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NEW YEAR ADDRESS

January 1, 1961

Dear comrades,

Today, seeing out 1960, the year of a great deal of work and an
enormous achievement for the prosperity of the country, the Korean
people are greeting the new year 1961 with redoubled courage,
confidence, and a new bright prospect of socialist construction.

Greeting the new year, [ would like to offer, on behalf of the Central
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and the Government of the
Republic, my warmest congratulations and greetings to all the Korean
people including workers, farmers and working intellectuals.

Last year our working people, under the leadership of the Party,
fulfilled with credit the tasks of consolidating the results of the
Five-Year Plan and making preparations for the successful
implementation of a new Seven-Year Plan. They achieved great
successes in industry, agriculture and all other sectors of the national
economy and made a big stride in every field of socialist construction.

The industrial output last year increased by 16 per cent compared
with the figure in 1959, or 6.4 times over the level of the prewar year
1949.

The technical equipment of industry was further reinforced,
factories and enterprises reconstructed or expanded, and also many
new ones built. Greatly encouraged by the Party’s call to think and act
boldly, our workers and technicians not only produced 3,000 tractors
and lorries respectively for the first time in our country but also
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increased their annual production capacity to the level of 7,000 each.
Besides, we started producing a variety of new industrial goods
including various up-to-date machinery and equipment. Thus the solid
foundations of modern socialist industry have been laid in our country
today.

In the countryside, the task of agricultural mechanization put
forward by our Party is being carried out successfully. Thousands of
tractors and scores of thousands of up-to-date farming machines of
different kinds were supplied to the rural areas, with the result that the
agricultural productive forces are developing rapidly.

Following the example of Chongsan-ri all our farmers made a big
upheaval in agricultural production. Last year we produced 3,803,000
tons of grain, overcoming adverse weather conditions. This means a 60
per cent increase over and above the pre-liberation level, a rich harvest
unprecedented in the history of our country. A great success was also
registered in livestock farming and other domains of the rural
economy. By carrying out the Party’s policy on making use of
mountains, agricultural cooperatives in mountainous regions rapidly
developed agricultural production and increased sideline production,
thus raising the standard of living of their members to that of the
farmers in plain areas.

As a result, the economic foundations of our country have become
stronger and our people’s life more abundant.

Everyone is immensely happy and satisfied with the fact that the
situation in our country is very good and getting better as time goes by.

We have laid material and technical foundations and made full
politico-ideological preparations for a successful implementation of
the new, gigantic task of socialist construction.

All the successes we achieved are a great victory of our Party’s
policy and a fruit of the heroic struggle of our people who surmounted
all obstacles under the Party’s leadership. All the people are united
solidly behind the Party, and through their own experience, they are
convinced of the invincible vitality of the Party’s policy, from which
they are deriving strength, courage and confidence.

2



Seeing out 1960, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to our
heroic working class, diligent cooperative farmers, talented
intellectuals and all the rest of the working people who have performed
brilliant exploits for the country’s prosperity and are continuously
marching forward in the spirit of Chollima on the road of socialism.

Comrades,

The year 1960 was the year when a great change took place in the
struggle of the south Korean people against the US imperialists and
their stooges.

Encouraged by the great success in building socialism in the
northern half of Korea, the people in south Korea overthrew the puppet
Syngman Rhee regime by their heroic struggle, thus demonstrating the
Korean people’s revolutionary mettle. Today the struggle of the
masses of the people for a new life and a new system in south Korea is
mounting higher.

The new policy of national reunification advanced by our Party and
the proposal made on its basis by the Eighth Session of the Second
Supreme People’s Assembly is having its full effect in south Korea and
winning support from broad sections of the people.

The south Korean authorities are unable to give an answer to our
new proposal, nor are they capable of resolving the most urgent
problem of livelihood for the south Korean people. The south Korean
rulers are manoeuvring to deceive the people and continuing to repress
them. But the US imperialists and their stooges can never suppress the
people’s struggle by any means.

The coming years will witness a continued upward trend in the
south Korean people’s struggle for the withdrawal of the US
aggressive troops, for economic interchange between north and south
Korea and for national reunification. The workers, peasants and all
other patriotic forces in south Korea will win genuine freedom and
liberation by uniting themselves and launching a decisive struggle
against the US imperialists and their accomplices—landlords,
comprador capitalists and reactionary bureaucrats.

I would like to extend New Year greetings and active support from
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the people in the north, to the south Korean people who are fighting
stubbornly against the oppressors, and wish them victory in their future
struggle.

I also would like to offer, on behalf of the Workers’ Party of Korea
and the Government of the Republic, New Year congratulations and
greetings to all overseas Koreans including our 600,000 fellow
countrymen in Japan who are waging an active struggle for their
national rights and the peaceful reunification of their homeland, and I
eagerly hope that the repatriation of our compatriots in Japan will go
on with success so that they will return home as early as possible.

Last year the forces of peace and socialism achieved new victories
in the international arena.

The Soviet Union, the People’s Republic of China and all other
socialist countries registered magnificent results in developing their
economy and culture. The might of the socialist camp has quickly
grown and its unity has become even stronger.

The people’s struggle for peace, national independence and social
progress is gaining momentum in all parts of the world.

The success in the Conference of Representatives of the
Communist and Workers’ Parties held in Moscow signified a new
victory of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism and
demonstrated to the whole world the unity of the socialist camp and the
solidarity of the international communist movement. The statement
and appeal adopted at this conference greatly inspired the working
class and the people the world over in their struggle for peace, national
independence and socialism, and dealt a heavy blow to the US-led
imperialists and their lackeys.

The present situation as a whole is developing in favour of the
struggle of the world people, the struggle of our people in particular.

In the future, too, the Workers’ Party of Korea and the Korean
people will make every effort to unite firmly with the peoples of the
fraternal socialist countries and all the Communist and Workers’
Parties of the world, and to strengthen the unity of the socialist camp
and the solidarity of the international communist movement. We will
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struggle for durable world peace in unity with the peace-loving peoples
all over the world.

Dear comrades,

In 1961 we are going to set about the glorious struggle to fulfil the
Seven-Year National Economic Plan, a grand programme of socialist
construction in our country.

During this plan we must equip all branches of the national
economy with modern techniques by effecting socialist
industrialization in an all-round way, and markedly raise the people’s
material and cultural standards.

If we succeed in carrying out these tasks, our country will become a
developed, socialist industrial state, our towns and villages will become
more beautiful, and our people wealthier and happier in every respect.

The year 1961 is the first year of the battle to carry out our gigantic
long-term tasks. Success in implementing this year’s plan will be of
tremendous significance in fulfilling all tasks of the Seven-Year Plan.
Every working man and woman must devote all their energies and
talents to carry out the important and glorious tasks of this year with
success.

The December Enlarged Plenary Meeting of the Central Committee
of the Party set forth clearly the major tasks of the plan for 1961 and the
ways to carry them out, in line with the main direction of the Seven-Year
Plan, and particularly with the tasks for the first three years.

This year, our heavy industry must concentrate on the production of
machinery and equipment needed for continued acceleration of the
mechanization of agriculture and fisheries and also strive to reinforce
the technical equipment of local industry.

In order to consolidate the raw material bases of light industry a
vinalon factory must be built as well as many more chemical factories.

Metallurgical works must turn out various kinds of steel and
increase the output of steel pipes, wire ropes and other metal products.

Besides, we must continue to expand mines and strengthen the fuel
and power supply bases.

Light industry must exert greater efforts to produce consumer
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goods to satisfy the diverse needs of the working people.

They must produce more and better textiles, shoes and other daily
necessities of a greater variety.

They must expand the food-processing industry on a large scale
and, in particular, radically improve the production of cooking oil.

The fishing industry must carry out the Party’s policy on speeding
up the mechanization of fisheries, and on developing simultaneously
pelagic and deep-sea fishing and small- and medium-scale fishing, and
thus increase the production of seafood. In addition, shallow-sea
culture and fresh-water fish breeding should be stepped up.

The development of agriculture is of great significance in
improving the people’s standard of living and in socialist construction
as a whole. The rural economy should put the main stress on grain
production and develop stock and poultry farming, silkworm raising,
fruit growing and all the rest of its branches onto a higher level.

The most important objective of struggle in the agricultural sector
in the new year is to produce one million more tons of grain than last
year. If this task is carried out, it will mean a great change in the
development of agriculture in our country.

We must concentrate all efforts on grain production and carry out
this task with success.

All agricultural cooperatives must continue to draw on the
experience of Chongsan-ri and thoroughly put it into practice.

First of all, we must vigorously push forward the mechanization of
agriculture, further expand farmland, improve sterile land and use land
more effectively.

We must also widely introduce advanced farming techniques,
improve seeds and select them properly, produce plenty of compost
and apply chemical fertilizers adequately. Besides, we must do
ploughing and sowing in the right season, cultivate crops better and
weed them well many times.

In capital construction we must direct the main effort to productive
construction and, at the same time, undertake the building of houses
and educational and cultural establishments. In order to raise the
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quality of construction and increase the building speed, we must
expand the building-materials industry and continue to give a strong
impetus to the mechanization of the building operations.

Increased production and economization are decisive factors for the
successful fulfilment of the plan for 1961 and the Seven-Year Plan. All
economic sectors must mobilize all reserves for increased production
and economization. They should make technical innovations
continually, increase labour productivity in every way, expand the
variety of goods, improve their qualities and reduce production cost
systematically. The Party’s call to produce more with existing labour
and equipment should be the militant slogan of all the working people.

We must see that the December 1960 Plenary Meeting of the Party
Central Committee serves as an occasion for a great victory in the first
battle to carry out the Seven-Year Plan and for a fresh upswing in
socialist construction, just as the December 1956 Plenary Meeting
marked a turning point in tiding over difficulties which confronted us
in fulfilling the Five-Year Plan and in making a great change in
socialist construction.

The new grand prospect of socialist construction which promises
the country’s prosperity and development and national flourish is
arousing unusual energies and courage in our working people and
inspiring them to a heroic struggle on the labour front.

At present, our working people’s spirit is sky-high and they are
firmly determined, full of confidence, to carry out unfailingly the
historic tasks set forth by the Party.

Our experience shows that nothing is impossible if our Party
decides on it and if our working people are firmly resolved to put it into
effect. Our people will surely succeed in making a breakthrough in the
first battle of 1961 and thus pave the way to the successful
implementation of the Seven-Year Plan.

Let us all march forward courageously for victory in the first battle
to carry out the Seven-Year Plan and towards a high level of socialism,
united more closely behind our Party and displaying the spirit of
Chollima.



THE MAIN THING IN PARTY WORK
IS TO EDUCATE, REMOULD
AND UNITE ALL PEOPLE

Speech Delivered at the General Membership Meeting
of the Party Organization of Rihyon-ri,
Sungho District, Pyongyang
January 23, 1961

Comrades,

After talking with the activists of the Rihyon-ri Party organization,
this time, and listening to the report and debate at this ri Party general
membership meeting today, we have formed a rough idea of the
situation in the ri and of your work.

To get more detailed information of your actual situation, before
attending this general meeting, we should have had conversations with
activists of two or three primary Party organizations, attended at least
one general meeting of a primary Party organization and held one or
two personal discussions with ri Party committee members. However,
circumstances prevented us from doing so. It cannot be said, therefore,
that we have fully grasped the true situation.

When the guidance group members work in other districts or ri, it
would be advisable to take the following procedures:

First of all, ri Party committee members should be assigned to visit
the primary Party organizations, call the Party members together and
have face-to-face discussions with them on how they have put the
Chongsanri spirit into practice. They should first discuss the
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achievements and shortcomings of Party work and then, in this
context, those in the field of production.

If you do not look for the causes of production failures in the
deficient work of the Party, and merely lay the blame on fertilizers or
farm machines, you will not solve any problems. Adequate discussions
should be held concerning the attitude with which the Party members
accepted the tasks set by the Party at Chongsan-ri, which tasks they
accepted and which they did not accept and, of those accepted, which
ones they failed to fulfil. This should be followed by an analysis of the
merits and demerits in their productive activities.

Party members should thus be made to realize fully what, in Party
work and ideological consciousness, gave rise to the successes and
deficiencies in production. Then they should raise the questions of
what is to be done and which work should receive more attention in the
new year, in connection with the tasks put forth by the plenary meeting
of the Party Central Committee. A general meeting of the primary
Party organization, if held after these arrangements, could be
conducted successfully in a short space of time, since each Party
member attending the meeting would be fully aware of the existence
and causes of the merits and demerits of his work, and the next tasks to
be fulfilled.

It is always difficult to prepare for a meeting, but if preparations are
properly made, it will go smoothly. If preparations are insufficient,
diverse opinions will arise, inevitably resulting in a tedious and lengthy
meeting. However, a well-prepared meeting can proceed very quickly
since everyone shares the same general viewpoint.

After guaranteeing that the primary Party organizations hold their
general meetings in this way, the ri Party committee should put
together all their suggestions and prepare its report to be given at the ri
Party general meeting. When the ri Party general meeting is finally
held, it will be more successful and brief.

Here at Rihyon-ri, it seems, the preparations for the ri Party general
meeting were relatively well made. I am very much satisfied to notice
today, at the general meeting of the Rihyon-ri Party organization, that in

9



less than a year after the guidance given at Chongsan-ri, a great deal of
progress has been made in the work of our rural ri Party organizations.

What are the changes that have taken place in the work of ri Party
organizations in the rural areas?

In the first place, the leading officials have come to have a clear
understanding of their own tasks. When I went to Chongsan-ri last
year, I found that many officials there had little knowledge about how
to carry out Party work or how to organize farm work. But now the
chairmen of Party committees, chairmen of cooperative management
boards, workteam leaders, chairmen of the Democratic Youth League
organizations, and motivation workers have all become familiar with
what they should do and how they should do it.

The officials now rely on the Party organization and core elements
in carrying out their work, instead of doing it all alone. When a
workteam ran up against difficulties, it held a Party meeting and made
an appeal to the Party members, arousing their enthusiasm and pooling
the wisdom of many comrades to untie the knotty problem. That is a
really excellent method of work.

That is precisely the method which the anti-Japanese guerrillas
applied in the past, and precisely the way our men of the People’s
Army called a Party meeting on the firing line on the eve of a do-or-die
battle with the enemy.

Believing in the inexhaustible strength of the masses, relying on
them, consulting with them and bringing their wisdom and creative
activity into play, has been the invariable work method of our Party in
revolution and construction.

The December 1956 Plenary Meeting of the Central Committee of
our Party set a pattern for this method of work. In those days our
country was in a very difficult situation. On account of a hard-fought
struggle, we had barely managed to recover from the war damage and
were not yet in a position to undertake the work of laying the
foundations for industrialization; the anti-Party elements started to
attack the Party and, along with them, Syngman Rhee threatened us
with his “march north”.
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At this crucial moment our Party carried through its line without the
slightest vacillation and tided over the hardships by rousing the
patriotic zeal of all its members and the masses, and for four years up
to the present, has continued the great Chollima advance.

The Party organizations of Rihyon-ri have correctly adopted and
put into practice that work method of our Party.

In the past year, there has also been a fair amount of progress in
regard to inner-Party work. Formerly, Party committees did not know
how to give assignments to the Party members properly, but now they
give them to everyone and have thus converted our Party into a party of
action, one which moves forward. This is a very important
achievement.

It is necessary to maintain and constantly develop the method of
work by which each Party member is given an assignment and
attracted into activities. Appropriate tasks must be assigned to
everybody in accordance with his character and ability. Zhuge Liang,
who appears in the ancient tale A History of Three Kingdoms, won
victory in every battle he fought because he knew how to make good
use of people according to their character and ability.

In the army, whenever there is a change in the situation, an able
platoon leader gives his men new tasks that correspond to their
personal qualities and capabilities and even teaches them specific ways
of carrying them out. When a reconnoitring mission has to be carried
out, for example, he will choose the most suitable man to assure the
best success of the mission under the given situation and explain his
task to him in great detail: how to act when rounding a mountain, what
to guard against when coming across a narrow path and what to watch
for on reaching the approaches to a bridge, and so on. There will be no
slip, only if the platoon leader organizes the work in that way. If,
instead, he bluntly assigns the task, simply ordering the men to go out
and capture an enemy, then that mission is doomed to failure.

The case is exactly the same with a workteam. In the workteam,
some people are quick-witted and others slow, some good at carrying
loads on their backs and others skilled in rice-planting. The workteam
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leader, therefore, should give his team members assignments suited to
their personal qualities and abilities, and then explain to them in detail
the way of tending cold-bed rice seedlings, carrying manure out to the
fields and planting rice seedlings.

All officials, without exception, should work in this way. If anyone
thinks that a man of importance like himself should not rack his brains
over such trifles, he is wrong. The greater the man, the more he should
be familiar with trifles and concerned with minor affairs at all times.

Now to another subject. In the course of the struggle for carrying
out our directions given at Chongsan-ri, a great many Party members
have become activists, and the activity and enthusiasm of all Party
members have been greatly enhanced.

When I was in Chongsan-ri last year, I saw many a Party member
trying to shift his own responsibility for shortcomings onto others and
finding faults with others instead of admitting his own faults. But
today, everyone endeavours to take the lead in hard work, pulling the
loiterers along, and raise the standard of living of people who are not so
well-off. Moreover, efforts are even being made to transform those
who were once detested and looked upon with hostility and to bring
them closer to our Party.

Before, some of the dependents of People’s Army personnel and
the families of those killed by the enemy had the old idea of just
receiving food rations and living at the expense of others, but today
they have a very strong determination to become a model for others
and do more work in the interest of the Party and the state. As a result,
the ri Party committee and the cooperative, which before regarded
them as a bore and a heavy burden on the people, have now come to
hold them in high esteem and are trying sincerely to help those of them
who are in need.

Now the cooperative has become a harmonious family and the ri
Party committee a strong militant organization, firmly united and
vigorous.

This is a great victory for the mass line of our Party. Our building of
socialism and communism is designed to make everyone live a life of
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plenty. It is crystal-clear that this aim cannot be attained with the effort
and strength of a handful of people alone. Without enlisting the
enthusiasm and creative activity of millions of working masses, it is
impossible to accomplish the cause of building socialism and
communism.

Comrade Ri Sin Ja has grasped that truth and translated it into
reality all by herself. It cannot but be of great pride for the Rihyon-ri
Party organization to have brought up such an exemplary communist
fighter. Comrade Ri Sin Ja, we can say, is the Kil Hwak Sil of
Rihyon-ri.

Comrade Ri Sin Ja has remoulded laggards and led them to work
with enthusiasm. She aided and supported those having difficulties and
conducted education, information and motivation work among the
masses so that they all might unite closely around our Party and work
with one mind and one purpose. She has always acted according to her
words and done everything in her power to serve the Party and the
masses, disregarding her own sufferings and sacrifices. She has always
set an example to others. We can say that she is a real communist
educator.

It is my belief that there are more than a few Ri Sin Jas in Rihyon-ri
and that such comrades are also to be found in all the other ri in Sungho
District.

Ever since guidance was given to Chongsan-ri, many Kil Hwak Sils
and Ri Sin Jas who are fine communist educators have appeared in our
countryside. This is the most valuable result our Party has achieved
and its most precious asset.

Our Party members have shown great ability in transforming
people’s ideology, rousing their revolutionary zeal and in mobilizing
the broad masses for revolutionary work, and they have gained much
confidence in their own strength. I do not doubt that the Korean
revolution will definitely emerge victorious if all our Party members
continue to move forward with such spirit and confidence.

To tell the truth, ever since my visit to Chongsan-ri, [ have always
wondered when activists would appear in our countryside in large
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numbers to transform all laggards and induce everyone to become
ardent builders of socialism. This has heavily weighed on my mind.

As you all know, the aggression and oppression of foreign
imperialists had long exerted a very noxious influence on the
ideological consciousness of our people. A great number of Koreans
had their consciousness poisoned by nearly 40 years of Japanese
imperialist rule, and during the period of the temporary retreat in the
Fatherland Liberation War the American scoundrels, though for a short
period, spread ideological bacteria in the minds of our people, thereby
corrupting many of them.

Under these conditions our Party has consistently followed the
policy of eradicating the ideological aftereffects in people of the
aggression and subversion of the imperialists, remoulding those
imbued with obsolete ideas and thus uniting all the people from all
walks of life around itself.

You have worked hard to carry out this policy of our Party. For
many years bureaucrats such as Ho Ka I, Pak Chang Ok, Pak Ui Wan
and Pak Yong Bin did tremendous harm to our Party. Now we have
started uprooting their evil influence. We shall have to wage a
continuous and powerful struggle to get rid of it. It is a fact, however,
that we are succeeding in this sphere. We can say that a considerable
number of our officials and Party members have just started to acquire
a really communist style of work in which, instead of domineering the
masses and issuing orders to them, they go among them, awaken them
by using persuasion and education and guide laggards so that they
themselves strive to become members of the vanguard.

Since our comrades have advanced so much, I believe, they can
easily produce one million more tons of grain. Increasing grain output
by one million tons is a question of how to fight and conquer nature. In
my opinion, it is much easier than to remould people. There is nothing
more difficult than transforming people.

Our Party and its members are now bent down to this most difficult
task, the task of educating and transforming people. Our Party
members not only infinitely trust and love their Party but have
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confidently thrown themselves into the struggle to rally the broader
masses around it.

Since our Party organizations have become invincible militant
ranks of devoted communist fighters who are capable of tackling this
job, we have nothing to fear, and no difficulty whatever can block our
path.

I am very much satisfied that such great changes have taken place in
the past year in the work of our rural ri Party organizations.

These gains we have made are more precious than gold or millions
of tons of rice, and cannot be bartered for anything.

The ri Party organizations have not only made radical progress in
regard to inner-Party work and work with the masses but have also
brought about a great change in their work in the sphere of the
economy.

Last year Rihyon-ri scored such splendid results that the
per-household share amounted to 2,072 kilogrammes in grain and 764
won in cash. This means that the per-household share increased 2.4
times in grain and 3.7 times in cash, respectively, as compared with
1959. This is the case with Rihyon-ri which does not have very
favourable conditions in the city of Pyongyang.

Has such a result been attained because we did more special favours
for you than in 1959? No, we did not do any more for you. You have
had the same land, the same houses and the same people. Everything
has remained unchanged. You say you owe it to the Premier or to the
Party Central Committee. True, the line of the Party Central
Committee has been correct, and so has been its leadership. They were
also correct in the past. Despite that, things did not go well in 1959,
whereas there were good results in 1960. What is the reason? It lies in
the fact that our Party organizations, especially those at the ri level, and
ri Party committee chairmen, management board chairmen, primary
Party organization chairmen, workteam leaders, all the Party members,
members of the Democratic Youth League and the Women’s Union,
have been united and carried out the Party decisions and directives.

If the decisions and directives of the Party, however correct they
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may be, are not implemented by the Party members and the masses,
they will be merely scraps of paper. Everything turned out successfully
because you made every sincere effort to carry out our Party’s policies.

Therefore, in my opinion, you should not thank the Party Central
Committee but rather I should thank you on behalf of the Party Central
Committee.

The facts all clearly show that the work went well where the Party’s
policies were thoroughly implemented but this was not the case where
they were not implemented.

Why is it that the people of Changsong County who lived a very
hard life in the past are now well-off? Because the county Party
committee chairman has been faithful in implementing the Party’s
policy on making use of the mountains in mountainous areas.

Why did Ryanggang Province fail in farming last year, while all the
other provinces came out well? Ryanggang Province had poor crop
yields last year because some of the counties sowed too much barley,
instead of planting high-yielding potatoes as they were instructed by
the Party. The yield in Ryanggang Province was eight tons of potato
per hectare as against only 300 kilogrammes of barley. Now the
exchange rate for potatoes and rice is four to one, so that means that
Ryanggang Province forfeited the equivalent of two tons of rice for
every 300 kilogrammes of barley they produced per hectare. This was
precisely due to their failure to implement the Party’s policies.

Why, then, did our country suffer a crop failure in 1959? There
were various reasons. For one thing, it was not long after the merging
of agricultural cooperatives, and the management board chairmen,
who had run only small cooperatives comprising 30 to 40 households,
were not capable of properly managing the rapidly expanded
cooperative economy.

The cooperatives formed many workteams, believing it would be
advantageous.

Besides, there was a great wastage of labour in May and June, the
busiest months, during which young people were taken out of farm
work and were scattered here and there for the so-called bumper crop
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football matches arranged by that reprobate Ko Chang Un who was
then holding a post in the Ministry of Agriculture.

Meanwhile, quite a few cooperatives did not fix proper work
norms, made no accurate assessment of work-days and divided up their
harvest in a haphazard way, thus violating the socialist principle of
distribution.

Moreover, we, more or less, fell into dogmatism. The maize sown
as an aftercrop was all made into silage, so that we could neither feed it
to the cattle immediately nor use it for human consumption.

Furthermore, the irrigation projects carried out on a large scale,
which were definitely necessary, prevented us from directing adequate
efforts to that year’s farming.

In the final analysis, who is at fault? Those who direct agriculture
are largely to blame for it. The ri Party organizations and the Party
members had no choice but to follow the directives from above. That is
why things went badly with farming in 1959.

The great significance of the guidance of Chongsan-ri lies in the
fact that it enabled us to discover the defects of rural work in time and
propose the correct remedies for them.

Due to the fact that our Party had close ties with the masses, and all
the Party organizations and the Party members were rallied firmly
around the Party Central Committee, we could spot the shortcomings
in rural work in good time and take proper steps to rectify them.

At Chongsan-ri we stressed that inasmuch as the cooperatives grew
larger after the mergers, their planning had to be improved and efforts
concentrated on farm work. We emphasized that work norms had to be
set properly and work-days assessed correctly, that the voluntary
enthusiasm of the cooperative members had to be drawn on and, at the
same time, the socialist principle of distribution had to be strictly
observed so as to stimulate their zeal for production. We stressed that
the work of the county Party committees and county people’s
committees should be radically reorganized so that their officials
personally would go to the ri to organize and direct production.

Defects were corrected and the above-mentioned policy set by the
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Party was carried into effect, with the result that we scored a great
victory in agricultural production last year.

As you see, in the past year, a great change was brought about both
in the ideological and political work of the Party and economic work.

We have made a great amount of gains, but there are no grounds for
self-complacency. Our Party has always been opposed to becoming
self-complacent with victory.

For us there still remains the difficult revolutionary task of scaling
the high peak of socialism in the northern half and bringing about the
reunification of the country. To attain this high peak, we have to make
a giant stride forward in agriculture. Instead of 3,800,000 tons we must
raise the grain output to at least 5,000,000 tons, and even up to the
6,000,000 or 7,000,000-ton mark. Only this will enable everyone in the
northern half to live on rice. If we reach a point in which we can eat
rice and meat soup, wear fine clothes and live in tile-roofed houses, we
would be living in paradise.

By producing still more in the future we should let everyone enjoy
this life of abundance and happiness and, furthermore, work in an easy
and agreeable way. Although we have completely abolished all the
exploiting institutions in the northern half, we have yet to free our
working people from heavy and arduous toil.

Therefore, we are now confronted with the high revolutionary task
of increasing production to allow all people to live an affluent life and,
at the same time, of mechanizing production to rid people of arduous
and toilsome labour. The Seven-Year Plan is designed to solve this
very task. The responsibility for the fulfilment of this honourable
revolutionary task rests upon the shoulders of our Workers’ Party
members, the communists.

Here the Party members in the rural areas have the responsibility to
do a weighty and important task. They have the obligation of
mechanizing all work in the countryside and increasing agricultural
production rapidly, thereby raising the living standard of the peasants
to that of the well-to-do middle peasantry.

We should actively push ahead with mechanization in the
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countryside in order to increase production and facilitate work.
Mechanization should be introduced in all work including ploughing,
weeding, harvesting and threshing.

Besides mechanization, chemicalization should also be effected in
agriculture. What is chemicalization? It is the widespread application
of chemical methods to agricultural production. The manufacture and
use of varied chemical fertilizers to make the land fertile, weed killers
and many other kinds of agricultural chemicals—all this can be said to
be chemicalization. We need compost, but cannot rely on it alone.
Therefore, we have to supply the countryside with diverse chemical
fertilizers in large quantities. Weed killers should also be applied so
that we may eliminate weeding completely or at least make it easier.

We must see to it that the rice-transplanting method be done away
with in the future and that it be substituted by directly sowing the seed
in rice paddies with machines. At present we employ the
seedling-transplant method because of the limited area of rice paddies
in our country; we can dispense with it if we have sufficient paddies. If
the area of the rice paddies amounts to 700,000-800,000 hectares in the
northern half, we can sow rice seeds directly, instead of planting the
seedlings.

If there were 700,000 hectares of rice paddies and each hectare
yields at least five tons, the rice output would reach up to 3,500,000
tons. Then the people in the northern half would all be able to live on
rice. At that stage, we will no longer have to transplant rice seedlings.
Instead we will sow the seeds directly in dry paddies before irrigating
them, apply herbicides to prevent weeds from growing and use
machines to harvest rice. The peasants will then be able to work with as
much facility as the workers.

In order to make all this possible we will have to study many things
and work more.

The most important agricultural task this year is that of turning out
one million more tons of grain.

If we harvest an additional million tons, the annual grain output in
our country will reach the 5 million-ton mark. This means that we will
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not need to buy food grain from other countries and will be able to
build more factories by importing machines instead of rice. This will
enable us to develop our industry further and also bring about the
mechanization and chemicalization of agriculture much faster.

We can see from this that increasing grain output by one million
tons means more than simply securing abundance of food grain; it
represents a highly important revolutionary task for giving a great
impulse to our country’s economic development.

We should not only exert our efforts to increase grain production
but also develop stockbreeding. Only by promoting the latter will it be
possible to solve the meat problem and the problem of raw materials
for light industry.

If each family breeds two pigs, we will have 2 million pigskins,
enough to manufacture 4 million pairs of shoes. Since we can also
make synthetic leather shoes, we shall then all be able to wear leather
shoes instead of rubber shoes.

If each household raises ten rabbits, we shall be able to get 10 million
rabbit skins which are enough to turn out 500,000 coats for children.
When this is achieved all our children will have rabbit fur coats. How
happy the parents will be when they are able to put leather shoes and
rabbit fur coats on their children before sending them to school!

If traffic between the north and the south commences and peasant
representatives of south Korea come and see the modern and affluent
life we lead here, they will certainly resolve to drive out the Yankees
and annihilate the landlords.

Our light industry is still failing to meet fully the demands of the
people. The Party has now given light industry the task of achieving a
radical improvement in two or three years. To fulfil this task it will be
necessary to achieve good results both in farming and animal husbandry,
thereby producing large quantities of ox hide and pigskin as well as
rabbit fur. Only then will it be possible to manufacture sufficient
quantities of leather shoes, overcoats, men’s fur caps, women’s fur
jackets and other necessary articles made from leather and fur.

We should bear in mind that by farming well and manufacturing
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good-quality products in quantity, we will not only be making our life
more modern and affluent but also carrying out the revolutionary task
of hastening the reunification of the country.

If a Workers’ Party member works harder only in order to get a
bigger share of rice, we must consider that he is excessively
short-sighted and narrow-minded. Our Party members should make the
primary aim of their work the achievement of a happy and plentiful life
for the people and the fulfilment of the great task of national
reunification.

If our Party members work, motivated by such lofty aims, how can
they feel complacent with the results already attained and indolently
mark time? Those who are making revolution must not stagnate and
mark time. For revolutionaries there is only uninterrupted renovation
and advance. Only by facing difficulties fearlessly and overcoming
them courageously can we win victory in the revolution.

It was not because the anti-Japanese guerrillas were unaware of the
comforts of family life in a warm home that they endured hardships.
They defied all hardships and tribulations and fought to the last
because they had the noble aim of crushing Japanese imperialism and
winning back the independence of the country. And how could we
fight such an arduous battle against the Yankees if we were only
interested in an easy life for ourselves?

We never again wanted to become slaves of the imperialists, even if
it meant death. So, we fought on heroically to victory without flinching
from harsh exigencies. If we had cowardly surrendered to the Yankees
in order to save our own skins, we would have found ourselves in a
wretched situation, lower than their dogs or pigs. This is eloquently
shown by the present situation of south Korea. Our brothers there are
obliged to swallow meekly whatever insults the American scoundrels
may level at them. They cannot answer back even when the Yankees
strip our sisters naked, paint their bodies and shave their hair.

In order to live like men, our compatriots in the southern half have
to bravely rise in the liberation struggle against the US imperialists and
their henchmen.
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The people in the northern half should tenaciously fight on to reach
the high peak of socialism and save our south Korean compatriots from
their tragic situation as soon as possible.

I have so far mentioned the general tasks you ought to perform.

As for the specific tasks you are to fulfil, I think they are all set forth
explicitly in the report to the general meeting.

I think you were right when you suggested that you should reclaim
more land, further increase the per-hectare yield by cultivating more
maize, a high-yielding crop, and make more compost.

Therefore, I will not touch upon your specific tasks. I should like
only to emphasize a few more points regarding the questions raised in
your debate.

In the report and the debate you said that there had been many cases
of hostile elements carrying out subversive activities but there was no
mention of how you had got rid of them. It seems as if you had a big
headache in Rihyon-ri. If you smashed them, that was fine. You must
struggle mercilessly against the hostile elements, namely, those
scoundrels who regard us as their enemies, and who oppose our Party
and the people’s power.

What kind of men are we? We are the kind of men who devote all
that is dear to us to the struggle for abolishing the system of
exploitation of man by man so that everyone can live well, and for
reunifying our country to enable the whole nation to enjoy a happy life.

We deprived the landlords of their landed estates and distributed
them to the peasants who were without any land or poor in land,
prohibited all forms of usurious exploitation and confiscated and
nationalized the railways, factories, mines, banks, etc., owned by the
Japanese imperialists and traitors to the nation. We also completed the
cooperativization of agriculture and the socialist transformation of
private trade and industry, thereby thoroughly eradicating every form
of capitalist exploitation and its source.

What sort of people are they who regard us as their enemies and
oppose us? They are the former landlords who are trying to regain their
expropriated land, those who want to practise usury as before, the
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rascals who seek to sell the country to the American scoundrels, and
who, like Jang Myon in south Korea, are about to betray our country
again to the Japanese rogues.

In a nutshell, those who treat us as an enemy and turn against us are
the rogues who, by relying on the imperialist forces, try to restore the
feudal landlord and capitalist systems in our country and drive the
whole nation into imperialist slavery.

We must fight uncompromisingly against these hostile elements.
We have no one but them to hate and fear.

We need not be afraid of the people once affiliated with the “peace
maintenance corps” and the families of those who went down to the
south. Many people were forced by the Yankees to join the “peace
maintenance corps”. The Yankees try to make our people commit
crimes and get Koreans to fight Koreans. A considerable number of the
former “peace maintenance corps” members got caught in this trap.

The same goes for those who went down to the south. There is no
need to be afraid of the workers and peasants who went down to the
south. Most of them ran off to south Korea in fear, because of some
crime which the Yankees had forced them to commit, or they were
duped by the Yankees into going to south Korea. In south Korea they
have no alternative but to beg with tin cups or to be sold and sent to
South America as virtual slaves for the rest of their lives. At best, they
may meet some old friends who are lackeys of the Yankees and who
help them become espionage agents for the American scoundrels.

There is no one in south Korea to offer them land or a house, nor is
there anyone so kindhearted as to feed them for nothing. The Koreans
in the south have all been so impoverished that they do not have
enough for themselves, and they are not even in a position to give a
free meal to the destitute runaways from the northern half.

That being the case, those who went south and witnessed the
miserable plight of south Korea under the domination of the Yankees
and came to realize that they had been deceived by them, may possibly
return to the path of the revolution to fight against the Yankees.

Therefore, you should not hate but rather pity the families of those
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who were affiliated with the “peace maintenance corps” before or
those who went south. You should patiently educate them all to
become good citizens and bring them into our fold.

Of course, you must not forget that there are also bad elements
among those who once joined the “peace maintenance corps” or went
off to the south. You should keep a strict watch on the families of the
former landlords and capitalists who served as running dogs for the
Japanese and American gangs and then ran away. They should also be
educated and remoulded but, at the same time, it is necessary to keep a
watchful eye on them.

However, there is no need to fear the families of those who had
lived a hard life in the past although they had run errands for the “peace
maintenance corps” before they fled. If they turn against us, that is
another question. But as long as they follow us and support us, we
should not push them away.

You must not give the cold shoulder to them as if to say: “You are a
turncoat and are no longer one of us. I won’t even look at you.” As for
those who want to follow us, you must constantly persuade them to
become good citizens notwithstanding the fact that it was wrong for
their fathers and husbands to have been deceived by the Yankees and
to have run away: you should embrace them warmly.

Now let me turn to the question of studies. You must realize that
production is important, but study is no less important a duty of Party
members than production. It is imperative for all Party members to
study under all conditions. If they do not study, they cannot achieve
good results in production or fulfil their other revolutionary tasks.

Certain comrades seem to think that study and production are
opposed to each other, but they are mistaken. On the contrary, study is
a necessary factor in guaranteeing success in production.

The Party member is not one who merely follows the plough to
make a living as he thinks fit. The Party member assumes the mission
of remoulding the whole of society—a mission which is more valuable
and nobler than solving his personal problems of food, housing and
clothing.
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Building socialism and then communism in our country is the
ultimate goal of Party members. With such a lofty goal and mission,
they cannot allow themselves to be interested only in their own share
(though this is necessary, of course,) and worry about nothing else but
their own household affairs. Party members must know how to do
Party work and must understand the national and international
situation. For these reasons they must study hard.

Our Party paper provides the best materials for Party studies. Only
by reading it, is it possible to have an understanding of the
ever-changing international and internal scene and be informed of the
policies and tasks that the Party puts forth as the situation demands.
Without persistent study it will be almost impossible to keep abreast of
the ever-changing situation nor will it be possible to carry out the
revolutionary tasks put forward by the Party.

That is why you must read the Party paper without fail, no matter
how busy you may be. There is no one who goes without a meal
because of work. Party members should consider that reading the Party
paper is exactly the same as eating. You get hungry if you do not eat,
and if you miss reading the newspaper for even one day, you will
become ignorant of what is going on around you.

In the past when we were fighting against the Japanese bandits,
when we obtained a copy of the party paper or the Comintern paper, we
would read it by turns until it was worn out. To us a newspaper was
precious, and it was usually difficult to obtain. Now many of our Party
members are indifferent to the newspaper; I am afraid that they
probably do not realize how precious the newspaper is, since we issue
it in such enormous numbers on good-quality paper every day. The
erroneous attitude towards the Party paper must be completely
rectified. We have to guarantee that all Party members are informed of
the major items in the paper through both study circles and collective
reading sessions.

It is also incorrect, of course, to think that Party studies can be
pursued only by highly informed members, and not by those who are
less informed. This mistaken viewpoint on the part of some Party
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members is also the fault of the county and ri Party organizations,
inasmuch as they have failed to organize Party studies properly. Party
members can hardly be expected to have interest in their studies, if
lecturers make long speeches that are difficult to understand. When
training courses are given to lecturers or when the lecturers themselves
address the rank-and-file Party members, every effort must be made to
use simple language and to make the lectures interesting.

Some people identify the level of ideological consciousness of
Party members with their cultural level. This is also a mistaken
concept. There are many who are so ignorant that they do not even
know the alphabet but, at the same time, have a great hatred for the
landlords and capitalists and for imperialism. On the other hand, even
among well-informed people like university graduates there are those
who are not armed with working-class consciousness.

Not all former guerrilla fighters had broad knowledge or were good
at writing. They were of worker or peasant origin and, accordingly, the
cultural level of some comrades was not up to standard, and yet, all of
them had a sufficiently high degree of class consciousness and lofty
revolutionary spirit to sacrifice themselves for the sake of the country
and the people. So the Party members’ level of consciousness must not
be judged by their cultural level.

It is a very good thing that you are ready to follow the good
examples of other ri. Our Party’s method of educating people is to
overcome the negative by the positive and to influence the masses by
exemplary deeds.

You should not only emulate examples of other ri but give support
to the best workteams and individuals in your ri so that others may
follow their examples.

A certain comrade here was right to criticize the management board
for its failure to protect the common property. In spite of the fact that
timber is a very precious item in our country, you fail to take care of the
wooden frames for cold-bed rice seedlings and let them go to waste
after using them only once. This is entirely incorrect.

All the property of the cooperative belongs to the community and to
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the people. Therefore, nothing, not a single tree or bundle of straw,
should be neglected.

In capitalist society, to take one example, a villager has nothing to
do with whether the local clinic prospers or goes bankrupt. But now,
the clinics in our farm villages are no longer private property but,
instead, the common property of the cooperatives. So each of the
cooperative members should hold them dear. Both the medical
workers of the clinic and the cooperative members who make use of it
should keep its facilities neat and tidy and use them with care.

In taking good care of the common property of the cooperative and
the state property, Party members should always be models for others.

The chairman of the Democratic Youth League organization and
Comrade Ri Sin Ja were quite right when they said that the young
people should be educated to love the countryside and think it an
honour to work there.

The aim of communism is to overcome the contradictions and,
furthermore to obliterate even the distinctions between town and
country. The youth, therefore, should not try to leave farm villages for
the cities but should fight with all their might to build their villages as
beautiful and modern as towns. Why should the youth with so much
courage and enterprising spirit only seek places which are good to live
in and easy to work in?

The future cultural life in the countryside will be as good as that of
Pyongyang when rows of modern dwellings, clubhouses and cinemas
are built and when radio sets are available in all the villages. What is
the real difference between seeing films and listening to the radio in
Pyongyang or in the countryside? There is no difference. The
distinctions between town and country will gradually disappear in the
future.

In the field of commodity distribution, the disparity has already
disappeared between town and country. In the past there were plenty of
different products available in Pyongyang and they were cheap,
whereas the countryside was lacking in goods and those available were
expensive. But today, even in the remote mountainous areas, you can
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find exactly the same kinds of commodities as in the towns and their
prices are the same everywhere. Also, there are as many goods in the
countryside as in the towns.

As for school education at the present time, there is no distinction
between town and country. Education is compulsory everywhere and
all pupils use the same textbooks for their studies.

If there still exists any distinction between town and country, it is
that agricultural labour is a little more tough and difficult than
industrial labour. But in the future, when agriculture is mechanized,
people will prefer the countryside, with its fresh air and beautiful
landscape, to the cities.

The youth should, therefore, courageously take the lead in the
honourable struggle to build a modern socialist countryside.

The report pointed out that you failed to work out a correct rural
economic plan for the ri. This means that the management board lacks
knowledge of the true situation in the cooperative and that the
workteam leaders have no clear idea of the real state of their
workteams.

Correct plans can be drawn up for both ploughing and sowing only
when the workteam leaders are well versed in their jobs. To formulate
a correct plan for sowing a certain crop, for example, it is necessary to
check whether the land is sodden or dry, fertile or barren, and take into
account the composition of the work hands and their skills. Things go
wrong because work is planned haphazardly without knowing these
factors.

The same can be said of the state plan. Only by getting acquainted
with technical knowledge, the working conditions, and the feelings of
people is it possible to map out an accurate plan. Those who possess
technical knowledge but fail to understand the people’s mentality
cannot draw up an accurate plan. These people may set the targets too
low since they take only the technical aspects into account.

The cause of the failure to formulate a correct agricultural plan also
lies in the fact that those who personally work among the masses are
not well acquainted with rural conditions and do not have a clear
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understanding of what they are supposed to do. Since the level of
planning of the rural officials is still low, we actually send down two
kinds of plans to them at present. Strictly speaking, one is the state plan
and the other is the struggle target. The task of increasing the grain
yield by one million tons this year is not a state plan but is a struggle
target. The state plan is set a little lower so that slips would not occur,
whereas the struggle target is fixed a bit higher.

When will it be possible for us to do away with this kind of practice
and send out a single state plan? We shall be able to map out a correct
state plan only when you carry out your work well. When each ri
formulates an accurate plan, it will help the district work out a correct
one; when the district works out a well-calculated plan, the city will be
able to lay out an infallible plan; and only when an accurate plan is
submitted by the city, will the state plan be made correctly. However,
the planning level of our rural officials is still very low compared with
the factory officials.

No accurate plan, apt for real conditions, can ever be mapped out as
long as the officials of the management board only issue orders, sitting
cross-legged in the office. The officials of the management board and
the ri Party committee should, therefore, closely investigate and study
the natural conditions of the ri and the real possibilities of all the
cooperative members and know the whole situation in the ri like the
palm of their own hand, thereby preparing themselves to work out a
correct plan.

You suggested in your debate that the workteams be strengthened. I
think you are right. The workteam is the lowest work unit where work
is directly organized among the masses. Success or failure of the
cooperative in its work depends, after all, on whether things go well
with the workteams or not. The work of the workteams and the primary
Party organizations which give guidance to the former should,
therefore, be intensified in every way.

I should like to refer to the question of the management board
chairman taking part in farm work. I think it is suitable for the chairman
to participate in physical labour for about 30 or 40 days a year.
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Why is it good for the management board chairman to participate in
physical work? Only when he has experience in ploughing, furrowing
and weeding, can he realize which work is more difficult and whether
or not the work norm is set properly. Because the management board
chairman does not join in farm work, he goes so far as to give the most
work-points to the person who goes around repairing electric lights
with a pair of pliers hanging from his belt.

What is most essential is that if the chairman goes among the masses
and takes a direct part in working with them, he will ascertain their
sentiments and breathe the same air as they do, and become their close
companion. The members of the cooperative elected their chairman not
because they wanted him to assume an air of superiority or brandish his
authority, but because they wished him to play the part of their faithful
servant in all respects. But, if the management board chairman puts his
hands in his pockets in a self-assuming manner and idles his time away,
only bustling about shouting at people, the cooperative members will
even be reluctant to address him, thinking him a man of higher category
like some former junior government official. If he behaves like that, how
can he get to know the true situation in the cooperative and the feelings
of the masses? Only when he goes among the masses and works with
them, will people become close to him, talk to him open-heartedly and
share their opinions with him.

Besides, if the management board chairman takes part in manual
labour, he will realize, through his own experience, the difference
between physical and mental labour, become aware of the arduousness
and difficulty of physical labour and therefore come to feel more
keenly the necessity of mechanizing work and emancipating people
from toilsome and tough labour.

By engaging the management board chairman in manual labour in
that way, we are not aiming simply to add another work hand but to
acquaint him thoroughly with farm work, make him go among the
masses and gain personal experience in hard work.

Therefore, it is of no use if the management board chairman takes
no account of other matters on the grounds that he is engaged in
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manual labour, and only goes on working obediently like the ordinary
cooperative members. He must try to make effective use of the period
of physical labour by relating it to his job as chairman of the
management board.

According to your debate, it seems to me that you still make an
incorrect assessment of work-points in many spheres and do not
observe the socialist principle of distribution strictly. You must always
assess work-points correctly, enforce the workteam bonus system
thoroughly, and abide strictly by the socialist principle of distribution.

You must, as provided for in the rules, make it a point to announce,
once every 10 days, to the cooperative members how many
work-points they have earned. By doing so, you will increase the
material interest of the cooperative members in the fruits of their
labour and, at the same time, stimulate their enthusiasm. The socialist
principle of distribution is based on the principle: “He who does not
work shall not eat.” So, you must bear in mind that strict adherence to
this principle is an excellent method of communist education.

This year everyone should energetically strive to abide by the
socialist principle of distribution more thoroughly. In the autumn of
last year we went out to Jaegyong-ri, Sunan County, South Phyongan
Province and to Songnam-ri, Pyongyang, and held meetings concerned
with accounting and income distribution on an experimental basis. In
accordance with the conclusion we drew there, the Presidium of the
Party Central Committee sent down its directives, but quite a few
chairmen of ri Party committees and officials of the county Party and
people’s committees still do not know how to distribute income
properly.

We should raise the professional level of the cooperative
management personnel so that the chairmen of the cooperative
management board and ri Party committee as well as workteam leaders
also know how to keep the accounts.

These are, in general, some of the points I wanted to emphasize
regarding the questions raised in your debate.

I am firmly convinced that you will achieve a still greater victory if
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you do not let the success you had last year go to your head and if you
consolidate that success further and continue to valiantly march ahead,
upholding the Party’s policies.

This time you should elect good comrades to the ri Party
committee; the newly-elected committee should further strengthen
collective leadership and give proper assignments to each Party
member so as to activate him. The committee should patiently continue
to educate all Party members in the spirit of fighting, through thick and
thin, to defend the Party Central Committee and carry out the Party’s
policies. It should firmly rely on the masses, sincerely educate them,
unite with every force possible and rally the broad masses around our
Party.

If you work in this way and the district Party committee comes
down and renders consistent help in your work, you will be fully able
to fulfil this year’s task of increased grain production. There is no
doubt about it.

To conclude, I hope you will initiate a movement for raising two
pigs and 15 rabbits in each household and achieve good results in
stockbreeding as well as in grain production.
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ON THE TASKS OF THE GENERAL
FEDERATION OF THE UNIONS
OF LITERATURE AND ARTS

Speech before the Executive Committee Members
of the Central Committee of the General Federation
of the Unions of Literature and Arts of Korea
March 4, 1961

I have received a report that the inaugural meeting of the General
Federation of the Unions of Literature and Arts proceeded with
success. I would like first to express my warm congratulations on the
success of the meeting.

The formation of the GFULA is an absolutely correct measure
taken to strengthen the unity of the largely increased ranks of literary
workers and artists and give collective leadership to literature and art.

Literature and art have so far been under the direction of the
ministry which issues ordinances, and the minister and some other
leading officials who, locked up in their office, guide them in an
administrative, petty and ineffective way. This method would be
unable to ensure proper guidance of our quickly developing literature
and art, particularly mass art, widespread among the people.

Large expansion of the ranks of literary and art workers and the
widespread development of mass-based art at the moment urgently
require not only administrative direction but also substantial guidance
of literary and art work. But several administrative officials of the
ministry alone would be unable to guide literature and art in terms of
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their content. So our Party decided to organize the GFULA so that it
can form the leading force from among its own contingents of literary
and art workers and give specialist, collective guidance to the work of
literature and art.

We have long emphasized the importance of taking in hand the
hard-core elements in this sphere, building up the forces of literary and
art workers centring on the core and, on its strength, carrying out the
Party’s policy on literature and art. The Party gives its leadership to
literature and art through the hard-core elements in this sphere, and the
Party’s policy on literature and art is carried out through the principal
role of the very hard core of writers and artists under the leadership of
the Party.

It can be said that whether the Party’s literary and art policy is
implemented properly or not depends largely on the role of the
leadership of the GFULA who are present here. If you, together with
the core elements of literature and art, strive efficiently under Party
leadership, you will be able to implement its literary and art policy
with success. If collective professional guidance of literature and art is
ensured, the Party’s policy on this sphere will be carried out even
better, and Party leadership of literature and art will be more effective.

The ranks of our literary and art workers have now become a
militant contingent which is not only large in number but also hardened
and well experienced in the arduous and complicated struggles,
including those against Japanese and US imperialisms and against the
anti-Party factionalists.

This success is attributable to the service rendered by you,
comrades, who are present here. The army of these literary and art
workers have honourably carried out the tasks given by the Party under
any difficult circumstances, and you have always been in the forefront
of the struggle. The anti-Party factionalists have tried to attack the core
of the force of literary and art workers whenever they attacked our
Party. But our Party has had faith in you and you have followed the
Party without vacillation. You are the elite of the force on the literary
and art front and the treasure of our Party, who have followed the
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Party’s policy and devotedly struggled to carry it out since liberation.
Our Party is greatly proud of having you, the loyal hard core of literary
and art force.

There are men of literature and art as well as statesmen, economic
workers and military men in any country. A society would be awfully
dull and drab without men of literature and art, nor could such a society
exist. Literature and art hold a very important place in social life and
literary workers and artists play a fairly big role in social development.
Our literary workers and artists must, in the future, too, devote
themselves to the struggle to implement the Party’s policy on literature
and art, making an active contribution to the revolutionary cause of our
people.

Heavy yet honourable duties are entrusted to the literary men and
artists and the General Federation of the Unions of Literature and Arts.

Their main duty is to help actively towards equipping the working
people with communist ideas.

To educate and remould the working people in a communist way is
the most important task confronting our Party at present. We intend to
take up this problem as one of the central tasks of Party work in the
report to the Fourth Party Congress to be held.

Reshaping man’s consciousness will only be successful when you
do it by the method of constant and tireless explanation and persuasion.
Needless to say, school training and political work hold an important
place in the communist education of people. But school education and
political information and motivation are not enough to cope with the
problem of remoulding people in a communist way. In this respect,
literature and art play a very important part. Novels, films, dramas,
dances and other art works based on fine subjects can be a great help to
arming people with communist ideas.

Positive examples are more effective in educating people than
outright criticism of their negative aspects. Whenever we read satires,
we wonder if such articles of criticism carried in publications could
really eradicate the remnants of old ideas from the minds of people. To
be frank, satires cannot contribute much to re-educating people in a
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communist way. Therefore, our Party put forward the policy of
educating the working people by means of positive examples to
overcome the negative.

A great stride has been made in remoulding people’s thinking since
the adoption of this policy. Many laudable deeds have been performed
by our Red medical workers these days: they grafted their own flesh
and bones to their patients. This was unthinkable in the old days. At
that time doctors would use their stethoscopes to “sound” the purses of
their patients before examining their diseases. But now our doctors
offer their own flesh and bones to save the lives of their patients.
Nowadays the communist virtue of valuing man most and serving him
is blossoming throughout the society. This clearly shows the
correctness of our Party’s policy of education by positive examples.

We can say that our country is now leading all others in
re-educating people in communist ideas. But we should not be content
with this. The work of eradicating the survivals of outdated ideas from
the minds of people and arming them with communist ideas is very
difficult and complicated and requires a long time. We must continue
with this work vigorously.

Following the Party’s policy on literature and art, the workers in
this field must create a larger number of good works of art which
describe the laudable and positive facts flourishing in our society and
typical communists. In this way they will render active service in
educating working people in a communist manner.

Today our Party and people are confronted with two revolutionary
tasks. One is to propel dynamically socialist construction in the
northern half of Korea, and the other is to help the south Korean people
in their revolutionary struggle and strive to realize the reunification
and independence of the country. The south Koreans and we are fellow
countrymen who are of the same blood. It is the sacred national duty of
the people in the northern half to give active support to the people of
the southern half in their struggle to throw off the shackles of US
imperialism as soon as possible.

In conformity with our revolutionary tasks, writers and artists
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should create the works which not only give an impetus to the
socialist construction of the people in the north but also enhance the
sense of national pride among the people in the south and encourage
them to turn out in the struggle against the US imperialists and their
stooges.

