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COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA
AND AGITATION

Our ability as Marxist-leninists lo understand what
is propaganda and whal is agitation and to correctly
develop bolh in our practice are extremely impor -
tant in this period. The very creation of our future
party hinges upon this, The formulation “propagan-
da is the chiel form of activity in this period" is
being used by many forces. Amang these forces
are the right opportunists of OL and Lhe
“"left" opportunists of PRRWO/RWL, We uphold that
this formulation is correct. The problem has been
that the right opporiunists as well as the "left”
opportunists have in prictice liquidated this posi-
tion. In addition, these groups dow't even under-
stand what is propaganda ov agitation, nor do they
understand whad is the relation between the two,
neither do they, in practice, make good propagan-
da or agitation,

WHA"‘F IS PROPAGANDA? WUHAT IS AGITATION?

Wiien all these groups speak of propapganda and agi-
tation, they refer to Plekhanov's formulation which
Lenin puts forih in WHAT IS TO BE DONE? Thus
we see inall their publications the famous guote:

“A propagandist presents many ideas to
one or a fow persons; an agitator presents
anly one or a few ideas, but he presents
them lo a mass of people”

Whal is Lo be done? Page 82, Foreign
Languages Press

Without any concern for the type of ideas to which
Plekhanov and Lenin are referring to, and without
any preocceupation as to how the propagandist and
apilator fransmit these ideas, groups like PRRWO
hitve reduced this guestion o a mere flormuiation
spouted by thetr cadres at the May Day Coalition
as "propaganda is many ideas to the few and agita-
tion is few ideas to the many'' and that's it, If we
see this {rom such a mechanical point of view, only
the number of ideas involved would matter. From

this point of view, it would be enough
to inciude many topices in a newspaper
article or in a leaflet to make it a pro-
paganda piece. Hence, The Call(OL's
paper) would be "propaganda’” becanse
it deals with many topics: e, g. sirikes
national liberation strugples, party
building, sacial-imperialism, war, {a-
¢ism, ete, : and Palante (PRRWO'3 pa-
per) would be "agitation” because it
deals only with purges. Bul this is an
incorrect way of looking at this question
Lonin, as o malter of fact, explains
vleavly what is propaganda, what is
agitation and the relation between botlh.
We are including this long, and hardly
known, much less understood and ap-
plied, passage from The Tasks of Lhe
Russian Social Damocrats;

The socialist activities of Russian
Social-Democrats eonzist in spreading by propaganda the
teachings of scientific socialism, in spreading among Lhe
workees a proper understamding of the present social and
ceonomic systom, its basis and its development, an under-
standing of the various elasses in Russian socicty, of their
interrelations, of the strucgle botween these classos, of the
role of the working class in this struggle, of its attitude to-
wards Lhe declining anid the developing classes, Lowards the
past and the future of capitalism, an vnderstanding of the
historical task of international Social-Democracy and of
the Russian working class, lnseparably connected with prop-
agamda is egrtation among the workers, which m:lurulry
comes to the forefront in the present political conditions of
Russin and at the present Jevel of development of the masses
of workers., Agilation among the workers means Wat the
Social-Democrats Lake part in all the spoutoncous manifes-
tations of the working-class struggle, in all the conflicts
between the workers and the capitalists over the working
day, wages, working conditions, etc., ete. Our task is to
merge our activities wilh the practical, everyday questions
of working-class life, to help the workors understand these
qurestions, lo draw the workers’ atlention to the most im-
portant abuses, to help them formulate their demands to
the employers more precisely and practically, to develop
amung the workers consciousness of their solidarity, con-
sciousness of the comnion intercsts and commaon cause of all
the Russian workers as a united working class that is part
of the international army of the pruletariat. To organise
study circles among workers, to establish proper and seeret
conneclions botween them ond the central group of Social-
Democrals, to publish and distribute working-class liter-
ature, b orgamise the receipt of corrospondenco from all
centres of the working-class movement, ta publish agita-
tional leaflots and manifestos and to disteibute them, aml
to train a body of experienced agitators—such, in broad
outline, are the manifestalions of (he socialist aclivities
of Russian Social-Denocracy.

