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125, REVOLUTIONARY STUDENTS AND INTELLECTUALS HAVE A GREAT ROLE TO PLAY IN THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE'S STRUGGLE AGAINST FASCISM -

Providence, August 20, 1972, (NAmN)--The followlng is the full text of the report
delivered by the sookesman of RI Student Movement at the COMRBAT CULTURAL FASCISM
forum held on June 10, 1972, as reprinted in:','!}hoae Island. Student", Vol, III, No. 8,
S )
Comrades and Friends, . %
This "Combat Cultural Fascism" forum, at-'level of organization. The result of
" terded by mrogressive students and intel- both.of these mwactices was 1solatilon
lectuals is a very significant event in the from the veople, The struggle arainst
history of the revolutionary work in Rhode .both tendencies, particularly the rizht-
Island, From an overall viewpoint it shows  ist Mtea-group” tendency, culmineted in
the cooperation of many people in planningté.split in RISH in April of 1971 during
and laying the groundwork for this forum tq‘whiqh a handful of tackiard elements,
intensify the struzgle agalinst fascism in !attacking the correct line of building
the sphere of culture and ideology, From a serious, disciplinel organization
the standpoint of building revolutionary | through revﬁ?nti§ﬁary mrectice and oo=
organization, it reflects a growing sense ' posing all forms of anaxrchism, walied
of discipline hased on the deslre to serve.. out 'calling RISk “burezucratic”, These
the people and, in the spirit of the Inter- people have not been heaxrd fiom since,
nationalists and the Great Proletarian Cul+ After the split, serlous summing up
tural Revolution, a desire to come under  of the history of our movement began,
the supervision of the masses and to be o-. Public meetings were held to pursue
pen and forthright in developing ideologi-: this question. A great deal of discus-
cal struggle and the raising of political @ sion armd struggle followed about the
consclousness among them, 1 lessons to be learned from our past
The development of Rhode Island Student | successes and failures, and ahout the
Movement has been a long struggle. In the ' tasks at hand,

earliest stages of ouxr develocment, the We saw the maln task at hand to have
struggle against “bourgeois hang-ups' ap- , two agsgects, Ve saw the necessity to
peared in many forms, The most yrominent | start from scratch and, under the slo-
form being anarchism, There were certain ¢ gan "divide the forces to arouse the

people who wanted a "tea-proup" instead of masses," to develope basic discusulon
a revolutionary student movement, and oth~ grouds on the gencral guestion of Amcrw
ers from a so-called "left" position who Tean culture., The experience gained
took up the nractice of almost hitting ped- throush practice dwring this time was
ple over the head if they didn't fit up to ~instrumental in the development of the
their metaphysical standards of what a rev- stidy and dlscusslon groups which are

olutionary was. Both of these positions . heke today.
were rooted in oppositon to our most basic + The second aspect of our main task
need of strengthening the organization ! was to develope a workable rosram. Ye

through building close ties with the peo-. nceded to develope a general prograin
ple. Those who opposed this task--to streh= bascd upon the cxperience of revolu-
gthen the organization in order to arouse tionary students throughout the coun-
the massec--began to do two things. They . txy in the American Studeat iovement
would throw up their arms and blame the .  -undex the leadcrani» of the American
masses for their ovn mistakes, or thay . Cqmmunist Workero Movement (ilarxist-
would carry out an adventurist style of QLeninist), and on owr own experience,
work, 1l.e, jumoing ahead of the irefiont ;,Aiter worling throughout tho summer of
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1971 on this program, it was published in It 1is the culture offercd to us and pere
August, This program stressed two major petuated by all the decaying institu=-
points, Tho student movement must be anti- tions in this country which have no
imperialist, This is the moin trend in the ties to anyone but United States Imper=-
world today. Student organizations that do ialism~~the "mass" medla, the churches,
not grasp this will be of no consequence in cducational institutions, etc, Our coun=-
the mass movement, The second point is that try is now controlled by US monopoly
the anti-fascist struggle of the American  capitalism, The "frecdom of the indivi-
working class is our own struggle, The A- dual" as mromoted in our culture is no=-
merican people have nothing without revolu= thing other than the frecdom of the in-
tion, and there can be no revolution with- dividual to serve this end. Any freedoms
out a revoliitionary political party, The * takeh beyond that point arc supprossed
building of such a party, and preparation by those who depend on US imperialism
of public opinion far it, must be our task for their existence, hen one accepts
also, | and ‘supports the status quo one camnnot
In January of 1972, the CAMPAIGN TO COM=- promote ideas which help to clarify is-
BAT CULTURAL FASCISM was announced, This shies, ‘generalize experience and tring
campaign made concrete the general tasks about real and long-lasting social
of the program which were: changes This cannot be done because these
--to wage class struggle in the classroon -deas '‘Wwill help us to overthrow fascism,
against all anti-scientific anti-working the parasitic rule of US monopoly capi~
class ideas as well as fascist classroom talism, ;
restrictions. We eaw the necessity for rep~ | Fescist culture attempts to prevent
resenting the proletarian revolutionaxy us from doing thrce things., It attempts
1ine in the schools and universities, to prevent us from seeing our own posi-
~=to support mass democratic, anti~fascist tion and the nature of our encmy clear-
.organizations and develope fraternal rela=- ly in‘'the context of history and social
'tions with them, and to develope basic mass progress, it attempts to prevent us from
idemocratic study and discussion groups 1n taking any action based on a through- .
‘order to further strengthen our ties among going-analysis of American class socie-
ithe masses, ty, and creates cultural roadblocks to

--t0 hold mass~democratic meetings on poli=- unity under the slogan of "bourgeols

