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n this issue of 'NEV ETHIOPIA' we present to our readers

the full text of the interview given 1o two western journali-f
sts by FREWE ABAYNEH:, a representative of the underground
jeadership of ME'ISONE, the All Ethiopia Socialist Yovement

at a meeting in Addis Abeba in September 1979. The two jour-
nalists were among the many foreign guests invited to parti=-

cipate in the ceremonies marking the 51Ch anniversary of the
deposition of Emperor Haile gelassie in September 1974.

Given the repressive conditions that prevail in Ethiopia
in general and the "special” persecution directed against our
orgamiza*bion. elaborate and most secrete arrangementis were
ﬁ.rst necessary in order to realise this interview by comrade
- FREWE MAYNEHE. who as one of the top representatives of the
oy & u:nderground leadership in Ethiopia is one of the most
1 p We hope that our readers would

- wou ‘appre c‘i ate this historical document for what it realy
s for: An anthoritative and courzgous voice spezking of
equs ty mwd National Independance from the capital
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wE*' ISONE and

is a revolutionary
e advanced elements

h gjgnstituted at that time

& vement whic
e g Ethigfian studentgoﬂoto the fascist tyranny of Emperor

the most ra
Haile Selassie.

and rank and file le\{elg ar-e:[t8 o ilate objectives as defined in

d imperi-
are the destruction of feudal oppression an
Hisgrggmzétion and the establishment of a democratic and free

Ethiopia.

puring the dark days of the feudo-fascist tyranny, ME'ISONE struggled
for six years under very strict secret and clandestilne conditions,

But with the revolutionnary upsurge of february 1974, given the fact
that this great spontaneous upsurge had no clear and correct leader-
ship ME*ISONE took it upon itself to give direction to the revolution-
ary movement. Together with other revolutionary forces it struggled
to assume 1ts vanguard role speclially through the publication of its
underground organ "The Voice of the Masses". After the deposition of

IE: Emt;:rir g:ilgwlnf very intensive popular pressure and the creat-
adopted a po :lt:ls onal Military Governement in September 1974, ME'ISON
P :h on of critical support vis-A-vis the Der and

“Land 0 the a3 ri6Le Tor the Yealization of Lis propram:

Na‘tional Independance " etc?ratic Rights", "Equality of Nationalities"

During the
the side ofy:la{: 29751




To this effect, it prepared with the progre§sit.;¢s uir_h%n the_Dere§é tge
National Democratilc Revglution_Programme whtch became in A[')I'll 19 t t;.'
common platform for all Lthiopia's progressaive ar:nd patriotic forces an
the comprehensive guiding document of the Ethiopian revolution.

This comprehensive document, which is close to the poli?ica} programme ?fd'
ME'ISONE itself, proclaimed the recognition of democratic liberties including
the right to organize in different political parties as a matt?r of ur%e?t
necessity to the Ethiopian revolution. It discarded the chauvinst P011c1es
of the military that was being followed 1in 1974 and 1975 a?d ?r?clalm?d th?
principle of the right to self-determigation to all of Ethiopia's nationall-
ties as the basis for the democratic unity of the Ethiopian peoples. It
laved down the principles for Ethiopias foreign relations which were (O be !
based on the constante safe-guard of the independence of our historical
motherland, anti-imperialist solidarity and consistent non-alignment.

With the acceptance by the military government of these and other important
provisiona,ME'ISONE accepted to form an alliance with the Derg taking care
to make it clear both to the governmant and the Ethiopian Peoples that this
alliance would only hold as long and only as long as the governmant respects
these provisions. Even if this alliance did not mean an end of our under-
eround and illegal activities in the interest of the Ethiopian revolution,
many of ME'ISONE's camarades went out of the underground struggle to become
ministers, government advisers, repional administrators and other high
government officials. Another 850 militants of ME'1SONE staffed the newly
created POMOA (Provisional Office for Mass Organizational Affairs) and the
Yekatit 66 ideological Scool and played a very precious role in the mobilisa~-
tion, organization and arming of the popular masses during the crucial years
1976-77. This tactical alliance with the Military government which enabled
our organization to operate in semi-legal conditions and to play a key role
in all the affairs of the revolution lasted for about 18 months.

