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HL-

I was born in C Texas, forty miles nodth of Houston. DMy parents
were divorced at the age of 2, so I went to live with my dads parents.
I lived with them till I was I4. They were very strict and religiouse
They did not have much money and lived on & farm. Grend father was

a logger and my grandmother was a cook in & cafes My grandfather would
work me and my brother on weeckends to pay off his debts. He bought
this car and told the man that he and his boys would work off debt, so
we did. VWe would go and work in the swmes swamps putting up barbed
wire fence. The mosiqutos would be biting and eating you alive. Hard
labor.

I attended school about ten miles away. I could not go to school on
a regular basis because I had to worke. I left my grandparents at the
age of I4 and went to live with my mother. She was working in a

~ hospital since I wgs two years old in the dietary departmento
My mother worked but never had enough to support us, so that is why I
had to worke I went to school three days & week and worked 2 days.
Doing odd jobs, like unloading box cars, gnything to make a dollar from.

My father was a rodling stone. He did something of everything and yet
he really didn't do nothings He was an insurance sellsman, he hauled
pulpwood, an accountant, private investigator, and was part of a band
with wilson pickett and latter became a minister. My father has been .
married six times, I guess he was married I don't really know. I

can't ever remember my father and mother being togethero

I ettended Booker T Washington school for I3 years. I got retalned,ln
the eight gradey because I was not interested in going to schoole

Those thirteen years were spent on thebasics, reading writing and aritimist
ice Got to set the school for you. In this town the white people they
gave us this little piece of land. Build this school. We had kindigarden
to I2th grade in this one school. They taught mostly agriculture, you
see in the part where I came from people worked mostly with their hands.
They lived off of the landsa In this school we were not allowed to

leave cempus without a permit from our parents. Canteen across from

the school, kids go there to dance their frustrations away. Iou see

the teachersthey would beat us. I guessthey call it trying to stnmulate
you to learns I look at it like they were trying to take their
frustrations out on us becuase these #he teachers knew something was
wrongwith the system but they just couldn't deal with it. No kind

of Black history was taughts All the books were handed down from the
wvhite schoolss Betting back to teachers, they just beat us for anything.
I got expelled from school a lot becuase I just would let them beat

mey That was one of the reasons I ledt grandfather, he wantedlis to

work for him for nothinge Some of these same teachers taught my

parents. They did not fell they were qualified to teach in the white
schools becuses racism wgs so high. They had a section of town for the
whites and one for the blacks. There was no vocational studies,

except agriculture. No bdack history was taught in the school.

The only other thing that was read ewwWwes concerning black people was
the newspaper, and the only thing that it contained was the crimes that
black people had committed and the punishment dished out. If black

people committed crimes against each other that was all right you were
doing them a favor. They were true capitalists. This has been a hard
week for me because I had to relive all this, been a strain on me.

This is the way it was.

E?aﬁhhﬁasapeople in town, as long as you work for them, if you stay out
/ e
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of the graveyard I'll keep you out of jail. I remember this fellow
name Leotis Johnson who was givem 45 years for one joint, because
he was in the political scene. I was in the jail at the time in
Houston. I spent nine months in the rehabilitation center before I
was brought to trial. I remember this incident when some friends of
mine went to this shopping center. It's a place where'Avhite people
are walking down the side walk you are supposed to get out of the way
and let them pass. We walked by these two white boys and I did not
get out of the way and I hit hime He turned to his friend and says
"did you see what that nigger did™ and they went running to their truck
to get their guns and so wg&plit in a hurry. This was a common thing
for racism was so highe I 'knew there had to be a better life somewhere
elses So after I finished high school the thing to do was to get a
job and get married and that is what I did. Getting married kept me
from going into the armed sexvices because I had a dependent thing.
I léve my wife E« As a matter of fact, here grandmother delivered both
of us, She was a midwife.

When I left high school I was awfully confused. I knew that things should

not be the way they were, but there was no one I could tajk to. peopie

just accepted the way things were. I talked it over with mother and

with E and we decided to move wests I knew I had to leave, because
someday I would have gotten in troublefnd maybe got myseld killed

or something. Got to the point where I was setting traps and things.

I guess you could call be a racist to, becausel was blaming all white

people for what had happened to me and my epek people. Frustration

I was feeling, I rememberw us fooling the white kids down into our

part of town and then kicking their ass. Later I found out that not

all whites are bad, just like all blacks are not bad. Like when I meet

SW my eyes began to be openeds I'm stillivlearning process, in the

very delicate stage. Like I really hated white people at that time

for I fe2% that they had taken from me what they had not taken from
anyone else and that is my %&3®> heritage. I don't have a homeland
and I sti1l don't.

Questions

DL~ VWere your teachers black?

Hi~ Yes, all black

BM- Why did they beat you?

HL- They did because they were all messed up inside themseives and took
their frustrations out on us.

