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1ol pUskiNG ghisgTion O SRS S i Al

it I8 now mere than ever claar thet the legitimate poittical demand of t‘frhﬁopu‘far
forces inEthiopta for the urgent congtl sution of & provieional democratic government
16 sxcute and impiiment e lmmediate reévoivtianary dsmands of the mesEes has become
ena of the burning guestions of our movemert, Al this cructal stage of the struggle

the triumph of ravpiutionary democracy of voneervative reactions depends on ihe
incentrovertibie fact wather this popular will fimde concrate exproselon in the
craation of this dumoeratie organ of poawds or in ite tratnp) ihg under the {A5M boots

of forcaful miiitary domination of eur patiticsl {1{e.

The historical Importancs of this provisional damocratic governmeni at the present

is dictated politically by the urgent need of the ravalutionary nrocena 1N the brlef geriad
of transiiion of power from that of autotratic rule to @ populariy elecied democrailc i
government of ihe people, The Immedi ate revolutionary tamks of thi= provisignal democ=
ratic government ars precisely claar:

1. Until & popular constitution ia discussed, drafted and ratified by A popuisr asgembly
eiected by direct universal suifrage, should decree and impliment the WUNGOND ~
TIONAL RIGHT OF THE MASSES for fraedom of press, spesch, assembly and.
tha pight to form politicsl partiss, MASS osrganizations, popuiar committees, BR800~
clatlons etc.

2. It should enact and Impliment a dacrse that should guaranigs the dastruction el
disbandment of countsr -revelutionary instiiutions and organi zations of the eld ordar,
and conduct at the sanms iime uwhder the eyes of publlc control the radical t‘at:;fg"'ganl'»
zation and rg-structuring of ine armed forces, the police; the couris, the prisons, &tc.
and thair infusion with popilar and patriotic alemants of the population. I shsuld
protect as well the riant of the measses to organize ihalr own popular milltie dnd safe~
gunrd the right ot cltizens to carry and posses firearms, ‘

3. Until & popularly alecied Hemocratic govertmant of the people work out & pasic policy
on the agrarian quesiion and impliment the rovolutionary demand '"land to the tillert,
the provisional democreatic governmsnt should snact a decree o the affect of nationall-
zing all lands, ard deciars officlially the abolltion of rent, services and other fouide!
dues and obligations,

&4, Unill a popuiar sesembly elected by ihe people work gut and ratify 8 full scale
progremme of rationalizations and decldez on the path of aoonomlC devslopment of the
country, and untll these revolutionary measures are tmplimentad by a popularly
elecied democratic government of tha peopls, the provisional govennment should enact
» decres to the effect of natlonalizing atl FOREIGN OWHNED industrias, compantss,
panks, means of transport and cammunicdtions, agricultural plantations, mines, etec,
which are vital to the aconamlc [1fe of the country; and demand the {mmediate confis-
cation of the properly of tha royal famblies and other notorlous gnemies of the people.
B. In its Immediate farelgn policy, the provislonal demodaratic government should adopt
and foliow a neutral policy based on the equaility and soverelgnity of all nations and

tha non-interferencs of one nation In the internal affairs of another, and sirictly
demand and tmpliment ke cessetion of all EOREIGN mititary bases, Harmful imatitutions
and agencies; milltary persennel and staff from the couriry.

6. - And most important of all, 1t ahould prepare, supervise and conduct the convacation
of a popular asssmbly sné the rree@iection of a democr atie government of the people

in the immediate Sibiire;, ana AR UPS the wnrestricted dyramic plnr“.l!clpiﬂon of the
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i g d put the
nd the!r authentic organizations in ellectoral process an
mass m.:‘z.:::.zh: state freely at their disposal without any exclusive privilege to any

soclal group, political pariy, mass organization etc, \

ence constiiute the immediate tasks of the provisional gevernment, And
Th:.t'htenp:':clu definition of the character and soclal make-up of this organ of power
}’:t;f iremendous polltical importance more than the correct formulation of Its immed-
fate revelitlohary tasks, for the successful and thorough consumation of the later
depends absolutely on the popular sfructure. and democratic content of this government.

The provisicnal democratic government draws g revoiutionar t rlq%
310 pull and grows out of !

A 4 [t s the expras f i
gt e tees, milltant groups and circ! t
N as mueh t! 0

by Lhe ec Mo other sccial group can usurp their legitimate pOWer,
nelther preiond to spealk In thelr names and defend their Interest nor become the scle

arbitre of the revolution, The masses are the makers of history and it 18 thair creative
collective power that can slone decide the destiny and the poliiical future of the country.

The demand for the creation of a provisional governmant (& not an idyllle dream as

the RIGHT CPPORTUNIST/ 'trend in our movement migreabiy try to blabber but is
dictated polltically by” the Wégent need ‘of a popular orgen of powet to axtute and
impliment thess immed!ate tasks of the revolutionary movement, And neither [ts cons-
titution 18 unfeasible as these arm-chalr revolutionaries authoriiatively preach,

for the militant revolutionary movement of the massesl has provided a new dynamic
structure ‘of popular Institutions, commitieas, mas% aerganizations, groups and circles.
which could go Into the democcratlc congltution of the provisional government. What
miserably pedantry and lack of polltical vision that thls impotent clique In our move-
ment cannot provide a- concrete political alterpative to this transition of power and
the proper orgen necessary that could be (. imatrumental in (12 excution, except

that franticg!ly shreiking the strategic slogan HDown with imperialism and feudalism".
it should be cheserved that the position of RIGHT OPPORTUNISM in our movement
contain a dangerous |lquidationlst character, By evading the concrete isspe of tran-
sliion of power, It disarms the masses politically and exposss the revolutionary move-
ment -, the ewindling and u{rpat%on of Ite |egitimate right by & self-styled milltary
juntayd’