But at the end of this period ME'ISONE was forced to po under-ground because
the Military government betrayed the comnmittments it had formally undertaken
when the alliance was formed. In fact in April 1977 it started a policy of
alliance with the feudo-bourgeoies bureaucracy which represented a mortal
danger to the Ethiopian revolution. This rightist alliance refused to ena:zt
the bill prepared by POMOA and which allowed the full exercise of democratic
righsu for the Ethiopian Peoples as stipulated in the programme of April 1976
In lieu of the respect of the right to self-determination recognized by the .
programme to all the nationalities of Ethiopia, our country became the scene
of a most vicious and barbaric repression against the oppressed nationalities
Instead of pursuing a policy of non-alignment and national independence as :

stipulated in the programme, the rightist allian
ce s0ld out th
souvereignty of the motherland to the Soviet bloc countries. FERE and

;Iilt;hil contexte of treason the choice that faced ME'ISONE was indeed cleér
vt "t:. ;ccept this betrayale and go along with the military government 0;1
path of counter-revolution and national disgrace or accept the challenge

and continue the struggle for demo '
. cracy and national inde '
Ethiopia's conditions, where legal opposition is not toleiir::de:nce. g

eant abondonning the official function '
8 occupied b
k to full clandestinity. We made the histgricaly i

‘§§§bhe 20 of August 1977, most of the ministers,
W

ate the later choice
militants and going

: and honorable choice and
hight government officials,

and effectively did so within

ordered to go underground
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J.
he overwhelming support (O ”‘”'3 courgeous decigjop taken
i spite of ; vecanse of the fear that this popular support Ln8pi ey 1by
v ' 1SONE, nnthc rightist forces, the following months marked the begin"-
Nl

d *
revolutionnary repression in the hie

thless counter~ [ | *,
No organization in Ethiopia has ever been subjecteg tOY of

1e counter-revolutionnary terror unleashed againg e

of the most rv

our country.

: totl | : \ ' d
¢ an thmstt{lz:rf puring the time of its alliance with the “‘llltary ol
orgaﬂi::ia“; hetween September 1976 and September 1977 hundreds of e ent
and spe |

thizers were assassinated in the streets of Addig Ab

members ;::v;z‘:x by counter-revolutionnary forces opposed to tle mil‘;ft’n

and t::‘enc and‘thc revolution. When the Derg started its betrayal ang ary
::;Y;;ONE refused to go alonp, it was again subjected to a most brutal gng
barbaric repression. In the year that goes from August 77 Eo September 7g
alone ME'ISONE saw hundreds of its members assassinated by "unkonwn" element

and summarily executed by the henchmen of the Derg. Today more than 20,000

members and sympathlzers of our organization feel the over-cro_v-jded Prisong
of Ethiopia both in Addis Ababa and in all its regions. _

In spite of this repression which 18 not only unparalled in the country's
history but also places the Ethiopian regime as one of the most repressive
governments in the world, ME'ISONE has continued the strugple. Drawing the
appropriate lessons from past experiece and errors, it has now reinforced
its organizational setup so as to be able to fulfill its duties towards the '
Ethiopian Peoples. The blood of our hundreds of martyrs, the sufferings of |
thousands of our members and sympathizers languishing in the Derp'sg pri;ons
the courage and steadfastness of those camarads who continue the struggle |
for dem?cracy and Ethiopia's national honour have won to ME' ISONE the gg
:::_igzﬁfoniand sympathy of all tl'le progressive and patriotic elements of
lopian society. In addition to this with the total liquidation of

the counter-revolutionnary EPRP and the political and organizational bankruptcy

of the right opg izat T
Bht opportunist organizations which once paraded as "marxists",

' . |
ME Igg:liis::n::t‘on:'): the oldest all Ethiopian revolutionary organization
stands as the only national force organized under the banner of che

| Rgvolution Programme of April 1976.
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counter-revolution and its struggle for
g of the feudo-bourgeois bureaucracy and

ions like the 8o called EDU and the

lutionary elements and specially the
f the democratic mass

-headed by the remnant

-revolutionary organizat
p, To these counter revo

ig bureaucracy the developpment O
heir struggle spear—-headed by ME ' ISONE and the POMOA

hese forces were therefore ready
heir fight for gurvival.

feudo-bourgeo
organizations and t

d a mortal danger and ¢t
h and to use any means in t
after the limited arming of the

the stage was set for the
irreconciliable forces. It can
on from this period wup 1O
1ife and death struggle
1's power and the old state

clearly represente
to go to any lengt

At the beginning of 1977, and specially
conmittees of the defense of the revolution,

final and decisive struggle between the two
be said that the story of the Ethiopian revoluti

the end of 1978 is essentially the story of the

between the newly born organs of democratic peop , :
Principally because of the treason by the formerly progressive

the Derg who in the April-Mail 1977 went over to the bureau~

cracy and the rightists and due to many other factors that we do not have to
enumerate here, this life and death gstruggle ended by the more Or less total

destruction of the democratic organs of peopl's power, by the complete dis-
mantling of the mass organizations and other revolutionary institutions and

by the triumph of the feudo-bourgeois and chauvinist bureaucracy and conse~

quently by the defeat of the Ethiopian revolution. 1f one cares to take a
look at the identity of those hundreds of Ethiopians assassinated and summarly

excuted during the past two and half years and the thousands of political

prisoners that fill the prisons of the Derg, one would easly see the point

that we are trying to make. The persecuted elements in today's Ethiopia
are those very forces who pl /‘:;“'h '

| y s who p.ayed,, Sth before and after the february revolution
and who were the vanguard fighters that represented at different levels those
democratic organs of people's power in the year 1976 and 1977. On the other

