anti-racisl, anti-fascist
lines for any sustained period. However
few organizations are doing consistent
organizing in white working communities
against fascism, racism, capitalism, in
support of sealf-determination and armed
struggle, for proletarian revolution, The
Few principled white above ground cadre
ore usually scattered and do their work
ln support of either the prisen movement
or the national 1iberation struggles and
nol In organizing their own communities.
The experience of third world cadre in
many #o¢-called multinational organizations
ig that the white cadre are usually more
concerned with organizing thivrd world com-
nunities. When organiszing in whits commu-
nities 18 done, it is usuvally along re-
formigt and/or petty bourgeais lines.

The history of the revolutionary or=
ganizing during reconstruction, the thir-
ties and the late sixties also show that
when third world cadre are not organized
along national lines, the interests of the
various national struggles are submerged

While disorganized, many
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to some abstract conception of "working
class unity". Recent history does show,
especially the experience of the BPP and
DRUM, that when revoluticonmary cadre are
organized along nationalist lines under
Marxiast principles an cxtremely strong
and broad alliance of the working class
is possible, Concrete multinational strug-
gles and organizational alliance were a-
chieved.

On the other hand, third world cadre
who became members of mnltiracial organi=-
zations had very different experiences,
While these organizations called themsel-
ves multinational, they were not organi-
zed as alliances between mations for the
sake of national liberation and socialist
revolution, (Multinational usually is de~-
fined as white with some other nationali=
ty, not between Lwo or more third world
nationalities.) In these orpanizations,
{Venceremos, Revolutionary Union), much
time was spent explaining '"multinational-
Lgm" and not so much on other vital quea-
Lions of revolution,

ILastly but impeortantly, onr the other
side of the dialectic we see that much
very good military work, working class
organizing and some propaganda work has
been done by multinational groupa{through
organizational alliances or actual multi-
national squads), Willingness to work with
other nationalities seems to be a crucial
aspect to these three forms of work. Na-
tionalist organizations which are unwill-
ing to form alliances are quickly isola-
ted and rapidly destroyed by the atate.

What is needed are organizational
forms that safeguard the needs and wishes
of the Third World national struggles
while at the same time being able to co-

ordinate _on tha hrosdest possible scale
the revolutionary forces necegeary to de-

stroy U,5, imperialism, This complicated
problem is the key to auccessful revolu-
tionary struggle in the US. The ideology
of racism and the eonsequential backward-
neas of the white masses and most white
revolutionarices make this question the
most difficult in the world, But the ex-
perience of our Indochinese, Tatin Ameri-
can and Pzlestinian comrades, while not
providing any easy solutions to our spe-
cific problems, do suggest sowme posgible
directions and examples to the problems
of party and united front building in the
U.S. We must abandon our subjectivity and
dogmatism and study these examuples care=-
fully,

Our Palestinian comrades' struggle
has developed in a way similar to the po-
tential of one wing(the underground) of
our revolutionary movement. They have de-
veloped liberation fronts(the best known
are the Popular Front for the Liberation
of Palestine and the Democratic Front for
the Liberation of Palestine, a splinter
of the PFLP). The frents have attempted
to combine mass action with disciplined
and militant activity. This has been the
Popular Front's strategy for the past few
years, In their recent report from their
national congress(see this issue) in the
spirit of self-eriticism they say that
thev absolutely need to build a militant
party and pay more attention to masa or-
ganizarions and mass struggle. They also
state that they need to focua their mili-
tary activity more in line with the needs
ol the masses, but they also state that
to eliminate consistent, sustained and
high level military work would be suici-
dal and revisionist. Their conclusion is
to build the party, expand the Front, pay
attention to the needs and struggles of
the masses and continue focused military
work,

Our Indochinese and lLatiu American
comrades' experiences are even more di-
rectly applicable to our situation. In
both cases, various national liberation
struggles have faced a commen ilwmperialist
master. In Indochina, despite the fact
that there were various national libera-
tion struggles and different frounts,
there was one imperialist enemy(France,
Japan and finally the US). The victory &e
gainst the French at Dien Bien Phu wag due
in no small part to the struggle of Laotian
military cadre who tied doym lsrge numbers
of French troops. In the seventies the
joint Indochinecse military command coor-
dinated their struggle in such a way to

Cont, on Page 5
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maximize for the henificial effects of
each fraternal party, National Front, and
military forces on the other two nations.
The defeat of the imperialists in Laos and
Cambodia in the late 60's and early 70's
was due to the close cooperation of the
military forcesot the DRVN, PRG, Khmer
Rouge and Pathet Tao. As imperialism has
entered the last gtape of ito downfall in
Tndochine, the various national fronlsare
formulating policies, while not contra-
dictory, speak to the specific conditions
of the different countries.