popular

it is a fact now tha%h army junta s in the process of consc!ldating its political grip
and expediting 1ts absolute monopollzation of polliical power by flaunting the popular will
which emphatically called for the immediaie constitution of a provisional demociatic
government. It has mow ¢esortaed to amploy a dose of violence mixed with open threat,
Intimidation and show of force to assert its exciusive hegemony. It has arrogantly
lgncrad this legitimate demand of the massesd and cynically replied with the formation
of a phony'iciviiian advisory group'. It has focefully contained and repressed the ‘
pockeis of revelutlonary democrats and patriotic groups in the armed forces from
affirming the popular will, And il Is now abusing the trust and confidence of the masses
with deceptive promises of ‘''a free republic”, while by skilful play of propaganda it
I8 trying to dévide and weaken the high tide of the mass movement.

The junta in the guise of %a provisional miiitary government® has now officially
expnessed |ts firm commitment to facilitate the conatittution of a new "democratic and
ert!-communist government i Moreover, it has imposed strict curfews and warned the
masses to refraln from the act of demonstrations, work stoppages, sirlkes, open - =~
mass meetings and political rallies. It'has scrapped away the Yeonstitulion! and
quietly dissolved the parllament. Despite the sirong and révolutionary demand of the
masses it-has conspicuously falled to formulate a clear political programme for the
period of transition. In one stroke [t abollshed the autocracy and yet In another appeal
invites a paralized prince to take the crown, So far no radical measures have been
empioyed to excute and Impilment the immediate tasks of the revolutionery movement.
The legitimate demands of the people Including that of the rank and flle soldliery have
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been absoiutely ignored. In short, the junta has row spanly bagan to expose the dif-
ferent facets of its antl-democratic character and Ite latent fear of the masses.

It 18 only the TAILIST TREND |(n our movement that could not grasp and follow the
inoxorable movements of events towards this critical confrentation. As far back in
February, during the hest of the revolutionary offensive against the Autocracy, the
Inception of the Cocrdinating Committee of the Armed Forces was Initlally the spon~
taneaous product of the polltical discontent and mutiny of the renk and file and low-
aanking soldiers., "Some of . the members of the commities were democraticaliy eleck-

ed by the rank and file soidiers, A large but as yet unknown number of offlcers ware '
elther Indirectly smuggled In or directly appointed by the offlcers! from above. And ‘
yet it (s an opsn fact that "(hese elements are from the elite cirele of the military

with which counder-revolutionary experlence and long ldlological tla with the C,1, A,

The Guardign of Septamber 13, 1974 refering to the composition of the commities

stated that "™any are american tralnad..... A surprigingly large number of the me _

of the commitiee are lawyers.' {1 is now beyond doubt that & no less negligible num=

ber of the members of the Cocordinating Committee have a counter<revoiutionsry chgs
racter and & reactionary pelitical history notorious for thelr crus! participation

In the bloddy repression of workers, students, peasants and nationa!lst movements
throughout the country, pecople who served ''body and soul® the Autocrecy and stink

Grzat natlon chauvenism, The career|st and opportunist offilcers who vesterday rods

et s rough-shod tyranically over their men may also take the charnce of awindling the i
renk and flle soldlers e siip quietly into the committee as "decent and petriotic! men ikl
of the dﬂy- : !

This Irréefutable fact destrovs the illuslon about the majic spall of the military and

petty-b ourgeols mvthology that arcse In our very eyes which assert with the most ' {
stinking dose of servility that the army alone pan now provide ihe only capable political
leadership and "save® the'couniry! Even then, we feel at thie moment, It s as yet
precisely difflcult to decide absolutely about the couner-revolutionary character of

the army, for we are sirictly incapable of assessing correcily the extent of influence

and power of revolutionary damocrats and patrioiic groups within the forces,

In our eyes,‘ the decl!sive battle between revolution and countar-revoiution both within
the Armed Forces and in the political lifs of the country at large will be decided by the
urgent political question wethar the popular wlll triumphs In the constliution of a
provisional damocratic government or in |ts defe.al te be replaced by rabld cry of

Moo snd orderi® ‘ -
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LEITER TO0 T RE - BRIDEDR

Dear Editor;

I have read your Bulletin and Mcund it very intedesting. As we know,today,
our country is in a revolutionary situation, but to make this revolutionary
gituation stronger , we have to raise the consciousness of the pppréssed
people of Fthiopia.Thls needs the intepration of us with the people, Specially
at this time you should be very tactfull and find any possibility that the
reader can recieve your Bulletin . If we want to know what role the imperialists
play in our country, about feudal oppression, the bleod-suckers and 50 ON...
the only possibility at this noment is just to write to owr brothers abroad
(Just like you)u Therefore, I kindly ask you to be your subscriber,if there

is something to pay to be a member I will gladly do it.Additicnally, I,.askxto
sand me all your previous publications and books dealing with }hrxis:nr-ieninsm;
since I want to form a study group. But, before I do that I should be well-read
myself and I hope you will do your best to help me.

very truly yours,
GONA KEBEDE, HARRAR,Ethicpia.

Thank so much for writing us. We will do our best to supply you with relevant
‘materials you asked. like all other brave comrades at home, who have correctly
upderstood the urgent tasks of Dthiopian reveluticnaries, we whole hartedly
encourage you in forming Mamdst-Leninst study groups. Let hundred of Marxist-
Leninist schools of thought and study groups blocsom.

EDITOR.