I;and those who are parading’ as progressives and are persecuting the revolutionar-
es represent a wide spectrum of counter-revolutionary elements ranging from

out and out fascists and notorious anti 1 :
* i-communists to traitors and oppo ]
scumps calling themselves "marxists". A aede

bureaucracy.
elements within

‘?:t:of‘::zfso:b::lutl{.h?stile to the revolution and its hard-won achievments
e political situation it would not be diffi ' '
the economic crisis that has dev ) RIS LEURCNTS to dmagiwe
. elopped with the mounti - i
In this respect the problem can be looked at from two agzlzzunter R s

inscicutions, the passive resistoncs of the verkers and otner sectots of
: worke
i epuTaions (e sore SeELY B1d 20nc o s reslsionc o he
Nbaroind of 3et°PPl’e§aed natlon{;litiea etc. all take place against ’
et pmE i: ::Ll"wus economa.? crisis that can take catastrophi 1
S dkhs: Frdat enthousi::ed ;o continue. 1In fact if during the reSolc’t'
production as one means ofma: the peasants who saw the ﬂeCEQSity of i::C;onal:y
R Rt it rabs o vancing the revolutionary struggle easing
e of about 5Z, it is now recognized even by’t;:suued i
* government

officials that since 1977 i
production in Ethiopia" .
at an annual rate of 1.5%. This compares unfzv:r:btlmuntry“de LU Nowa

growt? rate of 2.8%. The econo '
z::a::zation of the disbributio:igigz:?::gu;a e
ni.cr::iEritreen war but also due to insecuri
x itlve regions where armed resistanc 3
gaining momentum with every passing d:yto

the regions of Ti '
grai, part
Hara OIARREER: M- Gondar '
gue and Arussi in the Southern Tegi::g gglé?h;n the nor
opia.

r, aggravated b ]

” Y the dis-

:ot only, the Somali aggressio:
Y in practically all the admi-

the Derg's anti
1-democratic
Such ia partiCUIar rule
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ted by the equnily nevious erisin by 4.4 >
This probl“'ﬂ in filrttc":“)‘;zﬁ:::"‘qc“’: of the “”h_’h;:‘? :um}:wyﬁ A look a
arenn And ) llnt:-ilmtlﬂn of the Industrial ﬂff”! ties ” the com e
Ene "oﬂmphunl ; these activitien takes place in the _’37““'#“ AdAinS sty ae i,
that A ull )07 © ‘ CALPUR rnglﬂﬂ botly of which are Severely ol la.
devantated and Are devastating l::;:;:n PACEs of Gihings,
[nduntries Are found In and around / $ Ababa but eyes ol
of the {nvestment to replace o)d machines, the systemas |, * oy
i o o forces, the demoralization of the worvers Fol L owi uy .
rcvolutl::;f'{"*”;”,;h the rhoing cont of Viving, the incapariy, .
tfonary buruucmér to restore the distribwtion cirtenits and brin,
::;d:cn::_ ";"t necessity to the urban AT€AS have nppravated the chaot i, -y

situation that prevails in the country.

even more serious Is the fact that counter-revolys o,
T;:zc:.:g:r:h:l:r:':::.to advance "solutions” that threaten the fmportsns n;”
nomic gains won by the Ethiopinn people during the years of the nv?luufm"y
of fensive. This Is another important aspect of the economic situstion (g t1.
country. We are faciog today a more or less direct threat to these economi,
gains. Under the pretext of "increasing a,ricultuml production” a propagsnds
campaign is underway to dénigrate Ethiopia’s poor peasanis described nq
"{mproductive and lazy"., This campaign aims at driving away poor peasanty .
little or no means of production from their hatd won plots of land in faveur of
the rich peasants who have the necessary tools for their productive activivis,.
This of course is something absolutly contrary both to the sprit and the jers,,
of the 5th of March pro clama Ao i f‘ﬂ“‘l»'iﬂ’ all land to the Fthioplan people. ;
: "31" :hf pratext of i {* ting"peasant individual "3" and “crushing capitalism’
v; . .:' r:J i R P P a ﬁ” ty “collectivization” scheme
{n Lavor of. the MeadiielEi S o of the surplus products of the pessants
— 'mi by ‘% §¢ #, A . ‘;‘dz" chb today holds the political
Under etes ik i #1;'} | S
’fo okt (3 iy i g that i. ﬂCCCllﬂt’y to increase
Eactory managers and eallecste . .o NE subjected to untold harassment from
sfter snotheey SRl SR Sraeaac e’ p v 8% ng discarded in one factory
andmarhs of ¢ st i? veicl is one of the most important
18 nov being revised by a committee in
# o the Dergist labour unions are wee
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by the wArS
About halfl

the lack of
of counter~
aystematic arrests
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out of the prement crisis
, ¥ 214 bl ion of Ethiopia’s economic
biggest "or e blos “ith the Soviet bloc countries.
R Rt /S ononie deal” (2 biltlion dollars in 3
OUNLEY's dan. Soviet Union. This unproductive
on the

