Bruxelles
June 23, 1971

Dear Joe and Barry

Arrived baek here last night fream spending the week in England and
attending the IMO congress en the 19th and 20%h,

No doubt the most im ant congress I attended, My cemments are more
speculative that these I ¢ on the Ligue Communiste congress as we witnes se
at the IMG congress enl suall part of what 4s a precess which I think miiix

well have grave implications in the unfolding d spute in ths movement hnd
§Ey be the ogcning ef a whole new chapter in the struggle te build the Fourth,
ow to begin

Bob Pennington in a boastful mood to one ef the tendensy in a pub dispute
salid that he was sut to take over 4O & of the P9 seats on 1ncomin%rll
He achieved that, The L fifur- Pendington gave mxmxmxix 's flow nee|
of roprgﬁantation but control, Pennington now has control of the leading body
of the

Cf the old 18 member kmdpxmfmihw NO plus alternates --£ have been
dropped,2 have been demeted frem member te alternate, Only 1l of the old NC
remain on the new NC which totals now 22 memberas, My name mpellings may be
wrong here--I think it is worth giving them as seme of us knew the Br leader-
ship better than the leadership of the ethar sections, Drepped frem the last
NC —Remney, Phil Hirst, Lecnora Lleyd, Southall, Atchesen, Uphali(leaving
the eountry’ Pat Frid as she joined the tendency, and Tonj Gortoen as thu{ cut
down tendency representation, Penningtaon tyied also to dump Tessa Ihngz deren
and Dave Kendal, Kendal made it but not because of TariQ's imipansiened speech
(1t appears that he is actually editor of the Mole in T!'s absence and actually
worked out the grand strategy against the Black Dwarf which they consider a
mastarly maneuver) but because {in a huff Marie-Therese Weal who was on the
Hominating committee slate as an alternate, resigned in his favor.

Thers are 30 members all told——23 full 8 alternates

The top four posts werse given te Pat J, Tariq, Julian A, Peter Gowan hut
from then on down Pennington moved im, Of the 22 fuil mexbers Pennington has
7 selid voters plus three alternates and another probables fivs supporters
The tendency has two full members and one alternate., The cld leadership
xxmux compesed of Pat J 3 ari§, Julian Atkinsen, Peter Gowan,Bob Purdy and the

Weals and Dave Kendall ( not exactly a hemogeneous grnu; and the others
are notable for playing selo rol t subjeot to Pennington's
preasure,

The Pennington ferces are definitely a tendency even though they never
declared themselves as such, In fact they had everything so wﬁfp ed u
against the TENDENCY that they were able to claim acceptpace that

everoyne slse, all the rest of the dq}ng: n nc{ at _the v3§y
outaet of the congress on the basis that gainat the DENCY,
The Jordan-Ali current showed a bit of awarensss of what was pening on
the segond day when they paraded up to the neminating cgmmit¥ee but they were
staumrollcrod--thoI r:feat.d and added teo lvcrz hyat-rzggm inst the
TENDENCY, wnet w etely along with depriving the TEND %ifﬂf any voice in
the ulaoéions of the NC members and alternates when it obviously could have been
very useful to them 8o twrn back Peanington, The TENDENCYNGHEN small as it is
holds the balance of power,

Perhaps in that aituation the TENRRNEF could be said to have missed the
ball--however it seems obvious to me that the Pat-Tariq greup would have
visciously repulsed any TENDENCY approash or %ﬁl&a&@ £ 1t really knew

what was going on would have been afraid to, TENDENC V
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The TENDENCY E%a;ed an excellent role, The vote on the main raesolution

was 11 for the TENDENCY 51 against. The tendency now has 25 members in the

200 member IMG.The situation has improved qualitatively, Not only hae the

0ld guard matured but it is not nearly so dependent on Connie. All of them
roved to be very articulate, very developed. Tony Roberts axpressed the
BHBENCY's views extremely aﬁly and 1f reason could prevailj would have
carried the day with his contributions, Anne Bhask of Nottingham was really
phenemenal--it seemgd to me that Alan H has developad further as a leader,

The psrformance of Vonnle and all of them wan all the more renarkable as

they were continually harassed, their contribution cut down drastically time

wise. etc ete. The other a-psct to the qualiatively favorable development of ti
the TENDENCYA was the adherence of 8 comrades from Glasgow, They struck me as

very able comrades. Several of them made sxcellent contributions

continuously poisoning the atmosphere against the SWP and the CHERBSNG
Pennington and Co add texpmhxmx considerakle venom aiainat coaling th ﬂgs,
from theipaianciyview of the Internatiocnal, While Livio,Pierre, Ernest and
the LC to some considerable depgree determine the line snd conduct of the
Pat J =Tarig group thex are appa ly looked upon with contempt by the
Fennington grc::nuqlr1 “Whige Tariq and Pat J's group flounder around here and