It is particularly important to raise the sense of national pride
among the people in the south. Without doing this it would be
impossible to rouse them to the liberation struggle. Therefore, many
works should be created to heighten their sense of national pride. You
should also produce works to instil hatred for US imperialism into their
minds. US imperialism is the sworn enemy of the Korean people and
the craftiest and most vicious aggressor. You must educate the south
Korean people far-sightedly and patiently by various forms of
literature and art including novels, songs and pictures.

Many works of literature and art on the theme of ardent patriotism
should also be produced to educate the people in the north and give
revolutionary influence to the people in the south.

If you are to fulfil these heavy and honourable tasks with success,
you must rid literature and art of their shortcomings as soon as
possible.

Y ou must first and foremost struggle vigorously to root out the evil
aftereffects of sycophancy and establish Juche thoroughly in literature
and art.

On my inspection tour of a school in the past I found only pictures
of foreign writers hanging up there, but none of Korean writers. So |
asked why and criticized them for this mistake.

Of course, we can say that such things have now disappeared and
that Juche has been established in literature and art. But the aftereffects
of sycophancy still remain in this field.

Some people still think that our country has produced neither
famous writers nor fine works; they tend to put forward only foreign
writers and foreign works. This is an expression of sycophancy and
national nihilism. Our country has produced many talented writers, and
many of their works are masterpieces. We must take pride in our own
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things and give wide publicity to our excellent works, instead of
looking up at foreign things only.

I was told that in the past some people who were affected with
sycophancy did not even try to study Korean music saying that it was
worthless. This is deplorable, indeed. From olden days our people have
loved music, and they are outstanding in musical talent. How many
beautiful melodies our people created and have handed down through
generations! We must not throw away this precious cultural wealth of
our nation but properly inherit and develop it to benefit our revolution.

Our country has produced many heroes, among them a hero of the
anti-Japanese armed struggle who silenced an enemy pillbox with his
body and many others who did the same heartily during the Fatherland
Liberation War and opened the way for their units to advance.
However, some people, affected with sycophancy, are giving
prominence only to foreign heroes rather than our own. Why should
they do this? Some other people write about foreign innovators in
production but not about our Chollima riders. This is also an
expression of sycophancy.

If our novels, dances, songs and everything else are approached
with such a nihilistic attitude, as if none of them were worth
mentioning, then that will lead to ignoring the history and the
revolutionary traditions of our people and even the Party line, thus
inflicting a serious loss on the revolution.

We must never forget how grave were the consequences of
sycophancy in the past Fatherland Liberation War. If Party members
and working people had been given proper education in the
revolutionary traditions before the war, so many people would not
have been killed by the enemy. The retreat of our People’s Army lasted
only 40 days. If they had gone into mountains, each carrying some two
mal of rice and an ax with him, they could have endured for 40 days.
But a great number of people stayed at home with no confidence in
victory and were massacred by the enemy. That was because the
sycophants such as Ho Ka I and Pak Chang Ok who entered the Party
immediately after liberation had not educated the Party members and
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working people in the revolutionary traditions. We must prevent the
recurrence of such things, and to this end, we must root out
sycophancy.

Our adherence to Juche in opposition to sycophancy is not a
practice of national chauvinism nor does it conflict with proletarian
internationalism on any account. Korean communists must succeed in
building socialism and communism first in Korea. Carrying out the
Korean revolution well means being faithful to internationalism.

Needless to say, we must learn from foreign experience. But even
in that case we must not swallow it up whole but digest it properly to
suit our reality. Koreans must know Korean things first and then learn
foreign things on the basis of their own things. A blind thought that
foreign things are all good and that one’s own things are all bad runs
counter to communist ideas. One who is steeped in sycophantic ideas
cannot carry out the revolution and construction in one’s own country
nor can one, therefore, be faithful to the internationalist duty.

We must launch a powerful struggle to wipe out the poisonous
effects of sycophancy from the sphere of literature and art and establish
Juche so that our literature and art can serve our revolutionary cause
better.

Men of literature and art must desist from being envious and jealous
of one another.

Such a practice still persists among some of these people. This is an
expression of the remnants of outdated ideas. If all the artists of our
country become excellent dancers and musicians, that will be a very
good thing.

During the Fatherland Liberation War, we proposed to confer the
title of Hero on those who shot down three enemy planes. Some people
objected to this idea, saying that then there would be too many heroes.
So we asked them: What would be the harm of having many heroes?
Would it be a bad thing if one thousand heroes should shoot down
3,000 Yankee planes and deal a heavy blow at the US imperialists both
from military and economic point of view? The more heroes, the
better.
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These days some people are afraid that there will be too many
Chollima riders. The more Chollima riders, the better. There will be
nothing bad in it at all. Our Party’s policy is to educate and remould all
people so that not a single man falls behind and that every man or
woman becomes an advanced worker, an innovator. Men of literature
and art, too, must desist completely from being envious and jealous of
one another and acquire the communist trait of helping and leading
each other forward.

The Executive Committee of the Central Committee of the GFULA
is a big staff. If the Executive Committee holds a collective discussion,
many good suggestions will be made and everything will go smoothly.
Since different branches of art-novel, drama, cinema, dance, music
and fine arts—are interrelated, the Executive Committee must
strengthen the system of discussion, and it will be able to give effective
guidance in the development of literature and art as a whole.

The Executive Committee of the Central Committee of the GFULA
should collectively discuss literary and art works and willingly take
advice about works from the masses. The GFULA must sharply
criticize the smallest manifestations in literary and art works of
misrepresentation of Party policy or outdated and unsound ideological
elements, so that they may be corrected immediately. You must nip a
poisonous herb in the bud.

Now, I would like to dwell on the relations between the General
Federation of the Unions of Literature and Arts and the Ministry of
Culture.

The Ministry of Culture is an administrative organ of the state and
the GFULA is a social organization of writers and artists. Both are the
national bodies with the responsibility to guide literature and art of our
country under the Party’s leadership. The Ministry of Culture is not a
superior of the GFULA. It should not try to rule over the GFULA but
be an administrative organ of the state which helps the GFULA. Under
the guidance of the Party, the Ministry of Culture should unite with the
GFULA and ensure the work of the latter administratively. When the
GFULA, for example, criticizes a newly produced literary work, if it
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has any shortcoming, the Ministry of Culture should also criticize it
and take an administrative measure to rectify the shortcoming. Only
then can these two bodies guarantee unity in the guidance of literature
and art.

The GFULA should bear the responsibility to deliberate and
examine literary and art pieces including novels and scenarios, and the
Ministry of Culture should provide writers and artists with working
conditions and take charge of publication, printing, production of
literary and art works and the like.

The most important duty of the Ministry of Culture is to educate
writers and artists properly.

If they are to create good works to contribute to the education of the
people, the writers and artists themselves should be ideologically
sound and have a high degree of political consciousness. But some of
our writers and artists are lagging behind the working people in
ideological consciousness, far from educating them.

I was told that some of the writers and artists, lacking an ardent
spirit to serve the working-class and retaining much of the remnants of
bourgeois ideas, were thinking of making money by compiling
collections of “a hundred songs” and “ten thousand songs” and such
like. The works of such people can neither educate people nor win their
love.

We must re-educate all the writers and artists who have the
remnants of bourgeois ideas. Which way will they go if they are left to
themselves? Now is the Chollima era when everyone is remoulded in a
communist way; the lagging writers and artists, too, should be
reformed without exception by acquiring the ideas of our Party so that
they will actively contribute to socialist construction. There must not
be a single man who lags behind ideologically among the men of
literature and art who are entrusted with a heavy responsibility to
educate people ideologically and culturally.

Both at the time of the Ministry of Culture and Information and the
Ministry of Education and Culture, our Party emphasized over and
over again the need to educate writers and artists well. But this work
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was not done properly. Some time ago, therefore, our Party separated
the Ministry of Culture from the Ministry of Education and Culture so
as to concentrate efforts on the education of writers and artists.

The Ministry of Culture should concentrate on the education of
writers and artists and, at the same time, take due interest in developing
their talents and evaluating their meritorious services correctly. Both
obstruction of the development of talented and faithful people and an
application of unprincipled equalitarianism which regards everyone
equally whether he is meritorious or not, have nothing to do with
socialism.

Excellent and promising people should be given education and
active assistance to make progress, and people who have rendered
distinguished service in the development of literature and art in our
country should be evaluated properly.

We must train many more competent writers and artists. Only then
can we hand down many good works of literature and art to posterity.
If you thoughtlessly dismiss talented, excellent writers because they
have some shortcomings, instead of educating them, you will be
unable to produce fine literary works for the coming generations. We
must value and love the talented writers and artists who have created
many good works and take good care of them so that they can work to
the best of their creative talents.

I wish you a great success in your future work.
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LET US FURTHER DEVELOP MASS ART

Talk with the Participants in the National Festival
of Rural Amateur Artist Groups
March 7, 1961

This time we saw the performances of rural amateur artists from all
provinces who took part in their national festival. All performances
were good. Our farmers are good at amateur artist activity, to say
nothing of farming. Our country enjoys a rich harvest both in farming
and art.

With great satisfaction at the excellent results of the National
Festival of Rural Amateur Artist Groups, I would like to warmly
congratulate all the contestants in the festival.

This festival clearly showed the big strides made by mass art in our
countryside. The level of their performances was much higher than last
year’s. Of course, their performances were not so good in artistic skill
as those of professional artists. But I would rather say that they
represented the life better than the professionals. The rural amateur
artist groups can challenge those of factories and enterprises.

Many pieces of various forms which gave extensive and profound
descriptions of the new reality of the cooperativized socialist
countryside were presented at this festival.

Most of them were those created by rural amateur artists
themselves, and few were ready-made ones. The amateurish works
deal extensively with profound subjects such as those on the
superiority of the system of socialist rural economy, on the struggle
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against selfishness and liberalism detrimental to the consolidation and
development of cooperative economy, and on the class struggle against
the enemy who opposes the system of cooperative economy.

The works presented to the festival were a particularly vivid and
truthful representation of life. Skill is important in art but truth is more
important. These works showed vivid and true pictures of the happy
and worthwhile life of the farmers and of our quickly developing
socialist countryside. These subjects were also handled correctly from
the political point of view.

The vividness and truthfulness of these works are explained by the
fact that they were produced amidst life and labour. Art does not drop
from the sky but is created out of life. Art can be truly people-oriented
and move people with great force only when it is produced in the
process of labour and correctly mirrors the worthwhile life of the
working people. In order to create fine works, professional writers and
artists, too, should delve into the reality, into the life. The real life is
much richer than when it is written in books.

Our art must be militant and Party-oriented, vigorous and realistic.
The performances of the rural amateur artist groups are not only
political but also unaffected, truthful and optimistic. The art you have
created is a truly revolutionary and mass art which gives people joy
and hope, strength and inspiration.

The programmes for this festival included many new songs based
on folk music and quite a few which have been adapted from old
melodies to meet the aesthetic tastes of our time. All these songs are
good. Solos, dialogues and small ensembles of folk music were all
good both in their content and the skill of the singers.

The national instrument concert Sinau is an old music but very
good. It sounded like a triumphant war song and inspired us with
courage. Though unknown who composed it and when, it is a good war
song which well expresses patriotic feelings. Probably our ancestors in
the remote past displayed their resourcefulness and courage in battles
to destroy aggressors, singing this war song. If it had been sung during
the Fatherland Liberation War, it would have stirred up the morale of
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the People’s Army and the people still higher and struck the US
imperialist aggressors with terror. In the future we must recover many
fine old songs and popularize them.

The national instrument ensemble Bamboo Flute Melodies Ripple
over the Cooperative Field was good for its excellent playing. How
sweet and melodious the sounds of bamboo flutes were! The bamboo
flute has been one of our national favourites since the olden times. But
our people had no freedom of playing on the instrument in the days of
Japanese imperialism. The Japanese imperialists even banned it
because its sound attracted people into a large crowd which, they said,
would facilitate the spread of “seditious thoughts”. The bamboo flute
should be widely popularized in the future.

The small pieces of dances, too, were good both in content and
choreography, and their forms were diverse. Solos, group dances,
songs and dances, peasant dances and other small pieces of dances
gave vivid descriptions of the beautiful aspects of rural women’s life
and their noble feelings, by making effective use of national rhythms.
The solo An Apple Picking Girl was especially good. This dance
deserves the first.

Many of the dramas were good. The plays Young People beyond the
Hill and A Happening in Our Cooperative skilfully depicted simple
lives in the countryside, and the use of dialects added to their native
flavour. Their performance, too, left nothing to be desired.

The festival of rural amateur artist groups clearly showed that art
activity was developing among the masses of farmers as part of their
daily routine and that many hard-core elements of mass art were
growing up in the countryside.

Not only lots of farm youths but also old men took part in this
festival and, moreover, a whole family came on the stage. You said that
the number of rural amateur artists had increased to hundreds of
thousands in the course of making preparations for the festival. That is
excellent. Such a large force of trained rural amateur artists constitutes
a solid asset for more rapid development of mass art in the countryside.
Art can quickly flourish when it strikes roots among the masses and
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relies on their talents. The rapid progress in art in our country can be
explained by the fact that it is based on the broad masses.

The reported one million strength of amateur artists including those
in the countryside implies that there is a large reserve of our literary
and art forces. The more amateur artists, the better. There would be no
harm if all our people should join them. Amateur artist groups are
active in all our agricultural cooperatives at the moment. This means
that 4,000 art cells do exist in our countryside alone. The amateur
artists enrolled in these cells make up a large reserve for the
reinforcement of the ranks of writers and artists.

It would be a good idea to choose the talented and promising
comrades from among the contestants in this festival and send them to
the conservatoire and other art schools for professional training. These
comrades, hardened and prepared in labour, will develop into excellent
artists if they are sent to universities.

Our country has now become a land of art where young and old sing
and dance and where chairmen of ri Party committees and
management boards as well as cooperative members drum and dance.
Italy was known to the world as a land of art in the past; but now Korea
is so called.

Our country is the land of Chollima where both the economy and
literature and art are quickly developing. Now we are worthy to erect a
Chollima statue. If we continue to develop all branches of politics,
economy and culture quickly and simultaneously, we will be the first
to enter the communist society.

Why is mass art developing so rapidly in our countryside now?
First of all, it is because our socialist system is sound. Today, our
cooperative farmers enjoy a happy life to the full under the best
socialist system. This happy and cheerful life is the source of such
good songs and dances. Everyone sings and dances under our socialist
system, and you cannot see such things like these anywhere else. This
was inconceivable in the old days.

We have waged an arduous struggle for a long time to win today’s
happiness, and many revolutionary forerunners have given their lives
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in heroic battles. But we have not striven in vain. You, comrades, must
not forget how this system has been set up to make you happy. You
must devotedly struggle to defend it solidly and develop it further. You
must work hard to push forward irrigation, electrification,
mechanization and chemicalization in the rural areas and to make our
socialist countryside richer and more civilized. If the farmers are better
off and free from backbreaking work, they will produce many more
good songs and dances.

Mass art is making a rapid progress in our countryside also because
the levels of general knowledge and culture of the agricultural working
people have risen. In the postwar years many intelligent youth who
finished junior and higher middle school courses have gone to work in
the countryside, and the level of general knowledge of rural working
people has risen considerably as a whole. These intelligent and
cultured rural youths and other working people took a zealous part in
the amateur artist activity, displaying collective wisdom. So it is only
natural that they have been able to create many fine works. As I was
told, most of the literary and art works presented this time are
collective creations. This is wonderful, indeed.

The talents and efforts of a few professional writers and artists
alone are not enough to develop literature and art quickly. Many good
artistic compositions can be produced which praise the worthwhile and
happy life of the people only when the working masses participate
widely in art activity and display their talents.

Another factor that contributed to the success in the art festival was
the fact that the professional artists of national and provincial levels
had gone down and helped the amateur artists in the rural communities.
At present, many artists including People’s Artistes and Merited
Artistes are working among amateur artists and helping them actively.
During this festival the jury members, too, jointly discussed the works
of amateur artists and kindly helped them to correct shortcomings,
rather than simply judge and grade their works. This is an excellent
trait. It must be further developed.

All the successes that have been achieved in developing mass art in
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the countryside are the brilliant result of our Party’s wise leadership
and its correct policy on popularizing art activity and making it part of
life.

We must further develop mass art in the countryside.

We must enlist more rural people in the amateur artist groups and
put art more solidly on a mass basis.

We must develop that kind of mass art which the masses like and
participate in. The rural art activity must involve not only amateur
artist groups but also all cooperative farmers. This activity must be
undertaken by cooperatives, workteams and sub-workteams. And we
should see to it that all the farmers lead a cheerful and cultured life,
every home playing on janggu and kayagum. Only then, would it be
possible to raise the level of farmers’ ideological consciousness
quickly, accelerate the cultural revolution in the countryside and
encourage the farmers to work better in high spirits.

Mass art should be ideologically sound, simple, and optimistic.
Rural amateur artist groups should make a point of educating the
masses by means of good artistic pieces depicting simple facts. This is
the mission of mass art.

You, the participants in this festival, must play the role of the core
in developing mass art in the countryside. To this end, you have to
study Party policy better and delve into the reality. It is only when you
thoroughly establish the ideological system of the Party by studying its
policy well and grasp the reality correctly, that you can create fine
works of high ideological and artistic qualities and lead properly the
activity of the rural amateur artist groups.

The professional artist bodies at the national and provincial levels,
too, must always have deep interest in the development of mass art in
the countryside. Professional artists should go down to factories and
rural areas and give performances, while at the same time acquainting
themselves with the reality and also guiding amateur artist groups.

In the future, the national festival of rural amateur artist groups
should be held between January and February every year. It would be
advisable that next year’s festival be organized on a larger scale and
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that each province send some 500 group members. The Pyongyang
Municipal People’s Committee should build hotels and make other
preparations well for a big art festival.

We are planning to hold the Fourth Congress of our Party next
September. So you should make good preparations to give
performances of the factory and rural amateur artist groups to our
delegates to the congress and foreign party delegations.

It will be better if we arrange sightseeing for the participants in the
National Festival of Rural Amateur Artist Groups so that they can see
museums and other places in Pyongyang.

I am firmly convinced that on your return you will strive to do this
year’s farming better and further develop mass art in the countryside
by devoting all your talents and energies.
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ON PLANTING ORCHARDS THROUGH
AN ALL-PEOPLE MOVEMENT

Concluding Speech at the Pukchong Enlarged
Meeting of the Presidium of the Central
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea
April 7, 1961

Since we are now holding an enlarged meeting of the Presidium of
the Party Central Committee in Pukchong, we may call it a Pukchong
meeting. The Pukchong meeting will acquire great historic
significance in the development of fruit growing in our country.

Soon after liberation our Party launched the slogan: “Make good
use of the mountains in the mountainous areas and make good use of
the sea in the coastal areas.” Our forefathers also put much stress on
turning the mountains to good account in our country which is
mountainous. So it can be said that our Party’s slogan on making good
use of the mountains is one that keeps alive this fine tradition of our
people.

Up to now we have accomplished a great deal in making use of the
mountains. We have already planted some 80,000 hectares of orchards
on hilly lands. This has been accomplished in only a few years since
1957. Five or six years will suffice to harvest fruit from the 80,000
hectares of newly-planted orchards. Then, we shall be able to harvest
nearly one million tons of fruit there, granting that we average 12 tons
of fruit per hectare. This is a huge amount equal to about 100
kilogrammes per capita. In that case, our people will have fruit enough
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and to spare. If we consume only 500,000 tons and sell the remaining
500,000 tons to other countries, we shall be able to earn quite a lot in
foreign currency. This will be a large sum enough to pay for one
million tons of wheat or 1.2 million tons of maize. If the grain thus
obtained in exchange for fruit is used as livestock feed, it will likewise
make possible the successful development of animal husbandry, which
is an extremely difficult problem that has confronted our country.

But 80,000 hectares of orchards are not so much when compared
with other countries. Romania, for instance, not only has much more
agricultural land than we do, but some 400,000 hectares planted in fruit
trees. Since our country has fewer rice paddies and dry fields than other
countries, the least we should do is to have orchards in abundance. We
must have at least 300,000 to 400,000 hectares planted in fruit trees.

In our country with its limited flat lands and extensive mountainous
regions, we have no other choice but to make use of the mountains if
we are to have as many orchards as other countries have. You should
not take the utilization of mountains to mean simply picking wild fruit
or gathering edible mountain herbs. That is also necessary, but still
more important is to reclaim hills for orchards and create forests for
raw materials so as to obtain large quantities of fruits and industrial
raw materials.

If we make the best use of the mountains in this way, they will
become no less useful than the plains. Therefore, rather than complain
about the lack of plains we should think of a way of turning the
mountains to better account.

Indeed, our country has so many hills suitable for orchards. If we
reclaim the hills all over our country and plant lots of orchards on
them, we can reap great benefits from them, and this will enable our
people to live a life of abundance. Some people, however, are afraid,
beforehand, that there may be too many apple orchards. If many
orchards are planted, they say, it will be hard to care for them and a
great deal of manpower will be needed. They ask what we are going to
do with them. Right now the problem is a lack of apple orchards. We
should not worry about having too many. Once we have many, ways
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will naturally arise to tend them. There is no need to begin to get
worried and fall into a passive approach.

In order to successfully expand the area planted to fruit, we will
have to correct the defects found so far in this sphere.

First of all, you should rectify the error of laying exaggerated stress
on apple growing alone. Apple trees are hard to care for, and it takes
them as long as seven or eight years to bear fruit. Had we planted such
early fruit-bearing vines and trees as grapes, peaches and apricots,
along with apple trees, from the beginning and cared for them properly,
we would have already harvested quite a lot of fruits of different kinds.
Therefore, slow- and fast-maturing fruit trees should be planted in
proper combination according to local climatic and soil conditions.

It will also be a good idea to plant peach trees among the already
existing apple trees. Then you would be able to gather in peaches
before apple harvesting season. If the apple trees grow well but the
presence of the peach trees prevents them from bearing fruit, you
should cut them down.

In cases where peaches are not adapted to the conditions, fodder
crops should be cultivated.

In the highlands like Ryanggang Province it is a good idea to raise
pears, blueberries, wild strawberries and so forth which grow well
there.

The proper combination of species and varieties in fruit cultivation
is advantageous in many respects. It will enable us to have fresh fruit in
all seasons and to solve our manpower shortage as well.

Land which can be used for other crops should not be used for fruit
cultivation. Orchards should be created by making use of hills unfit for
other crops. Quite a few counties, however, planted orchards on fertile
fields and, worse still, some localities on the west coast planted
orchards in the flat lands suitable for rice paddies. This is quite wrong.
If we are to plant orchards on the plains with ease, there would be no
need for us to have taken the trouble of coming here to Pukchong to
hold this meeting.

The merit of the people in Pukchong lies precisely in the fact that
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they have put good orchards on the hillsides unsuited to other crops.
By using such slopes, they have laid out splendid terraced orchards.

Some people seem to think that the Pukchong folks were forced to
make use of the mountains in such a way because they have an
exceptionally small land area. This is a great mistake. Pukchong is not
the only place that lacks land. There is no region of our country that has
an excess of land. We have no more than 1.8 million hectares of arable
land in all in the northern half of Korea. This is quite inadequate for a
population of 12 million. Therefore, it is very important to plant
orchards by making the best use of the hillsides, thereby making up for
the shortage of arable land. We consider that the experience of
Pukchong County in planting fine orchards on hillsides is a valuable
one, an experience that should be drawn on by all the other counties of
our country.

It is important to expand fruit cultivation, but it is also very
important to take proper care of the existing orchards.

You should note how meticulously the people of Pukchong look
after their apple orchards, manuring and tending them in a proper way.
At the present time, in other localities, the fruit trees, once planted, are
not manured at all nor weeded properly. They are simply left alone,
whether it is dry or wet, even if winter approaches. If that is the way
things continue, fruit trees will never flourish. We planted orchards for
the purpose of producing large amounts of fruit and improving the
people’s life with the income derived from it. But if we do not take care
properly of the orchards created by such hard work, and allow the trees
to become blighted and sterile, then there is no need for us to invest so
much labour to plant them in the first place. We must not repeat this
error.

These shortcomings must be thoroughly corrected. You must
expand the area planted to fruit on a big scale through an all-people
movement, while carefully tending the existing orchards. Large-scale
expansion of orchards represents a tremendous nature-remaking
project and a great revolutionary undertaking for improving the
people’s living condition. This is not simply work for the welfare of
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our present generation; it is an honourable task for the welfare of the
future generations. This great undertaking cannot be carried out
without mobilizing the whole Party and all the people.

The successful fulfilment of this huge project for remaking nature
requires, first of all, educating the working people in communist
ideology and in socialist patriotism, that is, love of their native places
and their homeland. He who lacks communist ideology and patriotism
can never struggle for the prosperity of the country, or sweat and shed
his blood for the happy life of the coming generations.

Our forefathers did too little for their posterity. The orchards we
have taken over from our ancestors amounted to only a few thousand
hectares. If our forefathers had bequeathed us at least 100,000 hectares
of orchards, we would have no worry about fruit now. In the days of
the feudal reign of the Ri dynasty and at the time of Japanese
imperialist rule, the people were ragged and hungry under the tyranny
of the bureaucratic rulers and the exploiters and were even deprived of
the right to develop and make use of the mountains and rivers of their
homeland for the sake of their posterity.

Only under our system, where the people hold power, could
patriotism flower among the working people, who are now able to
undertake great projects, which our ancestors could hardly have
imagined, for the transformation of nature for their own good and for
the good of the coming generations. In our society there are no
exploiters nor exploited, and since every man works for himself and at
the same time for the whole society, conditions exist that permit people
to love work and display their great creative powers. Socialist
patriotism and a communist attitude towards work, however, do not by
any means come by themselves simply because power is in the hands
of the people and the exploiting system has disappeared. These lofty
ideas can penetrate the broad sections of the masses and become a
constant principle in their life only through patient and strenuous
education by the Party and the advanced elements of the working class.
This truth has been fully borne out by our own experience.

When all the working people are educated in socialist
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patriotism—loving their country and their people—they will devote
themselves to the struggle for the creation of collective wealth which
will enable both our and future generations to live in happiness and
they will endeavour to cultivate at least one more patch of land and
plant one more tree.

As a result of a vigorous education in communist morality,
beautiful traits like those of loving work and cherishing the country’s
wealth as one’s own have come into being among the broad masses,
and even such admirable deeds as unhesitatingly donating one’s own
flesh to save another’s life frequently take place. It cannot be said,
however, that all people without exception love the country and
treasure its property. There are people who do not even tend the trees
that have been planted, neglecting them completely. By just expending
a little effort to build embankments they can prevent land from being
hollowed out by water or rice paddies and dry fields from being
washed away. But they don’t do that. This is a manifestation of the
backward idea of disdaining work. Even our officials who should be
examples to the broad masses still lack socialist patriotism and the
communist idea of loving work, they lack the enthusiasm to make the
mountains and rivers of our homeland even more beautiful.

To undertake the great project for transforming nature, the outdated
disdain of work must be eliminated. Without rooting out survivals of
old ideologies we cannot arm ourselves with communist ideology and,
consequently, will not be able to build socialism and communism,
either.

Socialism and communism can be built only through the voluntary
labour of millions of the masses who are willing to fight for the future.
It is a serious mistake to think that we can build socialism and reach a
communist society without working devotedly.

If we are to be successful in carrying out such great
nature-remaking projects as that of expanding the area of fruit
growing, it is necessary to bring home to the masses the importance of
these tasks which I have just mentioned.

Now, I should like to speak about some practical questions
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concerning the planting of orchards.

First of all, it is important to find a proper solution to the problem of
manpower needed largely for planting orchards. This problem can be
solved quite easily if we take advantage of the manpower potential
found in all spheres of the national economy, including the
non-working family members of factory and office workers.

As you have already discussed at this meeting, if we use machines
for this work, 100 or perhaps only 80 man-days of work, rather than
200 man-days, will suffice to reclaim one hectare of land in the east
and west coast areas. Let us suppose that 100 man-days of labour are
required to reclaim one hectare. Then ten factory or office workers
would be able to do that amount of work by devoting only ten Sundays
a year to it. In short, this would mean that the factory and office
workers of the whole country alone could bring nearly 150,000
hectares of land under fruit cultivation. Besides this, we could reclaim
tens of thousands of hectares with the labour of university students and
higher and secondary technical school students. The figure will
increase even further if we call on all housewives to help. This all
represents a great reserve of labour we have. The question hinges on
whether or not we educate people thoroughly in socialist patriotism
and induce them to tackle this job with elevated patriotic enthusiasm.

Our efforts to increase grain production by one million tons could
possibly be harmed by the simultaneous large-scale expansion of the
fruit growing area, if we are not careful. The mobilization of farmers
can be dispensed with if voluntary work is employed properly. It is
desirable not to enlist farmers in the orchard-planting project so that
they can devote their efforts to grain production. I think that if we can
just make the best use of the voluntary manpower, we will be fully able
to plant 50,000 hectares of orchards and 10,000 hectares of mulberry
trees in a year while, at the same time, helping the farmers in their
labour campaign to produce one million more tons of grain.

If we continue to work hard in this way for five years or so, we will
have planted 250,000 hectares of new orchards and 50,000 hectares of
new mulberry trees. This undertaking would not require any great
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quantity of materials and funds. The only thing needed for it is for all
the people to turn out with spades or picks on their shoulders and work
in the spirit of communists for only ten Sundays a year. Five or six
years after the orchards have been planted, we will harvest their
luscious fruits.

In laying out orchards, a proper selection of land for reclamation is
very important. Dense forests and wooded areas with good prospects
should not be chosen for reclamation. Forests are our precious wealth.
When trees grow healthily, they can be used as construction materials
and different raw materials for industry. There is no need to destroy
such precious forests in order to plant orchards. We must select and
reclaim barren hills, young-pine groves or caterpillar-ravaged areas. It
would also be a good idea to make use of fallow fire-fields. If we
reclaim just these lands alone, we will be able to get a large area.

You must not totally denude mountains to reclaim them as was
done in Sudong County, South Hamgyong Province, and Tokchon
County, South Phyongan Province. This is very dangerous because it
may cause landslides. No one would ever follow this procedure if he
were planting his own orchard. In this procedure one cannot detect any
attitude of a master towards the domestic economy of the nation. Of
course, orchards should be planted, but there must be no practices that
inflict a loss on our country’s wealth. When planting orchards, we
should not fail to terrace the land to prevent landslides. It would be
advisable to inspect the already existing orchards again and take
thorough measures to prevent soil from being washed away by water.

Next, we should not forget to give priority to the production of
saplings required for planting orchards. Of course, it would be good to
raise saplings on the fertile land but we should avoid utilizing our basic
arable land for this purpose as much as possible. We have to take good
care of our farmland and further expand its area for grain production.
Therefore, we should not utilize it for tree nurseries in an
indiscriminate way. Needless to say, grain is more important to us. It is
preferable to plant the saplings closer together in the existing nurseries
or on relatively fertile plots already under fruit cultivation. Liberal
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manuring will make saplings grow quite well. The problem of saplings
should be solved in this way.

In planting orchards we should not neglect the need to build roads.
To care for vast areas of orchards, we must cart up a lot of manure and
carry down a lot of fruit. Therefore, roads must be built for small
tractor or oxcart traffic. If manure and fruit are carried on an
individual’s back, things will not progress. And we builders of
socialism cannot continue working in such a backward manner.

If success is to be guaranteed in planting orchards it would be a
good idea for you to arrange demonstration classes before setting out
on the work.

The method of demonstration classes is a method of work that was
employed originally by the anti-Japanese guerrillas. Now it is widely
followed in the People’s Army, We have applied it to the Party,
administrative and economic work, and all other spheres, and it has
proved to be very effective.

Organization of demonstration classes does not require any
specialized expert. You only need to use experienced fruit-growers of
Pukchong County and some 100 to 200 government employees.

To conduct demonstration classes you should first make model
plots. Prepare three to four model plots in each province under the
guidance of experienced fruit-growers from Pukchong County and
government employees. That would do. If we prepare about four
model plots in all for South Phyongan Province, say, one in the
Nampho or Ryonggang district and others in Songchon, Anju and
Kangdong districts, we can conduct demonstration classes adequately.
It would be a good idea to set up model plots next to the existing ones
as far as possible so that the former can be compared with the latter.
The preparation of the saplings needed for model plots should begin
immediately.

The practical demonstrations on these model plots will impart to all
the participants the valuable experience of the people of Pukchong in
fruit growing. If classes are given by a textbook method alone, it will
be difficult for the instructors to teach and for the learners to
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understand. By hearing the explanations while seeing the actual
objects with their own eyes, many people will be able to understand the
lessons more easily and, moreover, can quickly discover and correct
the defects in their own work. For instance, if the west coast people
who are accustomed to planting orchards on plains or on flat fields
observe the practical examples, it will be easier for them to realize the
need to change their way of doing things.

It is advisable to have all personnel above the workteam leader’s
level of the agricultural cooperatives attend the demonstration classes.
We should see to it that besides agricultural cooperatives, every
institution also selects several persons and lets them take the short
training courses.

It seems to me that the demonstration classes can be conducted in
one month and a half. It does not even matter if it takes two to three
months if the former period proves to be too short.

A schedule for the demonstration classes should be sent to every
county so that all those who are supposed to receive the lessons may
attend them and study adequately.

The training courses should be held after the model plots are set up
and all preparations for the demonstration classes are thoroughly
made. The training courses should give practical examples of where
and how to plant orchards, how to prevent soil erosion from water.

If, instead of doing this, you summon the officials of lower units,
distribute assignment schedules to them and order them to fulfil them,
you cannot expect the great nature-remaking project to be carried out
satisfactorily. You must follow the example set this time by the
Presidium of the Party Central Committee in popularizing the
experience of Pukchong County.

To publicize the experience of Pukchong County in fruit growing,
we should not only organize the demonstration classes but also prepare
posters, wall pictures, pamphlets, etc., and send them to agricultural
cooperatives, institutions and enterprises. Furthermore, we should give
extensive coverage to the Pukchong County experience in fruit
growing on the radio and publicize its traditional method of fruit
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growing through scientific and documentary films, too.

After fully assimilating the experience of Pukchong County in fruit
growing, you may get down to the work of planting orchards.
However, a definite procedure must be observed. First of all, each
county Party committee chairman should make an estimate of the
available manpower in his county, investigate and register the places
suitable for orchards and report them to the provincial Party
committee. Upon receiving the county report, the provincial Party
committee should send out technicians to survey the places and draw
up plans. On the basis of the specifications thus worked out, the
provincial Party committee should approve each county’s plan for
orchard planting. If we do not follow such a procedure, orchards might
possibly be planted in a haphazard way in many local areas, thereby
causing great harm to the country.

We should set about planting orchards after performing adequate
organizational and political work in this way.

During the Seven-Year Plan period we must plant some 200,000
hectares of new orchards, thus bringing the total fruit area to 300,000
hectares. Of course, we can increase the figure later on according to the
actual conditions of the work. It would be better to fix the figure at
200,000 hectares for the present. We should undertake the project of
planting vast stretches of orchards through an all-people movement.

Above all, students, office employees, workers and soldiers should
be enlisted in planting orchards for neighbouring agricultural
cooperatives. Now our country has over 4,000 agricultural
cooperatives. So you need only to plant 50 hectares for every
agricultural cooperative in order to plant 200,000 hectares of new
orchards.

Besides this, institutions and enterprises may plant their own
orchards.

We now have a considerable number of local industry factories. If
each of them plants 10 hectares of orchards, tens of thousands of
hectares will be cultivated.

Our country also has hundreds of state-run factories. As these
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factories have a large number of workers, it would not be difficult for
each of them to plant scores of hectares of orchards. This will also
represent a significant addition if the state-run factories are taken
together.

In our country there are many state- and provincially-run farms.
These farms waste a lot of manpower. At this juncture, it would be
reasonable to give them more work, instead of reducing their excess
manpower.

Yesterday I went to the Pukchong Fruit Farm and found that a
labour force of over 100 men was also being wasted there. I think this
farm can be given an additional task of planting 30-40 hectares of
orchards.

Schools had also better have their orchards. While pupils and
students are enlisted in planting orchards for agricultural cooperatives
in the neighbourhood, they should also be mobilized to plant their own
school orchards. Then, they will have a greater interest in it. The
county Party and people’s committees, too, should all have some
orchards of their own.

In this way, the great nature-remaking project of planting 200,000
hectares of orchards should be undertaken literally by an all-people
movement enlisting the workers, office employees, students and
soldiers from all spheres including cooperatives, institutions,
enterprises, schools and state-run farms across the country. If we pool
our strength and work hard for a few years, we will come to see that our
efforts have not been wasted. Everyone must turn out courageously for
this worthwhile, honourable work.

I am firmly convinced that you will launch a courageous and active
struggle and fulfil this sacred revolutionary task with credit.
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ON THE DUTY OF EDUCATIONAL
WORKERS IN THE RAISING
OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

Speech Delivered at a National Conference
of Active Educational Workers
April 25, 1961

You are successfully carrying out the honourable work of educating
and training 2,500,000 children and young people, our country’s future
masters, to be trustworthy communists.

On behalf of the Party Central Committee, I would like to begin by
expressing my gratitude to you teachers who are devoting yourselves
to the education and training of our country’s children and youth and
by wishing this conference great success.

I would like to avail myself of this opportunity to speak briefly
about a few questions related to the education and raising of children
and young people.

As many comrades stressed in their speeches, the Party has given
the educational workers the important job of educating and training our
younger generation to be reliable builders of socialism and
communism, to be fully developed, excellent communists. This is a
very difficult and weighty task.

Upholding the Party’s policy, you have fought devotedly and are
obtaining significant results now in the carrying out of this difficult
task.

I am pleased with the fact that the education of the children and
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young people is going well in our country, and I highly appreciate what
you have accomplished. Of course, our work has many shortcomings.
To carry out this difficult job successfully, we should display more
energy and enthusiasm and use all our intelligence to a greater extent.

We are now living in a new society. You yourselves are all new
men who have grown up, educated in the era of the Workers’ Party.
You are Red educators engaged in the education and training of a new
type of man in a new society. We must bring up men and women of the
new society by applying new educational policy and methods totally
different from those used in the old society. Our Party’s policy on
communist education is a correct one that we must follow today in
creating the new man.

The work of remoulding people along communist lines is of great
importance in the building of a communist society where everyone can
live well.

Socialist society is the first phase of communist society. To build
this socialist society, the creation of material and technical foundations
must go hand in hand with the transformation of man’s consciousness.
Even though the socialist transformation of the relations of production
is completed and new technology introduced, we cannot claim that the
building of socialism has been completed as long as the people, the
masters who control society and technology, are not remoulded.

Remoulding people is much more complicated and difficult than
transforming the social system or developing technology.

The material conditions of society determine man’s consciousness,
and the latter changes more slowly than the former. Old ideas and
habits are very persistent. Even after the material conditions of social
life are changed, old ideas and habits linger on for a long time, and are
passed on from one person to another.

Characteristic of the change in ideological consciousness is that,
unlike the change in the material conditions of social life, it is less
tangible. In building a factory, you clearly see the foundation being
laid one day, the first storey going up the next, then the second storey
the day after. In the case of building a machine, there is also a clear
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distinction between what has been done and what has not been done.
Today a certain part is made, another tomorrow, and then finally all
parts are assembled. But man’s consciousness is not visible, nor can we
measure the degree of its transformation. After all, the kind of ideas a
man possesses can only be judged by his behaviour. The degree of
development of consciousness varies with individuals, and the content
of each man’s thoughts is extremely complex.

Therefore, the work of transforming man’s consciousness requires
long and patient effort, and it must be carried out scientifically on the
basis of careful study. Educational work is a very important and, at the
same time, a very difficult job.

In any society, school education holds a vital place in training
people. Particularly, the farther socialist construction advances and the
nearer we draw to a communist society, the greater becomes the
schools’ duty to fulfil the cultural-educational function of the state.

Home education, social education and school education cannot be
separated from each other; they must always go hand in hand and must
be properly integrated. The education of people starts at home, its
foundation is laid at school, and then it is perfected in the course of
social education.

Schools undertake the education of man in his childhood and youth,
the most susceptible period of life, when mental and physical growth is
rapid. Children and young people are most eager to discover things that
are new; they are filled with strong aspirations to do the important, the
excellent, the extraordinary. They are ready to follow examples which
deeply impress them.

Needless to say, in this period home and social education are also
necessary, but teachers have the greater responsibility. It is no
exaggeration to say that our children and young people’s raising as
valuable people depends on how the teachers educate them. Teachers
have the heavy responsibility of replacing the parents in bringing up
their children and young people into the competent men and women
required by the Party and the state. From time immemorial, therefore,
people have regarded teaching as a sacred job and have had great
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respect for the educators of the new generation.

In our society teachers are also respected, and the Party, the state
and all people expect a great deal from them. You yourselves ought to
have a greater sense of honour and responsibility in view of the high
expectations that the Party and the state have for you. As the principal
of the Yaksu Middle School said in his speech just now, the job of
teaching these days is an honourable revolutionary task.

To educate and train their pupils and students to be communists, the
educators, first of all, should themselves become good communists and
revolutionaries.

There is an old saying: Example is better than precept. This means
that your deeds should be a model for others. To educate children and
young people, teachers must set examples by their own actions. The
teachers themselves, therefore, must become excellent communists
equipped with communist ideology and the high moral traits of a
revolutionary. If a teacher has ideological or moral defects, no one will
respect him or believe his words, however fine they may be.

Our educators of the coming generation must completely throw off
the many pernicious ideas left over from the old society. They must
stand on the educational front as Red revolutionary fighters armed with
communist ideology.

Communists are not extraordinary people. Anyone who fights
selflessly to emancipate people from all sorts of exploitation and
oppression and to provide them with a wealthier life can become a
communist. Moreover, in our society where the people are masters of
the country and society, it is not so difficult for a man to become a
communist. Anyone who resolutely combats the old ideology and
makes sincere efforts to arm himself with our Party’s ideology can
become a communist. There is not the slightest doubt that especially
you, our educators, who have been constantly trained by our Party and
have continuously worked hard to carry through its lines ever since
liberation, can become good communists. I firmly believe that all of
you, without exception, will become excellent communist educators
armed with our Party’s Red ideology.
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Now, a few words about the communist education of the children
and young people.

Many people think communist education is something of a mystery.
In the past they considered it an almost impossible task to accomplish.
But, actually having faced the issue and carried on this work in earnest,
we realized clearly that there is nothing mysterious about it. We have
already accomplished a great deal and accumulated rich experience in
this field.

Our experience shows that the cultivation of a spirit of love for
people, friends, the organization and the collective in the children and
young people is of prime importance in their communist education.

In capitalist society, individuals compete with each other and
struggle to beat each other in order to enjoy an abundant life
exclusively for themselves. In communist society all people are
equally well-off. We are not “building communism so that only a few
people can live in luxury; we are building it so that all the people can
work and be prosperous. In communist society, people have common
interests and aims, and form a close, comradely relationship of mutual
assistance. In this society, all the people are one big family,
harmonious and united, helping each other and sharing joys and
sorrows under the slogan of “One for all and all for one”.

In this society selfishness, which means seeking only personal
enjoyment and glorification, cannot be tolerated. A person who has
this kind of selfish mentality can neither build a communist society,
nor live in it. To become a communist, one must get rid of selfishness
and learn to love other people.

Our children and young people must love their parents and brothers
and sisters in the home, love their teachers and friends at school, and,
after going out into society, love all the working people. We must
educate our future generation to acquire this habit from childhood.
Only a person who loves others will enjoy the love of others and get
along harmoniously in collective life.

Sometimes we come across people who prefer a solitary life. There
are those who would like to live in isolated houses by themselves,
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enjoy themselves alone and avoid the company of others. This type of
person is very cold and indifferent to others’ happiness and
misfortunes. Such people cannot become revolutionaries.

To become a communist, you must place the interests of the people
and the collective above your own. You must not be concerned only
about yourself but learn to care for your comrades and the people. In
fact, in carrying on revolutionary work together with our comrades
over a long period of time, we become more attached to them than to
our families. No one is dearer to us than the revolutionary comrades
whom we have rescued or who rescued us from adversities, with whom
we have shared life and death, the bitter and the sweet. That is why the
collective of revolutionary comrades is more united and harmonious
than any family. Revolutionaries fight for their comrades and their
revolutionary collective even at the risk of their own lives.

Such collectivism is, in the final analysis, based on the love of man.
Only those who love their comrades and the people can love their
collective. It is necessary, therefore, in communist education to cultivate
our children and young people in the spirit of love for their friends and
the people so that they may develop the spirit of collectivism.

Individual heroism characterized by self-importance, and
arbitrariness marked by hugging only one’s own opinions while
belittling those of others, are both expressions of capitalist selfishness
and harmful to the unity and amity of the collective. To root out these
evil ideas completely, it is necessary to cultivate the habit of loving the
collective from the earliest years possible.

The home and school are also collectives. At home children and
young people ought to love their parents and brothers and sisters, at
school their fellow students and teachers, and in the community their
neighbours. Thus, they must learn to love their country and people and
devote themselves completely to the struggle for the Party, the state
and the people. Only those who are educated in this spirit can
overcome every difficulty with ease, contribute to the rapid
development of society and live in harmony and happiness in
communist society.
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What is important in education for collectivism is to convince the
children of the great strength of the group. From the days of
kindergarten and the Children’s Union life, we must clearly
demonstrate to children that when the collective pools its efforts, it can
fully accomplish tasks which go beyond the power of any individual.
Thus, everybody must be trained to have faith in the strength of the
collective, to rely on it in their everyday life and to fight for it.

Another important thing in communist education is to teach the
younger generation the spirit of valuing and caring for common
property.

In our society all valuable property is the people’s common
property. All the means of production and transport such as factories,
mines, forests, fields, railways and ships, belong to the people, and all
the cultural and public health establishments, including schools,
hospitals and theatres, also belong to the people. All this property
belongs not to any individual but to all the people; it serves our present
generation and will also serve future generations. This common
property is a priceless asset indispensable for the enjoyment of a good
life by all members of the collective. It follows, then, that if you are to
love the collective, you must learn to protect its common property.

We must also take good care of our roads, buildings and streets, and
all the property of the state and society. The houses we live in today
may be occupied by others tomorrow. The chairs we use today may be
turned over to others tomorrow. We are obliged to take good care of
our houses, our chairs and our desks. We must love all of our schools
and factories.

In the final analysis, patriotism is an expression of collectivism.
The patriotic spirit is manifested, above all, in love of the people and
careful attention to the people’s property. To become a patriot you
must love your family and friends, love your neighbours and the
inhabitants of your native village and love your people; you must love
your school, factory and village and take good care of all the property
of the state.

To neglect common property while only looking after your own
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possessions is an expression of bourgeois ideology.

We have built many houses, schools and theatres. But there are
examples of buildings becoming unserviceable within a short space of
time because people do not value them and take good care of them.
This is highly regrettable.

Even when we plant a tree, we must be well aware that it is for our
own well-being and that of our descendants, and therefore, we have the
obligation to care for it well. They say that at the Yaksu Middle School
the pupils have been taught not to make even one mark with their
knives on the chairs from the first day at school until graduation. This
is a very good thing. I was told that once when a visitor to the Yaksu
Middle School began sharpening a pencil to write something, a pupil
watching him immediately extended his open palms to catch the
shavings. The pupils are so anxious to keep their school, which they
clean with the utmost care, neat and spotless. They told me that the
man who was sharpening his pencil was deeply moved. All of our
youngsters should behave like that pupil.

Patriotism is not an empty concept. Education in patriotism cannot
be conducted simply by erecting the slogan, “Let us arm ourselves with
the spirit of socialist patriotism!” Educating people in the spirit of
patriotism must begin with fostering the idea of caring for every tree
planted on the roadside, for the chairs and the desks in the school. You
have to begin with what is within the grasp of the younger generation,
things that relate to their lives, and then gradually move on to
educating them to defend consciously the interests of the country and
the people. There is no doubt that a person who has formed the habit of
cherishing common property from childhood on will grow up to be a
valuable patriot.

Another important thing in communist education is to educate the
children and young people to love work.

In capitalist society, working people are mistreated and work is
regarded as humiliating. Accordingly, they unconsciously think that an
idle life is the ideal life. In our country, too, many people used to think
that the luckiest man was he who did not work. When admiring a
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handsome baby boy, people would remark that he was destined for an
easy life without work. And when it was a pretty girl, they would say
she was good enough to be the first daughter-in-law of a rich family.
Our forefathers, who suffered from backbreaking toil, envied those
who ate bread without working and wished that good luck would come
their way so that they, too, might live this way.

Even now, some think that in communist society all people can live
by just loafing. This is an erroneous view. Communist society is not
one in which people eat the bread of idleness.

Communist society is one where everyone works and lives happily.
As a matter of course, work in such a society will become much easier
as technology develops. Then, all arduous and difficult labour will be
mechanized and automated; distinctions between heavy and light work
and between mental and physical labour will disappear. Work will
become joyful and pleasant, and not painful; it will be a necessity of
life. Even then, however, work will still be required. All wealth is the
product of labour. Without work society cannot be maintained or
advanced.

The point is, who is the work done for? In capitalist society the
working people work for the capitalists, not for themselves. The fruits
of labour do not become the possession of the people but are
appropriated by the exploiters. In such a society the workers have no
reason to be zealous and work is only a painful thing. In socialist
society, however, the fruits of labour are at the disposal of the workers
and the masses of the people. Therefore, in our society work is a sacred
and creative thing; it is an honourable task serving the prosperity of all
the people and of the country. Under our system those who are
exemplary workers command the people’s respect and love because
they are doing so much more than others for the good of the country
and the people. We can say that our country’s Heroes of Labour are
fine patriots who faithfully serve the country and its people.

There are many loafers in capitalist society. But in our country all
exploitation of man has been eliminated and no loafing is allowed.
Idlers, in a word, are parasites of society who live on the work of
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others. As there are many such parasites in capitalist countries, the
working people cannot be well-off. But in our society everyone works.
Therefore, we can produce more wealth than capitalist society does
and everyone can live prosperously.

Those who used to be wealthy in the past complain that their life is
worse today than it was under capitalism. Of course, at that time, the
landlords and capitalists were better off than now because they
appropriated for themselves the fruits of many people’s labour. The
exploited masses, however, lived miserably. The only ones who
complain that they are worse off now than before are the former
landlords and capitalists who have not yet been reformed.

Some people think study has nothing to do with work. But this is
wrong. In the final analysis, we study to acquire the knowledge and
techniques essential for work. Impractical knowledge is of no use.

Formerly, some people could not even write a letter properly,
although in old-fashioned private schools they read through the
Analects of Confucius and Discourses of Mencius like priests chanting
sutras. There were educated persons among the anti-Japanese
guerrillas before, but some of them did not know how to apply their
knowledge. So we called them “locked chests of knowledge”.

Mental labour is as useful to people as physical labour. Those doing
mental labour can invent good machines. But if it is to be fruitful,
mental labour must necessarily be combined with physical labour. To
invent a machine a person has to become acquainted with machines by
actually handling them and he must listen to the views of the workers.
Mere fancy at a desk will get you nowhere.

We learn in order to work, and we can improve our learning
through work. Therefore, our studies should necessarily be combined
with work.

We must get the pupils and students to realize that work is sacred
and very precious. We must educate them to hate the landlords and
capitalists who do not work and live in luxury by exploiting others. In
addition, we must cultivate in our students the habit to be industrious
from the earliest years, impart knowledge in correlation with work and
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help them to consolidate their acquired knowledge in the course of
work.

Another important matter in communist education is to bring pupils
and students to understand the superiority of the socialist system.

The socialist system which has been established in our country is
the greatest revolutionary gain won by our people. They can be happy
and our country can be prosperous and develop rapidly because we
have set up a socialist system which is free from exploitation and
oppression and under which the people are the masters of power. We
must tell the pupils and students how many of our patriots and
revolutionaries underwent harsh struggles to establish this social
system, and we must bring them to understand clearly how far superior
our social system is to the old one.

It is important to tell the younger generation about life under the old
system and contrast it with our people’s happy life today. Let us take
education, for example. The difference between pre-liberation days
and the present is very great. Before liberation the sons and daughters
of workers and peasants could not go to school or even imagine
receiving a university education. But now everyone in our country
goes to a free school and anyone who wants to can go to university. We
must give many such examples to our children and young people so as
to explain the superiority of the socialist system and teach them that
they must love this system and struggle to defend it.

Today the younger generation has a vague notion of landlords and
capitalists and does not clearly understand what our people’s life was
like before liberation.

The revolution is not over yet in our country, and the exploiting
system of landlords and capitalists still remains in the southern half of
our country. We must fight them, and also build socialism in south
Korea in the future.

Consequently, by comparing our country’s past and present, by
differentiating the contemporary northern half of Korea from south
Korea, we must bring the pupils and students to a clear understanding
of distinctions between the landlord and capitalist system and the
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socialist system, and we must educate them to fight to defend our
socialist system and carry the Korean revolution through to its
conclusion.

Furthermore, it is important to imbue the younger generation with
the spirit of cherishing the future.

To love the future is an important feature of a revolutionary.
Revolutionaries fight, not for the sake of an easy life for themselves,
but for the sake of a brilliant future, a new happy life for the
generations to come, surmounting all hardships and trials and devoting
all that is precious to them.

But the philistines are only interested in themselves and shun the
struggle in an effort to preserve their own safety and pleasure, playing
up to and yielding to the old forces.

In south Korea the US imperialists are now preaching to the people
that the way to guarantee the securest and happiest life is to throw
away their ideals, adapt themselves to conditions as they are, and seek
momentary pleasure. In this way they try to paralyse the revolutionary
consciousness of the working people and corrupt the youth. Men
without ideals, men who do not love the future, cannot become
revolutionaries.

Revolutionaries always struggle energetically against what is old
for the victory of the new because they love the future and the new.
Men and women who love the new, that is, the future, cannot be
conservative and passive. They cannot be content with only the
present; they want to go ahead continually to a still better future.

Many communists died without seeing the world as it is today.
However, they fought stubbornly, firmly confident in the victory of
communism. Though they did not survive to see our joyful existence
today, they lived a noble and worthwhile life, and their heroic exploits
in the struggle will be immortalized.

Capitalism has outlived its day and is now crumbling to ruin. The
future belongs to communism.

To struggle for the future today means to fight for the victory of
communism. The people who love the new, who love what lies ahead,
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are sure to become communists. A communist is the kind of person
who cherishes the ideal of building a communist society and resolutely
fights to translate this ideal into reality.