Dear Fditor;

I am one of the activist elements of our student movement which is hased on the
political 1line of anti-feudalism and anti-imperialism. Due to the February
mass popular movement we bhve withdrewn from the University. Even now, the
military junta which is in power is trying to force us to go to the mual areas.
Therefore, in light of these conditions some of us have deemad it necessary
and indispesable to form study circles. Ard to do +this , I think we should have
gome theoretical works and guidances which are relevant to our country.
Therefore, [ think vour belover and lesson glving Bulletin of the WWFES will
solve our problem, and T heg you earnestly to send me your popular Bulletin
and I want to be your subscrdiber . 1 am optimist that you will respond ine
pogitively.

oo Coamhadely yours,
MLSEFIN BESHAH,
AUDIS ABABA , ETHIOPIA.



-

Tt cannot be a surprise to Ethiopian revolutionaries that the junta that usurped the .
right of the masses has come out openly revealing its fascistic nature. In collabora-
tion the well known C.I.A. agents the junta has started an unholly "erusade” to liqui-
date revolutionary forces. Under such circumstances, whst you comrades at home are
striving to do, i. e, forming study groups, is the immediate task of Ethiopian revolut-
jonaries. The clock has struck that Ethiopian revolutionaries start to get organized
at all lebels. It is owr principled duty to encourage you in voue sacred duty of for-
ming study groups. We will send you our bulletin and other relevant and available
materials if they ever reach you.

£ditor

Dear Editor.

I have been reading your bulletin since last month. I used to borrow it from some of
my friends who get your issues. But at present I want to get your issues directly
from you. That is why I decided to correspond with you. I have got some doubts on
which I want you to help me, namely:
1- how much shall I pay to get your issue? 2- How manv copies do vou publish in a
vear? And I also like to know more about the bulettin of the WWFES. I am sure you
will help me to get rid of my problems.

Waiting for your reply

Saleh Ali

Dire Dawa, Ethiopia

Nice to receive your short letter. We will send you all iseeues of our publications.
As our bulletin is monthly, we publish approximately ten issues exeept for the months
of August and September if things go allright. Ve don't endeavour to explain to you
about the WWFES on this issue for space reasons. Wle have sent you a letter instead.
Keep on writing us.

Editor

Dear Brothers;
I have seen your bulletin which I would like to read regularly. Would you please add
my name to your list of subscribers.

Fraternally

Sam Sarrr

Cardiff, Britain

IN CO”“.?E"T__":RATIONOF COMRADE

MESFIN HABTU

On November 1, 1971, a very shocking news came from New York about the mysteriaus
death of Comrade Mesfin Habtu. The death of Mesfin, at a time of the revolutionary
battle of the LCthiopian Student Movement agsainst the social chauvenists in North
America and elsewhere, was a serious blow to our movement and the Ethiopian revolution
in ozneral.

Mesfin's revolutionary record can be traced back from his heroic and dedicated service
as a leader of USUAA, NUEUS and ESUNA, Mesfin had served the Ethiopian Student
Movement with unreserved commitment and dedication. He had been in jails many times
and suspended from the university. These hardships were so little to this Ethiopian
revolutionary that he had contitnued his service to the cause of the our revolutio-
nary movement.,

Along with Tilahun, Walleligne, Cetachew, Martha and the others, Mesfin Habtu is

the unforhettable martyre of our movement and the peoples of Ethiopia. As an ardent
enemy of national and class oppressions, Mesfin Habtu had heroically fought the
neo-colonial autocratic regime of Haile Selassie on the one hand and the social- chau-
venists and narrow nationalists on the other, Within our movement he had advocated
for the equality of all nationalities and their right for self-determination thereby
crushing Great nation chauvenism and social-chauvenism on the one hand and narrow
nationalism on the other. The Ethiopian student movement and the peoples of Ethiopia
will pay tribute to this champion of democracy not merely bv annual cormemorations
but by extending this recognotion of the right and equality of all nationalities to
its actual consummation through the national democratic revolution for whenever we
think of him we think of the revolution.
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NEWS AND INFORMATION

The popularized question
it is te be remsmbered,that after the removal of the reacticnary govermment of

Aklilu by the ferecious uprisings of the bread Ethiepian masses in February,the
fascist ruling-class and its conmanding ally U.S. imperialialises, meade an

attempt te lengthen their numbered-days by appeiting another aristocrat, Endal-
katchew te form a'new government” . However,this day-dream was met by the aver-
increasing vigilance of the Bthiopian people. it was at this very deitical moment
that the students,workers,teachers and other democratic forces creatively forward-
=d the timely and cencrete slogan saying that, " Endalkstchew's goverrment should
be removed " and " a previsional demccratic goverrmment be established", Even

now, when the mflitary Coordinsting Committee has established its own military .
government ,this slogan has been more popularized by the prevailing concrete
palitical situations in the country. In fact, even within the srmed forces itseif
the Air-Force, the Technical department of the army, the Body-guard  and the
Army-Aviation sections have demunded the "the establishment of a provisional- :
democratic goverrnment” and the due respect of the fundamental demooratic desghds |
and rights of the peopla. ;

ey S gt e

In reply to these democratic calls, the Military Junta arrested and mighandled

the delegates of the above mentioned sectione of the armed forces., Imnidiately,

the University students of Addiz Ababa protested againgt these anti-popular :
medsures fod demgndec the release of the delegates. However, the jurta gave its : ‘
deaf-ear.Moreover, it has been reported that seven . members of the Technical .
Department of the Anmy (seme of the delegates which were arrested onfOct,l1c=1974)

were brutally massacred by the Military junta. ww’[m.my shows the true colour

of the self-appoited military government, i.e. its anti-popuiar and anti~democ -

ratic nature.

