April 23, 1971

Dear John and John;

Went to the airport with Joe yeaaterday noon and then got Mznjon

onto the Zurich express around three---attended the meeting that JGS organ0
iged for Tarique Ali up at the university and here it is - o clock on
Friday-~the firat time in some pericd that I have had an opportunity to

git down and write.

Good to %et tlie note on Mike's trip over here. Yes it was a highly
conspiratorial action, Nox word of it got to me although I have seen everyone
since his trip ~~havent been to Paris but Plerre and Sandor were here for
the United Secretariat meeting, ¥mxbsgm Tariq wasny hese but Iphali ,the
Ceylonese was as was Pate=-and not one word was said to me, .Of course anyone
with experience would know that such a visit would leak out sconar or later
but naively they are even acting as conspirators. I ¥ald various comrades thi
that 1 wou{d probably go to Engfand this weekend--Ermnet told me that the
bureau meeting would be Wednesday so I said of course I will be back in
time, But when I turned up yesterday at the headquarters and told Vergeut
that I did not think I would be leaving he immediately told me that the
meeting was changed by Ernest to Tuesday, that he is going to Paris but would
be here by then,' Are they cooking up anything for Tuesday umxtmgxwhen fhey
thought I would be away? I doubt it very much.

Well 1 raised themmatter with Ughali. He is a Ceyloness who just
recently joined the IMG--was in H'E y's outfit ior a perliod. I have a very
poor impression of him._ Inmssing I mamkimmmen + asked him if he had met
a Canadian comrade who X understoed was in England for a short period. He
sald oh yes ,but had not had a chanc¢e to talk with him but no doubt Tarig
had spent some time with him, On the evening of the 2lst Joe and I took
Manon up to see Ernest and Uisela, Ernest inwolved Manon in a conversation
along lines which that I am as ccmpetent if not more competent, I think I
noted in a Dear Joe and Barry letter that he has never ever taken out time
to have a discussion with me on ang lebel of importance--except for one
bureau meeting that didn't come off where we ha i hassle on Britain, He has
never enquired about the Canadian movement, what I think of the US situation
the SWP etc etc, So the conversation which for reasons she did not explain
to me Manon did not feel comforatble about atruck me as highly amusing,

At anyrate while he was looking for a book I mentioned in passing that I
understood that Mike Mill had s:ased thro Bruaaelles--tgat you had tonld
me, He expressed suprise--~-mmdan't the Parisian comrades told me. Then he
said that he had got a phone call from Mike and and went down and met him
in the station where he had had a short discussion, He did not offer
anything on the subject of the conversation mut 1 said nothing further and
he was apparently happy to let the question drop, If Mike had not vodunteer
that he had been in Brusselles and London we would probablw have never
known---probably something would have been said ultimatley in Paris,

Not only has mike not received a letter from Bala calling for demos
here there and everywhere but no cne else has eithere--there is no such lette
ht the turn of events in Ceylon we got a wire here telling Vergeat not to
come and a letter would follow, Subsequently =-about 1C days later a letter
arrived which I read and which I gather was received by ICP, They will no
doubt be publishing part of it and we should take our lead from it, Since
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then thare has been one other letter received--Ernest showed it to Joe and

I when we visited with Manon on the 2lat...three days after you wrote your
letter to me about Mike. This i s a very cryptic letter as between membars of
a family--the main poit of which is to tell us that he has not been arrested
--althoug of course as you know there ia a curfew and very limited freedom
of movenent, Of course it does not call for any action, And as yon will have
noted the United Secretariat also doas not call for actions in Canada or
elsewhere, Thers 'mve heen none here in Europe--Thay wanted Urhili to gec on

2 money raisinr speaking tour of the US which Joe scotched because ol the
unfavn-ably time of year.from this point of view,

There is no information here on Ceylon other than what is ¢leaned in
erimarily the British ca-itallst press which they are all now {vllowinz with
ereat avidilty, It would seem that the JVP (Peoples Liberation Move-ent)
i3 of some scope and I would gather that it 1s not at all uxcluded tiat tleore
wight=cme out of 1tszome Yind of guerrilla movement . Of course you can
imagine how they here interpret everything., Of course they are saying not.ing
about the fact that ouwr movement mlased this entire expression ol the
youth radicalization in Ceylon and are grabbing onto the faet that a s.art
wnile ago we held a common meeting with them in Ceylon, Bala apparently heard
ol' this movement when some of his union members started to J in it. I aw not
at a1l sure what kind of relations our comrade actually formel with then,