In regard to the question of educating our children and young
people to love the future, I would particularly like to stress the
cultivation of revolutionary optimism.

The revolution is a hard and complex task. To carry out a
revolution, that is, to eliminate the old and create the new, you have to
overcome many difficulties and pass through many ordeals. If you lose
courage, become pessimistic and despondent whenever faced with
difficulties, you cannot become revolutionaries. The anti-Japanese
guerrillas fought through immeasurable trials and hardships, but their
lives were always cheerful and full of revolutionary optimism. The
revolutionaries were not in the least disappointed, nor did they lose
courage even when they were surrounded by the enemy or when they
were thrown behind bars or mounted the scaffold. It was because they
were firmly convinced of the justice of their cause, of the victory of the
cause of communism and of the bright future. This is the attitude of a
revolutionary who loves the future.

During the anti-Japanese armed struggle we met with many
difficulties, but we never wasted tears in the face of these difficulties.
We cried only when we were deeply moved. There may be times when
the revolutionary struggle suffers a setback, but that will be only
temporary. Communism will certainly emerge victorious in the end.
Therefore, you should not be daunted by momentary failure. You must
recover from it and win victory anew by displaying even greater
revolutionary optimism.

We did not lose confidence in victory for a moment during our
temporary retreat in the Fatherland Liberation War. Many foreign
comrades who visited our country admired the Korean people for not
showing the slightest signs of discouragement, and for being very
cheerful and vigorous in spite of their country’s crisis. We retreated
temporarily at that time, but we knew very well why we were doing
it-not because we lacked strength or fighting spirit, but because we
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were short of guns. We were firmly convinced that if we had more
weapons, we could crush the enemy again because our people’s
fighting spirit was great and our People’s Army courageous. We can
get weapons from anywhere. But such a fighting spirit, such
confidence in victory, cannot be obtained anywhere else. Without such
faith, difficulties cannot be overcome and victory is impossible.

After the armistice we also had many bottlenecks. The Yankees
thought that it would take us about a hundred years to get on our feet
again. Had we been defeatists, we probably would have thrown
ourselves on the heaps of ashes and wailed. But our Party and our
people, full of revolutionary optimism, struggled heroically, completed
the job of rehabilitation in a matter of two to three years and then the
immense tasks of the Five-Year Plan in two and a half years, thus
radically changing the face of our country. Together with you, we all
witnessed and directly participated in our people’s great forward
movement, and experienced their victory.

We must resolutely combat defeatism and pessimism, depression
and stagnation. We must make sure that everyone works gaily and
joyfully with redoubled courage at all times.

In educating our pupils and students, I think it is essential to pay
profound attention to the matters I have just mentioned.

The object of our school education is to train builders of
communism, armed with communist ideology and with the knowledge
and technical skill necessary for building a new society. Knowledge
detached from communist ideology is useless to us, because we are
marching forward towards communism. We must further strengthen
the communist education of all our students and guide them to live and
study always in a communist way.

In educating children and young people it is important to overcome
the negative by the positive. Our long experience has firmly convinced
us that this is a very effective method of educating people. Overcoming
the negative by positive examples is the embodiment of our Party’s
mass line in educating the masses.

The masses aspire to the positive, and they are capable of
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overcoming the negative and creating the positive. Therefore,
important in the education of the masses is to discover their strong
points, widely popularize them and encourage them in every way to
help the masses willingly rectify their deficiencies.

At school it is advisable to make exemplary facts widely known to
the pupils and students and educate all of them through these
examples. Criticizing the negative and punishing those who have
committed errors is also a method of education. Nevertheless, it is
more effective to use the method of positive influence in educating the
broad masses. It is in the nature of things that good deeds are done
voluntarily. Even when a person has done something laudable, he does
not necessarily become a good person if he did it under compulsion or
pressure.

Imitating others, we once wrote satirical comments in our country
to expose the negative phenomena. But this did not suit our real
conditions. Our people, who have led a highly developed cultural life
from ancient times, have a great spirit of inquiry into the truth and a
very strong love of justice. We can say that to give value to truth and
morality over wealth and power is a beautiful traditional trait of our
people which has been handed down through the ages. For a nation
with such a strong moral sense, influence through positive examples is
much more effective.

The guardhouse system has been abolished in the army, and the
policy of influencing by warm comradely affection and examples has
been adopted in its place. The result is that discipline has been
strengthened and the unity between soldiers and commanders has been
consolidated still further.

Transforming people in the Chollima workteams is also based on
the method of influencing by positive examples. By using the method
of positive influence, the Chollima riders are now successfully
transforming into good men, into trail blazers, those people who had
been considered totally unmanageable. We can say that the method of
influencing the negative by the positive has already proved itself in
practice as a very effective method of education.
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Pupils and students, especially, like to follow their teachers’
examples. They are innocent and very sensitive. All of them want to
take the right path and avoid the wrong one. Good examples make a
very deep impression on them. The instructive tales teachers told us in
our childhood still remain vivid in our minds. It is no exaggeration to
say that whether or not the pupils and students quickly become
communists depends upon whether their teachers set them good,
positive examples. We must actively promote the positive
characteristics that are developing among the children and young
people and set as many positive examples for them as we can.

I would also like to stress another method of educating the children
and youth: we must not neglect minor things but start with them and
proceed to major ones.

Educating people in a communist way is a difficult and important
question. In educating people, however, you must start from the little
things. We cannot develop them into communists by only stressing
abstract principles, neglecting the concrete realities of practical life.
Education of the children and young people especially must start with
details related to their daily life. They may seem small, but they will
gather and get large.

Therefore, teachers must delve into all details of the students’ lives,
correct and never overlook even minor shortcomings, and promote and
never neglect even the minor positive examples.

In educating people as communists, it is necessary to nurture the
core and rely on it. This core must be encouraged among both teachers
and students. When the ranks of the core are steadily expanded and
strengthened, everyone can be educated in a communist way.

We have now laid down the new task of educating and transforming
the masses of the people into communists through the nuclear role of
our Party members. We are striving to accomplish this.

In the education of the children and young people, the teachers,
before anyone else, must play the nuclear role. If collectives of Red
teachers are formed and go among the pupils and students and make
strenuous efforts to build up the ranks of the core, great successes will
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be achieved in the communist education of the children and young
people.

Finally, I would like to emphasize the need to strengthen physical
education at school.

Physically weak people cannot fully participate in the revolution.
That is why I have continued to emphasize the question of physical
culture since the days of the anti-Japanese armed struggle.

In the army examinations are given in three subjects: tactics,
shooting, and physical training. Tactics are wisdom in fighting the
enemy; shooting is skill in destroying the enemy. In other words, they
are concerned with the knowledge and techniques indispensable for
fighting. But a person who is physically weak cannot fight and defeat
the enemy, no matter how clever or how highly skilled he may be.
However well a cripple has mastered the art of shooting, he cannot
approach and fight the enemy.

The same can be said of the building of socialism. Knowledge,
skill, and a sound body must always go hand in hand. In order to put
the science and technology taught at school to practical use, we must
have a strong body. It is obvious that a weak and sickly person cannot
do anything for the good of the country, no matter how excellent he
may be at his studies. But there are some teachers who, ignoring this
simple truth, make light of physical education in their work. We must
correct this tendency.

There is a good reason why from ancient times on they have said
that knowledge, morality, and a strong physique should go together.
While educating the pupils and students in communist ideology and
imparting to them the necessary knowledge and techniques, we must
be deeply concerned about building their bodies. We must always
guide them to keep themselves neat and clean and be active in training
their bodies. Thus, we must educate all the pupils and students to be a
new type of man, developed in an all-round way—good at studies, work
and sports.

Our Party pays great attention to the education and training of the
children and young people, and has established a correct policy to deal
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with it. Firmly united around the Party Central Committee, you must
strive with greater enthusiasm to carry out the Party’s educational
policy.

I hope that with this conference as a turning point, you will
exchange and generalize the rich, useful experiences you have
accumulated in the effort to implement the Party’s educational policy,
thus bringing your work onto a higher stage of development. I wish
you new, splendid successes in educating and training our coming
generation to be builders of socialism and communism.
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FOR FURTHER DEVELOPMENT
OF THE CHEMICAL INDUSTRY

Speech Delivered at the Hamhung Mass Rally
to Celebrate May Festival and the Completion
of the Vinalon Factory
May 7, 1961

Dear builders of the vinalon factory and all the workers, technicians
and office workers in the Hamhung area, Hamhung citizens,

Today we are celebrating May festival along with the happy event
of completing the construction of the vinalon factory in Hamhung, the
centre of the chemical industry in our country.

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea
and the Government of the Republic, I warmly congratulate the
builders of the vinalon factory and all the working people in the
Hamhung area who are celebrating May festival, demonstrating the
achievements of their creative labour.

This year the Korean people have embarked on the struggle to
occupy the new height of the Seven-Year Plan, taking high pride in
their successful implementation of the Five-Year Plan.

Our country is now developing very quickly along the road of
socialism. As a result of the concerted effort of the Party and the
people, solid foundations of an independent national economy have
been laid down and the far-reaching magnificent national plan is being
realized step by step in our country.

We are capable of producing complex and modern machinery and
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equipment and building large factories by our own efforts and abilities
on the basis of powerful heavy industry and are unfolding in a
revolutionary way huge projects to improve the people’s material and
cultural standards quickly.

A historic task of agricultural mechanization is being successfully
carried out and a colossal nature-remaking project has been undertaken
to extend orchards and mulberry fields over a large area and change the
whole country into a land where all kinds of fruits and crops literally
thrive.

Great strides are being made in technology with the successful
progress of the technical revolution in all sectors of the national
economy. The ideal of the Korean communists to emancipate the
working people from all sorts of exploitation, relieve them from
backbreaking work and build a society of freedom and happiness for
them on this land is now being realized by our Party.

By their devoted efforts the scientists and technicians are
successfully resolving technical problems essential for economic
development.

A great turn is taking place continually in the spheres of education,
public health, literature and art, too.

In all spheres of life great changes are being effected to wipe out the
backwardness inherited through history and develop the land into a
civilized, wealthy and strong country. All parts of the land are seething
with creation and innovations.

All the people are advancing in the sky-high spirit, closely united
behind the Central Committee of the Party. Our people’s political and
moral unity is stronger than ever before, and their spiritual qualities
have undergone a tremendous change. Our country is becoming a
harmonious and happy family where the working people take loving
care of one another and work and learn and live cheerfully in the spirit
of “One for all and all for one”.

Everything is now going smoothly and excellently on the strength
of the assets created by our Party’s hard-fought struggle and the
creative enthusiasm of the working people.
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Dear comrades and citizens,

The Hamhung area and South Hamgyong Province contribute large
shares towards the development of our national economy.

Guided by the Party’s correct policy and through the patriotic
struggle of the working people on the labour front, the Hamhung area,
once devastated by the war, has completely reconstructed and
expanded large factories such as the Hungnam Fertilizer Factory and
Pongung Chemical Factory, and also the Hungnam Smeltery, Factory
No. 17 of Hungnam and Hungnam Pharmaceutical Factory in a short
postwar period.

Moreover, the new Hungnam Ammonium Nitrate Plant and
Pongung Dye Factory have sprung up, and a vinyl chloride factory
with an annual capacity of 6,000 tons has been built only in six months.

The Ryongsong Machine Factory which manufactured machine
parts in the past, has now developed into a large plant capable of
producing large-sized modern equipment, and the Jangjingang,
Hochongang and Pujongang Power Stations have been rebuilt and
expanded to be a big power base in the eastern part of our country.

The Komdok Mine which claims a big share in the production of
nonferrous mineral ores in our country has been rehabilitated and
expanded, and the Ryongyang Mine and the Tanchon Magnesia
Factory have also been expanded.

Besides, many new building-materials factories have sprung up,
including the Hungsang Ceramic Factory, Hamhung Fixtures Factory,
Hamhung Furniture Factory and Hamhung Concrete Factory.

Since the June 1958 Plenary Meeting of the Central Committee of
the Party, in South Hamgyong Province over 150 local industrial
enterprises including a general maize-processing factory, an
integrated machine-building plant and the Hamhung Farm Machine
Factory have been newly set up, and the output value in this sector is
at least 16 times greater than that in the prewar year. Last year the
total industrial output value in this province was approximately 4
times over the prewar year.

A great success has also been achieved in city construction.
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Hamhung has become a magnificent and beautiful modern city, and
Hamhung City, county seats and industrial districts have taken on
completely new looks.

In the rural economy, too, forest and water conservation has
improved, agricultural production has grown immensely, and the fish
industry has also made much progress.

Education, culture and public health, too, have developed rapidly.
The workers of the Hungnam Fertilizer Factory Hospital and the
Hospital of Hamhung University of Medicine have shown the noble
traits of the Party’s medical workers in treatment and prevention.

Like in other provinces, the working people in the Hamhung area
and South Hamgyong Province have contributed greatly to socialist
construction by displaying the spirit of infinite loyalty to the Party and
the revolution.

Celebrating this eventful May festival with you, I would like to
offer my warm thanks and do honour to all the Hamhungites, and all
workers, farmers, working intellectuals and other citizens in South
Hamgyong Province.

I express my gratitude to the technicians and peoples of the
fraternal countries, who helped us in the construction of Hamhung City
and in the reconstruction of a series of factories and enterprises in this
area in the past.

Comrades,

The working people in the Hamhung area have built in a short time
the vinalon factory which is the best by world standards, under the
support of the whole country, and thus they have given great joy to all
the people and encouraged them to infinite work enthusiasm.

The scientists, technicians and all other workers who were
mobilized in the construction of the vinalon factory have displayed
unparalleled mass heroism in enthusiastic response to the Party’s call:
“Everything for the construction of the vinalon factory!”

The vinalon factory which covers a total building area of 500,000
square metres, is composed of over 30 buildings, counting large ones
alone such as the spinning shop which has 40,000 square metres of
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floor space and is 30 metres high. This factory is equipped with more
than 15,000 machines and installations the weight of which amounts to
nearly 10,000 tons, as well as the piping with a total length of 500
kilometres.

The construction of this factory involved 500,000 cubic metres of
earth excavation and 80,000 cubic metres of concrete mixing and
filling. Our working people have miraculously finished this gigantic
project by their own techniques and efforts in a little over one year.

This is a demonstration of the unfathomable creative power of our
working class, scientists and technicians of the Chollima era who are
one in mind and will with the Party. It is also a demonstration of the
invincible unity of the Party and the people.

Dr. Ri Sung Gi and other scientists and technicians have solved the
problem of producing vinalon with our own raw materials and
completed the complex designing of factory equipment and all other
technical tasks, working hard day and night.

The workers including the employees of Construction Enterprise
No. 17 have devotedly struggled with a high degree of political
enthusiasm and invented devices for mechanized operation by drawing
on the talents of the masses and thus increased labour productivity
several times and even scores of times. They have successfully
performed the task of building the factory and assembling its
equipment by overcoming the severe cold with their stubborn will
power, many of them taking the lead in breaking through the
difficulties.

The soldiers of the People’s Army working at the vinalon factory
undertook and have carried out the construction of the largest buildings
with success. They have displayed all their patriotic enthusiasm, by
working day and night even in the gushing water and mud, and have
erected the building after digging up the frozen ground and laying the
foundation. The soldiers who were courageous in battles with the
enemy have shown once more at the construction site the ennobling
traits of the People’s Army serving the people in good faith.

All the builders of the vinalon factory have devotedly worked with
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the noble spirit of loyalty to the country and the people just as the
revolutionary forerunners did.

All the workers of the machine factories and enterprises who
undertook the task of producing the equipment for this factory,
manufactured complex machines, equipment and installations in time
by displaying creative enthusiasm.

Moreover, many citizens including the youth and students in
Hamhung voluntarily came to the construction site of the vinalon
factory and worked hard, and medical workers, commercial workers,
artists and even housewives came and inspired the builders and helped
them in many ways. These days have witnessed the Hamhung district
vibrant with creative work.

At the construction site of the vinalon factory noble patriotism has
been displayed by our Chollima riders who, true to the will of the
Party, have devoted themselves to the prosperity of all generations to
come and to the cause of developing the country to be wealthier and
stronger. Here the effectiveness of the creative labour of our working
people endeavouring for their own happiness and the welfare of their
fellow countrymen has been proved.

At this theatre of struggle for advance our optimistic working class
has overcome mysticism and conservatism, created new things and
turned an impossibility into a reality by surmounting all difficulties.

While building the vinalon factory our working people have clearly
showed their high moral traits. The stories about the laudable deeds of
the new type of men educated by our Party have spread all over the
country and moved the hearts of many people. Patriotic enthusiasm
and the revolutionary spirit with which our working class carries out,
through thick and thin, whatever tasks given by the Party, and their
beautiful traits of helping and leading each other forward are the
factors that have welded them into a great strength and built the
“vinalon city” on this ground which was overgrown with reeds only
some time ago.

On this auspicious occasion I would like to send once more, on
behalf of the Central Committee of the Party and the Government of
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the Republic, my warm congratulations and thanks to the scientists,
technicians, workers and soldiers who have displayed patriotic
devotion in building the vinalon factory, and to the employees of the
factories and enterprises who have produced the equipment for this
factory and to all the citizens of Hamhung.

The vinalon factory we have built is of great significance in the
development of our chemical industry.

Twenty thousand tons of vinalon which are to be produced in this
factory every year from now on will be enough to weave 150 million
metres of high-quality cloth.

As aresult of the construction of the vinalon factory the base of our
chemical industry has become stronger. Our chemical industry has
developed from the stage of mainly producing fertilizers and
agricultural chemicals to a higher stage of manufacturing synthetic
resin, synthetic fibre and various other kinds of chemical goods. We
are in a position to develop rapidly various branches of the chemical
industry and speed up the introduction of chemicals in the national
economy by drawing on the chemical factories built in the Hamhung
area.

In addition, our workers and technicians have acquired rich
experience and a great deal of knowledge through the construction of
vinalon and other chemical factories. Building the vinalon factory
amounted to going through a large university in the effort to build the
chemical industry. The experience and knowledge gained by our
workers and technicians will serve as a great asset.

The vinalon factory we have built is a great achievement of our
science and technology and clearly shows their rapid development in
our country. Our science and technology are now capable of coping
with all the problems in developing the chemical industry on an
extensive scale. This is a proud victory the Korean people have
achieved in building socialism.

The vinalon factory is a precious fruit of our Party’s policy for
developing our country into a modern industrial state. The Party paid
deep attention to ensuring the research work of the scientists during the
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war and has built heavy industry by sparing even a penny and striven to
develop the chemical industry, in the postwar years, looking forward to
the future. The fact that this modern chemical factory has been built in
a short span of time also demonstrates the great capability of the heavy
industry built by our Party.

Dear comrades and citizens,

The working people in our country have achieved a great victory in
fulfilling the tasks of the first year of the Seven-Year Plan. We must
advance continuously while consolidating the success we have
achieved in the first battle to carry out the Seven-Year Plan.

Our Party has set the targets of making decisive advance in socialist
industrialization and radically improving the people’s standard of
living during the Seven-Year Plan period.

What is important in achieving these targets is to continue to
develop heavy industry with the machine-building industry as its core
and, on this basis, extensively develop the chemical industry, one of
the key branches of heavy industry. Chemicalization of the national
economy is an important way of not only mass-producing various
cheap, high-quality goods with effective use of rich domestic raw
material resources and raising the people’s standard of living rapidly,
but also making technical progress in all fields of the national
economy.

To accelerate all-round chemicalization of the national economy by
rapidly developing the chemical industry is an important task of the
Seven-Year Plan period put forward by the Party. During the
Seven-Year Plan, we must further consolidate the base of the chemical
industry in the Hamhung area and build a new, large centre of the
chemical industry each in the Aoji area of North Hamgyong Province
and in the Pakchon area of North Phyongan Province.

The Party is striving to develop the chemical fibre industry on an
extensive scale to produce a great quantity of vinalon, nitron, nylon,
staple fibre and rayon yarn for the plentiful supply of high-quality
fabrics to the people. We should continue to put our efforts to
construction for an annual production of at least 50,000 tons of
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synthetic fibre and 40,000 to 50,000 tons of staple fibre and rayon yarn
in the near future.

For this purpose the builders and the working people in the
Hamhung area should go on accelerating the second-stage project of
the vinalon factory so as to attain an annual capacity of 20,000 tons in a
short period.

The working people in Chongjin City, North Hamgyong Province,
and Sinuiju City, North Phyongan Province, are also confronted with
an important task of building chemical fibre factories. We must push
forward the construction of the Chongjin Chemical Fibre Mill so that it
will have an annual capacity of 20,000 tons within this year and
produce 25,000 tons of staple fibre and rayon yarn next year. We must
also speed up the construction of the Sinuiju Chemical Fibre Mill and
finish the project for 10,000-ton capacity within this year and another
project for 20,000-ton capacity next year.

When the chemical fibre factories in Chongjin and Sinuiju are
completely built, they will produce 45,000 tons of chemical fibre
enough to turn out nearly 250 million metres of fabrics for the people
every year.

We must build the Chongjin and Sinuiju Chemical Fibre Mills in a
movement involving all the people, just as we have done for the
construction of the vinalon factory. I am convinced that the working
people in the Chongjin and Sinuiju districts and the citizens of these
towns will successfully carry out this honourable task by turning out as
one and emulating the patriotic enthusiasm displayed by their
counterparts in the Hamhung district in the construction of the vinalon
factory.

The Party envisages providing cheap daily necessities to satisfy
cultured tastes by developing the industry to produce vinyl chloride
and other synthetic resin during the Seven-Year Plan. As a first step to
this end, the annual output of vinyl chloride in the Hamhung area must
be increased at least to 10,000 tons.

During the Seven-Year Plan the Party intends to raise the output of
various kinds of chemical fertilizers and agricultural chemicals for the
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countryside to ensure still higher crop yields, and it also plans for the
production of plenty of herbicides so as to make weeding easier for the
farmers.

The Hamhung district must turn out over one million tons of
chemical fertilizer every year. We must develop the method of
producing ammonia with the use of coal gas, which consumes less
electricity in the production of chemical fertilizer.

Therefore, we should build a factory which synthesizes ammonia
by coal gasification in the Hamhung district, which will have
50,000-ton capacity within the next few years, and speed up the
production of synthetic urea. At the same time, we should quickly
build a herbicide factory.

Moreover, the basic organic synthetic industry must be developed
to mass-produce synthetic rubber, dyes, paints, etc., and rapidly raise
the output of various chemical goods including caustic soda and
sodium carbonate in the Hamhung district during the Seven-Year Plan.

During the Seven-Year Plan we are also planning to set up an oil
refinery capable of processing two million tons of crude oil every year
in the Aoji area, North Hamgyong Province, and build a large chemical
industry centre where various chemical goods will be turned out by dry
distillation of coal.

The outlook for the development of the chemical industry in our
country is magnificent, indeed. The Korean people will live in a
country with a highly developed chemical industry, in the near future,
sharing the rich fruit of their own labour.

This broad prospect gives a great hope to our working people and
boundlessly inspires them to a creative struggle on the labour front.

In carrying out these gigantic tasks for the development of the
chemical industry, the scientists, technicians and specialists in this
field are entrusted with a heavy duty. They should further develop their
research work in order to raise the chemical industry onto a higher
stage and create its new branches, and should successfully solve the
various scientific and technological problems. The Party and the
people expect a great deal from our scientists and technicians.
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We should further strengthen fuel and power bases in step with the
development of the chemical industry, and increase by far the
production of minerals to satisfy the demands for raw materials.

In particular, the machine-building industry must produce
machines, equipment and installations to satisfy the demands of the
chemical industries under construction. During the Seven-Year Plan
the machine industry has a huge task to fulfil for the development of
the national economy as a whole. The workers in this industry should
further reinforce its technical equipment and raise its level to a higher
plane.

The working people in the Hamhung district and South Hamgyong
Province, along with the people throughout the country, should strive
to carry out the Seven-Year Plan successfully in all sectors. The output
of electricity, minerals and coal should be increased continuously, and
fabrics, processed foodstuffs and various other consumer goods should
be produced more, their qualities improved radically and their variety
increased.

Developing the fishing industry in South Hamgyong Province with
a long coastline is an important task. They must continue to reinforce
the technical equipment of this industry, conduct bold and active
fishing operations in the distant and deep sea, combine medium- and
small-scale fishing properly and rapidly develop shallow-sea culture.

In agriculture they should do farm work in hand meticulously to
increase the output of grain by one million tons. They should also
undertake reclamation and expansion of land and increase the rate of
land utility in an all-people movement and follow the example of
Pukchong County in all respects in extending the area of orchards.

Besides, the Hamhung district and all towns in the province should
be built to fit their sizes and to provide the working people with good
living conditions, and rural housing construction should be conducted
actively.

During the Seven-Year Plan we must intensify the technical
innovation movement and catch up with technically developed
countries in all areas. We should wage the mass struggle to adopt
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advanced techniques and inventions zealously by bravely combatting
conservatism and mysticism and make continuous innovations by
boldly thinking and boldly practising.

We must continue to intensify the struggle to increase production
and practise economy to the maximum. We must take good care of
state and communal property, live frugally and accelerate socialist
construction by mobilizing all energies and talents.

Dear comrades and citizens,

The fulfilment of the Seven-Year Plan will open up a crucial phase
in favour of the peaceful reunification of the country, and the
foundations of the national economy we have laid will be the key to
rehabilitating the devastated economy in south Korea and improving
the standard of living of the impoverished people after the country is
reunified.

In building every single factory, power station or irrigation work,
our Party has not only aimed always at a happy life of the people in the
northern half but looked into the future of the south Korean people.
The south Korean people will have a share in the results we have
achieved in building socialism.

Current developments in south Korea show that the day of peaceful
national reunification is approaching. At the moment in south Korea
the people’s struggle against the US imperialist aggressors and the
Jang Myon clique and for the peaceful reunification of the country is
gradually mounting higher. This is natural.

The 16 years of US imperialist colonial rule have weighed down
heavily on the south Korean people beyond the limit of their patience.

Nothing has changed in the life of the south Korean people since the
Syngman Rhee clique was thrown out of power by their bloody
struggle. The economy and people’s livelihood are going from bad to
worse, and the repression of the people is intensifying every day.

The south Korean people have realized more clearly that the only
way for survival is to overthrow the US imperialists’ colonial rule and
to achieve the peaceful reunification of the country. Light and
darkness, prosperity and ruin—this striking contrast between the
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realities in the north and the south of Korea shows the way for the
south Korean people to follow.

The US imperialists are plotting to prop up their crumbling ruling
setup. However, they can neither deceive nor suppress the south
Korean people who are fed up with American “democracy” and
Syngman Rhee- and Jang Myon-style “independence” and
“rehabilitation”. The concerted struggle of the awakened people will
destroy any bulwark of the aggressors without fail.

Some rulers of south Korea dare to clamour that division is better
than an independent and peaceful reunification. This means that if it is
impossible for them to make the whole of Korea a colony of the US
imperialists, they will have to keep south Korea at least as a colony of
these imperialists. This is what only the national traitors who barter the
interests of the Korean people can utter.

The Korean people is one and Korea is also one. The tragedy of
territorial division and national split must end as soon as possible, and
the south Korean people must free themselves from the living hell as
quickly as possible. Korea must be reunified by the Korean people
themselves without foreign interference in any case.

At the moment the prospect of the struggle between the Korean
people who demand independent and peaceful reunification and the
reactionary forces who are opposed to it is distinct. The Korean people
in north and south will certainly achieve the reunification and
independence of the country, a handful of reactionary forces of south
Korea are bound to be judged by the people of whole Korea, and the
US imperialists be forced out of south Korea.

Time is flowing in our favour, and the international situation, too, is
changing in our favour. The socialist camp and the peace forces are
growing stronger. The Soviet Union has demonstrated the might of the
soviet state and the superiority of the socialist system by making man’s
first space flight around the world.

National-liberation struggles in the colonies in Asia, Africa and
Latin America are flaring up more fiercely. The invasion of Cuba by
the mercenaries on the payroll of US imperialism suffered an
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ignominious defeat by the heroic struggle of the Cuban people, and the
Laotian people are courageously fighting against the armed
intervention of the US imperialists. The victory of the Cuban people
means another victory of the peace-loving forces over the imperialist
forces of war.

Freedom and independence of the Laotian people should be ensured
and in order to regain peace in Laos the armed interference of the US
imperialists and their lackeys be stopped at once.

The Korean people will advance in firm unity with the peoples of
the countries of the socialist camp and further with the working and
peace-loving people throughout the world in the struggle for their
common cause.

The Korean people will unite more closely with the Asian, African
and Latin-American peoples and fight on stoutly against imperialist
aggression.

Dear comrades and citizens,

We are confidently advancing on the road to victory and prosperity.
The Fourth Congress of our Party to be held in September this year will
sum up the glorious achievements made by the Korean people under
the leadership of the Party and call the people to a new, bright future.

Let all of us strengthen unity between the Party and the people and
solidarity among the people and greet the Party congress with a high
political enthusiasm as glorious builders of socialism and make the
Party congress a present of brilliant successes in work.

A bright future is ensured for us. We are working for the sacred,
historic cause of building a powerful socialist state on this land by our
own labour. Let all of us continue to march forward vigorously in the
spirit of Chollima, closely united behind the Party Central Committee.
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ON GIVING DEFINITE PRIORITY
TO GEOLOGICAL PROSPECTING

Speech at a National Consultative Meeting
of Geological Prospecting Workers
May 15, 1961

A great deal of work has been done by the workers in the geological
prospecting sector. In particular, great successes have been made since
the discussion of the measures to improve prospecting in 1958. The
ranks of prospectors have grown, material and technical foundations
have become consolidated a great deal, and large deposits have been
secured. A great success has also been made in the production of
1:200,000 maps which are of great significance in the development of
prospecting. We have thus laid out solid foundations for the
development of more mineral resources during the Seven-Year Plan
and for an all-out geological survey in the coming years.

I am satisfied with these successes and would like to offer warm
thanks to all geological prospectors on behalf of the Party Central
Committee and the Government of the Republic.

Although our success in geological prospecting is great, we must
not rest content. We must direct more effort to this sector to mark a
new epoch in the development of prospecting.

If we are to meet the rapidly growing demands for raw materials
and fuel of the metallurgical, chemical, engineering and other
industries and all branches of the national economy, we must quickly
develop the mining industry. For this purpose we must, first of all, give
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priority to geological prospecting.

Geological prospecting is also important in earning foreign
currency. Only when the mining industry is developed by intensifying
geological prospecting, can we earn a large sum of foreign currency
and buy necessary equipment and raw materials, and further the
independence of our industry.

Only when we develop the mining industry rapidly for the
exploitation of coal, ore and other minerals by strengthening
geological prospecting, we will be able to build up the assets better to
rehabilitate quickly the devastated economy in south Korea when the
country is reunified.

In view of these urgent demands, our Party intends concentrating
on geological prospecting during the Seven-Year Plan, so as to expand
the existing coal and ore mines and develop new ones in a big way and
increase by far the output of coal and other minerals.

As all of you know, our country is blessed with very favourable
conditions to develop the mining industry. Mineral resources exist in
all parts of our country. Our country is rich not only in scenic beauty
but in mineral resources; it is a land of beauty, indeed. It is by no
means accidental that foreigners are envious of our rich mineral
resources.

But it would be useless if we simply boast of our mineral wealth or
sing the praises of the silk embroidered land which is full of gold and
silver. Mineral resources, however abundant, would be no better than a
cake in a picture unless they are exploited.

Some people might be afraid that we would use up the mineral
resources by digging them out at one gulp. They need not worry. You
cannot tell if we can exhaust all the known deposits in scores of years,
even in hundreds of years, let alone those which at present are left
unexplored. Moreover, scientific progress would put to use even those
minerals which are not in use at present and, therefore, we would find
new ways of developing the economy.

Our country is now in a period of great prosperity. In this ever
prosperous era of the Workers’ Party, we must develop more mineral
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resources to speed up industrial progress and make our country
wealthy and strong.

As I always say, we Koreans must build communism in Korea and
live in this land even when communism has been built. We must build
an earthly paradise in this land by further developing the national
economy with our own resources. We must actively exploit our
abundant mineral resources to build up our economic power, steadily
raise the people’s standard of living and hand down greater wealth to
our posterity.

An important thing in geological prospecting is to intensify both
immediate and prospective surveys.

Officials in charge of geological prospecting tend to neglect
prospective surveys at the moment, preoccupied with immediate
surveys. This should not be done. Without doing prospective surveys,
it would be impossible to develop the mining industry on a long-term
basis and, accordingly, the national economy in a planned manner. Just
as the State Planning Commission plans for the immediate period
ahead and for the long-term period separately, so the geological
prospecting sector must do both its immediate and long-term surveys
zealously.

Y ou must, first of all, intensify prospecting for nonferrous minerals.

A large amount of copper is required to develop the machine and
defence industries and supply electricity to the country. To meet the
growing demand, you must step up prospecting for copper ore.

The Kapsan district is an area with large deposits of copper ore. At
one time, however, the anti-Party factionalists argued that there was no
copper deposit in that area and even went so far as to tear off the piping
from the pit in an attempt to hamper the development of the copper
mine. Some time ago the prospecting workers in this area struck a new
vein of copper ore near the existing mine. From now on you must
intensify prospecting in this area and discover more copper deposits.
Along with this, you must prospect for copper ore widely in other
regions, too.

After this you must strive to find out the deposits of alloy elements
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which are badly needed for the development of the national economy
and the technical revolution.

The main direction of our economic development consists in an
extensive development of the chemical industry to chemicalize the
national economy, in the conquest of the sea and a wide exploitation of
mountains. If we are to do these things, we must produce different
kinds of alloy steel and mass-produce efficient machines and
equipment. So you must work hard to find out ores of alloy elements,
particularly those for acid-proof alloy.

Y ou must strive to find out nickel ore.

Nickel is valuable; it is indispensable for the development of the
chemical and machine industries. At present we are importing nickel
from foreign countries every year, but it is indeed hard to buy it.

I was told that a nickel vein was struck in the northern region some
time ago. You must go on with this prospecting zealously and confirm
the amount of its deposits as soon as possible.

In addition, we must build a dressing plant, while at the same time
intensifying prospecting for nickel ore in the vicinity of the nickel mine
whose development has got under way. In building the dressing plant
we must correctly estimate the prospect of the mine’s development and
give careful consideration to the people’s life lest the project should
have a bad effect on them. It would be a good idea to build the dressing
plant at the seaside not to affect their drinking water. If it is difficult,
we must channel the residue and drain down another valley. For the
present we can process the ore by arranging a small dressing facility
near the mine because there will not be too much ore to be treated. It
would also be feasible to treat lump ore elsewhere for a couple of
years. In the meantime, we must build a railway between Ranam and
Puyun. We must not make it a narrow-gauge so that later it can be
changed; we must have a standard-gauge railway from the outset.
Since it is a short line, the local people will be able to finish the project
quickly if they get down to it with strong will.

We have not developed many nickel deposits in our country. So we
must not export nickel ore, no matter how we are hard pressed for
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foreign currency, until we secure a large amount of deposits.

We should mine a good quantity of gold and sell it rather than
selling nickel. Gold is something that should be mined quickly and
sold before the capitalist world completely breaks down. We will be
unable to sell it when communism is victorious throughout the world.
In fact, gold is little used in our country, except at dentists’ and in
fountain-pen nib production where the demand is very small. So we
must dig and sell gold as much as possible.

Last year the Songhung Mine produced a great deal of gold, and
they should produce more in the future. The gold deposits secured at
this mine by now will not last long. That is why they must intensify
prospecting to secure more deposits of gold.

Efforts should be directed to prospecting for tin and vanadium ores,
too. Tin is so scarce that we are not meeting the demand of industry at
the moment. So you must strive to find out large deposits of tin ore and
to discover vanadium deposits.

You must also zealously prospect for iron ore and other ferrous
minerals.

You must make an intensive survey to promote the development of
the Tokhyon Mine. You said that the deposits of iron ore in this mine
amount to 100 million tons. This is an enormous amount. Send the iron
ore produced in this mine to the Hwanghae Iron Works, and they will
be able to produce a great deal of iron.

You must discover plenty of manganese and chrome ores. Some
people say that chrome ore does not seem to exist in our country. But
this is unreasonable. If you work patiently you will find it out in our
country.

You must intensify the prospecting of coal, along with metallic
minerals. Prospecting at the Jonchon Coal Mine in particular must be
conducted well. Only when plenty of coal deposits are secured in this
mine through intensive prospecting can we cut coal to keep the
factories and enterprises in Jagang Province running well and provide
the people with fuel.

Beside large-scale immediate and prospective surveys, you must
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intensify prospecting in virgin regions.

Geological prospecting workers have secured a large amount of
deposits, but they must actively launch into new areas and develop
plenty of mineral resources for further economic progress in our
country. Many parts of our land still remain untapped, among them
Junggang, Samsu and Chosan districts in particular. If you survey
these areas well, you will find iron and copper ores and many other
treasures. Formerly, capitalists attempted at prospecting in some parts
of these areas, but they could find nothing because they tapped about in
a petty manner. We will be able to find out a large amount of mineral
deposits, if we undertake it on a large scale by using the means at our
disposal.

We must intensify prospecting in virgin areas to find out many sites
to be reserved for the development of new mines. If you discover many
mineral deposits in Ryanggang Province, we must build an inland
railway between Samsu and Hyesan and Pukchong for the shipment of
minerals and convenient transport for the local people.

An important thing in geological prospecting is to keep prospecting
ahead of land development.

If the work of prospecting does not precede land development, it
may incur a great loss on the state. Suppose prospecting workers strike
a mineral vein in an area and intend to mine there when land
development workers who know nothing about it may build a town or a
big factory there. If they built a small structure, it could be readily
removed to another place. But it would be impossible with a town or a
big factory. So we cannot exploit the mineral deposits on which a town
or a big factory has been built. Nature-remaking projects such as
construction of hydropower stations, land development, and irrigation
and river projects must be undertaken after geological prospecting.

From now on we must get a full picture of the geological conditions
by scientific and technological means prior to land development by
giving definite priority to prospecting over capital construction.

The capital construction sector must organize its own survey teams
in order to strengthen geological investigation. It would be advisable to
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set up a general bureau for long-term land development or something
else to give coordinated guidance to this work.

Next, we must increase the ranks of prospectors and raise their level
in order to develop geological prospecting.

Because we are absolutely short of prospecting workers, we are
unable to tap out more mineral deposits which otherwise could be
discovered.

The geological prospecting sector is planning to increase the
number of its workers to 30,000 during the Seven-Year Plan. This
figure is too small. If you do it in such a conservative manner, you will
be unable to improve the work of prospecting as required by the Party.

I am of the opinion that the number should be increased to 50,000,
of which 30,000 should be men and 20,000 women, during the period
from 1965 to 1966.

Wives of prospecting workers should be enlisted in this sector to
reinforce their ranks. Housewives, too, will be fully able to do the
assaying of minerals, sketching, operation of drills and the like if they
study and learn techniques. If these family members of prospecting
workers participate in such work, the ranks of prospectors will
naturally increase, and husbands and wives will work pleasantly,
moving about with their kits on their backs.

We must give deep attention to raising the level of prospecting
workers in addition to increasing their ranks.

What is important in raising their level, is to enrol them widely in
the system of studying while on the job.

There are many comrades who have become engineers through the
examination for a geological prospector’s license. They are said to be
very useful. Those who studied on the job can apply their knowledge
efficiently whereas fresh school graduates cannot. No matter how one
is knowledgeable, it would be useless unless one knows how to put
one’s knowledge into practice. We need engineers and assistant
engineers who are masters of every single subject they have studied
and are capable of putting it into practice. We must see to it that
prospecting workers study to take an examination for the license or
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take a correspondence course while on the job so as to increase rapidly
the ranks of technicians in this field. Prospecting engineers and
assistant engineers should thus increase to 10,000 in number by the end
of the Seven-Year Plan.

I do not consider it necessary to send prospecting trainees abroad in
the future. Why should we send them to foreign countries when we
have geological faculties in our own universities? If you still think it
necessary, you had better send some postgraduates abroad.

It would be better to import many books of science and technology
for prospecting workers than send them to study abroad. If they are to
read foreign books, they need to know foreign languages. They must
learn Russian, English, Japanese, etc. In any case, the aim of learning
foreign languages is to acquire scientific and technical know-how.
Many foreign books of science and technology should be imported for
the prospecting sector and kept in some fixed places to facilitate
prospecting workers’ study.

What is also important in increasing the knowledge of prospecting
workers is to strictly observe the rule of studying two hours every day
in accordance with Party policy. No matter what the pressure of his
work, everyone must acquire the habit of studying two hours a day.

We must strengthen the material and technical basis of geological
prospecting.

Mere increase in manpower would not be enough to shore up the
work of geological prospecting unless this sector is provided with
necessary equipment. Since prospecting involves constant movement
over wide areas, a prompt supply of necessary equipment and materials
is very important.

We must supply the prospecting sector with lorries and minicars
and also make mobile repair vans for them. These vans can travel
around prospecting sites, making necessary spare parts and repairing
equipment on the spot.

In order to reinforce the technical equipment of the prospecting
sector we must build geological prospecting machine factories. We
cannot afford to build many of them at once, so we have to begin with
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constructing one each in the eastern, western and northern regions. We
must also build a specialized factory for the manufacture of
prospecting laboratory equipment to satisfy the demand. It is not quite
a difficult job to build geological prospecting machine factories and
turn out machines and equipment now that our industry is developed as
it had never been before. We may import geological prospecting
equipment whose demand is small or which we cannot make yet. But
we must make on our own all equipment whose demand is great.

If you are to ensure a smooth supply of prospecting equipment and
materials, you must properly organize a materials supply system. It
would be advisable to set up a materials supply bureau or something
like that in the General Bureau of Geology.

It is essential to improve the supply service for prospecting
workers. We must give special attention to the supply service for these
workers who do a tough job negotiating steep mountains, so that they
can work without any inconvenience.

First of all, we must provide them with mobile housing. Even
though they move about mountains most of their time, we cannot let
them live in tents all the time; they must live in their own homes.
Mobile houses must be light and collapsible so that they can be carried
by lorries. Such a house need not be large; a kitchen and a room will
do. Set up the collapsible structure on a heating floor improvised with
stones which can be found everywhere in mountains, and that will
make a home. Let them live in such houses for two or three years, and
then break them down and truck them away when they move off.

Prospecting workers must be provided with food rations which
consist of rice and wheat flour, because they mostly travel in
mountains. The wheat flour should be processed into dried noodle as
far as possible before it is supplied. They should also be supplied with
canteens, messtins, knapsacks, engineer’s spades, footwear and other
necessities. These things had better be supplied from the army sources.

Prospecting workers must be paid properly for their work.

Some comrades are suggesting that unsuccessful drilling does not
deserve payment no matter how deep it has been made. That is
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unreasonable. No one would make such a failure deliberately unless he
is a subversive element. What would become of it if you do not give
him wages when he is already remorseful enough for his fruitless
efforts? The officials who give work instructions, not the men who
implement their instructions, are to blame for the drilling work done
where there are no mineral veins. So drillers must be given wages on
the basis of due evaluation of the work they have done whether they
have struck a vein or not. If you are to prevent fruitless drilling for
geological prospecting, you must strengthen the consultation system
and make correct investigations of the areas to be drilled.

A bonus system should be applied properly to prospecting workers.
The geological prospecting sector has adopted the workteam premium
system, following the example of the mining industry. But it is no good
to follow the practice mechanically because things in mines are
different. In your sector those who strike a large amount of deposits
must be given the bonus. The bonus should be given in conformity
with the specific conditions of the prospecting sector. It would be
advisable to draft separate regulations for a bonus system suitable to
you.

The system of your administration should be reorganized in
keeping with the greatly widened scope of work and the swollen ranks
of prospecting workers. I have heard your suggestion for the
reorganization of the administrative system and found it acceptable.
Within the Heavy Industry Commission the General Bureau of
Geology should be set up and under it corps are to be formed, broken
down into squadrons and further into teams. In case several
prospecting corps are active in a province a management bureau or the
like may be set up. However, the organizational system must not be too
complex. Excessive sub-division might complicate work rather than
facilitate it. You must seriously discuss and draft a plan for the
reorganization of the administrative system for the prospecting sector
and submiit it to the Cabinet for approval.

Party guidance of the prospecting sector should be strengthened.

This guidance has so far been very perfunctory. Guidance given by
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provincial Party organizations was not effective nor was the guidance
given by county Party organizations successful. This of course is due
to the fact that provincial, municipal and county Party organizations
are not good at guidance and little concerned about this sector. But the
main reason is that the Party’s organizational structure in this sector is
irrational.

The whole system of Party organizations in the prospecting sector
should be reshaped to strengthen Party guidance for this sphere.

The General Bureau of Geology must have a political bureau which
is exclusively in charge of political affairs like those in the army and
the railway service.

The political bureau should imbue the workers with Party policy
and educate them politically and ideologically in an intensive manner
and also disseminate technical knowledge by setting up a technical
education department or something like that. The political bureau can
get non-Party people educated by the working people’s organizations
such as the trade unions and the Democratic Youth League. All that it
has to do is to set up the system by which to guide this work. And the
chief of the political bureau should concurrently hold the chairmanship
of the Party committee. Under the general bureau Party committee,
Party committees of different echelons should be organized down
through the administrative system; a corps Party committee in the
corps, a squadron Party committee in the squadron and a primary Party
organization in the team.

Party organizations in the prospecting sector should be
subordinated both to their own superior Party organizations and the
local Party organizations like those in railway service. Provincial Party
organizations must regularly guide and help the work of the
prospecting corps Party committees in their own provinces and the
provincial Party executive committees should handle in good time the
organizational questions raised by the corps Party organizations.

Party committees in the prospecting sector must strengthen their
collective leadership. The Party committees of the general bureau, the
corps and the squadron are the highest leadership bodies of their
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respective units, and as such they must decide on everything by
collective discussion.

To implement the mass line and ensure collective leadership are the
traditional work method of our Party. Precisely because it has ensured
collective leadership by its committees, our Party has been successful
in its work without making any deviations from its policy.

If you give full play to democracy among the workers and discuss
things collectively, you will be able to bring forth the wisdom of the
broad masses and handle all questions properly without making a
mistake. The People’s Army is doing its work better than before. This
is because commanders give their orders after discussing them with
many people.

Party organizations in the prospecting sector must submit to
democracy, listen to the opinions of the masses and decide on all
questions arising in prospecting by collective discussion. They must
strengthen consultation with technicians in particular.

Another important thing in the work of Party committees of the
prospecting sector is to intensify political work among the workers in
this sphere.

Geological prospecting which is done mostly by individuals
scattered over wide areas requires a high degree of their political
preparedness and consciousness. If they are not well prepared
politically and lack revolutionary consciousness, prospecting workers
will be unable to overcome the difficulties encountered in prospecting
nor carry out their revolutionary tasks with success.

Party organizations should intensify communist education for
prospecting workers so that they all work willingly and honestly even
if they are not under supervision and control. In this way they will
devote all their wisdom and talents to tapping out the nation’s
resources, with a high sense of pride that they are doing an important
and honourable job for final victory in our revolution and prosperity
down through generations.

It is of particular importance to intensify collectivist education
among prospecting workers in view of the fact that geological
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prospecting is a very difficult job to conquer nature. Party
organizations in the prospecting sector should steadily instil the spirit
of collectivism in the minds of prospecting workers so that they help
and lead each other forward with the love of revolutionary comrades
and that all of them become solidly united as a Red collective.

The best method of educating and remoulding people is to educate
them by positive influence. Everyone will be moved by exemplary
deeds because he wants to advance rather than to lag behind. There
have been many heroic conducts and exemplary deeds in the
prospecting sector and many positive examples in other sectors which
can be used for education. You must introduce them widely among
prospecting workers and generalize them to overcome the negative.

We must strive to win over as many people as possible and
re-educate all people except the hostile class and lead them to the
communist society. Party organizations in the prospecting sector must
educate laggards to the last man and train all workers to be conscious
and advanced.

Party organizations must explain and clarify its policy on
developing the work of geological prospecting to the broad masses so
that this work will be an undertaking of all the masses of the people.
They must give lectures to the working people from time to time and
teach them the natural resources of our country and how to find them.
In particular, schools at all levels must form geological prospecting
circles and enlist a large number of students in them. In this way they
will be encouraged to take knapsacks with them when they go
mountaineering or on an excursion and bring useful minerals when
they come home.

I firmly believe that the geological prospecting workers will greatly
contribute to increasing the nation’s economic power and promoting
socialist construction by successfully implementing the tasks
discussed at this consultative meeting and tapping out more mineral
resources.
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FOR FURTHER DEVELOPMENT
OF THE ORDNANCE INDUSTRY

Speech at a National Conference of Party Activists
in the Ordnance Industry
May 28, 1961

Comrades,

This time we have got together and had a meeting of Party
activists—the workers, technicians and office workers who are playing
the hard-core role in the ordnance industry and also the officials in
charge of factories and other enterprises which are related to this
industry.

At the meeting many comrades spoke, and all the speakers made a
firm unanimous resolve to implement the decisions and policies of the
Party Central Committee to the letter. I am very gratified with this.

I would like to take this opportunity to re-emphasize the importance
of the ordnance industry and the task of increasing ordnance
production in connection with the present situation.

If we are to build the country and safeguard our nation and our
motherland, we must have a strong defence power. Defence power
means the strength to protect the country.

Defence power will be unnecessary when imperialism has all
perished and when communism has become a reality throughout the
world. But as long as there exist national boundaries, state systems,
and imperialism in particular, we must have capabilities to protect our
nation and country and the achievements of socialism which our
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people have won at the cost of their sweat and blood. Aggression on
other countries and plunder of peoples are part and parcel of
imperialism. So one is always prone to imperialist conquest if one had
no defence power of one’s own when imperialism exists.

In the past our people were deprived of their country by the
Japanese imperialists because they had no defence forces powerful
enough to repel the enemy invasion.

As our history shows, the feudal rulers of the Ri dynasty followed
the policy of “giving weight to civilian officers and slighting military
officers”, and neglected the work of building up a strong defence
power. They regarded as noble and installed in high positions men of
letters who used to write poems, drinking and riding about on donkeys
wearing horse-hair hats. They regarded soldiers as mean and did not
promote them to high positions.

These feudal rulers pursued such a policy because they feared the
people and were afraid that they might lose their power. Ri Song Gye,
the first king of the Ri dynasty, had come to the throne by
overthrowing the Koryo dynasty by force of arms. He feared that
somebody else might seize power by throwing him out of the throne
also by force of arms. He banned the arming of the people, maintained
as small a military force as possible, and despised soldiers. The result
was that the military force in our country became extremely weak and
that not a weapon worth mentioning was manufactured.

This is not to say that all our ancestors are to blame. During the time
of Koguryo our country was very strong, and even during the Ri
dynasty great commanders like Ri Sun Sin armed the people and
destroyed aggressors. There are many brilliant historical records of our
people having defeated invaders. But during the rule of the Ri dynasty,
particularly in its closing years, the corrupt feudal rulers indulged in
factional strife, blinded by their greed for power, without paying any
attention to strengthening national defence. In consequence, the
country was conquered by the Japanese imperialist aggressors.

Japan set about developing her economy quickly and strengthening
aggressive armed forces after the “Meiji Restoration”. But the corrupt

108



feudal rulers of the Ri dynasty loafed off their time drinking wine and
chanting poems, without giving thought to developing modern
industry. Such being the case, the Koreans had no other weapons than
matchlocks when the Japanese imperialists invaded Korea with
five-chamber rifles. A matchlock is a musket which requires for each
firing a new charge of powder which is ignited by a wick. How could
the matchlocks defeat the enemy who were attacking with
five-chamber rifles?

True, even under the circumstances the people rose bravely and
fought the invaders. There was a famous commander of a Righteous
Volunteers’ Army unit in Kanggye who was called Cha Cholli because
he was said to cover a distance of cholli or approximately 400
kilometres a day. He had been a hunter and organized people into a
volunteer force and fought the Japanese imperialists. Later he crossed
into Manchuria and fought as a member of the Independence Army
until he fell in a battle. There was another famous commander of a
Righteous Volunteers’ Army unit named Hong Pom Do. He himself
melted iron ore, made matchlocks and bullets and destroyed the
Japanese. Even now old people in Phungsan talk about how he fought
as a volunteer force commander. These facts eloquently show how
firmly our people in those days were determined to defend the country
and how ardent their love of the country was.

If our country had had a developed ordnance industry and equipped
the people with good weapons, they could have prevented the Japanese
imperialists from invading our country. But the corrupt and
incompetent feudal rulers were blind to the ardent patriotic enthusiasm
of the people and did not even take the trouble of making weapons to
defend the country. This was how our country was lost to the Japanese
imperialist aggressors and how our people had to suffer colonial
slavery for 36 years.

Our people have a bitter experience of the lot of an enslaved nation.
Stateless people are literally more miserable than a dog in a house of
death. Deprived of the country, our people had neither access to
education nor possibilities of showing their talents; they were only

109



subjected to oppression and mistreatment by the Japanese imperialists.
Many of them left their beloved homeland to live in exile in foreign
lands, seeking refuge from the persecution of the Japanese imperialists.
But maltreatment and oppression were the only lot of the stateless
people wherever they went. The Japanese imperialists went so far as to
force the Koreans to change even their surnames in a Japanese fashion.

Thus our people experienced the pain of colonial slavery so acutely
that they are clearly aware how precious their country is and how
priceless their Party and government are. How happy the present
younger generation are! They are learning to their heart’s content,
studying freely, and displaying their talents to the full under the care of
their Party, their government and their country. Now no one can dare
oppress and mistreat our people wherever they go. Formerly, when
they had no country of their own, they had no one to take care of them,
no matter in what part of the world they might suffer misery, and they
had no one to turn for help even when they were threatened with death
for no reason at all. But now as the people of an independent state they
have the legitimate say wherever they go, finding themselves under the
care and protection of our embassies and consulates when they are in
foreign lands. Nothing is more precious than the country, and nothing
is more important than its defence. We must exert all our efforts to
increase the power of national defence.

Ever since the liberation of the country, our Party has made great
efforts to build up the people’s armed forces, based on its
Marxist-Leninist conclusion that the danger of war will always be
present as long as imperialism exists and that without one’s own armed
forces one would be unable to defend one’s people and one’s country
and safeguard the government of workers and peasants.

We raised the question of building our own people’s armed forces a
long time ago when we were waging the anti-Japanese armed struggle
to liberate the country. The Ten-Point Programme of the Association
for the Restoration of the Fatherland which was worked out during the
anti-Japanese armed struggle included important articles stipulating
that a people’s government be set up in the homeland on its liberation
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and that the people’s armed forces be organized to safeguard the
people’s government.