And so we must quatify the many ideas in propagan-
da as "'spreading the teachings of scientific socia-
lism", of Marxism-leninism Ma» Tse (ung thought
and qualifying agifation as 1) "taking part in the
sponlaneous struggles of the masses” and 2) helping
the workers to understand the problems they face,
giving them palitical direction in their struggle ant
promoting class consciousness and proletarian in-
ternationalism amoag them. By so doing, we'll
have a clearer and more complete understanding

of both concepts, And it is important that we emphi-
size Leain's categorical statemwent that "agitation

is inseparably linked to propaganda”™ Yes, INSEPA-
RABLY. This is why we have consistently erifici-
zed the incorrect "ultra-leftist” postion of PRRWO
that propaganda is not only the chief, bu' the only
{form of activity in this period.

Propaganda is underslood by a numerically sma-
ller seclor of people than is agitalion. In order to
understand Marxism-leninism Man Tse tung thought
workers need a certain degree of ideological and
political developmeat that only through training can
he achiceved. We can't forget one of the basic tea-
chings thal "the socialist consciousness comes to ¢
the working class from oulsid>." Thus, due {o the
complexity of the problems dealt with in propagan-
da; relations and siruzgle beiween classes, the
Srate, imperialism and social-imperialism, the
need for the party, the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat and socialism, etc., only the most advanced
workers ave in a position to understand the larger
part of that propaganda, the average workers a le-
sser part and the less advanced workers very little.




Let it be clear that this is in terms of the contents
of the propaganda. We have to make this point very

clear because many comrades believe that the com-

plexity of propaganda is not only based on its con-
tents but that we also have to add to its complexity
by using "'refined” language, lots of phrase monge-
ring and twisted syntax, That, comrades, has no-
thing to dn with propazanda, That is pure petty
bourgeois windbag attitude, The most revolutionary

is not the one that best disguises the contents of his

message and makes it more difficult to understand
But on the contrary, those who make the formula-
ion in a clearer and simpler (not simplistic) way.
Oun this question G. Dimitrov points out that:

"Furthermore it mast be borne in mind
tha* th: mass2s cannot assimilate our
decisions unless we learn to speak a lan-
guage which they understand. We do not
always know how io speak simply, con-
cretely, in imagas which are familiar
and intelligible to the masses. We are
still unable to refrain from abstractsfor-
mulas which we have learnt by rote, As
a matter of fact, if you look through our
leaflets, newspapers, resolutions and
theses, you will find that thay are often
written in a language and style so heavy
that they are difficult for even our party
functionaries to understand, let alone
the rank-and-file workers."

In the same speech, he adds:

"When writing or speaking, always have
in mind the rank-and-file werker who
must understand you, must believe in
your appeal and be ready to follow you,
You must have in mind those for whom
you write, to whom you speak, "

Georgi Dimitrov. Report to the Tth Con-
gress of the Communist International.

Hence we have to avoid confusing our inability to
transmit an idea with the workers' capacity to un-
derstand and accept scientific socialism. Let's
not blame the workers for our incapacity and the
sectarian way in which we write many times., We
have to end the "Doctoral thesis' style of writing
that is so common in the communist movement in
the United States.

Our propaganda in this period, the period of the

building of the party, has to be mainly directed to
tha advanced so that we can win and consolidate

them to communism. We want to emphasize that
"ma'nly"” does nol mean "equially” nor "exclusive-
ly". Thus, we have to comhat the right deviation
in this question which belittles the role of the ad-
vaaced and the role of propaganda in relation (o
the advanced ( - OL) and the "left' deviatinn
which views propaganda as only aimed at .~

vanced ( PRRWO - RWL), The right davial =
which is the main danger at this time, is subg
tuting agitation for propaganda and the liquide ~

the role of the advanced, limiling the work tc =~ &

economist agitation among the masses. L'he "left"
devation completely liquidates agitation and the
work among the average and less advanced workers
and in practice it also liquidates propaganda which
cannot exist separated from agitation. Both devia-
tions adversely affect the process of fusion between
the communist movement and the working class
movement.