How to define the Pennington tendency? While the whols leadershis ke

there Penningtorthas P a machine in operation--while the former talk ahout
tieir stupid line Pennington refines it and acts and attracts those who want
to act, Some of the comrades define Pennington as ouvrieriBt. But I do

not thing this is a s{fitable definition, Yes, he is oriented to the worlers
but his attitude to the student youth around the ING is not that they shouldbe
standing outdide of the factory gates distributing leaflete and papers telling
the horny-handed sone of toil what to do. He would shame them and harass them
a8 petty bourgeois and drive them %o actunllg go into the shops. He would
orisnt the IMG to a considerable body of Bngli e ‘ o abpps wh
generally ultra left-sectarians , IHCPHENON

school, Contefftuous of idens, impatient with discuscion armed with a couple

of essentially crude ideas cutting out slashing here and bhere. There was

strong comedy in many of their stances tragic~comedy of course. From Penningtc

a couple of simple ideas delivered with a EEfudo comradelg style that naover
éginn @

lle 1s a‘azchina politcian of a vicious tyfe, a factionalist of the Healy

mias opportunity to slash at the TENDENCY, From his leading spokesmen
particularly one John Roas who demonstrate$positively sacdistic pleanure

in debate Bone, aTydste ANSAcks o OPRP STTRMPINARTBRTS- FEbaSeurrent ac
petty bourgeois snd 1ltwel? as proletarian ,ths Tarig- <Jorien curyrnt oo
talkere and itself ac militant, egaressive activists, It que 1t on:d .
Merie-Therese! qualifications, challonged hearshly Deve Kendal's , gttacmed
Tecsp Vangelderen #s ineffec p dumped Southall to replace him with
Willianson who apparently is transparsistly a Penzingion stooge, cstablished
dospite protests a fellow named Tuwmer on the I one uf_his
xford cliguve who G only a short while beforc been Aropgod E«m "c

and ina tivity,
Iﬁé%:yab te;tioniatt%oaitian on the labor perty hes vprobebly
been jignored by tﬁe pormington group with its il industrizl urlontatlt_mJ
but &%s congres:n sAw them cemplately reverse the IMG positiom tp o oz X
entially correct one. Tha latecst issue of the Mole runs = lumglng ar?igk
by John Roos.xikmk Pat t0l3 the congrees during his report on the Q“Liuic-
21 renslution that this article on the LP is embeddied in the rea,;ut%an.
'wverything was hoading towerds the fusion of the IAG and 5par§¢on§ Lermue
-——this i3 Tarid and Pat's line, Pennington wes going alaNs with 1}._::but
this oongresas saw him reverse his position=—the matior has baen tf?xuu.

This we have s wimtkmy situstion where Ponnington has n mejority
ond hes estrbLlished hie line ]

rhat is his line 7777 It ie the same =8 thu SLL's

LA Con-s
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In the course of & contribution to ths discussion on youth yohn
Ruberta cleimed that the IMG does not &o solid work in nny of the aress
thet 1t telks & gret desl about-—-for instance the big anction im molidarity
vith the Irieh,in Birmingham involved only 20 comredes . He scored amll fe
talk about fﬂu%orw implantation ae thare are no conoretse proposals and
es for the much talked of aétion committess——they dont even exiot., He
attaclked the wey that I&G fus.on with the 3L hma been posed--ho- can you
build ite—thiec iz doing irreparable harm to our work in this key Arer
e should be moving in t.c opposite direction with the yowth——patting

their awn péper, thelr owq . @AW sn same full ti-o staff,
Linda Smith of Galagow ﬁ?éaigegﬁ ﬁ?@ﬁtggﬂﬁfs for naot making the ind stris
working claza central--not for reject.on of student—-women etc but distin
¢tly poviphernl, muast t8ke deocislive orietnation to the lndustrisl Hrolzt
aralt. Streszed nsed for a functicining induatrial caucus and sending
some vork rs to (largow, h: 11 ARgree o the jyrath radierligation s a51d
but we cant ceérry mmss youth work ou we do not have the force:z t90 ds 39,
Buob Braxton warmed againat the danger of the congress concentriting
o the tendency--he doesn't coneider tha tendoney sz B politicel oprossi
tim but az an orgenizetionel disgastor. Noneitheleas ha atatal thet the
pernpeative dovcument presecnted by Pat J is amsslutely unliceur-~-and thet
it iz largsly vyoutl orientated vhen ka if we dont comwentrote on the
induatriel proletariat , makking this our conter ,w: went male any grolans
from the periphery, lie thought that fusion of the 3