After liberation we vigorously pushed forward the work of
establishing the people’s government and the preparations for the
building of the revolutionary armed forces in the north in accordance
with our long-elaborated plan and at last we founded the People’s
Army in 1948.

In order to increase the defence power of the country it is
imperative not only to found and strengthen a people’s army but also to
develop the ordnance industry. Our Party, therefore, started building
both the people’s armed forces and the ordnance industry immediately
after liberation.

Although the national situation was very difficult immediately after
liberation, we spent much effort and funds on the project of Factory
No. 65 and started producing rifles and shells. During the Fatherland
Liberation War we produced a considerable amount of submachine
guns, mortars, and ammunition ourselves, though we did not
manufacture airplanes and heavy guns.

If our Party had not founded the People’s Army and the ordnance
industry of our own at the opportune moment, we would have been
unable to repel the invaders from 16 nations and win great victory in
the three-year-long fierce Fatherland Liberation War. The great victory
of our people in this war clearly shows how correct and intelligent
were the farsighted steps taken by our Party to found the People’s
Army and the ordnance industry.

Although we started building the ordnance industry immediately
after liberation, we were not able to develop this industry in our
country, a former backward agrarian nation, in a short period of time to
such an extent as to satisfy the demands for weapons needed in
national defence. This was why we had to make a temporary retreat
when the US imperialist aggressors came in attack with forces which
were several times superior to ours numerically and technically.

The main reason for the temporary retreat of our People’s Army
was that we were short of weapons. Had we had weapons in reserve
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enough to double the force of the People’s Army when the US
imperialists brought such large forces to the Korean front, we would
not have retreated. At that time we were obliged to request the Soviet
Union for weapons. But it took us such a long time to bring the
weapons from the Soviet Union that we had to retreat temporarily.

Our retreat covered a period of only forty days, but large numbers
of our Party members and people were killed by the enemy in this
period.

Such a great loss during this period was due mainly to the fact that
the anti-Party elements like Ho Ka I and Pak Chang Ok entrenched in
the Party had neglected the education of the Party members and other
people in the revolutionary traditions. If they had properly educated the
people in the revolutionary traditions during the five years
immediately following liberation just as we are doing now, we could
have avoided such a painful sacrifice.

During the anti-Japanese armed struggle we held out for four to five
years in defence of the guerrilla base, fighting back the Japanese
imperialist aggressive forces. In those days all the people in the
guerrilla base were equipped with swords, spears, axes, and weapons
captured from the Japanese imperialists and fought together with the
guerrillas in defence of the base, so that they could hold back the
enemy from entering the guerrilla base; only towns and zones near
railways were under enemy control.

During the temporary retreat the Party members could have
survived 40 days without difficulty, if they had formed into groups
each of several persons and moved about the mountains, each carrying
a mal of rice and an ax with him, even if they were not to fight the
enemy. It is said that in a certain ri of Kangdong County Party
members fled into mountains during the retreat. By night they used to
come down to the village with axes and sticks and threatened the
“peace maintenance corps”, saying that if they touched the families of
Party members and other people their own families would be wiped
out. As a result, the village did not suffer enemy atrocities. In contrast,
quite a few Party members who lacked bitter hatred for the enemy and
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the understanding of the truth of class struggle came back to their
homes from the mountains in their naive belief that the enemy might
not kill them. But they were captured and killed.

We must not forget the tearful and bleeding history of our people
who were subjected to colonial slavery for a long time because they
had no ordnance industry and the bitter experience of great sacrifice
which we had to make during the temporary retreat because of the
weakness of the foundations of the ordnance industry.

In order to prevent the recurrence of such painful things, our Party
has vigorously struggled to strengthen the people’s armed forces and
develop an ordnance industry capable of arming all the people since
the ceasefire.

We advanced the task of concentrating on the development of the
ordnance industry already at the Sixth Plenary Meeting of the Party
Central Committee immediately after the armistice when we were
proposing the line of giving priority to the growth of heavy industry
and developing light industry and agriculture simultaneously. If we are
to mass-produce weapons with which to equip both the People’s Army
and the entire nation, we must before all else lay solid foundations of
the nation’s heavy industry and, on this basis, quickly develop the
ordnance industry.

As a result of successful postwar economic reconstruction and the
brilliant fulfilment of the First Five-Year Plan, the foundations for
industrialization have become solid, and the material and cultural
standards of the people have risen considerably. Today our people are
implementing the Seven-Year Plan to develop our country into an
advanced industrial state on the economic foundations we have already
laid. The Seven-Year Plan is a magnificent programme of socialist
construction which envisages the construction of the Kanggye Power
Station, the Unbong Power Station and other large power stations,
large metallurgical works, machine factories, chemical plants, and also
great nature-transformation projects including those for large-scale
irrigation. Today all the people in the northern half are mobilized in the
struggle to carry out the Seven-Year Plan ahead of schedule, and their
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heroic struggle is advancing the building of socialism in our country by
leaps and bounds at the speed of Chollima.

Encouraged by socialist construction in the north, the south Korean
people, too, are waging a powerful anti-US save-the-nation struggle.
At the moment in south Korea, the voice is growing gradually louder
which demands for reunifying the country peacefully through the
efforts of the Korean people themselves by rejecting foreign forces.
Recently south Korean youth and students joined the people in raising
the slogan for a meeting at Panmunjom with their counterparts in the
north.

Alarmed at the growing trend to independent and peaceful
reunification in south Korea and at the indication of the broad sections
of the population even including the men and officers of the puppet
army to link up with the youth and students in the anti-US
save-the-nation struggle, the US imperialists manipulated military
gangsters to stage a coup and are indiscriminately arresting,
imprisoning and slaughtering south Korean patriots, democrats, youths
and students who advocate peaceful reunification, in an attempt to
maintain the shaky foundations of their colonial rule. News reports say
that tens of thousands of people have been imprisoned in south Korea
at present. This is the product of the US imperialists’ plot to block the
reunification of our country, perpetuate its division and continue their
colonial rule in south Korea.

However frantic they are, the US imperialists and their stooges are
unable to blot out the fighting spirit of the south Korean people who
are opposed to US imperialism and assert peaceful national
reunification. The harsher their repression and oppression, the fiercer
the struggle of the south Korean people including the youth and
students will grow.

The international situation, too, is favourable for us. The might of
the socialist countries is growing every day, national-liberation
struggles in colonies are raging ferociously in many parts of Asia and
Africa, and the US imperialist moves for aggression and war are being
dealt heavy blows throughout the world. The US imperialists have
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suffered an ignominious defeat in their armed intervention against
Cuba, a small country, and also in their interference in the internal
affairs of Laos. In Japan, too, the struggle of the people against US
imperialism and Japanese militarism is mounting higher.

I do not think that the US imperialists dare unleash a great war in
this situation. But we must know that the nearer their doomsday is, the
imperialists can resort to any adventure. They may seek an adventure if
they knew their doom is inevitable.

We must be more vigilant to prevent imperialist aggression and war
adventure and preserve peace. The enemy can be deterred from
attacking us if we strengthen the People’s Army and put all the people
under arms, keeping ourselves wide-awake watching every movement
of the enemy sharply. But if we become slack and indolent and fall
asleep comfortably, shouting only peace slogans, carried away by
victory, the enemy can launch a reckless aggression on us. We may
become self-complacent and indolent, if we are swayed by the great
successes we have achieved in economic construction for the seven to
eight years since the armistice. We must never allow this to happen.
We must forcefully propel economic construction in the spirit of
Chollima and at the same time put all the people under arms and
heighten vigilance so that the enemy dare not attack us.

These days the modern revisionists are raving that there is no
danger of war when imperialism exists and that they can coexist with
imperialism. This is a revisionist sophistry which conflicts with
Marxism-Leninism. Of course, we are not afraid of imperialism. But
what would happen if the people scrapped tanks and threw them into
blast furnaces and slept comfortably, only uttering the word peace? In
that case the imperialists would perpetrate aggression taking advantage
of our slackness. We must always remember this.

We are emphasizing the need to strengthen defence power at the
moment not because we predict the enemy to attack us tomorrow but
because we must defend the revolutionary gains firmly from enemy
invasion. The more successful we are in socialist construction, the
more viciously the enemy of revolution will manoeuvre to destroy our
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achievements. We have to increase our vigilance particularly because
the US imperialists are occupying south Korea and continuing to
reinforce armaments and troops there and because the Japanese
militarists are rearming themselves.

We must produce more weapons to arm all the people and also keep
an adequate amount of ammunition ready to destroy the enemy no
matter when they dare to attack us.

If our armed forces are stronger, and if all the people hate the enemy
and keep themselves wide-awake at all times against enemy
manoeuvres for aggression, they can deter the enemy from attacking
us. Peace never comes of its own accord. We must win it. We will be
able to maintain peace and reunify the country peacefully only when
we strengthen our defence power further and staunchly struggle
against the imperialist manoeuvres of aggression.

There is a saying: “Power is a good deterrent.” If we are strong, we
can deter the enemy from attempting to defeat us. The only way for the
people to live in peace when imperialism exists is to arm themselves
strongly.

Of course we can get some help from the fraternal countries in case
of war, but the best way is to manufacture weapons ourselves for our
national defence.

Our country has a population of more than ten million as well as the
experience of triumphant wars against Japanese and US imperialisms.
Our country’s geographical location is also advantageous in that it
adjoins socialist countries. If we produce a good number of weapons
and arm the entire nation solidly, we have no reason to fear any
imperialist aggression.

Strengthening our own armed forces is also necessary for more
effective socialist construction.

If we diverted the steel for ordnance production to civilian industry,
we might, of course, be able to turn out that many more tractors and
other machines. But these tractors and machines may be put out of use
in case the enemy unleashes a war. So we must put efforts into
strengthening our defence power for several years so as to prevent the

116



enemy from invading us. Only then will we be able to push forward
socialist construction vigorously and safely.

Based on its estimate of the developments in recent years when the
US imperialists are building up military strength in south Korea and
the Japanese militarists are increasing armaments, the Party Central
Committee has adopted the policy of quickly increasing the production
of weapons to strengthen the People’s Army further and arm the entire
nation.

I would like to appeal once more to all factory and office workers
and technicians of the ordnance industry to heighten their
revolutionary vigilance, work harder and make new innovations in
ordnance production after this conference of Party activists.

All ordnance factories must double or treble their output or increase
it more in a short period of time. In this way all the Worker-Peasant
Red Guards will be equipped with modern weapons, and also all Party
members and all working people will be put under arms.

You must improve the qualities of weapons while increasing their
output. You must make every single rifle and every single round of
ammunition with utmost care because the People’s Army, the
Worker-Peasant Red Guards and the rest of the people are to fight the
enemy with the weapons you make. In ordnance production you must
struggle to increase the output of weapons and improve their qualities
at the same time.

Next you must produce more new items of weapons.

The ordnance industry must, themselves, strive to increase the
variety of weapons and ammunition to meet the demand of the
People’s Army as far as possible. Only then will they be able to
provide against emergency.

You must vigorously push forward the research work to increase
the variety by pulling the efforts of scientists, technicians and
experienced ordnance workers.

The most important question in developing ordnance production is
to feed it adequately with necessary materials.

Iron and steel works and nonferrous metal works must produce in

117



time good-quality steel and nonferrous metals of different kinds and
specifications to satisfy the demand of the ordnance industry. The
Party members and other workers of this industry are very enthusiastic.
If only they are provided with materials, they can readily fulfil their
task of ordnance production. Since the ordnance industry does not
require too much steel and nonferrous metal, their demand can be met
without difficulty if the iron and steel works and nonferrous metal
works get down to the task with determination.

Ordnance factories must strive to build up the stock of materials in
reserve. They must always keep materials in reserve. If a war breaks
out, the supply of materials may be suspended temporarily. In that case
they must be able to go on with the production by using the reserve. All
ordnance factories must store up the reserve first for six months, and
then for eight months and then for a year.

The ordnance industry must struggle to ensure production with the
use of domestic materials.

For this purpose workers and technicians in ordnance factories must
use their heads. They must ensure production with domestic supplies
as far as possible except those unobtainable at home for all their
efforts.

Dependence on foreign materials is precarious. That is why we must
use our own powder, our own steel, and our own wood for rifle stocks.

At one time in the past the ordnance industry imported birch for the
manufacture of rifle stocks, and it was a shame for a country like ours
with its forest land of over nine million hectares to import timber for
that purpose. In a country with plenty of birch they will make rifle
stocks with such wood, but why should we use birch for rifle stocks
when we have little of that sort of tree in our country? Basswood and
acacia will also serve the purpose. Thinking birch indispensable to the
manufacture of rifle stocks, and so importing it, was an expression of
die-hard dogmatism.

We must strongly combat dogmatism. We cannot yet say that our
scientists and technicians are completely free from dogmatism.

The ordnance industry is still using the steel exclusively of foreign
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classifications such as “staly” number so and so, and none of the steel
developed and classified by our own scientists and technicians. It is a
shame that no successful research has ever been made of steel in our
country, with its scores of universities and more than a hundred
thousand technicians and specialists.

Yesterday I had a talk with the officials of a research institute, and
they resolved that they would ensure the manufacture of powder and
other domestic materials for ordnance production. So I wholeheartedly
supported their resolve. Dogmatism makes fools of men. You must
free yourselves from the ideological evils of dogmatism once and for
all and rack your brains to ensure ordnance production with domestic
materials.

It is said that some of the inspectors in the ordnance industry are
prejudiced against the weapons made of domestic materials. They are
unjustified. It is detrimental to regard the products of foreign materials
as good and those of domestic materials as substandard. We must
combat such thinking.

How could it be that domestic products are always bad and that
foreign products are always good? Even if one’s own things are
somewhat defective, one must strive to eliminate the defects and
perfect them by developing technology.

Flunkeyism and dogmatism are chronic ideological maladies which
have persisted historically in our country. In the remote past feudal
rulers practised flunkeyism for hundreds of years, during the colonial
rule of Japanese imperialism the worship of Japan appeared, and
nowadays flunkeyism towards the United States is spreading in south
Korea. We cannot tolerate the flunkeyist practice persisting even in our
time.

As I said recently at a meeting of the Presidium of the Party Central
Committee, we must use our own things even in the matter of clothing
instead of importing foreign fabrics. In the prewar years we did not
import any fabrics from foreign countries, but nowadays there is a
strong tendency to use imported goods probably because the people
got into the habit of using foreign goods during the wartime.
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What is the use of going about in fine dresses made of imported
fabrics? You can take pride in the clothes made of domestic fabrics
even if these were of a little inferior quality.

Japanese journalists who had been to our country a few years before
wrote their impressions saying that everyone walking in the streets
looked lively and full of confidence, with no sign of gloom in their
appearance, and that they were very sound in mind and cultured,
though they were not dressed well.

A man must have a sound mind; a man with a glossy appearance but
empty mind would be good for nothing. Though our dress is not showy,
we must have a firm communist idea and a strong will to make our
country prosperous. In making a weapon, for instance, we must strive to
make it in our own way with our own materials. Only then will we be
able to develop our country. If we copy foreign things by using foreign
materials all the time, we will be unable to advance our country.

In recent years we have struggled vigorously to establish Juche in
opposition to flunkeyism and dogmatism and achieved many good
results. Our scientists succeeded in producing vinalon from limestone
and anthracite which are abundant in our country, and opened up a
broad avenue to the development of the chemical industry by their
success in the study of gasifying anthracite. A great success has also
been registered in the research on manufacturing iron with the use of
domestic fuel. These successes are the results of the establishment of
Juche by our scientists who have got rid of dogmatism.

As I always say, the Koreans will live in Korea even when
communism has emerged victorious throughout the world; it would be
unreasonable that they should live in a distant foreign land. We must,
therefore, think of building communism in Korea and living on Korean
resources—trees, minerals, and everything else.

This, however, does not mean that we are going to adopt
chauvinism. We shall have to study foreign things, but we must study
them in keeping with our specific conditions and to meet our purpose.
This is the way to develop the unfathomable resources of our own and
make our country prosperous quickly.
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Our ordnance industry has now got on the right orbit and has already
scored a considerable success. The products of our ordnance factories
are better than foreign weapons. I have been told that our scientists and
technicians and workers are proud of this, and they ought to be so.

Next, ordnance factories must use their production space more
effectively.

If they are to increase their capacity twice or more than at present,
they must get more equipment installed. Construction of new factories
would take them a long time. So they should install more machines in
greater density by making a maximum use of the production space in
the existing factories.

Furthermore, you must ensure that your ordnance production tasks
are carried out without additional outlay of manpower as far as
possible by raising technical levels and labour productivity.

To increase ordnance production does not imply putting off the
national economic plan. We must increase the output of weapons while
carrying out the economic plan. So we cannot give the ordnance
industry much manpower. If more manpower were diverted to this
industry, that might hamper other sectors of the national economy. So
the Party members, the Democratic Youth Leaguers and all other
workers in the ordnance industry must work hard with militant attitude
and strive to raise their technical levels. They should improve their
machines and equipment technologically and raise labour productivity
so as to increase the output double or more with the existing work
force. If the work force has to be increased for unavoidable reasons, it
must be reinforced with available labour from among women and the
dependents of the factory employees.

Another task for you is to develop ordnance factories into cadre
factories just as the People’s Army is being trained into a cadre army.

Immediately after the armistice our Party gave the People’s Army
the task of developing itself into a cadre army by taking advantage of
the time of truce. Making a cadre army of the People’s Army means
training its men to be able to perform the job of a squad leader, the
squad leaders to carry out the duties of a platoon leader, the platoon
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leaders to undertake the responsibility of a company commander, the
company commanders to lead a battalion, the battalion commanders to
fight as a regimental commander, the regimental commanders to
become a division commander, and the division commanders to
perform the functions of a corps commander in case of emergency.

The ordnance industry, too, must launch the struggle to develop its
factories into cadre factories. If a war breaks out, both the People’s
Army and all the people will have to fight the enemy with arms in their
hand, and the several ordnance factories now existing will be unable to
meet the wartime demands. If an emergency occurs, all the existing
machine factories in the civilian sector will have to be switched over to
ordnance factories to provide the whole nation with weapons and
ammunition needed in the war. To this end, preparations should be
made from now on.

The most important thing in this regard is to prepare cadres and
skilled workers. It would be impossible for the civilian factories to
train the cadres and skilled workers for the production of weapons.
Ordnance factories must train such personnel in advance and select
them promptly for transfer to civilian factories when there is the need
for a switchover. To make up for the transferred people, the ordnance
factories must recruit workers and expand production.

From now on ordnance factories must train a large number of
cadres and skilled workers who can cope with ordnance production.
All workers of ordnance factories should be qualified to organize and
direct ordnance production in case of war. It would not do if ordnance
factories should neglect these preparations now and refuse to give
cadres or complain about the difficulty of transferring skilled workers
when the Party requires them in emergency. Every ordnance factory
must set a target of training cadres adequate for a prompt emergency
switchover of one or two civilian factories to ordnance production and
struggle to achieve the target.

Civilian machine factories, too, must arrange tools and jigs and
make other necessary preparations for an emergency switchover to
wartime production.
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Further, you must well organize the ranks of ordnance factories.

We can say that the workers of ordnance factories are like soldiers.
Soldiers are the people who fight with weapons, and you are the people
who produce weapons and supply them. So you are virtually a part of
the army. The People’s Army is the armed forces of the Party, and the
workers of ordnance factories are the people who provide the Party’s
armed forces with material and technical means. That is why it is very
important to strengthen the ranks of ordnance factories.

There must not be a laggard or a heterogeneous element in
ordnance factories.

The workers of ordnance factories must all be united closely behind
the Party Central Committee, implement the Party’s orders and
decisions through thick and thin and be always ready to sacrifice
themselves for the sake of the Party.

The ordnance factories must ensure the unity of the ranks of their
workers. Workers in responsible positions must love the men, and the
men must respect the officials in their charge. Just as unity between
officers and men is established in the People’s Army, so unity between
superiors and subordinates must be established in the ordnance
factories so that mutual love, assistance and solidarity prevail. There
must not be bureaucracy which ignores creative suggestions from
below nor must there be the undisciplined practice of disobeying
instructions from above. You must give full play to democracy in
discussion so that as many people as possible can make suggestions,
and you must establish the tone of implementing the decisions without
any excuse or reserve once these are adopted at Party meetings.

Ordnance factories must establish strict discipline and order.

There still occur in ordnance factories now and then instances of
liberalism which is expressed in arguing about the possibility and
impossibility of implementing orders of superiors. This shows that
ordnance factories lack strict discipline and order like those in the army.

Ordnance factories will be able to prevent reactionaries from
infiltrating into their ranks, only when they have rigid discipline and
order. There can be reactionary activities only in places where there is
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no discipline and order; strict discipline and order do not give any
room for reactionary and subversive activities.

Workers of ordnance factories must treasure and take good care of
their machine tools and implements just as soldiers value their
weapons like the apples of their eyes.

Soldiers check and clean their weapons every day whether they use
them or not. The machines handled by the workers of ordnance
factories are very precious, because they make weapons to arm the
People’s Army and all the people, and we can say that in a sense they
are more precious than weapons. Therefore, the men of ordnance
factories must check their machines regularly and clean them well after
work every day.

They must also enhance the sense of responsibility for ordnance
production and strengthen the inspection system.

Production of weapons is a matter of great responsibility. The
weapons you make are used by the People’s Army in fighting the
enemy, so producing weapons with a higher sense of responsibility is
very important.

A strict system of inspection is also important in weapons
production. I was told that some comrades hate the strengthening of
such inspections and consider it a nuisance. They are mistaken.
Instead, those who produce weapons should require strict inspection in
case this work is neglected.

In addition, you must intensify ideological education.

An important thing in ideological education is to equip the entire
Party membership and the working people firmly with our Party’s
ideas and policies. We must educate them to be ardent
revolutionaries, faithful communists who actively support and
safeguard the Party Central Committee, implement Party policy
unconditionally and devote everything to the struggle to accomplish
the Korean revolution, braving all difficulties and united closely
behind the Party Central Committee.

Party members must not only support and defend Party policy
unconditionally at all times and actively struggle to implement it, but

124



also combat without compromise all manifestations and factional acts
opposed to Party policy.

Educating, winning over and uniting the masses around the Party
must be the day-to-day work of its membership. Party organizations in
the ordnance industry must enhance the role of the membership so that
they will educate and remould all the working people and that there will
be not a laggard and not an undesirable element lurking among them.

In particular, you must intensify communist education among the
Party members and working people.

You must see to it that all Party members and working people hate
imperialism and ardently love the socialist system, with a firm
conviction that capitalism and imperialism will inevitably perish and
that socialism and communism will undoubtedly emerge victorious. In
this way they will clearly understand that they are producing weapons
in ordnance factories precisely to defend the socialist achievements
from imperialist aggression.

You must also establish among the working people the communist
trait of loving work, zealously participating in creative labour to build
a new society, opposing selfishness and helping and leading each other
forward in the spirit of one for all and all for one.

You must intensify the struggle against revisionism to prevent its
infiltration.

You must thoroughly oppose illusions about imperialism,
arguments that imperialism is not dangerous or that imperialism has
changed. The danger of war will not disappear so long as imperialism
exists, nor the aggressive nature of imperialism will change before it
perishes. We must always be highly vigilant against imperialism and
have a correct Marxist-Leninist viewpoint on war.

You must convey the spirit of discussion at this conference of Party
activists to all the Party members, workers, technicians and office
workers in the ordnance industry so that all of them will turn out as one
in the struggle for its realization.
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PUBLIC HEALTH WORKERS SHOULD
BE RED CHAMPIONS OF THE PARTY

Speech Delivered at the National Conference
of the Activists of Public Health Service
June 7, 1961

I was deeply moved by your speeches at this conference today.
Allow me first to express my thanks, on behalf of the Party Central
Committee, to all the public health workers for their great success in
promoting people’s health, faithfully following the Party’s policy.

At present a movement for ideological remoulding is going on
vigorously among public health workers, and in recent years a great
change has taken place in the health service. As much has been
mentioned in your speeches, a large number of health workers
educated by our Party are working in a communist way, and many
health organizations are becoming truly communist Red collectives.
Communists or communist collectives are no special kind of people or
groups of people. He who serves the people faithfully is a communist,
and the group of such people is precisely a communist collective.

We can hear exciting stories about laudable deeds of health workers
and see communist red flowers everywhere. In a hospital, for instance,
doctors transplanted their own skin to their patient and in another they
grafted their own bones and cured their patient. According to the report
of the Chairman of the Pyongyang Municipal Party Committee, the
ophthalmic department of the Red Cross Hospital cured hundreds of
blind persons and helped them to see. What a beautiful and laudable
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thing it is! Such marvels—the revival and recovery of almost dead
patients and the opening of blind eyes—can only be seen in the socialist,
communist society which values people’s lives and health more than
anything else and can only be done by the Red health workers who are
equipped with the communist ideology.

A hasty comment might regard these recent numerous laudable
deeds of health workers as something done on the spur of the moment
or as something affected, but these should never be viewed as such. It
is not at all a simple matter that a doctor takes off his skin or cuts off his
bone for a patient. A man without a high popular spirit can never do
such a thing under momentary excitement or to show off. And it is
even inconceivable for those who work only to earn their salary or their
living and for bourgeois humanists. Such a self-sacrificing behaviour
can be expected only from those who are firmly determined to serve
the people faithfully and have a high degree of communist
consciousness.

The Party Central Committee is very satisfied with the fact that the
health workers are working in a communist manner to promote
people’s health and conducting vigorously an ideological remoulding
movement in step with the grand Chollima march of all the people.

In the past the Japanese imperialists slandered communism in every
way saying that it was a society which would divide and eat up
everything regardless of its owner. But our reality today clearly shows
that their demagogy was a sheer lie which has nothing to do with
communism.

As all of you know, communism is a happy society in which
everyone works and lives well equally free from any exploitation and
oppression. In capitalist society money means everything and rules
everything, whereas in socialist, communist society man is the most
precious being and everything serves for the promotion of the people’s
well-being. The people’s centuries-old desire to live long in good
health and happiness free from oppression and poverty will be fully
realized only in communist society.

Today in our country where the people are masters of the state,
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exploitation and oppression, starvation and poverty have already been
wiped out to the happiness of everyone and, moreover, the people’s
desire for a long life and good health is being gradually realized thanks
to the people-oriented health policy of our Party. Everyone in our
country receives timely and free medical care, and the sources of
various epidemics and other diseases have nearly been removed by the
positive preventive measures.

We communists are struggling on to build a good society in which
all people live long in good health and happiness. Party and political
workers educate and remould people to lead them to communism, and
health workers have an honourable task of helping everyone to be
healthy and contributive actively to building communism. Doctors
play this honourable and important role not only in building socialism
and communism but also in a completely communist society for the
good of the people. In that society officials like the chairman of the
people’s committee as they function at present might disappear but
doctors will remain in an essential existence even then.

So how worthwhile and honourable the job of health workers is and
how heavy and important your duty is! Health workers must strive to
fulfil their duty to the Party and the revolution and meet the great
expectations of the people, always with a deep sense of honour towards
their work.

In view both of their professional characteristics and the importance
of their duty, the health workers must become communists before
anyone else—the most stalwart communists, to be specific. Working for
the health of the people is and will always be their foremost duty.
Unless they are imbued with the communist idea, they would not be
able to serve the people in good faith, take off their own skin to graft it
on their patients nor save critical cases with all their hearts.

Our Party expects not only a few health workers but all of them to
go on vigorously forward together. Every one of them must help
actively towards the promotion of people’s health by firmly equipping
himself with the communist idea and acquiring a higher spirit of
loyalty to the people.

128



The most essential quality of health workers consists of their
boundless loyalty to the Party and the people, ardent love for man and
infinite devotion to their patients. Our experience shows that there will
be no incurable cases if only doctors take loving care of their patients,
devoting all their hearts to their treatment, just as parents do with their
own children. The superiority of the health service system in socialist
society is expressed in the people-oriented health policy of the Party
and the state and also in the boundless loyalty to the people of the
health workers who devote all their talents and hearts to the treatment
of patients and save even mortal cases, which would be impossible to
cure in capitalist society.

Devoted service motivated by human consideration or true
sympathy would be inconceivable in capitalist society. In that society
only the wealthy can afford both human and medical treatment
whereas the poor workers and peasants are subjected to inhuman
treatment, and they have no free access to a hospital or a single dose of
medicine even when they are seriously ill. This is really the case with
south Korea today. The south Korean people are not only suffering
from exploitation and oppression by the US imperialists and their
stooges but also from the torture of various diseases which are
sweeping the whole land. They are in such a deplorable situation that
they cannot afford to consult the doctor well enough, still less the
chance of medical treatment, even when their lives are threatened
every minute by critical illness.

In the capitalist society where money rules everything and money
means everything, medical science does not serve the people’s health
but as a means of business to make money, and doctors work for
money, not for the people. Doctors in that society apply their
stethoscopes first on the purses of the patients rather than their hearts
or lungs; they begin with the examination of the property status of their
patients. If they find their patients rich, they treat them apparently in
good faith, but otherwise they decline to deal with patients no matter
how serious the cases are, even if their patients are on the brink of
death. After all, in that society doctors are not interested in human lives
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because they are blinded by money, and they do not feel any moral
responsibility or the prick of conscience about the death of their
patients. All that they have to do about the death of their patient is to
draft a document to the effect that it was an impossible case or it was
too late.

Therefore, in the capitalist society where doctors neither serve for
public health nor take the responsibility for the people’s lives, medical
science, no matter how developed, fails to cure a number of diseases
and contributes little to the promotion of public health. It can be said
that some branches of medical science in capitalist countries are ahead
of ours, but there are still many incurable diseases and the people do
not benefit widely from medical science in those countries.

In our country today, however, doctors are fully responsible for the
people’s health, and everyone receives the benefit of medical science.
As a result of the devoted efforts of our health workers, blind men can
see and cripples can walk, and many diseases, which have been
classified as incurable in capitalist society, are wiped out one after
another.

All health workers must strive to the best of their talents and
energies to give fuller play to the superiority of the socialist system and
promote public health, without resting content with their successes.

As experience shows, parental care and devoted efforts on the part
of doctors and nurses have an important effect in the treatment of their
patients. Medical workers with parental love for their patients will
naturally display all their talents and skill in their treatment, and such a
sincere attitude will have a fairly great influence on the spiritual state
of the patients. Wholehearted treatment and care given by doctors and
nurses will make their patients cheerful, encourage them to take care of
themselves better and increase the effect of medicine and the results of
treatment. Health workers must exert tireless efforts to equip
themselves with the communist idea of being loyal to the people and
devoting all their hearts to the treatment of their patients, and continue
to push forward the movement for ideological remoulding.

The struggle to root up the outdated ideas might be somewhat
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painful to you, but if you put up with the pain till the outdated ideas are
eradicated, you will feel more pleasant and work more and better for
the people. You must never consider it difficult to remould yourselves
in a communist way. Everyone is now following the strong wind of the
movement for ideological transformation. Whoever tries hard can
acquire the communist idea and become a faithful servant of the
people. Everyone of you must get down to this movement with courage
and confidence.

If they are equipped with communist ideas, the health workers will
not only be able to cure people of diseases skilfully but be efficient in
the education and remoulding of laggards. All men are liable to the
care of doctors and everyone feels indebted to them. Even die-hard
laggards will have to get the help of doctors when they are ill, and feel
thankful and respectful to them for their medical care. So if doctors
approach their patients with sincerity, give them kind-hearted
treatment and also propagate Party policy and educate them in this
policy, they will, with a great influence, move them, and lead them to
the right path, remoulding laggards into advanced elements, and
passive elements into activists and uniting all of them behind the Party.
If they do their best, health workers can be more competent and
efficient communist educators and information workers of Party policy
than anyone else.

All health workers must play their parts in the treatment of patients
as doctors and also in propagating Party policy and educating and
uniting people behind the Party, as information workers and educators.
There are now some 40,000 health workers in our country. If each of
them educates at least ten persons a year, over 400,000 people will be
educated and united around the Party. It is a big thing indeed. All
health workers must treat patients with all their hearts and at the same
time educate people energetically, with a deep sense of responsibility
and honour towards their work.

Next, Party work should be intensified in the sphere of health
service.

Party work in this sphere is not keeping abreast with the vibrant
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realities nor is it backing up the high spirit of the masses with
organizational and political work.

A major shortcoming in Party work in this sector is an inclination to
closed-doorism. Quite a few Party organizations are reluctant to admit
the fine comrades to the Party, the comrades who have a high degree of
political awareness and work devotedly for the Party and the people,
under the pretext that they are too young or for various other reasons.
We must correct this shortcoming as soon as possible. We must recruit
opportunely the people who work hard for the Party and the people and
are prepared politically and ideologically, and we must also train the
reserves for Party membership in a farsighted way.

In conclusion I hope that you will develop a vigorous movement to
remould ideology in the sphere of health service and equip all health
workers with the communist ideology and that you will thus make a
fresh success in promoting public health and in educating and
remoulding all the people to be communists.
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REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE CENTRAL
COMMITTEE TO THE FOURTH CONGRESS
OF THE WORKERS’ PARTY OF KOREA

September 11, 1961

Comrades,

More than five years have elapsed since the Third Congress of our
Party. In this period great changes of historic importance have taken
place in the national and international life of our people.

During the period under review our Party, leading the Korean
people, achieved major victories in the socialist revolution and
socialist construction in the northern half of Korea and made great
progress in the struggle for the peaceful reunification of the country.
The historic revolutionary tasks of completing socialist transformation
in town and countryside and building the foundations of socialism
have been triumphantly carried out. Under the leadership of the Party
our people, overcoming all difficulties and making the grand Chollima
march, have scaled the first height of socialist construction and have
made the revolutionary democratic base in the northern half of Korea
an impregnable fortress.

Inspired by the immense successes in socialist construction in north
Korea and by our Party’s correct policy for the peaceful reunification
of the country, the broad masses of the people in south Korea have
risen in a heroic struggle against US imperialism and its stooges; they
have dealt a telling blow to the colonial rule of US imperialism in south
Korea.
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During the period under review the Party consolidated our
friendship and solidarity with the fraternal peoples of the socialist
camp and the peace-loving people throughout the world. It took an
active part in the struggle for peace in Asia and the Far East and greatly
raised our country’s international prestige.

Our Party has been strengthened and has grown into an invincible
militant detachment bound by one and the same purpose around its
Central Committee. The unity of the Party and the people has become
unshakable.

Now we come to this Fourth Congress of the Party at a time when
the whole country stands at a momentous turning point in the
development of our revolution, thrilling with labour upsurge and
creative enthusiasm, when all the working masses place absolute trust
and hope in our Party, and when our friends unanimously support and
encourage us.

This congress will open up bright new prospects in the struggle of
our Party and people to conquer the high peak of socialism and hasten
the peaceful reunification of the country. It will inspire all the working
people of our country on to great victories.

I. EXCELLENT RESULTS

Comrades,

The Third Congress of our Party was convened at a time when the
postwar rehabilitation of the national economy was, on the whole,
nearly complete. At that time our country’s economy and culture were
still backward and the socialist reorganization of the relations of
production was in full progress.

The prewar level of industrial and agricultural production was
restored thanks to the heroic efforts of our working people in the
postwar years. But our country still remained an agrarian country, and

134



our people’s life was very hard. Private farming still held an important
place in the countryside, and the transformation of private trade and
industry in the towns had just begun.

In this situation we had to muster all our strength to promote in
every possible way the socialist revolution and the building of
socialism.

Based on the requirements of the laws of socio-economic
development in the northern half and the fundamental tasks of the
Korean revolution, our Party had advanced the general tasks of laying
the foundations of socialism in the northern half of Korea as early as
the postwar period of rehabilitation. This meant expanding and
reinforcing the socialist economic sector by reorganizing small
commodity and capitalist sectors on socialist lines in all branches of
the national economy as well as restoring and developing further the
productive forces, thereby building the solid foundations for an
independent national economy and rapidly improving the people’s
living conditions.

The Third Party Congress approved the policy of the Party Central
Committee for laying the foundations of socialism and, on this basis,
defined the fundamental tasks and orientation of the Five-Year Plan.

The congress put forward the job of completing the
cooperativization of agriculture and the socialist transformation of
private trade and industry by vigorously carrying on the socialist
revolution in urban and rural areas for the period of the Five-Year Plan.

The main task of socialist construction during the Five-Year Plan
was to lay the foundations for socialist industrialization and to solve,
by and large, the problems of food, clothing and housing for the
people. To fulfil this task successfully, the Party consistently stuck to
the basic line of economic construction, the line of giving priority to
the growth of heavy industry while, at the same time, developing light
industry and agriculture. This line had already been adopted
immediately after the armistice, and its correctness and vitality had
been fully demonstrated in practice during the postwar rehabilitation.

Without priority for the growth of heavy industry, light industry
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and agriculture cannot be developed nor can expanded reproduction
ever be guaranteed. Heavy industry was the greatest asset of our
national economy; it was the key to successfully solving all of our
problems. Our Party felt that only the concentrated development of
heavy industry, and the consequent speedy development of light
industry and agriculture, would allow us to build the foundations for
socialist industrialization and, at the same time, basically solve the
problems of food, clothing and housing for the people during the
period of the Five-Year Plan.

The realities of life clearly show that our Party’s lines and policies
laid down at the Third Party Congress were perfectly correct. The tasks
we had set forth for socialist transformation and the building of
socialism were all carried out far ahead of schedule. Under the tested
leadership of our Party, the working people of our country, displaying
a high degree of revolutionary enthusiasm, indomitable fighting spirit
and inexhaustible creative ability, surmounted all difficulties and
obstacles, guaranteed a sweeping victory of the socialist revolution in
towns and the countryside and brought about radical changes in the
development of our economy and culture.

At this congress today we take immense pride in summing up the
great victories and successes which the Party and the people, united
firmly as one, have achieved through hard-fought battles.

1. COMPLETION OF SOCIALIST
TRANSFORMATION

Comrades,

The socialist transformation of the old economy is a process
governed by the laws of development of the socialist revolution; it is a
principal task that has to be tackled in the period of transition from
capitalism to socialism.

With the successful completion of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal
democratic revolution after liberation, the northern half of our country
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gradually set out on its transition to socialism, and our socialist
transformation also began already at that time.

Before the war, however, the necessary social, economic and
material conditions were not yet fully ready, and socialist
transformation was only partially carried out. Therefore, the main task
was to prepare for it. In our country the socialist transformation of
agriculture, handicrafts, capitalist trade and industry was all
undertaken on a full scale in the postwar years, and in 1958, was
completed almost simultaneously.

Fundamental to socialist transformation is the cooperativization of
agriculture, and all the more so in the particular case of our country
where the peasantry made up more than half the population.

In the immediate post-armistice days private farming predominated
in our countryside and the socialist sector was a small part of the
whole. As you all know, as long as small commodity production
dominates in rural areas, the source of exploitation and poverty cannot
be removed, nor can the living standard of the peasantry be radically
improved. Small and scattered private farming can neither develop in a
planned way nor introduce advanced techniques on a wide scale.
Moreover, in most cases this type of farming cannot lead to expanded
reproduction.

All the limitations of private farming in our country manifested
themselves most strikingly in the postwar years, and we could not
allow them to exist any longer. Owing to the war, the material
foundations of agriculture were seriously damaged, the peasant
economy was even more fragmented than before and a shortage of
labour and draught animals was keenly felt in the countryside. Under
these circumstances, further maintenance of private farming would
have made it impossible to restore the ruined productive forces of
agriculture rapidly and, above all, to solve the food problem for the
population. There was the danger that the contradictions between
socialist state industry and private farming would give rise to a
disparity between industry, which was being rapidly rebuilt and
developed in the postwar period, and agriculture, which was being
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rehabilitated very slowly. In addition, with small farming we would
not have been able to rapidly improve the living conditions of our
impoverished peasantry and, particularly, to solve the problem of an
increased number of poor peasants produced by the war.

The only way to release the agricultural productive forces
completely from the shackles of the old relations of production and to
free the peasants once and for all from exploitation and poverty is the
socialist cooperativization of agriculture. The postwar situation in our
country was ripe for agricultural cooperativization and permitted no
further delay. The peasants themselves came to realize, through their
own hardships, that they could not tolerate the old way of life any
longer. That is why our Party proposed the task of agricultural
cooperativization immediately after the armistice and energetically
pushed it forward on the strength of the increasing enthusiasm of the
peasantry.

Most important in leading the agricultural cooperative movement is
strict adherence to the Leninist principle of voluntariness and
promotion of the movement by giving the peasants practical examples
of the advantages of a cooperative economy.

In the days right after the armistice, the poor peasants were the most
active supporters of agricultural cooperativization in our countryside.
Our Party started by experimentally organizing and consolidating a
few agricultural cooperatives in each county, beginning with the poor
peasants and Party nuclei in the countryside. In the course of this work
we were able to determine correctly the specific methods and pace of
cooperativization that suited the actual conditions of our country, and
encouraged our cadres to accumulate experience and gain confidence
in leading the cooperative movement. Besides, by demonstrating the
practical advantages of a cooperative economy on the basis of our own
experience, we were able to persuade and lead the broad masses of
peasants, particularly the middle peasants, to join the cooperatives
voluntarily.

In agricultural cooperativization the voluntary principle was
applied not only to the middle peasants but to all sectors of the rural
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population, including the rich peasants. Taking into consideration the
specific conditions of our villages where the rich peasant economy was
very weak, our Party adopted the policy of gradually remoulding rich
peasants as the cooperative movement developed, while strictly
restricting their exploitative practices. We admitted all rich peasants
who accepted socialist transformation and were willing to work
honestly into the cooperative economy; we applied appropriate
sanctions against the tiny handful who sought to hinder the cooperative
movement. During the movement’s last stage, when the cooperative
economy had become widespread and strong and the objects of
exploitation had disappeared in the villages, the majority of rich
peasants joined the cooperatives voluntarily.

Thus, in drawing various categories of the peasantry into the
cooperative economy on the basis of object lessons and the voluntary
principle, our Party consistently adhered to the correct class policy of
relying firmly on the poor peasants, strengthening the alliance with the
middle peasants and restricting and gradually remoulding the rich
peasants. We saw to it that the poor peasants played the nuclear role in
all agricultural cooperatives. We also made sure that cooperatives were
not organized exclusively with relatively well-to-do peasants and that
the rich peasants were not allowed to influence the cooperative work.
At the same time, we took strict precautions against the tendency to
weaken the alliance with the middle peasants by forcing them into the
cooperative economy or encroaching upon their interests.

All these policies prevented any possible losses that might have
occurred in connection with the radical changes in the countryside,
developed the cooperative movement on a sound basis and ensured a
steady growth in agricultural production.

Adherence to the voluntary principle in the agricultural cooperative
movement in no way means that such a movement is left to the mercy
of spontaneity. As is the case with the socialist system in general, a
cooperative economic system in the countryside will not arise by itself
or develop and become strong automatically. It will require powerful
leadership and assistance on the part of the Party and the state.
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In order to promote the agricultural cooperative movement our
Party persistently carried out organizational and political work among
the peasants and made tremendous efforts to reinforce the newly
established cooperatives politically and economically.

We strengthened the Party organizations in the villages, trained and
assigned a large number of management personnel to the cooperatives
and gave powerful leadership with a view towards firmly establishing
a socialist system and order in the cooperatives and enhancing the
socialist consciousness of their members.

Lenin said that every social system arises only with the financial
assistance of a definite class, and the system which the socialist state
must especially aid is the cooperative one. According to what Lenin
said, we gave all-out state assistance to the cooperatives. The powerful
material assistance given by the state to the peasantry, based on rapidly
developing socialist industry, strengthened the young agricultural
cooperatives which had been organized starting only with poor
peasants; it played a decisive role both in proving their superiority over
private farming and economically reinforcing the cooperatives which
realized a rapid quantitative growth in a short period of time.

Only by relying on the strong leadership of the Party and the
working class and on the powerful support from socialist state-run
industry were we able to overcome the innumerable difficulties of the
postwar years, lead millions of peasants on to the path of socialist
collectivization, and guarantee a solid victory for the socialist system
of cooperative economy in our countryside.

Even after the completion of agricultural cooperativization, such an
economic system should not remain static. It should continually
progress and strive for perfection.

Agricultural cooperatives in our country were organized on a
relatively small scale. When the cooperative movement was going on,
our Party saw to it that each cooperative comprised from 40 to 100
peasant households. The Party did not allow organization or
amalgamation of cooperatives on too large a scale. This was in full
agreement with the conditions at a time when our farming techniques
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were still backward and, when the qualifications and experience of
management personnel were still inadequate.

But, gradually, the comparatively small size of cooperatives
became incompatible with the further growth of the productive forces
of agriculture, particularly with the requirements of technical
transformation in the countryside. Hence, the need to enlarge the size
of agricultural cooperatives by an appropriate amalgamation. As the
cooperatives were politically and economically strengthened and the
level of their management personnel raised, amalgamation became a
mature requirement, and the peasants themselves realized the need for
it.

Therefore, towards the end of 1958 the merger of cooperatives was
carried out on the principle of one for each ri, with the chairman of the
ri people’s committee concurrently holding the chairmanship of the
cooperative management board.

The enlargement of the agricultural cooperatives made it possible to
use land and other means of production more rationally and to
introduce modern farm machines and advanced farming techniques
extensively. It allowed us to push ahead vigorously with projects for
transforming  nature—irrigation, afforestation and  water
conservation—and improve organization of labour and develop a more
diversified cooperative economy.

When the agricultural production unit and the administrative unit of
the ri became one and when the chairman of the ri people’s committee
also assumed the chairmanship of the management board, the ri
people’s committee began to concentrate its efforts on the
consolidation of the agricultural cooperative and the development of
agricultural production. Consequently, the role and functions of the
local people’s committee in building up the economy and culture as a
whole were further enhanced.

With the merger of the agricultural cooperatives, the consumers’
cooperatives and credit cooperatives were placed under their
management. This enabled the agricultural cooperatives to plan and
manage production, commodity distribution and credit in an integrated
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way, and, consequently, to show greater independence and initiative in
developing the cooperative economy and promoting the well-being of
their members. In particular, the agricultural cooperatives’ direct
handling of rural commerce permitted a more smooth exchange of
commodities between town and country and a consolidation of
economic ties between industry and agriculture.

Our agricultural cooperatives thus became a more advanced, solid
socialist sector of the economy. From all the facts and experience, we
can now say that with regard to its organizational form and size, our
rural cooperative economy is the most rational and advantageous
socialist economic form suitable to the specific conditions of our
country during the present period.

In order to effect the complete rule of socialist production relations
throughout the society, we had to cooperativize private farming in the
countryside as well as carry out the socialist transformation of
handicrafts, capitalist trade and industry in urban areas.

The socialist transformation of handicrafts in our country was
already undertaken on an experimental basis before the war.

Thanks to the assistance of the people’s power after liberation, our
country’s handicraftsmen, who had been ruined and impoverished
during the years of Japanese imperialist rule, restored and further
developed their sector of the economy and markedly improved their
living conditions. Nevertheless, the handicraft economy, fragmented
and technically backward, was unstable and had no prospects for
development. The cooperativization of a dispersed handicraft economy
was the only means of further developing its production and
techniques and raising the handicraftsmen’s standard of living.

In 1947, at the beginning of the transitional period, our Party laid
down the policy of forming producers’ cooperatives of handicraftsmen
to reorganize their private economy into a socialist, cooperative one.
Thus, even before the war, initial successes had been registered and
some experience had been accumulated in the transformation of the
handicrafts along socialist lines.

As large, state-run factories were mostly destroyed during the war,
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our Party devoted great attention to the expansion and development of
cooperative industry alongside state-owned local industry in order to
ensure a stable life for the people. After the war the Party more
vigorously pushed forward the movement for cooperativizing the
handicrafts. The war had played havoc with the handicraft economy,
further fragmentizing it. The handicraftsmen could only improve their
living conditions if they united their economy and relied on the active
assistance of the state. Under these circumstances they actively
supported our Party’s policy of cooperativization. Therefore, the
handicraft cooperative movement progressed rapidly and was
completed successfully within a few years after the war.

The socialist reorganization of capitalist trade and industry also
proceeded with comparative ease in our country.

In the past, the prolonged colonial rule of Japanese imperialism had
seriously hampered the growth of national capital in our country.
Japanese imperialist capital monopolized the major branches of our
national economy, and the economy of national capitalists, except for a
handful of comprador capitalists, was negligible.

After liberation, nationalization of industries, transport,
communications, banks, etc., formerly in the hands of Japanese
imperialists and comprador capitalists brought the socialist state sector
into dominance in our national economy. Capitalist trade and industry
were very weak from the beginning of the transitional period. This
situation in our country provided us with favourable conditions for
enlisting capitalist traders and industrialists in socialist construction
and reorganizing their economy by peaceful means.

During the period of transition, our Party’s policy in relation to
capitalist trade and industry was to transform them gradually into the
socialist economy, utilizing their positive features and controlling their
negative ones.

During the postwar period, socialist transformation of capitalist
trade and industry matured. The war had inflicted serious damage on
capitalist trade and industry. A considerable number of entrepreneurs
and traders went bankrupt and became factory or office workers in
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state-owned enterprises; most of the remaining capitalist traders and
manufacturers were reduced to a status much the same as that of
handicraftsmen or small merchants. Consequently, the capitalist
traders and manufacturers found it impossible to restore their
devastated economy without relying on the assistance of the state and
the socialist economy and without pooling their means of production,
funds and efforts. Moreover, as agriculture and handicrafts were being
transformed on cooperative lines, they could no longer obtain raw and
other materials on the private market. When the socialist economic
sector overwhelmingly dominated all spheres of the national economy,
a small number of entrepreneurs and merchants could not possibly
maintain their private sector.

Only when they joined the socialist sector of the economy could the
entrepreneurs and traders improve their condition, find a road to the
future and serve the country and society better.

Taking into account our country’s specific conditions, our Party
advanced the policy of transforming capitalist trade and industry
through various forms of cooperative economy. The entrepreneurs and
merchants supported the Party’s policy of cooperativization, realizing
that it conformed with their interests and represented the right direction
for them to take. Thus the socialist reorganization of capitalist trade
and industry was completed in a short period of time.

Thanks to the correct leadership of our Party and the active
assistance of the state, the socialist reorganization of handicrafts and
capitalist trade and industry was successfully carried out. Adhering
strictly to the voluntary principle, the Party admitted handicraftsmen
and middle and small manufacturers into various producers’
cooperatives according to their respective trades. Giving priority to the
consolidation of the handicraftsmen’s production cooperatives,
entrepreneurs were gradually incorporated into the cooperative
economy. Here, in particular, the semi-socialist form of the
cooperative economy was broadly applied. In order to transform
traders along socialist lines, marketing cooperatives or
production-and-marketing cooperatives were formed, and they were
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later reorganized into producers’ cooperatives by gradually increasing
the proportion of productive activities they undertook.

In transforming private trade and industry along socialist lines, the
Party closely combined the change of economic forms with the
remoulding of people. Joining the producers’ cooperatives, the
entrepreneurs and merchants completely broke with their former life
based on the exploitation of others, they have been changed into
socialist working people who produce material wealth by their own
labour. This has also speeded up their ideological transformation.

While vigorously carrying out the socialist transformation of
handicrafts and capitalist trade and industry, we gave tremendous state
assistance to the consolidation of the newly-organized producers’
cooperatives. Thanks to the advantages of the socialist cooperative
economy, active state help and their members’ eager participation in
work, the economic foundations of the producers’ cooperatives have
been speedily reinforced, and their standard of living further improved.
Today, the cooperative industry plays an important role in the
development of the national economy. With great pride and
enthusiasm of honourable socialist working people, members of our
producers’ cooperatives are taking part in the construction of
socialism.

Comrades, with the completion of the socialist reorganization of
agriculture, handicrafts and capitalist trade and industry, socialist
relations of production are completely dominant in towns and the
countryside. The productive forces have been freed from the chains of
the old relations of production, and exploitation of man by man has
been eliminated.

In the northern half of our country we have established a social
system free from exploitation and oppression—the very system our
working people had aspired to for so long, the system for which many
Korean communists fought and shed their blood. This is the greatest
victory our people have achieved under our Party’s leadership.

An important feature of our country’s socialist transformation lies
in the fact that it was completed in such a short time, only four or five
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years after the war, despite technical backwardness and the relatively
low level of development of our productive forces.

Some dogmatists at one time doubted our Party’s policy of socialist
transformation and faltered, saying things like: “Transformation of the
relations of production is impossible without socialist
industrialization;” “There can be no agricultural cooperativization
without up-to-date farm machinery;” or “The tempo of socialist
transformation is too fast.” They did not understand that the rapid
progress of socialist transformation was a phenomenon governed by
law that reflected specific conditions in our country during the postwar
period.

Agrarian reform, nationalization of industries and other democratic
reforms were carried out after liberation. Based on these changes the
socialist state economy developed rapidly and overwhelmingly
dominated industry and trade. Railways, communications, banking
and foreign trade establishments were placed under state control from
the first days of the transitional period. The socialist economic sector,
thus dominant in the national economy, exercised a decisive influence
on the small commodity and capitalist sectors of the economy and led
them inevitably towards socialism. In particular, the rapid
development of state-run industry provided a material base which
could give powerful support to the socialist reorganization of
agriculture, handicrafts and capitalist trade and industry.

The relationship of forces between the classes in our country also
provided definitely favourable conditions for socialist transformation.
In the postwar years the forces opposing this transformation in our
urban and rural areas were negligible. Our peasant masses were
politically awakened and firmly united around the Party through the
prolonged revolutionary struggle against the Japanese imperialists and
the landlords, through their struggle to create a new life after liberation
and, especially, through the severe trials of the Fatherland Liberation
War. The majority of entrepreneurs and merchants, together with all of
the people, not only took part in the democratic revolution after
liberation but also supported the policies in socialist construction
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established by our Party and people’s power. The Party’s great prestige
among the masses of the people, the unity of people of all walks of life
around it and the masses’ high political consciousness proved to be the
most important guarantee for the successful implementation of
socialist transformation.

With respect to socialist industrialization and modern farm
machinery, it goes without saying that we cannot ensure the complete
victory of socialism without further developing industry and equipping
all branches of the national economy, including agriculture, with new
technology. However, socialist transformation could not be retarded
when life itself demanded an immediate reorganization of the outdated
relations of production and there were revolutionary forces prepared to
carry it out. This was true even though the level of the development of
the productive forces and of technology was relatively low.