"The separation of the working class mo-
vemen: and socialism give rise to weak-
ness and underdevelopment in each: the
theories of the socialists, unfused with Lne
workers' struggle, remaineu nothing more
than utopieas, good wishes and that had no
effect on real life; the working ~lass move-
ment remained petty, fragmented, ai.! did
not acquire political significance, w2s not
enlightened by the advanced science of its
time."

JLenin. A Retroprade Trend in Rugsian
Social Democracy. Page 264. Complete
Works.

FUSION, MAIN DANGER

There have been a lot of arguirg back and forth, but
very little analyses in relation to what is the level
of fusion between the cominunist movement and the
working class movement in the U.S. today, .’
say that It's just beginning while PRRWO main-
tains that it's highly advanced. However,
organizationgput - forth the basis for their position,
QL, as always, 1s ready to bufld the party now. In
our understanding, the absence of a communist
party in the U.S, is an undenlable proof of the low
level of fuslon between both movements. Within the
working class movement the influence of the commu-
nist movement s virtually non~existent, Even re-
visfonists and right opportunists with all their tai-
ling behind the masses have no real influence in the
working class movenent. That {s why within the
working class reformism and noaruqhtl‘oopor:runlsm
or revisionism is thie main danger,\ T4 “our* Witk with-
In the working class movement vwe must direct our
main blow against the labor aristocracy. Within
this movement those that have real influence are
Meany, Fitzsimmons, Gotbaum, Leon Davis,etc.
and not the OL ard "+ ‘Anot t¢ mention "ultra-
leftists" such as PEAWO and RW'., which really
don't exlst for the working class. This does not de~
ny the fact that i1 some areas of ihe country or in a
particular industrial sector cor service area a revi-
sionist or Menshevik orgenization may have some
limited influence {ncluding kaing in the leadership
of certain struggles. In those particilar cases,
these organizations, together v !*h the labor aristo-
cracy are the target of cuy main blow.

This is not to say that we do not recognize the work
belng done in the working class movament by Mar-
xist-leninist organlzations, Marxist-Leninist collec-
tives and Marxist-leninist individuals, which is
geared to fuse these two qreat movements. The first
and the biggest step in this fusicn Is concretized
with the buildiny of the party. That is why we de-
fend as correct the formulailon that all our work
must be seen In the context of party building. All
our actlvitles must be seen within the context of how
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they will ald in acceierating this process. Whoever
deviates even a little, even for a moment 15 object-
ively affecting and sacrificing what is in the hest
interests of the working class. Lenin points out:

Yur principal and fundamental task is to facilitate the
patitical development and the political organisation of
Lae working class. Those who push this task into the back-
pround, who rejuse to subordinate to it all the special
tashs and particular methods of struggle, are folloawing
a lulse path and causigg =erions harm to the movement.
And it is beiog pushed inte the background, firstly, by
these who call upon revolutionarios to empley only the
forces of isoluled conspiratorial cireles eut off from the work-
mg-class movement in the struggle against the government.

Iis heing vushied into the hackground, secondly, by those
who restriet the content and scope of poiitical propaganda,
agitalion, mind oreanisation; who think it fit and proper
to treat the workors to "politics™ only at exceplional mo-
ments in Lheir Hyes, only on festive occasions; who foo
suliotously  substitote demands for partial concessions
from the autocracy Tar tie political struggle against the
autocracy; and who du not go to sufficient lengths to ensure
that these demends for partial concessions aro raised to
the status of a <ystewastiv, implacable struggle of a revolu-

tionary, warking-class parly against the aulocracy.

Lenin. Collected Works. Vol. 4. Pg. 369.

It would do well to point out that while we hold that
all our work must be seen in the context of our cen-
tral task, which is party bullding, thls quite diffe-
rent thing that to say "our principal and only task
is to build the party™ (PRRWQ), The first position
recognizes that because our principal and funda-
mental task Is to bulld the party, all our work must
be seen as a function of and {n the service of this
task. The second position is purely “left" Infanti-
lism, petty bourgeois idealism, which results in the
liquidation of all the practical actlvities of commu-
hists.

