April 21, 1971
Dear Barry}

Joe is lcaving tomorrow morming for NY but I think that it is

worthwhile puttiing a few things that developed over the past week om pey
Things are hot in Pakisten but unfortunately Tarlq could not even get over
here to present a draft of a statement to the U,3, We did however have
Upahli here for the Ceylon disoussiom. But instend of his heading for that
part of the world they &1l seemed intent on his meking a tour of the U,.S.
of A to plck up some gold from the streets over thers, With that offer mt
being taken up it looks like he may be headed for some Indian point adjoin-
ing the island, After a short discussiom with him the other day &t the
office however I think that it is best that he shouldn't go anywhare near
Ceylon or any other place where we have possibilities , He is one of thesne
centreligers. He was telling Vergeat and myeelf that the internstional M
leaderchip Bg@» is responsibfile for timmzs 811 the problems in Ceylon--that
instead of taking verbally correct positiome they should have moved in
at so and so date back in the 40s snd several other times in the 50s and
chopped off heads. I hope Vergeat tells Emmest of this iii¥w discuesion
and they change their plans about sending him dom there--with our hard
earned money.

Joe 1s bringlng tho etatements on both Pakistan and Ceylon back with
him, Unfortunately they do not have any yeal information on either area
other than whet can be gleened from the bourgeois prese, We have not heard
from Bala over all this periocd other than that long verygenerel letter
for publio consumption fuxmxBzihmm of a couple of weoks ago., And there is
nothing here from India either., With Tariq not being hers to give us th
benefit of his experience “rnest looked over the U.S. and finelly asked
{erﬁett to lerd off--which on an extemporaneous basis he valiently attempted

o do,

There were the usual three or four items that ere to show the recipkents

of the minutes that we are on top of all world developments.

But two items are worth commenting on, gontrary to the impress
ion thet Gisela geve me at ed the Swiams In the minutes

this appears as a conferenc¥ of theSmiss eactl he Swisa here referred
to ere of course no more & saction the Uruguayens from whom we diss
ociate ourselves last meeting, Acco to Pia this was in reality a oon

ference,called by the Ligue WNarxiste Revolutiomnaire-—its purpose was to
bring into the organization some elemonts who have heretofore been organimd
in a Geneve group oglled Rouge, (I am not sure of the nams) If I got it
right the mmmbimmi now combined operstion is about 220 to 250 strong. There
wore 100 voting but I gather that the rest are emigwewho for reasons of
security cannot have formal membership, Pia mentioned the tremendous actvity
of this group=-——they are the most ouvrierist alflall the Europesen groups,

lle described how they hit the faotories with lenflets-——and then taken in
their paper. They have good sales, XX Pia said that mkkkm the leeflets

deal with b and butter questions and in the log abmence of the union
brass tal , these terms(the unione have had & volunsary no-strike

pledge with the bossse sinoce 1937) get ry good reception, Following this
high powered leaeflleting the comrades the papers-——and they sell biwem .

—but Pia sald that the paper is quite irrelevant to thedM workcrs exper
ience and the sales ars baped on & sense of gratitutde bythe workera for
the previous leaflets. He told the U,3., +the result of & mdcus campaign
the Swiss oomrades reported to the Purin eonference. We going hell
bent, gotting what appearsd to be & resl response from a group of workers
et a2 typewriter plewt—when thg trade union brese made a slight adjustment
and like thet—just gut us out

Pia went on to talk about the gen ral problem of building a Swiss
section, It seems thet the LMR is almost entirely confined to Leusanne
Tyt
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JX the vinving of this now group tekoe them into geneve, good-—but ssunds
bettor than it is, This operation is entirely confined to the PFrench arce
of Svitzerlend and obviocusly an outgrowth of La Ligue Communiste de France
The French only account for 204 of the population of Switgerlend—the
German sperking population eccounta for about 75% and is oonecntrated in
the nain industrial areas. Pia described the group as being heavily po ty
bourgeols——apporontly weispssfofidd) £ uninue ocheracter———profes:ionels
lovyors, doctors enginccre teachers Bl not coffee house types, very sero
isus and dedicetod—=but petty bourgeois noetheless, They are having thcir
congress in Scptember—October where they will teke up the question of
offiliation to the 4th. I understand from Gipela thet this will probebly
bring a split in the orgenization but not a large one. This report vos ¢
the most interesting one that I have heard-——-but wrs met with consid:rable
irritation, It wrs not challenpsed however in anyway,

QAp O

"hile we age—et the subject of reforts——I made e few observations
on the German confercnce following & somewhat incoherent but largely rfh
rah ,rah renort by Gisela, All I said wae I was unable to comment on the
political level of the congress as the two political roports were verbal
ond provoked no discussion, In a few worda I reforred to Devid's contribw
ion where he nosed the three positions expressced around the youth document
and how in our expericnce we were bullding not cadre youth orcanizetions
but breod action oricnted youth orgonizations mhdhxhmx lergely ctudont
vith the adult organization being the cadre organization. Also mEkdx nmade
o fow obsecrvations on the leadership sltuation-—that they had only one pr
cfconional ond gave ny version of the vote. Gt corrented here by Giscla
very hentedly but i} sccma that I wee wrong...there wore aven more comredes
abotaining on one the two key votes than I thoughte=I had 2—pho had 6
30 mach the v.oope. e reaction to my sunplementrry commonts wis cxnploslvo
and now looking back I do bt think that I should have botherod. "hos who
attend thoce mectings cre protty blind-—and I have an idea how they nrecont
iy obeervations %0 in this caso the German comredas,