Our Party’s policy intended to assure the rapid advance of the
productive forces and, in particular, to open up a broad avenue for the
technical revolution by transforming, first of all, the relations of
production along socialist lines according to the urgent needs of social
development, instead of waiting for the day when industry could
develop to such an extent as to carry out the technical reconstruction of
the national economy. Only by transforming the relations of
production could we rapidly restore and further develop the productive
forces that had suffered severe damage from the war and vigorously
advance the technical revolution without delay in keeping with the
development of industry.

When our Party advanced the task of overall socialist
transformation after the armistice, some people argued that it was “still
premature”, insisting that the revolution should not be given a further
impulse in the northern half until north and south were reunified and
the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution was triumphant
in the whole country. They thought that the socialist revolution in the
northern half would conflict with the cause of reunifying the country
and would be especially detrimental to mobilizing all the patriotic,
democratic forces in south Korea for the anti-imperialist and
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anti-feudal struggle. They, of course, were wrong.

There is no reason whatsoever for north Korea to wait because
south Korea has not been liberated yet and the democratic revolution
has not yet triumphed there. The socialist revolution and the building
of socialism in the northern half of Korea were raised not only as an
irresistible demand of social development in the northern half, but also
as a vital demand of the Korean revolution to politically and
economically consolidate the democratic base in the northern half. The
most important guarantee for the victory of the Korean revolution is to
eliminate capitalist elements, totally eradicate the foothold of
counter-revolution and build firm bastions of socialism in urban and
rural areas in the northern half.

By mobilizing the masses of the people our Party established and
fully consolidated a socialist system in the northern half, thereby
converting it into the solid base of the Korean revolution and the
decisive force for accelerating the peaceful reunification of the
country. Today, the growth of the socialist forces in the northern half
of Korea and the free, happy life of the people under the socialist
system there exert a tremendous revolutionary influence on all
patriotic forces in south Korea including even the national bourgeoisie,
not to speak of the workers and peasants; these factors give unlimited
inspiration to the struggle of the south Korean people against the US
imperialists and their henchmen.

Creatively applying the universal truth of Marxist-Leninist theory
to our country’s specific conditions, our Party, as mentioned above,
initiated the task of socialist transformation at the opportune moment,
based on the matured requirements of our social development. It
worked out correct policies for implementing the task and carried them
out firmly and consistently by mobilizing the masses of the people
while overcoming “Right” and “Left” deviations of all kinds. Since the
Party’s policy of socialist transformation was correct, since the masses
warmly accepted and took part in its implementation with great
revolutionary enthusiasm, we were able to accomplish very smoothly,
in a short period of time, the most complicated and difficult
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revolutionary task of transforming agriculture, handicrafts and
capitalist trade and industry along socialist lines, and to establish the
advanced, socialist system in the northern half of our country.

2. THE CONSTRUCTION OF SOCIALISM

Comrades,

With the successful fulfilment of the postwar Three-Year Plan, our
country moved from the period of rehabilitating the national economy
to that of technological reconstruction. As the socialist transformation
of the relations of production was nearly completed, socialist
industrialization became a more urgent necessity in order to achieve
the technological reconstruction of the national economy.

Our Party defined the period of the Five-Year Plan as the first stage
of technological reconstruction. And the Party set forth the central task
for industry, that of laying the base for socialist industrialization during
this period, thereby to further consolidate the foundation of an
independent national economy and, at the same time, prepare the
material and technical conditions for equipping all branches of the
national economy with modern technology. This not only called for a
rapid overall development of industrial production on the basis of the
priority growth of heavy industry, but also for complete elimination of
the colonial one-sidedness of our industry and the decisive
reconstruction of its outmoded technical equipment.

Although the assignments which the Five-Year Plan gave to
industry were enormous and difficult, they were successfully carried
out ahead of time. The goals under the Five-Year Plan which required a
2.6-fold increase in gross industrial output value were fulfilled in two
and a half years; all projected indices for the output of major industrial
products were also fulfilled or overfulfilled in a period of four years. In
the four years from 1957 to 1960, the total value of industrial output
increased 3.5 times-3.6 times in the production of the means of
production and 3.3 times in consumer goods. During this period the
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rate of average annual increase in industrial production was 36.6 per
cent. Thus, in spite of the fact that more than 10 out of the 15 years
since liberation were dominated by war and then rehabilitation of a
destroyed economy, in 1960 the industrial output was 7.6 times greater
than in the pre-liberation year of 1944. This shows the exceptionally
high rate of growth of our industry.

Heavy industry is the basis for the development of the whole
national economy. Without building up a powerful heavy industry,
technical reconstruction of the national economy or consolidation of
the foundation of an independent national economy is impossible.

Our Party, drawing on our rich natural resources, went all the way to
build our heavy industry centres capable of manufacturing and
supplying, mainly on our own, the raw and other materials, fuel, power,
machinery and equipment necessary for the development of our national
economy. It was important in this connection, while making the most of
the existing foundation of heavy industry, to technically reconstruct and
continue to expand it and, at the same time, set up several new branches
of industry. Proceeding from this consideration, our Party followed the
policy, in building up heavy industry, of laying emphasis on the
complete rehabilitation of those enterprises which had not yet been
rehabilitated and on the perfection, reconstruction and extension of
existing enterprises, in combination with the building of those branches
of industry and enterprises our country did not have previously. This
policy enabled us, firstly, to build up a powerful heavy industry with
relatively limited funds, thus creating favourable conditions for
simultaneously and rapidly developing light industry and agriculture;
and secondly, to dynamically push ahead the technical reconstruction of
industry while ensuring a high rate of growth in production.

In the four years from 1957 to 1960 production increased 1.8 times
in the electric power industry, 2.8 times in the fuel industry, 2.6 times
in the ore mining industry, 3 times in the metallurgical industry, 4.5
times in the chemical industry, and 4.7 times in the machine-building
industry. This year, in heavy industry we will turn out 9,700 million
kwh of electricity, about 12 million tons of coal, 960,000 tons of pig
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iron and granulated iron, 790,000 tons of steel, more than 700,000 tons
of chemical fertilizer and about 2.4 million tons of cement.

In all heavy industrial enterprises the technical equipment has been
radically improved, advanced methods of production and advanced
technical processes have been widely introduced and more workshops
have been set up to manufacture new products. Along with this, a
considerable number of new factories equipped with up-to-date
technology have been built.

In the ferrous metal industry, we have overcome the limitation of
producing only pig iron. This industry now turns out large quantities of
different kinds of standard-sized shape steel, round steel, sheet steel,
and special steel, by and large satisfying the growing demand for steel
materials of capital construction and the machine-building industry.
We have further developed the ore mining industry and at the same
time have built new smelting and processing facilities, so as to mine
and process different nonferrous and rare metals which are abundant in
our country and make more effective use of them for the development
of the national economy.

We have also achieved tremendous successes in developing the
chemical industry. Our country’s chemical industry in the past
produced only inorganic chemicals, chiefly nitrogenous fertilizer.
Today, however, we have an organic synthetic chemical industry with
a number of newly-built chemical factories, including the vinalon and
vinyl chloride factories. We have thus laid a solid foundation for the
extensive development of all branches of the chemical
industry—plastics, synthetic fibre, synthetic rubber, to say nothing of
various chemical fertilizers, agricultural chemicals, and medicines—by
relying entirely on our own raw materials.

We have rehabilitated the Suphung and Jangjingang Power Stations
and others that already existed on the basis of new technology and have
built large new power stations, including the one on the Tongno River;
we have expanded coal mines and improved their technical equipment.
As a result, we have further consolidated our country’s fuel-power
bases.
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One of the greatest successes in industry during the period under
review was the establishment of the machine-building industry. Even
during the war and ever since it ended, our Party has tried to develop
this industry; many new machine-building factories were set up in the
postwar period of rehabilitation. During the Five-Year Plan, with a
view to satisfying the country’s needs for machinery and equipment
mainly with domestic products, we improved the equipment of the
existing machine-building factories and raised their production
capacity; at the same time we built new factories, thus widely
expanding this industry. In 1960 the machine-building industry’s
share in the total value of industrial output was 21.3 per cent as
against 17.3 in 1956, and our country was 90.6 per cent self-sufficient
in machinery and equipment as against 46.5 per cent. In the past our
country had no machine-building industry. But today it is fully
capable of producing by itself not only medium- and small-sized
machines and equipment but also metallurgical and power-generating
equipment, motor vehicles, tractors, excavators and other types of
large machinery and equipment. We now have our own
machine-building industry capable of promoting an overall technical
revolution in our country.

Light industry was one of the most backward branches in our
country. We have established strong centres of light industry by further
expanding the textile industry and rapidly developing the
food-processing industry and the production of daily necessities during
the Five-Year Plan.

Between 1957 and 1960 the output of the textile industry went up
3.5 times, that of the food, beverages and tobacco industry 4.2 times,
and goods for cultural and household use 6.8 times. In 1960 nearly 190
million metres of different kinds of fabrics were produced. This is an
increase of 15 times over the 1949 level and 138 times over the 1944
level. The output of many manufactured goods and foodstuffs rose
sharply, their variety increased, and their quality improved markedly.

We have constantly directed serious efforts to the development of
large-scale, modern light industry factories, the backbone of the
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production of consumer goods for the people. During the period under
review most of the existing factories were rebuilt and expanded and
many new light industry factories were built and equipped with
modern technology.

Our experience shows that in the production of consumer goods it is
rational to develop medium- and small-sized local factories together
with large ones. In general, light industry should process various kinds
of raw materials available all over the country and satisfy the
diversified demands of the working people in all local districts. This
kind of production cannot be organized rationally only on the basis of
large factories. Moreover, in our country, if we relied solely on
large-scale, centrally-controlled industry, we could not rapidly
increase the lagging production of consumer goods for the people or
meet their growing demands. In addition to large-scale,
centrally-controlled industry, it was necessary to develop medium- and
small-sized local industry extensively and utilize handicraft methods
along with modern technology.

Proceeding from this consideration, the Central Committee of our
Party advanced, at its June 1958 Plenary Meeting, the task of
developing consumer goods production by exploiting all available
resources through a movement of all the people. As an important
means to this end, more than one local industry factory in each city or
county would be established. The decision of the plenary meeting
opened up the possibility to exploit the enormous reserves latent in
local areas and effect great innovations in increasing production of
consumer goods for the people. In only a few months after the June
Plenary Meeting more than 1,000 local industry factories were built
throughout the country by using idle local materials and manpower,
with little expenditure of state funds. As a result, various consumer
goods were produced in large quantities. At present our state-owned
and cooperative-owned local industries account for half of the total
output of consumer goods. They are playing an important role in
satisfying the needs of the people.

As a result of the establishment of local industry, the initiative and
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activity of the provinces in economic construction have grown, and
locally available raw materials are tapped and used on a wider scale. In
addition, many housewives have taken jobs in local industries. Thus,
the per-household income of the working people has grown and
women’s political and cultural level has increased rapidly.

We have also scored big successes in the development of the
fishing industry, which is essential to improving the living standard of
our working people. The material and technical basis of the fishing
industry has been reinforced, and further progress has been made in
fishing, sea plant and fish culture and seafood processing. We are now
catching 500,000 to 600,000 tons of fish annually, and higher-quality
processed fish can be supplied to our working people.

As can be seen from the above, our industry has not only grown at a
very high rate but it has also undergone a radical change in the
composition of its branches and its technical equipment.

We have built and developed industry not for foreign, but primarily
for home markets, that is, for meeting domestic requirements for
manufactured goods and consolidating the economic foundations of
our country. We have put an end to the lopsidedness in our industry
which formerly produced mainly raw materials and semi-finished
goods and was almost entirely dependent on foreign countries for
machinery, equipment and consumer goods. Our industry is not
dependent today on raw materials from abroad; it relies basically on its
domestic natural wealth and raw materials. This proves that we have
put our industry on a solid independent footing.

Of course, our country’s industrial production still falls short of
demand and the quality of some of our industrial products is not so
high. Nevertheless, electric power stations, metallurgical works,
chemical factories and other large modern industrial enterprises are
now being built with materials, machinery and equipment which we
produce. Technical reconstruction of the national economy is moving
ahead quickly by relying mainly on our own heavy industry. And the
daily needs of the people are being met with domestic consumer goods.

We have turned a backward colonial industry which, to make
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matters worse, was severely damaged in the war, into an independent,
modern industry in a short period of time, thereby laying the material
and technical foundation for equipping all branches of our national
economy with the latest technology and for improving the life of our
people in the years to come.

During the period under review the basic task confronting
agriculture was to strengthen its material and technical foundation and
increase agricultural production quickly.

Although organized on the basis of an outmoded technology, the
agricultural cooperatives in our country have demonstrated the
immense advantages they have over private farming. But without
renovating our backward agro-techniques, we can neither fully display
the superiority of a cooperative economy nor further develop the
productive forces of agriculture.

With cooperativization of agriculture nearly complete, our Party
promptly embarked on its technological transformation. The Party
defined irrigation, electrification and mechanization as the main
content of the technical revolution in the countryside, and concentrated
all its efforts on irrigation as its first target.

Irrigation was the first important task in the technological
renovation of our agriculture. Immediately after the armistice, we built
irrigation works on an extensive scale together with agricultural
cooperativization. During the Five-Year Plan, with cooperativization
completed, we specifically carried on a vigorous, all-people movement
to promote a nature-transforming project for irrigation. From 1957 to
1960 the state invested a total of 97,500,000 won in irrigation and
supplied the countryside with large quantities of machinery and
equipment, including pumps and motors, and building materials.
Large-scale irrigation and river-dike projects were carried out with
state funds, while agricultural cooperatives were widely encouraged to
undertake small and medium projects at their own expense, receiving
technical assistance from the state. As a result, 800,000 hectares of
land, or seven times the area of pre-liberation days, is now under
irrigation; all the rice paddies are irrigated, and a system of irrigating

155



dry fields has recently been introduced. This means that we have
basically solved the task of irrigation in our country. It means that the
centuries-old dream of our peasantry, plagued by drought and floods
for thousands of years, has come true.

As in irrigation, there has also been great progress in rural
electrification. Together with large power plants, we have built small
and medium power stations extensively in the countryside to further
accelerate rural electrification. Electricity is presently supplied to 92.1
per cent of all rural ri and 62 per cent of all peasant households in our
country. Electricity is being used more and more in rural areas not only
in lighting but as power for mechanizing various operations such as
water lifting, threshing and fodder processing.

Mechanization is the most difficult task in the technological
reconstruction of our agriculture. Having a  backward
machine-building industry, we were at first unable to supply large
quantities of modern farm machinery to the countryside.
Consequently, we began by trying to improve conventional farm
implements and to use animal-drawn farm machines extensively. This
action played an important role in increasing labour productivity and in
stepping up agricultural production.

At the same time, the amount of modern farm machinery has been
gradually increased; particularly since 1960, when our
machine-building industry began mass production of tractors,
agricultural mechanization picked up momentum and we have already
had considerable success. By 1960 the number of farm machine
stations had nearly doubled compared with 1956, the total number of
tractors (in terms of 15 hp units) in use in the countryside had increased
4.2 times and tractor-worked area 10 times in the same period. Rural
areas now have more than 13,000 tractors and a large number of farm
machines of different types. The level of mechanization of farm work
has risen markedly.

As a result of the cooperativization of agriculture and consolidation
of its material and technical foundation, agricultural production has
grown rapidly.
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Formerly our agriculture was too strongly bent in the direction of
grain production. Yet it was so backward that it could not even satisfy
the population’s needs for staple foods. Our task was to convert our
countryside not only into a reliable food-supply base but also into a
source of raw material for light industry by solving the grain problem
and developing many branches of agriculture. Thus, our Party pursued
the policy of giving priority to grain production and simultaneously
developing the production of industrial crops, animal husbandry,
sericulture and fruit growing.

The basic agricultural problem is grain, especially for our country
which suffered a serious food shortage. With a view to increasing grain
output, we have strengthened the material and technical basis of
agriculture while taking various technical and economic measures
such as making more efficient use of land, improving distribution of
crop areas, applying more chemical fertilizers and manure and widely
introducing advanced methods of farming. The utilization of land rose
from 138 per cent in 1956 to 174 per cent in 1960, and the area under
high-yielding crops, rice and maize, rose from 1,101,000 hectares to
1,284,000 hectares. During the same period the amount of chemical
fertilizer used increased by 42 per cent and that of manure, much more.
Besides, various advanced agro-techniques have been extensively
introduced, and farming methods on the whole have further improved.
As aresult, grain production has significantly increased in the last few
years, reaching as much as 3,803,000 tons in 1960. This was a gain of
32 per cent over 1956.

This year, on the basis of results already achieved, our Party has set
the huge target of a million-ton increase in grain output over last year;
it has done everything it could to fulfil this goal. Now on the eve of the
autumn harvest, fields all over the countryside are yielding
unprecedented bumper crops. This shows that we will undoubtedly
reach our target of the million-ton increase.

We can say that we have already basically solved the food problem,
one of the most difficult in the economic construction of our country.

Besides grain, the output of industrial crops such as cotton and
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tobacco has considerably increased and the production of vegetables
has gone up sharply.

Animal husbandry used to be the most backward branch of our
agriculture. Our Party has created the foundation for further
developing animal husbandry based primarily on joint stockbreeding
by the cooperatives along with that by their individual members.
Compared to 1956, in 1960 the number of cattle increased by 39 per
cent, sheep and goats more than 100 per cent, pigs 58 per cent, and
rabbits about 1,700 per cent.

In fruit growing, 100,000 hectares of land have been brought under
cultivation. The result is that the area under fruit trees has increased 6
times and total fruit output 3.6 times.

Further progress has been made in sericulture, bee raising and
various other sidelines in agriculture. In particular agricultural
cooperatives in the mountainous areas are making effective use of the
hills, thereby increasing their income.

The socialist agriculture of our country is now protected from the
damage of flood and drought. It is rapidly doing away with outmoded
technology, replacing it with the latest one, and it is becoming an
advanced diversified sector of the economy.

With the rapid development of the national economy, it has become
a very urgent task to meet our transport needs.

To meet these fast growing needs, we had to definitely strengthen
railway transport before anything else. During the years under review,
we either newly laid or double-tracked the lines linking Haeju and
Hasong, Phyongsan and Jihari, and Susong and Komusan, and we
electrified more than 100 kilometres of railway lines. We considerably
improved the technical equipment of the railway and made more
efficient use of the rolling stock. At the same time, discipline and order
in railway transport have been strengthened and its organization has
been improved.

In 1960 the total turnover of rail freight more than doubled the 1956
figure; the cultural level and the quality of service on the railways were
generally higher, both in freight and passenger traffic.
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Road, sea and river transports, too, have developed rapidly. In
1957-60 the number of motor vehicles was nearly doubled; freight
turnover by motor vehicles increased 4.3 times; and cargo shipping
increased 4.4 times.

In the field of communications the telegraph and telephone network
spread, wire broadcasting service was made available for 88 per cent of
all rural ri, and radio broadcasting facilities were further strengthened.

Capital construction is of tremendous importance for the expansion
of production and the improvement of the people’s living standard.
Especially in our country, which had formerly been backward and had
suffered severe destruction in the war, we had to carry out a huge
amount of construction during the Five-Year Plan.

Between 1957 and 1960, the state invested more than 2,000 million
won in capital construction for the national economy and cultural
construction. Compared with the period of the Three-Year Plan, this
accounts for an average yearly increase of 40 per cent.

In order to carry out successfully the huge construction work it was
important to build more quickly, efficiently and cheaply. This could
only be done by discarding once and for all the outdated primitive
methods and basing construction work on industrial, prefab methods.
Industrialization of capital construction—this has been the basic
construction policy that our Party unswervingly followed.

Overcoming all difficulties and obstacles we have thoroughly
implemented the Party’s policy and brought about a great change in
capital construction. In 1960 we used prefab methods in over 20 per
cent of industrial construction and about 60 per cent of housing
construction. The rate of mechanization in construction went up to 53
per cent in excavation work, 50 per cent in loading and unloading,
about 90 per cent in hoisting and 70 per cent in the mixing of concrete.
We have greatly expanded the production of building materials and
have raised their quality. We have also made marked improvements in
our design work.

Along with this, we have carried out urban and rural construction
through an all-people movement. Particularly in outlying areas
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locally-available building materials were extensively used to build
many dwellings and cultural and welfare facilities.

As a result of the successes in capital construction, numerous
factories, enterprises and productive establishments have been
restored, expanded or newly built, and our towns and countryside have
changed beyond recognition. Pyongyang, the democratic capital, has
become a modern city, beautiful and magnificent. All the towns in our
country have been built up from ashes, taking on a new, beautiful look.
Now that the old mud huts have been torn down, our farm villages are
also becoming attractive, modern and pleasant places to live in.

One of the major successes in construction work is that the material
and technical foundations have been strengthened, cadres for the
building industry have been trained and rich experiences have been
accumulated. In major towns and industrial centres we have set up
construction enterprises equipped with new techniques and have
established solid bases for the building-materials industry. Our
designers, construction technicians and workers have learned to design
and build excellent modern factories, enterprises and cultural
establishments on their own. These achievements will serve as assets
to undertake larger-scale construction in the future.

Comrades, the cultural revolution is an important component of
socialist construction. In the years under review we have seen
tremendous achievements in improving and strengthening public
education, in raising the cultural and technical level of the working
people and in developing national culture and art.

In the field of education a compulsory primary school system was
introduced in 1956 and a compulsory secondary school system in
1958. At present preparations are going along well for the enforcement
of a compulsory nine-year technical education. Our network of
different levels of schools has been extensively enlarged and
enrolment has increased. In our country today 2,530,000 students, or
about one-fourth of the population, are studying in more than 8,000
schools at different levels.

In order to build socialism and communism, the new generation
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should be brought up as cultured and harmoniously developed workers
possessing general elementary knowledge and modern technology.
Taking into consideration these practical needs of socialist
construction, our Party reorganized the public school system in 1959
and took important measures to radically improve the work of all
schools. Abolishing the previous system of higher middle schools
which were divorced from real life and neglected technical training for
students, we established the system of secondary and higher technical
schools in its place, enabling all of our young people to acquire not
only general knowledge of the fundamentals of science but also
technical knowledge in a specific field. Along with this, we have
improved both content and methods of education in all of our schools
on the principle of combining education with production and theory
with practice. This reorganization of the public education system has
completely eliminated the remnants from the old society in the field of
education. It fully embodies the Marxist-Leninist theory of education,
and is in complete accord with the requirements of socialist
construction in our country.

The training of our nation’s technical cadres was a very important
problem in our country, once an underdeveloped colony. Our Party has
paid a great deal of attention to the training of national cadres ever
since the moment of liberation and has achieved impressive results in
this area. As a result of the continuing progress made in secondary and
higher technical education during the period under review, the ranks of
technical cadres have grown rapidly. There are now 133,000
engineers, assistant engineers and specialists, or twice as many as in
1956, working in all spheres of the national economy. Today, all
modern factories and enterprises in our country are managed and
operated by our own technicians and specialists. This is one of the
greatest successes achieved by our Party and people in the building of a
new society.

Further acceleration of socialist construction, however, requires
more technical cadres. In order to satisfy the growing need for
technical personnel our Party exerted great efforts both to increase the
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number of institutes of higher learning and to improve the quality of
cadre training. During the Five-Year Plan the number of universities
and colleges grew from 19 to 78, with an enrolment of 97,000 students,
a fivefold increase. Particularly, with the aim of giving the working
people the opportunity to receive higher education without interrupting
their work in production, we have effected a large-scale expansion of
the network of night schools and correspondence courses and, at the
same time, have opened new kinds of colleges and universities such as
factory colleges and communist universities. Factory colleges have
now been set up in over 20 major factories and enterprises and a
communist university has been established in every provincial centre.
These colleges and universities have enrolled a large number of
workers, officials of local government institutions and personnel in
economic organs, who both work and study. Thus, we can now train
cadres not only in ordinary universities but at production sites as well.
Factories and other enterprises in our country are serving a dual
function: production centres and cadre-training centres.

In the one year since the factory colleges and the communist
universities were established, our experience has proved to us that a
factory is capable of managing a college; also, such colleges and
universities have many advantages. They make possible the mass
training of a new type of intellectual who comes from the working
class and provide the possibility of most closely combining education
with production and theory with practice. In addition, a large number
of core workers have acquired a higher education without being
separated from production, and the development of production and
technology has been accelerated.

The general rise in the cultural and technical levels of our working
people represents a major success in the cultural revolution. In order to
improve the cultural and technical levels of the working people, the
Party advanced the following principal slogan: All workers and
peasants should acquire at least a general education at the junior
middle-school level and master more than one technical skill. To attain
this goal we have vigorously carried on general and technical
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education among the workers and peasants with the production units as
the base. There are now many adult primary and secondary schools in
town and countryside with an enrolment of nearly one million workers
and peasants. At the same time, the strengthening of technical studies
and on-the-job technical training in factories and other enterprises has
rapidly improved the working people’s technical and skill levels.

In the period we are reviewing there were also considerable
achievements in the development of science. Compared with 1956, in
1960 the number of scientific research institutes has increased 2.6
times and the number of scientific workers 2.8 times. Our Party saw to
it that we directed our main efforts in science to solving the practical
problems arising in socialist economic construction, particularly the
pressing problems of technology for further industrial development
using domestic raw materials. Following the Party’s policy, our
scientists and technicians have conducted their scientific research in
close coordination with production and have achieved great
successes—the completion of vinalon research, the solution of the
problem of gasifying anthracite, semi-conductor research, etc. In this
way they have greatly contributed to the development of our national
economy.

Our literature and art have entered a period of full bloom. Our
Party’s consistent policy on literature and art is to develop a new
national culture reflecting the life and sentiments of our people under
the socialist system while, at the same time, carrying critically forward
our time-honoured cultural heritage and assimilating, also in a critical
way, the achievements of advanced culture of foreign countries. We
have resolutely fought against all manifestations of reactionary
bourgeois ideology in literature and art as well as against their
penetration from the outside. We have endeavoured to develop
revolutionary literature and art that truly serve the working people.

Acting consistently on the Party’s policy on literature and art, our
writers and artists have created many excellent literary and artistic
works depicting the history of our people’s glorious struggle and our
working people’s gigantic struggle in the present. Our literature and art
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have become the possessions of the workers and peasants, and are
flourishing with added vigour among the broad masses.

Thus, literature and art have become powerful media in our country
for the communist education of the working people, inspiring their
struggle to build a new society.

The rapid development of industry, agriculture and all other
branches of the national economy and the elimination of all types of
exploitation have resulted in further improvement of the material and
cultural life of the people.

In 1960 the national income was 2.1 times greater than in 1956. In
our country this income belongs to all the people; it is used to expand
socialist production and to enhance the working people’s well-being.
Important here is to properly combine accumulation and consumption
and to correctly adjust these two factors in order to eliminate
considerable differences in the living standards of workers and
peasants.

In our country one-fourth of the national income is now earmarked
for accumulation and about three-quarters goes to the working people
for personal consumption.

The real wages of factory and office workers in 1960 were 2.1 times
higher than in 1956. Their real wages have now reached the level
necessary to provide stable living conditions.

During the same period the real earnings of the peasantry, too,
showed a marked increase. The peasants’ living conditions in
mountainous areas have also improved, attaining a level as high as that
of the peasants on the plains. The problem of poor peasants, unsolved
in our country for a long time, has been completely settled. Thus, the
living standard of our peasants as a whole has come up to the level of
the former middle peasants or well-to-do middle peasants.

The large-scale construction of housing in rural and urban areas has
also improved housing conditions for the working people. From 1957
to 1960 alone, we provided 6,220,000 square metres of new houses in
towns and 5,060,000 square metres in the countryside.

Today, our working people are free from worries about food,
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clothing and housing, although they still do not live in abundance.

Not only has the problem of food, clothing and housing essentially
been solved, but also the supply of commodities to the working people
has in general improved. Compared with 1956, the turnover in retail
trade in 1960 increased 3.1 times—2.5 times for foodstuffs and 3.7
times for other goods. During this period the trade network grew 1.9
times. As a result, our working people can buy the articles they need at
the same prices anywhere—whether in town, village, or remote
mountain regions.

The working people in our country enjoy enormous state and social
benefits in addition to the income from their labour. In 1960 the state
budgetary expenditures for social and cultural services were about four
times as great as in 1956.

Tuition fees have been abolished in all schools. Thus, the younger
generation receives free education. In addition, the overwhelming
majority of university and college students even receive state
stipends.

Free medical care in our country has already been made
all-embracing. Compared with 1956, the number of doctors in public
health in 1960 increased two times and that of hospitals and clinics 2.9
times. Medical service for the working people has continued to
improve. By 1960 the death rate of the population had dropped by half
compared with the years of Japanese imperialist rule, whereas the
growth rate had increased 2.7 times.

Workers and office employees have the benefits of paid holidays;
hundreds of thousands of working people enjoy a good rest every year
at vacation homes and relaxation centres at the expense of the state. A
large number of nurseries and kindergartens, where children are
excellently brought up, have been set up and maintained at state and
public expense. Women are thus provided with the conditions for
participating in social labour. In 1960 there were 31 times as many
nurseries and kindergartens as in 1956, accommodating about 700,000
children.

All this is strong witness to our Party’s and the state’s tremendous

165



concern for the welfare of the working people, a veritable burgeoning
of communism in our country.

Comrades, we have scored great achievements in the construction
of socialism. Our economy and culture have developed at an
unprecedentedly rapid rate and all aspects of our society have radically
changed.

Our country, once a backward, colonial, agrarian state, and
reduced to ashes by the war, has now been transformed into a socialist
industrial-agricultural state with independent economic foundations.
Our working people in the past were ill-clothed, hungry, and lived in
ignorance and darkness, far removed from the civilized world.
Today, however, they are leading a happy life full of hopes, free from
any worries and anxieties, they are mastering science and technology,
and they are becoming well-educated and enlightened builders of
society.

Today we can say with confidence that our country and our people
have completely rid themselves of the age-old backwardness and
poverty.

3. CHOLLIMA MOVEMENT

Comrades,

Our country has made tremendous achievements in socialist
construction amidst its great upsurge and in the course of the
advancement of the Chollima Movement.

The Chollima Movement manifests the great creative force of our
people firmly united around our Party. It is an all-people movement to
push the construction of socialism to the utmost.

Our country inherited a backward economy and culture from the
old society; moreover, it went through a fierce three-year war. With
our country divided into north and south, we are building socialism in
direct confrontation with the US imperialists, while at the same time
struggling for the peaceful reunification of the motherland. This
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situation demanded of us a hard unyielding struggle. In order to
eliminate our historical backwardness rapidly, in order to accelerate
the reunification of the country, which is our supreme national goal, we
had to move ahead much faster than other peoples.

In view of this particular necessity for the revolution’s
development, our Party mapped out a policy for definitely speeding up
the construction of socialism in the northern half of Korea, and, on this
basis, it organized and mobilized all the working people for this heroic
struggle.

The working people of our country, educated and trained by our
Party, had a profound awareness of the urgent requirements of our
revolution’s development and of their historic mission. And they
unanimously supported the Party’s policy of accelerating socialist
construction.

Responding eagerly to the appeal of the Party, “Rush at the speed of
Chollima!”, our working people fought through thick and thin to carry
out the tasks proposed by the Party; they pushed themselves to the
limit, vying with each other to be the foremost and bravely overcoming
all obstacles and difficulties.

Thus, we made innovations and wrought amazing miracles almost
every day on all fronts of socialist construction.

Our heroic working class built 300,000 to 400,000 ton-capacity
blast furnaces in less than a year, laid a standard-gauge railway more
than 80 kilometres long in 75 days, and erected a huge, up-to-date
vinalon factory in a little over one year on a spot which had been mere
waste land. Our working people produced more than 13,000 extra
machine tools over and above the state plan within a year by the
let-each-machine-tool-make-more movement. Within a period of three
to four months they built over 1,000 factories for local industry by
utilizing idle materials and manpower in localities. And in six months
they carried out tremendous projects for transforming nature aimed at
irrigating 370,000 hectares of rice paddies and dry fields. There are
innumerable cases like these.

All these symbolize the heroic spirit and creative talent of our
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people who are rushing ahead at the speed of Chollima under the
leadership of the Party.

Steadily advancing the Chollima Movement, we have ensured an
annual industrial growth rate of at least 30 to 40 per cent, boosted our
backward rural economy in a short time and rebuilt from ruins cities
and villages which now have a completely new appearance.

The great upsurge of socialist construction and the Chollima
Movement in our country are lawful phenomena that took place on the
basis of the great social and economic changes made in the postwar
period and of all the material and moral forces our Party and people
built up in the course of their protracted, difficult struggle.

The decisive victory of the socialist revolution and the laying of the
country’s independent economic foundation provided the social,
economic and material conditions for a great upsurge in economic and
cultural construction and were the objective causes of the Chollima
Movement.

Objective conditions and possibilities alone, however, are not
always enough to stimulate a great upsurge in socialist construction.
We also need our own internal forces, that is, the Party’s ability to lead
the masses to a revolutionary upsurge and the firm determination of the
masses to carry through the will of the Party.

Through its arduous struggles the Party has earned unquestioned
prestige and trust among the masses and has rallied them firmly around
itself. The steel-like unity of the Party ranks and the comprehensive
establishment of the Marxist-Leninist leadership system in the Party
increased its fighting capacity and decisively enhanced its prestige and
influence among the masses. Thus, the will and ideas of the Party have
always penetrated deeply into the masses and have become their own
will and ideas.

Our people have accepted the Party’s lines and policies as a matter
of vital personal interest and have devoted all they have to the struggle
for the revolutionary cause and for the prosperity and progress of their
country. It is only natural that our people should display exceptional
revolutionary zeal to bring their backward country into the ranks of the
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advanced ones and to improve their difficult living conditions as soon
as possible. It is only natural because, deprived of power in the past,
our people have seized power in their hands and defended it with their
blood and because, oppressed and humiliated before, they have freed
themselves from all exploitation and oppression.

Relying firmly on the high political enthusiasm and inexhaustible
creative power of the working people, our Party has launched bold
projects on all fronts of socialist construction and has vigorously
carried them out.

In formulating its policy for each period of our revolution’s
development, our Party not only analysed the present and immediate
future but always scientifically foresaw the long-range prospects of the
country’s development; it showed the masses the right way to go and a
clear goal in their struggle. Once a policy had been formulated, our
Party never flinched for a moment in front of any complex and difficult
circumstances, and with untiring tenacity it carried its lines and
policies to their ultimate conclusions.

Dynamically prompting the masses to ever higher revolutionary
zeal, our Party would settle one problem and immediately go on to
another, and feed the flames of continual advance and uninterrupted
innovation in all areas of socialist construction. At the same time, the
Party correctly grasped the central link in every stage of socialist
construction and concentrated on it, thereby completely solving one
problem after another and gaining full control of the whole chain of
socialist construction.

The scientific foresight that went into each of our Party’s policy
decisions, its fidelity to Marxist-Leninist principles and the unexcelled
revolutionary sweep in implementing a policy always gave the
working people complete confidence in their work and helped them
advance without the slightest vacillation along the road indicated by
the Party towards the triumph of the cause of socialism.

The wise leadership of the Party, its strong unity with the people,
their singular resolve to advance rapidly and their revolutionary
enthusiasm—these underlie the great upsurge in socialist construction
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and the Chollima Movement and constitute the decisive guarantee for
all our victories.

Comrades, as Marxism-Leninism teaches us, the masses of the
people create history. Socialism and communism can be built only by
the conscious, creative labour of millions of working people.
Therefore, in the construction of socialism it is crucial to stimulate the
creative power of the masses to the utmost and bring their enthusiasm,
initiative and abilities into full play. The might of the Chollima
Movement in our country lies in the very fact that it is a mass
movement that gives full scope to the revolutionary zeal and creative
talent of our people.

As is true of all mass movements for change, the Chollima
Movement has started and developed in the course of struggle against
the old, in the course of breaking through difficulties and obstacles.
When socialist construction entered the period of upsurge in our
country, the main obstacles to rousing the revolutionary zeal and
creative activity of the working people were passivism, conservatism
and the mysteries of technology. Passivism and conservatism in
socialist construction expressed themselves in distrust of the strength
of our heroic working class and the inexhaustible creative power and
talent of our people. The passivists and conservatives tried to suppress
the masses’ creativity by clinging to old rated capacities and standards
and by presenting science and technology as something of a mystery.
Intimidated by difficulties and fearful of innovation, they attempted to
inhibit the great onward movement of the masses. Without shattering
passivism, conservatism and the mysteries of technology, we could not
have brought about the great upsurge in socialist construction nor
could we have developed the Chollima Movement.

Our Party has waged a powerful ideological struggle among the
cadres and working people against passivism and conservatism.
Tirelessly it has worked to arm them with the revolutionary spirit of
thinking boldly, acting boldly and making continual advance and
uninterrupted innovation. The Party has always believed in the masses’
great creative power and has actively supported their daring
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suggestions and initiatives, giving them as much help as possible to put
them into practice. Boundlessly inspired by the correct leadership of
the Party, our working people have smashed passivism and
conservatism, courageously surmounted all kinds of difficulties and
realized many achievements in work totally inconceivable in the past.

In promoting a high degree of labour enthusiasm and creative
activity for socialist construction among the masses of the people, it is
vital to raise continuously their political and ideological
consciousness, properly combining this with the principle of material
incentive.

A real upswing in the labour of the masses and real mass heroism in
socialist construction will be possible only when the broad sections of
the working people are armed firmly with the spirit of faithful service
to the Party and the revolution and with the spirit of devotion to the
struggle for the country and the people. Unless we consistently raise
the political awareness and the level of consciousness of the masses,
real communist attitudes towards work cannot be cultivated among
them.

Under socialism, the political and moral stimulus to labour should
always be backed by material incentive. Distribution according to the
quality and quantity of work performed, is an objective law in a
socialist society. It is a powerful way of opposing those who do not
work and try to live on the work of others and of giving a material
impulse to the working people’s enthusiasm for production.

Our Party has consistently followed the policy of giving priority to
political work in all activities and strengthening communist education
among the working people so that they may display voluntary
enthusiasm and devotion in work, and of properly pursuing the
socialist principle of distribution to stimulate material interest.

The correctness of this Party policy has been clearly manifested in
the unprecedented labour upsurge of our working people. Today they
are working with all their energy and talent for the benefit of the state
and society, for their own happiness. The excellent communist traits of
loving work and regarding it as the highest honour, helping each other,
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working collectively and enjoying a happy life together are rapidly
being fostered among our working people.

The enthusiasm for work and creative initiative of the masses can
only be really effective when combined with science and technology.
Mass enthusiasm alone, without scientific development and
technological progress, neither takes us very far nor encourages
continued innovation.

For the rapid development of science and technology, the active
participation of the broad masses of working people is necessary, and
creative cooperation between the workers and peasants and the
scientists and technicians should be strengthened. We have
thoroughly discredited the incorrect view that only specially qualified
people can develop science and technology. We have evolved a mass
movement among the working people to acquire new technical
know-how and have inspired them to make constant technical
renovations. In our development of technology we have strongly
opposed the tendency to underestimate the creative proposals and
initiatives of the workers and peasants while, at the same time,
strictly guarding against the tendency to ignore the significance of
science and the role of scientists. We have always tried to combine
labour and science and to promote close cooperation between the
workers and peasants and the scientists and technicians. As the
working masses are becoming familiar with science and technology
and as cooperation between the workers and peasants and the
scientists and technicians has been strengthened, science and
technology have developed even faster in our country, and a
collective movement for technological renovation has been launched
widely in all spheres of the national economy.

As aresult, all the wisdom, talent, enthusiasm and creative power of
our people, which had been suppressed, denigrated and buried before,
have blossomed in the Chollima Movement and have accomplished
uninterrupted innovations in the construction of our economy and
culture.

The major political and economic importance of the Chollima
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Movement lies first of all in the fact that it has assured a high rate of
socialist construction.

A high rate of economic growth is a law of socialist society and
presupposes the planned and proportionate development of the
national economy. If we violate the principles of planning and
balancing in economic development, a tremendous amount of
materials, funds and labour will be wasted and general economic
development will eventually slow down, although certain branches
may temporarily attain a high rate of development.

We achieved a high rate of socialist construction in our country on
the basis of a planned and proportionate development of the national
economy. That is why we could steadily maintain the continuous high
rate of growth and accelerate socialist construction in all areas even
more throughout the Five-Year Plan period, to say nothing of the
postwar rehabilitation period.

However high the rate of economic development may be, there will
never be unevenness as long as it is strictly based on realistic
possibilities. Of course, it is extremely difficult to keep things balanced
while moving ahead very quickly. But the rate of development should
not be reduced in order to maintain an equilibrium. Planning and
balancing are not ends in themselves; they are a means to an end to
achieve a high rate of development. Thus, it is essential that we
develop all branches simultaneously at a rapid rate by relying on the
advantages of the socialist system, the creative power of the masses,
and making the maximum use of the latent reserves and potentialities
of our national economy. In our work of socialist construction we have
always calculated material conditions and possibilities accurately and
trusted in the revolutionary zeal and creative power of our people who
have been tempered in hard struggle. On this basis we have
consistently drawn up ambitious and dynamic plans and mobilized the
masses to fulfil them.

At the same time, our Party properly connected and adequately
coordinated the development of all branches of the national economy,
thereby boosting those falling behind before it was too late and
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preventing possible imbalances. Our Party made the year 1960 a period
of adjustment. This was the most reasonable and judicious way to
secure the right balancing in the national economy and maintain a high
rate of development. In 1960 we eased the strain some branches had
begun to feel in the course of the rapid development of the national
economy, bolstered certain lagging branches, and further raised our
people’s material and cultural standards. Thus in all branches we
fulfilled or overfulfilled the assignments of the Five-Year Plan,
consolidated our successes, and made full preparations for the
successful completion of a new perspective plan. This has enabled us
to maintain and stimulate the upsurge in socialist construction. It has
allowed us to continue with the Chollima advance on a higher level.

Comrades,

In the Chollima Movement our Party found a definite guarantee for
the successful building of socialism in our country. It has firmly taken
the reins of this movement in hand and continuously developed it in
scope and depth.

The Chollima Movement gained momentum after the socialist
transformation of productive relations was completed and during the
all-Party struggle against the survivals of all outdated ideas such as
passivism, conservatism and mysticism. It was given special impetus
during the intensification of communist education among the masses
and the radical transformation of Party work into active, creative work
with people.

Regarding as the primary task in Party work the education and
remoulding of all the people and their firm unity around itself, our
Party strengthened its work with people in every way. Above all, it
carried out intensive communist education among the masses, which
was combined with the education in the revolutionary traditions. Since
the masses accepted the Party policy of education and remoulding of
all people, the transformation of men has been taken over by the
masses themselves, and has been linked more closely with their
productive activities.

The main feature of the Chollima Workteam Movement, which is
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now widespread among our working people, lies in integrating the
drive for collective innovation in production with the education and
remoulding of the working people.

The Chollima Workteam Movement, as an intensified and
developed form of the Chollima Movement, has become a powerful
impetus to the development of the national economy and an ideal
method of mass economic management by the working people, as well
as an excellent means of mass education for remoulding everyone into
the new type of communist man. Our Chollima riders are not only
innovators in production; they are also capable management personnel,
expert organizers and real communist educators.

In our country the Chollima Workteam Movement is presently
going on in all fields of industry, agriculture, transport, construction,
science, education, culture, public health, etc., and the ranks of the
Chollima riders, the heroes of our age, are growing from day to day. By
the end of August this year, over 2 million working people had joined
the movement; 4,958 workteams and workshops, comprising 125,028
people, had received the title of Chollima; and 55 workteams with
1,459 people had been honoured with the title of Double Chollima.

Thus, the Chollima Movement has become a great revolutionary
movement of the working millions of our country, sweeping away
everything old-fashioned from all spheres of the economy, culture,
ideology and morality, and constantly making innovations and
accelerating socialist construction at an unprecedented rate. The
movement has become our Party’s general line in the construction of
socialism.

The essence of this line is to unite all the working people more firmly
around the Party by educating and remoulding them in communist
ideology, and to build socialism more solidly and quickly by allowing
their revolutionary enthusiasm and creative talent full expression. The
indestructible vitality of this line lies in the fact that the masses of the
people initiated it, that the Party advanced this line by reflecting the will
of the masses and generalizing their practical experience in struggle, and
that the masses therefore accepted it wholeheartedly.
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On the strength of this line our Party has won great victories in
socialist construction. By continuing to follow it, the Party will achieve
even greater victories in the future.

4. CONSOLIDATION OF THE STATE
AND SOCIAL SYSTEM

Comrades,

As a result of the great socio-economic changes which have taken
place in our country, the people’s power has been further strengthened
and our state and social system has been consolidated as never before.

Our people’s power, a mighty weapon of the socialist revolution
and the construction of socialism, has fulfilled its functions well and
demonstrated its indestructible vitality. Today, the basis of our state is
the socialist economic system which is completely dominant in town
and countryside. Our state relies on the foundation of an independent
national economy. The people’s power has its own firm economic
basis and can make more efficient use of all the country’s resources for
the welfare of the people and the national prosperity.

The class structure of our society has also undergone a fundamental
change.

The working class has strongly maintained its position as the
leading force in our society. During the period under review,
working-class ranks have grown rapidly, their organization and
political consciousness have been strengthened and their technical and
cultural levels have been raised even more.

In our country today factory and office workers make up 52 per cent
of the total population. Our working class, having taken power into its
hands, has displayed an untiring fighting spirit and revolutionary
stamina in leading all the working people and even non-working people
along the road to socialism. It has thus honourably carried out its
historical mission to abolish for ever all systems of exploitation.
Showing inexhaustible creative power and talent, our working class has
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made miraculous achievements in socialist construction, and it is now
advancing at the head of the Chollima Movement of the entire people.

The peasants now participate in the collective socialist economy
and have freed themselves once and for all from centuries of
exploitation and poverty. Not only has the peasants’ position in the
society and in the economy changed, but their ideological
consciousness has altered considerably and their cultural level is rising
rapidly. Today our peasantry, a reliable ally of the working class, has
become a powerful force in socialist construction and is displaying a
high degree of patriotic enthusiasm in all spheres of political,
economic and cultural life.

Our intellectuals have also changed radically. Thanks to the patient
education by our Party and through struggles of revolution and
construction intellectuals from the old society have turned into
socialist intellectuals. At the same time, a large army of new
intellectuals from the working people has been trained. Today our
intellectuals serve the Party and the cause of the working class
faithfully and play a major role in socialist construction.

In our country now there are neither exploiting nor exploited
classes. Participating in the socialist economic system, all our people
have established comradely relationships with each other; they work
together in close cooperation for their common interests and
prosperity. The worker-peasant alliance has been further solidified on
the basis of socialism, the political and moral unity of the entire people
has become as strong as steel on the basis of that alliance.

Thus, our people’s power has established a firmer political
foundation than ever before.

So that the people’s power can function successfully, we must
steadily strengthen the state organs at various levels and constantly
improve the work of the state. During the period under review we took
a series of important measures designed to reorganize the work of these
organs in accordance with the new changing reality and to enhance
their role and functions in socialist construction.

With the complete triumph of socialist relations of production and
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after all branches of the national economy had been brought under the
state planning system, the most important tasks were to increase the
functions of the state organs, the local people’s committees in
particular, with regard to the management of the economy, and to raise
their level of planning. In the past, the people’s committees dealt
mainly with the private economy, and at most their role was to control
and adjust its development. The socialist economy, however, cannot be
guided in this way. The new situation required that the people’s
committees guide local industry and the rural economy in a planned
manner, and that they directly organize and administer the supply
services to the working people, educational and cultural work and city
administration. With a view to the people’s committees performing
successfully these economic-organizational and cultural-educational
functions, we reorganized the work of the people’s committees,
changing the former system of guiding the private economy into one of
guiding the socialist economy. Moreover, we further reinforced the
planning boards of the local people’s committees.

In addition, because industry was expanded on a gigantic scale and
local industry, in particular, had made great progress, the old system of
industrial management became incompatible with reality. In order to
bring the state organs’ guidance of industry closer to the local level and
to guarantee concrete and flexible guidance, it was necessary to relieve
the central ministries and bureaus of a large part of their responsibilities
and definitely strengthen the local organs of industrial management.
Hence, our Party saw to it that quite a few industrial enterprises,
formerly controlled directly by the central ministries and bureaus, were
transferred to the provinces and that provincial economic commissions
were set up to administer local industry and construction. Along with
this, we merged some central ministries and bureaus, greatly simplifying
their apparatus, and sent a large number of management and technical
personnel to work in the local areas. The reorganization of the industrial
management system has led to the strengthening of centralized, unified
guidance in industrial management and, at the same time, to the
enhancement of the role of the provinces and the further promotion of
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democracy. This reorganization enabled ministries and bureaus to
concentrate their efforts on the control over industrial enterprises of
national importance by freeing those central organs from cumbersome
paper work on the one hand, and on the other, it enabled them to
contribute to a more rapid development of local industry by reinforcing
the local bodies of industrial management. The establishment of
provincial economic commissions has widened the independence and
initiative of the provinces and made possible the more effective
exploitation of local sources of raw materials and all the reserves latent
in the outlying areas.

It is important in consolidating state organs to raise the guidance
level of the officials and improve their style of work.

In order to put an end to a situation in which the level of guidance of
our officials lagged behind economic development, we have both
intensified cadre formation and education and strengthened guidance
and assistance to lower organs by higher ones. At the same time, we
have constantly waged a vigorous struggle to eliminate bureaucracy and
establish the people-oriented method of work in state institutions at all
levels. Today, in all state organs, we have essentially corrected
bureaucratic and armchair work methods where officials simply sat at
their desks, collected complicated statistics and issued various orders. In
their place we are instituting the work method of going down to lower
level organizations, factories and enterprises to see how things are on the
spot and to give real assistance to the lower organ officials. In addition,
our officials in state and economic organs are acquiring a genuinely
people-oriented work style: they go among the masses and work with
them, during this time they instruct them on the Party lines and policies
and solve all problems by discussing them directly with the masses and
stimulating their enthusiasm and initiative.

As a result, the role and functions of the state organs at all levels in
building socialism have been further raised, the government organs
have begun to influence the people deeply, and broad sections of
working people are taking an active part in state affairs.

Comrades, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is the
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genuine homeland of all the Korean people and enjoys their unreserved
support and love. Ours is an authentic people’s state, which guarantees
not only political freedom and rights for the people, but also a happy
material and cultural life. Our state is most democratic and stable; it
was founded by the people; it is led by the working class; it relies on
the united, combined strength of all the people based on the
worker-peasant alliance; and it enlists the vast majority of our masses
of the people in the affairs of the state.

Our people see their future freedom and happiness in the prosperity
and development of the Republic and they have an unshakable faith in
its invincibility. Our working people have complete confidence that
they can build a paradise of socialism and communism on the soil of
their homeland, and they devote all their energy and talent to the
struggle for their country’s eternal prosperity. Our people are
staunchly determined to crush any imperialist invasion decisively, to
safeguard the independence and honour of their country and to reunify
their divided land, by further strengthening the political, economic and
military power of the Republic.

The prosperity and development of our Republic exert a powerful
revolutionary influence on the south Korean people who suffer under
the cruel oppression and exploitation of the US imperialists and their
henchmen. The striking contrast between the situation in north and
south Korea has led the south Korean people to realize even more
clearly that they can only enjoy real freedom and happiness when they
are completely freed from the yoke of foreign imperialism and when
the people take power into their own hands. The people in south Korea
see their bright future reflected in the prosperity and development of
our Republic; and they are gaining infinite energy and courage from its
growing might. Regarding our Republic as the mighty stronghold for
the country’s reunification, they fight ever more stubbornly against the
US imperialists and their lackeys.

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is exercising a
tremendous influence upon all Korean citizens abroad. Since they were
people without a country of their own, a great number of Koreans in
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the past were subjected to national discrimination and all sorts of
humiliation in foreign countries and they suffered from a complete
lack of rights and abject poverty. Today, however, as citizens of a
proud and independent state, they can claim their rights as well as
return to their homeland to live happily. Already tens of thousands of
our countrymen in Japan have returned to the Republic and settled
down, free from any inconvenience or worry, and still more of them
are coming home.

All these facts demonstrate that the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea, the glorious home of all the Korean people, has become the
banner of their freedom and happiness and that its influence continues
to grow.

For nearly half a century the Korean people were dispossessed of
their country. Today our people have a mighty country of their own, a
country in a period of unprecedented prosperity. Our people are
immensely proud of their motherland, the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, and consider it a high honour to be its citizens.

No force can break the strength of the Korean people or block their
march forward now that they have rallied under the banner of the
Republic.

I1. FAR-REACHING PROSPECTS

1. BASIC TASKS OF THE SEVEN-YEAR PLAN

Comrades,

Broad new horizons are opening up for our people who have
already achieved outstanding successes in building a new society.
With a victorious feeling of immense pride, with greater hope for the
future, all of our working people have set out to fulfil the Seven-Year
Plan for the Development of the National Economy. These seven years
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will mark a decisive period in the socialist construction of our country.

The fundamental tasks of the Seven-Year Plan are to carry out a
comprehensive technological reconstruction and the cultural
revolution, and to make radical improvements in the people’s living
conditions by relying on the triumphant socialist system. We must
carry out socialist industrialization, equip all branches of the national
economy with modern technology, and decisively raise the material
and cultural standards of the whole population. Thus, we will attain the
high peak of socialism.

In a brief period, our people, under the leadership of our Party, have
brought about historic changes in their society and economy and have
built a socialist system free from exploitation and oppression. But
these accomplishments are not enough to achieve the complete victory
of socialism. We must lay a firm material and technological foundation
for socialism by thoroughly industrializing the country and making the
technical revolution.

The technical revolution is a momentous revolutionary task which
will relieve our people, free of exploitation, from hard work, enable
them to produce more material wealth while working easily and ensure
them a richer and more cultured life. The technical revolution will
solve the most crucial question for the ultimate victory of new social
system in our country—a country which inherited backward productive
forces from the past.

With the fulfilment of the Five-Year Plan, our country took a big
step towards building an independent industry and technologically
reconstructing the national economy. But this means that we have
merely laid the basis for industrialization and taken only the initial
steps towards the technical revolution. Hence, the prime tasks of the
Seven-Year Plan are to realize socialist industrialization and
implement an all-round technical revolution in all spheres of the
national economy. We must continue to develop industry rapidly and
equip all branches of the national economy, including agriculture, with
modern technology, thus converting our country into a socialist
industrial country with modern industries and advanced agriculture.
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All-round technological reconstruction of the national economy
calls for more scientific and technical cadres and for high cultural and
technical standards on the part of the working people. The technical
and cultural revolutions are closely related, and without the latter we
can hardly expect to implement the former successfully. Although
significant results have been achieved in eliminating the country’s
cultural backwardness, in this field as well, revolution must be
continually pushed ahead. We must greatly expand the ranks of
scientific and technical cadres; we must see to it that all the working
people gain knowledge and skill in operating modern machinery
efficiently; and we must educate the coming generation so that they
will be well-rounded, capable builders of communism.