- ; I_ i
- Il - . ;.- i r 4 'ml{‘: 5 ..' | Ill ol 1 : ' '.I-
P el ) Mgt

Soviet bloc countries

°t authorieg Y85 contracted between the
TV ey "‘" resisted the magic
m “u Povern relations be tvftﬂ
F e pre- ‘olI:ciﬁzm‘fiuo in Ethiopia s
' Aty era to 287 in 1978.
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: 1 not help Ethiopia to naintain a healthy balance of payment
icit 1 il1lion dollars. But one

Fthiopia by

lready achieved but rather by what lies ahead 1f present
1lowed to develop unchecked. East Cermany, now the second most

r of Ethiopian coffee, is holding key posts in the Ethiopian
tant instrument to control

he Soviet bloc countries.

trends are a

In conclusion we may say that the present situation which 18 characterized

‘tical and economic crisis that we have discribed above would
months. The counter revolutionary ''solutions

detriorate in the coming
oreign allies would only deepen

the Ethiopian rightists and their f
n between the popular masses and the new rulers of Ethiopia.

uch a serious and impending crisis ME'ISONE is now '

hen its undergroud apparatus and to unite all the
hose legitimate aspirations

ional Democratic

proposed by
the contradictlo

In order to cope with 8

working hard to strengt
progressive and patriotic forces of the country v

can only be realized with the success of the Ethiopian Nat

Revolution.

Civen the present situation what are the aims and perspectives of ME'LSONE?

than the implementation of the National
Even if the military gouvernment was

forced to accept this programme during the years of the revolutionary offensive,
it has now become clear to the millions of Ethiopia's peasants, workers,
soldiers and other democratic and patriotic elements that the Derg has

completely betrayed the programme and the revolution. 1 have already indicated
some important aspects of this betrayal which were the decisive factors that

dictated the braking off of the alliance between the Derg and ME'ISONE in

August 1977.

ME'ISONE's action at that time and the developpementson the Ethiopian political
arena, ever since have resulted in the total exposure and isoloation of the
Dgrge:'an even deepening political, economic and social crisis and growing
opposition from all the progressive and patriotic sectors of the Ethiopian
population. In spite of the Derg's betrayal the overwhelming majority of the

Ethio.pian peogle are co?tinuig the struggle for democracy, national indepepdance
and the equality of nationalities. In spite of the most brutal repressior.the

:istory of our country, the struggle is gainning momentum with every passing
ay.

Ethio?ia'g peasants, opposed to the dismantling of their democratic mass
organisations and the reinstatement of the reactionary and chauvinist bureauc-
racy, the repression against their elected local representatives, chauvinist
terror, forced enrolment in the Derg's "Peoples’ militia', forced.collectivi-
zation whose purpose is to squeeze the peasants products in favour of the bureau-
cracy, ?Ec have stepped up their resistance, armed or otherwise, to the éounz y
revolutionary n_lle of Ehe Derg. Given the fact that the questi;n of democracer
amll";hac of nationalities are closly linked to each other the anti 4:ivzrtmt:t'atit::Y
:u e of the Derg and the chauvinist repression that has come along with it
lifzﬁzzamti;mlulu have intensified their legitimate struggle during ;:he
o, aduini:;ru‘;day we can say without any fear of exageration that in practicall
NP5 A i i ve regions of Ethiopia armed struggle is developping and th .
uation is getting fast out of hand for the counter revolution 3

The aims of ME'ISONE are no other
Democratic Revolution Programme.

F.A.

Iy
.l;'zl::é:r?an cc:-!_:ers it is clear that the intensity of the revolution
e bt kin c1' nothing near to the one we have in the country side. B tar{\ g
 Wog¢ing class, whose vanguard elements and elected leaders have.bee: t;r; '
. wn in

"-l

T




iq their rhousands, is now fast r80:gan;£;Tg under

nt ' i the challenge an

o tha Dexg™ Pt ‘t1cONE and getting prepared to face : : 1Bt- d

t laadtnﬂﬁT‘”! ME " 13 : Ocher sectors of the urban population

e lcadc

:h defend itg hard gouvernment employeea, democrats,

& dents, marchants, Derg's anti-democral:ic rule and the sell out of
. ' " hpe affected by the deepening economicC Cri1sis which

patriors etc. angered ' .
liybnothe oW INGRME Broups, técovering from

the macher!ﬂﬂds
has made life un

he 8
the shock of t'
up their organlzatlonal e

gtruggle. : ic elements who have bee
tic and patriotic n
e »d forces, democra
Within the arme

d upto now to a most vicious and fascistic campglg;: of répresstion
\ u ; pad 48

a::ngizfulfy organizing and trying to join . Tevelutionary
&

people.