The right opportunists make economist agitation,
crawling behind the masses, thelr main task. They
see the party as an outgrowth of the mass movement.,
This is why OL after 2 or 3 years of purely economist
practice can say that "the objective and subjective
conditions for the building of the party already exist."

right opportunists, in an attempt to limit the activi-
ty of the masses tc mere economiz struggles are in
practice sacrificing the independence of the working
class and converting it intc a mere appendage of the
labor aristocracy and liberal politicians, and con-
sequently of the bourgeoisie. :

Lenin's teaching:

"It is the task of the Social-Democrats, by
organ'izlng the workers, by conducting pro-
vaganda and agitation amoeng them, to turn
their spontaneous struggle against their oppre-
ssors into the struggle of the whole class,
into the struggle of a definite political par-

ty for definite polltical and socialist ideals.
This is something that cannot be achleved

by local activity alone,”

Lenin. Collected Works, Vol, 4, Pg. 216,

is distorted by the OL el oruer to justify
thelr purely economist agitation among the masses
and their leaving "propaganda' for certain occassions
and certaln places

ihe “ieft” opporiunisis ol Lot an eterisiive but a
direct complement to the right opportunists. Under
the pretext of winning the advanced which for them
is a rare animal nowhere to be found, these oppor-
tunists do not carry any type of propaganda or agi-
tation among the masses.

Sticking purely to the letter of Marxism~leninism
without taking into account the conditions under
which one or another postion was put forward and’
without bothering about Stalin's teachings to do
"concrete analysls of concrete conditlons”, "Every-
thing depends on on place, tiime and condittons",
PRRWO-RWL allege that in this period no agitation
can be directed at the masses; nore is there any
need for "organic contact" between the communist
movement and the working class movement. For them
propaganda is to be aimed only at the advanced, no
work need be done with the intermediate of the less
advanced until after the party is formed. They base
thelr position in that Stalln says that in the first
period:

" . ...the period of the formatlon of the van-
guard (i.e. the party) of the proletariat, the
period of mustering the Party's cadres. In
this period the Party was weak it had a pro-
gramme and general principles of tactics,
but as a pariy of mass actlon it was weak.
He adds: "The principal task of communism
tn Russia in that period was to recruit Into
the Party the best elements of the working
class, those who were most active and most
devoted to the cause of the proletariat: to
form the ranks of the proletarian party and
to put it firmly on its feet." Lenin adds

"to win the vanguard of the proletariat"."
"propaganda is the chief form of activi-

ty in this period" Stalin, "The Party

Before and After the Taking of Power",
Collected Works, Vol. 5.

So based on what are the principal aspects of the
{irst perios - concentrate on ourselves, win the ad-
vanced, propaganda the chief form of activity,
PRRWO-RWL liquidate the other aspects -~ pay atten-
tion to the masses, influence and upgrade the intzar-
mediate and less advanced and carry out agitation,
The way in which these "left" opportunists see the
whole process is mechanical and one-sided. They
lJon't see stages dialectically, in the process of
development, but as statlc and lifeless; "first thls,
and when we're finished, then the other" is their
logic. They hold that there can be no agitation at all
until there is a party, that no organic contact with
the masses can be had uniil the second period, that
the advanced are won exclustvely through propagan-
da,etc. Let s see what Marxism-Leninism says a-
bout this,

IT'S FALSE THAT AGITATION MUST WAIT UNTIL
AFTER THE PARTY IS BUILT

Stalin points ou: in the History of CPSU(B) that:

"Lenin put before the League of Struggle the
task of forming closer connections with the
mass working-class movement and of giving
it political leadership. Lenin proposed to
pass from the propaganda of Marxism among
the few politicailv advanced workers who
gathered in the propaganda circles to poli-
tical agitation among the broad masses of
the working class on issues of the day., This




turn towards mass agitation was of profouna
importance for the\subsequent development

of the working-class movement in Russia.”

History of the CPSU(B), Pages 16-17.