The object of socialist construction is, after all, to ensure a plentiful
and cultured life for all the people. Our Party removed the social source
of exploitation and poverty and developed the productive forces,
thereby solving the most basic problem in our people’s material life.
Now, our task is to raise their general standard of living to a level high
enough for a socialist society. During the first half of the Seven-Year
Plan we should direct our efforts to improving the working people’s
welfare. During the second half we should continue to pay serious
attention to this so that in six or seven years all the people can be
well-off in all respects.

Socialist construction in the northern half of Korea is the
determining factor for the nationwide victory of the Korean revolution.
The fulfilment of the Seven-Year Plan for the Development of the
National Economy will further develop the revolutionary base set up in
the northern half into an invincible force and be decisive in promoting
the peaceful reunification of the country. Completion of this plan will
not only lay an adequate foundation for the prosperous material and
cultural life of our people in the northern half. It will also consolidate
further the base of the independent national economy enough to
rehabilitate the devastated economy of south Korea and to relieve its
people from famine and poverty in the future.

In order to accomplish the historic tasks of the Seven-Year Plan
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successfully we must continue to follow the Party’s line of giving
priority to the growth of heavy industry, while, at the same time,
developing light industry and agriculture, and fully developing science
and culture. In the postwar period, even on the debris, we overcame all
difficulties to carry this line through, laid the foundation of the national
economy, further consolidated it, and markedly improved the material
and cultural life of the people. In the future as well, we must continue
to abide firmly by this line. Thus, we must effect an overall
technological renovation, bring about a flowering of national culture
and quickly raise the people’s standard of living.

For another great leap forward in socialist construction, we must
maintain the high speed of our advance and move ahead even more
rapidly. Our realities demand this, for the country still lags behind
economically and technologically; and the situation in our country
demands this, for its southern half continues to be occupied by the US
imperialists. Our people are now trying to speed up socialist
construction in the northern half of Korea with renewed effort. They
are filled with revolutionary will to rescue their brothers from a living
hell in south Korea as rapidly as possible.

We must consolidate the socialist system we have already won and
raise the communist consciousness of the working people even higher
so that all the people participate in the construction of socialism with
exalted spirits and continue the grand Chollima advance. All Party
members and working people must devote their full energy to master
new technology, arm themselves with advanced scientific knowledge,
sweep away everything obsolete and stagnant, create new norms and
records everywhere, and make uninterrupted innovation and continual
advance.

Therefore, it is incumbent on us to strengthen the power of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea in every possible way and
forge an even stronger unity of all the people of north and south Korea
around the Workers’ Party of Korea and the Government of the
Republic. In this way we will prepare powerful political and economic
forces for building a unified, independent, wealthy and strong Korea.
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2. INDUSTRY

The Seven-Year Plan envisages rapid quantitative and qualitative
progress in industry.

Total value of industrial output will increase annually by an average
of 18 per cent. By 1967 it will be about 3.2 times as great as in 1960,
representing 3.2-fold increase in the output of the means of production
and 3.1-fold in the output of consumer goods. Industrial production
will then surpass the prewar level more than 20 times, and far more
manufactured goods will be produced in one year than were produced
in the entire period of the last Five-Year Plan. This means that our
industry will continue to advance at Chollima speed and our country
will be industrialized in a short period of time.

The central task confronting industry in the Seven-Year Plan period
is to establish in our country an independent industrial system which is
developed in a many-sided way, has its own stable base of raw
materials and is fully equipped with the latest technology. This is to be
done by further perfecting the structure of industrial production and
reinforcing its technological foundation. Only this kind of industry will
make it possible to develop and utilize the rich and varied natural
resources of the country rationally, to effect the technological
reconstruction of the entire national economy, and to radically improve
the living conditions of our people.

Heavy industry will play the leading role in achieving
industrialization and promoting the people’s welfare.

The greatest efforts our Party has directed to developing heavy
industry have resulted in the establishment of the machine-building
industry and all the other key branches of heavy industry. But our
country’s heavy industry, which developed quickly in a short span, still
lacks a number of auxiliary branches and is inadequate in many
respects. We have built the skeleton of heavy industry, so to speak, but
we have not yet put enough flesh on it.
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Hence, the first important task before us is to fill the gaps in heavy
industry, put more flesh on its skeleton, and then expand its bases. To
this end, we must continue to re-equip and expand existing heavy
industry factories and equip them with new technology. At the same
time, we must build new, large-scale enterprises to produce and supply
all branches of the national economy with the machinery, equipment,
raw and other materials they need. During the Seven-Year Plan we
must rapidly develop the machine-building, chemical, fuel and power
and iron and steel industries; we must rebuild and better equip heavy
industry as a whole. Thus we should markedly increase the country’s
economic strength and enable our heavy industry to serve the
development of light industry and agriculture more effectively.

In order to ensure the rapid development of the national economy,
the first necessity is to expand and consolidate our fuel and power
bases. In particular, the electric power industry should be developed
ahead of other branches in order to accelerate the electrification of the
country, which is of great significance in technological progress.

Our Party’s policy for developing the power industry is to continue
to build large hydroelectric power stations by extensively tapping our
country’s rich waterpower resources and, simultaneously, to promote
the construction of thermoelectric power stations. Not only can we
build a thermoelectric power station in less time and at lower costs than
a hydroelectric power station; it will also allow us to guarantee a
regular supply of electricity during the dry season and to use power for
many purposes. Only by combining the construction of water and
thermal power stations in a rational way can we considerably increase
our generating capacity in a short period of time, eliminate the bias of
our power industry to hydraulic power, and thus qualitatively
consolidate the electric power bases.

During the period of the Seven-Year Plan, we should build many
new thermoelectric power stations as well as large hydroelectric ones
to increase power generating capacity by over 2,000,000 kw and bring
the total generating capacity to 3,300,000 to 3,500,000 kw.

An urgent problem in expanding our power bases is to produce our
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own generating equipment. This is, of course, a difficult job; but we
should try to domestically manufacture and supply, little by little,
complete sets of equipment for water and thermal power stations
including large-sized generators.

As for the fuel industry, in order to increase coal output rapidly, we
should concentrate investment on coal mines which have large
deposits and favourable mining conditions and should step up capital
construction so that the gangways of every coal mine are almost
completely lined with concrete. All the collieries should raise the level
of mechanization in every possible way and carry on a vigorous
movement for technical renovation beginning with the extensive
application of the hydraulic coal-cutting method. Thus, we should
increase annual coal output to 23,000,000 to 25,000,000 tons by the
end of the Seven-Year Plan.

The metal industry, particularly ferrous metallurgy, is of
tremendous significance in speeding up the technological
reconstruction of the national economy and reinforcing the foundation
of the country’s independent economy. Unless we produce and supply
a large quantity of iron materials, it will be impossible to manufacture
lots of machinery and equipment and carry out large-scale
construction.

We should re-equip and expand existing iron and steel works and
make better use of different metallurgical facilities. We should begin
extensive construction to develop the Kim Chaek Iron Works so that
within the next ten years it will be a steel producing centre with an
annual capacity of 3,000,000 tons. The first stage of the project must
be to create an annual output capacity of 1,800,000 tons during the
Seven-Year Plan. In addition, a new steel plant should be built to
process the ore dust abundant on the west coast.

Thus, towards the end of the Seven-Year Plan the annual output of
pig and granulated iron should reach 2,200,000 to 2,500,000 tons,
steel-2,200,000 to 2,500,000 tons, and rolled steel-1,600,000 to
1,800,000 tons. At the same time, we should direct our efforts to
expanding the variety of steel materials and, in particular, to
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developing the production of alloy steel.

In nonferrous metallurgy we will expand the production capacity of
the existing smelteries and will build rolling mills for nonferrous
metals so that domestic products meet the demands for various
nonferrous rolled goods.

We should pay great attention to the production of light metals.
First of all, we should process nephelite in a comprehensive way and
thus produce our own aluminium for industrial use.

To meet the growing demands of the metal industry for various
ores, we should expand existing mines, improve their technological
equipment and develop more new mines during the Seven-Year Plan.

At the same time, we should step up geological prospecting in every
way. We should produce and supply this field with more equipment
and materials and set up enough laboratories and assaying centres,
while at the same time placing more emphasis on training specialists in
this field.

One of the most important tasks under the Seven-Year Plan is the
large-scale development of the chemical industry.

The development of the chemical industry will not only accelerate
technical progress in the national economy but also play an important
role in ensuring the varied and more effective use of domestic natural
resources. From those resources available in our country the chemical
industry obtains substitutes for those not available. It also provides us
with different kinds of synthetic materials, with properties far superior
to those of natural materials, for production and construction. We must
meet our raw material needs by chemical synthesis, particularly
because in our country whose arable land is limited, agriculture cannot
supply light industry with sufficient raw materials. That is why our
Party attaches great importance to the development of the chemical
industry—among others, the organic synthetic industry—and to
chemicalization for the national economy.

To begin with, we must increase production of artificial fibre
considerably and build a large vinalon factory and a vichlon factory,
thus completely solving the problem of raw materials for textile fibres.
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We should quickly increase the production of synthetic resins,
including vinyl chloride, and build a new base of the chemical industry
so that it can mass-produce synthetic rubber.

In order to supply the countryside with larger quantities of various
chemical fertilizers and to increase the production of agricultural
chemicals such as insecticides and weed killers, and urea, we should
expand and strengthen the bases of the chemical industry concerned.

Thus, towards the end of the Seven-Year Plan, the annual output of
artificial and synthetic fibres should reach 80,000 to 100,000 tons,
synthetic resins—60,000 to 70,000 tons, and synthetic rubber—15,000 to
20,000 tons. The output of chemical fertilizers should increase to
1,500,000 to 1,700,000 tons. Along with this, we should build an oil
refinery that will, in its first stage, process 1,000,000 tons of crude oil
in the Aoji region. We will then meet the main domestic demands for
chemicals in industry and agriculture and will make a major stride
forward in chemicalization for the national economy.

The acid and alkali industries, the foundation of the chemical
industry, should be developed and the pharmaceutical industry should
be expanded so that we can meet our requirements for medicines and
veterinary drugs with goods produced at home.

The whole Seven-Year Plan period is one of overall technical
revolution in all branches of the national economy. If we fail to
develop the machine-building industry quickly and thus manufacture
and supply enough modern machinery and equipment, we will not be
able to take even a single step forward. The solution of all problems of
technological renovation, such as mechanization and automation of
production processes, electrification and chemicalization, depends,
after all, on the development of the machine-building industry.

We must satisfy the demand for mining machinery, metallurgical
and chemical equipment, electrical machinery and other equipment for
heavy industry, various types of light industry equipment, construction
machinery and transport equipment. In particular, we should produce
large quantities of tractors and other farm machinery, ships and other
kinds of fishing equipment to mechanize our backward agriculture and
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fisheries. This requires expanding the existing machine-building
plants, reinforcing their technological equipment, and creating new
bases for the machine-building industry.

Our machine-designing capability should be significantly increased
so that more various new types of machinery and equipment including
heavy machinery and precision machines are devised and manufactured.
In particular, we should rapidly step up the production of various kinds
of meters, electron tubes and weak-current apparatus for the
technological progress and automation of the national economy.

Careful attention should be paid to technical renovation in the
machine-building industry—active application of advanced casting
methods in the production of materials, extensive introduction of
stamping methods along with cutting, and the application of
assembly-line or serial production methods in processing and
assembling machines.

We must also introduce extensive specialization and cooperation in
production by relying on the foundations of the machine-building
industry we have already created. We must eliminate labour and iron
wastage and raise the quality of produced machinery considerably by
specializing in the production of castings, forgings and spare parts.

The building-materials industry must be developed systematically
to ensure the success of the large-scale construction works envisaged
in the Seven-Year Plan.

We should expand cement factories and build new ones so that
cement output can reach 4,000,000 to 4,500,000 tons in 1967. We
should also take measures to work stone and weathered granite, and
make wide use of local materials in construction.

To achieve maximum economy in iron and timber we must
construct new building-materials factories that utilize wood-shaving
and wood-fibre boards, synthetic resins and the like. We should build
or expand sanitary ware factories, tarred paper mills, and plants which
turn out various kinds of fittings.

In order to raise the level of industrialization in construction we
should continuously expand the production of structural components
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and start making them both large and light.

One of the important tasks facing industry is to satisfy the
increasing demands of the working people for consumer goods. Our
country’s light industry is as a whole still unsatisfactory. During the
years of the Seven-Year Plan, we should bring about a radical
development of light industry on the basis of the priority growth of
heavy industry.

In the production of consumer goods, our Party will continue to
pursue a policy of simultaneously carrying forward the
centrally-controlled industry which is technologically rather complex
and to be developed on a large scale and local industry to be developed
on a medium or small scale with the use of locally available raw
materials. Many new large light industries must be built and existing
enterprises rebuilt or expanded. In particular, measures should be taken
to replace gradually the handicraft techniques still used in local
industry with modern technology.

The most important problem in light industry is to extend the
variety of products and radically improve their quality. We should
exploit all our resources and possibilities and produce a wide variety of
higher-quality consumer goods necessary in the daily life of the
working people. We should catch up with the advanced countries soon
in the quality of light industry products.

Considering the fact that cotton cultivation is extremely limited in
our country, we should concentrate efforts in the textile industry on
producing fabrics from vinalon, staple fibre, artificial silk and other
chemical fibres, and linen. The output of silk and woolen fabrics
should also increase rapidly. Doing these things we should raise the
annual capacity for textile production to 300 million metres in the first
half of the Seven-Year Plan and to 400 to 500 million metres by 1967.
The entire population will then be supplied with various kinds of cloth
in sufficient quantities and the clothing problem will be solved
satisfactorily.

In order to produce and supply enough kraft paper and cardboard, to
say nothing of the paper necessary in the people’s daily life, we should
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extensively develop the paper industry. We should build big paper
mills in areas where pulp wood is abundant, and at the same time set up
and put into operation many medium and small ones which will make
use of different kinds of locally available raw materials.

We must also develop the rubber industry to satisfy the demands of
the national economy and the people for rubber products and rapidly
expand the production of daily necessities made from synthetic resins.
As regards footwear, the production of shoes from real and simulated
leather should be gradually increased to replace rubber shoes. We
should produce all kinds of household goods, including electrical
appliances for daily use, and writing materials in large quantities. We
should produce and supply enough of the different kinds of furniture
the working people need in their homes.

We should continue to develop the food industry rapidly in order to
meet our working people’s needs and to lessen the burden of women in
the home. Maize-processing factories should be expanded on a large
scale. We should build or expand factories and processing plants, to
provide soy and bean paste, edible oils and bean curd, meat and fish.
Their production capacity should be markedly increased.

Our country borders on the sea on three sides; thus, the proper
exploitation of marine resources is very important in improving the
people’s standard of living. We should continue to direct great efforts
and more funds to this field to bring a marked increase in our catch. By
the final year of the Seven-Year Plan, products from the sea should
reach 1,000,000 to 1,200,000 tons.

It is necessary to mechanize all our existing boats and build many
large fishing vessels to create conditions for deep-sea fishing in
addition to inshore fishing. Fishing boats should be fully equipped with
communications gear, shoal detectors, and up-to-date fishing tackle for
scientific fishing.

We should recondition our existing ports and put them in good
order. New fishing ports should be built and the fishing grounds
continuously expanded. We should improve facilities for processing
marine products and effect technological renovation in this area.
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In order to develop fresh-water fish breeding and sea plant and fish
culture in shallow seas, nurseries should be set up in all areas; and we
should also adequately supply them with the necessary materials.

The organization and economy of fishing cooperatives should be
further strengthened. To ensure a sufficient supply of necessary
materials, we should expand factories producing fishing materials and
improve their supply system.

To improve the supply of seafood to the population, refrigeration
plants should be established in cities, the number of refrigerator cars
should be increased and refrigerators should also be installed in ocean
freighters.

In this way, we will continue to develop heavy and light industry at
a high rate during the period of the Seven-Year Plan. We will thus
provide different kinds of materials, machinery, equipment and
consumer goods necessary for the overall technical reconstruction of
the national economy and for a radical improvement in the people’s
standard of living. Our industry will become modern, developed and
diversified, and this will further reinforce the foundations of the
independent economy of our country.

3. AGRICULTURE

The central task confronting agriculture in the period of the
Seven-Year Plan is farm mechanization and a further increase in farm
production by accelerating technical reconstruction.

At present it is of the utmost importance in the technical revolution of
our country to replace outdated agro-technology with up-to-date
machine technology. With the completion of socialist cooperativization,
mechanization of agriculture is indispensable to further developing
productive forces in agriculture and consolidating the cooperative
economy. Only when agriculture is equipped with modern machinery
will it keep pace steadily with the rapidly developing industry and will it
be possible to ease the peasants’ work and make their life full.
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We should throw all our efforts into speeding up the mechanization
of agriculture. Farm machine stations should be increased so that every
county may have its own, and the number of tractors, lorries and
different farm machines should be significantly increased. The number
of tractors in terms of 15 hp units should be raised from the present
13,000 to more than 80,000 by 1967.

What is important in agricultural mechanization is the rational
distribution of large, medium, and small tractors and lorries according
to geographical conditions and their use in coordination with various
farm machines. Only in this way can we carry out the all-round
mechanization of the whole countryside-from plains to remote
mountain areas—and mechanize all major farm work such as
ploughing, sowing, furrowing and weeding, harvesting and threshing
as well as livestock breeding and transport.

At the same time, we should make further successes in irrigation.
Because of our country’s climatic conditions, we get the stablest and
highest yields from the cultivation of rice. The area of paddy fields
should be expanded to 700,000 hectares, and that of irrigated dry fields
should also increase during the Seven-Year Plan. In areas along the
east coast we should continue our work in afforestation and water
conservation, to prevent flood damage, such as river improvement,
reservoir and river-dike projects.

Our Party will continue to follow the policy of giving preference to
grain production and simultaneously developing the cultivation of
industrial crops, stockbreeding, fruit growing and sericulture.

The solution of the grain problem is one of the most fundamental
tasks in socialist construction. Without a decisive increase in grain
production it is impossible to supply enough food to the people and
further develop other branches of agriculture. We should direct our
main efforts to grain production and, on this basis, develop a
diversified agriculture.

In our country with its limited amount of farmland, we must reclaim
more new land by transforming nature; we must conserve existing
land, and improve and utilize it more effectively. The systematic
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expansion of land under cultivation constitutes an important guarantee
for a rapid increase in grain production and an all-round development
of agriculture. Based on a far-reaching programme to obtain another
million hectares of land within the next ten years, we must continue to
vigorously push ahead with the magnificent projects for transforming
nature to reclaim tidelands along the west coast, hills all over the
country, and plateaus such as Pochon and Paegam. Thus, we have to
ensure that during the Seven-Year Plan period 500,000 more hectares
of land is ploughed to bring the total area of cultivated land to
2,500,000 hectares.

Along with this, the total sown area should be markedly expanded
by an extensive introduction of the double-cropping system and by
raising the utilization of our farmlands.

In our country the key to increasing grain yields lies in raising the
per-unit-area yield by developing advanced methods of intensive
farming.

We should take all available measures to raise crop yields—active
soil improvement, deep ploughing, planting of high-yielding seeds,
sufficient watering and manuring, weeding, and prevention of blight
and harmful insects.

In particular, we should pay close attention to the chemicalization
of agriculture. Improving land fertility, stimulating crop growing,
weeding and killing harmful insects—all this should be done by
chemical methods. Only when -chemicalization, coupled with
mechanization, is effected in the countryside can we ease difficult and
toilsome labour, farm intensively with less manpower, and decisively
increase our yields.

We must take all these economic and technical measures in order to
increase the total annual output of grain to the 6,000,000-ton mark by
the end of the Seven-Year Plan. Such a rise will not only enable our
country to solve the food problem definitively but also to lay a firm
foundation for the speedy development of all branches of agriculture.

While increasing grain production, we must concentrate on
cultivating cotton, flax and other fibre crops, various oil-bearing crops,
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tobacco, sugar beets, insam and hops, all on suitable soil and raise their
yields in order to provide industry with raw materials; and we should
also boost our production of vegetables to supply more of them to the
urban population.

One of the major tasks of agriculture during the period of the
Seven-Year Plan is to make a marked advance in stockbreeding. We
should continue to consolidate the foundations of stockbreeding which
we have so far built up with great effort, do away with historical
backwardness in stockbreeding, and further increase the output of meat
and other animal products.

To increase meat and milk production rapidly during this period,
we must raise the number of pigs to over 3 million and of cattle to one
million. Grazing animals such as goats and rabbits must be raised in
greater numbers, while strenuous efforts should be made to obtain milk
cows from cows no longer needed for farm work because of the
progress in the mechanization of agriculture. Sheep breeding should be
widely introduced on the plains as well as in the mountainous areas so
as to sharply increase the output of wool and poultry farming should
also continue to develop.

Our consistent policy for raising livestock is to lay the main
emphasis on stockbreeding by the state and joint stockbreeding by the
agricultural cooperatives, parallel to stockbreeding development as a
sideline of cooperative members. Each cooperative, while steadily
developing its joint stockbreeding, should supply young pedigree stock
to its members, and all peasant households should take part in a
wide-scale movement for raising pigs, rabbits, chickens and ducks.

The creation of reliable bases for fodder is of prime importance in
stockbreeding. In order to solve this question, we should grow fodder
extensively as a semi-annual crop on rice paddies and dry fields and
actively push ahead with the creation of fodder fields and pastures
wherever possible—at the foot of mountains, in valleys, on hillsides,
and so on.

We should improve the breeding stock, steadily improve the raising
and care of animals, take decisive steps to prevent death from diseases
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by strengthening our work against epizootics, and raise animal
productivity considerably.

It is of great significance in the development of the national
economy to make comprehensive and effective use of the mountains
which cover nearly 80 per cent of our country’s land area. Mountains
can be utilized not only to develop lumber production and livestock
farming; they are also very important for advancing fruit growing,
sericulture and for meeting industrial needs for various raw materials
by creating economically valuable forests.

The Seven-Year Plan envisages the extensive development of fruit
growing. The area for fruit trees in our country must be increased to
300,000 to 350,000 hectares by creating over 200,000 hectares of
orchards through the reclamation of hillsides. At the same time, the
fruit-bearing area must be rapidly expanded by properly nursing young
trees. In this way, we should produce 500,000 tons of fruit in 1967, so
that the population will be supplied with different kinds of fruit in all
seasons.

Sericulture must be further developed to produce more silk fabrics of
high quality. The area of mulberry fields must be increased to 100,000
hectares by adding 40,000 hectares of mulberry groves on hillsides, and
the per-hectare yields of mulberry leaves and cocoons must be raised by
improving the fertilization and care of mulberry trees. The groves for
breeding tussah worms and the area with castor bean must be expanded,
and advanced methods of breeding widely applied.

The work of converting forests with little value into ones with
economic value, such as those that provide raw materials for fibre and
oil, must also be carried on in a farsighted and planned way. We should
plant trees that grow quickly, such as poplars and white ashes,
everywhere, in the fields and on the hillsides, so as to ensure raw
materials for pulp in a short amount of time. We should plant
paulownias, walnut, black walnut, chestnut and pine nut trees to be
used in the future as raw materials for light industry. In order to
provide trees that will be used to create forests with economic value,
priority must be given to saplings and an all-people movement for
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afforestation must be enthusiastically launched.

The Seven-Year Plan envisages full-scale development of
agricultural production and, at the same time, continued large-scale
rural construction.

We must readjust paddy and non-paddy fields, build roads and
bridges and erect a greater number of homes, schools, hospitals and
other cultural and public service establishments. In order to ensure
construction on such a vast scale, the state will supply the necessary
machines, equipment and materials and render technical assistance. For
rural construction we also need to make an active use of local materials
as well as the financial resources of agricultural cooperatives.

The rapid development of agriculture and the successful fulfilment
of rural construction will completely eliminate all traces of the age-old
poverty and backwardness of our countryside, turn it into a modern and
cultured rural society, and radically promote the well-being of the
peasants.

4. TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS

The rapid growth of the national economy requires a marked
increase in freight haulage during the period of the Seven-Year Plan. It
is impossible to satisfy our growing transport demands without speedy
development of railway, water and road transport.

It is important, first of all, to strengthen the material and
technological basis of railway transport and to expand its traffic
capacity in every possible way.

The Phyongsan-Pokgye and Chongjin-Rajin lines should be
completed, and the narrow-gauge railway that still exists in South
Hwanghae Province should be replaced by a standard-gauge line.

Electrification of railways clearly helps increase their economic
efficiency and modern operation. Electrification will cut fuel
consumption to one-fifth, save manpower greatly in transport, and
nearly double traffic capacity. The Pyongyang-Chongjin,
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Pyongyang-Sinuiju, Pyongyang-Kaesong, and Huichon-Koin lines
should be electrified during the Seven-Year Plan so as to complete the
basic electrification of the major trunk lines.

Furthermore, the production capacity of railway factories must be
improved to provide the railways with sufficient electric locomotives,
freight cars, passenger coaches and all other necessary machinery and
materials.

Thus, by strengthening technological equipment and at the same
time improving the utilization of the rolling stock, railway freight
turnover should be increased to 75 million tons by 1967.

In order to ease the strain on railway transport and to ensure
smoother freight haulage for the national economy, water transport
should be extensively developed. Vessels should be built for sea and
river transport in order to raise water transport capacity considerably.
In particular, to keep up with the expansion of foreign trade, measures
should be taken for long-distance ocean shipping. In addition, major
ports on the east and west coasts should be put in good condition.

To raise road transport capacity, we should vigorously push
forward the repairs and building of roads and bridges; roads should be
paved on a large scale in those areas where traffic is heavy, and the
utilization of motor vehicles and trailers should be greatly increased.

In the communications field, we should complete the telephone
networks between county and ri and increase the automatic exchange
capacity in all cities. The wire broadcasting network will be expanded
so that broadcasting facilities can be installed in every rural ri. At the
same time, we should greatly increase the output to strengthen radio
broadcasting and begin television broadcasting.

5. DEVELOPMENT OF SCIENCE AND CULTURE

All-round technical reconstruction of the national economy
demands marked progress in all branches of science. Science plays an
increasingly important role in the development of productive forces,
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and only by crossing the frontiers of science can we achieve high
labour productivity and ensure a complete victory for socialism.

We must opportunely solve the urgent scientific and technical
problems arising in the practical socialist construction. We must
constantly assimilate the advanced scientific achievements of
progressive mankind and raise all our country’s science up to
international levels in the near future.

The fundamental task confronting our country’s science at present
is to serve the technical revolution in a positive way.

We face a number of difficult, complex tasks of technological
renovation; to mechanize all branches of the national economy,
including agriculture; to introduce comprehensive mechanization and
automation in certain sectors; to push ahead with electrification
throughout the country, and so on. To fulfil these tasks successfully,
we should systematically invent various kinds of machinery and
equipment suitable for our country’s actual conditions, design both
highly-efficient automatic machines and equipment for automation,
and investigate rational methods of automation.

The force of science should be harnessed to investigate the
country’s natural resources and study how to use them effectively. At
the same time, it should work towards establishing a self-supporting
industrial system based on domestic natural resources.

Above all, it is very important to develop the ferrous metal industry
by relying on domestic fuel sources. Instead of crying about the lack of
coking coal, we must study methods of manufacturing iron with
anthracite that is abundant in our country. For this purpose, we must
perfect the reduced pellet process and the continuous production
process of steel making with granulated iron as soon as possible.

It is also essential to speed up chemicalization of the national
economy using domestic resources and save as much electric power as
possible in our chemical processes. To this end, we should advance the
research and widely introduce the results of the gasification of
anthracite in the synthesis of ammonia and other branches of the
chemical industry, in metallurgy and in other spheres of the national
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economy. We should also complete the tasks of producing carbide by
the oxygen heat treatment and of carbonizing lignite at high
temperatures. Furthermore, we should continuously promote research
to develop the synthetic fibre and synthetic resin industries and to
industrialize synthetic rubber production. The raw materials for these
industries are anthracite and limestone, buried in inexhaustible
quantities all over the country.

We must open new fields of science, introduce the Ilatest
achievements of science and technology throughout the national
economy, and actively develop the important arecas of the basic
sciences.

Research work for introducing atomic energy into production
should be carried out under a far-reaching programme. Radioisotopes
and radiation should be widely applied in various fields, including
industry and agriculture. We should carry out profound studies of
supersonic waves and high frequency electronics, efficiently apply
these technologies in production and construction, and introduce the
production of semiconductor materials using domestic raw materials
as well as extend the range of their application. We should devote
proper attention to the development of electronics which is of great
importance in the national economy. Work in basic sciences such as
mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, etc., should be improved
decisively so as to contribute to the solution of technical problems that
come up in all spheres of the national economy.

A number of urgent tasks which will ensure high agricultural yields
and help to develop stockbreeding should be carried out. In order to
guarantee better health and longer life for the working people, we
should intensify medical research work to develop traditional Korean
medicine, along with modern medicine, and to work out a theoretical
systematization of the folk cures bequeathed to us by our ancestors.

Our Party and people have already accumulated a wealth of
valuable experience in the revolutionary transformation of society and
economic and cultural construction. Social science should provide
theoretical generalization of this experience, thoroughly explain and
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propagate the Party’s lines and policies on the basis of
Marxism-Leninism, and make a complete study of the Party’s
revolutionary traditions and the nation’s cultural heritage. At the same
time, the new social and economic problems raised in socialist
construction should be solved rapidly to help the growth of the national
economy. In particular, social scientists should make a profound study
of south Korea’s current economy and culture and collectively
elaborate ways for rehabilitating and developing them in the future.

An important thing in the cultural revolution is to increase the
general and technical knowledge of the working people. Without this
we cannot accomplish the technical revolution or achieve the complete
victory of socialism.

Our tasks in the field of education are to arm the working masses
firmly with accurate information and a correct viewpoint on nature and
society and to raise their cultural and technical standards. The public
educational establishments should educate and train the children and
the youth in the latest achievements of science and culture and also in
the communist world outlook by increasing the contact between school
and practical life and combining education closely with productive
labour. In this way we should bring up the younger generation to be a
new kind of people who are loyal to the Party and the revolution and
are well-rounded in their development. Thus we should steadily
replenish the ranks of cultured and conscious working people in our
society.

Based on the successful enforcement of compulsory secondary
education, nine-year compulsory technical education should be fully
introduced during the period of the Seven-Year Plan. Going over to
universal compulsory technical education means a further
development of the socialist education system. It marks an epochal
change in the work of training the younger generation to be capable
builders of communism.

Today, with the technical revolution taking place throughout all
branches of the national economy, the need for technical personnel is
greater than ever before. Progress will stop unless our training of
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technical personnel keeps pace with the high rate of development of
the productive forces and of the technical revolution in the country.

To meet the present and future demands of the national economy
for technical personnel, we must, during the Seven-Year Plan, train
460,000 assistant engineers and junior specialists and strengthen
higher education to train about 180,000 engineers and specialists.
Especially we should concentrate our training of specialists for areas
where they are badly needed, such as machine-building, electricity,
chemistry, geology, transport, light industry, fisheries, farming, animal
husbandry and public health.

One of our Party’s consistent policies is to develop a system of
various forms of higher education which permits working people to
study without leaving their productive activity, in conjunction with the
regular system of higher education. In particular, we should greatly
increase factory colleges, whose advantages we know by experience,
and which train a large number of competent working-class technical
cadres who are versed in both theory and practice.

By strengthening adult education and putting into operation the
system of learning technology and skills in productive enterprises on a
regular basis, the cultural and technical level of the working people
should be radically raised and the Party’s call for everyone to acquire
more than one technical skill should be put into practice.

Literature and art play an important role in the communist
education of the masses of the people. Writers and artists are entrusted
with the important responsibility of portraying the real heroes of both
our revolution and the building of a new life, thereby educating people
in the ideas of the Party and the working class.

The most important thing of all is to describe our reality vividly—a
reality in which miracles are performed everywhere, everyone is
being remoulded into a new, communist type of man and the grand
Chollima advance is on—and to create typical images of the Chollima
riders, the heroes of our time. Today our life glows with the
indomitable will and optimistic passion of the working people for
building a new society faster, and it provides countless beautiful
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stories which contain unlimited love for man and collectivist
morality. Writers and artists should penetrate deeply into our
valuable life and produce fine literary and artistic works that make an
active contribution to remoulding the people’s ideas and inspiring the
masses to the revolutionary cause.

Furthermore, by creating images of the communist fighters who
waged the long, difficult struggle to liberate the motherland and win the
revolution, they should continue to raise their standards in educating our
generation in the high revolutionary spirit of these fighters.

The characteristic features of the best literary and artistic works lie
in the high ideological content and artistic value which conform with
the demands of the times and the people’s aspirations. Such valuable
works can be produced only on the basis of socialist realism, the only
correct method of creative expression at the present time.

There is not the slightest room in our society for bourgeois
literature and art which run counter to the revolution and hinder the
advancement of the people, and we have infinite possibilities now to
explore revolutionary literature and art which will serve the workers
and peasants. Writers and artists should wage a resolute struggle
against all the poisons spread by reactionary bourgeois literature and
art, and they should devote all their talent and creative zeal to enrich
our Red literature and art, making them more militant.

Literature and art can only touch people’s hearts and evoke love
when the socialist content is correctly bound up with the varied and
ingenious forms characteristic of our nation. We should incorporate
and develop the traditions of our brilliant national art so that all the
beautiful and progressive contributions of our ancestors can burst into
full bloom in our time.

We should energetically develop mass cultural work, search out the
talent among our people, and bring this talent into full play so that the
working people themselves can participate in literary and artistic
activities and enjoy art as much as they want wherever they are.

We will turn our country into an advanced socialist state with
modern science and a developed culture by thoroughly carrying out all
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the tasks that arise in the course of the cultural revolution.

6. IMPROVEMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S
STANDARD OF LIVING

Under the socialist system, solicitude for man is the supreme
principle. Under this system technology advances and production
grows steadily, thus promoting the material and cultural well-being of
all working people. This principle of socialism is strikingly expressed
in the Seven-Year Plan for the Development of the National Economy.

An important task before our Party is to radically improve the
people’s standard of living in the shortest possible time on the basis of
a thoroughgoing technological innovation and a great upsurge in
production.

The Seven-Year Plan envisages a 2.7-fold increase in the national
income which will surpass the prewar level 9 times in 1967.

We will adjust accumulation and consumption so that we may
correctly relate the future development of the national economy to the
satisfaction of the people’s immediate requirements, and combine the
interests of the whole society with the personal interests of the working
people. In the future as well, we will continue to allot a large
proportion of the national income to popular consumption, while
ensuring the steady growth of accumulation.

The real income of factory and office workers is expected to rise 1.7
times during the period of the Seven-Year Plan. During the same time
the number of factory and office workers will grow 1.5 times. The
number of members of factory and office workers’ families who take
jobs will continue to increase, and real per-family income will more
than double in seven years. The peasants’ real income will also
increase more than two times during the same period, which will bring
their general living standard up to the level of former well-to-do
middle peasants.

We should achieve a more rational wage scale for the workers in all
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branches of the economy and an even increase in the income of
peasants in different areas. At the same time, we should, as we have
always done, correctly adhere to the principle of raising
proportionately the general living standard of factory and office
workers and of the peasants.

Our Party envisages the abolition of taxes levied on the population
at the earliest possible date.

At the moment the overwhelming majority of our state’s revenue is
obtained from accumulation in socialist state enterprises. Tax revenue
from the population is negligible. We will be in a position in these very
days to abolish taxes completely now that necessary funds for
economic and cultural construction can come entirely from state
accumulation.

By abolishing the income tax on factory and office workers and the
agricultural tax in kind on the peasants, we will finally eliminate the
tax system, a legacy of the old society; we will completely free the
working people from the burden of all taxes, thus raising their real
income still more. This can be translated into reality only by a Party of
communists who regard the promotion of the working people’s
well-being as the law governing their activities. This is possible only
under the socialist system where the working people themselves have
become the masters of the country.

In line with the rise in the working people’s income, we should
increase the supply of commodities and further develop public
catering.

The turnover of retail trade in town and countryside is expected to
grow 3.2 times during the period of the Seven-Year Plan.

A marked change is also expected in the composition of commodity
distribution. Now that the problems of food, clothing and housing have
been basically solved, the working people demand foodstuffs and
clothes of higher quality and different kinds of articles for cultural use
in greater quantities. We should solve the problem of providing
sufficient cooking oil and fish in the shortest possible time and increase
noticeably the supply of vegetables, meat, milk and eggs. The sale of
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overcoat and suit materials and various other fabrics, underwear and
shoes as well as sewing machines, electrical appliances for home use,
radios, refrigerators, bicycles, furniture and a wide range of daily
necessities should also be sharply increased.

We should decisively modernize our commerce and improve
service by expanding the trade network, further modernizing its
facilities, packing and delivering commodities properly, setting up
night-service shops or mobile stalls, etc.

The number of different kinds of restaurants should be increased,
and the quality of public catering should improve. Food stores should
prepare a great variety of supplementary foods for the convenience of
the working people.

At the same time, we should provide more public service
establishments, such as laundries, public baths, barbershops and
hotels, and furnish them in a modern way, thus giving better service to
the working people.

Construction of new homes should be undertaken on a large scale to
find better solutions to our working people’s housing problem.

New flats for 600,000 households will be built in cities and
workers’ districts during the period of the Seven-Year Plan. Standard
designing should be developed to build more attractive, modern and
convenient homes. In big cities, central heating systems should be
gradually introduced.

The Seven-Year Plan also envisages the construction of 600,000
modern houses in the rural areas. To carry out this vast construction
successfully, the state should organize a rural construction corps in
each county which will follow a long-range programme to build
convenient, comfortable dwellings for the peasants. This will enable an
overwhelming majority of the rural inhabitants in the next few years to
move from old thatched houses into new, modern homes.

Additional benefits to the working people from state budgetary
expenditures will grow on a huge scale.

Increased expenditure on social security will make it possible to
pay more subsidies and pensions and enable a greater number of
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working people to enjoy free vacations at the state-owned rest homes,
relaxation centres and camps.

Increased state expenditures for the development of education,
culture and public health will further enhance the people’s cultured life.
In the last year of the Seven-Year Plan, the total enrolment in schools at
all levels in our country will reach over 3,100,000, of which more than
220,000 will be university students. We can easily imagine what
enormous expenses the state will have to bear to give free education to
so many students and even grant state stipends to the students in colleges
and universities. Such state expenditures, together with expenditures for
other social and cultural needs, are designed solely for the welfare of our
factory workers, office workers and peasants.

In our social system nothing is more precious than man. We must
keep developing the public health service so as to protect man’s life
and promote the working people’s health. Public hospitals in the
cities and counties and the clinics in each ri should be expanded and
have more doctors so that the section doctor system, an advanced
medical service, may be put into practice in the near future. At the
same time, we should set up more maternity homes, children’s
hospitals, and hospitals for tuberculosis and other specialized
hospitals in various places, and build more sanatoria in the vicinity of
our major hot springs and spas. In the sphere of public health the line
of preventive medicine should be firmly maintained, and sanitation
and anti-epidemic work should be carried out regularly and
vigorously in urban and rural areas.

We should build more nursery schools and kindergartens and
radically improve their work in order to take the best care of our children,
the hope of the future, and make life more convenient for mothers.

Thus, we must make sure that all the working men and women
work with great facility and lead a rich and cultured life.

Comrades,

The Seven-Year Plan for the Development of the National
Economy is the most far-reaching, long-term plan in the history of our
country. It is a grandiose blueprint of economic and cultural
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construction for the prosperity and progress of the homeland and for
the happiness of the people. This vast plan which envisages a high rate
of economic development reflects the requirements of the situation in
our country and fully accords with the aspirations of our people.

When the Seven-Year Plan is fulfilled, our country will have grown
stronger than ever before, and our society will take on a new appearance.

Towards the end of the Seven-Year Plan we will have a developed
socialist industry which will always be capable of providing all sectors
of the national economy with new and more efficient machines and
equipment and will be able to meet the requirements of all the people
satisfactorily. We will also transform our country’s nature on a large
scale and equip agriculture with modern machines and technology,
bringing in a big harvest every year. Our towns and countryside will be
more beautifully built up, and all aspects of our people’s life will
become bountiful, modern and more enjoyable.

The fulfilment of the Seven-Year Plan will have a deep-going
influence upon the general situation in our country. Our revolutionary
base in the northern half of Korea will become an impregnable fortress,
and the foundation of the national economy for the reunification and
future prosperity of the country will gain strength. This will greatly
inspire the people in south Korea to the struggle for freedom and a new
life.

To realize the grand programme of socialist construction presented
by the Party, it is necessary to introduce continual technological
renovations in all fields of the national economy, fully mobilize all our
resources, and enforce a system of strict economy.

We should decisively raise labour productivity throughout the
economy by promoting technical development, raising the level of
technology and skills of the working people, and by constantly
improving the organization of labour while cultivating a communist
attitude towards work among the people.

At the same time, we must systematically cut production and
construction costs by utilizing the means of labour more effectively, by
economizing on electricity, coal, metals, timber and other materials in
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every way, and by reducing non-productive expenditures.

All the working people should always lead an intense and simple
life, combat extravagance and depravity of every kind, and actively tap
all potentialities for building socialism.

To hasten the complete victory of socialism all Party members and
working people should eagerly study science and technology, work
against time with an ever-growing zeal, strive to increase the quantity
and quality of our products and carry out construction more quickly.

There is no height which cannot be conquered if only we continue
to advance the great Chollima Movement of our time and carry through
the general line of the Party.

The triumphant socialist system, revealing greater advantages
every day, gives a strong impetus to the development of the country’s
productive forces. The foundation we have already laid for an
independent economy has inexhaustible potential.

All the workers, peasants and intellectuals are rallied more firmly
than ever before around our Party that is leading them to happiness and
glory, and they are firmly convinced that a bright future and victory
will be theirs.

Our people never stop pushing forward at the speed of Chollima
along the path to socialism. Just as they have successfully laid the
foundations of socialism by overcoming all difficulties and trials, they
will undoubtedly win another splendid victory in the new battle to
execute the great far-reaching tasks laid down by the Party and to
conquer the high peak of socialism.

I11. FOR THE PEACEFUL REUNIFICATION
OF THE COUNTRY

Comrades,
During the period under review the situation in south Korea has
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changed tremendously. The great achievements in socialist
construction in north Korea have decisively moved the balance of
forces between revolution and counter-revolution in Korea in favour of
the revolutionary forces.

The main trend of south Korean developments today is that while
the revolutionary forces striving for the peaceful reunification of the
country and for democracy grow continually stronger, the
counter-revolutionary forces, isolated from the masses of the people,
resort to the adventurist means of military terrorism in a last-ditch
effort to find a way out of their blind alley.

In the spring of last year the south Korean people, no longer able to
endure corruption and tyranny under US imperialist colonial rule,
finally rose up in a heroic resistance struggle for a new government and
anew life, and they overthrew the Syngman Rhee “regime”. This was a
great victory for the south Koreans in their struggle to save the nation.
It was a telling blow to the US imperialist policy of aggression in
Korea.

The April Popular Uprising marked a new turning point in the south
Korean people’s anti-US struggle for national salvation. During this
resistance the political consciousness of the south Korean people
increased remarkably. With the momentum of their resistance, the
spearthead of the struggle gradually began turning against US
imperialism.

The popular uprising and subsequent developments in south Korea
show that the US imperialists can never subdue the south Korean
people, no matter how bloody the repression they resort to.

At the end of the Jang Myon “regime” the political and economic
crises became extremely acute in south Korea. Life for the people
became unbearable and corruption and social disorder deteriorated
with each passing day.

The broad masses of the people came to realize all the more clearly
that without the peaceful reunification of the country they could not
free themselves from poverty, complete lack of rights, and colonial
slavery. A mass struggle demanding north-south exchanges, the
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independent peaceful reunification of the country, and north-south
negotiations developed with great force. South Korean youth and
students came out with a proposal for north-south negotiation and
exchanges, and the vast masses of the people rose in response. The
general trend rapidly turned in favour of the masses of the people who
supported the peaceful reunification of the country.

Driven into a tight corner, the US imperialists and the south Korean
reactionaries embarked upon the adventurist path of setting up a fascist
military dictatorship to try to maintain their precarious rule.

The establishment of the dictatorial military “regime” in south
Korea testifies to the fact that the US imperialists’ position in Korea is
not strengthened but weakened. This is nothing more than the
death-bed frenzy of the doomed. No matter what they do, the US
imperialists can never save the irretrievable, disintegrating colonial
system in south Korea. The fascist military rule will rather intensify the
struggle of the people and hasten the ultimate collapse of US
imperialist colonial rule over south Korea.

South Korea today has turned into a land of darkness where all
democratic freedoms and rights have been denied. It has also turned
into a slaughter house of the people rampant with mass terrorism and
murder. The south Korean military “regime” has disbanded all
political parties and social organizations, closed down all the
progressive organs of the press, and has already arrested, imprisoned,
or massacred more than 100,000 patriots and innocent people.

Political chaos and unrest are steadily growing in south Korea and
the contradictions and conflicts within the military circles are
sharpening to an astonishing degree. The south Korean economy is
going from bad to worse, and mass starvation is sweeping the whole of
the south. It can never be otherwise as long as US imperialism
dominates south Korea.

The military rulers of south Korea are now clamouring about
“reform”, “building a self-reliant economy”, and “relief for the
people”. But these are nothing but deceptions designed to placate the
people’s discontent and intensify fascist suppression. Developments in
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south Korea are vividly revealing that such slogans are nothing but
empty promises.

In south Korea power is completely held by the US imperialists.
Until the colonial rule of US imperialism is abolished, the south
Korean “regime”, no matter who may seize power, will inevitably
represent the interests of the US imperialists and their
collaborators—the landlords and the comprador capitalists—and the
position of the south Korean people cannot expect to improve.

By means of “aid”, the US imperialists have seized the main
arteries of south Korea’s economy, subordinated them to their military
purposes and completely blocked the road to independent development
of the national economy in south Korea. Reduced to a military
appendage of US imperialism, the south Korean economy is faced with
unavoidable ruin.

South Korea’s industry is bankrupt. Oppressed by American
monopoly capital and comprador capital, national industry is
disintegrating even more and is steadily advancing towards bankruptcy
and ruin. The overwhelming majority of the non-comprador
capitalists’ enterprises consist of medium- and small-sized units and at
present, more than 80 per cent of these are either not functioning or are
operating below capacity.

Today, south Korea’s meagre light industry is almost entirely
dependent on American machinery, equipment and raw materials. The
bulk consists of war industry which provides supplementary war
materials on the spot to the American mercenaries. The masters of this
war industry are the comprador capitalists protected by the US
imperialists.

South Korean markets are overflowing with US commodities, and
imports from US “aid” account for 80 per cent of south Korea’s total
volume of imports, which is 20 times the total volume of exports.

Thus, south Korea today remains a backward agrarian region
without an independent industry.

Alongside the bankruptcy of industry, the south Korean rural
economy has also been utterly devastated.
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Feudal landlordism still prevails in the countryside. The bulk of the
“distributed land” for the peasants has again been amassed in the hands
of landlords and rich farmers, and the peasants are subjected to ruthless
feudal exploitation.

The pillage and exploitation by the US imperialists and the
landlords have not only held back the development of south Korea’s
agriculture but have sapped it to the limit. Compared with
pre-liberation years, cultivated land has gone down 200,000 hectares
and the area sown, 400,000 hectares. The US imperialist aggressive
troops have requisitioned more than 100,000 hectares of land from the
south Korean peasants for military use. With industry bankrupt and the
rural economy completely disintegrated, agricultural technology is
horribly backward.

The destruction and stagnation of agricultural productive forces
have caused a sharp decline in production. Grain output in 1960
dropped to two-thirds of the 1937 pre-liberation level.

Economic bankruptcy and cruel exploitation by the landlords and
comprador capitalists have reduced the working people to a state of
indescribable misery.

More than 6 million working people, that is, half of the labour force
of south Korea, are in a state of chronic unemployment or
semi-unemployment.

The “regime” in south Korea annually appropriates more than 70
per cent of its budget for military expenditure. To cover this, taxes are
being raised continually. Soaring inflation caused by oversized
military expenditure weighs heavily on the working people. As of July
1961, the volume of currency in circulation had increased 206 times
and commodity prices 126 times in comparison with 1949. The tax
burden of the south Korean people rose more than 10 times in the
seven years after the war. The workers are forced to work 10-18 hours
a day, while their wages are less than one-third of what they need to
meet minimum costs of living.

The broad masses of peasants have been reduced to debt slaves of
landlords and usurers. The amount of peasants’ debts soared 20-fold in
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the postwar period. Each year tens of thousands of peasant families are
ruined and are forced to desist from farming. Since industry cannot
absorb the ruined rural population, most of them are wandering
beggars.

Such is the outcome of 16 years’ rule by the US imperialists and
their stooges. Such is the result of US “aid” to south Korea.

The US army’s occupation of south Korea and their policy of
aggression are the main obstacles to the peaceful reunification of our
country and the democratic development of south Korean society.
They are the root of all the present misfortunes and sufferings of the
south Korean people. The US imperialists have converted south Korea
into their colony and military base; they are constantly menacing peace
in Korea and are doing all they can to obstruct our country’s peaceful
reunification. They have utterly ruined the south Korean economy,
plunged the people of the south into the depths of famine and poverty,
and turned the whole of south Korea into a living hell of terrorism and
tyranny. Countless patriotic people and innocent countrymen are
shedding their blood because of the atrocities of the US robbers, and
our sisters are insulted and trampled on in south Korea.

Today the US imperialists are stepping up their war preparations
under the pretext of “protecting” south Korea from ‘“‘communist
aggression”, and they are viciously scheming to drive the south Korean
people into a fratricidal conflict.

US imperialism is the principal target of the struggle of the people
in south Korea and the sworn enemy of all the Korean people. As long
as US armed forces occupy the south, we cannot expect a durable
peace in Korea and the peaceful reunification of the country, and the
south Korean people cannot win genuine freedom and liberation.

In maintaining their colonial rule in south Korea, the US
imperialists rely on the landlords, comprador capitalists and
reactionary bureaucrats who serve them as guides and faithful allies in
their aggression. The landlord class, under US imperialist protection,
ruthlessly exploits and suppresses the peasant masses. The comprador
capitalists make fortunes by bringing in American commodities and
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capital, by plundering our country’s natural resources and selling them
to their masters, and by supplying the American mercenary troops with
war materials.

Thus, the revolution in south Korea is a national-liberation
revolution against imperialism, and is, at the same time, a democratic
revolution against the feudal forces. The basic demand of this
revolution is to drive the aggressive forces of US imperialism out of
Korea, shatter its colonial rule, and achieve both democratic
development in south Korean society and the reunification of the
country.

Comrades,

To carry on the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal struggle successfully
and to emerge victorious, the south Korean people must have a
revolutionary party which makes Marxism-Leninism its guideline and
represents the interests of the workers, peasants and other broad
sections of the masses of the people. Without such a political party, it is
impossible to set forth a clear-cut fighting programme for the people,
to solidly unite the revolutionary masses, and to carry on the popular
struggle in an organized way.

Since there was no revolutionary party and no clear-cut programme
of struggle and since, as a result, the workers and peasants, main
masses, failed to take part extensively in the resistance, the April
Popular Uprising could not be carried through in an organized way;
and the south Korean people were inevitably robbed by new puppets of
US imperialism of the gains they had paid for with their blood. In
addition, leadership by a revolutionary party was lacking, and the
masses of workers, peasants and soldiers were not awakened.
Therefore, the south Korean people failed to prevent the seizure of
power by fascist elements in the upper strata of the army and to
organize an effective counterattack against the enemy’s onslaught on
democratic rights.

The people in south Korea must learn from this bitter experience.
They must have an independent workers’ and peasants’ party, a party
deeply rooted in the broad masses, and they must win legal status for it.
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This political party to be organized by the working people in south
Korea will have to unite all patriotic forces and fight for the realization
of a thoroughly anti-imperialist, anti-feudal programme, and for the
satisfaction of the urgent demands of the south Korean people.

The primary task before the south Korean people is to fight against
the occupation of south Korea by the US imperialists and to struggle
for the withdrawal of the US forces of aggression.

The south Korean people must thoroughly expose and smash the
sinister design of the US imperialists to pit our brothers against each
other under the pretext of checking “communist aggression”. The
Korean people want no fratricidal conflict. There may be different
ideas and different political points of view among us, but the
differences should not be an obstacle to the country’s peaceful
reunification, much less a cause of war. The phrase “communist
aggression” is a lie invented by the US imperialists and is nothing but a
smoke-screen to justify their occupation of south Korea, cover up their
intention to invade all Korea, and to hoodwink the people in the south.
The south Korean people must rise up in a nationwide resistance to
frustrate US imperialist policies of aggression and war preparations.
Young people must fight against forced conscription. Workers must
organize slowdowns and strikes to obstruct the enemy production of
armaments and transport of war supplies. The entire people in south
Korea must fight against the construction of military bases and
installations.

The south Korean people must resolutely condemn and curb the
bandit actions of the US troops—the contempt, plunder and slaughter of
our fellow countrymen—and fetter the aggressors so that they cannot
operate arbitrarily. They must unconditionally refuse to collaborate in
any way with the US army of aggression and should not give them
even a single grain of rice or a single drop of water. The aggressors
must be made to tremble before the resistance of the enraged people,
and not a single foot of our land should be left for these aggressors to
stand on. Thus, the US troops of aggression should be forced to
withdraw as soon as possible, all the shackling military and economic
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pacts concluded between south Korea and the United States
repudiated, and the US colonial fetters shaken off once and for all.

When all the patriotic forces in south Korea are firmly united and
rise up resolutely in the anti-US struggle, the US imperialists will find
it impossible to hang on to our territory, and they will be driven out of
south Korea without fail.

At the same time, the south Korean people must struggle against
exploitation and oppression by the landlords and comprador capitalists
who are in league with the US imperialists. They must also fight for the
democratic development of south Korean society.

At present there is an urgent demand in south Korea to democratize
social and political life, carry out democratic reforms in economic and
cultural areas, and resolve the problem of the people’s living
conditions.