independﬂncel

bearab:fejllii;j terror' ‘period of early 1978, are stepping
o Ca

fforts to better prepare themselves for the impending

Faced with ever growing opposition the military government h?s nelther been
- appease nor to contain the revolutionary and pafrlotlc forces.. It
;:lihzoatggng believe of ME'ISONE that the militaf’y reglme_because of its
class nature is no more capable of correctly_solvmg one ?mgle problem of
the Ethiopian revolution. ME'ISONE also bell?ves that this incapacity and
the resulting crisis would provoke the determined resistance of the l?ermc
Ethiopian people. We can therefore say with confide:}ce'that the coming
months will witness growing and ever sharper contradictions between the Derg
and the Ethiopian people. We can equally predict with a fair degree of
certainty that these difficulties will also provoke within the ranks of the

military governmenty itself very vicious internal struggles that would
ultimatly weaken the counter revolutionary camp as a whole.

Given these challenging perispectives, ME'ISONE feels that it would have an
important vanguard role and a unique position in the struggle that would
allow it to decisivly influence the developpments of events. In fact as it

now stands, and as I have already pointed out earlier ME'ISONE 1S not only

the oldest and the most solid national revolutionary organization in Ethiopia

g‘:t 31-‘-0}"6 0“11'%,2!!;;_:4;11&: stands openly and unsweaveringly for the National

c;ﬁ:‘;::1:el:::"hl{hugné?sofgrmflpe_of April 1976. The late EPRP, following its

= imperialigﬁéﬁé ;Jie Eﬁthmp&qwrmolution. its alliance with the monarchists

of ‘B Et.hwpm 1ts terrorisc attempts to dismantle the revolutionary gains

policichl ke lquidated and disappeared from the Ethiopian
: -;ir;%   s groups which in fact were

along wi.t:h*t;ti“e’?"-g-ilimry governmen on the B "t Eype and have s

terror unlaalﬂmdagamat them and cap pe

rrrrrrr

e
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-{en Ethiopian revolution and €o draw with them the appropriate
., 3 from the five years of a rich revolutionary practice. To thig effect

develope closer ties with marxists lenninists, socialists, social-
national libration movements
erialist and peace loving forces in order to draw their

utal repression and the counter revolutionary developpments

king place in Ethiopia and to express ouFr golidarity
in the struggle for peace, democracy and justice.

Y ‘ s the stand of ME ' ISONE concerning the involvment of the Soviel Union
and its allies in Ethiopia?

\
problem of foreign relations the Ethiopian revolution has some

{ding principles to which ME'ISONE has always and firmly adhered. The

clear gul , i : : adhe
first guiding princ1p1e of Ethiopia's foreign policy, as clearly indicated

.

in our programme, igs the unsweavering defence of the national independance and
sovereignty of the motherland in the best traditions of the history of the
Ethiopian people. The second principle 1s anti-imperialist solidarity with
all progressive and national libration movements ig“the world and specially

in Africa, Asia and Latin American countries. The, major principle 1is non=
alignment as understood to mean a policy of total independance vis-3-vis the
super powers and a categorical refusal to reduce the motherland to a pawn in

the hands of one Or another of the forces containding for world supremacy.

Our relations with the Soviet bloc countries and our attitude towards Soviet
bloc involvment in Ethiopia should therefore be examined within this general
framwork. But first some important and clear historical facts must be
brought to light. As is clearly indicated in our programme, Haile Selassie's
Ethiopia was a neo-colony of American imperialism. The revolutionary struggle

in Ethiopia has therefore been a struggle against feudalism and Americas
imperialism. During the'pre-revolutionary years American imperialism worked

hand in hand with the tyranny and subjected the Ethiopian people to a fierce
‘exploitation and to neo colonial domination which angered the proud and
patriotic masses. During the years of the revolutionary offcnsive (1974-77)
American imperialisme, still working hand in hand with internal reaction tried
all sorts of counter revolutionary plots. It fomented reactionary and

fe,scisl.:ic coup d'etats. It organized and armed feudal bandits in the country-=
ud?. 'It armed and unleashed hired - assassins to gpread white tegror in
Ethiopia's cities and to physically liquidate the vanguard elements of the

revolutionary struggle and specially the members of ME'ISONE, the POMOA and

" "’ membg_rs of other revolutionary organizations. But as the Ethiopian people were
_ surging forward on the path of the revolution, as they were scoring one victory
ﬂ.'  after another and marching forward on the path of libration the imperialist
S countries intensified their vicious propaganda campaign aimed at isolating the
*’ _ hﬂwic_Ethioqian people from world progressive forces. They gystematically
: Ji denigrated its achievements and denounced a so called fagcistic regime in

Bﬁhiﬂpia. They attacked the legitimate and restrained revolutionary violence
in the pe0p!=e defending themselves against counter revolutionary terror but
,H_thout lagu:lg one word in their press about the white terror that was devasta-
ting the cities of Ethiopia and claiming the lives of hundreds of Ethiopias

valorous sons and daughters among whom thlie vast majority belonged to our
organization. |