The anti-popular activities of the junta are not limited only &gaihat damocratic

elements within the armed forces,but also against all sectors of the society

which struggle for a democratic Ethiopia and oppoge a military. rule.Recently,

the Coordinating Comnittee of the armed forces shis arrested a student from the

University of Addis Ababa,TIBERE BERHANE, charging him for agitating for the

establishment of a "provisional democratio government . Moreover,it has arrested

many other students, whose nhumber is not yet known and a University Marxist=~

professor , based on the same’'charges'! '



Students-protest abread

The World Wide Federation of Ethiopian Students made a call be all Ethiopian
gtudents abroad to make & demonstration on Sept. 27,1874 in support of the
timely slogen "a prowisional democratic government \‘amﬂt be established" raised
by the people §id to-exppese: the wiwavering anlidarity they deserve; = .

and to condemn the recent attitude of the Coordinating Committee of the armed

forces to be the sole ruler af the country, its anti-popular and anti-democratic

measures (activities).

Accordingly, many Ethiopien student unions made their protests against the junta
by (demonstralons ,prepaganda works ,saxsdi;xg letters and telegrams.

The Ethiopien Students Union in North America expressed pzptestg,_against the
junta and its solidarity with the Fthiopian toilisg mass;;:s by holding a de:r\dhsm-
+ion and cccupying the Officp of the Ethiopian Mission in the United Natiens,

in New York city,for some time. It alse sent its concrete demands to the Coordi=a. i
nating Coamittee of the armad forces.

Similariy,the Ethiopian Students Unicon in West Germany protested by ralluing

many progressive organizations both German and Foreign,in a dgemonstration held

in Borin.Besides, on Sept. 28,1974, the E.S.U.G. participated in a dercnstration
held in Cologne,tc express its golidarity with the peoples of Mozambique ,Angola
and Guinea-Bissau , on the occanion of the "Afyican Week", After exposing the
~urrent situation in Ethiople,the FaR UGS pmﬁen-tedlmso):uficms and Were unani=
mously carried on by 1000 participants of the Afriaan-Wesk manifestation.

(the resoiutions are to be found in the next pages...)

The Ethiopian Students Union In Hoiland,likewise, made its demonstration with

full cooperation of other progressive organizations,in Amsterdam. The participants
finally went to the U.S. Counsul.and presented a lattec to' ba- forwarded to the
President of thg U.5.A. The ma in content of the letter was, the demand for the
immediate dismantling of the U.S. goverrment ‘s and Haile Selassie's regine secret
militéry - agree:mnts(ﬂefence-—&gr‘eemzts) and the removal of all U.S. military'
pases from Ethiopia. s

The Ethiopian Student Unions in the U.S.5.R. and Hungary have also nade their
protests by gending = letter of protest and telegram tc the Coordinating Committee

of the armed forces ,respectively.

The declaration cn forelgn policy

According to the daclamation of the Coordinating Camittee of the Ethiopien
armed foreas,it announced that its foreign policy will be based on the principle
of non-alignment, where all the agreenents and pacts made with foreign nations
in the past will remain the same and obtain their due respect,

This deelaration clearly shows that tha Coordinating Conmittee affirms all the

agreements which made Ethiopia a neo-colony and ernlaved its people.Particularly,




the military, economic and cultural agreements made with the U.S. government
which facilitate the latter's imperialistic control over Ethiopia and which

i one of thermain causes for the underdevelopment ?I the country, has been taken
for granted by the Coordinating Committee in its foveign policy. Where is the
anti~imperialist nature of the- Mprovisional" military government” that was inter—
nationally prepagated ? :

This being the actual foreign policy of the military junta, it deciared that its
guiding philesephy is "Ethiopia Tikdem (first) | Akorkaashwa Yiwden{Down with its
Plinderers) " , to put en its nationalist mask . It is cbviousg,that if Ethiopia is
be the firet bensfacter of its resouces, all for=ign domination in econamical ,
political, military and cultural aspects should be crushed primi ly and rep}aoed
by an independeht socio~economic structure where all the property is owned by the
people and used for the pecple, i.e. the total destruction of imperialiem from
its roots. But these gentlemen of the jurnta seem to underestimate the vigilance
of the “heveic Ethiopian masses.On the one hand they allow the continuation of

the brutal expleitation and eppressicn of the people by imperialists and feudalists
and on the other mm:they claim that their puiding prineiple is"E‘thiopia tikdem=
Akorkwastwa yiwdem". WHERE is their destination ? '

The retwm of Veterans

Rgpqr'ts caning from home, show that Armericens are intensifying their intruding
activities by rotating areud the Coordinating Committee of the armed forces of
Ethiopia.The C:I.A. which has obtained a world-wide reputation for its counter—
revoluticnary worka and invention of inhuman prevacative, torturing and messacring

mathods (e,g. Chile) is spreading its tentacles in Ethiopia at this very moment-

" pessibly for another missien. Particulariy, the mtx‘ni of the widely known
notorious C.I.A. agents such as Dean Paul, Clapaham, Mr. Scotr, Markus Hearystrong,
etc.... and thei activities in Addis Ababa deserves & special attention. Here,
again it is important to notice the, "declaration of the military juntd on its
foreign policy in light of the current intensification of the C.L.A. activities

in the country; as the struggle of the Ethiopian people is becoming more concerted
than ever and in light of the anti-populapmeasiures taken by the junta.

The pressing demand

Among the pressing demands of the Ethiopian people is the trial and execution in

a popilar court, of the fascist Haile Selassie and his criminal coliegues who

. were regponsible for the death of thousands and starvation of miliions. Though this
question has:been repeatedly raised by the people, the Coordinating Committee of
the armed forces did nothing tangible except paying its lip-service and brushing
aside the question , showing its reluctant attitude towards fulfilling any popular

* demand.