RB- ¥¥w- YWhen did you come west? and when did you meet SW?

HL- Came west in I97I and I meet 8W about two years ago at NL. Since

I have been out here I have done a lot of different jobs. First did
construction work and also worked at BJ. I am the only one from my side
of the family out here.

SW~ Tell us about that company that was close to your town

HL- Grogan Lumber Company. In a sewmill town. Grogan owned everthing
and he paid starvation wages. He had this store, where his workers
brought their food. If they didn't have any money, which they often
didn't, they could get credit at the store, but it would be taken off
of their next weeks pay checke This company employed quite a few black
laborers from that area

AV~ Why were you in jail for 9 months?

HL~ Charged with illegal possession of firearms(?¢ When I did go to
court they had to throw the charge out because of insuffiecent evidence.
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D= After I was born I moved to downtown LA, I lived there till I
was 8 or 9 years old and from there we moved to East LA, to the so called
barrios. Z my mother and father were divorced when I was about three
years old. We were living in these apartments downtown where families
with six and sewmen kids would live, and there was &#e seven of us,

four poys and three girls at the time. My father was a construction
workere My mother worked for a while, but this did not last very long
because one of my brothers died when he fell from the third floor of

the apartment, that same night he died-he was IO years old. After

that my mother just blew it, she ways in NYrwalk hospital for a week

or two trying to get cares After that when she came home, my mother
who had never done any drinking started to drink and her ang father

I guess they could not deal with my brothers death, so one went one
vay and one the other. Half of us went with my father and half of us
want with my mother. My mother remarried right away. Me and my two

sisters went with my father, and my three brothers were with my father,
My mother was still running around, and so it was easier for my

father to take care of us than my mother. I think my father was more
together than my mother. Finally we ended up going back to my mother.
During this time my brothers who were older than I, they were like

I3, I4, I5 years old, they had already started to get into troublee.

They would get in troulble everynight for curfew because they would go

to the show around the corner and the cops would pick them up for
curfew and so they had a long recorded alreadye. Little things but

it was like their beginninge. Then they got marrieds My oldest gnd
my second to the oldest got into heroin. They were I8 and I7 at the time.
This was in I955. My other brother went pretty straight and he got
married too.and went on his own.

My mother had hassles with the police a lot. I remeber when we were
still down #own. and the house would get raided. My brother, I thiné:
he never got taken from the house because my mother would not%them take
him. ¢z time my mother was pregnant during the time with one of my
younger brothers, they raided the house and my me#dlke» brother was in the
house and my brother had his outfit and stuff. So my mother sticks it
in my pants and tells me to go and hide it somewhere. She was trying

to protect my brothers I knew it was wrong, but I did not want to

see my brother or my mother hurt so I wag§t and hid it in a real good
places I hid it in this old house under the foundation that was

across the streete When I came back these two huge detactives were
trying to get through the back, They didn't have a search warrant.

My brother was in the #£» bathroom and theR2 were police in the front
and in the back and they wanted him. This huge policemen tried to get
in but my mother went at him and bit him in the stomach and he just
jumped back and he wanted to hit my mother. And so my mother sadd

"Go ahead and hit me, I'm pregnant". This this guy runs out mad. While
all this is going on, my brother took off thrdy the back and got away.
So I was experiencing stuff like thate.

Then we moved to East L& and it was still going on. They raided the
house there too. But they would never take my brothers. They came
without seach warrants. They probably thought that we were ignorant and
let them in, put we knew better for¢had that experience.

I went to a grammar school when I was downtown LA. I was never taught
anything about racism in my family because we had neighbors that

were black and in my grammar schools it was a mixture and I had black
little girlfriends. It never dawned on me to what racism was or anything.
Eﬁgtmy family & everyone was equal to theme The only thing was

Y when I was growing up, in junior high school I would never go ou¥
with a white guy.

ks,
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I would go out with Mexicans and that was ite Maybe in a way I was
racist, but towards white peoples only. VWhen we moved to East L&

two sisters got married and they ended up with heroin addiets.

None of my brothers and sisters finished high school, they went into
Junior high school and that was it, they just dropped outes My sister
quit school at the age of I5 and went to work in this perfume factory,
she got married but it didn't work outy for her husband had turned into
a dope addicte My sisters could not cope with that type of life,
because they had already lived it durning the time that my brothers
were growing up. So they kinda fell to pieces and they themselves
went onto drugs but not stuff. AND NOW ONE OF THEM has six kids,

and she ended up with another heroin addict. My other sister is
still with her orginal husband, and one time she was loaded and she
tripped and cracked her ankle and they sent her to one of the community
hospitals here in East LA, they reset her foot wrong and she got
gengrene on her toes so now she has her big toe and one other and that
is ite And her leg got shorter and now she limps. She is so messed upe.
She has to be on drugs and she is addicted to all these medicines

that they have given her. She is not together at alle They give her
so much money and her case is still open, but she is not going to get
anymore and her husband has already taken half of it and has gone into
his arme She has two boys. She has no security ag all and any of

my two sisters. When I was growing up they would always tell,

"Don't end up like me" and look at this, and my mother would say look
at what your brothers and sisters are going thrue And it would hurt
me becuase I would see what my mother was going thrue Thru Junior
High and High School I would say to me¥ myself, "I don't know what