That was in 1895, well before the Party was bullt. Se
although the chief form of activity was propaganda, the
Russian Marxists aiso consistently carried out agita-
tion, Further, referring to the need for communist
participation in the spontaneous mass struggles, that
they give dlrection and communist leadership, Lenin
paints out:

"Calls for action, not in the general, but in
the concrete sense of the term, can bhe made
only at the place of action only those who
themselves go Into action, and do so imme-
dlately, can sound such calls,"”

Lenin, What is to be done ?Page 88, Forelgn
Languages Przss (Pekina) .,

Despite this, PRRWO calls any participation in the
spontaneous mass struggle "econemism" and "bow-
ing to spontaneity"” and claims that there is no nead
for organic contact between the communist movement
and the working class movement at this ttme. Dis-
cussing the roleof a communist newspaper, Lenin
points out:

"The average worker will not understand some
of the articles {n a newspaper that aims to be
the organ o the Party, he will not be able

to get a full grasp of an intricate theoretical
or practical problem, This does not at all
mean that the newspaper must lower itself

to the level of the mass of its readers. The
newspaper, on the contrary, must raise thefr
level and help promote advanced workers
from the middle stratum of workers. Such
workers, absorbed by local practiczl work
and interested mainly in the events of the
working-class movemernt and the {mmediate
problems of agitation, should connect their
very act with thoughts of the entire Russian
working~class movement, its historical task,
and the ultimate goal of socialism, so that
the newspaper, the mass of whose readers
are average workers, must connect soclalism
and the political struggle with every local an
and narrow question, " Lenin, Retrograde Trend
In Russian Social-Democracy. Vol 4. LCW

Clearly seeing that a newspaper directed only at the
advanced would leave the lower strata devoid of pro-
paganda and agitation, Lenin adds:

Lastly, behind the stratum of aversgo workers comes
tho mass that constitutes the lower atrato of the prole-
tariat. It is quite possible that a socialist nowspaper will be
completely or well-pigh incomprehonsiblo to LEnm (even in
Western Eurapa the number of Social-Democratic voters is
mich largor than the number of readors of Socfal-Democrat-
ic powspapers), but it would bs absurd to conclude from
this that the nowspaper of the Sozial-Democrats should
adapt ftsoli to the lowest possiblo levol of Lthe workers.
The only thing that fellows from this Is that different forms
of agitation and propaganda musi bo brought to bear on °
thess struta—pawphlels writlon In more popular  lan-
guage, oral agitation, and chiefly--leaflets on local events.
The Social-Democrats should not confline Lhemsolves oven
to this; it is quite possible that the first steps towards
arousing the consciousness of tha lower strala of the workers
will bave to take the form of legal.educational activitios

Lenin, Ibid

~2

PROPAGANDA IS THE CHIEF FORM OF ACTIVITY

We reaffirm the correctness of the formulation that
propaganda is the chief form of activity in this pe-

riod. 1t is through propaganda that we can advance
the process of uniting Markist-Leninists (which is
primary) and win and consollidate the advanced to
communismithe secondary task in relation to the firdt,
but which is carried out simultaneously with it.)
This {s so as long as we combine our propaganda
with agltation, as long as we don't 1imit all propagan-
da only to the advanced and participate actively,
providing direction and communist leadership in the
spontaneous mass struggles. We concentrate on the
advanced workers, not because we have disdain or
underrate the less advanced, but because we know
that only by winning the leaders of the class to our
side, those who In every Ingtance determine the cha-
racter of the working class movement, can we event-
ually unite the class and lead in an organized manner
to the seizure of power, the dictatorship of the pro-
letarlat, and the construction of socfalism, The tea-
chings of Lenin are essentlal in this respect In or-
der to better understand - Why the Advanced ? and
‘Why propaganda ?:
Hence, Lhose who ac

cuso tho Russion Social-Democrats of being narrow-minded,

of trying to ignore the mass of the labouring population for

the sako of the factory workers, are profoundly mistaken.

On the contrary, sgitation among the advanced seclions of

the proletarial is the surest and the on!).r way to rouse (as

the movement expands) the entire Russian prolelariat. The

dissomination of secialism und of the idea of the class strug-

glo among the urban workers will inevitably cause thess ideas

Lo flow in Lhe smaller and more scatlered channels. This

requires that these ideas take deeper rool among tho beller

prepared elements ard spread throcghout the vanguard of

the Russian working-class movement and of the Russian

revolution,

Lenin. Collected Works, Vol. 2, Pg, 331,

Propaganda, llke agitation, takes many different
forms. The newspaper, leaflets, forums, conferen-
ces, study circles (chlef form used to consolidate
advanced elements), discussion of its paper,etc,
are the forms we use most. We also consider impor~
tant the propaganda value of conversations with ad-
vanced workers, contacts, nelghbors, etc, Flnally,
so far as propaganda {s concerned, we want to point
out the publication and distribution of Marxist-Leni-
nist works.