A dishonest amesty
Weer the Coorvinating Committee announced its amnesty for all political prisoners

HA exiles, it denied the hereic Eritreans fighting for the liberation of the
Eritreans masses,gaying that , " they are trving *f:‘ divide Pthiopia". It also
refused to issue passports to Eritrean exiles. The Pritrean question cannot he
seent: isolated from the deposed fascist rule of Haile Selassie's government
which _4_5_1_*:= fully--annexed Eritrea and tried to crush Eritrean pecple's resistance
by it

can only be solved by democratic means i.e. the recognition of the right of the

]

rhuman "kill all and burn all" hitlerite policy. The Eritrean question

Eritrean peovle to salf-determination up to and ineluding secession. But,

y s A " - : : 5 _‘mc“.;\:l-—, 4

by using the Mussclinite policy of mass massache pr actisec,by the the mild tary
forces under the: Coorrdinating Committee against the Hr itreans in the village
of Omajar in Fritrea. Therefore,tif the amnesty is to be fair,honest, it should
include all the political prigohers and exiles whe are victims of the fascistic

yule of Haile Selassie, i.e. including Eritrean prigoners and e€xiiss.

THE SSCOND CONGRESS OF THE WORLD-WIDE FEDERATION
‘ _OF ETHIOPIAN STUDENTS

The Second Congress of the WWFDS was hekd in Berlin, from Sept.l till Sept.8-1574

Tha CG!‘.%T{*—:GS s widely ‘1'-5“-"_51\_-;3"";115;.1 by de ]_f-“:i-‘,rlT."i-; of ‘Ethisplan Stadent Uniond from
41t over the world,for the firet time in the history of the Ethiopian Student
Movament:.

What made the Congress more spectacular was the presence of delegates (the Presi=~
dent and Secretary) of the Union of the University Students of Addis Ababa, the
vangnard of the Lthiopian Student Moverment, which was' unable to send representd ives
for the past seven yeare, due to the fasc istie repression imposed on Our comrades
at home, by the feudal regime of Haile Selassie. The commades wera gilven &

militant revoluticnary welccme by the Congress, chanting, "USUAA! USUAA! USUAA! .Y
Uther Ethiopian Student:Unione represented were ; the E.S.U. in North America,

in Algeria, in the Sudan, the World-Wide Fthiopian Women Study Croup (these tsé‘i,tug,
the member unions) ; the E.S.U. in Cairo, the E.S.U. in Europe and many of its
members, Besides, there were many delegates of foreign progre ssive organizations
who expressed their revclutionary sclidarities Wwith the ESM. Some delegates came
from afar- the delegate of the African Red Family from England, the delegate of

the Liberation Frant of the Peoples of Omun from Algeria and the delegate of the

Communist Party of C:

Marxist-Leningt from Canade. Others, expressed their

revolutionary solidarities by gending letters and telsgrams.
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T brosd representation of Bthiopisn Students in this Cangress ytheadepiheof its
omﬁnt matter and succesafull outcames, clearly show the high qualstative stage
the Ethiopian Student Movemant hes reached.This is a'hard-blow" against those very
few elements in our movemant who try to castrate its'\‘ revolutionary and partisan

(to the cppressed masses) nature by preaching that the "primary" task of the
Ftidopian Student Movement is to ensure the henefit of its members; who by opposing

prezching a very leose structure were trying to turn the wheeliof history backwards
tn regain its demplished face of a social club of the past.

st vhe end of the Congress, the new officials of the WWEES for the year 197475
were elected. < 7
' PRESTDENT-=~===-====~t0 be nominated by the homefront
(NUES or USUAA) -presently vacant .
YICE~PRESIDENT-~---~~BEXELE GEBRE MARTAM (ESUNA).

-

SORETARIAT :
1.SEERETARY OF FOREIGN RELATION: -~=-ZEKARTA ABDJLAHI (TTALY-ESUE)
5 SECREATRY OF PUBLICATTOBMp----—==" VOHANNIS KIFLE (SWISS-ESUE)
§.STCRETARY OF WELFARE=mm==-=====""" NEGUSSTE MENGESHA(W , GERMANY
* ESUE).

u"mmsmnn-..--n--——----———---w—- Zer‘U 1i| Marim (ES[M)

=

The Cecretariat of the WWEES i preparing a detailed report of the 2nd Congress
-nd it will be released amai:

ammendad
EDTTORIAL EOARD ; According to the Gonstitution of the E-MFFW its 2nd Congress,

+ta WWEES will have an m;mial Board , constituted of seven board-menbers which
is led by ~the-Sacretants “of Publications. |

Monbers of tiwe Sditorialwaoard:;*.m the following:~ - ,

. MELLESSE TEKLE-=--mnn-=n====-==== ADDIS ABABA = USUAA.

9 . TTAMENE BITEMA ===nm========""" ~ma= W. GERVANY -~ ESUE

3. AVELE BEKELE =wme---=m=n======== CANADA - ESUNA

4. PEKADE - -y et e W.GERMANY = ESUE

5, AET, MOHAMED - - EGYPT -REGICNAL UNION OF
£TH.S.. IN MIDDLE-EAST & N.AFRIC/

6. TESFASELLASIE =-===~= B - SWISS - ESUE

7. SFREKE BMERESe=mmsemmm=s====r" - HOLLAND - ESUE



A NEW ERA OF STRUGGLE : BY MAMO ZELLKE

Events have not taken us by surprise.On the famous historic thursday morn-

ing a group of officers entered silently the libmlpr of the Jubilee palace

and read to the emperor 2 proclamation accuging him of having "utilized his
power and dignity of his peeition for personal benefits" and announced curtily
to him that he has been deposed henceforth.

This action to depose the monsrch has been received calmly by the popuhtim
who had continued ag usual to attend to their daily affairs,and this is absclu-
tely an evidence that Haile Sellassie, the last of the absolute monarche,has
bedome since along time a stranger to the actual realities of Ethiopia.