E;;:riin:::y were not al?le to ha}t the march.of the revolution, the.imperialists
bk d . z;:ﬁeeded 1n isolatmg.the heroic F.Eh'}opian people during these
.. i°Pian g i te; str?ggle. Duflng'these dec1s1ve.years (1974-77) the |
RS e factgre :n their r?volutlon were complet}y 1so}at?d. But then, her?ln
™o Yrevilutionary va: evzr lastu.\g ?ride for-the. heroic Ethiopian people and their
/cbm' Ears Aholetl guards. It 1s in fact within this context of more or less

- US _ ation from international progressive forces and amidst one of the

__1_!_ G A
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rary history that the Ethiopian people

.t victories of the revolution., To help yoy

1 this in more blunt terms: .If'all Lthege
. and American imperialism, the

he olRIEEE SRR .+ the western world, working hand in hand
busy denigrating the Et@iOpian

i{g the Paris based paper "Afri?ue—Asle" which

of the Ethiopian revoluthn by its ground-
he Ethiopian reality. During these years

e sympathy of the Soviet bloc.countriea went
utionary EPRP than to the Ethiopian revolu-

revolution. A case

did incalculable

less and reactionary
it is no secret tO anybody that th

more to the infarﬁ.lc counter revol
ionary FHE 1 igsolation from world ti

: complete 1sola anti-
!t wes i‘? Eh;:rzzztx:toinm‘:;;70;0\1;::: bloz countries suddenly started to
53‘::;3;3 vhat the Cuban author Raul Valdes Vivo later discribed to the
outside world as "the unkown revolution”., When in ear}y. 1977 the.Cub?n
leader Fidel Castro visited Ethiopia and offered the militant golldant:.y'
of the Cuban people and other anti-imperialist forces and promised political
and material help to the Ethiopian revolution, ME'ISONE and other revolutionaries
had to define a principled stand governing the relations between these coutries
and the Ethiopian revolution. The very delicate task facing Ethiopian
revolutionaries at that time was that of breaking the isolation of the
revolution and defeating the incessant plots of American imperialism and
Arab reaction without going counter to the principles layed down in the
revolutionary programme and alienating the national independance of Ethiopia.

As early ll"ﬂ'hm,?? that is one week after the visit of Fidel Castro and
; his offer ﬁg 1d. 51%!:3.}191&‘1 the Ethiopian revolution ME'ISONE came out with

the co‘t Qntitic stand which was openly stated in its official

organ SR J,L‘ggghil:.;l‘llgges“ no. 53, In this issue of our underground

NM h;snl;h! -proposed support of the Soviet bloc countries to
Lution wag a recent developpment which all Ethiopian

naal LolL Y ld welcome, Fidel Castro's declaration to the effect that
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nd po!itlcal support of the Soviet bloc countries. The effect of
{ified gupport to the new counter revolutionary alliance was not
ial even if this gave the rightists the” technical poagibilities”
force their counter revolutionary hold on the country. But peﬂ'mp,;
e gerious congequence is the political confusion that ismed'spfcmlly §
- world progressivc and peace loving forces as 4 result of this "blessing
ks to the grmling counter revolution in the country, The tumultuous events
e ediatly followed soviet bloc involvment in Ethiopia and specianlly
the Somali aggression of July 1977 only helped to reinfon':e the rightlst;
gl1iance and soviet ascendancy in Fthiopias internal affairs. Ilard!y 8ix
sonths after the "discovery” of the Ethiopian revolution by the Soviet bloc
countries, not only the whole region was emblazed but also t':he Fthiopian ;
revolution entered a phase of agony which was to increase with growing Soviet

{nvolvment in the country. ‘

’atﬂfizl 2
thi, ﬂnqua

gy the end of (977 the systematic sabotage by the civilian and military
bureaucracy completly crippled the war effort in the Ogaden. But instead of
calling upon the people and arming the hundreds of thousands of workers and
peasants mobilized under MF'ISONE's slogan "The revolutionary motherland or
death”, what did the Derg do? 1t did not dare arm the revolutionary people
beczuse this would have meant not only the defeat of the Somali apgression

put surly would also have resulted in the crushing of the rightist alliance
and the advance of the revolution. Instead the Derg chose to call in Cuban
and other foreign soldiers to defend the frontiers of Ethiopia, something that

the rightist alliance, busy as it was hunting down Ethiopian revolutionaries
failed to do by itself.