The struggles of the Latin American
comrades spegks 1o a similar type of de-
velopment . ITn Bolivio, Urapuay, Chilo and
Argentina(among others), naticnal fronts
were developed in line with Marxist guer-

rilla warfare. nfortunately the combina-
tion ¢f the loecal fasciste and capitalist
in league with he American fascists and
multi-national corporation usually proved
too strong for the local reveluticnary

forces, In Brazil, Chile, Urupuay and Bo-

livia the local armed detachments were de-
stroyed or seriously defeated in their
armed actions. In the spirit of self-cd-

ticism the lLatin American communistsi(non-
revigiongists) analyzed their defeats and
tried to move thelr struggle forward. They
made two basic conclusions. One 18 that
international imperialism in thelr areas
can only he defeated by international
Aarmed geiontific mocialiam, This realisa-
tion has led to the creation of the Latin
American Joint Command. They also realized
that the masses must be more totally in-
volved in revolutionary struggle(after

ma jor defeats the Tupamaros came to this
conclusion relatively early) and that also
a Marxist party of iron discipline was ab-
solutely necessary to the successful wa-
ging of the revolutien, Recently they are
coordinating their wilitary activities,
and they also are striving to build one
Leninier combat party for the region. They
have not abandoncd their national franfa
but are broadening their struggles to max-
imize the struggles nationally and inter-
nationally.

In tha U.5,
Blaecks, Chicanos, Boricuas(Puerto Ricans),
Native Americans are all attempting to
form National Fronts and/or national par-
tics, Asianc are crgenising along revelu-
tionary natlouallist lines in their local
communities, In general, white working

we have a situation where

class communities are unorganized. TW re-
volutionaries feel beoth the need for or-
ganizing their national struggles and co-

ordinating reovolutionary forceg, Whitere-
volutionaries in general(although some de-
finitely recoguize the need for bullding
strong national fronts) are agiteting for
increased coordination between revolution-
ary forces but balk al vrganizing Lheir
own communities(party because the lower
cousciousness in white areas makes organ-
izing a frustrating job). Clearly theThird
World magnea will not follow leadership
that they do not believe will safeguard
their national rights and just as clearly
all revolutionary forces must he coordin-
ated to destroy imperialism,

What we then need is not one organi-
gational form to solve the problemsof or=
ganizing now, but 4 gkillful combination
of two or wore organizational forwe, There
are three organizational forms that, i
flexibly combined, could mowve the organi-
gation of the maesses and the orpganigation
of revolutionaries forwarid. NaLlouoal Tni=
ted Fronts, Leninist Party(ies) and a
council of coordination seem to be the
megst viable crganigatlonal forws avalla-
ble to us now. Propaganda, militarvy work
and workplacc organizing must be coordins
ated for the struggle to succeed. National
ironts are abseolutcly neccagary Lo involve
the broad wasses of the vanguard third
world peoples in revolution. There Lsmuch
confusion about the differences betwaen
types of united fronts and partieg, United
tronts have classically been defined as a
front af different classes inside the na-
tional liberation struggle, so that as
many people as possible participate in
the liberation struggle(it is not the
front of the Revolutionary Union which is
more of a federation). National fronts
are usuglly involved in wilitia work, mass
organizations and national governments(us-
ing Stalin's definition of nation). Pax-
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tles are usually involved in the army,
propaganda work, party organization and
are the main leadership elements of the
front. If the goals are the same, large
ideological differences are permitted in
the united front(the PRG of Vietnam has
Huddhist monks, communists and others),
but the party must have one ideological
line,

leniluist partles are necessary Lo
provide leadership to Lhe national fronts
if they are not to be taken over by bour-
zeois nationalists and reactionary nation-
glists. Leninist parties(y) are also need-
ed o provide leadership to coordinated
work .

Revolution is a process. Organiza-

ot g

tional forms whlch are primary now will
not{cannot) be the primary organizational
forms later. Many comrades are calling
lor the formation of a wultl- racial com-
munist party now. This demand seems Lo:

1, Ignore history which ghows how such
parties betray the third worid masses un-
less 'IW cadre are independently organized,

2. lgnore the masses which are clearly
looking for militant, scientific nation-
alist leadership.

3. Ignore the development of the white
magses and white organizations which, with
notable exceptions, are far behind.

7
4, Tgnores that multinational organiza-

tiona formed artificially without regard
to the development of the struggle usualas
1y do more to hinder the developmental

process than to move it forward,

At this point we must emphasize that
this is merely the summation of the expe-
riences of some Third World Marxist cadres,
This is mot a dogmatiec solutionm to the
problems of organizing, It is only a do-
cument submitted for discussion to Trevolu-
tionary cadre of all nationalities through-
out the countrv, The Communist League and
Black Workers' Congress have made their
peaitions on erganisatlonal foxrms clear.
Ve are cagerly awalting analysis from our
comrades who take George Jackson's analy-
gis of fascism and revolution as the bas-
is or their understanding of organization-
al forwe in the revelution.