The south Korean military “regime” has completely deprived the
people of even the most elementary democratic rights and freedoms.

South Korean military rulers are intensifying their fascist
suppression of the people, arresting and jailing large numbers of
patriots at random on the pretext of combatting communism. They
have gone so far as to perpetrate the intolerable outrage of sentencing
reporters to death merely because they stood for withdrawal of the US
imperialists and for reunification without outside interference.

The people in south Korea must smash the fascist dictatorship and
fight for their democratic freedom and rights. Freedom of speech,
press, association, assembly, demonstrations and strikes must be
guaranteed and freedom of activities for all political parties and social
organizations must be restored. The barbarous terrorism of the military
regime must be stopped immediately. All patriotic political prisoners
and innocent people under arrest or in prison must be released
immediately, and both agents of US imperialism and traitors to the
nation must be punished.

Solution of the land problem is one of the most important tasks
confronting the democratic revolution in south Korea. Unless this
problem is settled and agricultural productive forces are freed from
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their feudal fetters, the peasant masses, who make up more than 70 per
cent of the population in south Korea, can neither be saved from
hunger and poverty, nor stabilize their living conditions.

The south Korean peasantry must unite in one body and struggle to
enforce a democratic agrarian reform and to put an end to the system of
feudal exploitation. Land should and must be owned by the peasants
who till it. The landlords’ land must be confiscated and distributed
without payment among those peasants who have little or no land so
that they can realize their age-old desire for land. Those who have
opposed US imperialism and contributed to the cause of the country’s
peaceful reunification should be compensated for their land.

Land requisitioned by the US occupation forces for military use
must be immediately restored to the peasants.

A thoroughgoing democratic agrarian reform must be enforced; at
the same time, land must be extensively reclaimed and divided free
among land-poor peasants and unemployed people who had been
forced to abandon farming.

Exploitation of the peasants through various kinds of usury must be
prohibited; their land debts, as well as all the debts of the poor
peasants, must also be cancelled.

The liquidation of feudal relations in the south Korean countryside
will not only pave the way for the development of the agricultural
productive forces and ensure the improvement of the peasants’ living
conditions but will also create favourable conditions for the
development of national industry.

Without an independent national industry neither the people’s
well-being can be promoted nor national independence achieved. The
factories, mines, railway facilities and banks owned by US
imperialists, comprador capitalists and traitors to the nation should be
confiscated and nationalized to smash the economic bases of foreign
imperialism and the traitorous domestic forces, and to develop national
industry. In particular, middle and small entrepreneurs must be
allowed to develop freely by protecting their sector of the economy and
ensuring them raw materials, funds and markets.

219



The south Korean workers must struggle for the enforcement of an
eight-hour day, social security, a wage increase and the improvement
of working conditions. Jobs must be given to the millions of
unemployed as soon as possible and the workers’ wages raised to meet,
at the very least, the minimum cost of living. Commodity prices must
also be stabilized, and the tax burden of the working people drastically
alleviated together with the abolition of miscellaneous charges.

There is no work even for the small number of scientists and
technicians in south Korea, much less conditions and freedom for their
scientific research. The minds of the people are poisoned by
reactionary, decadent American culture, while the culture peculiar to
our nation is trampled upon and left to rot. Scientists and people
working in culture and art must fight the penetration of reactionary
American culture, struggle to improve their living conditions, and
bravely strive to build a democratic national culture which serves the
nation’s independent development and the people’s interests.

South Korean student youth and intellectuals should fight against
the militarization and commercialization of schools and for a
democratic reform of the educational system. Universal, compulsory
primary education must be enforced to educate all children of school
age at state expense, and an extensive adult education system should be
introduced to give the working people an opportunity to learn and to
eliminate illiteracy.

In south Korea today various epidemics and chronic diseases are
rampant owing to the people’s wretched living conditions and the
rulers’ criminal indifference to public health. Countless numbers of
sick people, denied medical treatment, are suffering and dying. A
system of free medical service must be instituted to protect the health
of the people, and state measures must be taken to eliminate different
kinds of epidemics.

To democratize all aspects of life for people in south Korea, one of
the major tasks is to ensure to the women of the south social status and
rights equal to those of men. Women should be liberated from the
humiliation of being mistreated and despised, their personal dignity
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should be respected, and they should be guaranteed an equal
opportunity for education. They should be actively incorporated into
the work of society, and they should be included under the principle of
equal pay for equal work.

The US imperialists are keeping 700,000 mercenary soldiers in
south Korea. Command of the “National Army” is in the hands of the
US imperialists; its commanders are American generals. The
overwhelming majority of the south Korean army are peasants and
workers in uniform. They are young working people pressganged into
the “National Army” by the minions of US imperialism.

Men in the south Korean army are forced to level their guns at their
fellow countrymen in north Korea and to fire upon their parents and
brothers who fight for freedom and survival.

In north Korea there is no enemy of the “National Army”. The
People’s Army, an army of workers and peasants, never wants to fight
its brothers in south Korea. The real enemies of the “National Army”
are the US imperialists, who occupy our territory, and their flunkeys.

The south Korean army should no longer remain a blind tool of the
US imperialists in their suppression of the people’s patriotic and
democratic movements and their invasion of the whole of Korea.
Rather, it should become a national army, a people’s army, defending
the interests of the workers, peasants and the rest of the broad masses
of the people against the foreign imperialists. Command of the
“National Army” should be taken off from the hands of the US
imperialists. The anti-popular military service system should be
abolished. And the fascist military system should be changed into a
democratic one.

The rank and file and the junior officers of the “National Army”
must not be deceived by the pernicious plot of the US imperialists to
make Koreans fight Koreans. They must come over to the side of the
people, resolutely reject the orders of the American commanders and
the traitorous clique in the upper sector of the “National Army”, and
fight against the US imperialists and their minions.

People can win freedom and liberation only through their own
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struggle. The south Korean people have a glorious tradition of heroic
struggle against foreign imperialist aggressive forces and against
domestic exploiters. The liberation struggles of the masses of the
people, such as the Kabo Peasant War, the March 1 Movement, the
June 10 Independence Movement and the Kwangju Student Incident,
have been waged without stop, and telling blows have been struck at
the oppressors. When the vast majority of the masses of the people rise
up in a body to struggle against their oppressors, any imperialist
stronghold can be smashed. The US imperialists bragged that the
Syngman Rhee “regime” was the strongest “anti-communist regime”
in Asia. But it was overthrown precisely by the mass struggle of the
south Korean people.

Workers, peasants, youth and students, intellectuals and the broad
masses of the people in south Korea must valiantly rise up in the
struggle against US imperialism and its stooges and for democracy and
the right to exist.

Comrades,

The only way for the south Korean people to completely free
themselves from their present tragic situation is to drive out the US
army, overthrow the fascist dictatorship and reunify the country
peacefully. During their history of tribulations since the liberation
sixteen years ago, the south Korean people have come to realize keenly
that they cannot go on living with the country divided into north and
south.

The only way to rehabilitate and develop the economy and improve
the people’s living conditions in south Korea is to achieve the
country’s reunification by the united strength of north and south Korea.

Peaceful reunification of our country is the unanimous desire of all
Koreans and the supreme national task which must be solved without
delay.

The position of our Party on the question of Korean reunification is
clear. The Party has consistently maintained that the question of
reunifying our country should be solved independently by peaceful
means based on democratic principles. The Korean people can and
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must themselves achieve peaceful national reunification.

To fully solve the question of our country’s reunification, a unified
government should be established by free elections on democratic
principles throughout the whole of Korea without any interference
from the outside forces. Separate elections in south Korea alone can
never alter the situation. A unified government truly representing the
people’s will can be formed only through all-Korea elections in which
the people in the northern half, and the workers, peasants and various
other strata of the people in south Korea participate; and only by
forming such a government can the south Korean people gain their
freedom and rights and change the conditions in which they live.

We consider that such elections must be held on the principle of
universal, equal and direct suffrage by secret ballot.

The reunification of Korea is an internal affair of our nation which
must be decided by the Korean people of their own free will. There can
be no expression of the people’s free will as long as the country is
occupied by the imperialist aggressive forces and outside interference
is tolerated. The prerequisite for genuine free elections is to force the
US imperialist army of aggression out of Korea and to reject any
interference from outside.

At the same time, freedom of political activities should be
guaranteed throughout north and south Korea. All political parties,
social organizations and individual public figures in both parts should
be able to announce openly their political platforms, express their
political views before the people without any restriction, and engage in
free activity wherever they are in the country. Only when these
conditions are ensured can the Korean people establish a unified
government through genuine free elections.

The proposals of our Party and the Government of the Republic on
the peaceful reunification of the country are most reasonable, realistic
and fair. Our reunification programme enjoys the ardent support of all
the Korean people and the approval of the peace-loving peoples of all
countries of the world. Only the US imperialists and their followers,
the traitorous reactionary forces, prevent the holding of free, general
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elections throughout north and south Korea and stand opposed to the
peaceful reunification of the country.

Frustrating the obstructive manoeuvres of the enemy, all patriotic
people in south Korea should courageously struggle for general
elections throughout north and south Korea. Workers, peasants and
other sectors of the people in the south should wage a stubborn fight
for the withdrawal of the US army of aggression and for the attainment
of the independent, democratic and peaceful reunification of the
country.

Although the Korean people’s struggle for the peaceful
reunification of the country is complicated by difficult twists and turns,
the revolutionary situation is developing in our favour. All Koreans are
eagerly awaiting the great event of national reunification, and the day
of its realization is drawing nearer.

To fulfil this national aspiration the Korean people in the north and
south should unite all their forces and enter the struggle against the US
imperialists’ occupation of south Korea and for the country’s peaceful
reunification.

The most crucial necessity in the development of the revolution
today is to form an anti-US, national-salvation united front in south
Korea, embracing all patriotic forces. The workers, peasants, urban
petty bourgeoisie, youth and students, intellectuals and even the
national capitalists in south Korea are all suffering from the partition of
the country and US imperialist colonial rule. They are all linked by
common national interests. The forces of all these classes and strata
should be solidly united and directed in struggle against US
imperialism, the principal enemy of the Korean people. Only by so
doing, can the south Korean people repel the common enemy, win the
struggle for liberation and realize the cause of national reunification.

It is of utmost importance in forming an anti-US, national-salvation
united front to strengthen the worker-peasant alliance under the
leadership of the working class. The worker-peasant alliance should
become the political and social basis of the united front.

While consolidating the worker-peasant alliance, a battle should be
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waged to strengthen solidarity with the youth and students and
intellectuals. They should be more extensively drawn into the anti-US,
national-salvation struggle and should be made to go deeply among the
broad masses of the people, including workers and peasants, and keep
close ties with the masses of the people.

Thus, the US imperialists and their lackeys should be thoroughly
isolated and all the patriotic, democratic strata in south Korea should
be rallied under the banner of independent, peaceful reunification.
Unity should be achieved between the patriotic, democratic forces of
south Korea and the patriotic, socialist forces of north Korea.

We shall march hand in hand with those who struggle against US
imperialism without asking about their past, their class background,
social status, political views and religious beliefs. We will warmly
welcome even those who in the past committed crimes against the
homeland and the people provided they repent of their crimes and
openly support the country’s peaceful reunification. And we will not
fail to embrace them at all times after the reunification.

We are now living in the age of the disintegration of the imperialist
colonial system, in the great era of national-liberation revolution.
Hundreds of millions of people who only yesterday were oppressed
and exploited by foreign aggressors have won their freedom and
independence, throwing off the colonial yoke. All the peoples of the
world who groan under imperialist oppression are launching valiant
struggles against the aggressors. The liquidation of colonialism is a
trend of the times which no force can hold back.

How can our nation, with its long history and time-honoured
culture, put up with US imperialist colonial rule and tolerate national
humiliation and persecution in this great age of national-liberation
revolution?

All those who love their country and people should unite and rise up
in the save-the-nation struggle to expel the aggressors and reunify the
country peacefully.

Once the entire Korean people firmly unite to combat the US
imperialist aggressors and their lackeys, they will be able to defeat the
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enemy, no matter how desperate he may be, winning a glorious
victory.

The US imperialists will be driven out of Korea and the cause of
national reunification will unquestionably be achieved by the united
might of the whole nation.

IV. THE PARTY

Comrades,

All the brilliant victories our people have won in the struggle for
socialist construction and the peaceful reunification of the homeland
are attributable to the Marxist-Leninist leadership of our Party and
testify unequivocally to the correctness of the Party’s lines and
policies.

Our Party has confidently led the Korean people to victories along
the path indicated by Marxism-Leninism and honourably fulfilled its
duty as the experienced General Staff of the revolution.

Thanks to its wise leadership, its unshakable Marxist-Leninist
principles, its infinite fidelity to the interests of the Korean working
class and working people and its uncompromising, resolute struggle
against the enemy, our Party today has won the absolute support and
confidence of the Korean people. It has become their reliable guiding
force and they completely trust it with their destiny. The Party has been
further tempered and seasoned and has grown and developed into a
Leninist party with iron-like unity and cohesion in the fierce struggles
against internal and external enemies, and in the course of carrying out
arduous revolutionary tasks.

The period under review has been one of harsh trials and historic
changes in the development of our country’s revolution and our Party.

During these years in the international arena, the imperialists
continued their malicious anti-communist campaign in an attempt to

226



destroy the unity of the socialist camp and the solidarity of the
international communist movement. In line with the imperialists, the
international revisionists came out wildly against Marxism-Leninism.

In particular, the situation in our country with its divided territory
and with us face to face with US imperialism was more acute, more
complicated than before. The enemy continued his subversion and
sabotage, and many difficulties came up in our socialist construction.
Overall socialist transformation and construction in town and country
were accompanied by fierce class struggles. Class struggle at home and
abroad also was reflected within the Party, and anti-Party factional
elements came out against the Party and the revolution at the crucial
moment.

But our Party has overcome every trial and emerged victorious on
all fronts of the struggle.

The more vicious the machinations of the enemy, the higher the Party
held the banner of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism,
waging a decisive struggle to smash the enemy’s intrigues to bits and
struggling to build up its revolutionary ranks more firmly than ever and
to uphold the revolutionary cause in Korea to the very end.

In the struggle against imperialism and for the common cause of
socialism and communism, our Party has always fought resolutely to
uphold Marxist-Leninist principles and strengthen the unity of the
socialist camp and proletarian internationalist solidarity among the
fraternal parties. At the same time, it concentrated its primary efforts
on firmly building up our country’s revolutionary base, a link in the
whole chain of the international revolutionary front.

The Party has pushed ahead more vigorously with its revolutionary
work to convert the northern half of Korea, our revolutionary base, into
a powerful bastion of socialism in a short time. It has simultaneously
waged the struggle against the enemy of the revolution through a
movement of all the masses. This has enabled us to prevent the enemy
from setting foot on our soil and to safeguard the socialist gains firmly
from its encroachment, rallying all the masses of the people around the
Party.
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First of all, we have reinforced the organization and ideology of the
Party ranks and strongly protected Party unity and cohesion.

The Party has constantly waged a vigorous ideological struggle
against infiltration of revisionism and all shades of reactionary
bourgeois ideas, and against factionalism, nepotism and other
anti-Marxist, anti-Party ideological elements within the Party, thus
all the time ensuring its ideological purity and unity of will and action
and carrying its just revolutionary lines through to the end. In
particular, with the impetus of the August 1956 Plenary Meeting and
the Party Conference in March 1958, the Party cleared itself of
anti-Party factional elements and attained a great victory in the battle
to defend its unity and cohesion. The anti-Party factional elements
were the enemies of the revolution who were forced to reveal their
true colours, no longer able to remain in hiding within the
revolutionary ranks as the social revolution became more intense and
the class struggle raged fiercely in our country. They were a gang of
capitulators and alien elements who degenerated in face of the
arduousness of the revolution.

Through its stubborn struggle against the anti-Party factionalists
and their harmful ideological hangovers, our Party crushed the factions
which had so much damaged the working-class movement of our
country over a long period of time. Thus it decisively strengthened its
unity and solidarity and accomplished the historical cause of unifying
the communist movement in Korea. This is the most precious gain won
by the Korean communists in their protracted, difficult struggle and a
great victory of historic significance in the development of our Party.

While battling against the ideological aftereffects of factionalism
and against revisionism, the Party continued a vigorous ideological
struggle to overcome the harmful effects of dogmatism divorced from
revolutionary practice and thereby established Juche more firmly in all
areas of our work, leading Party members and the masses to give full
play to their initiative.

Through these ideological struggles, the Party spirit of all members
has been further enhanced. Moreover, the Party ideological system has
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been firmly established within the whole Party: each member always
resolutely upholds Marxist-Leninist principles and the Party’s lines in
every circumstance and fights to the last with all his power to carry
through its policies. This has immensely strengthened the unity and
fighting capacity of our Party and has constituted the basic guarantee
for all our victories.

While reinforcing its ranks and waging a vigorous struggle against
internal and external enemies, the Party organized and mobilized the
revolutionary force of the masses of the people, firmly united around
the Party, in the struggle to build a socialist economy.

In the course of carrying out the decision of the December 1956
Plenary Meeting, which convened under extremely difficult internal
and external circumstances, the creative zeal of the masses grew
further, a great upsurge began in our socialist construction, and the
historic Chollima Movement of the working people started. The Party
has trusted the masses, and the masses, in turn, have followed the
Party. United as one, the Party and the masses have fought untiringly
for the triumph of socialism, overcoming each and every obstacle. We
have thus victoriously accomplished the historic cause of laying the
solid foundations of socialism at an unprecedentedly high speed on the
soil of our country, a country which was once a backward colonial
semi-feudal society and which was reduced to ashes by war. We have
built up a strong bastion of peace and socialism at the eastern outpost
of the socialist camp.

Through the struggle for rigid adherence to its Marxist-Leninist
position and its practical achievements in socialist construction, the
Party completely shattered all enemy plots and vividly demonstrated
the invincibility of the Marxist-Leninist cause and the united strength
of our people. In doing this, we have been consistently loyal to our
national and international duties to the Korean people and the
international working class.

The great victories won in the complex class struggle and the
building of socialism have enabled our Party to rally the entire working
masses more closely around itself and strengthen its ties of kinship
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with the masses. These victories have brought about great changes in
all fields of Party work.

All the Party organizations, from the Party Central Committee
down to the primary Party organizations, and all Party members have
been closely tied with unity of ideology and will. The old pattern has
been eliminated in Party work, and the revolutionary work style and
method have come to prevail throughout the Party. All Party members
breathe as one with the Party Central Committee, and the entire mass
of our people march ahead in high spirits towards victory, going
through fire and water under the banner of the Party. Never before in
the history of the working-class and communist movements in our
country has our Party been so organizationally and ideologically solid
as it is today. Never before have the whole Party and the entire people
been as strongly knit together and united with a single ideology and
will as they are now.

Today we can say with confidence that we have a powerful
Marxist-Leninist party that can definitely lead the Korean people to
victory, braving any adversity or difficulty.

This, in the main, summarizes the great victories attained by our
Party in the course of its development during the period under review.

Comrades,

During the period under review, our Party has grown significantly
in membership and has been further consolidated in its quality.

As of August 1, 1961, our Party had a total membership of
1,311,563: 1,166,359 full members and 145,204 probationary
members. This is 146,618 more than at the time of the Third Party
Congress in 1956.

Chollima riders, labour innovators and many other front-rank
working people who displayed patriotic devotion in all fields of
socialist construction and who were tested and tempered in hard
struggles, have been admitted to the Party’s ranks, and the Party has
come to deepen its roots in the working class. The proportion of
workers in the entire Party membership has risen from 17.3 per cent at
the time of the Third Party Congress to 30 per cent today.
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This growth of our Party reflects the increase of the revolutionary
force of our country’s working masses, headed by the working class. It
is an expression of the profound feeling of love and trust of the masses
of the people for our Party.

During the period under review, the Party Central Committee, in
view of the particular history of our Party building and its difficult
revolutionary tasks, has done everything within its power to reinforce
the organizational and ideological unity of the Party and decisively
strengthen its leadership role.

As our Party was rapidly developing into a mass party, improving
the quality of its members became the basic task in Party building. In
particular, because of the fierce class struggle and immense task of
socialist construction in our country, it was imperative that the Party
expand and consolidate its forces in urban and rural areas even more
and strengthen the fighting capacity of all its organizations.

Our Party has always given special attention to reinforcing its ranks
in accordance with Leninist principles of Party building.

The most important thing in consolidating the Party’s ranks and
increasing its fighting capacity is work with cadres.

Cadres are the nucleus of the Party and its commanding staff in
carrying out revolutionary tasks. Work with cadres is not only crucial
in fortifying the Party’s ranks of nuclei and strengthening its
leadership. It also constitutes the most important factor in the
allocation of Party forces.

During the period under review the central tasks that confronted our
Party with respect to personnel affairs were to improve the qualitative
composition of the cadres’ ranks and to build them up more firmly in
Party and state organs, including lower Party organizations and local
power organs.

We have observed the principle of forming the core with the old
revolutionary cadres who had taken an active part in the struggle for
the liberation of the motherland and with the cadres of working-class
origin who have been tested in practice, and of boldly promoting a
large number of new, young cadres who have developed rapidly
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among the working people after liberation.

We have extensively selected and trained cadres of working-class
origin, and boldly given them major leading posts. We have firmly
built up the ranks of cadres in factories and in the countryside with
many excellent ex-soldiers and with nuclear Party members who have
been steeled in the struggle for construction. At the same time, we have
systematically sent competent cadres from the centre down to local
areas to reinforce the ranks of cadres there steadily.

While training large numbers of new intellectuals among the
workers and peasants, the Party has boldly promoted old intellectuals
to cadres and steadily developed them through education. The Party
further improved the leadership ability of the ranks of cadres by
correctly combining those of working-class origin with those who had
an intellectual background.

We have encouraged all Party organizations to give prime attention
to personnel matters at all times. In the selection and allocation of
cadres we have fought against tendencies of nepotism and regionalism
and against having illusions about cadres, and tried to overcome
arbitrary judgment and subjectivism on the part of officials.

In view of the fact that the composition of the cadres’ ranks was
changed and many new cadres promoted, the Party has directed special
attention to their guidance and education. We have steadily trained
cadres through practical work; we have also taken both Party and state
measures to induce them to study harder and have established a habit
of study throughout the Party.

All this has resulted in decisively strengthening our Party’s
personnel matters, improving the qualitative composition of the cadre
ranks and raising their political and ideological level. The proportion
of cadres of worker origin in Party and government organs has
increased from 24 per cent at the time of the Third Party Congress to 31
per cent now, and old revolutionary cadres and those of working-class
origin play the nuclear role at important Party and state posts. The
ranks of cadres in all major branches from the capital down to local
areas have been built up with nuclear Party members who are
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boundlessly loyal to the Party. Competent revolutionary commanders
who can carry through the will of the Party thoroughly and are capable
of organizing the work of implementing its policies properly have been
formed on all fronts—in politics, the economy and culture.

During the period we are reviewing, we have exerted a great deal of
energy to consolidate primary Party organizations and increase their
fighting power. This was the main content in our work to strengthen
the Party qualitatively, as well as to expand and consolidate its forces
on all fronts of socialist construction.

In guiding their subordinate units, all Party organizations, from the
Party Central Committee down to the provincial, city and county Party
committees, devoted their primary attention to strengthening the
primary Party organizations. In particular, city and county Party
committees concentrated their main forces on helping and directing the
work of primary Party organizations by regularly sending them their
leading officials.

In strengthening its primary organizations, the Party first gave its
attention to steeling the Party spirit of the entire membership.

Party spirit means infinite loyalty to the Party. It is the strong class
consciousness based on the Marxist-Leninist world outlook and the
indomitable revolutionary spirit of fighting through thick and thin in
order to safeguard the Party and the revolution and carry out the
Party’s policies. We have consistently steeled all our members’ Party
spirit by intensifying their education in Marxism-Leninism and the
Party’s policies, while at the same time waging a vigorous ideological
struggle inside the Party and guaranteeing an intimate link between
their Party life and the fulfilment of revolutionary tasks.

As an important step in fortifying its primary organizations, the
Party has paid great attention to training its core members and to
steadily expanding their ranks. This was especially important in our
Party because its ranks grew rapidly and there was great disparity in
the political preparation of its members.

Each Party organization has systematically educated its nuclear
members and consistently trained them through practical work,
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constantly guiding them so as to enhance their vanguard role in the
inner-Party ideological struggle and in the fulfilment of revolutionary
tasks. Party organizations have actively enlisted their core members to
educate and help new members, as well as all others with a low
political level. The Party life of the entire membership was also
improved by the exemplary role of these core members.

With the tempering of Party spirit and the numerical growth of
our nuclei, the Party members’ vanguard role has been strengthened
and all the primary Party organizations have sunken deep roots
among the masses. They have thus become militant and vital
organizations capable of actively carrying out their revolutionary
tasks.

In our Party today there has been established a revolutionary tone of
Party life based on Leninist standards. All Party members are growing
into revolutionary fighters with the Marxist-Leninist Party spirit of
always being ready to defend the interests of the revolution and the
class position.

In the area of Party building, intensive guidance to lower Party
organizations was one of the major undertakings of the Party Central
Committee during the period under review.

In order to improve the work of Party organizations at all levels and
rapidly bring it up to the standard set by the Party Central Committee,
we followed a line of conducting intensive work to strengthen lower
Party organizations one by one, allocating a considerable number of
leadership personnel to the guidance of specific bodies.

Under the direct leadership of the Party Central Committee,
guidance groups consisting of hundreds and thousands of able cadres
were dispatched to provincial, city and county Party organizations.
These groups studied the actual state of affairs in all the work of the
respective Party organizations and gave them thorough guidance in
their work for several months until radical changes took place.

During our intensive guidance, we detailed the Party’s policies and
methods of work to the lower-echelon officials and did all we could to
raise the quality of their work and to remove obstacles and difficulties
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from their path. We also took measures to radically improve their work
through a comprehensive understanding of the strength and
weaknesses of Party organizations. This concrete guidance and
assistance to Party organizations not only helped give the Party
members and the working masses a deeper understanding of the
correctness of the Party’s policies and improve the work of lower Party
organizations decisively; such work also made it possible to eliminate
the wrong tendency of fearing and avoiding guidance and checkups by
higher organizations and cement unity with officials at the lower levels
to an even greater extent.

Through intensive guidance we also roused the Party members and
the broad masses of the working people to struggle to improve their
work. We also helped them in a positive way to discover shortcomings
in their work independently in the light of the Party’s policies, as well
as to overcome these shortcomings through determined struggles on
their own. This helped tighten the Party life in Party organizations,
give full scope to inner-Party democracy and further steel the Party
spirit of the members. Intensive guidance also allowed us to correctly
identify nuclear members and fortify the leading bodies of the Party
organizations by incorporating them into these bodies.

By systematically carrying out intensive guidance, the Party has
consolidated its local bodies in organization and ideology and
generally improved the work of Party organizations. The Party
established a unitary ideological system and a unified system of work
so that its intentions and policies could be put into effect with greater
thoroughness by lower Party organizations. Intensive guidance has
also served as an excellent school for the education in practice of those
who comprised the guidance groups: officials from the central organs
and many cadres from local Party and power organs and economic and
cultural institutions. We have generalized the experience gained in this
guidance to the work of all Party organizations, thereby helping to
improve and develop the work not only of local Party organs but also
of power organs, working people’s organizations and economic and
cultural institutions.
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During the period under review, a radical change has taken place in
the struggle to improve the style of leadership and method of work in
the Party.

The fundamental requirement of the Party’s revolutionary
leadership is to steadily raise the political awareness of the masses and
to organize and enlist their inexhaustible energy and creativity to the
maximum in the implementation of the Party’s policies.

This revolutionary work method of serving the masses
wholeheartedly, relying upon them, and enlisting their creative power
is a tradition of our Party inherited from the days of the anti-Japanese
armed struggle.

But many of our officials who were formed after liberation had no
experience in working with the masses—winning them over and rousing
them to action under difficult conditions. At one time the bureaucratic
style of work, which is fundamentally incompatible with the style of
Party work, was spread among more than a few officials by certain
unsound elements. Therefore, arming all officials with the
revolutionary mass viewpoint and their mastery of revolutionary
leadership methods presented itself as a very important task for our
Party.

In the past period, in order to rectify the officials’ work style and
improve their work method, we have exerted all our efforts to take over
and develop all aspects of our Party’s traditional revolutionary style of
work.

First of all, we have categorically rejected the armchair work style
which is divorced from the masses and have strengthened guidance at
production sites. In all guidance we have endeavoured to give priority
to political work designed to heighten the political awareness of the
masses and bring their activity and creativity into full play; we have
tried to solve all problems in a revolutionary way by relying upon the
strength of the masses.

The Party Central Committee has systematically sent responsible
Party and Government cadres down to factories and villages to
continue to conduct on-the-spot guidance as one of its routine
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activities, explaining and bringing the Party’s policies home to the
working people and consulting directly with them to find ways and
means to overcome obstacles and difficulties arising in the course of
carrying out revolutionary tasks.

In such on-the-spot guidance, the Party has always solved the
principal problem in one given place and made it a model. Then it
systematically generalized all concrete experience and lessons gained
in that one area and, in this way, combined general and specific
guidance and successfully overcame subjectivism and formalism in its
leadership.

In order to ensure correct revolutionary leadership for the masses,
we should constantly improve and perfect the method and system of
Party work in conformity with our continually developing realities and
working conditions.

The new situation that has prevailed in our country in the last few
years demanded that the whole system and method of Party work
improve accordingly. The main characteristics of the new
circumstances are: due to the completion of the socialist
transformation of the relations of production the socialist economic
sector became completely dominant in the national economy; the
productive forces developed at a very high rate and the scale of
production expanded rapidly; and the political enthusiasm of the
masses grew even stronger. The old work system and method adapted
to a scattered and spontaneous private economy had become
incompatible with the new circumstances in which a planned and
organized socialist economy was dominant, and the officials’ standard
of work could not keep up with our fast changing and developing
reality.

This situation found concentrated expression, above all, in the rural
economy which had been transformed into a socialist cooperative in a
short time and in which the cooperatives had rapidly grown larger as
they were amalgamated with the ri as a single unit.

The Party Central Committee gave on-the-spot guidance to the
Party organizations in Chongsan-ri and other villages in Kangso
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County, South Phyongan Province, and found concrete ways to
decisively improve the work system and work method in Party and
state organs. The Party Central Committee generalized this experience
in all areas of our work, thereby bringing about a great change in all
Party work.

Through the struggle to generalize the experience acquired in
guidance to Chongsan-ri, we managed, first of all, to thoroughly
establish the work system whereby officials from Party and state
organs would personally go to lower units and give concrete assistance
to their subordinates and the masses. The centre has been able to help
the province, and the province assist the county. In particular, the
officials of county organs, the lowest leadership units of the Party and
the state, have been encouraged to go down regularly to the ri, which
has become the basic production unit in the countryside, and to assist
in its work in a responsible manner, personally organizing and carrying
out Party and economic work together with the ri officials.

This work system has not only become the most effective means to
eliminate as quickly as possible the disparity between the
fast-developing reality and the lagging level of leadership given by the
officials. It has also become a great force for eliminating the old work
style and work system which were divorced from the productive
activities of the masses, for decisively reinforcing the work of the Party
and state organs in the basic units of production, and for accelerating
the development of the socialist economy.

In the course of generalizing the experience gained at Chongsan-ri,
we have completely transformed Party work into living work with
people, and we have effected a new change in our work with the
masses. We have seen that all Party organizations carry out their work
militantly and promptly in close combination with the productive
activities of the masses. We have guaranteed that they conduct political
work with every Party member and with each working man and
woman in a more concrete fashion. Party organizations gave each
Party member suitable assignments and raised his vanguard role
among the masses. At the same time, Party officials went among the
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masses and helped them kindly in their work, educated and remoulded
them with the ideas and policies of the Party, and also vigorously
mobilized all Party members and working people for the fulfilment of
revolutionary tasks.

As a result, we have definitively smashed the outmoded pattern of
bureaucracy and begun to establish our Party’s revolutionary work
method throughout the Party. Our Party organizations have learned
how to go deeply among the masses and skilfully organize and enlist
their enthusiasm and creative power, establishing closer ties of kinship
with them. Today the working people of our country have come to trust
the Party, call on Party organs for consultation on all matters, live and
work relying on the Party organizations, and strive with all their
energies and talents to carry out the tasks set by the Party.

This signifies a splendid victory of our Party’s consistent mass line.

With the unity of the Party cemented and its method of work
decisively improved, a big change has been made in educating and
remoulding the masses with communist ideology and in bringing them
together as one.

The victory of the revolution depends, in the last analysis, on which
side is able to win over the largest number of people. All the Party’s
activities, then, should be concentrated on rallying the masses and
drawing them into the revolution.

Especially the question of winning over the masses, of educating
and remoulding them, acquires even greater significance in our
country with its divided territory and with the US imperialists
continually disrupting our revolutionary forces through their vicious
machinations.

Since immediately after liberation, our Party has waged a stubborn
struggle to turn the northern half of Korea into a single political force
and has made persistent efforts to consolidate the unity of all the
labouring masses on the basis of the worker-peasant alliance. Over the
past several years we have set the political unity of our people on a new
footing by establishing a single socialist economic system in the
northern half of Korea. On this basis, we have even more vigorously
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worked to rally all strata of the masses around the Party and to educate
and remould them.

In each period of the revolution’s development the Party clearly
defined the main objects of the dictatorship of the proletariat and
pursued a positive policy of isolating the handful of hostile elements
while boldly drawing in all social strata which can be won over to the
side of the revolution, actively educating and remoulding them. Such a
Party’s policy gave fuller scope to the enthusiasm and activity of the
masses from all walks of life and strengthened the unity of all our
people.

The most important thing in educating and transforming the
working masses is communist education.

Our Party clearly defined the main points of communist education
to be dealt with in the present historical period: constantly improving
its methods, it systematically remoulded the ideological consciousness
of the working people.

The Party combined intimately communist education with the
teaching of revolutionary traditions. Its main effort was to conduct
mass education directly linked to the productive activities of the
working people, using influence by positive example as its basic
method. This made it possible to eliminate formalism in communist
education, develop the Party’s mass education to new heights, and
bring about changes in the work of remoulding the ideological
consciousness of the working people. In this way, a new attitude
towards living and working in a communist way has begun to appear
among the masses, and the work of educating and remoulding people
has gradually become one that the masses themselves have taken on. A
great number of our workers, peasants and intellectuals have
participated in the Chollima Workteam Movement under the slogan,
“Let’s live and work in a communist way”’; they have also carried out
the work of educating and remoulding people along communist lines
as a mass movement tied to production.

Our Party has now confidently embarked on the successful
fulfilment of the difficult task of completely freeing the working
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masses from obsolete ideology, and the vast masses have got down to
the work of educating and remoulding man.

Comrades,

During the period under review, our Party has been tremendously
successful in reinforcing its ranks.

We must advance even further towards new victories, consolidating
the successes already gained. There is no reason at all for us to become
complacent.

Our Party now faces the momentous task of successfully carrying
out the Seven-Year National Economic Plan and building up the
democratic base in the northern half into an impregnable bastion in
order to realize the historic cause of the country’s reunification. This
revolutionary task demands that we further strengthen our Party—the
Korean people’s guiding force and the organizer of all its
victories—into an indestructible force and solidify the unity of all the
masses of the people under the leadership of our Party.

Today, the destiny of all the Korean people and the ultimate victory
of the Korean revolution depend completely upon the leadership of our
Party. The fortification of the Party is a decisive guarantee for the
triumph of our revolution.

We must continually exert every possible effort to consolidate the
Party organizationally and ideologically and to strengthen its
leadership role.

The most urgent task in Party work at present is to continue
reinforcing the ranks of the cadres and sharply raise their level of
leadership.

In all fields our reality, which is advancing dynamically at the speed
of Chollima, requires more competent commanders with revolutionary
sweep.

A weak point in our current work is that the cadres’ level of
leadership can hardly keep up with the revolutionary spirit of the
masses who have wholeheartedly supported the Party’s correct lines
and policies or with the rapidly changing and developing reality. We
should make every possible effort to raise cadres’ level and, in
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particular, rapidly improve the qualifications of the officials in
ministries, management bureaus, and in local Party and power organs,
and of the leading personnel in factories, enterprises, and in the
countryside, who are directly responsible for carrying out the Party
policies in building a socialist economy.

Revolution is a complex and difficult task of remoulding nature and
society. To carry it out successfully we must possess both
revolutionary will and the weapons and means for reorganizing life
and building it. Marxism-Leninism and scientific knowledge are the
powerful revolutionary weapons which shine brilliantly down the road
to victory and ensure our advance in the complex, arduous struggle.

Despite the fact that they are good workers who developed through
difficult struggle and are loyal to the Party, some of our officials lag
behind reality, just marking time, because they neglect to study science
and technology and cling to their limited experience. Some of them are
also so cautious that they cannot have faith in the revolutionary power
of the masses, and do not work boldly in a revolutionary way.

The most important thing in raising the cadres’ leadership ability is
that all the officials study Marxism-Leninism, acquire scientific
knowledge, and equip themselves with the revolutionary spirit of the
working class. Every single one of them should learn, upholding at all
times the slogan, “The entire Party must study.”

All cadres must study Marxist-Leninist theory and the Party’s
policies profoundly and master them to be able to analyse reality
scientifically and carry out the Party’s policies correctly in any
complex situation. In particular, they must thoroughly prepare
themselves with scientific knowledge about socialist economic
construction, our principal revolutionary task in the present period. All
the cadres must systematically study Marxist-Leninist philosophy and
political economy in connection with our Party’s policies. They must
acquaint themselves with technology and with concrete economic
problems relative to industry, agriculture, construction, transport,
trade, and so forth. In addition, all cadres must profoundly study the
revolutionary traditions of our Party and understand them, and arm
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themselves with revolutionary spirit so that they may defend the
Party’s policies to the utmost and carry them out with revolutionary
sweep.

Cadres of working-class origin should acquire knowledge and
technology from the intellectuals. The cadres who are from the
intelligentsia should, in turn, acquaint themselves with the
revolutionary spirit and organization of the working class.

We must all learn from each other and, particularly, from the
masses.

Our best instructors are the masses of the people and reality. All
cadres should humbly learn from the masses, raise their own level
through practical work, constantly sum up the results of their own
work, and generalize their experience.

The Party organizations at all levels must further expand
cadre-training institutions, improve the quality of instruction and
education, and extensively re-educate the cadres on the job. The cadres
at the county and higher levels should be encouraged to complete a
university or university-level college course in the shortest possible
time either through the Central Party School, the University of
National Economy, and the communist universities or through
correspondence courses offered by institutions of higher education.
The system of learning while working should be established so that
managers, chief engineers, shop managers, chairmen of the Party
organizations in all production units and management personnel of the
cooperatives can master specialized knowledge and technology in their
respective fields.

All the cadres should, in this way, become competent workers who
are not only infinitely loyal to the Party, well-prepared both politically
and theoretically and knowledgeable about their job, but also have a
high cultural level.

One of the important tasks still before us is the problem of further
consolidating the primary Party organization, the Party cell.

The primary Party organization is the base for the Party life of each
member. It is our Party’s basic organization and combat unit which
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unites the masses around the Party and carries out the Party policies
directly with them.

Only strengthening the primary Party organizations makes it
possible to strengthen the whole Party and mobilize all its members
and organizations as one man to fulfil revolutionary tasks.

In particular, to make sure that the large-scale work of socialist
construction now under way in our country is successful and to enlist
the exceptionally high revolutionary zeal and initiative of the masses
for this work to the greatest possible extent, it is necessary to make
every primary Party organization a militant one which functions
actively, is quick to perceive new things, enjoys prestige among the
masses, and is able to unite the masses and lead them with vigour.

Every primary Party organization must concentrate on inducing all
members to fully discharge their duties as provided for in the Party
Rules in strict accordance with Leninist standards of Party life. It must
also concentrate on actively developing the practice of criticism and
self-criticism in Party life and on energetically conducting both
Marxist-Leninist education of the members and inner-Party
ideological struggle so as to steel their Party spirit and establish the
Party’s ideological system more firmly among them. All Party
members should be educated and trained in this way so that they can
courageously combat negative phenomena of all kinds, resolutely
defending the Party lines and policies and striving to put these policies
into practice to the fullest possible extent wherever and whenever they
may be.

The primary Party organizations must continuously expand and
reinforce the Party’s ranks of nuclei while at the same time mobilizing
every single member to carry out revolutionary tasks. Each Party
organization must correctly assign Party duties according to the
character, ability and physical condition of each of its members, daily
assist them in the implementation of these assignments, and review and
sum up the results promptly. Thus, we should lead all members to
always act as required by the Party and to advance at the head of the
masses in their fight to carry out the Party policies.
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The Party organizations must strengthen their ties with the masses,
educating them in Party ideology from one day to the next. At the same
time, they must pay close attention to the steady expansion of Party
ranks by properly recruiting members from the working people.

Party members are self-conscious revolutionary fighters who make
a total commitment to the struggle for the revolution and the final
victory of socialism and communism. Our Party members assume the
heavy responsibility of leading all the masses and carrying the Korean
revolution to completion for the country’s prosperity and the happiness
of the working masses.

Every Party member must tirelessly endeavour to be infinitely loyal
to the revolution, to further cultivate the qualities of a revolutionary
fighter in order to be a model for the masses in every respect, and to
improve his political level and practical abilities. All of our members
should be firmly equipped with Marxism-Leninism and the Party’s
policies. They should become capable political workers, not only
defending these policies and carrying them through to the end, but also
explaining and propagating them among the masses and leading them
forward by educating and remoulding them with the Party ideas.

Furthermore, Party members should be well versed and proficient
in their work. They must all make special efforts to learn science and
technology and raise their educational and cultural levels.

Every member of the Party should thus become a conscious
revolutionary fighter armed with Marxism-Leninism as well as a
knowledgeable and competent builder of the new life—a person who
has the high standards of technical expertise and culture.

In order to enhance the leading role of the Party, it is essential that
Party committees at all levels be reinforced and their functions and role
strengthened.

The Party committee is the supreme leading organ in its respective
unit; it is the general staff in every aspect of work. Correct
implementation of the Party’s policies in all areas depends entirely
upon the leadership of Party committees.

Today, the socialist system has been established completely in our
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country, and our Party assumes full responsibility in politics,
economics, military affairs and culture and in all aspects of the
people’s daily life. This demands that Party committees at every level
improve their leadership and supervision in all fields.

By the strengthening of Party supervision we do not mean that the
Party should do administrative work itself. Rather, supervision by
rank-and-file Party members and the collective leadership of Party
committees in all work should be improved.

If Party committees are to perform their role as the general staff
effectively, they must, before anything else, be made up of core
members who have strong Party spirit and leadership qualities. The
committees must be composed of men and women familiar with the
problems of a given field and capable of efficiently performing their
work properly incorporating the wishes of the masses. In particular, the
committees should take their members largely from the working
people and specialists directly involved in production. All the Party
committees should thus be more closely linked with the masses and
capable of organizing and enlisting their wisdom to the full.

Party committees should properly assign duties to their members,
continually increase their activity and political and practical levels so
that all members can strictly abide by Party principles in solving any
complex problem and actively organize their work on the basis of the
Party’s policies.

Collective leadership is the basis of the Party committees’
activities. Working from the Party policies, the Party committees must
collectively discuss all important matters arising in a given field,
decide on how to proceed, give assignments and correctly mobilize
their forces.

Leadership and supervision should be strengthened over all state
organs, working people’s organizations and economic and cultural
institutions, and their work should be checked and analysed in good
time so that they are able to fulfil their assignments responsibly in
accordance with decisions of the Party committees.

Here, further improvement of the Party guidance and supervision in
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economic construction becomes a matter of great importance. The
Party committees must supervise the work of ministries, management
bureaus, and economic bodies in fulfilling the national economic plan
so that they know how to execute the Party policies correctly. It is
incumbent upon provincial, city and county Party committees, in
particular, to intensify their guidance and supervision of industry and
agriculture.

We must strengthen Party guidance and supervision in all spheres
so that each state body and working people’s organization fully
exercises its functions in the struggle to implement the Party policies
under the unified leadership of the Party.

The people’s power is the executor of all the lines and policies of
our Party, a powerful weapon for socialist construction, and a reliable
defender of our revolution.

Party committees at every level are obliged to strive persistently to
consolidate the people’s power organs and increase their functions and
role in fulfilling revolutionary tasks.

The momentous task confronting people’s power bodies at present
is to improve their functions as organizers of the economy and as
educators of culture.

The power organs at all levels should raise the quality of planning
in economic management even higher than it is now, and put the
socialist principles of planned production, planned accumulation,
planned distribution and planned consumption into practice in a
thoroughgoing way. The power organs should organize production and
construction and push them ahead in a planned way in order to ensure
the speedy development of the productive forces and the systematic
rise in labour productivity. They should also be trying at all times to
raise the working people’s standards of technical know-how and skills
and to improve and strengthen labour administration. The government
bodies at all levels should have a greater sense of responsibility for the
people’s living conditions, steadily promote their material well-being
by properly guaranteeing supply services for the working people and
paying serious attention to education, public health, town
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administration and rural construction; and they should vigorously fulfil
the task of the cultural revolution put forward by the Party.

The government bodies from top to bottom are required to abandon
bureaucratic, armchair work methods in every one of their activities
and conclusively establish the Party habit of giving priority to political
work, observing and analysing phenomena from a political framework
at all times, and dealing with current problems promptly and
accurately.

Thus, our people’s government bodies should become powerful
institutions of political power that champion the people’s interests,
serve them more faithfully and, as a weapon of the revolution,
responsibly carry out the Party’s policies.

We should strengthen in every possible way the functions of the
dictatorship of the proletariat represented by people’s power, thereby
to firmly protect the gains of socialism and the people’s happy life
against encroachment by the enemy.

The US imperialists who occupy south Korea and their stooges
continue manoeuvring viciously to undermine socialist construction in
the northern half of Korea.

The organs of people’s power should totally smash such
manoeuvring by the enemy. It is necessary that we fortify the People’s
Army and the Worker-Peasant Red Guards politically and
ideologically; we must reinforce the internal security organs, public
prosecutors offices and judicial bodies, further enhancing their role
and functions. Sharp vigilance should be maintained against the enemy
at all times, revolutionary discipline and order established in every
sphere and a vigorous struggle against counter-revolution fought
unremittingly in an all-people movement. In this way, we will defend
our coasts and borders firmly, capture enemy infiltrators at the right
time, and thoroughly expose and frustrate all enemy subversion and
sabotage at every step. We must prevent the enemy from worming his
way into our place-we must make it impossible for him to set foot on
our soil.

In addition, we have to increase the role of the working people’s
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organizations as transmission belts linking the Party with the masses.

During the past period, our working people’s organizations have
scored great successes in establishing the Party’s ideological system in
their ranks, rallying the working masses around the Party, and
organizing and mobilizing them to fulfil its policies.

Today the working people’s organizations face the important task
of giving more positive support to the Party through a greater display
of activity and initiative in executing its policies.

It is of tremendous significance in organizing and mobilizing our
revolutionary forces to enhance the role of trade union organizations,
whose ranks embrace all of the factory and office workers.

Trade union organizations should, first of all, fully establish a
system of work which will permit them to stick to their proper duties
and to fulfil them responsibly and concretely.

They should devote great efforts to rallying all factory and office
workers more closely around the Party and establishing its ideological
system firmly within the working class, thus helping our working class
to act with a single will and purpose in response to the Party’s call and
faithfully serve the interests of the Party and the revolution.

Trade union organizations should encourage workers’ active
participation in the management of enterprises by further improving
and intensifying the work of the production conferences; they should
ensure fulfilment and overfulfilment of production goals by organizing
and developing socialist emulation on a broad scale. Above all, they
should exert their utmost efforts to expand and develop the Chollima
Workteam Movement so as to give fuller scope to the enthusiasm and
initiative of the working people in socialist construction, and educate
and remould them along communist lines.

Trade union .organizations should instil in all working people the
spirit of observing consciously state discipline and social order and
protecting and valuing state property, and should steadily improve
their technical and cultural standards.

An important duty of trade unions is to try to improve the working
conditions of the working people and raise their material and cultural
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standards. They should feel a greater sense of responsibility to ensure
the working people labour protection and safety on the job and should
actively work to organize and improve this work. At the same time,
they should continue to develop cultured practices in production. They
should also pay great attention to cultural activities, to recreation and
holidays for the working people, and to improving their material
conditions. In this way, they should thoroughly implement the Party’s
policy of promoting the welfare of the people.

The Democratic Youth League organizations, composed of broad
sections of young people, face the vital task of educating all the
younger generation to be reserves on which the Party can rely.

The DYL organizations should energetically conduct communist
education and education in the revolutionary traditions among all the
youth so that they may equip themselves with the strong spirit of
faithful service to the Party and the revolution and carry the Party’s
policies through to the end, overcoming valiantly any obstacles they
may face and taking the lead in tackling difficult and toilsome jobs.

The DYL organizations must constantly stimulate young people’s
interest in their studies and firmly guide them all towards systematic
study habits so that they may develop a deep understanding of
Marxism-Leninism and the policies of our Party and acquire an
adequate scientific background. In particular, they must guarantee that
every youngster acquires more than one technical skill and that student
youth become competent, able builders of socialism by strengthening
their study discipline and correctly combining academic pursuits and
productive labour. In this way, they will ensure that all young people
actively participate in socialist construction, particularly in carrying
out the technical revolution, and display their energy and talent to the
fullest extent.

The DYL organizations must strive to firmly establish moral
conduct befitting a communist among the youth. Young people must
resolutely combat all manifestations of immorality and indolence
along with the penetration of old bourgeois customs; they all must have
the revolutionary traits of frugality in life and diligence in work.
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The DYL organizations should constantly train the younger
generation physically as well as mentally and prepare them more
competently for productive labour and national defence by vigorously
carrying on physical culture and sports among the youth and children
on a mass basis.

In this way all of our youth will be educated to become men of a
new kind, versatile and imbued with revolutionary optimism and
creativity, ever energetic, bold in thought and action, innovative-who
vigorously march forward to build a bright future.

The Democratic Women’s Union organizations should intensify
communist education among women, raise political consciousness and
cultural standards, and encourage working women to take a more
active role in socialist construction.

In view of the fact that women have entered the life of our society in
full force and their numbers have increased considerably in all fields of
economic and cultural construction, the branches of the Democratic
Women’s Union should strengthen their organization in factories,
enterprises and rural districts, bring their activities closer to production
centres, and actively educate and remould people, uniting front-rank
women firmly.

Party committees at all levels should solidly build up the working
people’s organizations such as the General Federation of Trade
Unions, the Democratic Youth League and the Democratic Women’s
Union, set lines and methods of work at the right time, and continue to
strengthen Party leadership so that the role of these organizations is
enhanced. In particular, the Party organizations should strengthen the
work of all the committees of the working people’s organizations so
that they may take on the tasks assigned by the Party immediately at a
given moment and keep pace with the Party in their struggle.

Party committees at every level are required to carry out the Party’s
revolutionary mass line thoroughly and steadily develop the
revolutionary method and style of work in all activities.

These committees should go deeply among the masses, bringing
leadership closer to the lower levels, seek out and popularize
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exemplary deeds—the new buds blossoming in the midst of the
masses—as soon as they appear and skilfully enlist and organize the
enthusiasm and initiative of the masses in realizing Party policies.

To educate, remould and unite the masses is the central problem our
Party has to deal with at the present stage. We must activate the whole
Party to educate and remould people and carry out this work on a mass
basis.

Party organizations from top to bottom should, from the beginning,
always be seriously concerned about educating and remoulding those
strata of the population whose social background is complicated and
then uniting them around the Party.

Owing to decades of Japanese imperialist colonial rule, to the
country’s division into north and south, and especially, to the enemy’s
schemes for destroying our unity during the Fatherland Liberation
War, the social and political composition of our population has become
complex.

It is fundamental in consolidating the unity of all the people that we
correctly solve the problems of the social strata of people who have
complicated backgrounds, and definitely win them over to the side of
the Party and the revolution.

Today, all the conditions are in our favour for carrying out this task
more successfully. All of the people in the northern half of Korea have
not just broken with out-of-date production relations and become
socialist working people. They are already experiencing the happy life
of the socialist system and clearly see their bright future in socialism
and communism. Our Party is unified and seasoned in organization and
ideology now as never before. Having grown into a powerful Party, it
is fully able to embrace, educate and remould any stratum of society
with an involved background.

The Party organizations at all levels should tirelessly strive to
cultivate the revolutionary mass viewpoint of Party members and
strengthen the solidarity of the masses of the people with the working
class as the core. They should bring in and trust anyone who is now
loyal to the revolution and who is earnestly trying to transform himself
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despite problems of origin, background and past record; they should
actively help and patiently educate such people who will then be able
to direct all their talents and enthusiasm towards the construction of
socialism. Party organizations should systematically write off the past
mistakes of people tested through struggle, and reappraise these
people’s origins so that their activity may be brought into fuller play.

By doing this work successfully we will drive the enemies of the
revolution further into a tight corner, strengthen the solidarity of all our
people and guarantee mutual confidence and harmony throughout
society.

While correctly solving the problem of complicated social
backgrounds, we should educate and transform all the working people
of our country to become men of a new kind.

Communism is built for the masses; it will enable everyone to live
in abundance. Communists are entrusted with the historic mission of
liberating all people, freeing them completely, and leading them to
communism. No one is born a laggard. Although some people may be
remoulded earlier than others, there is no one who is incapable of a
change.

No one should be left lagging behind. We must patiently, steadily
educate and reform every man and woman and march forward
together, helping one another, to the glory of communism.

This education and remoulding of all the masses is a profound
ideological revolution which ultimately destroys capitalism even in the
realm of men’s consciousness and completely liberates them from
everything that is obsolete—an inheritance of the past. This is the most
difficult and prolonged task facing the working class after its seizure of
state power. We have just started doing this, and our successes so far
are of the initial stage.

Basing ourselves firmly on successes and experience already
gained, we must educate the masses of working people in communist
ideology all the more dynamically.

Since diametrically opposing systems confront each other in north
and south Korea and our enemies are viciously plotting against
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socialism, we must give constant priority to convincing the working
people of the superiority of the socialist system and its inevitable
victory and imbuing them with class consciousness so that they may
resolutely protect the revolutionary gains and the socialist system
under all circumstances.