Evidently, the Cvordinating Committee of the armed has not arrived at this Fis-
torical decision by themselves alone.Arapid glimpse of edhts preceding the de=-
position of Haile Sellassie and the designation of the paraelized prince Asfa-
Wossen as the new king of the country, testifies how many of the monarchy have
been impelled in this respect by the popular pressure of the masces.
Recaputilation
Phase one: An unprecedented wave of militant demonstration and strikes affecting
diverse sections of the econcmy and invelving the oppressed masses coincided with
the mutiny of the armed forces to lead to the resignation and later to the arrest
of.all the cabinst menbers of Prime Minister Aklilu Habtewold. A new Frime -
Mirjster,Endalkatchew,was nominated.
Sscond phase:The conflict between Endalcatchew and the popular masses begart in
earnest, The effigy of the Prime M ter was burnt by the students,his deponifnu.
was demanded by nany leaflets and clandestine tracte, and in a series of articles
which appeared in the journals his plan of reform was rejected by the population.
The division of the army between "mdepates" and "radicals" accentuated and Fina-
1ly brought-forth the arrest of many progressive officers accused of preparing
a coup d'etat, In the porcess the big feudai nobilities began to skilfully :
maneouver to take again the upper-hand of the situation. Finally the ammy again
intervened when hostili t:ur between the Aiwme= force: and the pro-government para=
troopers dsgumed verry gr\ave proportions. The big feudal-lords and certain nambers
of the cabinet of Erdalkalchew wers arrested.
Thind phase:The reactionary military conmdiitiee created by Endalkatchew was dis-
golved and a new Coordineting Committes of the armed forces couposed of eighty
menbors was constituted. The political and social ;u;:tat.wz- anc distribuition of
anti~govertmant tracts continued 1ncmasartly
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A new Prime Minieter Michesl Imru, was named and a new cabinet ocaprising officers
was reconstituted. The originel draft of the new cénstitution was made mublie.
Aman Andom came to be the chief d'etat of the armed forces.,

The nomination of the aristocret Imru as prine mnibter did not diminish the
intensity of the Ethiopian political crises. Whatever his pmtwtlm reformist
and liberal tendency, Imru did not get the confidence of the pecple. To'the con-
trary, his nomination increased the anger of the masses and especially this time
against the Coordinating Committes of the armed forces itself. In one violent
attack against the Comniftee a clandestine tract entitled " TATEO CHIXA " refer-
red to thdpeplacement of the aristocrat Endalkatchew by aristocrat Michael as
" an insult to the Fthiopian people." At the same time a clandestine journal
edited regularly ( called "DEMOCRACIA" ) criticized the military for their in-
efficient and lukewarm action and apperent fear of the maesss. The fact that Tmru
kept in his cebinet members of the preceding cabinet of Endaikatchew and nominated
well known reagticraries like Colonel Belatchew Jemarneh as minister of interior
did nothing except arousing and increasing the popular anger. ;
, j i
The new canmission of inquity created to mvmtigme intu the corrupted: activitie;
of mihisters and @overnment officials bégan td publilh Peports whikh renderd
Jé;ous even thoze newspapers and jiouwrnals which feed on scandal sensations.
It was revealed that all the old crder had besn implicated in avest and notorious
system of corganized corruption and rebbery, the enbezzling of miblic funds, app=-
ropriation and land grabbirg,and the deposition of huge sume of money in foreign
banks, etc,

The publication of the draft of the new constitution (after ammendment by the-
Coordinating Committee of the axmed forces) found the Ethicvpian people engaged

in a drematic dnd conscious agitation which stiil continued against the old order.
And when the people began to discuss epenly the draft of the new proposed con-
stitution, the military clearly realized how many of the population hed already
advanced extremely radical demands.

The rejection of the draft of the proposed constituticn by the people was made

for many reascns.

1) The place which the clause reserves for the monsarchy. Eventhough, the absolute
nature of the regime had been destroyed, the sovereign still remains " above the-
law." %

2) The ambiguos rosition on the fundamental question of forming political parties.
The draft of the new constitution declares " unless it is utilized for division
of Bthiopla .......political parties may be constituted.”

3) The affirmation that the king should be a believing member of the Orthodox
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- church, and the absence in the clauses of any guarantee of the right of oquniit;
between different nationalities.

The draft of the preposédrosnstitution was attacka‘;i equally by the Left and

Right. |

From the left the organized students and the intelectuals attacked it as"reformist"
"monarchist" , and " being very far fram the demands of the labouring masses," ‘
From the right, the hierarchy of the church (the higher clergy) attacked it far
having separated church and state.

Again, once more, themwas a political impasse.The country dragged itself with-

out an efficiert leadership. Eventhough, the némination of Aman Andom and the
subsequent discussions had contributed to reinforee the unity of the Forced, the
fissure among the members of the Comnittee persisted most of all on the question

of including the members of the Air Force (&nti-monarciist) in the Goordinating
Committee of the armed forees. And this is still that which has to be overcamed.