In the mimeographed irformation sheet that you have received along with the
minutes etc there is some confusion I gather, Vergeat was trankating this into
the French for Royge and he said that there was an inaccuwracy, In the rracass
of this conversation {Uphall was here too as author) I am doutful if any serio
fous kind of front of any continulng character was formed with hhem whicn I
gather the statement says(dont have a copy here) but that tyhat meeting was a
one shot affair, But as we know from previous reports the LSSP(R) is pretty
mich a one man operation--with the one man overwhelmed by hisuwnion respon-
sibilities, Vergeat was saying the other day about Bala's tonce:: about

his security and howhhe 1s carefllly grooming a 'ellow to fill his shoes--—
who turns out not to be a LSSP(R)er,

It would be good to get all the information from Mlke you can got,.
I wouldn't bother arguing with him=-using information that I have sent you
against hlg=--be affable-find out what he has to say. ‘¢ dont necd to h-ld
-ny demes on “eylon at this time, In fact I gather sven in England there there
are a sreat many Pakistanl's and Bengalese wlth their fagure of Tralo the IMG
is holding no demos on Bengal, They are being carried by Bengalese and
Fakistani probablK with our partieipation--although In all the reports of
themin the British press I never see Tariq'smame appear, I asked h
yesterday about the paper he put out in hislanguage--=-they do not have any
Eopéga gftany recent vintage and are only thinﬁ?ﬁg of puting somethin - out
n the ure,

Tario's meeting here 1ladt night was only attended by a hundrod renple
and they brought in persons from Liege and Ghent--and it was low key-ed
certainly not indignant or action oriented,

Yos we do not need to pay any attention to Mike, I am not interested in
hearing dm sound off at a plenum, Let him put a document into the dfscussion
which we will circulate,

Incidently Joe had a lengthy discussion with Ciselz on tie :iorld congre:
assingments and Gisela told Joe that they hope that minority tendencies will
have represantation at the world congress, ..l suppose Mike, But it also
means @he British tendency too, I see no objection except in light of the
fact that the minority amounts to almost notiiing we wont pay hia way--

This time we should consider sending Manon or Jean Herivault--it will be
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0f course the Montreal discussion will be interesting. We should be able to

effectively hit into the ménbrity on a very edgiationzl plane. Jog brogght over
SwiwwCisela-livio documents. MTiseal was

r£%§1%¥1R§fE% ggplngg g%nya .gtio Fet a g%ance at it, Really does a Job

on them =-using the Canadian experience--the Mole article and Taric's TV

broadcast. It should be avallable very shortly--we should promote discusgsion on

it on a bhig scale,

Rut to take a first stab about the important davelogments ard =~rnphlems in
Cor g, I will be rereading all theletters tonight=--"yours arl Jaccules
~--havent reveived anything from Art,

And a few words on things that you may well be already taking acticn on,

Joan---yes she cannot be organizer of the Tronto branch--1 thin% 211 of
vg "ave been aware cf it for sometime--but very loyally when no one else orfered
to talke on thiskkey responsibility she took 1t agaln, We need to relleve here
of this and I cannot think of anyone who is more qualified than John S, I am sur:
everyone will be all for it. I am opposed to Joan going into Crescent...or
the Vanguard bookstore, ‘e "ave to move other ways to solve these nrofects,

I think we have to have a couple of lcading comradesopen up & franteral
talk with Joan. Jacoule sugpests that she should move in on the Edmonton
situation and release Vendy who hasn't probably had the opportunity to develop
as she should, That should be very seriously considered, And I have another
propoai ion that should be considered.s...that Joan should come to England,

It isbhard to see where we are going there--signes point to the IMG leadership
exrelling leading tendency comrades-=-a split., The main responsibility for
everything fallsthtere on Connie--and it is altogther too much, The situation
has to be strengthened, Perhaps Joan would really like to move back into herx
own country, I think we need to have a couple of discussions=-no decisions
right away., Perhaps Joan would like to come over for the IMG conference on
June 19 and 20,..and look things over, There are many problems--one of then
Rob and her relations with him, My impression is that they are very much attache
to one another--then again I might be quite wrong, e need to open up the
d*scussion with herm I am cuite convinced that Crescent and Vanguard beoks
are not for herm, She 1s able to make a bigger contribution and in my
oninion her methnds of work are not too positive for these two projects,

Now as to my schedule here., I gave Jacguie's letter on lontreal, JohnsR
lenethy letter and John 8's shorter leter to Joe to read, lle did not say much
#x I told him about my impreassions of Art's frame of mind and a bit about
the operation fo the paper with Dick and his methods. The only conclusion
T think one could draw i1s that I should return to Toronto as soon as possible
’knemwazmxmcymimengnghaxX I will have to reread your letters but I have
the imnression that John R is not moving far a feow weeks and that there is
goinz to be an overlap--John R- Art Y «-perlod I see from John S 'slstter
that the hranch conference is not till mid May. At anyrate I sugrmested to
Joe that I should pull out after the Ligue Communiste convention--in the
first veek in June,.®3ix---31 months stay in our 6month contzact,