\‘tical topics in order to popularize and de~ Individualism" ~--an individualism tased
velope our .struggle against fascismy - on egecentrism:s .. . |
wato distribute works of great communists .  The-soul of fascist culture is the obe

‘apd support and distribute organs of prop~ scuring and denying.of the role of the
'aganda of the American Communist Workex's masses in history, The American working
]Movement (Marxist-Leninist) and other fra=~ c¢lass’ is rising, and is very willing and
ternal revolutionary organizations, and, capable of selzing state power from the
-~to produce and distribute Rhode Island small handful of US monopoly capitalists
1Student to sum up developments within and and- their agents, Revolution is an his=-
report on the growing struggle against. fas- torical inevitability and the only sol-
'cism in the university and across the coun- utlon.to our problems,
itry. as a whole, in order to raise the level . e students and intellectuals can not
'of this struggle. : sit and dream up a genuine people's cul=-
At this timo we begar a protracted cam-  ture in the midst of modern Anerican
peign, the first of 1ts kind in R,I, This fascism, We can prepare the groundwork
was. the CAMPAIGH TO COMBAT CULTURAL FASCISM,for a’ truely democratic America and a
The purpose of this campaign has been to genuine people’s culture only by destroy=-
strengthen the unity of all progressive ing the decaying culture and ideology
people in Rhode Island and across the ‘coun= of the exploiting classes which have
try as a whole, in order to raise the level ruled us, This will help prepare matere
of this struggle from one of understanding ial conditions for the final cverthrow
fascism to ACTIVELY UWITING WITH OTHERS of fascism in all spheres of American
IN ORDER TO ORGANIZE OUR OPPOSITION TO soclety, .
FASCISI, R ! 'This forum to COMBAT CULTURAL FASCISH
The development of this campaign, and could by no means be the final wexd on
particularly the planning of this forum to- cultural fascism, Combatting cultural
day, shows that a significant attack again- fascism means taking up the world out-
st anarchism has been made, This struggle look ‘of the international prolectariat
that has been with us since the earliest- 08 our own--the outlook of just strug-
days of our organization still continues, gle, principled unity on the basis of
We are now planning the further development solving concrete problems, and revolu=
of our Political Prozram based on the weal- tions ile must.change ourselves, The
th of experience gained this year in build- struggle agalnst fascism goes on within
ing organization at many levels, With CON- is and without us, It is particularly
STANT SUMMING UP OF FXPERIENCE and DEEPEN- 1interse among students and intellectuals
ING TIES AMONG THE PEOPLE we will certain- Where the old worn out carrot of a bour-
1y live up to the task of participating in geois career is still held out to us,
tuilding a true revolutiorary perty of the I0 COMBAT CULTURAL FASCISH is to tweak
American working class, a revolutionary through the bindings of a culturc which
party which will arouse the masses and lead can-offer us nothing but consumption and
us in the struggle against American fancismdecay, self-service and, in the long
Fascist culture is not a mystery or the - ¥un, .acceptance and sutmission to fas-
product of some ill=dofined "human nature"”, clomi
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The fact that we have come here together Ce
signifies the beginning of a real attack. OnR,
fascist culture, We are not sitting alone
somewhere contemplating thé cosmos,' CHhere

is no "individual salvation”, In thé face ni

. of organized. fascist oppression --CUR HAIN ad
WEAPON IS UNITY, ke

Today we are uniting on the bafsis of ex= e}
posing and repudiating fascist culture,

"This is a tremendous tasis of unity, Fas-~ ‘th
cist culture would have us asking "what = da
can you do for me?" or, "how can I be a-= er
mused a 1little longer?" We have no use for 1ir
questions like this, We want to CRGANIZE th
TO CHANGE THE WORID, not to discuss it end.-th
lessly or dissect it, Revolutionary stu- ar
dents and intellectuals have a great role pl
to play in the American people's struggle = 1le
against fascism, The American Communist
Workers Movement (Marxist-Leninist) has  of
called upon us to take up the struggle in 1la
the cultural and ideologlical sphere, This je
is our own struggle, Friends and supportersfd
of the Rhode Island Student Movement from ca
all over Rhode Island have come together
in the course of a common struggle to sum = ex
up experience, clarify lines, and learn in
from each other's exverience in exposing ev
and repudiating fascist culture and 1in Th
building mass-democratic, anti-fascist or< ca
ganization-- the complete antidthesis of He
what fascism offers us, ve

This forum is being held at a great time mu
in history. The economy of US imperialism 1if
1s approaching total hreakdown due to the in
development of its internal contradictions,th

Competitlon between the US and advanced ez
capitalist countries is growing more and  pIl
more intense, Anti-imperialist revolution ke
is developing and winning ever-increasing fa:
victories in the face of imperialist op~ de
vression and exploitation, as
© The American people are seeing the true ¢
nature of thelr oppressors as the US gover-er
nment falls more and more heavily on the the
force of arms to maintain its tottering SYyx
rule, Greater oppression ill only hasten be
the development of the revolutionary pol=- an
itical consclousness among our people, The ex)
American Communist Workers Movement (Marx= of,
ist-leninist). has taken up the task of of
building a revolutiomary party tesed upon mat
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought in  an
order to lead the American people in thelr ob;
otruggle agpinst fasciom and for socialibmfaf
Chalrman Mao tcaches that A single spark fal
can start a pralrio firo". Our irle firew
will be tho mass~democratic, anti-fascist tly
revolution of the American working clams enc
and people. The spark that we are creatingbul
is the spark of mass democracy, With deep.to’
ties among the pecople and the weapon of  We:
mass democracy, our oppressors will only of,
become more isolated and frantic until thoTRE
American people rise up and sweep them a- in:
way in a revolutionary storm, ., ol

end item we/