0f course the presence of Cuban and other tropps in Ethiopia accelerated the
inevitable defeat of the Somali aggression. This cannot be denied. But
sooner or later the Ethiopian masses would surly have accomplished this :
 patriotic task on their own. But this is besides the point. The important
thing for Ethiopian revolutionaries is that foreign troops fighting at the
front gave the rightist alliance a free hand to unleash the most viscious and
~ counter revolutionary repression in the country’s history. Let us not forget
it is during the months of January and Fevruary j978, i.e. hardly a month
the coming of the Cuban soldiers that the so called red terror period,
M!ﬂl! go on record as one of the darkest pages in Ethiopia's contemporacy
history claimed the lives of thousands of Ethiopian youths, intellectuals
ocrats and patriots. 1In the second place in addition to the military
that the rightists obtained by the presence of foreign troops in
Ay untry this "internationalist” support helped to screen off the true
?_mti!ti and distracted progressive world opinion from seeing
L vt gdig ‘“lity in its true lights. But most important of all, arming
i lan masses and their revolutionary vanguards would have not only
8 but also the counter revolutionary forces inside the
g BEAvERESs - The arms that would have been given to Ethiopian revolutiona-
R patriots went into the hands of foreign soldiers fightinp for the Derg
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500 @8 if to drive home even more clearly the negative effects of foreign
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B i:‘ﬁc country the number of revolutionaries in Eth iopia's prisons
) H* um g“t of foreign sﬂldi?ru at its frontiers. To put things more
* a8 no coincidence if the number of revolutionaries in the
R ich is wore than 20,000 is more or less the same as that of

L in the country.
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Woizdn. '@1 €3n say that the concret experience of the Ethiopian revolu-
» ©'early shown that the years of Soviet bloc involvment in Ethiopia

B inter revolutionar i

e 2180 witneas. y repression and of betrayal. These years

| . 8sed and we are still witnessing a nacked violation of Ethiopias
. 1 Civen this unacontestabie fact the position of ME'ISONE
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s in tehiopis can only be one of
d:;: Lioe Involvment in the country’,
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only # policy of self reliance ang
hat tha1“t‘9n and national indepernd-

e  ya are convinced that the patriotic
e seainot Soviet Wioc penstrstion snd counter re-

ond Intensity.

= _ the different nationalities in Ethiopi,

. fopia which is one of the most important
0‘? t;: :‘a‘w“:::ﬂ‘:t:n is something that is closely linked ¢,

_ glghts., This is particularly true for
e :‘l‘ ‘mf“z’:‘% feudal land holding system reduced
" m' jonslities to serfdom and subjected them to
raprassion of wodern times. With the coming of ¢,
of "Land to the Tiller” in March 1975, the
tlonsl oppression was seriously undermined. The
in democratic pessants’ associations recognized to the
44 the way for the political emancipation and for the ney
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by way of putting into

; ants' associations were

@s the final solution of the national question in

ity of % thiopia’s nationalities and the recogni-

etormination as provided for in the Mational
Decoming 8 concret reality on the Ethiopian
r2888 wiuth various oppressed nationalities,
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.7 victorious Ethiopian revolution was
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riously fighting

lities and against great
# from the latter nationa-
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niNy, ete, and pewly crents 4 o
'H: mcuulul # ¥ e A strvwpple in the sowts, FH¥TE 5y

femly wpholding the cavoiwtionsty ciess -
gituu‘:ﬂ‘:::”:l' .{“ by side with revoivt Sonsrias from the Syyits

o of untold sscelfices suhd per eyt Jou8
pe : :z:z;.iu and counter 1evoIutionsry AvAriers
Othars Like the 0U7, the Sowall Abo (WAden
operating In the provinces of Mwssh, Boie
o) the TPLF ete. cont thely legltimate strvpyle sgpimet wot bona?
on vithout yet coming out openly in favor of & revolwt bonsry progs s

¢ uniting all of Ethiopla’s nat fonalitiss,
o vour auestion, in this context of represssion sgsinet Libiop) s's
(ties ME'L1SONE cannot but sympathize with #l) the poationslist groveys
e against tepression and for thair tights to self determingtion sof
R Les.  A§ to the OLP ve hold thet the struggie it s vaging 447 inot aotionss
O lon Ls Justified and we suppost this strupgle Just o5 we cosfons 11
“the strocities that sre belng committed sgainst the Oromo wasees Ye #129
symoathize with the other Oromo growps Aike the Somsli Abo, the OBYIRE 7.
1t is algo evident that as far ss M7 ISONE - #n organiration which ewbrsces
in its fold comarades from all Lehiopin’s nationalities = Is concerned, nors

~ sympathy goes to those forces vithin the oppressed nationslitise whose gt imetly
~ concern i the revolutionary class strupgle in Lihiopis ss # vwhole snd e

~ fight for self determination and equality within the (ramewory of the geusrsl
- revolutionary struggle that would witimetly Vibrate s1) of Vthiopis’s peopiss
- from oppres fon and exploitation, Ve also call upon all the forces that srs

- struggling agalnst natlonsl oppression to coordinate their struggle with thet
~ of the oppressed masses and revolutionsry forces in Ethiopis.
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C desk ::tﬂl, when Wnlle Selassie was openly entertslining hegemonte
B Sepportes tlu'tl.gh: ::ﬂ"l‘:ory, we have consistently opposed thess 't#lm‘m
- Jiependance, After 1974 t;. Diibouth population Lo self determingt ion unl '
B Phaosnsisod tmﬂlllurr pouvernment has dropped these shewede
= W correct stand o independance of the tereitory, Ve belisve that
of D iboutf ¢ Rt ve shall continue to uphold the right J
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. found. After the deposition of Haile_Selassie the _ &’
no kvl it policy of the former regime except for e aT
o JEe pressure from the revolutionary forceg | : e
ed stand of ME'ISONE, it made some short
fully and democratically.