Intercontinental Press ceie up under publicatione, It wes the lost
itom end Livio had to leove in the midat of the very tense situstion or
his cir tickot would have n invalid, They probably planned thet it sho
1ld b the lant iten for'iégg created a vory sharp atmosphere which 1if it
hnd como up earlier would have thrown gloom over the entire US necting.
€ renot, colidly becked by ILivio wonted to pass & motiom, nll duely reeorded
thet would comit Joe to submnitting 8ll controversial metorial on Latin
f-crieca to Tivio, Ao the discussion reoched 2 ptalemete, Joe 4idn't give
"t pll, -rnoot attempted to rophrase his motion—but of course k its
content. Uhen Joo didn't budge chairmen Charlierwas astute enou cntuclly
breod: the derdlock by adjourning the morting, Pilerre backed off tho,

The discussion of course wrs vory high level, I oould only gather
thet (in roforence to the Brazilian article) 1f ve 4o not denl with o
country overo period of 6 or 9 months , the artiele first to overdome our
zi1Bence mat stnte our position on some rother ABC matters——csuch as
we arc ophoosd thothe police r gime and thelr torturing of on osition
currcnta. Both ‘rnest and Pierre tried to make out that the Brazil crticle
wrs nothing but o atrnight atteck on mili te o are trying in thoir omn
way to fight the rogime. They lnpisted on that the Urugayen
rrup wos not trying to participate on en independont basis im the b
1iccussions of the left on the problem of building & politicol opposition
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tal ing about real Jdifferences of some importmance referred to t:.c burzou -
discussion I intitieted on our attitude to the Nuropean frrm quontionx
“hen I said that it involvced tho application of our tramstionel progsren
there wepe axoressionps of indignetion hovwever l'moct 4id not deny thige—
lie ocaid that the t pitional denrnds sketched into the 1938 doenmont

on the wor'zers ond formers olliance 414 not maaply to Turope 1971.
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oh yes——the pomingo letter, The motion that I made that it be
circulated in the United Secretariat pavsed mas you will sec from the
ninutes, Livio remeined firm on his position thet it weo just a porconol
letter that he sent to 8 comrnde. He know nothing about the Urugouyom
Committee heod on it—in fact nothing about its circulotion which was
entirely the recponsibility of the person who rececived it—without his
outhorization. “mest- Pierre--snid that they knew nothing about this
letter—end from what I know,of Livio I see no reseson to guention their
word, Of couroe thia mattecrfould not go enywhere, evenif wo had wented
it to,without coples being evailable, The next move is yours.

A fow other small obhservations, Earlier 1 t of the lact
uropecn comuission by Sondor dealing with our many lenpguage publications
Pia nolted for copies of the Poligh bulletin, Apperently there tro many
Polish workera in Switzcrlend., Sendor embarassedly csaid thet there had
only been one issue ever come ocut and that there hemd been mny comploints
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the fretuml report I gave of his last U,:3, report on the "bad®” situation
there., In paassing Pat revealed that we are not carrying any cffective work
on that revolutionery struggle so close to home==Ireleni, It seems thot
the Irish we are weritdng wlith are guite demoralized. The reports on April
24 vwcre moriked by nstonishing inattentivcenesa of the mcoting-—=Livio
wollking around-—-rnest meking nhone cells, It is obvious that the Prench
Cormittee contrine no dforces outside of our own and if the British eetion
anounts to much 1t wont be our fault, Livio expr ssed considerable irrvito—
tion that the intermeational press 41d not cover the Turdin c¢onfecrence on
a big seals, Sendor raported on the discuassion of the conference ot the
¢ nationel co mittee=I would gethor. They thought that there wos sone
nteresting infornetion oxchenged et the conference but ticrc won really
no profiteble ana¥ysis §} thet there wore poassibly some differcncco in mu®
concepts of worky between the French and the Itelianj and thot the Fronch
did not kmow whet the strategy of the Itallans on the trade union erenc w
wos ,1f they hod one, This was not developed at all, + will have to try to
pursue this when I go to Paris next,..desntte thefactthat I had only iwo
vecks before chnll mged the attenadpfice flgures ¥R Divio'x report
La Geuche, Livio asked me agein to Bay e few worids on whet I thought of
the affair, The way DLrnecst talke one would gather that there mey be
some differences in drowing up the program for the next IEC me ting ond
vw.rld congress——:if there are any he stressed that he is for dropring the
project, Oh, yes, I had overlooked the faet that while the new forces
that have come to the German group have just gone through snsplit experi
dnce with the IED there wee no balence sheet of this exporience at ti.cir
congress. Giseal in herrcport wrs ecstatic ovor the fact that no ons eeid
anything ebout the IKD and therefore it wrs 8 nonf=iazsue, Versert olso
expreosed pleasure, In m ort I mentioned thet I had lecrmced from
David that the 3D and ﬁtgiigiaia had undergone considerable growth n
their youth movemcnt. Trment ehallenged the SP aspoct—but renlly nly to
backhendedly effirm it—end then Kk disabused Vergent snd Giscla nbout
their heppy frome of mind ro the IKD. It & ve that not only is it still
around but has grown and has good elehe ording to rnent &P should
be with us——he mentioned Brandt's son. Cmént in his report of the Swedis h
U v:o kend he addressed ,581d thet there wcre 60 comrades in the group——-
problems though-——the two key leaders are fed up,rnd they are h lding off
membershlp to the guy who made the mrin srrangments for the last WC and 1is
the big publisher of LT's works. I told them thet I will be in &l1l proba.
ility moing to Sweden end Denmerk. They expressed pReasure. The day was
seved by Glsela's report that Canrde hes sent in $140 to the Bengnl conpa
izn 8nd iep contributing £40 a month. That 's it.
comradely
Ross