But the unity of the Conmittee was still far from being pecfect.Many are .those {
in all the jouwrnals and especially in the Western bourgecis prese and mass media, . ' °
who came up with fallacious answers to the guestion. It has been affirmed thei i
the Coordinating Comnittee of the armed forces had been agitating from the beg-
inning according to a detailed plan. This thesis not only forgets the internel
struggle and conflict between the members of the Coordinating Committee but alse
denies the preponderant role played by themasses.

what are the facts? Since Michael Imru became primé minister on the 22nd of

july, the popular anger did not cease to be manifested. In fact the popular anger
was 80 much broad and profound that it ended ultimately by turning absclutely
against the military. Without mentioning the différent trects digtributed clan-
destinely demanding the deposition of Imru and the formation of'a provisional
popular democratic government” , cne can cite the precise demands presented by

"the Voice of the University Studentsd . Not only the students have published a
complete list of cormupted officials (which included officers) who had to be
arrested but the executive Cammittee: of the union of the University Students of
Addis Ababa had sent two 13 page letter to the Coordinating Committee exposing

the basic political demands of the etudents and the people, among which are the
dismissal of Imru, the destruction of the fewlal mode of preduction,, the abolition
of the monarchy, the creation of a MﬁM,WWMW - ‘
@A onthe preparation of a new constitution Ly the elected representatives of the m
masses. These demands were also shared by the popular masses.

However ;the arrest of several mambers of Imru's cabinet, the dynamic pressure of
the masees, the total incapacity of the ruling circles to present a viable gover-
t gy
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rmental frent have pushed the military to intervene divectly. The fact that
these eperations.. have led ultimately te the palace is no more surprising.
Already the emperer had feund himself in direct Wtatim with the military
when he gave harbour and protectien te feudalist and bureacratic elements in
his palace. Besides, it was considered by tha masses as. purely ridiculeus to
arrest and judge enly the ministers without touching " the veriteble source of
all oppressien". Despit® the mass presure, howeveyy the military was still
hesitating in demenstrating the notable fact that the Committee was deminated
by mederate elements who regarded the : erown as" the synbol ef unity". Hence,
they were contented enly in arresting certain characters around the emperer
inoder just to @aolate him enly without geoing any further,

-

But the demenstration of the retirea Congo veterans and their pensions led the.

Committee te take more serieus measures. This demenstration "of the Conge veterans"'

which took place on 13the.of August exoressed a veritable defiance to the Comm-
ittee. Its representatives who were gent te discuss with the veterans were
molested and mistreated in general. Some hours later remours began to spread
theoughout the city to the effect that the ammed forces were divided and that
they were on the verge of confrontatiens. Other rumours equally placed the Congo
veterdns as victime of direct intrigue and manipulations by the imperial palace
and the emperors entourage. The immidiate reaction of the armed forces to all
this was a spectacular demenstration of their striking power and unity: a big
parade in which all branches of the armed fercves {including the Air Force) have
participated. And three days later, precisely on the 16th of August the crown
council( sanctuary of the federalists) and the cpecial military cenmittee of the
palace together with & special tribunal of the emperor were dissolved.

Little by little, gradually the axmed forces arrived or became close to the conc-
lusion already reached by the masses that without chasing Haile Selassie frem

power no significant action will be dorne. ‘

This clearly shows how. the frontal attack against the emperer and the royal-family
had reached its logical conclusion. The imperial palices were nationalized; and
hostile posters showing the monarch feeding his dogs contrasting with the victims
of the famine appeared in the streets of the capital . And despite the imposure
by the Comnittee against popular demenstration:, thousands of atudents, the un~
employed and the workers organizing a march sang and shouted, " Down with Haile-
Selassie! ", "Hsile Selaseie,thief!" , " hang Haile Selassie!"

The Coordinating Cammittee impelled by this popular anger were conpelled to in-
tensify and harden its campaign against the empercr. The commercial activities of
Haile Selassie (He was the cuner or ot. George brewery, Lion bus transpert, Haile

i
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Selessie foundation ) were mmemdipublic. and sometime later all these were

nationalized and the activitn,ea of the emperor were congidered "a national scan* | :

dal which must be sanctianed". The newspapers , the radio and the televien con-
firmed what the psople already knew but did not uf( about this merchant.

Aplrt from his commercial activities we came to kmw that the monarch has msad
a fabulous wealth estimated at 12 billion dellars and that he has squandered A
25000 dollare to erect a monument for his dead pet dog while thousands of Ethio-
pians were dying from hunger. His adament refusal to repatriate the funds which

he had deposited in Swiss end other foreign banks developsd from a " storm in

a tea cup " into a powerfull movement which eventually " breke the lion's neck".,

The eldest duaazter of the emperor, Tenagne Work, was arrested , and significantly |
on the nccesion of the Ethiopian new year the Patriarch of the Orthodox Church |
omiticd the name of the emperar frem his traditional new year mesgage but instead
gave hig blessings te the movement of the armed” forces' Coordirating Comnittee, |
On the 12 of September *he menaech was deposed. :

,Imaeums no doubt that Ethiopia has effectively entered a new era. We could 1

péat that " Ethiopia is now witnessing the end of the reign, the downfall of -/
the king of kings " ( see'Afrique-Asie' . No. 52). It is in fact an era which
commenced last february but which will centinue for a long time. The eviction of
Haile Selassie hasnot put an end to the crucial problems facing Cthiopia. In
reality we are just in the threshhold of a new history.

A delicate Unity

Fhe Coopdinating Committee created a provisional military goverrment, It has sus-
pended the constitution while preparing a new cne.Tt has dissolved the parliament
and prohibited all forms of manifestations and strikes. And it has demanded the -
paralized crowfl prince, Asfa %ésen, under treatment in Genave to come to assume
the title of king. All this brought into surface the seething opposition of the
masses who have been nanifesting since February. In the countryside the pressing
demend for the distribuition of land is becuming more and more acute and already
unconfirmed reports announced that two gueriila fronts have been created -
one in Harrar in the south, and the other in one of the northern provinces.