- es 18
ithrean masses.
the Er; ys continu

pazs bes 2 FPOF, 976-77 when under
eriod in | ~und

;n'gzﬁogia itself and the principl

lived attempts tO

o A inted out earlier, during the years of ME'ISONE's
In fact as id

. onal question in Ethiopia was in the process of
alli{lﬂce with th? solutions. The National Democratic Revolution Programme re-
getting democratic ‘o all Ethiopian nationalities to self determination and pro-
cognized the right ral autonomy as a framework for a democratic integration.

jonal regio - itis i iopi
iisiﬁaza:;;e someamovements of the oppressed nationalitis in Ethiopla and the

Erithrean Fronts did not accept this programme considering that iF offers too
litele., But, in: spitetsf thesfact Lthat oul own Programmé recognizes Ehe right
of all Ethiopian nationalities to self determinatilon up to and including secessgion
we accepted this (NDRP) as a minimum p}atform'f?r two main reasons. In the First
place, compared to the earlier chauvinist p?llc}es of the E'Zmperor an:ld the Derg
the recognition of the right to gself determination and national regional auto-
nomywas a formidable step forward and in the right direction. Secondly, ME'ISONE
argued that even if the NDRP recognized the rights of nationalities beyond

the minimum platform as stipulated in it, it remains that its achievment

cannot be seen in isolation from the advapcing revolutionary process. Hence
ME'ISONE's insistance and repeated call to all progressives within the
different nationalities to unite and defeat internal reaction and world

imperialism in ordre to create the favourable conditions for the exercice
of genuine self determination.
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?fterhthe pu?lication -of*th? programme in April 76 ME'ISONE fought conslistantly
or the opening of negotiations with the two Erithrean fronts. To that effect

1t proposed that an open call be made to Erithrean progressives to join the

;:?ﬁ::ﬁa::: ::g:ing ;'WOlutiﬂn- This was done with the publication of the nine
| geciaration of May 1976 which was worked out mainly by ME'ISONE |

militants and .
document for n:;::g:t?“"“ to this day as the most coherent and comprehensive
[ N eee WLth the Fronts. But even while making this call

the )
S military government'was sercretly preparing "peasant march" on
Problem. As soon ag ME'ISONE di on of the “final solution" for the Erithrean
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the © ening O '
foward'was' py upheld this CO | :
mmon declaration 10

ttle the problem peace |
‘1 the reglon. '
t threan Fronts. But the Derg, blinded

d persued its policy of

i problem cannot be solved by military

already said about the Derg's inca?a~
the problems of the Ethiopian revolution. Subsquently we may

democratic in 1ts dealings with the Erithrean

sed on antidemocracy chauvenlsm

fore believe that the solutionﬁﬁ\e Erithrean
be solved only when

in Ethiopia join hands to struggle against their

common enemies and thus creat the conditions for the genuine exercise of the
rights of all Ethiopia's nationalities to self determination.

We therefore support the call for negotiation without preconditions made by the
Ef-rthr?an Fronts. We condemne the Dergs attitude that continues to ignore this
historical call and its policy of war. We demand the immediate opening of
Sego.ilatmns and the setflement of the problem without any outside interference

e also call upon all Ersthrean progressives to join hands with progressive forces

&

in L ] ] . o : o
Ethiopia in order to fight for democracy, genuine equality of nationalities and

national in | '
dependance. Only such a struggle would creat the necessary conditions

to solve the Erithrean oo PRSI
roblem P 3 BV .
AR e P em in a peacful and just manner 1n the interest of



B Do you know that with over 30,000

present Ethlopian governement 4
independent Africsa e

esgion againft ogressives has started with Soviet bloc

involvement the country’s rnal affairs and has int
the increasing Soviet hold on the country? x g

BThat over a2 million Ethiopians hzave been forced into exile z2nd thzt

according to 8 of the UNHCR one out of every ten refugees in the
mldilmzﬂlm? o &

| That starting from April 1977, thousands of Ethiopian progressives
have been assasinated and summarly executed by various counter-revolution-

ary groups and the henchmen of the Derge?

§That all this repression and the sale put of the country's national

independance have provoked the determined patriotic ressistance of the

Ethiopian people and that armed opposition is developping in zll the
country’s regions?

' '1SONE is working to unite this broad based opposition o
the :ﬁﬁg jﬁtators‘hip in 2 single democratic front capable of leading
the Ethiopian People to finzl victory?
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