I want to be but I know I don't want to be like them" and I came to
resent them, to hate them, because I thought they did it becuase they
liked it. So I ended up the only one graduating from high school.
Then I went to East La college for two or three months and there was

a dispute over the money situation between my mother and father,

he was giveng money to me every week but he was starting to complain,
so I said you know what forget it, I'm not going, so I didN8t go and

I went and got a job in a hospitals I worked there a year.

During my 4&®sh high school I didn't learn anything, I just got by
average. I went becuase my mother told me I should go, she told if

I got a diplama I could get a good jobe I didmn't care for high school
at one point I was so bored I wanted to quit but I didn'te.

I went to beauty college-but I quit that because I didA't like standing
on my feet 8 hours, I saw that the owners of the school would charge
the people but we would not get anything they were getting all the
profits. I quit that. I got a job at emth another hospital in East LA.
I just didn't know what I wanted, I was so confused and messed up.

Vhat would come to my mind was that I didn't want to end up like

my brothers and sisterse I was afraid of drugse I didn't care for

ite I could have gotten itlit was around home-but I did not want to

do that,

Then I meet E againe I knew him in high school but we were just
friends. Then one day he came home from Vietnam « I used to hang
around this crowd of people, they were these working class kids,

we stuck together and even now we still see each othexr. These friends
came to the hospital with E and I didn't even recognize him because

he had lost so much weight and then we started going out and ther we
got married. Every thing that went thru my mind was that I didn't
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vant to end up like my sisterse You know be all messed up like that.
He was from job to job, and I got p»epg pregnabt from my first girl,
He was looking for a job that payed good wages. He finally ended up
at K. His Uncle works at K and got him the job there. Then
he meet RW and he kinda opened his eyes a littles It was real hard
for me. I'd seen good changes in E., He had been seeing RW and then LB
had been talking with me. But I f2ét like leave me along I want to
do my house wrk and take care of my kids and was blind to everything
elses Fimally I started opening my eyes not too long ago to know what
was happening. (RB- asked what was the reason for this). Because
I had seen real good changes in E« RW and LB and us would go out
.and we would talk and they would tell me certain thingse ¥ And then I
could see "and OH thats why", and I guess knowledge, I guess you
learn by doinge I would talk to LB, like this about my family and
stuff, I would tell her, and then she would say do you really think
that is why they did{fmaybe it could be other things and she would
start talking about socialism and I readly did not understand what
that was, but eventually I caught on. I began to realize what was
going on around me,

As I said I was exposed to a lot of police ever since I was really small.
One of my brothers is in jail right nowe He is forty years old,

and he has been in prisons more than half of his life. My mother

had two younger boys, ones 2I and ones I8 from my step father.

The 2I year old went into the Marines, he was getting into a lot of
grouble, in order for his not to go to camp, becuase of gang violence,
they gave him an order of either go to camp or join the Marinese.

By this thme I already had a little political knowledge and so I
pleaded with my mother not to sign, that it was no good. The war was
woe® over but I still did not want him to go in becuase he is going
to come out more messed up than when he went in. They go no they are
going to make a man out of hime And I say, "No they are not". He
didn't kike it. He get® a general release. he stayed in there two
years and then they threw him out. Then he started in on heroin.

He now is on and off the stuff. He has a girlfriend, shes half black
and half phillippino, and they@ahve a baby and staying with my mother.
He is trying to get off of the stuff., Doing pretty good, now looking
for a jobe The I8 year old is going to summer school so he can

get his diplomae There is eight of us, and just three e£ out of eight
that are not on drugs and the other ones are all messed up nowe.

B~ SW~ What would you see as the source of five of your brothers
and sisters getting messed up on drugs?

DL— Now I know why they did ite. Now I know it was not them, it is
just the system.

I want to talk to my mother a little bit more becuase she is beginning
to see things too. As far as religion I can't get thru to her,

That is why I wantto learn more about religions But the other stuff
she is open to real well, Lot of this stuff she blamed her and her
husband for breaking up, but now she realizes it was not her fault.,

I keep telling her it is because of this messed up society that
makes the people the way they are. She is pretty open to it.

RB- Wered®aught in school that the policemen®% was your friand?

DL~ No, I knew that the police was my enemy, in fact when I was small

I always wanted to be a lawyer._ That was a_ big ioke to my Eogpir
and brothers, I t@¢ld them that I wanted to be a lawyer so tha

could take my brothers out of jail when they landed in jail.