We are living in an age of revolution. Our country is not yet
reunified and we are confronted with many difficult tasks. We have yet
to achieve the country’s reunification and build communism on the soil
of our motherland. Only then can we say that we have performed our
duty as Korean communists. Many oppressed peoples in the world are
still struggling to free themselves from exploitation by capital and the
yoke of imperialism. We must continue an intense struggle for the final
triumph of the revolution.

Therefore, we must fight tenaciously against the penetration of
bourgeois ideology, reject immorality and indolence, create a
revolutionary climate that promotes a frugal and vigorous way of life
among the working people, and educate them in the revolutionary
spirit of uninterrupted innovation and continual advance.

The spirit of loving work is one of the most basic qualities of the
new man in a socialist or communist society. We should keep trying to
foster among the working people the spirit of regarding labour as
honourable and loving it, as well as to establish a conscious attitude
towards work.

Another important question in communist education is to eradicate
individualism and selfishness, legacies of the old society, and to
inculcate in the working people the spirit of collectivism that values the
interests of the state and society and that helps them to pull together.
Holding the slogan “One for all and all for one” higher, we should
struggle to dye the entire northern half of Korea red, to convert our
whole society into one big family, harmonious and united.

We should always be deeply interested in educating the working
people in socialist patriotism and proletarian internationalism. All the
working people should learn to love their birthplaces and homeland,
keep their workplaces, towns and villages in good condition, and
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resolutely defend their country. We must educate them in the spirit of
strong friendship and solidarity, with the peoples of the socialist
countries and the working class of the whole world, in the struggle for
the common cause of peace and socialism. At the same time, education
in proletarian internationalism should always be closely combined
with education in socialist patriotism, firmly convincing the working
people that our revolution is an integral part of the world revolution,
that we can only contribute to that international revolution by driving
forward the revolution, first of all, in our own country.

This educational work, aimed at remoulding the working people’s
ideology and cultivating communist ethics and qualities, must be
carried out by the Party organizations in close connection with the
struggle to implement our Party’s lines and policies.

The working people’s communist education should invariably be
linked up with education in the revolutionary traditions.

Life has already confirmed that when combined with education in
revolutionary traditions, communist education becomes not only a
matter of learning the general principles of communism but also one of
following the living examples of communists; it converts itself into
education that influences people strongly and vitally.

The struggle and life of the anti-Japanese guerrillas, who fought the
Japanese imperialists for many years under very difficult conditions
and triumphed, offer all our working people concrete examples
capable of arousing their deepest emotions and inspiring them to a
heroic struggle. Above all, they serve as the best textbook for
educating the younger generation who has not gone through the trials
of the revolution in the revolutionary spirit of communism. Our
working people, filled with enormous pride and a sense of
responsibility for carrying forward the revolutionary cause of the
anti-Japanese guerrillas, draw inspiration from their heroic combat
exploits in moments of difficulty and adversity, and display
tremendous patriotic devotion and creative initiative in socialist
construction.

Moreover, by giving the working people a clearer understanding of
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the historical roots of our Party and our revolution, education in the
revolutionary traditions greatly contributes to fostering their fighting
will to defend the Party and the revolution and protect the
achievements of socialism to the last. Thus, education in communist
ideology coupled with that in revolutionary traditions constitutes a
powerful means for establishing the Party’s ideological system among
Party members and broad sections of the working masses and for
arming them with Party ideas.

It is incumbent on the Party organizations at all levels to educate the
working people in communist ideology more energetically by showing
them the concrete models of the intrepid revolutionary spirit, patriotic
devotion and noble communist traits of the revolutionary forerunners.
Through their education in our revolutionary traditions, Party
organizations should direct their main efforts at firmly establishing a
communist world outlook among the working people so that they can
live, work and struggle in a revolutionary way, and at uniting them in
strength around the Party.

With the triumph of the socialist system, the most effective method
of mass education is that of influencing people by positive example.

Under the socialist system, where exploitation and oppression have
been eliminated and where the opportunity of unrestricted advance is
open to all, people long for what is beautiful and good, and positive
trends prevail throughout society. Under socialism any positive
practice is greeted with sympathy by the broad masses of people; it can
immediately be popularized and serve as a model for all society to
follow. Moreover, a positive example is a criticism of the negative; it
clearly suggests how the working people can overcome the negative
and gives them a strong push in this struggle.

Stressing the tremendous role played by positive example under
socialism, Lenin taught us that it was the Party’s duty, always, to make
sure that the working people’s examples and their valuable experiences
are fully assimilated by the masses.

In our country where socialism has triumphed, the revolutionary
spirit of the masses is now exceptionally high, and everywhere we are
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seeing fine, positive examples that move the people.

Party organizations at all levels should seek out positive examples
in the masses in good time, and actively encourage and popularize
them all over the country. It is also important in the education of
individuals that we not only help them to follow the positive examples
of others but also always recognize and actively support their own
positive qualities, inspiring self-confidence and courage.

Meanwhile, we should go among the masses and through our own
deeds, provide them with examples. We should thoroughly explain and
patiently persuade the masses until they understand, address ourselves
in a kind and comradely manner even to those who have shortcomings,
and wholeheartedly help them in every way we can to solve their
difficulties and direct them down the right path. Without such patience
we will neither be able to influence people nor successfully conduct the
complex and difficult work of education and remoulding of man.

We can say that the basic principle for remoulding a person under
socialism is to constantly encourage and patiently help him develop his
positive characteristics to the utmost and overcome the negative.

Collective labour is the best school for educating man. And
ideological work which aims at transforming people’s consciousness
can be successful only through practical struggle that changes nature
and society.

Only when our communist education uses the production site as the
base, where people work and live collectively, can we directly
combine the work of transforming man’s consciousness with the
productive activities of the working people and most effectively foster
qualities of communist morality in them.

With the production site as the base, this education and
transformation of people is now moving ahead successfully in the
towns and villages of our country, and the excellent results are being
achieved particularly in the Chollima Workteam Movement.

The Chollima Workteam Movement, initiated by our working class
under the leadership of our Party, is a fine school of communism for
the working masses.
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The Chollima workteam attaches prime importance to the
communist education of the working people; it seeks the key to
collective innovation of production in educating and transforming the
people and in rousing their voluntary enthusiasm.

The Chollima riders, strictly basing themselves on the Party’s
people-oriented work style and method, adopt educational measures
suited to each team member and carry on the education and reforming
of people in a systematic way. They are always stimulating people to
action by talking about the exemplary deeds of past revolutionaries and
the positive practices of today, setting examples in practical work and
giving comradely help in all matters to those falling behind. The
Chollima riders thus influence people with the utmost patience and
educate them through collective effort. In the Chollima workteams,
yesterday’s backward person becomes today’s activist through the
influence of the collective and deep comradely love; everyone strives
to contribute to the common success, helping each other and
competing with each other to take the lead in doing difficult jobs.

Life has already afforded a clear proof of the fact that the Chollima
Workteam Movement is not only a drive for collective innovation in
production but also a movement of the most people-oriented kind for
the education and remoulding of people.

Party organizations at all levels should pay profound attention to
the further development of the Chollima Workteam Movement,
particularly carrying on energetic communist education in the
Chollima workteams and thus further enhancing their role as a
communist school for the education and transformation of people.

All Party organizations should vigorously try to generalize the living
examples of Chollima riders as well as their experience in work at the
opportune moment. As the Chollima Workteam Movement gains
momentum, new methods and forms of ideological work directly linked
with the productive activities of the working people are now being
created, for example, information work with the farmers in the fields.
Party organizations from top to bottom should popularize and continue
to develop such forms and methods made on the production sites and,
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thereby, completely eliminate dogmatism and formalism in Party
ideological work and further improve and strengthen mass education.

Our Party has already started grappling with the education and
remoulding of the masses and all of them have responded positively. It
is now the task for all Party organizations to go deeply among the
masses and carry out the work more boldly.

Party organizations at all levels and all Party members should
always pay deep attention to the education and remoulding of people.
They are required to unite with the masses and constantly educate
them, explaining and propagating the Party ideas and policies. If each
of our one million Party members assumes the task of remoulding just
one person, they can transform a million people.

We should mobilize the press, radio, literature and art, and all other
means of education at our disposal more vigorously for educating and
transforming the masses with the thoughts of the Party. Every work
unit should give priority to the education and remoulding of people.

In order to carry on successful communist education among the
working people, the ranks of cadres in the field of ideological work
should be reinforced with more qualified and capable core Party
members, and their political and theoretical level should be steadily
raised.

By educating and remoulding all the masses of the people with the
thoughts of the Party in this way, the unity of the Party with the masses,
the source of our invincible power, should be further strengthened.

Comrades,

The Party’s unity of ideology and will is our heart and soul. It is the
decisive guarantee of all our victories.

The struggle for the unity of the Party is the sacred, supreme duty of
all Party organizations and every Party member.

Our Party has achieved today’s strong unity within its ranks after a
long and bitter struggle against the vicious enemies of the revolution.

Unsound ideas of various shades which are inconsistent with the
ideas of the Party are, in the final analysis, diverse manifestations of
bourgeois ideology. Should they grow unchecked within the Party,
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great harm may come to the Party and the revolution. As long as
imperialism exists and the class struggle continues, we must constantly
sharpen our vigilance against the penetration of bourgeois ideology
into the Party and struggle without compromise against any attempt, no
matter how small it may be, to undermine the Party’s unity.

Party organizations at all levels should arm their members more
thoroughly with Marxist-Leninist ideas and fully acquaint them with
the historical experience our Party gained in its struggle for unity and
cohesion. They will thus encourage all of them to struggle vigorously
and unceasingly against revisionism, dogmatism, factionalism,
parochialism, nepotism and all other types of opportunism, and at all
costs, to safeguard the purity of Marxism-Leninism and the unity of the
Party ranks.

Consequently, all Party members and Party organizations should
think and act in the same way that the Party Central Committee does.
They should fight to the last, joining their fate with that of the Party
Central Committee no matter how difficult the circumstances.

When the Party’s ranks are firmly united and rallied by one and the
same will, we can repulse the attack of all enemies no matter how
malicious they may be, overcome all adversities and difficulties and
advance triumphantly.

We must always cherish the unity of the entire Party around its
Central Committee as the apple of our eye, rally all the people in a
rocklike unity around the Party, and with the Party and the masses
united as one body, march on with high revolutionary spirits from
victory to victory.

V. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Comrades,
During the period we are reviewing, we have also achieved
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tremendous successes in the realm of foreign relations.

Thanks to the heroic struggle of our people and the correct foreign
policy pursued by our Party and Government on the basis of a coherent
assessment of the changing international situation, the international
position of our country has been enhanced as never before.

In the period just past the general international situation has
developed more favourably for the struggle of our people for the
peaceful reunification of our country and for socialism.

Today, on the world scene, the forces of socialism are decisively
prevailing over the forces of imperialism. The world socialist system is
steadily surging forward and flowering, its might continually growing
with each passing day.

The Soviet people are successfully carrying on the overall
construction of a communist society.

Soviet industry and agriculture are developing at a rapid tempo on
the basis of the latest technology, and the material and cultural
well-being of the Soviet people is constantly improving.

The Soviet Union has reached the world’s highest level of scientific
and technical advancement, leaving the United States and other
capitalist countries far behind. The space flights accomplished by the
Soviet people bear witness to the remarkable development of Soviet
science and technology and demonstrate both the superiority of the
socialist system over the capitalist system and the invincible might of
the socialist camp.

The successful building of communism in the Soviet Union adds to
the power of the entire socialist camp and further strengthens the
confidence of the peoples the world over in the victory of socialism
and communism.

In People’s China the socialist revolution has already triumphed
and socialist construction is progressing successfully. The political and
economic might of the People’s Republic of China is growing; this is
an important factor in increasing the strength of the socialist camp and
consolidating peace in the Far East and in the world.

All the socialist countries in Europe and Asia are achieving, great
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successes in the construction of socialism. In these countries the
national economy is developing at a high rate inconceivable in the
capitalist countries and the people’s standard of living is steadily
rising.

Today the world socialist system has become a decisive factor in
the development of human history, exerting an ever-increasing
influence on the advancement of the world revolution.

The main features of our era are the growth of the forces of
socialism, the unprecedented upsurge of the national-liberation
movements in the colonial countries, and the consequent process of the
final disintegration of the imperialist colonial system.

Colonies have all but disappeared in Asia and the Asian situation
has changed fundamentally. The peoples of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, the People’s Republic of China, the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam and the Mongolian People’s Republic march
ahead confidently along the path of socialism, exerting enormous
revolutionary influence upon the oppressed peoples in Asia and the
world. Hundreds of millions of people in Asia, oppressed and
humiliated for centuries, have won national independence and are
fighting against imperialism and colonialism.

Obsessed by the wicked desire to restore and maintain their
domination over Asia, the US imperialists pursue the policy of
aggression against Asian countries and meddle insolently in their
domestic affairs. The US imperialist aggressors, however, are
confronted with powerful resistance by the people in south Korea,
South Viet Nam, Japan, Laos and everywhere they land.

The fierce flames of the national-liberation struggle are now
enveloping the African continent and spreading to Latin America. In
Africa today independent flags fly over 28 countries, embracing
two-thirds of the continent’s total area and three-fourths of its
population. Those African peoples who have not yet thrown off the
yoke of colonialism are waging a vigorous struggle to destroy the last
stronghold of the colonial system.

The triumph of the Cuban people’s revolution shows that a new
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epoch of national liberation has come to Latin America. At present the
peoples of nearly all the Latin-American countries are struggling
resolutely against the colonial enslavement policy of US imperialism
and the dictatorship of its lackeys.

No amount of manoeuvring by the imperialists led by US
imperialism can prevent the final breakdown of their colonial system.
Enlisting the active support and encouragement of the socialist
countries, the peoples of all the colonial and dependent countries in the
world will inevitably drive out the aggressive forces of foreign
imperialism and win complete freedom and independence through
their struggles for liberation.

The growing might of the socialist camp and the disintegration of
the colonial system have decidedly undermined the forces of
imperialism. Imperialism has already lost its domination over the
greater part of the world.

Political and economic contradictions in the capitalist world are
getting worse every day and the contradictions among the imperialist
powers over markets and spheres of influence are growing ever
sharper.

The revolutionary struggle of the working class against the
oppression and exploitation by capital is gathering greater momentum.
The further upsurge of the working-class movement in the capitalist
world is a powerful factor aggravating the inner contradictions of
capitalism and shaking it to its foundation.

In the imperialist countries the broad masses of the people, along
with the working class, are fighting more staunchly than ever against
the tyranny of the monopolies and for their vital rights, democracy and
social progress.

The ranks of the people fighting against imperialism are expanding
in the world, and their forces are steadily growing. Imperialism is on
the road towards collapse and downfall.

Life testifies ever more convincingly to the law of historical
development—that socialism is bound to win final victory all over the
world and that capitalism is doomed to ruin.
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The fundamental change in the balance of forces in the international
arena has created the real possibility to prevent a new world war and
preserve and consolidate peace. Today, the powerful forces of peace
and socialism stand in the way of the imperialist forces of war. The
days are already gone when imperialism could unleash war with
impunity.

However, this does not mean that the danger of war no longer
exists. So long as imperialism remains, the source of war will not
disappear.

The imperialists headed by US imperialism are trying to find a way
out of their disastrous position by heightening international tension,
stepping up the arms race and unleashing another war.

In various parts of the world the US imperialists are now interfering
in the internal affairs of other countries, carrying out aggression and
frantically preparing for a new war.

The US aggressive circles and their followers, in an attempt to
attack the socialist countries, have built up numerous military bases on
the perimeter of those countries and keep on reinforcing the military
power of the aggressive “NATO”. By rearming the West German
revanchists, the US imperialists are creating a dangerous hotbed of war
in the heart of Europe, and in West Berlin they are perpetrating
provocative and subversive activities against the socialist countries.
The US imperialists are now greatly aggravating the international
situation and openly threatening world peace in connection with the
question of a peace treaty with Germany. Clamouring for war
preparations, they are desperately manoeuvring towards the unleashing
of an adventurous nuclear war.

In Asia, the US imperialists still occupy the southern half of our
country and have turned it into their military base. They have further
reinforced their aggressive forces and the puppet army in south Korea,
introduced atomic weapons, guided missiles and various other modern
weapons there, and they are ceaselessly staging military manoeuvres
near the Military Demarcation Line.

Lately the US imperialist aggressors have been increasing tensions
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in Korea even more, making noise about a new war. They are bringing
new, specially trained contingents into south Korea from the US
mainland and are stepping up their preparations for aggression,
expanding military bases and installations on a large scale and
pressganging more and more young and middle-aged people into the
puppet army.

Meanwhile, the US imperialists occupy the Chinese territory of
Taiwan, persist in hostile acts against the People’s Republic of China,
and are bent on aggression and interference in South Viet Nam and
Laos.

In particular, US imperialism is seeking to revive Japanese
militarism, the source of war in Asia, and use it as a “shock brigade’’ in
its aggression in the Far East. The US imperialists concluded the
Japan-US military treaty with the reactionary ruling circles of Japan and
are desperately trying to conjure up the aggressive “NEATO”. The
Japanese army is being reinforced and equipped with new types of
weapons with the active support of the US imperialists. Nursing the wild
dream of conquering Asia again under the patronage of US imperialism,
the Japanese imperialists are now setting out upon the road of renewed
aggression, talking openly about “sending troops abroad”.

All this reveals that US imperialism is the main force of aggression
and war and the most vicious enemy of mankind. For more than half a
year, since its inauguration, the present US Administration has
consistently persisted in the bankrupt “positions of strength” policy,
further stepping up the arms race and war preparations under the
slogan of anti-communism. The present US rulers have put out many
spurious catchwords such as “peace”, “progress” and “aid”, but it is
they themselves who have voted for the greatest war expenditure in the
history of the United States, organized direct armed aggression against
the Cuban people, and are now manoeuvring to plunge mankind into
the holocaust of a nuclear war.

The danger of war being created by the US-led imperialists makes it
incumbent upon the peace-loving people of the whole world to
maintain the utmost vigilance and fight more actively in defence of
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peace. Peace does not come of its own accord; it must be won through
the people’s unflinching struggle. As a result of the determined
struggle of the socialist countries and the peace-loving forces of the
whole world, the US imperialists’ policies of aggression and war are
now suffering one setback after another.

A new world war can be prevented and world peace preserved and
consolidated if all the forces of peace—the great socialist camp, the
international working class, the liberation movement of the oppressed
peoples, and the peace-loving states and peoples throughout the
world—are constantly strengthened, more closely united and continue
to wage a resolute fight against the imperialists’ plots for unleashing
war by combining every possible means of struggle. Should the
imperialist maniacs launch a reckless venture, the people will sweep
away imperialism and bury it once and for all.

The socialist countries, by the very nature of their social system,
strive for peace and pursue a pacific foreign policy.

The Workers’ Party of Korea and the Government of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea have been making consistent
efforts to settle the Korean question by peaceful means and have been
struggling to safeguard peace in the Far East and the world.

The occupation of south Korea by the US imperialists and their
aggressive policy not only hinder the peaceful settlement of the Korean
question but also threaten gravely peace in the Far East.

There can be no grounds or pretexts whatsoever for the US
imperialists to keep their armed forces in south Korea, thousands of
miles away from the mainland of the United States. The US imperialist
army of aggression must get out of south Korea at once, taking all its
lethal weapons with it.

We resolutely oppose the US imperialists’ vicious scheme to create
“two Chinas” by occupying Taiwan, an inalienable Chinese territory,
and fully support the Chinese people in their just struggle for the
liberation of Taiwan. We emphatically condemn the US imperialists
for their aggression and interference in South Viet Nam, Laos and
other areas.
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The Korean people cannot overlook the fact that Japanese
imperialism has raised its head again and is openly revealing its evil
designs to invade Asia. The Japanese militarists, in particular, at the
instigation of US imperialism, are seeking to invade south Korea
economically and, at the same time, are plotting, with the latter’s
participation, an aggressive military alliance. Our people resolutely
denounce both this scheme of the Japanese militarists to reinvade south
Korea and the criminal acts of the US imperialists who actively support
it. The rearming of Japanese militarism must be decisively stopped and
the Japan-US military treaty between the US imperialists and the
Japanese militaristic forces must be immediately abrogated.

The US imperialists must withdraw from south Korea, Taiwan,
Japan, South Viet Nam, Laos and all other parts of Asia, and their
aggressive blocs and military bases must be abolished. Our people,
firmly united with all the peoples of Asia, will fight to expel the US
imperialist aggressors from all of Asia and defend peace in the Far East.

The Korean people support the efforts and the reasonable proposals
of the Soviet Union which are aimed at frustrating the imperialist
policies of aggression and war.

At present the Soviet Government proposes to conclude a peace
treaty with Germany and, on this basis, to normalize the situation in
West Berlin. It is striving towards this goal. In the face of the
machinations of the imperialists led by US imperialism to unleash a
war, the Soviet Union has also taken a series of steps for the further
strengthening of its defence capabilities and made a decision on the
resumption of nuclear tests. These are justified measures for
preventing the war adventures of the imperialists and for safeguarding
world peace and the security of the Soviet Union and other socialist
countries. We support the just stand of the Soviet Union with regard to
the conclusion of a peace treaty with Germany and the Soviet
Government’s decision on resuming nuclear tests.

Our Party and people, together with the peace-loving people of the
whole world, will also continue in the future to wage a vigorous
struggle against the US imperialist policy to unleash a war, and for the
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defence of peace in the Far East and the world. We will always remain
vigilant and strengthen our defence capabilities in every way so as to
decisively repel any surprise attack of the enemy, dependably
safeguard our socialist gains and firmly defend the eastern outpost of
the socialist camp.

Comrades,

It is the unshakable foundation of our nation’s foreign policy to
cement the unity of the socialist camp and steadily promote the relations
of mutual cooperation and friendship with all socialist countries.

Today, the socialist countries are firmly united into a big family
under the banner of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism
and are supporting and closely cooperating with each other. The unity of
the socialist camp and the development of relations of friendship and
cooperation among the countries of this camp, constitute an important
factor in consolidating national independence and facilitating socialist
construction in each of these countries.

Our Party and people have exerted every effort to strengthen
friendship and solidarity with all socialist countries and promote
mutual cooperation with them on the principle of proletarian
internationalism.

Particularly invaluable to us is the friendship with the peoples of the
Soviet Union and China.

The Soviet people are the closest friends of our people. The Soviet
people extended a warm hand of assistance to us and encouraged our
struggle whenever our people were confronted with difficulties and
ordeals in the course of the struggle to safeguard our country’s freedom
and independence and to build a new life. The Soviet Union is actively
supporting our people’s struggle for the peaceful reunification of the
country and is continuously aiding our socialist construction.
Unshakable and everlasting are the friendship and solidarity between
the peoples of Korea and the Soviet Union which have been firmly
established in the flames of the struggle for liberation and which have
been consolidated and developed on the one road indicated by the great
Lenin.
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The Chinese people are our comrades-in-arms who have shared
joys and sorrows, life and death with us in long revolutionary
struggles. The Chinese people shed their own blood to aid us at the
time of our people’s Fatherland Liberation War against the invasion of
the US imperialists. The militant friendship and solidarity firmly
established between the Korean and Chinese peoples through their
joint struggle against the common enemy are continually being
consolidated.

The recent conclusion of the Treaties of Friendship, Cooperation
and Mutual Assistance between Korea and the Soviet Union and
between Korea and China is an epoch-making event which promotes
Korean-Soviet friendship and Korean-Chinese friendship on a new and
higher level. It manifests the unanimous support of the peoples of the
Soviet Union and China for the just cause of our people.

The Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and Mutual Assistance
between Korea and the Soviet Union and the Treaty of Friendship,
Cooperation and Mutual Assistance between Korea and China are treaties
of a strictly peaceful and defensive nature aimed, above all, at
safeguarding the security of the Korean people against imperialist
aggression. These treaties are not in conflict with the cause of the peaceful
reunification of our country; rather, they will promote this reunification
by holding in check the aggressive designs of the US imperialists.

These treaties are in full accord with the interests of the Korean
people and, moreover, will make a great contribution to strengthening
the unity of the socialist camp and consolidating peace in the Far East
and the world.

The friendship and solidarity between the Korean people and the
peoples of all the other socialist countries are also growing stronger day
by day; the relations of economic and cultural cooperation are further
developing between our country and these countries. The peoples of all
the fraternal countries have rendered and continue to render enormous
economic and technical assistance in our building of socialism.

The support and aid given by the peoples of the Soviet Union, the
People’s Republic of China, the German Democratic Republic,
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Romania, Mongolia, Bulgaria, Albania, the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam, Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Poland have played a big part
in accelerating our socialist construction and are inspiring our people
in the struggle for the peaceful reunification of the country.

The friendship, solidarity and mutual cooperation between our
country and the fraternal countries embody the high principle of
proletarian internationalism and constitute an important guarantee for
all the victories of our people.

The Korean people will also exert their utmost efforts in the future
to strengthen both the might and unbreakable unity of the socialist
camp and to develop relations of friendship and cooperation with the
peoples of all socialist countries.

Our Party and the Government of the Republic consider an
important part of their foreign policy the establishment and
development of friendly relations with the national independent states
of Asia, Africa and Latin America.

We are prepared to establish diplomatic relations with all countries
that respect the freedom and independence of the Korean people and
want to establish normal state relations with our country on a basis of
equality, and we have worked towards this end.

In the past years our country has newly established diplomatic
relations with a number of countries including the Republic of Cuba,
the Republic of Guinea and the Republic of Mali. The state relations
between our country and many Asian and African countries such as
India, Indonesia, Burma, the United Arab Republic and Iraq are also
steadily developing to a higher level. The recent visits of Government
delegations of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to many
countries in Southeast Asia and Africa have served as an important
occasion for developing our relations with these countries.

We will strive, in the future as well, to further expand and
strengthen state relations with the countries in Asia, Africa and Latin
America that are fighting for their national independence and social
progress; we will try to establish and develop diplomatic relations with
an increasing number of countries.
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The past period has also witnessed the expansion and development
in our relations with foreign countries in the fields of economic and
cultural exchanges. Our country has trade relations and cultural ties
with many countries. The exchanges between our people and the
peoples of many countries in the world are also becoming more active
with each passing day, and our mutual friendship is growing.

The daily improving relations of friendship and cooperation
between our country and the peace-loving countries of Asia, Africa
and Latin America are beneficial to both sides and are conducive to the
cause of peace. We will also endeavour in the future to expand foreign
trade and develop cultural exchange and relations of friendly
cooperation with more countries on the principles of equality and
mutual benefit.

We want to set up normal relations and develop economic and
cultural exchanges with those capitalist countries which are desirous of
establishing good relations with our country.

Geographically, Japan is but a short distance from our country. And
it would be mutually beneficial to the peoples of Korea and Japan to
normalize their relations. Despite the sincere efforts of the
Government of our Republic, however, such normal relations have not
yet been established between our country and Japan.

The Japanese government continues to pursue an extremely
unfriendly policy towards our country. Such a policy on the part of the
Japanese government is detrimental to peace and security in Asia and
runs completely against the interests and desires of the Japanese
people.

The Japanese government should discard its hostile attitude
towards our country; it must adopt a realistic stand consistent with the
interests of the Korean and Japanese peoples.

One of the principles our Party has consistently upheld in
international affairs is unwavering support of the national-liberation
struggles of the oppressed peoples. The Korean people, who long
suffered in the past from colonial oppression by foreign imperialism
and still have half of their country occupied by the US imperialists,
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resolutely oppose colonialism and national oppression of every
description and extend their ardent support and encouragement to the
liberation struggles of all oppressed peoples.

We wholeheartedly support the struggle of the Vietnamese people
against the aggressive machinations of the US imperialists and their
henchmen and for achieving their country’s reunification on a
democratic basis; we support the struggle of the Laotian people for
national independence and neutrality. We also actively support the
struggle of the Japanese people for the complete independence,
democratic development and neutrality of their country, and will
further strive to strengthen friendly bonds with them.

We warmly congratulate the Cuban people on their victorious
defence of their revolutionary gains by heroically repulsing the
invasion of the US imperialists and their mercenaries. In the future, as
now, we will fully support and encourage the Cuban people in their
just struggle.

We extend sincere encouragement to the Algerian people who have
risen up in their just war for liberation and are fighting courageously.
We actively support the struggle of the Tunisian people for defending
national independence, and the national-liberation struggles of the
Angolan and all other African peoples.

The Workers’ Party of Korea and the Korean people will always
stand firmly on the side of the peoples of all countries in Asia, Africa
and Latin America who are fighting for freedom and national
independence, continue to give active support to their liberation
struggles, and will endeavour to continually strengthen our solidarity
with them.

We also express firm solidarity with the working class and the
working people in the capitalist countries who are fighting for their
right to live in, democracy and socialism; and we offer them fervent
encouragement in their struggle.

Comrades, the international communist movement has become the
most influential political force of our times and the most important
factor in social progress.
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In the past years the Communist and Workers’ Parties of all
countries have been consolidated and steeled organizationally and
ideologically through socialist construction and revolutionary
struggles, and their ranks have grown even more. At present the
Communist and Workers’ Parties are active in 87 countries in the
world and embrace more than 36 million members in their ranks.

The 1960 Moscow Conference of Representatives of Communist
and Workers’ Parties was an event of historic significance in the
development of the international communist movement. The Moscow
conference demonstrated the unity of the socialist camp and the
solidarity of the international communist movement. It bore witness to
the great victories of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian
internationalism.

The statement of the Moscow conference, which was drawn up by
the collective efforts of representatives of all the fraternal parties, is
a programme for joint struggle and a guide to action for the
Communist and Workers’ Parties.

Our Party fully supports the principles laid down in the statement of
the Moscow conference, which was drawn up with the participation of
its representatives and will continue to uphold them resolutely in the
future.

The international communist movement has been tempered in the
fierce struggle against the reactionary forces of imperialism and has
been consolidated in the fight against all sorts of opportunist trends
within the movement.

Revisionism, a reflection of bourgeois ideology, is still the main
danger to the international communist movement. The modern
revisionists are scheming to emasculate the revolutionary essence of
Marxism-Leninism, paralyse the revolutionary fighting spirit of the
working class and undermine the socialist camp and the international
communist movement from within; they are coming out as apologists
for imperialism and its reactionary policies.

Dogmatism, like revisionism, is also harmful to revolutionary work
and can become the main danger at particular stages in the
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development of individual parties. Dogmatism and factionalism
prevent the creative application of Marxism-Leninism to specific
conditions and isolate a party from the masses.

Without a relentless struggle against revisionism and dogmatism,
the individual Communist and Workers’ Parties and the international
communist movement as a whole cannot develop nor can the unity and
solidarity of its ranks be ensured. Consequently, the struggle for peace,
national independence and socialism cannot be successfully waged.

In the future, our Party will continue to struggle forcefully on the
two fronts against revisionism and dogmatism.

The source of the invincible power of the international communist
movement lies, first of all, in the unity of its ranks. The unity of the
socialist camp and the solidarity of the world communist movement
are the most essential guarantee for victory in the peoples’ struggle for
peace, national independence, democracy and socialism.

The imperialists and their lackeys, the revisionists, are maliciously
plotting to undermine the unity of the socialist camp and split the
international communist movement. But their plot is futile. It is
doomed to fail in the future as it has failed in the past. Frustrating the
divisive machinations of the enemies, the socialist countries and all the
fraternal parties are firmly guarding both the unity of the socialist camp
and the solidarity of the international communist movement and are
further strengthening that unity and solidarity.

The principles of Marxism-Leninism and  proletarian
internationalism constitute the basis of the mutual relations between the
socialist countries and between the Communist and Workers’ Parties.

All the fraternal parties, solidly united by the common ideas of
Marxism-Leninism and by the common goal of their struggle, are
cooperating closely, supporting and encouraging each other. At the
same time, the mutual relations between the fraternal parties are based
on the principles of complete equality and mutual respect.

Proceeding from Marxist-Leninist principles and the specific
conditions in their countries, the Communist and Workers’ Parties
shape their policies independently, collectively discuss problems of

274



mutual concern, work out common views by means of consultation and
unanimously abide by the agreements reached.

Experience clearly proves the vitality of such mutual relations
formed between the fraternal parties.

In its relations with all fraternal parties, our Party has always been
strictly guided by the principles of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian
internationalism. From their experience of prolonged, arduous struggle,
Korean communists are well aware of how precious the unity and
cohesion of the international communist movement is for our common
cause.

We consider it the sacred internationalist duty of the Communist
and Workers’ Parties to constantly fortify the unity of the socialist
camp and the solidarity of the international communist movement; we
believe that everything should be subordinated to the interests of this
great unity and solidarity.

Therefore, our Party has exerted and still exerts its utmost efforts to
safeguard the unity of the socialist camp and fortify the solidarity of
the international communist movement, holding high the banner of
proletarian internationalism at all times and in all circumstances.

The Workers’ Party of Korea and the Korean people will continue
to strive, in the future, to strengthen unity and cooperation with the
peoples of all the socialist countries and all the fraternal parties at all
times, do their best to build socialism successfully in our country and
to achieve the peaceful reunification of the country. In this way they
will contribute to increasing the might of the socialist camp and
winning the cause of the international working class.

Comrades,
Our people have travelled the path of glorious victories under the
leadership of the Workers’ Party of Korea.
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Our country has changed radically, and epoch-making strides have
been achieved in all aspects of our people’s life. In this land, where
incredible exploitation and oppression used to prevail, a most
advanced social system has been firmly established today in which
everyone works, helping each other, and lives happily. Our country has
become a socialist state with an independent national economy and a
brilliant national culture.

This is a great victory for the policies of our Party—the creative
application of the principles of Marxism-Leninism to Korean
reality—and is the great fruition of the heroic struggle and creative
labour of our people who are rallied closely around the Party.

There were innumerable difficulties on the road we have travelled
and our people have gone through stern trials. However, neither
difficulties nor trials could halt the advance of our Party or break the
will of our liberated people to build a rich and powerful country.

The enemy, who suffered a crushing defeat in the war, calculated
that we would never be able to rise again on the ruins and prattled that
our plan for socialist construction was a daydream that would never
come true. Life has completely shattered the enemy’s calculation. Our
Party and people, united in strength with the same mind and purpose,
have burst ahead at the speed of Chollima, breaking through all
barriers, and have thus wrought the miracle—making possible what was
considered impossible and turning dreams into reality. Now, even our
enemy cannot deny our successes.

We have already laid solid foundations for a new, bigger leap in
socialist construction and for the eternal prosperity and development of
the country and the flourishing of the nation.

We are now confronted with the important task of decisively
pushing socialist construction forward in order to further fortify the
revolutionary base in the northern half of Korea and achieve the
peaceful reunification of the country. To fulfil this task, we must
continue to exhibit exceptional energy and devotion and push forward
still faster, overcoming all difficulties.

The magnificent programme of socialist construction set forth by
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our Party is inspiring all the working people to new feats in their
work. The materialization of this programme will turn our country into
a developed industrial state and will guarantee our people as happy and
bountiful a life as others have. This will give a strong impetus to the
people in south Korea in their national-salvation struggle against US
imperialism and will open up a decisive phase in realizing the
reunification of the country.

Ours is a just cause and we will be victorious.

We have both the correct leadership of the Workers’ Party of
Korea, tempered and seasoned in arduous revolutionary struggle, and
the inexhaustible strength of our people rallied firmly around the Party.
Today the entire Korean people have fully entrusted their destiny to
our Party which is confidently leading them to victory.

One thousand million people of the countries of the socialist camp
are behind us. And progressive mankind all over the world is on our
side.

Our Party will achieve the reunification and independence of the
country and realize the cause of socialism, and will contribute to the
victory of socialism in the East by mobilizing all the revolutionary
forces of the Korean people and by strengthening their internationalist
solidarity with the peoples of the countries of the socialist camp and
the working class of the whole world.

Marxism-Leninism is an ever-victorious theory lighting the path to
a bright future for the people. It is the banner of our victory.

Victory and glory are inevitable as our Party and people forge
ahead, holding high this banner.

Let all of us valiantly march forward towards new victories along
the road indicated by Marxism-Leninism under the leadership of the
Workers’ Party of Korea!
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LET US FURTHER INCREASE THE FIGHTING
EFFICIENCY OF THE NAVY AND DEFEND
FIRMLY THE WATERS OF OUR COUNTRY

Talk with the Officers of Unit No. 597
of the Korean People’s Army
October 3, 1961

Today I inspected the unit and was very much satisfied. The seamen
are all lively, courageous and vigorous. Warships are in good
condition, and so are the defensive works and combat readiness, while
the environments are clean.

You have reported that the material conditions are well provided,
that your life is good and that the programme of your military and
political training has been carried out punctually. That is excellent.

The makeup of the unit is also fine. Party members account for half
the total strength. The better part of the officers have rich combat
experience as veterans of the Fatherland Liberation War. With this
force, you will be able to cope with any difficult battle.

The special merit in your work is that not a single accident has
occurred this year. Accidents occur when the soldiers are in an unsound
mental state and lack discipline and order. The fact that no accident has
happened in the unit means that it is well disciplined and in good order
and that political work and everything else are going well.

I am very pleased about this and I would like to express, on behalf
of the Party Central Committee, my thanks to all officers and men of
the unit.
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As you know, the Fourth Congress of our Party was held
successfully some time ago. This Party congress reviewed its work
during the five years since the Third Party Congress.

In the past five years, we achieved a decisive victory in the socialist
revolution and construction. We eliminated capitalist elements and
successfully carried out the socialist revolution and thus turned our
country into a society free from exploitation and oppression. We also
did away with economic backwardness caused by the long years of
colonial rule and built an independent economy and transformed our
country, once backward, into a socialist industrial-agricultural state.
We laid foundations of socialism and basically solved the problems of
food, clothing and housing for the people in a very short period. We
have a solid basis on which to provide the people with a richer life and
turn our country into a powerful socialist industrial state. As a result, a
happy socialist society has now become a reality, a desire for which we
communists had fought, shedding blood, for several decades. This is a
great victory won by our Party and people.

Our brilliant success in socialist construction is due to the
correctness of our Party’s basic line of economic construction which is
to give priority to the growth of heavy industry while at the same time
ensuring the development of light industry and agriculture, and also to
the people’s vigorous struggle to implement this line. Today’s victory
would have been impossible, had we not ensured the priority growth of
heavy industry which the anti-Party factionalists argued against.

One of our major successes is that we have eliminated the
anti-Party factionalists lurking in the Party and further strengthened the
unity and cohesion of the Party. The whole Party is now united solidly
around its Central Committee, the links between the Party and the
masses have become closer, and all the people support and trust the
Party without reserve.

Our Party has now become able to educate and remould the masses
and confidently set about re-educating all sections of the masses on
communist lines. This is a great success in the development of our
Party.
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The Fourth Party Congress was indeed a meeting of victors, which
summed up the great victory gained by our Party and people in the past
years. The delegates from fraternal parties to this Party congress, too,
unanimously called it a congress of victors and solidarity, and gave
active support to the struggle of our Party and people. Complimenting
our Party on its absolutely correct policies, they said that Korea was a
model for the Asian and African countries and that they should learn
from Korea. This gives us a great pride.

The Fourth Party Congress set forth the new gigantic tasks of the
Seven-Year Plan on the basis of the review of the victory and
achievements in the revolution and construction in the past years.

The main task of the Seven-Year Plan is to carry out an all-round
technical revolution in every field of the national economy. The
technical revolution, in short, means a revolution to free the working
people from toilsome labour. There still remains a lot of arduous work
in industry, agriculture, fisheries, local industry and various other
fields of national economy. Through the technical revolution we must
abolish the outdated production methods, free the working people from
arduous work and ensure that the work is easier and more productive of
material wealth.

We also intend to promote the cultural revolution vigorously during
the Seven-Year Plan so that all the working people become
knowledgeable and acquire technical knowledge, thus raising the
scientific level of our country to world standards.

In a nutshell, the recent Party congress put forward the task of
turning our country into a rich and powerful socialist state with modern
industry, developed agriculture and advanced science and technology,
into an industrial state where not only industry but also agriculture and
fisheries have all been mechanized.

When the Seven-Year Plan is fulfilled our country will become a
prosperous country, and our people will realize their age-long desire to
live in happiness, on a diet of rice and meat soup, in silk attire and in
tile-roofed houses. From the olden days the Koreans have regarded
such a life as an ideal one. We aim at attaining this level during the
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Seven-Year Plan. This is the militant task which our Party put forward
to the entire nation.

The task of next year, the second year of the Seven-Year Plan, is to
attain six goals—1,200,000 tons of steel, 15 million tons of coal, 250
million metres of fabrics, 800,000 tons of products from the sea, 5
million tons of grain and 200,000 houses.

If we attain these six objectives, we will be able to fulfil the
assignments for the first three years of the Seven-Year Plan to improve
radically the people’s standard of living.

This militant task proposed by our Party gives a sound prospect to
our people. Our Party membership and all the rest of the people know
the correctness of Party policy through their own experience. So there
is not a shadow of doubt that they will, in the future, too, uphold the
Party policy and strive for its implementation.

Today the duty of the People’s Army is to defend the people in their
struggle to carry out the Seven-Year Plan. You must step up combat
preparations and keep yourselves ready for action at all times so as to
destroy the enemy at one stroke whenever they venture to attack us. In
this way you will firmly safeguard the waters and coastal lines of the
country. Only then will you be able to defend firmly our people’s
creative labour and socialist gains.

Our navy has no mission to invade or conquer other countries
whatever the circumstances. The US and other imperialists build up
their naval forces for the purpose of invading other countries across
oceans and seas. But we strengthen our naval forces in order to
safeguard the country by destroying the enemies who invade our
territorial waters. So our navy’s basic mission is to wipe out attacking
enemies on the sea and firmly defend the socialist achievements of the
workers, peasants and working intellectuals from hostile
encroachment.

We are now taking every step to strengthen and develop the navy
further.

To do this, we have to produce necessary equipment ourselves. We
must build many ships of various types and also strive to produce

281



high-speed engines by our own efforts. We had many difficulties in our
effort to build up the navy because our industrial foundations were
weak in the past. But we have laid solid foundations for socialist
industrialization in our country, and these enable us to improve the
naval equipment by ourselves. Now we can build fairly good ships by
our own efforts. We intend to reinforce the naval equipment by making
ourselves all that we need in large quantities and importing what we
need in small quantities or what is difficult for us to manufacture.

Your task is to continue to improve combat readiness. You must
improve your combat training and defensive works and prepare
yourselves to perform your combat mission with credit at all times.

Next, you must continue to exert great efforts to make the naval
forces a cadre navy.

Training commanding personnel at the Naval University alone is
not enough to resolve the problem of cadres. Every seaman must raise
his technical level so that the navy will be able to meet its own demand
for cadres when there is a need to increase the naval strength. The Party
policy is that the entire army should be developed into an army of
cadres by raising their technical standard.

Y ou must continue to implement this policy to the letter. You must
intensify your technical training to ensure that every soldier can
skilfully handle not only the existing technical equipment but the latest
weapons and equipment.

I have been told that some of the seamen get seasick. Of course, at
first, everyone may get seasick somewhat aboard a ship. But I think it
would be too long a time if they take several months to be good
seamen. You must step up the training to become immune from
seasickness as soon as possible.

An important thing in improving combat preparations is to build
defensive tunnels well. The experience of the Fatherland Liberation
War shows that tunnels offer the best protection of weapons and
equipment. Effective use of mountains which characterize our country
is of great significance from a military point of view. That is why we
must build tunnels everywhere, taking advantage of mountains.
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Another most important matter in the People’s Army is to
strengthen Party work.

The army, too, must give priority to political work. As I was given
to understand, things are going well in those sectors of the national
economy where political work is given priority in all matters in
accordance with Party policy. The same can be said of the army.

Giving priority to political work means starting with political work
in all matters. This work must be undertaken not only by political
workers but by all Party members. The object of the army’s political
work is men and officers. All political workers and Party members
must always educate and remould soldiers to ensure that not a single
man lags behind.

Comrade Kil Hwak Sil, a young girl, is very good at re-educating
people. She says that there is no one that cannot be remoulded except
hostile elements.

The most important thing in the re-education of people is to
intensify communist education. Every Party member should become
a communist educator and undertake the responsibility to educate one
person. Then, there will not be a single laggard in the unit, and every
soldier will display all his energy and talents for the Party, the
country, the people, and socialism and communism anywhere and
anytime.

The Fourth Party Congress made a point of re-educating people on
communist lines. Even fraternal parties are now saying that they will
learn from our Party’s Chongsanri method, the method of re-educating
people on communist lines by giving priority to political work. A
certain foreign delegate who participated in the recent congress of our
Party remarked that communist education in Korea was at a very high
level and that he would have to turn to the Korean Party for the method
of educating and remoulding people on communist lines.

It is only sixteen years since our country was liberated, but the
experience gained by our Party during this period is very valuable. It is
true that we have not yet completely solved the question of communist
education. But we can say that we are fully committed to the task of
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re-educating people in a communist way.

You must thoroughly put into practice the Party’s policy of giving
priority to political work over all other work and educating and
remoulding people in a communist way. Only then will you be able to
unite all the soldiers closely around the Party Central Committee,
encourage them to fulfil unfailingly their combat missions given by the
Party, observe discipline willingly and take the lead in combat actions.
If precedence is given to political work over all other affairs, technical
study and combat training will be successful, combat missions will be
fulfilled creditably, and everything else will go well.

The report to the Fourth Party Congress gives full explanations to
the questions of re-educating people, strengthening Party committees
and cells and other details of Party work. These are the tasks all Party
organizations must carry out, regarding them as guide to their work.
Therefore, you must not only study this report profoundly but also
strive to implement it thoroughly in and out of practical work.

Commanding officers and political workers must always give close
attention to the men’s daily life.

It must be ensured that the men regularly listen to the radio even
when they are at sea so that they are kept well informed of the
situation at home and abroad, and abreast of the state life. They
should be provided adequately with musical instruments so that they
can lead a cultural life. It would be advisable to use widely both
Western and our national instruments. Our national instruments are
very melodious.

I inquired into the men’s living conditions and found them fairly
good. I was told that the unit is doing sideline work. It is a good thing.
This work should not come in the way of military training. It is also a
good thing that the cooperative of officers’ dependent families is
increasing their income. A greater income and a higher standard of
living will be more beneficial to officers’ lives and health.

The unit should look after their families well. Not only soldiers but
also their dependents and the civilian workers of the unit should be
provided regularly with bath and other services. Attention should also
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be directed to the education of children. I was told that here are primary
and junior middle schools, and you must help them properly. Heads of
political departments and political workers in particular should show
more concern for the school affairs. We should thus see to it that the
sons and daughters of the naval officers become fine seamen in the
future.

I am very much satisfied with your work and life, and I wish you
still greater success in your future work.
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THE DUTY OF MOTHERS IN THE EDUCATION
OF CHILDREN

Speech at the National Meeting of Mothers
November 16, 1961

Comrades,

I have heard with great interest the report and speeches at this
meeting of mothers and I am deeply moved. First of all, on behalf of
the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and the
Government of the Republic, I should like to express my gratitude to
you the Women’s Union officials present here and to all mothers who
are devoting themselves to the education of children and the building
of socialism. I also extend my warm thanks especially to the mother Ri
Yong Suk who has displayed an exceptional patriotic zeal in
embodying our Party’s policies in actual life and set a fine example in
the education of children, and to Comrade Kang Kyong Rim, the
heroine in the Couple of Mt. Kumgang.

The Fourth Congress of our Party proposed as an important task
educating and rearing the young generation along communist lines.

With a view to carrying out successfully the task set forth at the Party
congress, the Women’s Union has convened this meeting of mothers,
who have the primary responsibility for the education of children, and
has brought under discussion the problem of further enhancing their role
as educators. I think the meeting is very opportune.

Confident that this meeting will prove most successful, I would like
to touch on a few matters.

286



We must know, above all, that the circumstances we are in now are
fundamentally different from those of the past, and hence the duty and
role of our mothers also differ from those they once performed. Every
mother loves her sons and daughters and wishes to get them to progress
in this world. Through all ages, ancient and modern, there is scarcely a
mother who is utterly indifferent to the education of her children. But
in the past, the mothers’ hopes to bring up their children into fine
personalities could not be realized.

In the exploiting society our people were exploited and oppressed
by landlords and capitalists, and suppressed and humiliated by the
imperialists. Since colonial slavery condemned them to hunger and
poverty, oppression and maltreatment, it was utterly unthinkable for
them to provide their sons and daughters with the proper education and
training. In fact, even well-to-do families with a sizeable amount of
money and land were not free from national oppression; they had to
suffer the discrimination of the Japanese imperialist rulers against the
schooling of their children, and this is without mentioning the children
of the poor.

There were many prerequisites for entering a middle school. The
applicant had to submit a document on his family’s financial status
showing there was enough money to pay for his school expenses. The
student was asked to make donations and attend school in nice
uniforms, overcoats and leather shoes. Sending children to such a
school was beyond the reach of the poor who lived from hand to
mouth.

But times have changed. It is now 16 years since we were liberated
from the yoke of Japanese imperialist rule. During this period our
people not only carried out democratic reforms, putting an end to
colonial and feudal exploitation and oppression, but also completed the
socialist transformation of relations of production in town and country
and firmly established a socialist system where exploitation and
oppression no longer exist. In our country the source of exploitation
and oppression of man by man has been removed once and for all and
everyone has come to enjoy a free, harmonious life.
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After the war, through an arduous struggle, our people built new,
magnificent towns and beautiful villages out of the ashes and laid a
solid foundation for an independent economy. The problems of food,
clothing and housing for the people have been generally solved, and
everyone now lives without preoccupation. In our country today no
one worries about food and clothing, nor do they find it hard to send
their children to school or to receive medical care.

Our only regret is that we have not yet liberated the southern half.
We feel deeply sorry for our compatriots in south Korea who are
subjected to a life of misery under the yoke of US imperialism. That is
our only big worry. Our minds are not preoccupied with any other
worry; we are now just concerned about our task of creating a better
life and building a richer and stronger country in the future. Now
everybody wants to live better and enjoy a more pleasant and longer
life, and see his children better educated and more trained.

We now have all foundations for making the country wealthier and
mightier and for enriching the people’s life. Our living standards are
rising daily, and we are approaching the crest of socialism step by step.

Our ideal is to build a society where everyone is well fed, well
clothed and lives a long life, a society where there is no laggard nor
idler and where everybody is progressive and works devotedly, a
society where all people live united in harmony as one big family.
Such a society, we can say, is precisely a communist society.

In a communist society, there is such wealth that people work
according to their abilities and receive according to their needs. In
other words, people can have as much as they want and their life’s
demands are fully satisfied. Further, in a communist society people
will have still closer relationships with each other and the principle of
“One for all and all for one” will be fully realized.

Can we build such a society? Certainly, we can. Our people can say
so on the strength of the achievements they have made so far.

After the armistice our people started reconstructing from scratch.
Things were very hard for us then. All cities and towns, from
Pyongyang and other big cities down to small local cities and towns,
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were completely levelled. Factories, enterprises, railways, transport
installations, roads, bridges and cultural establishments for which our
people had shed blood and sweat over a long period, were totally
destroyed. Reservoirs and irrigation facilities, too, were demolished
and rural villages devastated. There were no draught animals nor farm
machines; an acute shortage of manpower existed; and our rice paddies
and dry fields were severely damaged. There was not a brick nor an
ounce of cement to build houses; we could hardly even get a sheet of
steel for construction.

Under these circumstances everyone was quite uncertain about how
we were going to get ourselves back on our feet. The Yankees believed
it would take the north Koreans at least a hundred years to do it. They
calculated that with all the material assets destroyed and large numbers
of people killed in north Korea, we would be unable to rapidly rise on
our feet again no matter what means we might employ.

However, only six to seven years after the war, instead of a hundred
years, our people have completely rehabilitated the ruined national
economy and, furthermore, have erected far more magnificent and
beautiful towns and villages than those of the prewar years and have
built a socialist state with an incomparably stronger modern industry
and agriculture than existed in prewar days. We have built several
times as many factories and enterprises, housing units and schools as
we had before the war. The looks of our towns and villages have
changed beyond recognition and our people’s standard of living has
immeasurably improved. This is a miracle. It is a stark reality no one
dare deny. Even our enemies, not to speak of our friends, admitted this.

These achievements afford a striking example which clearly proves
that our people, under the correct leadership of our Party and closely
rallied around it, can display a truly inexhaustible strength in the
reconstruction of the national economy, just as they did in the struggle
against foreign aggressors.

Judging from the fact that our people, empty-handed, could work
such a miracle in only six to seven years after the war, we can say with
confidence that we are able to do anything today, since we have an
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abundance of all material and spiritual assets.

The Fourth Congress of our Party set forth the great prospective
tasks of the Seven-Year Plan aimed at attaining the eminence of
socialism. The basic task of the Seven-Year Plan is to carry out the
technical and cultural revolutions in our country. We should
mechanize all branches of the national economy to raise labour
productivity and free the working people from arduous labour.
Agriculture should be mechanized and even local industries should all
be equipped with up-to-date techniques. We should further increase
the ranks of our national cadres with modern scientific and
technological preparation and raise the technical and cultural levels of
the working masses still higher. We should thus provide our people
with a far more abundant and modern life than exists at present. Then
we will have reached the apex of socialism.

This summit of socialism signifies a socialist society where our
living standard will be considerably higher than it is now. When we
carry out the Seven-Year Plan, our people will be far better off than
they are now and our country will have taken on the entire aspect of an
advanced socialist industrial state.

To fulfil the Seven-Year Plan is a less difficult task than the
struggle we have waged over the past seven years.

We shall come closer to communism when we fulfil the
Seven-Year Plan, reunify the country and conquer new peaks.

It is wrong, therefore, to regard communist society as something of
a mystery which can only become a reality in the distant future. By
working hard at it we can concretize our ideal of communist
construction in the not-too-distant future.

What, then, is the most difficult task in building a communist
society, which is our ideal? Is it just the construction of factories? True,
we have to build many factories, but that is not so difficult. If we strive
with the same spirit displayed in the hard-fought battles against past
adversities, we can successfully complete all construction works in a
short space of time, including the building of factories, roads, irrigation
facilities and dwellings.
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To create material wealth is relatively easy and it quickly yields
tangible results. To realize technological reconstruction in the
countryside, for example, we need only to introduce mechanization,
irrigation, electrification and chemicalization, which are enough to
bring about immediate results. Here we can see clearly what has been
done, what has not yet been done and what is to be done in the future.
We can steadily develop the national economy through planning
according to the laws of development of socialist economy. At any
rate, the work of laying the material and technological foundations of
socialism and communism can be accomplished, if we push it ahead by
fixing a definite time limit, say, 10 or 15 years.

What is difficult is to educate 