The rejection of the demands of the students and the teachers by the: .mi litary

to try and execute Haile Selassie has excited the anger of the masses against the
Comuittee which refused to deliver the autocrat into justice. The continuoe rup-
ture and break between the army and the civilians came to be manifested when
thousande of students went out into the strest demanding a popular ei :
government . ;
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Four efficers who came to address the studenis said te them that" the revelutien
is anti-imperialist, anti-feudal and anti-conmunist". The student leaders, in
particular Getachew Begashae axpresged fercefully their demand for the creation

of apreovisienal pepmimpedémscratic governmernt with the suppert of the labeuring
macses, that adl fereigner.interests should be natienalized and all parties
including the cammmnist party must aquire a legal existence. Despite the smpley-
ment of treeps te neutralize them, hundreds of students demanstrated in defiance
crying" We want a civilian pepular gevernment " .

12 fhe pressing demand that the masses want to participate

The amy until oy remained insensible te ths precsure of the passes who want to
pa"'lcipcte in thc goverrment ,to the demands of the teachers, to the denmxstmion
of the unemployed and to the claims of the trade uniens ( abolishing of the --

the menarchy, establishirent of a pepular republic, freedom of spesch, press ,
assocciation, and the right to strike ). Tt is an open secret that the mounting
revolt in the ceuntryside has still provoked a! dire disagreement among the members
of the Coordinating Committee. It is now almost certain that the coming days and

months will show how thw military will react te this oppesition. Already they trying

their best to deflsate student power in the urban areas by sending the young pecple
inte the rural areas. On the other hand the students, especially two of their
leaders whe had perticipated in the Secend Cengress of Werld Wide Federation of
Ethibpiem Students in Berlin , where a common strategy was adopted , are ofi theip
guard against any eventual actien by the military. ALl this indicates that the
Camrnittes is everything but anti~imperialist. They haive shown se far a remarkeble
restrain against all foreign interests’ (to the country they are appealing daily
for foreign investment ). Above,thsy are in direct contact with the United-States
(Aman Andem’® payed a secret visit to U.S. on the 26th of August during which %t
was runeured he was givan the green light to depose emperor Haile Sellassie ).
And the evidence lies, above all in the enormous quantities of arms sent Ly |
Washington and the return of the celebrated C.I.A. agen's to the country such as
James Paul, Joseph Murphy etc. must deserve a special attention.

Sé

It is true that the Coordimating Committee of the armed forces is not a monolithis =

que group. There is ne doubt that the caming events will demonstrate further cracks
in the facade of their unity.

Above all, however, one thing remains certain. Ethicpia has no effectively entered
a new era of resolute struggle.The downfall of cruel and tyrannic autocrat regreted
by no one other than a handful of reactionarias will no doubt announce the beg-
inning of a new pagas of Ethiopian history. It is a foregone conclusion that
nothing will be the same again and in that in the perieds to come the Ethiopian
maesses will demonstrate concretely the potercy of their struggle which it must be



17
- "1.'

said has burnt into ashes one of the most ferocious dictatorships in history and
will not be extinguished until the realization of their fundamental liberty and
freedom,

N.B. This article was originally published in French in a popular newspaper

called AFRIQUE- ASIE'. The editor bears the entire responsibility for anv error

of trans3ation made, and lack of a better presentation ans stvle of the article.
SRRy ) TN =

RELEVANT QUOTATIONS

"It is to this end that we must direct all our efforts, and the achievement of
that end will depend, on the one hand, on the accuracy of our aporaisal of the
political situation and the correctness of our tactical slogans, and on the other
hand, on wether these slogans will be backed by the real fighting strngth of

the masses of workers, "

‘It is excepticnally important at the present time for Social-Democrats to have
correct tactical slogans for leading the masses. There is nothing more dangerous
in a revolutionary period than belittling the importance of tactical slogans
that are sound in principle.

" By the Party's tactics we mean the party's political conduct, or the character,
direction, and methods of its political activity. Tactical resolutions are adopted
by Party congresses in order to accurately define the political conduct of the
Party as a whole with regard to new tasks or in view of a new political situation.
Such a new situation has been created by the revolution that has started in Russia,
i.e., the complete, decisive, and open break between the overwleming majority of
the people and the tsarist government.The new question concerns the practical met-
hods of convening a genuinely popular and a genuinelv constituent assembly( the
theoretical question concerning such an assembly was officially settled by Social-
Democracy long ago, before all other parties, in its Party programme). Sice the
people have broken with the government and the masses realise the necessity of
setting up a new order, the party which set itself the object of overthrowine the
government must necessarily consider what government should replace the old, :
deposed government. There arises a new questd@on concerning a provisional government,
To give a complete answer to this question the party of the class-conscious prole-
tariat must clarify: 1) the significance of a provisional revolutinnary government
in the revolution now in progress and in the entire struggle of the proletariat in
general; 2) ite attitude towards a provisional revolutionary government; 2) the
precise conditions of Social-Democratic participation_ in this povernment; 4) the
conditions under which pressure is to be brourht to bear on this covernment from
below, i.e., in the event of there being no Social Democrats in it."

“On the other hand, the resolution (of the 3rd congress of the RSDLP -- Bolshevik
wing-. Ed.) deals with a provisional revolutionary government onlv, and with

~ nothing else; consequently, the question of the "conquest of power" ingeneral,
etc, does not at all come into the picture,™

* Of what significance is a provisional revolutionary government in the present
revolution and in the general struggle of the proletariat? The resolution of the
Congress explains this by pointing at the very outset to the need for the 'fullest
possible measures of political liberty’, both from the standpoint of the immed-
iate interests of the proletariat and from the standpoint of the 'final aims of
socialism’,"

'Thus, the section of the resolution which have just reviewed fully appraises the
significance of a provisional revolutionary government both in ite relation to the
struggle for freedom and for a republic, in its relation to a constituent assembly,
and in its relation to the democratic revolution which clears the ground for a n

new class struggle,
LENIN: Two Tactics of S.D. In The Democratic Revolution