What we forsee in the immediate fu-
ture i5 a two-fold process. One side of
development must he organizational. Prac-
tice is primary in the reclation between
knowing and doing., Many questions on or-
ganizing can only be resolved through the
concrete process of organizing the people
and struggling against the state, Revolu-
tionaries of various nationalities must
come together now to discuss the gsituation
in their local areas and in the country
and then put their ideas into practice
organizationally, It ie clear that the
maEs movement cannot move forward unless
the masses are directly invelved in the
revolutionary struggle on a day-to-day
basis. The people will not involve them=
selves unlees they are led by tightly or-
ganized groups of practiced revelutiona-
ries dedicated to protracted struggle.
White cadre in particular need to came
together and discuss how to best organize
white working people to struggle against
fasciam, racism and imperialism and for

socialism, armed struggle and the self-

determinaiion of Third World peoples,

We must avold narrownindedness and
reallge that there is uneven development
can different conditions between differ-
ent geographical areas, Some regions may
be ready for a fully multinational cadre
organization. Some regions may he ready for
a third world cadre organization. In some
regions councils of coordination between
gtrongly moving nationalist strugglesa may
e the priwary organizational form for
gome time, and in many area the national-
igt etrugpgles themselveg need intense wrk,
Howevay, paople throughout the country
need to know the ujupe‘{‘il-n('.’-ﬂ.ﬁ ol others in
building the revelution in general and
cadre organizations in particular, Also
it ig gbgolutely necessary that a coherent
nationwide strategy te build and streng-
then cadre organizationg and mage gtrug-
glas be devieed immediately,.

The other aspect of our task is ide-
ological . There are two major ideological
struggles oceuring within the wevolution-
ary movement at this time. It is our feels
ing that there is very little room for
compromise on ideological struggle. Many
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would join a cadre crganieation and strug-
gle about ideoclogical differences(esp. on
national liberatien and self-determination)
later, This is an incorrect and dangerous
approach to organization. Cadre organiza-
tions are not united fronts! Che said, the
party is 'bersons fused by a community of
ideas who organize themselves,,.) There must
be theoretical unity within the party if
it is to succeed, Mao says,"To lead the
revolution to victory a political party
must depend on the correctness of its own
political line and the solidarity of its
own organization,"

One ideological struggle is around how
to build a party. One line is that it w11
spring from the spontaneous wovewent of
the masses, The other ia that small disc-
plined groups of cadre from the vanguard
of the movement will unite to form a small
but iron organization, The history of the
entire revolutionary world gupports this
view. The parties of China, Russia, Viet=
nam, etc. support this view. One of the
ma jor problems with the BPP and other or-
ganizatlons was that they attempted to
combine the form of a mass organization
with the tasks and responsibilities of a
M-L party, Mass organizations are crucial
and so are united fronts, but they cannot
he confused mentally or practically with
party type formations,

The other major ldeclogical debateis
whether or not the US ig a fascist state
and the consequent form of organizing need-
ed, Those who believe that the US is a de-
mocratic or quasi-democratic state scorn
armed action, emphasize open aboveground
work and focus entirely on parlimentary
forms of struggle, The other side embraces
Jackson's analysis of fascism and assert
that armed, propaganda and party organiza.
tions must develop econcurrently and that
organizing must become more clandestineas
the state becomss more ingecurs, This is
not to say that mase work will not exist!
It only means that reasonable security
procedures are taken to insure the smooth
functioning of the aboveground and propa-
ganda units, Unsurprisingly, those who take
the first view emphasize the entire work-
ing clags struggle and downplay the naton-
al struggles of TW people domestically. The
second gide takes the view that the TW na-
tional struggles are the vanguard of the
overall revolutionary movement, As we said
in the first issue of SEIZE THE TIME, the
entire staff agrees with the second side
of this struggle,

The rewolutionary movement is now
faces with the crucial task of building
the mass movement and revolutionary cadre
organizations, We will only succeed 1if we
firmly grip our ideological and organiza-
tional tragke, don't divorce theory from
practice and realize that practice 1g pni-
mary in the relation between knowing and
doing, There are no easy answers, We sub-
mit this summation to the revolutionary
movement for discussion, We will struggle
to remain undogmatic and call on our com-
rades to do likewise. Come together, talk,
and submit your views to others while you
attempt to put them into practice. We will
try to do the same, Meanwhile let us know
your positions, criticisms and practice so
that we may move our understanding and wak
forward. We must emulate our Vietnamesge com-
rades who say, "Our organization, supervi-
8ion, exchange and summing up of experaces
are gtill weak, This is our shortcomng. Prom
now on we strive to overcome them and the
emulation movement will certsinly bring a-
bout many more and better results. ...

The difference between our force and
the enemy's was so great that there were at
the time people who likened our Resistance
War te a lecust fighting an elephant'.

It was se if things were secen from the
material side, in their actual conditions
and with a narrow mind, We had to oppose
airplanes and cannons with bamboo aticks.
But guided by Marxigm-Leninism our larty
d1d not look only at the preaent but alscat
the future and had firm confidence in the
gpirit and force of the masses, of the naa«
tion, Therefore we resolutely told the wavering
and pessimlistic people that: ™oday the locust
fights the elephant, But tomorrow the eleplent
will be disembowelled.'"

Duild fighting National Fronts

Build the fighting cadre organizatims

Staff of Seize the Time