In finishing this first article on agitation and propa-
ganda, we see the need to further study and q:eepen }
our understanding of this question, and thus fmprove
our agltation and propaganda in practice, Lastly,
we should point out another incorrect tendency that
exists within the communist movement regarding the
relationship between propaganda and agitation. That
Is the tendency to see agitation and propaganda in
two stages: first agitation and then propaganda -
agitation in order to prepare the workers t o understand
propaganda. This is an incorrect right position
which as a matter of fact wasg promoted by the eco-
nomists which Lenin majestically combatted in What
is to be done ?. The use of propaganda or agitation,
or both simutaneously, or the use of one first and
then the other next or whatever order they are used
in a particular place, is determined by concrete con-
ditions of the place, the specific activity, etc., and
not by a miechanical formula.




(8)
Comyrades, the first part of our position cemes more or less completely from the LPR
in their newspaper RESTSTENCIA (Vol. 7#6) - with 4 or 5 minor word changes and with
the deletion of all references to WV O(whlcb LPR has labeled as opportunist:and with
which 18 (m-1) doés not agree...we view the WVO as Vomrados)

In this second part on Agltatlon and Propaganda we want to add just a few more
comments and ideas. We want to address the questlions of: the two different types of
agitation (economic and p0¢1tlca1) ~ is it correct to do both?Is economic agitation
automatically economist? What is the difference beitween the two? Which is more import-
ant? and what did Lenin say on this? Secondly, we want to add a few more thoughts on
propaganda - to help comrades intheir work...what questions must propaganda ask and
answer if it i1s to really be propaganda? and how this differs from agitation as we
see it. We lastly would add that we agree thoroughly with LPR's and Lenin's formu-
lation that propaganda can and must be written at one level (for the advanced) and
at a lower level (for the nasses of the less developed utrqua) We believe at this
time ( or any time) that it's a'left"error to forget or omit mass propaganda from the
work of communists. But it would be a right error (and one we ocurselves have been
guilty of for.a long time now) to do the mass level propdganda and agitation and for-
get or omit propaganda to the advanced -~ especially in this periocd of the consolidation
of the advanced around the new party being built.

TWO TYPES OF AGITATION Lenin tells us that there are two types of agitation: economic
and political, From Chapter 3 of What Ts To Be Dore we get: "In order to carry on agit-
atlion arcund concrete examples of oppression, these examples must be exposed Just as
it was necessary to expose factory Gbuses in order to carry on economic agitation)."
7€hphasis added/pg?l FLP, "Political exposures are as much a declaration ofwkr ag-

ainst the govermment as economic exposures are a declaration of war against the fac-

tory owners." pg 109. Here Lenin tells us that there is such a thing as "economic
agitation", which is not political exposures; but which was/is important. On pg 68 he
says, "In a word, economic(factory jexposures were and remain an important lever in the

economic struggle. And they will continue to retain this significance as long as cap-
italism exists, which creates the need for the workers to defend themselves, Even in
the most advanced countries of Europe we can still witness how the exposure of evils in
some backward trade, or in some forgotten branch of domestic industry, serves as a
btartlné point for uhe awakening of class conscilousness, fox +he beginning of a trade
union struggle, and for the spread of Socialism.”