He thinks that it 1s very imﬁortant that I should stay dhere for the
IMG conferences w=—--June 19 =20the--I see that there is a United Secretariat
meeting on the 26-~27 and in all probability they would want to extend it
for that week so Al Connie and the south with us would talk things over,

vell what do you think,

I am very hesitant tc bake a stand, There is no gquestion that the ING
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conference is important., I have the documents for their congress here and

will take a stab at them this weekend and give you a bit of a precis

This will be the most important congress since the WCe--and of course the
tendency 1slooked upon by the international majority as part of the
international minority. In the enclosed dear Barry letter you will note

;hat the ma‘ority wanted very much to call the cops on Intercontinental
I"ess,

On the other hand there 1s Canada whosa future and the internationals
are a3t this juncture peculiarly gntertwined,

Joe early ralsed to me the matter of Intercontinental ticinr on the
character more of an international project even physically --it is now
lookerd on as 3WP, You will perhaps recall at anoyier time whon  idelt's r-le
was not too clear he very strongly urged us to send him to [ntercmtintenal
--he earlier had made a blig ploy to get Kelth L down there for a period befor:
he went to New Zealand , When I told him that I am somewhat worried about
amocrememkmxdtesciflemiaont  Art, he moved right in---just the man we want in
Intercontiental,

‘that 13 the score with Art? How has he taken the whole development?
"hile he has done so very much to keep the Montreal oﬁaration rolng
and to attract the new elements-=the transformation that we szea crenlns ud
bafore us =may well be looked upon by him as a defeat for himself--instead
of esrentally as his achievement, So he is cmming inte Toronto--I sunpose
you must be thinking of the paper. I wonder how he will ovperate with "icle,
And where do you see me fittinpg in----back into the room upstairs ? 7

‘nd what about_Penny. I seem ti reca}l thgt Manon says she is a%readynthere
R Bo08TBE REE" AR YhboiShon JE101] nev it was o She T chamnn 11

So you have to have a very serious discussion and tell me what vou want
to do--when you want me to come back taking into account all matters--
including Joe's proposal that 1 stay until the IMG conference, After
you make the decision you have to inform the south--phone Joe--listen to him
an¥x< be prepared for hls arguments and tell him your decision, At the
gsame time as you do this you should send me the money to get back there,

I am here without a return fare, The Iclandia ticket either took me back
at the expired date or suddenly became a mere $28 dollars upon which the

rent had to be added: Damn t we are not in too good a poisition to demand
the return fare vhen we decided to return in disagreement with our partner,
Rut $200 or whatever it 1s cant be in anyway a deciding factor. Of course
if you decidesd that I should return the first of June »nr thereaboutsa

I will have met whoever the south sends over here for another talk at the
lMay 22-23 United Secretariat meeting

Another matter that I would like to say something on bafore all bridges
are burned, I understand that Joe was first talking about his going to
lontreal bhut nnw clearly understands that it is John R who has to go,
"owever I hear that he is now talking about his going to Ottawa, There is
of course some positive merit in his going to Cttawa, ..particularly as
he wishes to move into the Cuebecols area and Hull is very close, Possibly
he als 0 wan*s an new surrounding -I hear that he and Ellie have broken up
and that is a really big thing for both of them., Ifxdimexbsmingsetn=pinkus
m B hEm e s e AR R T rmwininim mx I am against,
Jne leaving the center, I think since that hassle we had last summer Joe
has real possibilitles of developing as a pan Canadlan leader not just in
the youth but in the lsague, It would be a big ster backward in that process
if we let him go to Ottawa., You can be a natfunal leader in Quebec and a
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amd a Pan=Canadianlsader to btoot-~but you cant bs a ran—canadianleader
from Ottawa, I do not see the erisis that would justify moving back in
this way, Theres are no doubt about it many leading and rromising comrades
who we could send into Ottawa, After all treal is only four hours awa{
or less by bus...s80 that constant help from the strong Quebec operation is
instnatly available,

I thikn that 1t is excellent that Phil(Vancouver) goes to Hamilton
---1 am aflittle uneqa{ about Stu-~of course I would gather he still
Holdg his jgb down wi:gh Hugh,which is important,even thoug- living in

amilton.

I am golng to close off here and get the whole thing into Friday's
mail so that you have the advantage of the webkend in transit . "ill
continue tomorrow,

comradely

Ross