Comrades, we included the above quotes to show conclusively (and any reading of Chap.
3 of WITBD will of course fully confirm this) that BCONOMIC AGIT-ATION is important,nec-
essary AND NOT' - IN AND OF ITSELF - ECONOMIST . znl, was impoertant to discuss not because

forgetting economic agitation is the mais 1=t the opposite-RU-type economic/ec—
onomist exposures in the absence of polit agit., and prop. work was/ic the main dan-
ger here):; but because in the struggle inzt the right danger - many have swung too
far to the "left" and not understcod some of the other lessons of WITBD. Some have thus
equated economic agitation with economism. (In a separate summation, LS(m~1) will
examine our work and the lessons to be drawn from it - in the area of agitation and
propaganda and shop newspapers.) We wwll Just note here that weconsider it possibly
our strongest point - our grasp of agit/prop. work both in theory and in practice,and

we think, in the main, that our shop newspaper work reflects this. Cleaxrly, then,

Lenin tells us both type of agitation are important; clearly too he tells us that,
of the two, political agitation is the more important - much more important.
In tetms of written and oral agitation, we see them as tending to be short exposures
which have their E,JiLJNa'leH as something well-known to the m@sueﬂ/éudlonce and
as their ending as anger af;h||7 d of capitalism (without ne 0°~@arlly imparting a very
comprehensive u understanding of the totality of capitelism or the solution). And we
use the mass line to form the bridege between our starting point and our ending. We
take the mass linme to mean what Mao has said on this subject...from the masses to the
masses. Take the experience of the masses (which is real but is uncrganized ,uneven,
not fully understood by the masses) then concretize it and syetematize it and then take
it back to the masses until they recognize it as thelr own. And over again.
Also on pg. 95 Lenin in WITBD says about this: "The fact of the matter is that the
magses of the workers are roused to a high pitch of excitement by the abominations in
Russian life to a far larger extent than we imagine, but which 1t is precisely neces-
sary to combine into a single gigantic torrent."
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PROPAGANDA

We hive no intention of trying to render Plekhanov or Lenin '"more profound”
on the question of propaganda. But we have found that more explanation and training
for our cadre and others 1s necessary for a fuller and more complete understanding of
propa;anda. We have come up with 3 questions which we consider to be KEY TO ANSWER
if proparanda is really to be propaganda. They are: 1)why things are the way they are
(a fuller explanation than is called for in agitation- showing their relationship
ari interconnectedness to other parts of the system as a whole); 2)Why they have to
be the way they are - under this system -(showing their inevitability and unchange-
210 1lity under capliltalism -short of revolutionary struggle); and 3)What is the solution
socialism, the dietatorship fo the proletariat.,etc. With these three questions as a
iuide we bel-ieve we have been able to come to grips with and pretty much solve the
question of propaganda.

Lastly, we want to re-emphasize that Lenin pointed out the necessity of writing
prop. & a;it. to both the advanced stratum and to the lower strata simultaneously!
Thus the line that we must presently be doing propaganda only to the advanced is
wrong. As is the line that says that just because propaganda is the chief form of
activity of communists at this time, that therefore propaganda must be primary in
overy concrete ares of our work. This would be mechanical. In certain situations
vhat is called for is mostly agitation; in others mostly propaganda.

Comraaes: The party has to be built in flerce battle
agalinst all types of opportunism. On the question of
agitation and propaganda OL ha; e right
opportunist line while RWL and PRRWO have a "“left"
opportunist line, Both lines complement and nourish
each other. We must defeat both!

And so, to work, comrades! Let s not lose precious timesl
Russian Social-Democrals have much to do to meet Lhe
requircments of Lhe awakening proletariat, Lo organise the
working-class movemunl, to strenglhen the revolutionary
groups and their mulual ties, to supply the workers with
propaganda and agitational literature, ond to unite the
workers' circles and  Social-Demoeratic groups scallered
all over Russia inlo a single Social-Demacratic Labour
Party!

Lenin, Collected Works, Vol, 2.

"It is our duty always to intensify and broaden our \."'I'Jl'k and influence
amag the masses, A Commuaist who does no! do this is wot & “om e
munist. No branch, group, or circle can be considered a comanim:
organization if it does not do work to this ead steadily an re};ula._i:.'. .
"Without this work, political activity would inevitably degenerate into
aowame, bacause this aciivily acgires veal importance for the prole-

tariat oaly whea, and insafar as it arouses the mass of a delinile
class. wins its interest, and mobilises it o take a1 aclive, foremost
part in eveats.” -

ON CONFOUNDING POLITICS WITH PEDAGOGICS
Lonin. Collected Works, Volume 8, pp 452-455.




